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LIST  OF  DELEGATES  BY  CONFERENCES. 


Baltimore  Conference — John  Davis,  S.  Brison,  A.  Griffith,  J.  A. 
Collins,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  William  Hamilton,  N.  Wilson,  John  Bear, 
John  Bowen,  John  Miller,  S.  A.  Roszel. 

Philadelphia  Conference — J.  P:  Durbin,  Levi  Scott,  D.  Dailey, 
J.  T.  Hazzard,  J.  Kennaday,  Robert  Gerry,  J.  A.  Massey. 

Providence  Conference — A.  Stevens,  D.  Patten,  R.  W.  Allen,  A. 
Binney,  W.  Emerson. 

New-Jerset  Conferences^]!.  Pitman,  G.  F.  Brown,  J.  K.  Shaw, 
M.  Force,  I.  Winner,  I.  N.  Felch,  D.  W.  Bartine. 

New-England  Conference — ^J.  D.  Bridge,  P.  Crandall,  James 
Porter,  M.  Trafton,  M.  Raymond,  A.  D.  Sargeant. 

New- York  Conference — B.  Creagh,  George  Peck,  E.  E.  Gris- 
wold,  J.  Floy,  B.  Griffon,  P.  P.  Sandford,  M.  Richardson,  D.  Curry, 
J.  Holdicb,  Daniel  Smith,  Fitch  Reed,  P.  Rice,  William  Jewett. 

New-Hampshire  Conference — ^O.  C.  Baker,  Elisha  Adams,  L. 
D.  Barrows,  J.  G.  Smith. 

Troy  Conference— T.  Spicer,  John  Clark,  B.  M.  Hall,  T.  Bene- 
dict, J.  T.  Peck,  A.  Witherspoon,  J.  M.  Wever,  John  Frazer. 

Vermont  Conference — ^John  Currier,  Charles  R.  Harding,  S.  P. 
Williams. 

Black  River  Conference — George  Gary,  John  Dempster,  H. 
Mattison,  Isaac  Stone,  C.  W.  Leet. 

Pittsburgh  Conference— R.  Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  W.  Kenney, 
J.  J.  Swayze,  C.  Cooke,  J.  Drummond,  J.  Spencer,  J.  Monroe. 

Oneida  Conference — D.  Holmes,  E.  Bowen,  J.  M.  Snyder,  S. 
Comfort,  William  Reddy,  L  Parks,  H.  Colbam,  L.  A.  Eddy. 

Maine  Conference — Joseph  H.  Jenne,  George  Webber,  Heman 
Nickerson,  Eaton  Shaw,  Wm.  Marsh,  E.  B.  Fletcher,  William  F. 
Farrington,  Moses  Hill. 

Erie  Conference — ^J.  C.  Ayers,  J.  J.  Steadman,  J.  Bain,  G.  W. 
Clarke,  B.  O.  Plimpton,  H.  Kinsley. 
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Rock  River  Conference — R.  Haaey,  A.  E.  Phelps,  H.  Sammen, 
P.  Judson,  J.  Chandler. 

North  Ohio  Conference — ^John  H.  Power,  L.  B.  Gurley,  Adam 
7  Poe,  £.  Thompson,  John  Quiglej,  J.  M'Mahan. 

Genesee  Conference — William  Hosmer,  Glezen  Filmore,  Tho- 
mas Carlton,  John  Dennis,  Schuyler  Seager,  John  B.  Alverson,  John 
W.  Nevins,  Philo  Woodworth,  Jonas  Dodge. 

Ohio  Conference — J.  B.  Finley,  Charles  Elliott,  Jacob  Young,  G. 
W.  Walker,  J.  S.  Tomlinson,  William  Nast,  William  Herr,  J.  M. 
Trimble,  J.  F.  Wright,  J.  Stewart. 

Iowa  CoNFERENCB-*-Heniy  W.  Reed,  George  B.  Bowman. 

North  Indiana  Conference — R.  Hargrave,  S.  Cooper,  S.  Bren- 
ton,  W.  H.  Goode,  J.  C.  Smith. 

Michigan  Conference — E.  H.  Pilcher,  James  Shaw,  J.  Brake- 
man,  W.  Sprague,  S.  Chatfield. 

Illinois  Cpnference^-P.  Akers,  P.  Cartwright,  G.  W.  Robbias, 
J.  S.  Barger,  L.  S.  Jacoby. 

Indiana  Conference— E.  G.  Wood,  M.  Simpson,  J.  Kerns,  L. 
W.  Berry,  H.  S.  Talbott. 


GENERAL  CONFERENCE,  1848. 


MONDAY,  MAY  L 

The  tenth  delegated  General  Conference  -of  -^e  Me-       Mar  i* 
diodist  Episcopal  Church   aseembled   in   Liberty-street  Conference   u« 
Church,  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M^  ■«nMe». 
Bishops  Hedding,  Waogh,  Morris,  Hamline,  and  Janes, 
being  present.  .      * 

Bishop  Hedding  opened  the  prooeedings,  by  reading  opening  of  Con- 
the  Scriptures  9(^6.  singing  the  380th  hymn.    Prayer  by  '^''*'*^* 
Bishops  Waugh  and  Morris. 

S.  A.  Roszel  and  Joseph  M.  Trimble  were  requested  to  secretariMtout 
act  as  Secretaries  in  organizing  the  General  Conference.  ^  ^''suuainr 

Bishop  Hedding  called  the  Annual  Conferences  in 
Older,  and  the  following  delegates  presented  to  the  Secre- 
taiies  <heir  certificates  of  election,  and  were  recognized 
18  members : — 

Bakwiare  Conference, — John  Davis,  John  Bowen,  Nor*  Deiesationa 
Til  Wilson,  Samuel  Brison,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  John  Mil-  '*'"'^ 
ler,  William  Hamilton,  John  A.  Collins,  Alfred  Griffith, 
S.  A.  Roszel,  John  Bear. 

Philadelpkia. — David  Dailey,  John  T.  Hazzard,  John 
Kennaday,  James  A.  Massey,  Levi  Scott,  John  P.  Durbin, 
Robert  Gerry. 

Providence. — Abel  Stevens,  Isaac  Bonneyf  David  Pat- 
ten, Ralph  W.  Allen,  Wanen  Emerson. 

New-Jersey. — Charles  Pitman,  George  F.  Brown,  John 
K.  Shaw,  Manning  Force,  Isaac  N.  Felch,  David  W. 
Binine. 

New-England. — ^Jonathan  D.  Bridge,  Miner  Rajrmond, 
M.  Trafton,  Aaron  D.  Sargeant,  Phineas  Crandall. 

iVinD- YorA.— Peter  P.  Saifdford,  Bartholomew  Creagb, 
George  Peck,  Daniel  Curry,  Daniel  Smith,  Fitch  Reed, 
James  Floy,  Edwin  £.  Griswold,  Joseph  Holdich,  Marvin 
Richardson,  Benjamin  Grififen,  William  Jewett,  John  J. 
Matthias. 

New-Hampshire.^^ntOBn  C.  Baker,  Lorenzo  D.  Bar- 
row, Elisha  Adams,  Eleazar  Smith. 

Troy, — ^Tobias  Spicer,  John  Clark,  Timothy  Benedict, 
Bimes  M.  Hall,  Jesse  T.  Peck,  John  Frazer,  Andrew 
Witheispoon,  John  M.  Wever. 
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Vermont.— J.  Currier,  C.  R.  Harding,  S.  P.  Williams. 

Black  River, — George  Gary,  Hiram  Mattison,  Isaac 
Stone,  Charles  W.  Leet,  John  Dempster. 

Pittsburgh, — Robert  Hopkins,  Simon  Elliott,  Wesley 
Kenney,  John  J.  Swayze,  Charles  Cooke,  James  Dmm- 
mond,  John  Spencer,  Joshua  Monroe. 

Oneida.—^SHhs  Comfort,  William  Reddy,  Isaac  Parks, 
Hanford  Colbum,  L.  A.  £ddy.  Nelson  Rounds,  Darid 
Holmes,  John  M.  Snyder. 

Maine. — Joseph  H.  Jenne,  Moses  Hill,  George  Webber, 
Elliott  B.  Fletcher,  William  F.  Farrington,  Heman  Nicker- 
son,  William  Marsh. 

Erie. — Hiram  Kinsley,  John  Bain,  George  Wi  Clarke, 
John  C.  Ayers,  John  J.  Steadman. 

Rock  Rtver.-^Henry  Summers,  Richard  Haney,  Asahel 
Phelps,  Philo  Judson,  John  Chandler,  Hooper  Crews. 

North  OAio.— John  H.  Power,  L.  B.  Gurley,  Adam 
Poe,  Edjrard  Thompson,  John  Quigley,  4ames  M'Mahan. 

Genesee. — Glezen  Filmore,  John  B.  Alverson,  William 
Hosmer,  Thomas  Carlton,  John  Dennis,  Schuyler  Seager, 
John  W.  Nevins,  Philo  Woodworth,  Jonas  Dodge. 

0^0.— James  B.  Finley,  Jacob  Young,  George  W. 
Walker,  Charles  Elliott,  Joseph  S.  Tomlinson,  William 
Nast,  William  Herr,  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  John  F.  Wright. 

Iowa. — Henry  W.  Reed,  George  B.  Bowman. 

North  Indiana. — ^John  C.  Smith,  Samuel  Brenton, 
William  H.  Goode,  Samuel  C.  Cooper. 

Mickigan.'^E\i}ih  H.  Pilcher,  James  Shaw,  Josiah 
Brakeman,  William  Sprague,  Larmon  Chatfield. 

lUinois. — Peter  Akers,  Peter  Cartwright,  George  W. 
Robbins,  John  S.  Barger,  Ludwig  J.  Jacoby. 

/ndtoTia.'— Enoch  G.  Wood,  Matthew  Simpson,  John 
Kerns,  Lucian  W.  Berry,  Henry  S.  Talbot. 


SecretatiM 


On  counting,  it  was  ascertained  that  there  were  one 
hundred  and  thirty-four  members  present, 
sp-  On  motion,  the  Conference  resolved  to  choose  a  Secre- 
tary by  ballot.  Joseph  M.  Trimble  was  elected.  Confer- 
ence resolred  to  have  two  Assistant  Secretaries,  and 
Jesse  T.  Peck  and  John  Frazer  were  chosen. 

The  Conference  determined  to  open  their  sessions  at 
eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  adjourn  at  twelve  o'clock,  noon. 
RaiM  of  Con-  On  motion  of  brother  Griffith,  the  rules  and  regulations 
for  conducting  the  business  of  the  General  Conference  of 
1844  were  proposed  as  the  rules,  &c.,  for  the  present 
session.  They  were  read.  A  motion  to  take  up  and 
adopt  the  rules,  one  by  one,  failed. 

A  motion  to  transpose  some  of  the  terms  in  the  seventh 
rule,  failed. 

On  motion  of  brother  Durbin,  the  seventh  rale  wa  s 


ference. 
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amended  by  this  addition  to  the  wwd  tnbetitote,  ^*  which       u^  i. 
may  also  be  amended." 

A  motion  to  amend  the  eleventh  rale  failed,  when  the  >^^^ 
rnlee,  orders,  dec,  with  the  above  amendments,  were 
adopted,  for  the  government  of  the  present  session  of  the 
General  Confmnce. 

On  motion  the  Conference  resolved  that  when  it  ad- 
journ,  it  adjourn  to  meet  again  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  motion  to  prolong  the  session  fifteen  minutes  pre- 
vailed, and  on  motion  the  Conference  adjourned. 

MONDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  1. 

Conference  met  at  three  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
appiopriate  religioos  exercises  by  brother  Jacob  Young. 
Bishop  Wangh  in  the  chair. 

Tho  list  was  called,  and  the  journals  were  read  and 
approved*. 

Brothers  Nickerson  and  Marsh,  of  the  Maine  Confer-  Addjtionai  d«ie- 
ence,  George  W.  Bowman  and  Henry  W.  Reed,  of  the  «**«»w<»*^^ 
iowa  Conference,  and  B.  0.  Plimpton,  of  the  Erie  Con- 
ference, presented  their  certificates  of  eleetion,  and  were 
reeognixed  as  members. 

Brodier  Davis  oiTered  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  adopted,  namely :«— - 

**  1.  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  one  member  from  9SS!|^2^  ^ 
each  delegation,  selected  by  the  delegations,  be  appointed,  ^^^'^"f'^* 
to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  to  whom  shall 
be  referred  all  matters  that  relate  to  the  administration 
of  the  General  Superintendents,  or  that  have  reference  to 
die  Episcopacy. 

**  2.  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  one  member  of  each  comndttM   on 
delegation,  selected  by  the  delegations,  be  appointed,  to  '^'o^'**^* 
be  called  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  the  acts  and  doings  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences, and  all  other  matters  connected  with  that  subject. 

'*  3.  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  consisting  of  one  <^;;;!;!|||S|^.  ^ 
member  from  each  delegation,  to  be  selected  by  the  dele-  ^'^'^"^" 
gaiions,  to  be  called  Uie  Committee  on  Boundaries,  to 
whom  shall  be  referred  all  matters  that  relate  to  the 
bomidaries  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences. 

**  4.  That  a  committee,  to  consist  of  one  from  each  dele- 1 
gation,  to  be  selected  by  the  delegations,  be  appointed,  to  ^*^  cooomb. 
be  called  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  to  whom 
shall  be  referred  the  r^>orts  of  the  Book  Agents  at  New- 
York  and  Cincinnati,  and  all  other  matters  relating  to  the 
interests  of  the  Book  Concern. 

**  5.  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  one  (^mgig^  «n 
tnok  each  delegation,  to  be  selected  by  the  delegations,  *''''^' 
to  be  caUed  the  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  shall 
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be  referred  all  matters  that  relate  to  the  missioiiary  de- 
partment. 

*<  6.  That  a  committee  he  appointed,  to  consist  of  seven 
members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Revisal  and 
Unfinished  Business,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  propo- 
sitions for  changes  in  the  Discipline  of  the  Church. 

[The  above  resolution  was  laid  on  the'  table,  namely, 
the  6th.] 

"  7.  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  nine  members,  be 
appointed,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Education,  to 
whom  shall  be  referred  all  matters  relating  to  our  semi- 
naries of  learning. 

'*  8.  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  seven  members, 
be  appointed,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Temperance, 
to  whom  shaJl  be  refexred  all  petitions  and  propositions 
on  that  subject. 

"  9.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointedf  to  be 
called  the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  the  Delegates, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  ascertain  the  whole  amount  of 
the  expenses  of  the  delegates ;  of  the  collections  taken 
up  to  pay  them ;  and  if  there  be  a  deficiency,  report  as  to 
the  best  method  of  paying  it. 

"  10.  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed,  to  be 
called  the  Committee  on  Sabbath  Schools  and  Tract  So- 
cieties, to  whom  shall  be  refened  all  communications  on 
those  subjects. 

"11.  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed,  to  be 
called  the  Committee  on  the  BiUe  Caube,  to  whom  shall 
be  referred  all  communications  on  that  subject.** 

The  following  resolution  was  read  .--^ 

"  Resolved,  That  a  Special  Committee  be  appointed 
upon  the  State  of  the  Church,  to  eonsisi  of  two  members 
from  each  Conference. 

**  Matthew  Simpson, 

"  John  P.  Dubbin,  and  others." 


\i 


Voted,  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding,  ^*  to  be  chosen 
by  the  delegations." 

A  motion  to  amend  further,  by  striking  out  two  and  in- 
serting oiM,  was  lost. 

^j^of^from     The  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted  ;  the  commit- 

tbe  sute  of  the  tee,  therefore,  is  to  consist  x>f  two  from  each  Conference. 

cot!!^  Char-      "  Resolved,  That  there  be  a  Committee  on  the  Chartered 

terodi  Fond.      Fuud,  to  consist  of  scven." 

Bar  of  Confer-      Voted,  that  a  line  passing  by  the  third  pillar  from 

^^^'  the  pulpit  be  the  bar  of  the  Conference. 

Committee     of     "  Resolved,  That  there  be  a  committee  of  three  to  have 

three^  to^  print  ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Conference,  together  with  the  standing 
committees,  and  boarding  places  of  the  delegates,  printed 
in  pamphlet  form,  for  the  use  of  the  Conference." 
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Moved,  tbat  the  preacher  in  charge  of  this  church  be       Marl, 
permitted  to  sit  within  the  bar. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend,  so  as  to  include  all  the  Motion  for  tn- 
trareling  preachers  present.    Brother  Spencer  moved  to  m^fit^witun 
amend    the  amendment,  so  as  to  include  the  stationed  ^bebar. 
preachers  of  Pittsburgh,  Alleghany  city,  and  Birmingham, 
and  no  others. 

On  motion  of  brother  Clarke, 'the  motion  and  amend- Laid  on  the  ubie. 
ments  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Voted,  that  the  Presiding  Elder  of  Pittsburgh  District,  committee     on 
and  the  preachers  in  charge  in  Pittsburgh,  Alleghany  city,  ^^*'"*   ^^' 
and  Birmingham,  be  a  committee  to  superintend  tl^  reli* 
gious  services  during  our  session. 

On  motion,  W.  Kerniey  was  added  to  the  committee,  and 
made  chairman  of  the  same. 

On  motion,  the  Conference  «djoumed.  Prayer  by  bro- 
ther Woodworth. 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  2.  May«. 

The  Conference  was  opened  at  eight  o'clock  with  the 
usnal  religious  exercises,  by  brother  Cooper.  Bishop 
Morris  in  the  chair. 

Brother  Dempster  moved  to  dispense  with  the  calling 
of  the  list.     Carried. 

The  journals  were  read,  and  the  following  committees 
were  announced,  namely : — 

On  Education. — John  P.  Durbin,  Jos.  Holdich,  David  committee   on 
Patten,  Osman  C.  Baker,  Jesse  T.  Peck,  Schuyler  Seager,  ^™*«o" 
G.  W.  Clarke,  Jos.  S.  Tomlinson,  Mattliew  Simpson. 

On  Temperance. — Joshua  Monroe,  John  F.  Wright,  committee   on 
John  Bowen,  George  Webber,  Jonas  Dodge,  Bartholomew  Temperance. 
Creagh,  L.  A.  Eddy. 

On  the  Expenses  op  Delegates. — William  Jewett,  committee  on 
James  Drummond,  P.  Judson.  uSS^.  ""^ 

On  Sabbath  Schools. — C.  Cooke,  John  J.  Matthias,  committee   on 
Waiiam  H.  Goode,  John  Clarke,  Abel  Stevens,  N.  J.  B.  «•  school. 
Morgan,  William  Herr. 

On  the  Bible  Cause. — John  Bear,  L.  W.  Berry,  Mi-  committee   on 
ner  Raymond,  E.  H.  Pilcher,  J.  K.  Shaw,  Daniel  Curry,  »*»«  c*»*^ 
J.  S.  Barger. 

On  the  Chartered  Fund. — A.  Griffith,  J.  F.  Wright,  Committee  on 
Peter  Cartwright,  John  Kennaday,  George  Gary,  Hiram  chartered  Fund. 
Kinsley,  Daniel  Smith. 

To  Publish  Rules,  &c. — Wesley  Kenney,  Moses  Hill,  Committee  to 
S.  A.  Roszel.  ^"^  *«*••• 

Ox   Episcopacy. — A.   Griffith,   David  Dailey,   Isaac  committee   on 
Bonney,  Manning  Force,  Phineas  Crandall,  P.  P.  Sand-  ■p^^p*'^' 
ford,  Elisha  Adams,  Tobias  Spicer,  J.  Currier,  John  Demp- 
sAer,  Joshua  Monroe,  David  Holmes,  Jos.  H.  Jenne,  John 
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Mayft.!       C.  Ayers,  Hooper  Crews,  John  H.  Power,  Glexen  Fil- 

'       more,  Jacob  Young,  George  B.  Bowman,  Richard  Has- 

zard,  J.  Brakeman,  Peter  Cartwright,  L.  W.  Berry« 

Committee   on       On  BOUNDARIES. — S.  Brison,  L.  Scott,  W.  Emerson, 

Boundanes.      j  ^  ^^^^^^  j  ^  g^.^^^^  g  g  Griswold,  Eleazor  Smith, 

B.  M.  Hall,  G.  R.  Harding,  H.  Mattison,  Robt.  Hopkins, 

L.  A.  Eddy,  E.  B.  Fletcher,   B.  O.  Plimpton,  Richd. 

Haney,  Adam  Poe,  J.  W.  Nevins,  William  Herr,  G.  B. 

Bowman,  Samuel  C.  Cooper,  Jas.  Shaw,  G.  Wr.  Robbins, 

E.  G.  Wood. 
Committee   on       On  Itinerancy.— -N.  WUsou,  J.  A.  Msssey,  David 
Itinerancy.       p^^^^^  j    dinner,  M.  Trafton,  M.  Richardson,  L.  D. 

Barrows,  J.  M.  Wever,  S,  P.  Williams,  George  Gary,  J. 

Spencer,  Silas  Comfort,  W.  F.  Harrington,  H.  Kinedey, 

J.  Chandler,  Jas.  M'Mahan,  J.  B.  Alverson,  J.  Stewart,  H. 

W.  Reed,  J.  C.  Smith,  E.  H.  Pilcher,  P.  Akers,  John 

Kerns. 
Committee   on       On  THE  BooK  CONCERN. — ^J.  A.  ColUns,  R.  Gerry,  A. 
Book  Concern,   gtevens,  D.  W.  Bartine,  J.  Porter,  J.  Floy,  E.  Adams, 

Tobias  Spicer,  J.  Currier,  J.  Dempster,  Wesley  Kenney, 

H.  Colburn,  M.  Hill,  J.  Bain,  A.  £.  Phelps,  J.  Quigley, 

Thos.  Carlton,  Jos.  S.  Tomlinson,  H.  W..  Reed,  Saml. 

Brenton,  L.  Chatfield,  J.  S.  Barger,  H.  S.  Talbot. 
Committee   on       On  MISSIONS. — N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  J.  T.  Hazsard,  R.  W. 
Missions.         ^j^jj^  Charles  Pitman,  A.  D.  Sargeant,  B.  Griffen,  E. 

Smith,  T.  Benedict,  S.  P.  Williams,  George  Gary,  Jas. 

Drummond,  J.  M.  Snyder,  William  Marsh,  G.  W.  Clarke, 

P,  Judson,  L.  B.  Gurley,  J.  Dennis,  Wm.  Nast,  Geo.  B. 

Bowman,  William  H.  Goode,  L.  Chatfield,  L.  S.  Jacoby, 

L.  W.  Berry. 

Committee      on        On    THE    StatE   OF   THE   ChURCH. — Johu    Davis,  W. 

chtwh!*''^***®  Hamilton,  J.  P.  Durbin,  J.  Kennaday,  Isaac  Bonney, 
Abel  Stevens,  J.  K.  Shaw,  G.  F.  Brown,  Miner  Raymond, 
J.  D.  Bridge,  George  Peck,  Fitch  Reed,  Osman  C.  Baker, 
L.  D.  Barrows,  John  Clark,  A.  Witherspoon,  Chas.  W. 
Leet,  Hiram  Mattison,  S.  Elliott,  J.  J.  Swayze,  N.  Rqunds, 
Wm.  Reddy,  Geo.  Webber,  Heman  Nickerson,  J.  J. 
Steadman,  G.  W.  Clarke,  H.  Summers,  Richard  Haney, 
J.  H.  Power,  E.  Thompson,  W.  Hosmer,  P.  Woodworth, 
G.  W.  Walker,  C.  ElUott,  Geo.  B.  Bowman,  H.  W.  Reed, 
S.  C.  Cooper. 

Memorials,  petitions,  &c.,  were  called  for. 
A  memorial,  presented  by  Dr.  Durbin,  was  read,  as  fol- 
lows : — 
Memorial  from       '*  Resolved,  That  WO  recommend  to  the  General  Con- 
or. DttiMn.      ference  an  alteration  in  Discipline,  as  follows :  That  the 
words '  or  tsaveling  or  local  preachers,'  be  inserted  in  sixtli 
paragraph,  tenth  item,  question  2,  section  10,  of  chapter  1, 
between  the  words  members  and  fail,  so  that  the  paragraph 
shall  read,  *  To  prevent  scandal,  when  any  of  our  members. 
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or  trayeling  or  local  preachers,  fail  in  business.'  '*    A  mo-       May  s. 
tion  was  made  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee  of  three. 
This  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Voted  to  take  op  the  resolution  appointing  a  committee 
of  seven  on  revisal  or  unfinished  business. 

Conference  ordered  sach  a  committee,  and  the  Fhila-  committee   on 
delphia  memorial  was  referred  to  said  committee.  ^redf^      °^' 

Brother  Dnrbin  presented  the  following  from  the  same 
Conference : —  , 

"  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  next  General  ^^JgJ^**g"  ^'^^ 
Conference,  to  graduate  the  claims  on  their  Conference  claims.  ^"''  °" 
fonds  according  to  the  time  of  service,  and  the  necessities 
of  the  claimants. 

<*  A  true  copy  from  the  journal  of  the  Philadelphia  An- 
noal  Cofnference,  held  at  Easton,  Md.,  dated  March  !^9th, 
1848."     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal. 

A  communication  in  reference  to  Carlisle  Station,  pre-  communication 
sented  by  Dr.  Durbin,  from  the  PhUadelphia  Conference,  f««°<^"^»»«- 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

A  resolution  of  the  preachers'  meeting,  Philadelphia,  commonicaUon 
was  presented  by  Dr.  Durbin,  asking  the  General  Confer-  SeTtiS^^Pilna. 
ence  to  take  some  method  to  secure  uniformity  in  the  mode  deiphia. 
of  pronouncing  the  benediction .  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revisal. 

A  communication  by  the  same,  from  Rev.  I.  T.  Cooper 
and  others,  in  regard  to  local  preachers.  First  question 
referred  to  the  bishops,  viz. :  '*  Where,  and  how,  is  a  loqal 
preacher  amenable  after  receiving  a  location,  and  before 
he  fixes  his  membership  in  some  Quarterly  Conference  ?" 

Second  question  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal, 
viz.:  '^Has  a  local  preacher  or  minister  of  the  M.  £. 
Charch  a  right  to  enter  into  contract  with  another  church, 
or  with  an  association  out  of  the  M.  £.  Church,  for  his 
ministerial  services,  without  or  with  the  consent  of  the 
pastor  of  the  charge  where  he  belongs  1  Is  such  a  right 
inherent  in  the  local  ministry  of  the  M.  £.  Church  ?" 

A  memorial  was  presented  from  the  Oneida  Conference,  Menmnais    pie- 
on  the  subject  of  &  depository  of  books  at  Wilkesbarre.  ^^ 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

A  midmorial  on  boundaries,  from  the  Rock  River  Con- 
ference, was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Voted,  that  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the  Genesee 
Conference  as  refers  to  boundaries  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

A  memorial  against  the  division  of  the  Ohio  Conference, 
from  the  preachers  on  Marietta  District,  presented  by  J. 
Young,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

A  petition  from  the  N.  Indiana  Conference,  asking  de- 
ductions from  the  claim  against  A.  Wood,  was  referred 
to  the  Book  Committee. 
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May  9L  A  memcNrial  ftrom  the  Ebenezer  Station  of  the  M.  E. 

Memorials   pre-  ChuTchy  in  St^  Louis,  WAS  presented  by  brothei  Akers. 
sented.  rpj^^  reading  was  called  for,  and  ordered. 

Moved  to  refer*  said/  memorial  to  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Chucch. 

h  A.  Collins  moved  to  amend,  by  referring  so  much  of 
said  memorial  as  refers  to  the  Episcopacy,  to  the  Com*- 
mtttee  on  Episcopacy.  Amendment  adopted.  Voted  to 
refer  the  balance  of  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  on 
the  State  of  the  Chvrch; 

A  memorial  from  the  African  M.  E.  Church  in  St. 
Lonis.  Read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State 
of  the  Church. 

A  memorial  from  th»  CapeOirardeau  Circuit  Quarterly 
Conference,  presented  by  bvother  Akers,  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

A  petition  in  reference  to  a  claim  against  B.  C.  Wood. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Rev.   Messrs.        Credentials  of  Rev.  M.  Richey,  J.  Ryerson,  and  Anson 

Mnf and  Gtltv,  Green,.  a»  representatives  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 

of  Canada.        Church  itt  Canada,  were  presented'  by  the  bishop,  and 

read,  whereupon  Rev.  Anson  Green  wae  introduced  to  the 

Conference,  and  invited  to  a  seat. 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved  to  call  up  the  resolution  laid  on 
the  table  yesterday,  in  reference  lo  inviting  visiting  breth- 
ren within  the  bar.     Carried. 
^  Moved,  as  a  substitute  ta  the  previous  motions,  that  ail 

General  Conference  officers,  and  all  traveling  ministers, 
b&  invited  to  take  their  seats  within  the  bar ;  and  that  the 
officers  be-  invited  to  speak  upon  any  matters  which  con- 
oern  &eir  offices.  Carried, 
cbmmfueeto  ar-  J.  A.  Coliius  moved  that  a  committee  of  five,  to  arrange 
^geDiscipiine  j^^  Discipline,  be  appointed. 

commHtee    on      Moved,  by  J.  Floy,  that  a  committee  of  seven  be  afv> 
s^^Book  or-  pointed,  to  take  into  consideration  the  revisal  of  the  Hymn«- 
Book  of  the  M.  £.  Church,  and  report  whether  they 
deem  any  improvement  necessary. 
Memonar  fnm     On  motion  of  J.  Holdfch,  the  Conference  reconsidered 
^^     the  motion  referring  the  memorial  from  Philadelphia,  on 
the  subject  of  graduating  claims,  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
visak     It  was  moved   to  refer  said  subject  to  a  select 
Reftrred  to   a  comnuttoo  of  soveu.     Brother  Wright  moved  to  substitute 
MTon!^^^    ^^  a  committee  of  seven,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, which  was  carried. 
BUhope  Heddtef      Bishop  Hedding  referred  a  portion  of  the  administration 
case  oTjohn^  ^^  himself  and  Bishop  Janes,  which  had  been  called  in 
Maffltt.  question,  through  a  public  print,  by  the  Rev.  £.  Bowen, 

to  the  General  Conference,  expressing  the  wish  of  him- 
self and  Bishop  Janes  that  it  might  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Episcopacy.     Bishop  Janes  concurred  in 
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this  request.    On  motion  of  J.  T.  Peck,  each  reference        Mays. 

was  made.  Refenod  to  Com- 

A  resoluuon  offered  by  N.  Wilson,  in  relation  to  the  ^y.^"  ^'- 
Sonthem  boundary,  was,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  6.  Filmore,  Conference  adjourned. 
Prayer  by  brother  Bonney. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  3.  Miyx 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  Bishop  Hamline  in  the 
chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  services  by  brother  Crews, 
the  Journals  were  read. 

The  certificate  of  James  Porter,  of  the  New-England  Ceriucate  of^j. 
Conference,  was  presented.  He  was  duly  recognized,  and  ed!^  p>^<<^'^^' 
took  his  seat 

Bbhop  Hamline  announced  the  following  committees, 
namely : — 

CoMMiTTBs   ON    RxvisAL. — Gcorge    Peck,    George  ^pJJJJJ?^   **" 
Gary,  James  M'Mahan,  Peter  Akers,  Levi  Scott,  Hiram 
Kinsley,  Timothy  Benedict. 

COMMITTSB  ON   THE  ArRANOBHENT  OF  DISCIPLINE. —  Committee      on 

Tobias   Spicer,  J.  A.  CoUins,  Edward    Thompson,  H.  vSS^^^""^ 
S.  Talbot,  James  Porter. 

ComiiTTEB  ON  Finance. — Charles  Cooke,  John  Bear,  committee   on 
Glezen  Filmore,  J.  H.  Power,  Hooper  Crews,  J.  H.  Jenne,  ^»»"»<^« 
Isaac  Parks. 

Committee  to  consider  and  report  on  the  Rbvisal  committee  on 
OP  tbb  HYMN.B00K.-.C.  EUiott,  M.  Simpson,  W.  Hos-  g^SSa^k!^ 
mer,  J.  Floy,  David  Patten,  G.  F.  Brown,  Nelson  Rounds. 

The  Bishops  presented  several  questions  of  Discipline,  QneetionsofDis. 
for  the  decision  of  the  General  Conference.     N.  Wilson  ^^^    ^'^ 
moved  to  publish  said  questions  in  the  Daily  Christian 
Advocate. 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the 
Daily  Christian  Advocate,  and  to  insert  two  hundred 
copies  for  the   exclusive  use  of  the  General  Confer- 


Hiram  Mattison  moved  as  a  substitute :  *<  Resolved,  That 
the  documents  be  published  in  the  Daily  Christian  Advo- 
cate, subject  to  the  revision  of  the  Bishops." 

J.  Clark  moved  to  lay  the  motion,  amendments,  and 
substitute,  on  the  table,  which  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  P.  Cartwright,  voted  to  suspend  the  rules.  Rules  raspended. 
to  allow  the  Bishops  to  submit  certain  questions  of  order 
to  the  Conference  for  decision. 

Are  the  following  motions  debateable^?  To  lay  on  the 
table,  previous  question,  to  read  a  paper  pending  a  qnes* 
tioD,  to  reconsider,  to  take  up  items  of  business. 

Brother  Collins  moved,  that  a  motion  to  adjourn  and  to 
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Miy  t.       lay  on  the  table  be  not  debaieable.    Brother  Collins'  motion 
KqIm   sfupend-  was  withdrawn. 

^'  J.  Holdich  moved  that  those  questions  be  referred  to  a 

committee  of  three  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Brother  Murray  offered  as  a  substitute,  that  all  ques- 
tions of  order,  not  embraced  in  our  rules,  shall  be  deoided 
by  the  chair  according  to  Congressional  usages.     Carried. 
J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  reconsider  the  substitute. 
It  was  moved  to  lay  Brother  Collins'  motion  on  the 
table.     Not  carried.    The  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed. 
Brother  Massey  withdrew  the  substitute. 
Brother  Collins  moved,  that  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
be  not  considered  debateable. 

The   Superintendents    requested   leave    to  withdraw 

their    paper    for   the    present.      Voted    that   leave   be 

granted. 

John  Bear's  cer-      John  Bear's  certificate  of  election  as  a  delegate  from 

rented.     ^^  Baltimore  Conference  was  presented,  whereupon  he  was 

duly  recognized,  and  took  his  seat. 
Meraoriaii    pre       J-  Keunsday  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Philadelphia 
sented.  German  Church.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Missions. 

P.  P.  Sandford  presented  a  memorial  on  the  same  sub- 
ject from  New- York.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Missions. 
J.  Floy  presented  a  memorial  from  the  New-York  Con- 
ference  asking  for  a  division  of  the  Conference.     Referred 
to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

P.  P.  Sandford  presented  a  counter  memorial  on  the 
same  subject. 

Brother  Holdich  presented  sundry  memorials  from  the 
city  of  New- York,  on  the  same  subject. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  Allen-street  Church,  New- 
York,  on  the  division  of  the  Conference.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries.  * 

Dr.  Peck  presented  a  memorial  from  William  J.  Brisley, 
and  others,  on  the  subject  of  restoring  our  itinerancy  in 
stations.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 
Dr.  DiYon  intro-      Rev.  Dr.  Dixon,  representative  of  the  Wesleyan  Metho- 
cra!to«nce.  ****  ^^**  Church  in  Great  Britain,  was  introduced  to  the  Con- 
ference, and  invited  to  a  seat. 
Memoriidi   pre-     Osman  C.  Baker  presented  a  memorial  from  New- 
■ented.  Hampshire    Conference,   praying    for  a    rule  requiring 

superannuated  preachers  to  give  an  account  of  (heir  receipts. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

D.  Holmes  presented  a  memorial  from  Oneida  Confer- 
ence, praying  for  the  division  of  said  Conference.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
communicauon  ^'  Marsh  presented  a  communication  from  John 
andj'RiS*"*™  Hamm  and  J.  Rich,  in  relation  to  moneys  contributed  for 
the  rebuilding  of  the  Book  Concern.  Referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  the  Stste  of  the  Church. 
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M.  Hill  presented  a  memorial  from  H.  W.  Pilsbury,       Mays, 
and  others,  in  relation  to  CoDference  name,  &c.    Re-  Memonai   prc- 
feired  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

A  communication  by  brother  Poe,  from  J.  M.  Armstrong,  commnnication 
in  relation  to  the  Wyandott  Mission.  Referred  to  the  wyiiSid^mu^ 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church.  "'<>°* 

By  J.  Dodge,  in  relation  to  claims  on  the  Book  Concern,  claims  on  Book 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern.  ''*'™ 

Another  communication  of  the  same  character,  in  rela- 
tion to  Chandler  Wheeler,  was  presented  by  brother 
Holmes. 

Resolutions  by  Trustees  of  Genesee  Wesleyan  Semi-  Division  of  oene- 
nary,  in  relation  to  the  division  of  Geneseis  Conference,  "®®  conference. 
presented  by  J.  B.  Alverson. 

J.  B.  Finley  presented  communications  in  relation  to^^jj*^<>&ofi>i^- 
an  alteration  of  Discipline.    Referred  to  Committee  on     ^ 
Reiisal. 

Brother  Elliott  presented  two  memorials  from  Ken-  ^|J^*^^'  p^^- 
tocky,  asking  redress  for  the  grievances  growing  out  of 
division  line. 

Another  by  the  same,  from  Batesville,  Ark.,  on  the  same 
subject.  Read.  P.  P.  Sandford  moved  that  the  further 
reading  of  a  communication  from  Strawberry  Plains,  Ark., 
be  dispensed  with,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  State  of  the  Church.  Lost,  and  the  reading 
proceeded.  Voted  to  refer  to  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Church. 

By  general  consent,  the  rules  of  the  Conference  were  credentials    oc 
suspended,  and  the  credentials  of  Dr.  Dixon,  representa-  ^''  ^^°" 
tive  from  England,  were  presented  and  read.    Dr.  Dixon 
then  addressed  the  Conference. 

On  motion  of  J.  T.  Peck, 

**  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  Annual  Conferences  Thanks  or  con- 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  ^ixon.^  ^"^  ^' 
of  America,  in  General  Conference  assembled :  1st.  That 
the  cordial  thanks  of  this  body  be  presented  to  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Dixon,  ^d  through  him  to  the  Conference  he  repre- 
sents, for  the  honor  conferred  on  us  in  his  presence  and 
address,  and  that  he  be  affectionately  invited  to  take  such 
pan  in  our  deliberations  as  may  be  agreeable  to  him. 
2d.  That  the  communication  fiom  the  British  Conference, 
presented  b^  him,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of 
three,  with  instructions  to  report  the  reply  of  the  Confer- 
ence." 

Resumed  the  call  for  memorials,  Sic, 

A  memorial   from    Mount  Sion   society    by   brother  Peutious    and 
Tomlinson.     Referred  to  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Memorials 
Church. 

Also  a  communication  from  an  interior  society  by  the 
same.    Read,  and  referred  as  above. 
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MftjS. 

Petitions     and 
Memorials. 


Resolutions  re- 
ferred to  Com- 
mittee on  Mis- 
sions, and  to 
4 Committee  on 
Book  Concern. 


Communication 
from  Arkansas. 


Brother  Herr — petition  for  the  diyision  of  the  Ohio 
Conference.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Boandaries. 

Brother  Brenton  presented  a  petition  relative  to  a  line 
of  division.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Jacoby  presented  resohitions  of  the  Illinois 
Conference,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions.  Also  resolutions  of  the  German  brethren  in 
Ohio,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

'*  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Journals  of  the  Illi- 
nois Conference  as  relate  to  boandaries  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries.'*     Carried. 

By  motion  the  call  for  memorials  was  suspended  to  begin 
with  Illinois  to-morrow. 

A  communication  was  read  from  members  of  the  Church 
in  Arkansas,  and  referred  to  Committee  pn  the  State  of 
the  Church. 

The  following  commudlcation  from  Dr.  L.  Pierce  was 
read  and  referred  to  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church : 


^    r        Communication  <<  To  the  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Reroe.^'    ^'  Church,  in  General  Conference  assembled  : 

"  Reverend  and  Dear  Brethren,-— The  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
appointed  me  as  their  delegate  to  bear  to  you  the  Christian 
salutations  of  the  Church,  South,  and  to  assure  you, 
that  they  sincerely  desire  that  the  two  great  bodies  of 
Wesleyan  Methodists,  North  and  South,  should  maintain 
at  all  times  a  warm,  confiding,  and  brotherly  fraternal 
relation  to  each  other.  And  that  through  me  they  make 
this  offer  to  you,  and  very  ardently  desire  that  you,  on 
your  part,  will  accept  the  offer  in  the  same  spirit  of  bro- 
therly love  and  kindness. 

*'  The  acceptance  or  rejection  of  this  proposition,  made 
by  your  southern  brethren,  is  entirely  at  your  disposal ; 
and,  as  my  situation  is  one  of  painful  solicitude  until  this 
question  is  decided,  you  will  allow  me  to  beg  your  earliest 
attention  to  it. 

**  And  I  would  further  say,  that  your  reply  to  this  com- 
munication will  most  gratify  me  if  it  is  made  officially,  in 
the  form  of  resolutions. 

*'  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours  in  the 
unity  of  Wesleyan  Methodism,  ^ 

"  L.  Pierce, 
"  Delegate  from  the  Methodist  E.  Church,  South. 

"  Pittsburgh,  May  3,  1848." 


By  vote,  the  further  reading  of  memorials  was  dispensed 
with. 
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The  following  are  the  chairmen  of  the  Standing  Com-       ukj  z. 
mittees :  , 

Epiacopacir,  P.  P.  Saadford.  (Jainiien    of 

Iiineraicy,  P.  Akers.  committ-.. 

Boundaries,  A.  Poe. 

Book  Concern^  J.  A.  Collins. 

Missions,  C.  Pitman.  y 

State  of  the  Church,  Geo.  Peck.    ^^ 

Petition  of  John  Monroe  referred  to  Committee  on  the  Petiuon  of  j. 
Book  Concern.  ''**™'- 

By  motion,  the  Conference  determined  to  raise  a  com-  ^^j^f^  ^ 
mictee  to  publish  its  proceedings.  ^T^^'^Sr^ 

Brother  Hunter  was,  on  motion  of  brother  Wilson,  ap-  *'^' 
pointed  chairman  of  said  committee. 

Brother  Finley  moved  to  amend,  by  appointing  all  our 
editors  said  committee,  adding  the  editor  of  Zion's  Herald. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by  brother 
Kinsley. 

THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  4.  M»y4. 

Conference  was  opened  with  the  usual  religious  exer- 
cises, by  brother  James  B.  Finley.  Bishop  Janes  in  the 
chair. 

The  jonmals  were  read  and  approved. 

The  chair  announced  the  committee  to  respond  to  the  ^^Sd^tTweT 
communication  from  the  Wesleyan  Conference,  England,  leyan  confer- 
by  Dr.  Dixon :  J.  P.  Durbin,  C.  Elliott,  C.  Pitman.  ®°^*- 

The  Superintendents  reply  to  questions  of  law  submit-  ^^MtioM^'^OT 
ted  to  them  by  the  Conference,  "  That  there  is  no  rule  of  law. 
Discipline  on  the  point ;  and  in  another  paper  we  have  sug- 
gested one  meeting  the  case.'*     Several  questions  were 
submitted  by  the  Bishops  to  the  consideration  of  the  Ge- 
neral Conference. 

<<  PUtshwrgh,  May  4th,  1848. 

*'  To  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

The  Superintendents  respectfully  submit  to  your  con-  ^TTOSjiiff 
sideration  the  propriety  of  the  following  alterations  of,  propoMd^oo 
and  additions  to,  the  Discipline,  to  relieve  the  administra-  Bishops, 
tion  of  existing  embarrassments : — 

1.  In  chap.  1,  sec.  21,  answer  to  question  4,  immedi- 
ately after  the  first  period,  insert  the  words,  *  If  the  ac- 
cused refuse  or  neglect  to  appear  before  said  committee, 
he  may  be  tried  in  his  absence.' 

2.  In  chap.  1,  sec.  19,  answer  to  question  4,  immedi- 
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May 4.       ately  after  the  words  'traveling  preacher/    inseit  the 
Amendmente  of  words,  *  or  with  having  neglected  his  work.' 

the   Diacipline         «     i         i.         ,  ,  r%  *  .•        ,  i. 

proposed     by       3.  In  chap.  1,  sec.  19,  answer  to  question  1,  so  alter 
the  Biabope.      j]jg  sentence  after  the  word  *  suspend,'  as  to  make  it  read, 

'  from  all  ministerial  services  and  church  privileges,  until 

the  ensuing  Annual  Conference.' 

4.  In  chap.  1,  sec.  9,  answer  to  question  4,  immediately 
after  the  words  '  proposed  for  trial,'  insert  the  words,  '  If 
a  preacher  on  trial  he  discontinued,  he  shall  be  a  local 
preacher  on  the  circuit  or  station  where  he  had  his  last 
appointment.' 

5.  In  chap.  1,  sec.  21,  answer  to  question  1,  so  alter 
the  fifth  paragraph  in  the  answer  as  to  make  it  read, 
*  Every  local  elder,  deacon,  and  preacher,  shall  be  ame- 
nable to  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  circuit  or  sta- 
tion where  he  resides.  He  shall  have  his  name  recorded 
on  the  journal  of  said  Quarterly  Conference,  and  also 
enrolled  on  a  class  paper,  and  meet  in  class,  if  the  dis* 
tance  of  his  place  of  residence  be  not  too  great :  or  in  the 
neglect  of  either,  he  shall  not  be  permitted  to  exercise 
his  ministerial  office.' 

oaestionsofiaw      The  Bishops  also  request  the  General  Conference  to 
y  the  Bishops,  consider  and  decide  the  following  questions  of  law  : — 

1.  Has  a  presiding  elder  the  right  to  employ  a  local 
preacher,  without  his  having  been  recommended  by  a 
Quarterly  Conference  ? 

2.  When  an  Annual  Conference  decides  that  a  preacher, 
having  charge,  has  received  or  expelled  a  member  con- 
trary to  the  rules  of  Discipline,  what  effect  (if  any)  has 
such  decision  upon  the  Church  relations  of  said  member  ? 

3.  When  a  member  receives  a  certificate  of  membership 
from  a  preacher  having  charge  of  a  circuit  or  station, 
where  is  he  responsible  for  his  moral  conduct  until  he 
joins  again  ? 

4.  When  a  disciplinary  certificate  is  given,  how  long  is 
it  valid  ? 

5.  Is  testimony  taken  before  a  committee  sitting  in  the 
case  of  an  accused  member  of  an  Annual  Conference,  in 
the  interim  of  the  Conference,  to  be  received  as  evidence 
in  the  trial  of  said  minister  before  the  Annual  Conference  ? 
If  so,  ought  not  some  rule  to  be  provided  for  taking  such 
testimony  ? 

6.  Are  questions  relating  to  the  admissibility  of  testi- 
mony questions  of  law  ? 

7.  When  a  preacher  who  differs  in  judgment  from  the 
majority  of  the  society,  or  the  select  number,  concerning 
the  innocence  or  guilt  of  an  accused  person,  and  carries  up 
the  trial  to  the  Quarterly  Conference,  is  it  an  appeal  or  a 
new  trial  ? 

8.  In  an  appeal,  when  the  Discipline  does  not  limit  the 
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evidence  by  special  provision  to  the  testimony  taken  be         May  4. 
low,  may  new  evidence  be  admitted  ?"  ^ 

Brother  Wilson  moved  that  these  questions  be  published 
in  the  Pittsburgh  Daily  Christian  Advocate. 

Brother  Finley  moved  as  a  substitute,  that  ^00  copies 
be  printed  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Conference. 

On  motion,  the  above  motion  and  substitute  were  laid 
on  the  table.    ^ 

On  motion,  the  first  paper  was  referred  to  Committee  Questions  refer- 

A..  D  «.»;«•  I  red:  the  first,  to 

on  Kevisal.  Ckimmlttee    on 

The  second  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five,  2f^**f* '***•««: 

,  V  *f      ^    cond,toaselect 

to  examine  and  report  thereon.  cpmmittee    of 

The  call  for  petitions,  memorials,  and  appeals.  **^®'^ 

A  communication  from  J.  Laws,  in  reference  to  his  ^^^^  ^  ^• 

indebtedness  to  Book  Concern.     Referred  to  Committee 

on  the  Book  Concern. 
A  comronnication  from  Nelson  Henry,  Cape  Girardeau  coimnunjcation 

.,»-..  .  ,  ,  "^     •    '^        r        J  A      from  N.Henry. 

circmt,  Missouri,  was  read,  and,  on  motion,  referred  to 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 
A  communication  was  received  from  J.  C.  Green.  Cpmmonication 

•n      1.        rx  11  J     n.        from  J.C.Green. 

Brother  Dempster,  to  test  the  law  question,  moved,  that 
it  be  the  sense  of  this  Conference,  that  J.  C.  Green  has 
a  right  to  an  appeal  to  this  Conference.     Lost. 

On  motion,  it  was  voted  to  lay  the  letter  of  J.  C.  Green 
on  the  table  till  the  law  question  be  determined.    Carried. 

On  motion,  voted  that  the  question  of  law  stated  by 
Bishop  Hedding  be  referred  to  the  select  committee  pre- 
viously ordered  on  law  questions. 

The  question  of  law  is  this:  Is  a  member  of  an  Annual  Question  of  law 
Conference  withdrawn  from  the  Church  when  he  says  to  a 
Bishop  or  Presiding  Elder,  "  I  withdraw ;''  or  is  it  the  pro- 
rince  of  the  Conference  of  which  he  is  a  member  to  de- 
cide whether  he  is  withdrawn  or  not  ? 

A  memorial  in  behalf  of  L.  Waugh,  of  Missouri,  was  Memorials    pre 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

P.  Cartwright  presented  a  memorial  from  Wesley  Chapel 
charge  in  St.  Louis.  P.  P.  Sandford  moved,  to  dispense 
with  the  reading,  which  failed. 

The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

Memorial  from  Hannibal,  Missouri,  was  received,  and 
referred  as  above. 

Brother  Cartwright  presented  the  appeal  of  C.  Atkinson,  ^pe»i  of  c.  At- 
of  the  Illinois  Conference.     The  paper  was,  on  motion, 
received,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Brother  Akers  presented  a  communication  from  H.  Communicationa 
Hubbard,  which  was  referred  to  Committee  on  the  State  bard  and  J.  An- 
of  the  Church.  ***'"°"- 

Also,  a  communication  from  J.  Anderson,  referred  to 
he  same  committee. 
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On  motion,  the  vote  referring  the  communicttioa  of  L. 
Waugh  to  Committee  on  Finance,  was  reconsidered,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

The  report  of  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  was  read» 
and  their  exhibit  was  presented  and  read.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

The  report  of  the  Book  Committee  was  presented,  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day  to  seceive  a  reso- 
lution from  brother  Holdich,  which  is  as  follows : — 

''Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Philadelphia 
memorial  on  uniformity  in  pronouncing  the  benediction, 
be  directed  to  consider  also  the  subject  of  uniformity  in 
the  manner  of  conducting  public  worship  generally." 

Brother  G.  Feck  presented  an  address  from  the  New- 
York  Temperance  Society.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Temperance. 

Memorial  from  Kinderhook,  New-York  Conference,  on 
the  subject  of  boundaries,  presented  by  brother  Clark,  and 
referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Resolutions  of  Oneida  Conference,  on  the  subject  of 
publishing  the  sermons  of  living  ministers,  presented 
by  S.  Comfort.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Book 
Concern. 

By  D.  Holmes,  an  extract  from  the  journals  of  the 
Oneida  Conference,  requesting  to  be  exonerated  from  debt 
to  Book  Concern.  Referred  to  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

W.  Reddy  presented  a  petition  relative  to  book  de- 
pository.    Referred  as  above. 

J.  H.  Jenne,  petition  on  the  subject  of  ihe  division  of 
the  Maine  Conference.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Bound- 
aries. 

A  communication  from  Caspar  Joist,  praying  for  help. 

Read,  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Missions. 

Extracts    nrom       Extracts  from  the  journals  of  the  Genesee  Conference, 

GeniTO«*con-  presented  by  brother  Filmore.     Referred  to  Committee 

ference.  on  Book  Concem.     Also,  one  relative  to  revision  of  the 

Hymn-book.     Referred  to  Committee  on  that  subject 

Fetitions  presented  by  J.  Dodge  and  J.  Dennis,  on  the 
subject  of  dividing  the  Genesee  Conference.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Elliott  presented  a  petition  from  Futnam,  Ohio, 
relative  to  admitting  members  of  other  churches  to  the 
Lord's  Supper.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisal. 

Brother  Nast  presented  a  communication  from  brethren 
in  Cincinnati,  relative  to  a  central  German  Chiurch.  Read, 
and  referred  to  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  further  call  for  memorials,  &c.,  was  by  vote  sus- 
pended, to  begin  with  Ohio. 


May  4. 


Report  of  Book 
AgenUatNe-w- 
York. 


Report  of  Book 
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On  UQlfonnity  in 
PnUic  Worship. 


Address  ^m  N. 
York  Tempe- 
rance Socie^. 


Memorial  ftom 
KInderhook. 


Resolutions  of 
Oneida  Confer- 
ence. 


Petition  of  D. 
Holmes. 


Division  of  Maine 
Conference. 


Petitions     and 
memorials. 
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The  Bishops  announced  P.  P.  Sandford,  J.  Davis,  6.       May  4. 
Filmore,  G.  Gary,  and  R.  Hopkins,  the  Committee  on  ^LwQuestioM? 
Questions  of  Law, 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  A.  Griffith. 

FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  5.  M«y5. 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clQck,  and  was  opened  with 
the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Reed.  Bishop 
Bedding  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

The  presiding  Bishop  presented  the  following  paper : — 

"  Pittsburgh,  May  5tA,  1848. 

"  To  the  General  Conference  of  the  M.  £.  Church. —  Deiepted  An- 
The  Bishops  recommend  to  the  General  Conference,  JJ~  ^®"^*'* 
that  it  take  the  proper  steps  toward  the  organization  of  a 
delegated  Annual  Conference,  to  consist  of  one  delegate 
from  each  Annual  Conference,  to  receive  and  try  appeals 
^m  the  members  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  and  to  re- 
view the  acts  of  the  General  Conference,  and  suspend 
the  operations  of  such  of  its  enactments  as  are  decided  to 
be  unconstitutional,  until  the  next  succeeding  General 
Conference,  or  such  other  constitutional  tribunal,  with 
appellate  jurisdiction,  as  they  may  judge  proper." 

Moved  to  refer  said  recommendation  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. , 

Moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Law  Questions.     Motion  as  amended  carried. 

Voted,  to  add  seven  to  the  Law  Committee. 

Reports  of  Standing  Committees  caUed  for. 

Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  reported,  in  part, 
as  follows : — 

"  That  they  have  had  under  consideration  the  letter  Report  of  Com* 
from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pierce,  and  that  they  recommend  to  the  ™^J*  J?  {J® 
General  Conference  the  adoption  of  the  following  preamble  church  on  Dr, 
and  resolution:-  Pierce'.  Letter. 

"  Whereas,  a  letter  from  Rev.  L.  Pierce^  D.D.,  dele- 
gate of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  proposing    / 
fraternal  relations  between  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church\  / 
and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  has  beenU 
presented  to   this  Conference,  and  whereas,  there  are  i 
serious  questions  and  difficulties  existing  between  the  two 
bodies: 

'*  Therefore  resolved.  That  while  we  tender  to  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Pierce  all  personal  courtesies,  and  invite  him  to  at- 
tend our  sessions,  this  General  Conference  does  not  con* 
aider  it  proper,  at  present,  to  enter  into  fraternal  relations 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

(Signed)  "  G^o.  Peck,  Chairman:' 
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amendment. 


amendment. 
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May  5.  Movod  to  adopt  the  report. 

Brother  coUins*  John  A.  Collins  moved  to  amend,  so  that  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  be  delayed  until  the  questions  of  a 
division  of  Church  pr<^erty,  and  of  the  division  line,  are 
settled. 

Voted  to  lay  brother  Collins'  motion  to  amend  on  the 
table. 
J.  Hoidich't  sub-      J.  Holdich  moved  the  followins  substitute  to  the  original 
/  resolution  m  the  report : — 

/  /  "1.  Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  invite  Dr. 

•/ /         Pierce,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  to  take 
/  a  seat  in  the  house  and  address  us  on  the  subject  of  his 

mission. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  as  to  fraternization,  we  are  not  pre- 
pared at  present  to  give  any  decision,  but  shall  leave  that 
point  open  to  further  consideration,  under  whatever  light 
,        or  information  we  may  receive  bearing  upon  that  ques- 
tion." 
Laid  on  taMe.         J.  D.  Bridge  moved  to  lay  brother  Holdich's  substitute 

on  the  table.     Carried. 
Dr.  Tomiinson's      Dr.  Tomlinson  moved  to  amend  the  report,  by  adding 
the  following,  namely  :  "  Provided,  however,  that  nothing 
in  this  resolution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  operate  as  a 
bar  to  any  propositions  from  Dr.  Pierce,  or  any  other  re- 
presentative of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
toward  the  settlement  of  existing  difficulties  between  that 
body  and  this." 
Dr.  Dait)in*B  sub-      Dr.  Durbin  moved  as  a  substitute  to  Dr.  Totnlinson's 
**  ^"'®'  amendment  as  follows,  namely : — 

"  Resolved,  That  in  so  far  as  Dr.  Pierce  may  come 
with  authority  to  adjust  the  difficulties  between  the  two 
bodies,  we  will  cordially  confer  with  him." 
sobttitute  failed.      Dr.  Durbin's  substitute  failed,  and  the  question  recur- 
red on  Dr.  Tomlinson's  amendment. 

Brother  Walker  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the 
table.     Not  carried. 

Moved  by  brother  Holmes,  that  the  vote  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays.     Carried. 

Moved  by  brother  Collins  to  amend,  by  inserting  instead 
of  **  to  attend  our  sessions,"  to  take  a  seat  within  the  bar. 
On  motion  laid  on  the  table. 
Dr.  TomUneon'a      The  veas  and  nays  were  called,  and  the*  vote  stood, 

amendment  a-  ^  /^  •'  ^,  i_        .        oi       ^i_ 

dopted.  yeas  147 — no  nays:  three   absent.     So   the  report,  as 

amended,  was  unanimously  adopted. 
Dr.  Pierce  to  be       H.  Mattison  moved  that  the  Secretaries  be  instructed 
a  copy  of  the  ^0  forward  to   Dr.  Pierce  an  official  copy  of  the  action 
action  of  the  of  this   Conference,  in   relation  to  his   communication. 

Conference  In    y-,       •   j  • 

bis  case.  oamea. 

John  A.  Collins  reported,  in  part,  from  the  Committee 

on  the  Book  Concern,  as  follows : — 
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^  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  recommend  the       uays. 
tdqidon  of  the  following  resolutions  : — 

''  Ist  That  the  agents  at  New- York  be  directed  to  re-  Report  of  Boek 
lease  C.  Wheeler   from  so  much  of  his   indebtedness  Nofi?*"**' 
to  the  Book  Concern,  as  is  due  to  him  from  Ambrose 
Abbott,  with  the  understanding  that  he  (Wheeler)  use  his 
best  efforts  to  collect  the  amount  from  Abbott,  and  pay  it 
to  the  Concern. 

**  2d.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  accounts  of  Aaron  Wood 
be  referred  to  the  agents  at  New^York,  to  be  settled  at 
their  discretion.  ^ 

"  3d.  Resolved,  &c..  That  the  agents  at  New-York  be 
directed  to  remit  the  claims  of  the  Concern  against  the 
several  preachers  of  the  Genesee,  Oneida,  and  Black  Ri- 
ver Conferences,  growing  out  of  their  connection  with  the 
indebtedness  of  the  Auburn  Banner." 

Report  considered,  item  by  item,  and  the  items  were      Adopted, 
severally  adopted. 

Voted  to  adopt  the  report. 

The  New-Jersey  delegation  announced  brother  Shaw 
on  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  in  the  place  of  brother 
Winner. 

J.  J.  Matthias  offered  the  following  resolution  i —  j.  j.  m«uium'» 

"  That  the  clause  in  Discipline,  on  page  161,  in  answer  StSSuon     of 
to  question  2d,  in  the  words  following :  *■  Provided  that  Discipune. 
no  district  shall  contain  more  than  fifteen  appointments,' 
be  stricken  out."    Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisal. 

The  Bishop  reported  the  addition  ordered  to  the  Com-  Additional  mem- 
mittee  on  Law  Questions,  namely:  James  B.  Finley,  P.  ^  ^^  ^? 
Cartwright,  P.  Crandall,  S.  Comfort,  M.  Simpson,  W.  H. 
Goode,  £.  Thompson. 

D.  Dailey  offered  the  following : —  '  D.  i>aUey*B  reeo- 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committeeon  Finance  be  instructed  JJ^JJ  ^^'^  *■ 
to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of.  so  amending 
the  Discipline  as  to  allow  an  Annual  Conference,  if  they 
think  proper,  to  withhold  the  allowance  of  a  claimant  upon 
the  funds  thereof,  when  such  claimant,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  Conference,  is  wealthy,  or  is  engaged  in  a  business 
which  affords  him  or  her  an  ample  support."  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Brother  Drummond  offered  the  following : —  Resolutions    to 

"  Resolved,  That  the  following  paragraph,  in  chap,  i,  ^JJ^***®  ^^' 
sec.  21,  pages  8  and  9,  of  the  Discipline,  namely,  '  No 
elder,  deacon,  or  preacher,  among  us,  shall  distill  or  vend 
spirituous  liquors,  without  forfeiting  his  official  standing,' 
be  stricken  out."     Laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Dailey  offered  the  following,  namely : — 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  directed 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  amending  the  answer  to  the 
4th  question  of  sec.  9,  of  chap,  i,  pp.  40  and  41,  of  Disci- 
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M«y5.       pline,  so  aa  to  conform  the  rule  of  Discipline  to  the 

BesoiatioDs  to  universal  usage  of  the  Bishops  and  Conferences  in  ^e 

agOTjhe  Dis-  reception  of  preachers  on  trial,  and  into  full  connection. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  also 

instructed  further  to  amend  the  above  answer,  so  as  to 

require  those  received  on  trial  to  stand  a  probation  of  four 

years." 

Moved  to  refer  the  first  resolution  to  the  Committee 
on  Revisal. 

Moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  to 
arrange  the  Discipline. 

Time  having  arrived,  Conference  adjourned. 
Prayer  by  brother  Allen. 

May*.  SATURDAY  MORNING,  MAY  6. 

Conference  met  as  usual  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was 
opened  with  the  customary  religious  exercises  by  brother 
J.  P.  Durbin.     Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read,  and  on  motion  the  rules  were 
suspended  to  receive  the  following  resolution : — 
RMoiution  in  re-      «*  Resolved,  That  on  the  vote  of  yesterday,  laying  the  mo- 
^ree  Siting  tion  of  J.  A.  Collius,  inviting  Rev.  Dr.  Pierce,  within  the 
of  Conference^  bar,  on  the  table,  we  did  not  intend  to  exclude  Dr.  Pierce, 
but  believed  the  object  of  the  amendment  to  be  Mty  in- 
cluded in  the  original  report." 
\  /         The  Secretary  ordered  to  furnish  Dr.  Pierce,  forthwidi, 
^      a  copy  of  the  aboye  resolution. 
Report  of  Com-       The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concem^reported,  in  part, 
coS?<^?Nai  »^<1  ^«  following  resolutions  were  adopted  :— 
adopted.*  "1.  That  the  claim  of  the  Book  Concern  against  John 

Monroe  be  referred  to  the  agents  at  Cincinnati,  to  be  set- 
tled at  their  discretion. 

"  2.  That  the  request  of  B.  C.  Wood,  be  not  granted. 
*<3.  That  the   claims   of  the  Book  Concern  against 
James  Laws  be  referred  to  the  Ohio  Conference  and  the 
agents  at  Cincinatti<  for  setlement  at  their  discretion. 

Ordered  that  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  furnish  the 
Ohio  Conference  with  a  copy  of  the  last  resolution. 
Beport  of  Cwn-       The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  reported 
aStT  o°  the  fmlher,  in  part,  as  follows  : — 

Church,  No.  1.  u  The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  respect- 
fully beg  leave  to  present  a  further  report,  in  part,  and  to 
recommend  to  the  General  Conference  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution : 

"  Resolved,  Tbat  the  Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  respectfully  requested 
to  furnish  to  this  General  Conference  a  statement,  in 
writing,  of  the  instances  in  which  they  consider  that  the 
Plan  contingently  provided  by  the  last  General  Confer- 
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ence,  has  been  violated  by  the  authorities  of  the  Metho-        May  g 
dist  Episcopal  Chtiich,  South,  by  sending  ministers  and  Reimrt  of  coai- 
organizing  societies  within  the  bounds  of  the  tenitory  of  SISb*  o?  the 
this  Conference.  church.  No.  i 

"  Respectfully  submitted. 

"  Georoe  Peck,  Chairman.'" 

Moved'  by  brother  Porter,  to  strike  out  the  term  Bish- 
ops in  the  resolution  H>f  the  report,  and  insett  a  special 
committee  of  five. 

Brother  Jesse  T.  Peck  offered  a  substitute  for  the  reso- 
lution of  the  committee,  which  is  as  follows : — 

**  Resolved,  That  the'Bishops  be  requested  to  furnish  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  with  any  facts 
which  may  be  in  their  possession,  in  relation  to  alledged 
infractions  of  the  division  line."     Adopted. 

The  Committee  on  the  revision  of  our  Hymn-Book  Report  of  com- 
reported  as  foflows :  -  ^^on'Sf  tt 

"  The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  Hymn-Book. 
revising  the  Hymn-Book,  respectfully  report  that  in  their 
opinion  such  revision  ought  to  be  made ;  and  from  the 
best  information  before  them  they  believe  it  to  be  the 
general  impression  among  our  people  that  this  General 
Conference  will  provide  for  such  revision.  The  Book 
Conunittee  at  New- York,  consisting  of  representatives 
from  the  New-York,  the  Philadelphia,  and  the  New-Jersey 
Conferences,  associated  with  our  official  Editors,  unite  in 
requesting  such  revision ;  and  we  have  before  us  a  reso- 
lution adopted  with  great  unanimity  by  the  Genesee  Con- 
ference, requesting  this  Conference  to  take  immediate 
measures  for  this  object.  At  the  same  time,  your  com- 
mittee are  deeply  impressed  with  the  absolute  necessity 
of  intrusting  such  revision  to  those  who  will  make  it  with 
good  taste  and  sound  judgment.  We  present,  therefore, 
for  the  consideration  of  this  body,  the  following  resolu- 
tions : — 

"  1 .  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  appoint  a  com-  , 
mittee  of  to  whom  shall  be  intrusted  the  dtfty  of 

preparing  a  revised  edition  of  6ur  standard  Hymn-Book. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  when  said  committee  shall  have 
finished  their  labors,  the  result  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
Editors  and  Book  Committee,  at  New-York,  and  the  Bish- 
ops ;  and  when  approved  by  them,  the  new  Hymn-Book 
shall  be  published  at  our  Book  Concerns,  simultaneously, 
at  New-lTork  and  Cincinnati. 

*•  3.  Resolved,  That  all  expenses  necessarily  incurred 
by  the  Committee  in  making  this  revision  be  defrayed  by 
the  Book  Agents. 

•*  C.  Elliott,  Chairman. 

"  PiUshurgh,  May  6,  1848." 

4  i  i 
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May  6. 
Amendments. 


uommunication 
from  the  Book 
Committee  of 
Canada  Con- 
ference. 

Exhibit  of  Wea- 
tern  Book  Con- 
cern at  Cin- 
cmnati. 


Memorial  of  S. 
S.  Union  of  the 
M.  E.  Church. 


Petition  for  di- 
vision of  Ohio 
Conference. 


A  motion  that  it  lie  on  the  table  failed. 

The  report  was  read.  Brother  Goode  offered  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  to  the  first  resolution,  *'  the  majority  of 
whom  shall  be  traveling  preachers  in  the  regular  pastoral 
work."     Amendment  laid  on  the  table. 

The  blank  in  the  first  resolution  was  filled  with  the 
number  7.     The  resolution  is  as  follows  : 

<'  1 .  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  appoint  a  committee 
of  seven,  to  whom  shall  be  intrusted  the  duty  of  preparing 
a  revised  edition  of  our  standard  Hymn-Book. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  when  said  committee  shall  have 
finished  their  labors,  the  result  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
Editors  and  Book  Committee  at  New-York,  and  the  Bish- 
ops, and  when  approved  by  them,  the  new  Hymn-Book 
shall  be  published  simultaneously  at  our  Book  Concerns 
at  New-York  and  Cincinnati. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  all  expenses  necessarily  inciurred  by 
the  committee  in  making  this  revision  be  defrayed  by  the 
Book  Agents." 

'  4.  By  J.  T.  Peck.  "  Resolved,  That  a  nominating 
committee  of  seven,  to  nominate  the  committee  to  re- 
vise the  Hymn-Book,  be  appointed."  Preamble  and  re- 
port adopted. 

A  Communication  from  the  Book  Committee  of  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in  Canada  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

The  exhibit  of  the  Western  Book  Concern  at  Cincin- 
nati was  read.  The  report  of  the  Agents  was  read,  and 
also  the  report  of  the  Cincinnati  Book  Committee,  all  of 
which  was  refened  to  the  Committee  on  theBook  Con- 
cern. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  to  hear  the  appointments  for 
preaching  read. 

After  some  remarks  by  the  chairman  referring  to  the 
action  of  yesterday,  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Pierce,  brother 
Davis  moved  to  recommit  the  report,  with  the  understand- 
ing that  the  committee  are  at  full  liberty  to  appoint  any 
of  our  southern  brethren  to  preach  as  they  shall  judge 
proper.  Which,  on  motiog  of  brother  Hall,  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Appointments  said, 
that  he  stood  corrected  by  the  vote  of  the  morning  relative 
to  Dr.  Pierce. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  B.  Grififen. 

The  memorialof  the  Sunday  School  Union  of  the  M. 
E.  Church  read.  On  motion,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Sabbath  Schools,  to  report  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Brother  Wright  presented  a  petition  for  the  division  of 
the  Ohio  Conference.  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 
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A  memorial  from  Augusta  Circuit  was  read,  and  refer-        May  6. 
red  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church.     Also,  Memories  from 
a  memorial  from  members  of  the  same  circuit.    Referred     "**" 
to  the  same  committee. 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  J.  D.  Bridge. 

MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  8.  ^lays. 

Conference  met  at  8  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
appropriate  religious  exercises  by  brother  M'Mahan. 
Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read.  T.  Spicer  moved  to  suspend  ^*?^^U9"?",^' 
the  order  of  the  day  to  make  room  for  certain  resolutions,  on*"A«to«f  v* 
when  he  offered  the  following,  viz.: —  ■*'*"^- 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  onRevisal  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  introducing  into  the 
Discipline  the  following  question  and  answer  immediately 
following  the  first  paragraph  on  page  60.  *  Question. 
What  can  be  done  to  promote  pastoral  visiting  among  our 
people  ?  Answer.  In  the  annual  examination  of  preach- 
ers' characters,  they  shall  be  required  to  report  to  the  Con- 
ference the  number  of  pastoral  visits  they  have  made 
during  the  year.' " 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 
Lost. 

Voted  to  refer  the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Re-  Referred  to  com- 

.    «  mittee  on  Re- 

Visal.  Tisal. 

T.  Spicer  also  offered  the  following : —  t.  Spicert  reso- 

"  Resolved,  That  the  rule  of  discipline  excluding  dis-  JSae^and  iSl 
orderly   members  from    society   and   church  privileges,,  of  intoxicating 
chap.  2,  sec.  7,  second  answer  to  the  question,  *  How    '**'*®"' 
shall  an  accused  member  be  brojight  to  trial  V  page  95, 
be  so  amended  that  this  answer  shall  read  as  follows  : — 
*2.  Put  in  cases  of  neglect  of  duties  of  any  kind,  of  im- 
prudent conduct,  indulging  sinful  tempers  or  words,  the 
buying,  selling,  or  using  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage, 
or  disobedience  to  the  order  and  discipline  of  the  Church,' 
Ac." 

Voted  to  refer  the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on 
Temperance. 

Brother  Wilson  moved  that  the  order  of  the  day  be  fur- 
ther suspended  to  make  way  for  resolutions.     Carried. 

Brother  Wilson  offered  the  following,  viz. : —  Resolution  on  re- 

"ResolvedjThatlhe  Committee  onRevisal  be  instructed  ^}«jj  ^^  ^^^■<^'- 
to  consider  and  report  on  the  propriety  of  so  altering  the  ^     * 
Discipline  as  to  make  the  election  of  stewards  to  occur 
annually."     Laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Wilson  also  moved  the  following: —  invHationforDr. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon  be  respectfully  re-  S!?°"  nl  **?!!? 
%  1  iA^/»/.i       before  tbe  con- 

quested  to  preach  a  sermon  to  the  Conference  from  iM  ference. 
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May  8.        pulplt  of  tbis  church  on  Wednesday  next  ensuing^  at  half 
past  10  o'clock,  A.  M." 

H.  Mattison  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  half  past 
10  A.  M.,  and  inserting  2  P.  M.     Lost. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted  unanimously  by  a 
rising  vote. 

Course  of  study     S.  Comfort  moved  as  follows  : — 

for  local  proadi-     "Resolved, That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  draw  up 
and  report  a  course  of  study  for  local  preachers.'*  Adopted. 

Resolution    for      J*  Clark  moved  the  following  : — 

DiSjiiSS  about      "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  b©  requested 

trustees.  to  take  into  consideration,  and  report  thereon,  the  propriety 

of  altering  the  Discipline,  part  2,  sec.  2,  so  as  to  provide 
for  the  appointment  of  trustees  for  all  our  houses  of  wor- 
ship and'parsonages^by  an  election  of  the  church  or  pa- 
rish, as  the  case  may  be,  and  for  dividing  said  trustees 
into  three  classes,  one  of  which  to  be  chosen  annually ; 
and  further  to  provide  for  dividing  all  boards  of  trustees 
into  classes,  as.  above,  now  acting  under  the  provisions  of 
the  deed  of  settlement,  as  now  set  forth  in  our  book  of 
Discipline." 

subsututeinre-       M.  Simpson  offered  the  following  substitute  for  bro. 

tees."  ^  *™*'  Clark's  resolution,  which  was  accepted  by  the  mover  : — 
*'  Resolved,  That  the  several  Annual  Conferences  be  re- 
quested to  take  such  measures  as  shall  enable  them  to  as* 
certain  what  alterations  should  be  made  in  our  deed  of  set- 
tlement and  mode  of  appointment  of  trustees,  so  as  to 
accommodate  said  deed  to  the  laws  of  the  several  states  ; 
and  when  said  Conferences  shall  have  prepared  said  deeds 
so  as  to  correspond  as  far  as  .possible  with  our  present 
deed,  then  the  Agents  shall  be  directed  to  publish  a  sufil- 
cient  number  of  said  deeds,  to  be  distributed  gratis  to  the 
Presiding  Elders,  who  ^all  be  charged  with  the  duty  of 
seeing  that  all  property  is  deeded  in  said  form." 

Laid  o»  table.        On  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 
ResoiuUon  con-       J.  Porter  moved  as  follows  : — 

"nteiSinu'^of       "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  bo 

s.  s.  members  instructed  to  consider  the  subject  of  constituting  superin- 

conf^nc^!'^  tendents  of  Sunday  schools,  who  are  members  of  our 
Church,  and  are  appointed  according  to  our  rules,  mem- 
bers of  the  Quarterly  Conferences  with  which  their 
schools  are  connected,  and  report  thereon."  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools. 
Subject  of  Home  Brother  Porter  presented  a  resolution  calling  for  the 
organization  of  a  home  department  in  our  missionary 
work.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Missions. 

On  motion  of  the  same,  voted  that  so  much  of  the  jour- 
nals of  the  New-England  Conference  as  relates  to  the 
subject  of  home  missions  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Missions. 


Missions. 
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B.  Creagh  moved  the  following : —  May  8. 

^  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instruct-  Resolution     on 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  term  of  {fo^in^  Annual 
probation  for  full  membership  in  the  Annual  Conference  conferences. 
to  four  years" 

T.  Spicer  moved  as  follows  : —  Reyisai  of  Discu 

^'  Resolved,  That  the  following  passage  be  stricken  out  '^^^' 
of  the  Discipline  on  page  41,  commencing  with  the  words 
'  as  a  probationer,'  in  the  fourth  line  from  the  top  of  the 
page,  and  that  there  be  inserted  in  the  place  thereof,  the 
words  '  on  trial.'  And  also  to  strike  out  the  passage  on  the 
same  page,  in  the  fourth  line  from  the  bottom  of  the  page, 
beginning  with  the  words,  'by  giving  him,'  and  ending 
with  the  words,  '  fellow-laborer,'  on  page  42,  first  line  on 
the  top  of  the  page."     Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

£.  H.  Pilcher  offered  the  following : — 

"Resolved,  That  chap.  1,  sec.  3,  of  Discipline,  be 
amended  by  striking  out  question  8,  and  what  follows,  to 
question  9,  and  the  foot  note."  Laid  on  the  table  under 
the  rule. 

P.  Cartwright  moved  to  refer  the  following  to  the  Com-  communicatton 
mittee  on  Sunday  Schools,  from  the  Sunday-school  con-  g^™  g^n^^ 
vention  of  the  southern  end  of  the  Springfield  District,  II-  DisZ/uLcoitf. 
linois  Conference,  CarlinviUe,  on  the  24^h  of  February, 
1848,  viz. :—  . 

''Resolved,  That  this  convention  request  the  General  ^ 

Conference  so  to  amend  the  Discipline  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  as  to  make  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendenu  members  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conferences." 

Dr.  Simpson  offered  the  following : —  Resolution     on 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  be,  and  Sd?"!^go?, 
they  are  hereby  instructed,  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  caiiforaia,  and 
arranging  the  boundaries  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  so     *^"  ®"^^* 
as  to  embrace  the  territories  of  Oregon,  California,  and 
New-Mexico."     Moved  to  refer  said  subject  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions.     Carried. 

Brother  Dmmmond  offered  an  extract  from  the  journals  Resolution  on  re- 
of  Pittsburgh  Conference,  praying  for  a  reduction  on  the  JSJksf  ^"*'*  ""^ 
price  of  books,  &c.     Voted  to  refer  said  extract  to  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern. 

On  motion  of  brother  Cooper,  voted  that  so  much  of  the 
journals  of  North  Indiana  Conference  as  relate  to  the 
same  subject  be  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

J.  P.  Durbin  moved  as  follows: —  Resolution     on 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  in-  »*«««»»• 
itructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering  the 
basis  of  contributions  to  the  Mission  Treasury,  from  that 
of  voluntary  and  Conference  missionary  societies  ;  and 
make  the  basis  churcli  membership  for  regular  contribu- 
tions, and  donations  from  friends  of  missions  not  members 
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Maya 


Resolution  re- 
specting the 
action  of  the 
Annual  Con- 
ferences on  the 
sixth  restrict- 
ive article. 


Resolation  .to 
allow  German 
preachers  to 
stay  more  than 
two  years  in 
one  place. 


Laid  on  table. 


Certain  items 
from  the  jour- 
nals of  Confer- 
ences referred 
to  Committee 
on  Book  Con- 
cern. 


J.  Floy's  motion 
to  do  away  the 
ordination  of 
local  preachers. 


Laid  on  table. 

Bro.Dailey*s  re- 
solution of  Dis- 
trict Confer- 
ences for  co- 
lored local 
preachers. 


Michigan  Con- 
ference on  ser- 
mons of  living 
preachers. 


Dompsoni 
ded  to  Com. 
Education. 
Report  of  Com- 
mittee on  Law 
Questions. 


of  the  Church,  and  report  a' section  for  the  Discipline  in 
accordance  with  the  same,  should  they  judge  expedient." 
Laid  on  the  table. 

H.  Mattison  moved  the  following  resolution  : — 

^'  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  lo 
ascertain,  and  report,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  the 
action  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  reference  to  the  alteration  of  the  sixth 
restrictive  limitation  of  the  Discipline,  as  recommended 
by  the  General  Conference  of  1844,"     Adopted. 

Dr.  Holdich  offered  the  following : — 

"That  the  clause  of  our  Discipline,  requiring  the 
Bishops  not  to  appoint  preachers  more  than  two  years  to 
a  circuit  or  station,  be  so  modified  as  to  allow  the  appoint- 
ment of  our  German  preachers,  missionaries,  for  a  longer 
period  if  need  be."  Laid  on  the  table  one  day,  according 
to  the  rules. 

D.  Holmes  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the 
Oneida  Conference  as  relates  to  the  Book  Concern,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern." 

Also,  so  much  of  the  Journals  of  the  Erie  Conference 
as  relates  to  the  Book  Concern,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern. 

^  D.  Holmes  presented  a  memorial  from  A.  Dana  and 
others,  of  Ithaca,  in  relation  to  the  Book  Concern.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

J.  Floy  moved  as  follows  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  directed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  so  altering  the 
Discipline  as  to  do  away  with  the  ordination  of  local 
preachers."     Laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Dailey  offered  the  following  resolution,  to  wit : 
That  all  that  refers  to  a  District  Conference,  or  privileges 
in  a  District  Conference,  for  colored  local  preachers,  in 
answer  4  of  section  10,  chap.  2,  page  203,  be  stricken  from 
the  Discipline.     Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

Extract  from  the  journal  of  the  Michigan  Conference, 
in  relation  to  a  periodical  for  sermons  of  living  preachers, 
read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Con- 
cern. 

On  motion,  £.  Thompson  was  added  to  the  Committee 
on  Education. 

The  Committee  on  Law  Questions  reported  in  part  the 
following  resolution  ; — 

"  Resolved,  That  when  a  person,  whether  a  preacher 
or  private  member,  declares  to  the  proper  authority  of  the 
Church  that  he  withdraws  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  he  thereby  forfeits  all  privileges  in  said  Church, 
and  places  himself  beyond  her  jurisdiction." 
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J.  Holdieh  offered  the  following  substitate  : —  Maya 

"'  When  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  j.  Hoidich's  sub- 
or  a  member  of  an  Annual  Conference,  informs  the  "^'^^^®* 
preacher  in  charge,  the  Presiding  Elder,  or  Bishop,  that 
he  withdraws  from  the  Church,  he  thereby  forfeits  all  his 
ministerial  or  Church  privileges  in  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church ;  nevertheless,  inasmuch  as  in  voluntarily 
uniting  with  the  Church  or  ministry  he  agreed  to  abida 
by  the  Discipline,  and  inasmuch  as  the  trial  or  punish- 
ment of  disorderly  ministers  or  members  is  provided  for 
in  the  Discipline,  therefore,  if  he  at  the  time  be  under  the 
imputation  of  unchristian  or  unministerial  conduct,  it  is 
opdonal  with  the  administrator  of  Discipline  to  proceed 
to  try  him  or  not,  as  shall  be  deemed  most  conducive  to 
the  honor  of  the  Church."    By  motion  laid  on  the  table.     Laid  on  ubie. 

N.  Wilson  moved  the  following  amendment  to  the  n.  wiison's 
original  resolution,  namely,  "  That  he  have  leave  to  do  so,  »"«"^«°» 
provided,  that  at  the  time  he  be  free  from  official  censure." 

J.  Porter  moved  to  refer  the  report  and  amendment  to  J.  Porter  inoT«Ni 
the  Committee  on  Revisal,  with  instmctions  to  report  (if  on  Re^^!^^ 
they  think  it  expedient)  a  rule  of  Discipline  to  express 
that  a  person  certifying  to  the  proper  authorities  his  with- 
drawal be   considered  beyond  the   jurisdiction  of  the 
Church.     Laid  on  the  table.  ^<^<i  o°  t«bie. 

Moved  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  laid  on  the  Motion  to  jay  re- 
trtle.    Lost.  K?.  °"  '^"' 

J.  Massey  moved,  that  Bishop  Hedding  be  requested  to  ^-  Hedding  re- 
give  his  views  on  the  subject.     Laid  on  the  table.  his  views. 

I,  A.  Collins  moved  to  lay  brother  Wilson's  amend-  Bro^^'^^^Si'* 
ment  on  the  table.     Carried.  amendment  utd 

T.  Spicer  moved  to  amend  the  report  so  as  to  make  it  j."  spiw^'  a- 
lead,  '^  except  there  be  a  charge  against  the  person  for  mendnient  lout. 
inunorality."     Lost. 

J.  S.  Tomlinson  moved  to  amend,  so  that  if  a  minister  J  s^miuuonN 
or  member  withdraw  from  the  Church  under  charges,  the  ment*'  amend- 
iact  shall  be  reported  to  the  Conference  or  Society,  and 
recorded  on  the  journals  of  the  Conference  o.r  the  records 
of  the  Church. 

Moved  by  J.  H.  Power,  that  the  further  consideration  Reaointion  for 
of  this  subject  be  postponed  until  Thursday  at  ten  o'clock,  j^^'i»««ment 
AM.    Lost. 

Brother  Chatfield  offered  an  amendment  to  the  amend-  ^"*^^"^ '  ^'* 
ment,  as  follows :  *'  And  that  the  rule  prohibiting  the  re-  laid  on  tabie.^"^ 
admission  of  expelled  members  apply  to  such  persons." 
Laid  on  the  table.  Motion    to   lay 

Moved  to  lay  amendment  on  the  table.     Not  carried.      tl^f^iost." 

Brother  Berry  offered  an  amendment  to  the  amendment,  Amendment    lo 
"  Who  shall  not  be  permitted  again  to  unite  with  the  Church  ^^  amendment 
ontil  they  submit  to  be  tried  upon    the  charges  lying 
against  them  when  they  withdrew,  and  are  acquitted,  or 
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May  s.        being  found  guilty,  shall  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
our  Discipline,  in  the  case  of  expelled  members." 
Laid  on  table.        On  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 
Rules  suspended      Yoted,  that  the  rules  be  suspended  to  make  room  for 
to  hear  memo-  ^j^^  presentation  of  a  memorial  from  Oregon,  on  the  subject 
of  an  Oregon  Annual  Conference.     Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions. 

The    time    having    expired,    Conference    adjourned. 
Prayer  by  brother  Barger. 


rial  from  Ore- 


May  9. 


Bro.  Spicer's  re- 
solution on  al- 
teration of  Dis- 
cipline. 


Com.onRevisal 
report  in  part. 

Laid  on  table  for 
one  day. 

Report  of  Com. 
on  Law  Ques- 
tions     taken. 


Motion  to  lay  bro. 
Tomlinson's  a- 
mendment  on 
table  lost. 

Bro.  Smitli's  sub- 
stitute. 


TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  9. 

Conference  was  opened  at  eight  o'clock  with  the  usual 
religious  services  by  brother  J.  K.  Shaw.  Bishop  Ham- 
line  in  the  chair. 

After  the  journals  were  read,  brother  Spicer  moved  to 
suspend  the  rules  of  order,  and  the  Conference  took  up  the 
resolution  of  brother  Spicer : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  following  passage  be  stricken  out 
of  the  Discipline  on  page  41,  commencing  with  the  words, 
*  as  a  probationer,'  in  the  fourth  line  from  the  top  of  the 
page,  and  ending  with  the  word  *  removed '  in  the  eleventh 
line,  and  inserting  in  the  place  thereof,  the  words  *  on  trial ;'. 
and  also  to  strike  out  the  passage  commei^cing  on  the 
same  page,  in  the  fourth  line  from  the  bottom  of  the  page, 
with  the  words,  'by  giving  him,*  and  ending  with  the 
words  *  fellow  laborer,'  on  page  42,  first  line  of  the  page." 
Conference  ordered  so  to  strike  out. 

By  motion,  resumed  the  order  of  the  day.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Revisal  presented  a  report  in  part,  suggesting 
several  alterations  in  the  Discipline.  Jjsid  on  the  table 
for  one  day,  by  the  rule. 

By  motion,  took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Questions  of  Law  that  was  before  the  Conference  when 
we  adjourned  yesterday. 

Moved  to  lay  brother  Tomlinson's  amendment  on  the 
table.     Failed. 

Brother  Smith  offered  as  a  substitute  to  the  resolution 
and  amendment,  the  following : — 

*'  When  any  member  or  preacher  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  shall  signify  to  the  proper  authorities  that 
he  withdraws  from  the  Church,  it  shall  be  understood  that 
he  thereby  forfeits  all  his  rights  and  privileges  in  the 
Church,  and  consequently  can  no  longer  demand  a  trial  as 
his  right.  Nevertheless,  inasmuch  as  in  uniting  with  the 
Church  or  ministry,  he  agrees  to  abide  by  the  Discipline  ; 
and  inasmuch  as  the  Discipline  makes  provision  for  the  trial 
of  unworthy  members  and  ministers,  if  there  are  charges 
against  him  when  he  signifies  his  withdrawal ;  it  shall 
be  optional  with  the  administrator  of  Discipline  to  try  him 
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or  not,  as  shall  be  deemed  most  for  the  honor  of  the       May  o. 
church." 

Moved,  by  brother  Kemiaday,  lo  lay  the  whole  subject  whole    subject 
on  the  table.     Carried.  ,  uuionthet^to. 

Brothiy  Sandford  presented  to  the  Conference  a  com-  communication        l^^ 
monication  from  Dr.  L.  Pierce,  accompanied  by  his  ere-  SfirJ^ree!* 
dentials  as  a  delegate  from  the  M.  £.  Church,  South,  and 
requesting  a  copy  of  his  first  letter  to  the  Conference. 

"  To  the  General  Conference  of  th^  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Pittsburgh. 

"Beloved  Brethren, — There  are,  in  my  mind,  many 
reasons  why  I  send  in  the  inclosed  paper.  You  ought  to 
see  it.  And  I  had  promised  it.  It  has  been  alluded  to, 
by  at  least  one  member,  on  the  adoption  of  the  repor::t  of 
the  committee  on  my  letter. 

/       "  Very  respectfully  yours, 

"  L.  Pierce,  Delegate,  S^c, 
''PiUshurgh,  May  9th,  1848. 

"  Special  request. — Will  the  Conference  oblige  me  so 
far  as  to  l^t  me  have  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  inquiry,  and 
excuse  my  being  so  far  troublesome. 
"  Yours  truly, 

"  L.  Pierce,  Delegate,  ^-c." 

Resolutions  passed  by  the  General  Conference  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  South,  at  its  session  held  in 
Petersbwrghj  Va.,  on  May  23,  1846. 

'*  On  motion  of  F.  £.  Pitts,  Resolved,  by  a  rising  and 
onanimons  vote.  That  Dr.  Lovick  Pierce  be,  and  is  hereby 
delegated  to  visit  the  General  Conference  of  the  M.  E. 
Cinffch,  to  be  held  in  Pittsburgh,  May  1,  1848,  to  tender 
to  that  body  the  Christian  regs^s  and  fraternal  salutations 
of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 

"  In  case  of  the  inability  of  Dr.  Pierce  to  attend  the 
session  of  the  aforesaid  Conference,  the  bishops  are  re- 
spectfully requested  to  appoint  a  substitute.'' 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  transcript  from  the 
journal  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South.    In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Bishops, 
I  Joshua  Soule,  Chairman. 

I  Pittsburgh,  May  4,  1848. 

j  Voted  Dr.  Pierce  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  the  General  ij.^Pierce   to 

'        Conference,  at  his  request.  uITfirtt  letter.^ 

I  The  Committee  on  Missions  reported,  in  part,  and  the 

following  resolutions  were  adopted : — 
'*  1.  Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  our  Book 
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¥•7  0. 
Beport  of  Con. 
on  Missions  in 
put,  adopted. 


Memoria]^,  Ac^ 
called  for. 

One  fh»ni  Mays- 
Ttile,  Ky.,  re- 
ferred to  Com. 
on  State  of  the 
CMrch. 

One  finom  Indiana 
German  dis.,  re- 
ferred, with  a- 
nendment,  to 
Cem.  OB  Episco- 
pacy. 


Extract  from 
journals  of  In- 
diana Conf  .  re- 
ferred to  Com. 
on  ttinerancy. 


Comnranication 
from  Michigan 
Conf.  referred 
to  Com.  on 
Missions. 

Papers  from 
Wesley,  St. 
Louis. 


Communication 
ftom  Mary 
Piper  referred 
to  Com.  on 
Book  Concern. 

Pu»er  from  In- 
diana Conf.  re- 
ferred to  Com. 
on  Bonndaries. 

Address  of  Ca- 
nada Conf.  re- 
ferred to  Com. 
onConrespond- 


Agents  in  Cincinnaii  to  publish  in  the  German  langfoage 
the  following  books,  viz.,  a  Commentary  on  the  New  Tea** 
taroent,  such  a  one  as  may  be  recommended  by  a  committee 
of  five  German  traveling  preachers,  (to  be  appointed  hj  the 
Bishops,)  and  shall  be  approved  by  the  Book  €9mQiittee 
in  Cincinnati,  a  library  of  sabbath-school  books,  <^  at  least 
fifty  volumes,  and  also  such  translations  of  our  staxidard 
works,  with  other  books  and  tracts,  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  recommended  by  our  German  traveling  preachers, 
and  approved  by  the  Book  Committee  aforesakL 

'<  2.  Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  to  the 
fostering  care  of  our  Sunday-School  Union  the  German 
Sunday  schools,  believing  that  the  Board  6i  Managers 
cannot  better  secure  the  great  and  benevolent  objecta  of 
that  institution,  than  by  extending  to  these  schools  the 
most  liberal  aid." 

Memorials,  &c.,  called  for. 

J.  F.  Wright  presented  a  memorial  from  J.  Armstrong, 
of  Maysville,  Ky.  It  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

A  communication  from  Indiana  Grerman  District  pre- 
sented by  brother  Wood.  Moved  to  refer  it  to'  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries.  It  was  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  boundaries,  and  inserting  Missionary  Committee. 

Moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  the 
Missionary  Committee,  and  inserting  the  Episcopacy. 
Carried. 

An  extract  of  the  journals  of  the  North  Indiana  Con- 
ference was  presented  by  brother  Cooper,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Brother  Brenton  presented  a  resolutiiyn  from  the  same 
Conference.  On  motion  it  was  read,  and,  with  the  ac- 
companying paper,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

J.  Shaw  presented  a  communication  from  the  Michigan 
Conference,  on  the  subject  of  missions.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Missions. 

Several  papers  from  Wesley,  St.  Louis,  presented  by 
brother  Akers,  were  referred  to  Committee  on  the  States 
ojf  the  Church, 

A  communication  from  Mary  Piper  waa  referred  to 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

A  paper  from  the  Indiana  Conference,  by  brother  Tal- 
bot, on  the  subject  of  boundaries,  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

The  address  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in 
Canada  was  read,  and,  on  motion,  refured  to  the  Commit^ 
tee  of  Correspondence,  heretofore  appointed  to  reply  to 
the  address  presented  by  Dr.  Dtzoa,  with  instnietions  to 
report  a  leply. 
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On  motion  the  delegates  were  invited  to  address  the        Mayo. 
Conference.     Messrs.  Richey,  Rjerson,  and  Green,  ad-  ^RyJJJiJ^^ 
dressed  the  Conference.  Green,  address 

Brother  Davis  presented  the  request  of  D.  Ball,  relative  Requ^f  Td! 
to  relinqnishment  of  book  debt.     Referred  to  Committee  j^^  referred  to 

^L     -n     1-  /^  Com.  on  Book 

on  the  Book  Concern.  Concern. 

A  letter  from  C.  B.  Tippett  was  read,  and,  on  motion, 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Voted  to  refer  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the  Balti- 
more Conference  as  relates  to  boundaries  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 

The  appeal  of  J.  W.  Osbom  was  presented.     Brother  j.  w.  osbom's 
Osbom  presented  his  reasons  for  appealing  to  the  General  app*^* 
Conference.    By  vote  ordered  that  this  case  be  made  the 
onler  of  the  day,  for  Friday  next,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

By  vote  reconsidered  the  above  motion. 

Bishop  Waugh  presented  a  donation  from  Mrs.  N.  Mrs.  Reed's  do- 
Reed,  of  $10,  to  defray  expenses  of  delegates.  defray  expeittec 

On  motion  voted  that  brother  Osbom  have  leave  to  B'^^fijS'  ^ 
employ  brother  Holdich  as  his  counsel.     Ordered  that  ^e' counsel  for 
brother  Holdich  and  the  appellant  have  access  to  the  ^•o**^"*- 
journals  and  papers  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  in  this 
case.    By  vote  this  case  was  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Friday  next,  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Brother  Hamilton  presented  a  memorial  from  Warrenton  Memorial  from 
circuit,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  wfeSSd toc^i 
of  the  Church.  oa  state  of  the 

Brother  Kennaday  presented  the  report  of  the  Trustees  R^p^^of  tms- 
(rf  the  Chartered  Fund,  and  other  papers,  which  were  SfVonS^^JJ^r- 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Chartered  Fund.  zed  to  that  Com. 

Brother  Durbin  presented  a  memorial  from  the  colored  Memorial  from 
preachers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Pennsyl-  ^*"^  v^^' 
vania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland.  Read,  and  on  motion  Del.,  and  Md!) 
refened  to  a  Special  Committee  of  five  to  examine  and  ^?^.^f  S^. 
report  thereon. 

Agreed  to  extend  the  session  ten  minutes.  By  vote  the 
order  of  the  day  was  suspended,  and  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted  : — 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  General  Conference  Vote  of  thanks  to 
be,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  Mrs.  Nelson  Reed,  (widow  *^*  ^®^- 
of  one  of  the  oldest  traveling  preachers  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,)  for  the  donation  of  $10,  made  by  her. 
throogh  Bishop  Waugh,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  dele- 
gates.** 

The  Secretary  was  ordered  to  send  Mrs.  Reed  a  copy 
of  the*  above  resolution. 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  brother  Jacoby. 
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May  10. 


Book  Agents  to 
purchase  re- 
cord book. 


Nominating 
Com.  on  Hymn- 
Book. 


Com.  to  prepare 
coarse  of  study 
for  local  pr'8. 

.'  Com.  on  Memo- 
y    rial  of  Colored 


Report  of  Com. 
to  pablish  rules, 
adopted. 
Memorials  pre- 
sented. 


V 


E.  J.  SeUeck*s 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  10.  ^ 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  witb 
the  customary  religious  services  by  brother  James  Shaw. 
Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

The  Journals  were  read. 

Brother  Trimble  proposed  to  have  the  Book  Agents 
purchase  a  record  for  reports.  Brother  Finley  moved  to 
agree  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary. 

Brother  Creagh  was  appointed  assistant  secretary. 

The  Bishops  announced  the  following  committees  : — 

Nominating  Committee  for  Committee  to  revise 
THE  Htmn-Book  :  M.  Richardson,  J.  B.  Alversoq,  J.  B. 
Finley,  D.  Patten,  W.  H.  Goode,  S.  Brison,  R.  Gerry. 

Committee  to  prepare  a  Course  of  Study  for  Lo- 
cal Preachers  ;  Joseph  Holdich,  Jonas  Dodge,  John 
Stewart,  G.  W.  Robbins,  Ed.  Thompson. 

Committee  on  the  Memorial  of  Colored  Persons, 
asking  for  a  Separate  Conference  :  J.  Davis,  Manning 
Force,  P.  Akers,  Fitch  Reed,  J.  A.  Massey. 

Moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day  for  a  special 
purpose.     Lost. 

Committee  to  publish  rules,  &c.,  reported,  and  the  re- 
port was  adopted. 

J.  K.  Shaw  presented  a  memorial  from  colored  persons. 
Referred  to  committee  on  that  subject. 

Bro.  Floy  presented  a  memorial  from  Middletown,  on  sla- 
very.   Referred  to  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

J.  Clark  presented  a  memorial  from  West  Troy,  in  fa- 
vor of  congregational  singing.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Revisal. 

Brother  Spencer  presented  a  memorial  from  Pittsburgh 
Conference,  on  the  trial  of  preachers.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy. 

Brother  Haney  presented  a  memorial  from  Quincy  Dis- 
trict, Illinois  Conference,  on  boundaries.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Also  one  on  the  same  subject  from  Bloomington,  Rock 
River  Conferences    Referred  to  same  committee. 

Voted  that  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the  North  Ohio 
Conference  of  1844-5,  as  relates  to  the  division  of  the 
Church,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church. 

Letter  from  E.  J.  Selleck,  appealing  from  the  decision 
of  the  Genesee  Conference  in  his  case. 

G.  Filmore  stated,  this  is  the  first  intimation  he  or  his 
delegation  had  been  informed  of  his  intention  to  appeal, 
and  asked  if  this  would  not  be  a  bar  to  the  appeal.  The 
chair  said  the  Conference  must  decide. 
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MemorlalB  and 
petitions  pre- 
sented. 


Pwer  from  bro. 
Natt  on  Ger- 
man work,  re- 
ferred to  Com. 
on  Missions. 


to  Com.  oil 
State  of  the 
Church. 


Vbted  that  we  now  proceed  to  investigate  the  case.       Mayio. 
Carried. 

Voted  that  his  request  to  have  a  person  appointed  to  e.  h.  Piicher  to 
represent  him  be  granted,  and  E.  H.  Piicher  appointed  gJluJ^^.®*  '' 
to  represent  him. 

Brother  Finley  moved  that  the  further  consideration  of 
this  case  be  postponed  till  Tuesday  at  9  o'clock.     Carried. 

Brother  Filmore  presented  the  memorial  of  Jarvis  M. 
Skinner  and  1 43  others,  from  Ridgway,  Medina,  and  Al- 
bion, on  secret  societies.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Re- 
visa]. 

Brother  Hosmer  presented  a  memorial  on  the  division 
of  the  Genesee  Conference.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

J.  Dodge  presented  a  petition  on  the  same  subject,  of 
Rev.  N.  Fallows,  and  eight  others.  ..Referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

Brother  Nast  presented  a  paper  in  reference  to  the 
German  work,  which  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  brother 
Wright,  referred  to  Committee  on  Missions.  ^^  „„«„„ 

Brother  Tomlinson  presented  a  paper  from  James  Sa-  Commmiiontion 
vage,  asking  redress  of  grievances  growing  out  of  the  acts    ^^  ^^iiSd 
of  the  General  Conference  in  1844.    Reading  commenced. 
Bro.  Reed  moved  to  dispense  with  the  further  reading  of 
the  document.     Not  seconded,  and  the  reading  proceeded. 
Sefened  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

P.  Cartwright  moved  that  so  much  of  the  journals  of 
the  Illinois  Conference  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  boun- 
daries  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

P.  Akers  presented  the  memorial  of  Philip  Boulware  ^^JJJfJJ^^    '^' 
and  22  others,  praying  that  they  may  not  be  transferred    on  state  pfTe 
to  the  South.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of    cbwch. 
the  Church. 

The  memorial  of  John  J.  Buren  and  365  others,  of 
Western  Missouri,  was  presented  by  Bro.  Bo  wen.  Voted 
to  refer  the  document  with  the  accompan3ring  papers  to 
the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

Brother  Creagh  asked  to  be  excused  from  serving  as 
assistant  secretary.  Agreed  to,  and  L.  A.  Eddy  was  ap» 
pointed  in  his  place. 

Brother  Trimble  offered  the  following : — 

^  Resolved,  That  the  Committee,  on  Revisal  be  instructed    * 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  Discipline, 
paragraph  5,  sec.  5,  page  181,  as  to  provide  also  for  the  * 

board  of  single  preachers."    Adopted. 

B.  M.  Hall  presented  resolutions  from  Troy  Conference.  Resolutions  from 
Voted  that  they  be  received  and  read.  '^'^^  ^"-  '^"^ 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  do  hereby  memo* 
riaiize  the  ensuing  General  Conference,  to  be  held  at 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  so  to  amend'  the  Discipline  as  to  make 


Bro.  Creagh  ex- 
cused serving: 
as  ass't  sec., 
and  L.  A.  Eddy 
appointed. 


Journal  of  Crenerol  Conftrendg^  184$. 


Hay  10. 

Resolutions  from 
IVoyConf.read. 


f .  Reed  on  alte- 
ntion  of  Dis- 
cipline. 


Journals  of  Me. 
Conf.  referred 
to  Com.  on 
Finance. 


J.  C.  Green's 
case  not  enteiw 
tabled. 


fiec.  to  inform). 
C.    Oreen    of 
>    decision. 


Resolution  of 
bro.  Reddj  on 
pewed  church- 
es. 


an  «zplicit*pT0vi8ioii  for  a  new  trial  in  all  cases  of  appeal, 
when  the  appellant  makes  the  existence  of  new  testimony 
in  the  case  the  ground  of  his  appeal ;  and  also,  so  to  amend 
the  rule  of  Discipline  respecting  local  preachers,  as  that 
they  be  tried  by  a  Quarterly  Conference  in  their  absei^ce. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisal. 

^'2.  Resolved,  That  this  conference  memorialize  the 
General  Conference  on  the  subscription  price  of  the  Chris- 
tian Advocate  and  Journal,  asking  that  it  be  reduced  to 
one  dollar  per  annum,  always  in  advance.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

"3.  Resolved,  That  this  conference  memorialize  the 
General  Conference  at  its  next  session,  to  fix  the  relatioa 
of  private  members  after  having  taken  certificates  o£  mem- 
bership.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Law  Questions. 

"  4.  Resolved,  That  the  next  General  Conference  be 
requested  to  graduate  the  claims  of  the  supernumerary 
and  superannuated  men  among  us  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  years  they  have  traveled  in  the  regular  work,  and 
according  to  their  circumstances.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.'' 

Fitch  Reed  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  ans.  1,  to  quest.  2,  of  the  3d  section, 
1st  chap,  of  the  Discipline,  page  20,  be  so  amended  as  to 
read,  *  The  Gen.  Conference  shall  be  composed  of  one 
member  for  every  thirty  members  of  each  Annual  Confer- 
ence.' "     Laid  on  the  table  by  our  rule  one  day. 

Brother  Webber  moved  that  so  much  of  the  journals  of 
Maine  Conference  as  refer  to  ihe  graduation  of  the  claims 
of  superanuated  preachers  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance.     Carried. 

Brother  Pilcher  called  up  his  resolution  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble asking  for  an  alteration  of  the  Discipline.     Lost. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  case  of  J.  C.  Green.  J.  Ken- 
naday  offered  the  following,  namely  :— 

*'  Resolved,  That  in  the  case  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Geen,  who 
has  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  New-York  Confer- 
ence, such  appeal  cannot  be  entertained,  he  having  de- 
clared himself  withdrawn  from  the  Church  subsequent 
to  the  adjudication  of  his  case,  and  the  avowal  of  his 
intention  to  appeal.     Adopted. 

On  motion  of  J.  Kennaday,  voted  that  the  Secretary  be 
instructed  to  conununicate  to  J.  C.  Green  the  decision  of 
the  Conference  in  his  case. 

Brother  Reddy  presented  the  following,  namely : — 

*<  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  striking  out  of 
the  Discipline,  the  fourth  answer  to  quest.  1,  of  sec.  2,  of 
part  2,  in  these  words :  *  As  it  is  contrary  to  our  econbmy 
to  build  houses  with  pews  to  sell  or  rent,  it  shall  be  the 
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dnty  of  the  sereral  Annual  Conferences  to  use  tbeir  influ-       hmj  lo.    ' 

ence  to  prerent  houses  from  being  so  built  in  future,  and 

80  far  as  possible  to  make  those  houses  free  which  have 

already  been  built  with  pews.' "    On  motion  laid  on  the    iAi<i  on  t^ia. 

table. 

Brother   Porter  moved   that  we  now   suspend   busi-  ^^^    "^ 
ness  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  the  sermon  from  the  Rev.     Mnnon^from 
Dr.  Dixon,  and  that  the  members  of  the  Conference  be    ^'  ^^<>^* 
requested  to  sit  within  the  bar  during  service.     Carried. 

tHURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  11.  Mayii. 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
the  usual  religious  services  by  brother  P.  P.  Sandford. 
Bishop  Hedding  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

Brother  Fitch  Reed  was  appointed  to  fill  the  place  of  F.RMdinpiaM 
M.  Richardson  on  the  Committee  of  Nomination.  ^^n^OTA^of 


Agreed  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  fol- 
lowing:-~ 

"Resolved,  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  General  ^^j^^j?*- 
Conference  be  presented  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon,  for  his    ui«eraioii|and 
excellent  and  evangelical  sermon,  and  that  we  res^ectfblly    ^yffg^ 
and  earnestly  request  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon  to  furnish  the  sub-    catton. 
stance  of  the  sermon  he  delivered  before  the  General 
Conference  yesterday  for  publication,  and  that  he  expand 
his  remarks  in  any  part  of  it  as  he  may  judge  proper,  and 
write  oul  his  last  proposition,  of  which  he  only  presented 
w  with  the  outline." 

The  Secretary  was  ordered  to  furnish  Dr.  Dixon  a  copy 
of  the  above  and  also  to  say  to  Dr.  Dixon,  that  the  sermon 
will  be  not  less  acceptable,  coming  from  him  afWr  his  re- 
torahome. 

The  Coamiitiee  oa  Missions  reported,  in  part  :— 

'' PUtsiurgh,  Mof  13,  1848. 

"  The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  was  refeired  the  Reoort  of  mi- 
Memorial  from  Oregon,  prajring  for  the  establishment  of    ^"^gpif^ 
an  Aimual  Conference  in  that  country,  have  had  the  sub-    ^*^'^™J  ^'^ 
ject  under  serious  consideration ;  they  have  also  had  be- 
kfte  them  the  resolution  of  brothers  Simpson  and  Collins 
on  the  propriety  and  importance  of  embracing  the  territo-     ' 
riss  of  Galif(Nrnia  and  New-Mexico  within  the  bounds  of  an 
Annual  Conference ;  and  have  agreed,  after  a  careful  ex- 
amination of  both  documents,  to  recommend  to  the  General 
Conference  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : — 

**  1.  Reserved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual 
Conferences,  in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  pro* 
nsion  be,  and  is  herelgr  made  for  the  establishment  of  an 
Annoal  Gonfeience  on  the  P^ific  coast,  to  embrace  Ore- 
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I  ifay  11.       gOD,  California,  and  New-Mexico,  to  be  called  the  Oregon 

Import  of  ^»'  and  California  Mission  Conference ;  and  that  it  be  organ- 
on  Oregon  and  ized  as  soon  as  practicable  under  the  authority  and  direc- 
S^^f.**^  tion  of  our  Episcopacy. 

*'  2.  Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  shall  have  authority 
to  appoint  a  Superintendent  for  said  conference,  and 
assign  him  his  duties;  and  that  the  managers  of  the 
Missionary  Society  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  shall  fix  his 
allowance. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  we  hereby  recommend  that  one  of 
our  Bishops  visit  Oregon  during  the  ensuing  four  years,  if 
practicable ;  and  that  his  expenses  be  met  in  the  usual  way. 
'*  4.  Resolved,  That  the  Oregon  and  California  Mission 
Annual  Conference  shall  have  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  other  Annual  Conferences,  excepting  those  of  sending 
delegates  to  the  General  Conference,  and  of  drawing  its 
annual  dividend  from  the  avails  of  the  Book  Concern  and 
of  the  Chartered  Fund. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  C.  Pitman,  Chaifnum," 


Adopted. 

German     Mis- 
aionConf, 


Resolution  re- 
specting re- 
strictions of 
General  Con. 


The  report  and  resolutions  were  adopted. 

Also,  relative  to  the  German  Church  in  Milwaukie ;  also 
a  report  relative  to  an  Annual  Conference,  which  was  read. 
A  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  failed. 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved  to  postpone  the  further  action  of 
the  Conference  on  this  subject  till  Thursday  next. 

Moved  to  refer  the  report  to  the  Committee  on  Boun- 
daries. 

Brother  Simpson  moved  to  amend  the  nqotion  of  refer- 
ence, by  adding,  "  and  that  they  be  instructed  to  report 
as  soon  as  practicable.'^  Motion  and  amendment  by  vote 
laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Sandford's  motion  to  postpone  failed. 

By  motion,  and  vote,  the  resolution  was  amended,  so 
as  to  read  AGssion  Conference.  Moved  to  conucnit  the 
report  to  the  Committee  on  Missions.    Carried. 

The  rules  were  suspended  for  the  introduction  of  the 
following  resolution : — 

"  Resolved,  two-thirds  of  the  General  Conference,  and 
three-fourths  of  the  members  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences present,  and  voting,  concurring,  That  the  follow- 
ing be  added  to  the  limitations  and  restrictions  apon 
the  powers  of  the  General  Conference,  namely : — 

"  If  the  General  Conference  shall  adopt  a  rule  or  regu- 
lation which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Episcopacy,  or  an 
Annual  Conference,  shdl  be  deemed  unconstitutional, 
such  rule  or  regulation  shall  be  referred  to  the  several 
Annual  Conferences,  and  the  aggregate  vote  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  traveling  preachers  composing  these  bodies 
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sionary  Com. 


shall  be  ccMnpetont  either  to  a£Srm  the  constitutionality       Mayii. 
of  said  role  or  regulation,  or  pronounce  it  unconstitutional, 
null,  and  void. 

By  vote  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Law  Questions.    Referred  to  Uw 

The  Committee  on  Missions  further  report,  relative  to    ^™' 
the  organization  of  a  Home  Missionary  department,  the 
following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  judgment  of  this  Conference,  ^vonj>t^m$' 
that  the  organization  of  a  Home,  or  Domestic  Missionary    '*''"'"• '''"" 
Society,  is  not  expedient." 

Moved  to  amend,  by  adding,  "  Inasmuch  ae  sufficient 
provision  is  made  for  domestic  missions,  in  the  present 
missionary  organization."  A  motion  was  made  to  recom- 
mit the  report.  Moved  .and  carried  to  lay  this  motion 
on  the  table.  By  vote  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the 
taUe.  A  motion  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table  failed. 
A  motion  to  extend  the  session  a  few  minutes  failed. 
Time  having  expired,  Conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by 
brother  Trafton. 


of- 
fered, and  ImU 
OD  the  table. 


FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  12. 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Dodge.  Bishop 
Waugh  in  the  chair.     The  journals  were  read. 

H.  Colbum  moved  to  suspend  the  otder  of  the  day,  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  two  appeals.     Carried. 

He  presented  the  appeal  of  Benjamin  D.  Sniffen,  from 
the  decision  of  the  Oneida  Conference,  by  which  he  had 
been  expelled  from  the  Church. 

H.  Colbum  moved  that  the  Conference  entertain  the 
appeal,  and  fix  the  time  of  the  hearing.     Carried. 

S.  Comfort  moved  that  the  appeali»e  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Thursday  next,  at  nine  o'clock.     Carried. 

On  motion,  voted  that  the  request  of  the  appellant  to  have 
the  assistance  of  brother  John  A.  Collins  be  granted. 

B.  M.  Hall  presented  the  appeal  of  Ezra  Sprague  from 
the  decision  of  Troy  Conference,  by  which  ae  was  sus- 
pended from  the  ministry. 

J.  T.  Peek  moved  that  the  appeal  of  Ezra  Sprague  be 
entertained.     Canied. 

Voted  that  the  case  be  heard  at  ten  o'clock  to»day. 

Certificate  of  election  of  I.  Winner  as  a  delegate  from 
New-Jersey  Conference  presented. 

Certificate  of  Eaton  Shaw,  of  Maine  Conference,  duly 
elected  delegate  pf  said  General  Conference,  was  pre- 
sented. 

Dr.  Akers  presented  a  report,  in  part,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy,  on  the  state  of  the  vote  on  the 
alteration  of  the  sixth  restrictive  article. 

6 


May  11 


Appeal  of  B.  D. 
SnUlton,  of  On- 
eida Conf., 
made  order  of 
day  for  Thun< 
day. 


J.  A.  Colliiu  ap- 
poinUHl  to  as- 
8iat  blm. 

Appeal  of  Vpm 
Sprague. 


I.  Wiuier's  cer- 
tiftcateofelee- 
tionpreeented, 
of  nTj.  Coirf. 

Alio  E.  Shaw's 
pf  Maine  Conf. 


Report  of  Com. 
on  Itinerancy. 
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May  19. 


Laid  on  table. 


Report  in  part 
^from  Com.  on 
Boundaries  re- 
committed. 
Report  of  Com. 
on  Rerisal 
laid  on  table. 

Memorial  from 
WyandoU  In- 
dians. 


Referred  to  com. 
of  three. 


Appeal  of 
Osbom 


ealof  J.W. 
laid 
over. 


V 


Memorial  from 
Sharp-at.  and 
Aflbury  charge, 
Bait.,  in  rela- 
tion to  colore<r 
ministers. 


V 


R-  BigeloWs 
book  debt  re- 
ferred to  Com. 
on  Book  Con- 
cern. 

Petition  of  J.  S. 
Inskip  and 
others  for  di- 
vision of  Book 
Concern  with 
the  South,  re- 
ferred to  Com. 
onSUteoftbe 
Chmch. 

Erie  Conf.  re- 
solutions. 


Petition  from  m. 
Conf..  referred 
to  Com.  on 
Boundaries. 

One  from  same, 
referred  to 
Com.  on  Book 
Concern. 


Resolation  of  H. 
Mattison  on 
baptism. 


G.  Filmore  moved  that  the  report  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table. 
Agreed  to. 

A.  Poe  presented  a  report,  in  part,  from  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries.    Voted  to  recommit  the  report. 

G.  Peck,  from  the  Committee  on  Revisal,  presented 
a  further  report,  No.  2.  Laid  on  the  table  under  the 
rule. 

On  motion  of  brother  Finley,  the  rules  were  suspended 
to  make  way  for  presentation  of  a  memorial  from  the 
chiefs  and  official  members  of  the  Wyandott  Indians. 

Brother  Finley  moved  that  the  document' be  committed 
to  a  select  committee  of  three,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon.     Carried. 

J.  Holdich  moved  that  the  appeal  of  J.  W.  Osbom  be 
taken  up,  and  laid  over  till  Tuesday  next,  at  nine  o'clock. 
Carried. 

Conferences  called  to  present  petitions,  memorials,  Sec. 

J.  A.  Collins,  from  the  Baltimore  Conference,  presented 
the  memorial  of  the  Sharp-street  and  Asbury  charge, 
asking  that  colored  ministers  should  have  the  pastoral 
oversight  of  all  the  colored  people  in  connection  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  that  an  Annual  Confer- 
ence of  colored  preachers  be  organized.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Petitions  from  Colored  Persons. 

By  J.  Hopkins,  in  relation  to  boundaries.  On  motion, 
referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

By  A.  Poe,  of  the  North  Ohio  delegation,  asking  for  a 
remission  of  the  debt  of  Rev.  R.  Bigelow  to  the  Book 
Concern.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

By  Bishop  Janes,  of  John  S.  Inskip  and  others,  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  praying  that  some  method  may  be  devised 
to  give  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  a  pro  rata 
dividena  of  the  Book  Concern.  Read,  and  on  motion  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

By  brother  Goode,  the  vote  pf  the  North  Indiana  Con- 
ference on  the  Erie  Conference  resolutions.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

By  P.  Cartwright,  a  petition  from  Illinois  Conference. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

By  the  same,  a  memorial  of  delegates  of  the  Illinois 
Conference,  petitioning  for  relief  from  debt  to  the  Book 
Concern.     Referred  to  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

H.  Mattison  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the 
baptismal  formula,  page  110,  paragraph  2,  that  instead  of 
reading  '  Give  thy  Holy  Spirit  to  these  persons  that  they 
may  be  bora  again  and  made  heirs  of  everiasting  salvation," 
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&c.,  it  may  read,  <  That  they  being  born  again,  may  be 
heirs,' "  Slc.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Cartwright  moved  to  take  up  the  appeal  of  bro. 
Atkinson.     Not  carried. 

S.  Comfort  moved  the  following  resolution : — 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Questions  of  Law  be 
instructed  to  inquire,  '  Has  an  Annual  Conference,  by 
virtue  of  its  original  jurisdiction,  the  right,  when  one  of  its 
members  is  under  \he  report  of  being  guilty  of  some  crime 
expressly  forbidden  in  the  word  of  God,  to  adopt  any 
measure  for  the  investigation  of  the  matters  contained  in 
such  report  in  the  intervals  of  its  annual  sessions,  other- 
wise than  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  contained  in 
answer  to  question  1,  c&ap.  ] ,  sec.  19,  page  67,'  [of  the  Dis* 
cipline,]  and  report  ihereon."  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Law  Questions. 

Brother  Brenton  offered  the  following  : — 

''Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  changing  the  sixth 
restrictive  rule  (fiAh  line  from  the  bottom)  as  to  read, 
'  excepting  the  first  and  fifth  articles,'  and  report  thereon." 
Adopted. 

A.  Stevens  offered  the  following : — 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  practicability  and  expediency 
of  the  construction  and  publication  of  a  map  of  the  United 
States  and  territories,  on  which  the  boundaries  of  the  seve- 
ral Annual  Conferences  shall  be  accurately  and  plainly 
delineated."     Adopted. 

On  motion,  voted  to  take  up  the  appeal  case  of  E.  Sprague. 

The  minutes  and  documents  of  the  Troy  Conference 
in  the  case  were  read.  Testimony  read.  The  case 
was  postponed  till  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

A  communication  from  the  commissioners  and  appointee 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  was  presented 
and  read.  Also  a  paper  from  BifiAiop  Soule  of  the  same 
Church. 

''Pittsburgh,  May  lllA,  1848. 
"  To  the  Bishops  And  Members  of  the  General  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  General  Conference 
assembled, 

"  Rev.  and  Dear  Brethren, — The  undersigned,  Com- 
missioners and  Appointee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  respectfully  represent  to  your  body,  that, 
pursuant  to  our  appointment,  and  in  obedience  to  specific 
instructions,  we  notified  the  Commissioners  and  Agent 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  our  readiness  to 
proceed  to  the  adjustment  of  the  property  question,  accord- 
ing to  the  Plan  of  Separation  adopted  by  the  General  Con- 


May  1^. 

Laid  on  table. 


Question  of  S. 
Comfort  re- 
ferred to  Law 
Com. 


Resolution  on 
revisal  of  Dis- 
cipline adopted. 


Resolution  on 
preparing  a 
mapoftheU.S. 
wiUi  bounda- 
ries of  Annual 
Conf.,  adopted. 


Ezra  Sprague's 
case  taken  up. 


Communication 
from  Commis- 
sioners of  the 
Churcb,  South. 


/ 
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Mtyis.  ference  of  1844.  And  we  fnrtliennore  state,  that  tbe 
comnranication  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Methodist 
2S?er?'Sr"thi  Episcopal  Church  informed  us  they  would  not  act  in  the 
Church,  South,  case,  and  referred  us  to  your  body  for  the  settlement  of 
the  question  as  to  the  dirision  of  tbe  property  and  funds 
of  the  Church.  And  being  furthermore  instructed  by  the 
General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  in  case  of  a  failure  to  settle  with  your  Commission- 
ers, to  attend  the  session  of  your  body  in  1848,  fix  the 
^settlement  and  adjustment  of  all  q^uestiohs  iuTolTitig  pro- 
perty and  funds,  which  may  be  pending  between  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  the  MeUiodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  South ;'  take  this  method  of  informing  you  of 
our  presence,  and  of  our  readiness  to  attend  to  the  matters 
committed  to  our  trust  and  agency  by  the  Methodist  Epis- 
c(^al  Church,  South  :  and  we  desire  to  be  informed  as  to 
the  time  and  manner  in  which  it  may  suit  your  views  and 
convenience  to  consummate  with  us  the  division  of  the 
property  and  funds  of  the  Church,  as  provided  for  in  the 
Plan  of  Separation  adopted  with  so  much  unanimity  by  the 
General.  Conference  of  1844.  And  for  our  authority  in 
the  premises,  we  respeetfully  refer  you  to  the  accompany- 
ing document,  marked  A. 

"A.  L.  P.  Greek,  J 
"  C.  B.  Parsons,    %  Commissioners. 
«  L.  Pierce.  ) 

"John  Early,  Appointee," 

Extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  General  Conference  of  the 
M.  E.  Churchy  South,  at  its  session  held  in  Petersburg^ 
Fa.,  1846  :— 

*^1.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual 
Conferences  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in 
General  Conference  assembled.  That  three  commissioners 
be  appointed,  in  accordance  with  the  Plan  of  Separation 
adopted  by  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  1844;  and  to  act  in  concert  with 
the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  said  M.  £.  Church ; 
to  estimate  the  amount  due  to  the  South,  according  to  the 
aforesaid  Plan  of  Separation ;  and  to  adjust  and  settle 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  division  of  the  church  pro-  . 
perty  and  funds,  as  provided  for  in  the  Plan  of  Separation, 
with  full  power  to  carry  into  effect  the  whole  arrangement 
with  regard  to  said  division. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  South,  shall  forthwith  notify  the  Commissioners 
and  Book  Agents  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
•  their  appointment  as  aforesaid,  and  of  their  readiness  to 
adjust  and  settle  the  matters  aforesaid;  and  should  no 
such  settlement  be  effected  before  the  session  of  the 
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General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  E.  Church,  in  1848,       Vay  ». 
said  Commissioners  shall  have  power  and  authority,  for  ^frSJJ^l^SmS? 
and  in  behalf  of  this  Conference,  to  attend  the  General    sioners  of  the 
Conference  of  the  M,  E.  Church,  to  settle  and  adjust  aU    Church,  south. 
questions  involving  property  or  fiiuids  which  may  be  pend- 
ing between  the  M.  E.  Chtrch  and  the  M.  £.  Church, 
South. 

"3.  Resolved,  Thatshould  the  Commissioners  appointed  , 
by  this  General  Conference,  after  proper  effort,  fail  to  ef- 
fect a  settlement  as  above,  then,  and  in  that  case,  they 
shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  authorized  to  take  such  measures 
as  may  best  secure  the  just  and  equitable  claims  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  South,  to  the  property  and  funds  aforesaid. 

"4.  Resolved,  That  John  Early  be,  and  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  act  as  the  agent  or  Appointee  of  the  M.  £. 
Church,  South,  in  conformity  to  the  Plan  of  Separation 
adopted  by  the  General  Conference  of  1844,  to  receive 
and  hold  in  trust,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  South,  all  property  and  funds  of  every  description 
which  may  be  paid  over  to  him  by  the  Agents  of  the  M. 
E.  Church." 

The  Conference  then  proceeded  to  appoint,  by  ballot, 
the  three  Commissioners  provided  for  in  the  report. 
On  the  first  balloting,  H.  6.  Bascbm,  A.  L.  P.  Green,  and 
S.  A.  Latta,  were  elected  to  that  office. 

"5.  Resolved,  That  should  a  vacancy  occur  in  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  or  in  the  office  of  Appointee, 
herein  before  provided  for,  by  death  or  otherwise,  in  the 
interim  of  the  General  Conference,  then  and  in  that  case 
the  remaining  members  of  the  board  shall  have  pow«r  to 
fill  such  vacancy  with  the  approbation  of  one  or  more  of 
the  Bishops.'* 

A  true  Copy.      In  behalf  of  the  board  of  Bishops, ' 
Joshua  Soule,  Chairman. 

Voted  that  the  session  be  extended  until  the  reading  of 
the  document  be  finished  and  it  be  disposed  of. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  that  so  much  of  these  documents  as  Financial  part 
rdates  to  the  division  of  the  funds  be  referred  to  the  Com-  c^Sf*on*st^ 
nittee  on  the  State  of  the  Church.     Carried.  of  the  chwch. 

Also  the  following  : — 

^  That  the  communication  from  Bishop  Soule  to  this  Retoiutian    to 
General  Conference  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  mSScaSon^ 
five,  with  instructions  to  report  that  as  Bishop  Soule  has  Jp-  *^  ^  • 
adhered  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  ^^'^    ^'        J 
thereby  withdrawn  himself  from  the  jurisdiction  of  this  y 

General  Conference,  it  is  improper  for  this  body  to  take 
action  upon  the  matters  contained  in  this  communication." 

A.  Griffith  offered  the  following  substitute  for  brother 
Collins*  resolution : — 
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May  If.  "  Whereas,  the  Rev.- Joshua  Soule,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of  the 

A.  Griffith's  8ub-  Methodist  £piscopal  Church,  Souths  has  laid  a  letter  be- 
comliV^^reS^  ^oj^o  ^is  General  Conference,  asking,  or  demanding,  au 
mtion.  investigation  of  his  character  and  administration  from  the 

year  1844  to  1846,  (two  years,)  as  one  of  the  Bishops  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  and,  whereas  the  Dis- 
cipline and  form  of  government  of  said  Methodist  £ .  Church 
\    /  make  no  provision  for  the  trial,  investigation  of  pharacter, 

'/  .  of  errors,  and  improper  conduct,  of  .any  of-  her  Bishops, 

'  except  in  case  of  a  direct  charge  of  immoraUty,  in  the  inte- 

rim of  her  quadrennial  sessions,  at  which  alone  they  are 
held  responsible  for  all  lesser  offenses.  (See  Discipline, 
chap,  i,  sec.  4-6.) 

"And,  whereas  the  said  Rev.  Joshua  Soule,  D.  D., 
Bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  at  the 
General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  held  at  Petersburgh,  in  Virginia,  in 'May,  1846,  did 
formally  and  publicly  withdraw,  retire,  and  separate  him- 
self from  .the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  the  United 
States,  openly  renouncing  her  jurisdiction,  and  disclaiming 
her  authority,  all  of  which  he  had  an  undoubted  right  to 
do,  as  a  Christian,  a  minister,  or  a  Bishop.  Therefore, 
in  view  of  the  above-recited  premises, 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  the  sense  of  this  General  Con- 
ference, that  we  have  no  control,  nor  any  right  of  juris- 
diction whatsoever,  over  the  case  of  the  aforesaid  Rev. 
Bishop  Soule,  he  having  long  since,  of  his  own  accord, 
dissolved  ail  ecclesiastical  relations  between  himself  and 
the  proper  authorities  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  thereby  placing  himself  beyond  the  reach  of  this  body 

"  Alfred  Griffith. 
''Pittsburgh,  May  5,  1848." 

The  Conference  adjourned.  Benediction  by  Bishop 
Hedding. 

Play]  ;:  SATURDAY  MORNING,  MAY  13. 

The  Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother.  S.  Comfort. 
Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 
The  journals  were  read. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  modification  of  the 
Committee  on  Revisal  :-— 
Com.  on  R«vi       Levi  Scott,   George   Gary,  James   M'Mahan,  Hiram 
sal  modified.    Kinsley,  Timothy  Benedict,  Jesse  T.   Peck,  and  Silas 
Comfort. 
Bp.  8oaie*t  com-      The  rules  of  order  were  suspended  to  take  up  the  busi- 
mnjucatioD.      ,j^gg    xindeT    consideration   when    the    Conference    ad- 
journed. 
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The  substitute  of  brother  Griffith  was  on  motion  laid  on       May  is. 
the  table.  Bp.  souie's  com-  ^ 

The  following  substitute  was  offered : —  "*'*  ^  ***" 

"That,  whereas  the  Rev.  Bishop  Soule  did  formally  . 
declare,  that  he  did  renounce  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Me- 
thodist Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  thereby  withdraw  from  said  Church,  and  had  united 
himself  with  a  separate  ecclesiastical  connection  under 
the  title  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South; 
therefore, 

*'  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Confer- 
ence, that  they  have  no  jurisdiction  over  the  Rev.  Bishop 
Scale,  and  can  exercise  no  ecclesiastical,  authority  over 
him."  / 

Voted  to  strike  out  the  preamble.     The  resolution  was  preamble  stinck         \/ 
adopted.     The  secretary  was  authorized  to  furnish  Bishop  JSJj^IJJJ'""  ^ 

Sode  a  copy. 

The  rules  were  further  suspended  for  the  following  re- 
solution:— 

"That  we  respectfully  request  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon  to  Questions  to  Dr. 
answer  the  following  queries,  viz. : —  ^***'" 

'^1.  What  construction  is  put  upon  our  general  rules 
by  the  British  Connection,  in  regard  to  the  admission  of 
members  into  full  membership?  Do  they  admit  seekers 
as  well  as  regeTierate  persons,  and  if  so  as  a  Church,  do 
they  still  approve  of  the  usage  and  the  rule  ?  ^ 

"2.  What  is  the  practice  of  the  British  Connection  in  * 

regard  to  enforcing  the  attendance  of  members  upon  class  ? 
Is  the  rule  strictly  enforced,  and  is  it  a  general  conviction 
that  the  enforcement  of  it  is  wholesome  ? 

^  3.  What  is  the  practice  of  the  British  Connection  in 
regard  to  reporting  members  ?  Do  they  report  probationers 
as  members  ? 

''4.  Whether  the  rule  in  regard  to  the  admission  of 
strangers  into  love-feasts  and  class  meetings  is  strictly 
observed  ? 

**  5.  Also,  on  any  other  subjects  which  he  may  deem 
useful." 

"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Conference  be  given  Thanks  to  Dr. 
to  Dr.  Dixon  for  his  full  and  interesting  reply  to  the  above  ^^,^"  ^^^  ''^'* 
inqoihes,  and  we  most  fully  reciprocate  to  him,  and  those 
connected  with  him,  the  kind  feelings  tendered  us  through 
him." 

The  Committee  on  the  Stale  of,  the  Church  reported  com.  on  state  oi 
fiirther,  in  part,  as  follows :-  •  |iirt''flJrther''' 

^  The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  beg  leave 
fnither  to  report  in  part : — 

'^1.  That  they  have  had  under  consideration  a  com- 
muiication  from  the  Commissioners  of  ^the  M.  £.  Church, 
South,  in  relation  to  a  division  of  the  property  of  the 
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May  IS.      Book  CoDcorn,  and  the  Charter  Fund,  and  that  they  can- 
Com.  on  state  of  not  act  advisedly  upon  the  communication  in  question 
^rt^fS^er.'^  until  they  receive  the  official  reports  of  all  the  Annnal 
Conferences  in  relation  to  the  change  of  the  sixth  restric- 
tive rule,  as  recommended  by  the  last  General  Conference. 
'*  2.  The  committee  would  ask  the  attention  of  the  Con- 
ference to  the  necessity  of  an  order  pointing  out  some 
plan  of  conference  with  the  aforesaid  commissioners, 
either  by  appointing  a  committee  of  —  to  confer  with  the 
commissioners  and  report  the  result  to  this  Conference,  or 
by  authorizing  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church 
to  invite  them  to  a  conference.    The  former  plan  would 
save  time,  and  would,  in  the  judgment  of  your  committee, 
be  preferable. 

''  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  Gbo.  Pbck,  CAotniMW." 

Report  adopted.  The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  committee  instructed  to 
invite  the  commissioners  to  a  conference  with  them,  or  a 
committee  of  their  own  number,  as  they  shall  deem  best. 
Report  of  Com.  Conference  took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
referred  toufe  Itinerancy,  containing  the  vote  of  the  Annual  Conferences 
S^LrhfS!?®  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  relative  to  the  alteration  of  the  sixth 

of  the  cimrcD.  ..  _  i       g»         n   •  i       r>i  t 

restnctive  rule,  and  referred  it  to  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Church. 
Bro.  sprague's      By  vote,  took  up  the  order  of  the  day.     Brother  Sprague 
•^«f«n»«-         made  his  defense. 

The  time  having  expired,  the  Conference  adjourned  to 
meet  again  at  haU'-past  two  o'clock.  Prayer  by  brother 
Simpson. 

SATURDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  13. 

Conference  met  at  half  past  2  o'clock.  Bishop  Ham- 
line  in  the  chair.  After  the  usual  exercises  by  brother 
Farrington,  the  journals  were  read.  The  rules  of  order 
were  suspended  to  take  up  the  business  upon  which  the 
Bro.  Sprague's  Conference  was  acting  when  we  adjourned.  Brother 
^rraed.^  ^^  Sprague  continued  his  defense.  When  closed,  by  motion 
Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  bro.  Gurley. 

May  15.  MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  15. 

Conference  met  at  8  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with  the 

customary  religious  services  by  brother  Walker.    Bishop 

Waugh  in  the  chair,  in  the  temporary  absence  of  Bishop 

Janes  to  attend  an  appointment. 

Rules  suspended     The  joumals  were  read,  and,  on  motion  of  bro.  Jewett, 

Ml  expenses^ of  ^®  ^^^  ^^^  suspended  to  hear  a  letter  to  the  Commit- 

delegates.        tee  on  the  Expenses  of  the  Delegates. 


parts  1  and  8. 
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Toted  that  the  communication  be  laid  on  the  table  for       May  u. 
the  present.  ^*^^  ^^  ^&^« 

J.  A.  Collins,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern, 
preaented  a  report  in  part,  No.  3,  parts  1  and  2. 

"  NO.  III. — PART  I. 

"  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  to  whom  was  ^J*B^i[  ^: 
referred  *  The  memorial  from  the  Book  Committee  of  the  cern,   No.  i, 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in  Canada,*  have  carefully 
considered  the  same,  and  respectfully  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  thereon : — 

'*  The  Book  Committee,  in  their  memorial,  ask  a  modi- 
fication of  the  plan  adopted  by  the  General  Conference  in 
1836,  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the  Canada  Con- 
ference upon  the  property  of  the  Book  Concern  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  and  also  that  the  General 
Conference  direct  the  Book  Agents  at  New-York  to  remit 
the  balance  due  upon  the  obligation  given  them  by  the 
Canada  commissioners,  amounting  to  some  $400,  and  re- 
turn the  bond  to  the  commissioners. 

"  After  an  examination  of  the  facts  and  reasons  pre- 
sented in  the  memorial,  and  from  the  statements  made  by 
he  representatives  from  Canada  and  the  Agent  at  New- 
York,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  requests  of 
'  the  Book  Committee  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church 
in  Canada'  should  be  granted,  and  recommend  to  the 
General  Conference  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lutions : — 

"  1st.  Resolved,  &c..  That  in  view  of  the  fact  that  our 
Canada  brethren  have  derived  but  little  advantage  from 
the  arrangement  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Meth 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  adopted  for  their  benefit  in  1836, 
the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  are  hereby  directed  to  let 
them  have  books  at  the  cost  prices  during  the  ensuing 
four  years. 

**  2d.  Resolved,  <&c..  That  the  Agents  at  New- York  be 
directed  to  release  the  Canada  commissioners  from  the 
amoant  due  on  the  obligation  given  by  them  to  the  Agents 
in  1836,  and  that  the  said  obligation  be  returned  to  the 
commissiohers. 

"  PART  II. 

^  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  have  also  had 
under  consideration  the  petition  of  Rev.  C.  B.  Tippett, 
praying  a  continuation  of  his  salary  as  Agent,  &c.,  and 
the  payment  of  his  traveling  expenses  from  New- York  to 
Baltimore,  and  sundry  applications  for  release  from  claims 
of  the  Book  Concern,  and  submit  for  adoption  by  the 
General  Conference  the  following  resolutions : — 

"  1st.  Resolved,  &c..  That  the  request  of  Rev.  C.  B. 
Tippett  for  the  continuance  of  his  salary  as  Agent,  &c., 
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liay  IS.       and  the  payment  of  his  trayeiing  expenses  from  New- 
Report  of  Com.  York  to  Baltimore,  be  not  granted. 

?2n?^No^s"      "2d.  Resolved,  &c„.That  the  Agents  at  New-York  be 

pent  1  BQdt.   directed  to  remit  the  claim  of  the  Book  Concern  against 

the  estate  of  the  late  Rev.  John  Ball,  deceased. 

**  3d.  Resolved,  <&c.,  That  the  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be 
directed  to  remit  the  claim  of  the  Book  Concern  against 
the  estate  of  the  late  Rev.  John  H.  Piper,  deceased. 

*'4th.  Resolved,  <&;c.',That  the  Agents  at  New-York  be 
directed  to  remit  the  claim  of  the  Book  Concern  against 
the  estate  of  the  late  Rev.  Russell  Bigelow,  deceased. 
*'  In  behalf  of  the  committee, 

"  John  A.  Collins,  Chairman. 
«  Pitlsfmrgh,  May  15M,  1848." 

Bro.  Collins  moved  to  adopt  the  report. 
Brother  Sandford  moved  to  amend  the  report  so  as  to 
,       give  C.  B.  Tippett  his  expenses  from  New- York  to  Bal- 
timore.    Withdrawn  for  the  present. 
First   item  of     J.  A.  Collus  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the 
25  JJ^J^.^  first  item  of  the  report.     It  being  understood  tlie  books 
purchased  by  the  Book  Concern  in  Canada,  shall  not  be 
disposed  of  in  such  places  as  will  bring  them  in  compe- 
tition with  the  books  of  the  Concern  in  the  United  States  ; 
that  the  e](pense  of  transportation  shall  be  borne  by  the 
Canada  establishment,  and  that  payment  for  books  shall 
always  be  made  to  our  Agents  in  funds  at  par  in  New- 
York     Amendment  adopted.     Resolution  of  the  report 
adopted  as  amended. 
Second  nsohr-      2.  Resolution  releasing  the  Canada  Book  Concern  from 
uon  adopted,    certain  obligations  to  the  Book  Concern  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.     Adopted. 

1.  Resolution,  part  2,  read,  recommending  lumconcor- 
rence  in  the  request  of  C.  B.  Tippett. 
Amendment  of-      Brother  Sandford  renewed  his  motion  to  amend  so  as 
SSiSi?'*''^  to  pay  bro.  Tippett's  moving  expenses  from  New- York  to 

his  station. 
Laid  on  table.        Brother  Sandford's  amendment  laid  on  the  table.     The 

resolution  as  reported  by  the  committee,  adopted. 
Part  t  adopted.       2.  Resolution  releasing  the  estate  of  brother  Ball  from 
claims  of  the  Book  Concern.     Adopted. 

3.  Resolution  releasing  the  estate  of  John  H.  Piper. 
Adopted. 

4.  Resolution  releasing  the  estate  of  Russell  Bigelow. 
Adopted. 

^*Dted  "'"'*      Voted  to  adopt  the  report  as  a  whole. 

Mr-^^Gnien  to      On  motion  of  brother  Porter,  the  Secretary  was  ordered 

dStagaoToeSf  to-give  Rev.  Mr.  Green  a  copy  of  the  doings  of  this  Con- 

con.  in  relation  ference.in  relation  to  the  petitions  of  the  Canada  Confer- 
to  petitions  of  ^^^^  *^ 
Canada  Conf.    6nce. 
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^  Brother  Wright,  from  the  Committee  on  Temperance,       ^*^}^ 
reported  in  part.     Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule.  on^'^  T6inp!»^ 

Brother  Clark  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  pur-  JJid*^*i  JJJSJf*' 
pose  of  resuming  the  appeal  case  from  the  Troy  Confer-  Appeal  case  of 
©oce.  .Agreed  to.  SlmS?*"' "^ 

On  motion  voted  to  take  up  said  appeal. 
!^  Brother  A.  Witherspoon  responded  to  £.  Sprague  in 
behalf  of  the  Troy  Conference  delegation. 

Bishop  Janes  took  the  chair  at  ten  o'clock. 

The  delegates  from  the  Troy  Conference  rested  the 
case  at  the  conclusion  of  brother  Witherspoon's  remarks, 
and  brother  Sprague  responded. 

Brother  Currier  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  not  sm.  Cumer  ex- 
having  heard  the  minutes  read.     He  was  excused.  CTjedftomTo- 

On  motion  it  was  voted  to  excuse  tbe  delegation  of  the  Troy  deiention 
Troy  Conference  from  voting,  at  their  own  request.  votolS**      " 

Brother  Griffith  asked  whether  the  minutes  taken  by  the 
Committee  in  the  case  of  £.  Sprague  were  read  before 
the  Conference,  and  made  the  ground  of  their  action  in 
the  case.  Answered  by  Troy  Conference  delegates  in 
the  affirmative. 

L  Winner  moved  that  the  decision  of  the  Troy  Confer-  Mofion  ©f  i. 
ence,  in  the  case  of  Ezra  Sprague,  be  affirmed,  firm"*tbe^  de- 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  session  was  extended  fj***?  ^^  "^^y 
ten  mmutes. 

S.  Comfort  offered  a  substitute  to  brother  Winner's  s.     comfort^s 
motion.    That  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  E.  Sprague  »'^*»^*'^*«- 
have  not  been  according  to  rule.     On  motion  voted  to 
adjourn. 
J.»  Prayer  by  brother  Shaw,  of  New-Jersey.  ^ 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  16.  Mayie. 

The  Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Pilcher. 
Bishop  Hamline  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read,  and  the  order  of  the  day  was  Accoantof  Com. 
suspended,  to  introduce  an  account  presented  to  the  Com-  Deiec^M^ro-' 
mittee  on  Expenses  of  Delegates.  aented. 

On  motion,  the  account  was  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  Ordered  peid. 
Book  Agents. 

On  motion,  the  rules  were  further  suspended  to  finish , 
the  case  of  E.  Sprague. 
.  Brother  Comfort  withdrew  his  substitute  and  offered  the  Bro.     Comfort 

toUowmg :—  ,  aubetitute,  and 

**  Resolved,  That  it)  view  of  informalities  in  the  manner  offered  another. 
of  taking  and  recording  testimony  in  the  case  of  Rev.  £. 
Sprague,  he  be  referred  back  to  the  Troy  Conference  for 
a  new  trial." 
^A  motion  to  lay  this  substitute  on  the  table  failed.  ^n  u!bto  iSild!'' 
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May  i«.  Brother  Winner  offered  an  aroendmem  so  as  to  make 

^^^^'^^'^Jj^the  resolution  read,  introducing  the  word  "  fact,**  instead 
moDdment.      of  "  manner,"  and  inserting  "  before  a  committee,^  after 

the  word  "  testimony.** 
Laid  ontaUe.       Voted  that  the  amendment  of  brother  Winner  be  laid  on 

the  table. 
Bro.  Peck  moved      Brother  Peck  moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  read,  ^  the  de- 
to  amend.;       vision  be,  and  is  hereby  reversed.** 

'Amendment  of     Brother  Cooper  amended,  by  adding,  "or  not,  as  they 
SSontSwe^'  may  choose."     Laid  on  the  table. 
Resolution    of     WhereuDon  the  resolution   of  brother  Comfort  was 

bro.     Comfort  „  j^^«.^j 

adopted.         adopted. 

iko.    08boni»t      Voted,  further  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day,  to  toke 
case  taken  np.         «  •««         ^11  1  .i. 

up  the  special  order  of  the  day,  and,  on  motion,  the  case 
of  brother  Osborn  was  taken  up. 

By  vote,  agreed  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to 
meet  again  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  specially  to  attend  to. 
this  case.     Continued  the  reading  of  the  testimony. 

Voted  to  lay  the  present  case  on  the  table,  to  make 
way  for  the  following,  viz.  :— 
A  motion  of  in-  "  That  the  Committee  on  Law  be  instructed  to  inquire 
£iw  c^.  ^  in^o  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  Discipline,  (two 
thirds  of  the  General  Conference,  and  three-fourths 
of  the  members  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences, 
present  and  voting,  concurring,)  as  to  add  the  following 
to  the  section  relating  to  tne  General  Conference: 
"  At  every  session  of  the  General  Conference  a  committee 
consisting  of  one  member  from  each  of  the  delegates  com- 
posing that  body  be  chosen  by  the  delegations  respectively, 
in  which  one  of  the  Bishops  shall  preside,  shsdl  be  ap- 
pointed, to  be  denominated, '  The  Committee  on  Appeals.' 
The  said  committee  shall  sit  as  a  'court  of  appeals* 
during  the  regular  sessions  of  the  General  Conference, 
from  time  to  time,  as  necessity  may  require,  and  shall 
have  full  authority  to  hear,  try,  and  finally  adjudicate,  all 
appeals  from  the  decision  of  any  Annual  Conference,  and 
which  may  be  referred  to  them  by  the  General  Confer- 
ence.*' 
Be/fnred_  to       Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Law  Questions. 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  brother  Webber,     j 


Law  Com. 


*  >    TUESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  16. 

The  Conference  met  according  to  adjournment  at  half- 
past  tWo  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual' religious 
services  by  brother  Gurley.     Bishop  Janes  in  the  cl^ir. 
The  journals  were  read. 
Bro.    osbon't      Took  up  the  special  order  of  the  day,  viz.,  the  ap- 
case  taken  up.  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  Baltimore  Conference.     The  reading 
of  the  minutes  in  this  case  was  resumed  and  finished. 
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'    On  motioii,  that  the  decision  of  the  committee  in  the       may  16. 
case  of  Rer.  J.  W.  Osbom  be  read. 

On  motion  adjourned.  Prayer  by  brother  Clarke  of 
Erie  Conference. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  17.  Mayn. 

The  Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
by  the  customary  religious  exercises  by  brother  Pitman. 
Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended  to  receive  a  memo-  Memorial  of  j. 
rial  from  J.  C.  Lyon.     Referred  to  Committee  on  the  tori'^'comi 

Book  Concern.  on  Book  Con. 

The  Committee  on  Temperance,  reported,  No.  2. 
Laid  on  the  table  one  day,  under  the  rule. 

The  order  of  business  was  suspended  to  take  up  the  J.  w.  osbom^s : 
appeal  of  J.  W.  Osbom,  and  on  motion,  it  was  taken  up.  tS^np.*^"* 
Brother  Holdich  made  the  opening  speech.     Brothers 
Griffith  and  Davis  spoke  in  behalf  of  the  Baltimore  Con* 
ference. 

A  motion  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet 
again  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  to  finish  the  case,  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  this  business  on  the  table, 
to  hear  from  Dr.  Dixon,  and  the  session  was  lengthened 
for  that  purpose. 

Dr.  Dixon  made  his  farewell  communication,  and,  on  Br. Dixon's  faro^ 
motion,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted : —  ^* 

"  Resolved,  That  we  most  affectionately  respond  to  the 
sentiments  so  feelingly  expressed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon, 
and  cherishing  the  most  grateful  sense  of  his  labors  and 
intercourse  with  us,  we  commend  him  to  the  care  of 
divine  Providence,  and  pray  for  his  safe  return  to  his 
family  and  field  of  labor." 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by  Dr. 
Dixon. 

THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  18.  Mayw. 

The  Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
by  brother  Geo.  Gary  with  the  customary  religious  exer- 
cises.    Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  jouTDale  were  read. 

Brother  Trimble  moved,  that  the  rules  be  suspended  for 
the  purpose  of  admitting  resolutions  by  brothers  Young 
and  Finley.     Carried. 

Brother  Young  offered  the  following : —  Reaoiutton    oc 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  in-  SSstons"'*** 
stmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  supplying  more 
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Bfay  18.       missionaries  for  the  Welsh  and  Norwegians  in  the  United 
States,  and  of  extending  our  gospel  labors  among  them.** 
Adopted. 
Bro.Ffaiiey*ire-      Brother  Finley  offered  the  following : — 
yfropSrty^i^      "  Whereas  the  division  of  the  Book  Concern,  and  other 
\      Xtion.  Church  property,  with  the  Church,  Souths  has  not  been 

\y  authorized  by  the  vote  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  as 

provided  for  in  the  Plan  of  Separation ;  and  whereas  they 
still  claim  that  we  owe  them,  which  involves  questions  of 
great  magnitude  and  importance,  therefore, 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  and 
expediency  of  offering  to  refer  the  above  question  to  disin- 
terested arbiters,  to  be  chosen  by  the  parties,  for  amicable 
adjustment,  and  report  thereon."     Laid  on  the  table  for 
the  present. 
Com. <m  state  of     «<  Also,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
prepuij^hi^  the  Church  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
oT  h  f  Se  ®^  l^^^inig  ^e  history  of  the  Church  written  for  the  last 
lact  four  years,  four  years,  and  report  thereon."     Adopted, 
churchj^wjs      « Also,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the   Book 
qo       oim.  Qqq^q,^  ^^  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
our  papers  being  printed  in  quarto  form,  and  report  there* 
on."    Adopted. 
Mental   pre-      Dr.  Tomlinson  presented  a  memorial  from  Gallipolis, 
^^  Ohio,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 

Concern. 
oneetioDainxe-      J.  Clark  presented  several  questions  of  the  Troy  dele- 
^^^^.         gation,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  E.  Sprague.    Laid  on  the 
table  for  the  present. 

D.  Smith  offered  the  followiufr : —  , 

*cSm"*on  r2      "  K®®®^^®<^»  '^^^  ^^^  Committee  on   Revisal  be  in- 

viiaL  structed  to  add  to  chap,  i,  sec.  19,  ans.  to  quest.  4,  p.  70, 

eighth  line  from  the  top,  the  following  words, '  whether 

taken  before  the  Conference,  or  a  committee  appointed  for 

that  purpose.* "     Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

P.  P.  Sandford,  Arom  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy, 
presented  a  report,  as  follows : — 
>^p«J^^'  "  The  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  after  hearing  Bishops 
^  Hedding  and  Janes,  in  reference  to  a  matter  of  complaint 
against  the^  administration,  which  appeared  in  the  Gene- 
see Evangelist,  adopted  the  following  as  expressive  of 
their  convictions  in  the  case  : — 

*<  1.  Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  committee, 
the  decision  of  Bishops  Hedding  and  Janes,  in  the  case 
of  Rev.  J.  N.  Maffit,  in  determining  the  place  of  his  mem- 
bership, they  acted  entirely  within  the  limits  of  their 
Episcopal  jurisdiction,  and  in  perfect  accordance  with  the 
discipline  and  usage  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
'*2.  Resolved,  That  the  circumstances  in  that  case 


on  Epiioopacy. 
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were  such  as  fully  to  justify  and  require  their  authoritative       May  18. 
interference.  Bepoit  of  com. 

**  The  coniinittee  also  had  under  consideration  a  com-  ^^  Bptecoptcy. 
plaint  against  the  administration  of  Bishop  Morris,  and 
adopted  the  following  as  their  opinion  on  the  subject : — 

*'  The  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  to  whom  was  referred 
80  much  of  the  memorial  from  adhering  members  of  the 
£benezer  Church,  St.  Louis,  as  referred  to  a  certain  let-  " 

ter,  said  to  have  been  written  by  Bishop  Morris  to  the 
preacher  in  charge  of  the  Centenary  Church,  St.  Louis, 
iiave  had  the  same  under  consideration,  together  with 
other  matters  connected  therewith,  and  have  been  pre- 
sented with  a-letter  from  said  preacher  in  charge,  dated 
Pittsburgh,  May  11,  1848,  certifying  that  no  such  letter 
was  ever  received  by  him ;  wherefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  there  is  no  cause  of  complaint  against 
the  administration  of  Bishop  Morris  in  that  matter. 

^  The  committee  have  carefully  inquired  into  the  admin- 
istration and  moral  conduct  of  all  the  Bishops  for  the  four 
past  years,  and  would  recommend  to  the  Confereuce  the 
adoption  of  tHe  following  resolution : —      ^ 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  administration  of  the  Bishops  is 
hereby  approved,  and  that  their  characters  pass. 

"The  committee  have  also  examined  the  claims  and 
receipts  of  the  Bishops  for  the  four  past  years,  and  find 
that  their  claims  have  been  paid,  with  the  exception  that 
there  is  due  Bishop  Morris  $21,  and  Bishop  Janes  $237, 
for  traveling  expenses,  and  the  committee  recommend  to 
the  Conference  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : — 
"  Resolved,  That  Bishops  Morris  and  Janes  be  paid  the 
balance  due  them  for  traveling  expenses. 

"  P.  P.  Sandpord,  Obirman." 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table  for  the  pre-  Rawhiitea^  to 
8cnt.    Lost.  SL'SS?  *" 

Took  up  so  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  the  admin-  Pwt  of  report 
i8tration  of  Bishops  Redding  and  Janes,  in  the  case  of  J.  *^««'P- 
N.  Maffit. 

Voted  to  lay  the  item  of  the  report  relating  to  Bishops  That  pvrt  of  r»- 
Hedding  and  Janes  on  the  table,  until  they  can  both  be  {^."^ 'j^!^ 
present.  an^awM  ijkl 

The  preamble  and  resolution  relating  to  Bishop  Mor-  bepreMst.    ^ 
ris  were  read.      The  resolution  was  adopted,  as  fol- 
lows:— 

'^  Resolved,  That  there  is  no  cause  of  complaint  ReMiation  of 
against  the   administration   of  Bishop  Morris    in   that  SJ^VoBp-iS^ 

matter.**  rto  adopted. 

Moved  that  Bishop  Morris  be  requested  to  furnish  a  ^iJ|£5^  {^ 
copy  of  the  letter  of  Rev.  Mr.  Boyle,  for  the  benefit  of  ni«h  a  ^y  of 
the  memorialists  from  St.  Louis.     Carried.  i£tt„.         * 
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iMay  18.  Voted  to  lay  on  the  table  the  resolution  of  the  Episco 

EviBoov?c<m.  P^  Committee  in  relation  to  the  administrations  of  ^e 

in  relation  to  Bishops. 

of  the  BiBhops      Resolution  of  the  committee  to  pay  the  balance  of  the 
i£^i2So^j2£;ut  traveling  expenses  of  the  Bishops,  namely :  Bishop  Mor- 
peying  Biahops  ris,  $21,  and  Bishop  Janes,  $237.     Read  and  adopted. 
PMu^lflSopted      '^b®  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  presented 
wfsute  of  the  *  ^^??^  ^^  ^®  ^tato  of  the  vote  to  alter  the  sixth  re- 
ChQTch  aboat  sthctive  rule,  to  the  effect  that  the  number  of  votes  required 
•trictivfartf^'  ^7  ^^  Discipline  to  change  said  rule  had  not  been  given. 
.R^BrtjMjdved,      Moved  to  receive  the  jrepOrt,  and  order  it  to  be  entered 
texed  on  bS^  upou  the  Joumal  of  Reports.     Agreed  to, 
MemSrt?*ftt)m     ^'  ^®^^  presented  a  memorial  from  members  of  the 
dtyofN.Y.     Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  city  of  New- York, 
which,  on  motion,,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Itinerancy. 
Moved  to  take      S.  Comfort  moved  to  suspend  the  general  orders  to 
i^m    Oneida  take  up  the  special  order,  namely :  the  appeal  case  from 
conf-  the  Oneida  Conference. 

^ttaio  e^      Brother  Trimble  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  the  ap- 
•tead  <?  On-  peal  from  Baltimore  instead  of  from  Oneidx.     Liost. 
eida,  lost.  Brother  Comfort  withdrew  the  motion. 

Brother  Filmore  moved  to  suspend  the  general  orders 
to  receive  memorials  and  petitions. 
Mammal*  pro-     The  chair  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of 
'^  boundaries.      Referred    to   the    Committee    on    Boun- 

daries. 

A  memorial  from  S.  M.  £.  Goheen,  in  behalf  of  Libe- 
ria Mission  Conference,  asking  that  said  Conference  may 
be  allowed  representation  in  the  General  Conference,  was 
presented  and  read.  Voted  to  refer  said  memorial  to  the 
Committee  on  Missions. 

Brother  Wright  presented  a  memorial  from  Thomas 
Stringfield  and  S.  Patten,  in  relation  to  the  dividends 
claimed  by  the  Holston  Conference.  Referred  by  vote  to 
the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

A  memorial  was  presented  by  brother  Davis,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

J.  A.  Massey  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of 
church  music.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisal. 

Brother  Mattison  presented  a  memorial  in  relation  to 
boundaries.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Bro.  Greenwood  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of 

boundaries.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

i^rmdormi.     Brother  Kenney  moved  that  so  much  of  the  journals 

to  diriatoB  «[  of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference  as  relates  to  a  division  of 

2?.?7ill?'l-  said  Conference,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bounda- 

rea  to  com.  on    .  ^^       .    _     ' 

Boimduiea.     nes,    C/amed. 

Monoitai    pro^      R.  Hopkins  presented  a  memorial  from  preachers  in 
'^  Pittsborgli  Conference,  in  relation  to  division  of  said 
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Conference.     The  paper  was  referred  to  the  Committee       May  i6. 
on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Eddy  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  Memorials  pre- 
books.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern.  »ented. . 

Also  a  paper  on  boundaries.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 

The  same  from  the  Oneida  Conference  delegation  on 
boundaries.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Steadman  presented  a  memorial  from  Theodore 
Stow.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

The  law  questions  presented  by  brother  Judson.  Re-  I'^w  questions 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Law  Questions.  i^wcom.  ^ 

By  P.  Cartwright,  from  sundry  members  from  Missouri. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

Brother  Dennis  presented  a  paper  from  Dr.  Luckey.  Pipers  presented 
Voted  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Law  Questions.  by  bro.  Dennis. 

Another  by  the  same.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Law  Questions. 

Another  by  the  same  from  J.  T.  Arnold.  'Laid  on  the 
table. 

The  orders  of  the  day  were  on  motion  suspended  to  Appeal  case  from 
take  up  and  finish  the  appeal  case  frora^  Baltimore.  Dr.  ^^^-  *^®"  ^p- 
Holdich  closed  the  case. 

Brother  Farrington  moved  that  the  decision  of  the  Bal-  Resolution  to 
timore  Conference  in  the  case  of  John  W.  Osbom  be  cwSn'1)f  flit 
reversed.  *^°'*^- 

Brother  J.  A.  Collins  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  j.  a.  coiijns  ex- 
He  was  excused.  ^  l^  ^"™  ""^ 

A  motion  to  excuse  all  the  delegates  from  Baltimore  Aes.  to  excuse 
was  laid  on  the  table.  WdonSSJi"" 

Brother  Sandford  asked  to  be  excused  ^ni  voting  on  Bro.  sandfoni 
the  ground  of  being  absent  when  the  case  was  heard.  ^^^  ^'^^ 
He  was  excused. 

And  the  motion  to  reverse  the  action  of  the  Baltimore  Motion  to  re- 
Conference  in  this  case  was  carried.  ^®"®  cawed. 

On  motion  voted  to  take  up  the  appeal  case  from  Oneida  Appeal  case  from 
Conference.  taken  up. 

Voted  to  sit  with  closed  doors  during  the  examination 
of  this  case. 

Voted  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  again 
at  half  past  two  o'clock  this  adernoon. 

A.  letter  from  the  appellant  was  read,  and  J.  A.  Collins  b.  D.^a^en's 
appeared  as  his  counsel.  ^ 

It  was  moved  that  the  president  be  requested  to  ap- 
point some  person  to  keep  the  door  during  the  trial  of  this 
appeal.     Carried. 

Whereupon  Benj.  GrifTen  was  appointed  door-keeper. 

On  motion  voted  that  the  appeal  of  B.  D.  Sniifen  be 
admitted.  The  journals  of  the  Oneida  Conference  in  the 
case  were  read. 

8  .^)      "■" 


fen's  ca«c. 
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May  18.       ^  .Jesse  T.  Peck  moved  the  following  resolution : — 
Adjonnunent.       "  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  informalities  in  the  journals 
^SSfcn.  "'  ^'  of  Oneida  Conference  in  relation  to  B.  D.  Sniffen,  he  be 
referred  back  to  Oneida  Conference  for  a  new  triaL** 
Withdrawn.     Renewed  by  J.  A.  Collins. 

Moved  to  prolong  the  sessions  ten  minutes.     Carried. 
Voted  that  Conference  do  now  adjourn.     Prayer  by 
brother  Phelps. 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  18. 

The  Conference  met  at  half  pa^t  two  o'clock.     Religious 
services  by  brother  Elliott.     Bishop  Hamline  in  the  chair. 
The  journals  were  read. 
I         Voted  to  suspend  the  General  order  to  take  up  the  ap- 
peal case  of  B.  D.  Snifien.     Voted  to  take  up  the  said  case. 
J.  A.  couina'      J.  A.  Collins  withdrew  the  motkm  pending  at  the  time 
excepticms^^to  ^^  ^^  adjournment,  and  presented  a  paper  of  exceptions  to 
the  journals  of  Oneida  Conference,  in  the  trial  of  B.  D. 
Sniffen,  namely : — 
Action  in  Snif-      ((-^g  counsel  for  B.  D.  Sniffen,  in  his  appeal  pending 
ruM       iiefore  this  General  Conference,  and  in  his  behalf,  I  ex- 
cept to  the  journals  of  the  Oneida  Annual  Conference,  in 
his  case,  on  the  following  points : — 

"  1 .  Because  the  Secretary  of  the  Oneida  Conference 
did  not  keep  regular  minutes  of  the  trial. 

"2.  Because  the  charges  and  specifications  on  which 
said  Sniffen  was  arraigned,  tried,  convicted,  and  expelled 
from  the  M.  E.  Church,  by  said  Conference,  do  not  appear 
on  the  record,  nor  is  there  any  reference  to  any  minuteSy 
kept  by  the  Secretary  of  said  Conference  in  which  they 
are  recorded. 

"  3.  Because  of  the  omissions  and  irregularities,  the  evi- 
dence, if  there  be  any,  does  not  come  before  the  General 
Conference,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Discij^e 
in  such  cases.'' 

The  counsel  for  the  appellant  addressed  the  Confer- 
ence in  [support  of]  this  biU  of  exceptions.  S.  Comfort  and 
D.  Holmes  replied  against  said  bill,  and  brother  Ci^lias 
responded. 
G^^  Pedi's  re  George  Peck  moved,  that  the  exceptions  taken  by  the 
'"^**^"  counsel  are  not  sufficient  to  bar  the  appeal  or  prevent  its 
being  investigated  by  this  Conference.     Canried. 

And  the  minutes  of  the  trial  of  B.  D.  Sniffen  were 
read. 

J.  Clark  moved  to  adjourn.     Lost. 

Brother  Collins  in  behalf  of  the  appellant  made  his 

plea.     Brothers  Comfort  and  Holmes  replied.    A  motion 

to  adjourn  was  lost.     Brother  Collins  closed  the  pleadings. 

BroUier  Porter  moved  that  the  decision  of  the  One^a 


nolntion. 
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CoDference  be  affinned,  and  the  Oneida  Conference  de-       May  is. 
legttion  be  excused  from  voting  if  they  desire.     The  ^^^*^5tJ5' 
Conference  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  Oneida  Confer- 
ence in  the  case  of  B.  D.  Sniffen. 
Conference  adjourned.     Benediction  by  Bishop  Waugh. 

FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  19.  Mayw. 

The  Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  openingofConr. 
with  appropriate  religious  exercises   by  brother  D.  P. 
Williams.     Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

A  communication  from  the  British  Conference,  with  an  com.  from  th« 
extract  from  the  journals  of  said  Conference.     Read  and  ®^"***  ^°^- 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended  to  receive  resolu- 
tions.   Resolution  of  D.  Hdmes  :— 

"  Resolved,  That  the   Committee   on   Revisal  be  in-  d.  Holmes'  re- 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  ■oi"^»<»- 
Discipline,  page  26,  sec.  4,  ques.  3,  ans.  2,  as  to  read  as 
.  follows :  '  provided  that  he  (the  Bishop)  shall  not  allow 
any  preacher  to  remain  on  the  same  station  more  than 
three  years  successively.' "    By  vote,  laid  on  the  table. 

By  brother  Sandford  :-^ 

**  Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con-  Bro.  sandford's 
ferences  in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  no  "•<>i«**on- 
pieacher  is  under  obligatioato  give  a  certificate  of  mem- 
bership to  any  member  of  the  M.  £.  Church,  unless  siiid 
member  wishes  to  remove  his  membership  to  another 
charge  in  the  M.  £.  Church,  though,  as  a  matter  <^ 
courtesy,  he  may  give  a  recommendation  to  a  member  in 
.  good  standing  who  wishes  to  unite  with  another  evangelical 
denomination."    Adopted. 

Whereas,  the  General  Conference  of  1840  passed  the 
following  resolution,  appended  l6  the  report  of  the  West- 
moreland petition,  viz. : —  • 

*'  Resolved,  That  under  the  provisional  exception  of  the  i.  j.  steadman's 
general  rule  of  the  church  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  the  re*®*^**®^- 
simple  holding  of  slaves,  or  mere  ownership  of  slave  pro- 
perty in  states  or  territories  where  the  laws  do  not  admit 
of  emancipation,  and  permit  the  liberated  slav^  to  enjoy 
freedom,  constitutes  no  barrier  to  the  election  or  ordina-  \    /^ 

lion  of  ministers  to  the  various  grades  of  office  known  in  \< 

the  M.  £.  Church,  and  cannot  therefore  be  considered  as 
operating  any  forfeiture  of  right  in  view  of  such  election 
and  ordination,  and  whereas,  said  resolution  is  liable  to 
misconstruction,  and  has  been  misconstrued  to  the  preju- 
dice of  our  beloved  Methodism^  therefore  resolved,  by 
the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  in  '^.  **n- 
eral  Conference  assembled,  that  the  Committee         4ie 
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May  10.       State  of  the  Chnrch  be,  and  are  hereby  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  having  said  resolution  rescinded 

J*  J.  J.  Steadman." 
Referred. 


resolutioo. 


^        Brother  Comfort  offered  the  following  resolution,  viz. : — 

Bro.  Comfort's  *'  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  in- 
structed to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  Discipline  on  page  162,  answers  I  and  4. 
to  question  1,  (part  2,  sec.  2,)  and  the  second  questidn 
and  answer  of  Uie  same  section,  page  164,  as  to  conform 
to  the  prevailing  usage  of  the  church  on  that  subject,  and 
report  thereon." 

It  was  laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 
Brother  J.  C.  Smith  offered  the  following: — 

J.   c.  Smith**      '•  Resolved,  That  the   Committee  on   Revisal   be    in- 

reso  uUon.       gtructed  10  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the 
Discipline,  chap.  2,  sec.  7,  5th  paragraph,  last  line,  as  to 
strike  out  the  words  *  proper  trial,'  and  insert  the  words 
*  manifest  reformation '  in  lieu  thereof." 
Brother  Power  presented  the  following : — 

Bro^j^  Rjwer's      "  Resolved,  That  ans.  2d,  to  quest.  2d,  of  the  Disci- 
pline, page  171,  be  so  amended  as  to  read  as  follows: — 
'  annually  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  at  its  last  meeting 
for  the  year,  the  preacher  having  charge,'  &c.  &c." 
Brother  Massey  offered  the  following  : — 

^•oiot?"***^ "  "  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  Annual  Conferences 
assembled.  That  to  prevent  all  possible  misconception  of 
the  meaning  of  the  closing  proviso  of  the  restrictive  arti- 
cles or  constitution,  on  page  22,  small  edition  of  the  Dis- 
cipline, (the  requisite  majority  of  the  Annual  Conferences 
concurring,)  the  word  '  several,'  In  the  ninth  line,  be 
stricken  out,  and  the  word  '  all '  inserted,  so  as  to  read 
'  all  the  Annual  Conferences,'  instead  of  '  the  several 
Annual  Conferences.'"  ^aid  on  the  table  under  the 
rule. 

"Resolved,  That  afler  to-morrow,  there  shall  be  no 
more  resolutions  offered  to  amend  the  Discipline,  except 
from  committees,  during  the  present  session  of  the  Gene- 
ral Conference." 

Brother  Cr^agh  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  "  and  me- 
morials." The  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the 
resolution  passed. 

Brother  Jewett  offered  the  following : — 

Bro.    Jeweti'8      *' Resolved,  That  the  Discipline,  chap.  1,  sec.  4,  ans. 

rcso  uiion.  g^  ^^  ^^  amended  as  to  read,  *  The  Bishops  may,  when 
they  judge  it  necessary,  unite  two  or  more  circuits  or  sta- 
tions together,  requiring  the  preachers  to  itinerate,  with- 
out affecting  their  separate  financial  interests  or  pastoral 
charges."     Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 
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"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern       May  u. 
be  and  are  hereby  instructed  to  receive  and  consider  any  ^^i^^J®"**  ^^' 
proposition  which  may  be  made  to  them  relative  to  the 
transfer  of  Zion's  Herald  to  the  General  Conference. 

"A.  Stevens, 
"M.  Trafton, 
«  M.  Hill." 

A  motion  to  lay  this  on  the  table  failed.  Carried,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

fi.  Grifien  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  will  adjourn  sine  die^  *^£2^"'"  '**" 
on  Wednesday,  31st  of  the  present  month." 

A  motion  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table  failed. 

It  was,  on  motion,  indefinitely  postponed. 

"  Resolved,  That  whereas,  if  in  the  judgment  of  any  ResoiuUon  on 
member  of  the  Conference,  the  discussion  of  a  subject  quertion^Y*'"* 
should  be  terminated,  it  shall  be  in  order  for  him  to  move 
that  the  rote  on  the  question  be  now  taken,  which  motion, 
if  seconded,  shall  be  put  without  debate ;  and  if  two-thirds 
of  the  members  present  and  voting,  sustain  the  motion, 
the  vote  on  the  subject  under  discussion  shall  be  taken 
without  further  debate,  in  the  following  order :  1st,  on  the 
suhstitute,  if  there  be  one  ;  2d,  on  the  amendment ;  3d,  on 
the  main  question. 

**  J.  Drummono, 
"  S.  Elliott." 

A  motion  to  strike  out  *'two*thirds"and  insert  "a  ma- 
jority" failed.     The  resolution  was  adopted. 
ij^  By  brother  Spicer : — 

''Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be  Bro. spicer's kh 
directed  to  publish  a  monthly  magazine  as  soon  as  a  suf-  '***"****'**• 
ficient  number  of  subscribers  can  be  obtained  to  warrant 
such  a  publication."     Laid  on  the  table. 

Also  the  following  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  amending  the  note 
of  recommendation  to  members  by  introducing  the  words, 
the  'Methodist  Episcopal  Church,'  instead  of  'our 
Church.' 

"  Resolved,  That  after  Monday  next,  the  rule  calling  for 
petitions  and  memorials  be  suspended  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session  of  this  Conference." 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Questions  of  Law  a.  steveiu*  re. 
be  instructed  to  inquire,  when   charges  are    preferred  ■®^»^o'*' 
agsinst  a  preacher  at  an  Annual  Conference,  and  he  cannot 
be  tried  during  the  session  for  want  of  testimony,  whether 
it  is  proper  for  the  Conference  to  appoint  a  committee  tp 
try  him,  with  power  to  acquit  or  suspend  him  in  the  inter* 
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May  w.       val  of  the  Conference.    If  not,  has  the  Conference  the 

Steven' 
solution. 


A.  Stevens'  re-  ^gjjj  ^  ^ ^fgy  jjj^  ^^^  ^f  ^n  accused  preacher  to  the  Pre 


siding  Elder  who  may  have  charge  of  him,  to  try  him  under 
the  rule  for  the  trial  of  immoral  traveling  preachers  in  the 
interval  of  an  Annual  Conference.       *'  A.  Stevens, 

"  S.  A.  ROSZEL." 

J.  Portei's  re-  «  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  in- 
soiution.  structed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  amending  the 
Discipline,  part  2,  sec.  6,  paragraph  3,  so  as  to  read, 
*  which  shall  be  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Conference ; 
provided,  that  not  more  than  one-half  of  it  shall  be  appro- 
priated within  its  own  bounds,  without  the  consent  of  the 
managers  of  the  parent  society.' 

«J.  Porter.** 

Rules  suspend-      By  vote,  suspended  the  rules  to  take  up  the  appeal 
kinson's'^'  ap"  ^^om  Illinois  Conference  of  brother  Atkinson.     The  ap- 
peal, pellant  stated  in  writing  the  ground  of  his  appeal. 
Bro.  Simpson's      Proceeded  to  read  the  charge  and  evidence.     Brother 
ftvidcnce.'^^***  Simpson  objected  to  .the  presentation  of  the  minutes  as 
evidence  in  the  case,  because  they  had  not  been  taken  by 
the  Secretary  in  open  Conference.     The  chair  decided 
the  objection  out  of  order. 

Brother  Simpson  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair. 

Brother  Collins  moved  that  the  Conference  sustain  the 

chair  on  the  point  of  order.     Adopted.     The  reading 

proceeded  and  closed. 

Bro.  cartwright      Brother  Cartwright,  in  behalf  of  the  appellant,  addressed 

for  appellant.    ^}^q  Conference.     This  case  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the 

present. 
AimounwiMnt      The  chair  annotinced  to  the  Conference  the  decease  of 
Dr.Emo^.  ^  Df-  R-  Emory,     J.  A.  Collins  ofiered  the  following : — 
Resolutions   in      «  Whereas,  this  General  Conference  has  received  intel- 
Emo^*s  ^  de^  ligonce  of  the  decease  of  Dr.  R.  Emory ;  and  whereas  the 
rease.  deceased  occupied  an  elevated  position  in  the  Methodist 

Episcopal  Church,  as  a  scholar,  minister  of  the  gospel,  and 
an  eminent  Christian  ;  and  whereas  it  is  proper  that  pub- 
lic notice  be  taken,  and  sympathy  expressed  on  such 
occasions  as  the  one  above  referred  to  ;  therefore, 

*'l.  Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  has  re- 
ceived with  profound  sorrow  the  intelligence  of  the  decease 
of  Dr.  R.  Emory,  President  of  Dickinson  College,  and 
while  we  bow  with  submission  to  this  dispensation  of 
divine  Providence,  we  cherish  with  pleasing  recollection 
the  remembrance  of  his  fervent  piety,  eminent  learning, 
^  and  deep  devotion,  zeal,  and  usefulness,  as  a  minister  of 
'  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

"2.  Resolved,  That  the  sympathy  and  condolence  of 
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the  General  Conference,  with  the  family  of  the  deceased,       May  19. 
are  hereby  expressed.  "^'^Z  ^. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Conference  Emory's    de- 
jiimish  the  family  of  the  deceased  with  a  copy  of  the  ^^^' 
preamble  and  resolutions." 

By  vote,  the  decision  of  the  Illinois  Conference  in  the  Decision  in  bro. 
case  of  brother  Atkinson  was  reversed.  revere©?!* *^**^ 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  brother  Plimpton. 

SATURDAY  MORNING,  MAY  20.  Mayao. 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Cartwright. 
Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

J.  A.  Collins  offered  the  following : — 

"Resolved.  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New-York  be,  ^ijgj^' '^ 
and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  moving  expenses 
of  Dr.  Bond  from  New-York  to  Baltimore."  Moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table.  Lost.  Brother  Cooper 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  until  we  get  the 
information  ordered  in  1844,  in  relation  to  traveling  ex- 
penses of  General  Conference  officers.  Lost.  The  re- 
solution was  adopted. 

J.  A.  Collins  offered  the  following*: — 

"*  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and 
Cincinnati  be  and  are  hereby  directed  to  furnish  to  this 
Conference,  a  statement  of  the  amount  paid  to  Book  Agents 
and  Editors  during  the  last  four  years,  in  addition  to  their 
salaries  and  traveling  expenses,  specifying  the  objects  for 
which  such  moneys  have  been  paid,  and  the  claims  any 
of  them  may  have  for  literary  or  other  labor,  which  are 
itiU  unsettled,  and  also  the  sums  paid  for  manuscripts,  for 
books,  for  the  pages  of  the  Quarterly  Review,  and  our 
other  periodicals,  and  for  assistance  in  the  EdLitorial  de- 
partments, specifying  in  each  case  the  names  of  the  indi- 
ndnals,  and  the  precise  objects  for  which  payments  have 
been  made. 

J.  B.  Finley  moved  that  the  question  be  now  taken,  previoivi  ques- 
Canied  by  a  vote  of  127.  "*^^- 

The  vote  on  the  resolution  was  then  taken,  and  it  was 


.  Young  offered  the  following  :— 

^  Resolved,  That  Bishop  Hedding  be  and  is  hereby  re-  j.  Yoiug*s 
spectfuUy  requested  to  furnish  the  Agents  in  New- York  ■<»^'»^<>"- 
with  a  copy  of  an  address  delivered  by  said  Bishop  before 
the  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  leaving  out  names  and  lo- 
calities, and  that  the  Agents  be  requested  to  publish  the 
same  in  pamphlet  form.**  Voted,  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  on  the  tahle  for  the  present. 

Brother  T.  Spicer  offered  the  following : — 
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May  90.  *<  Resolved,  That  the  Committee    on  Hevisal  be    io- 

^soiuiioMtothe  ^tructcd  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  amending  the 
Com.  on  Re-  rule  on  page  181,  as  to  make  the  estimate  of  the  Com  mil- 
^'"*''  tee  on  Table  Expenses  subject  to  the  action  of  the  Quar- 

terly Conference."     Adopted. 

By  the  same,  **That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  amending 
the  rule,  for  locating  traveling  preachers  without  their 
consent,  as  to  authorize  an  Annual  Conference  to  locate 
a  man  when,  in  the  judgment  of  three-fourths  of  its  mem- 
bers, he  is  no  longer  useful  as  a  traveling  preacher." 
Moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  Lost.  The  resolution  -was 
adopted. 

E.  Thompson  offered  the  following  resolution,  with  a 
preamble  prefixed : — 
E.  Thompwn's  "  Resolved,  That  the  first  Monday  in  January  be  ob- 
resoiution.  served  annually  throughout  our  community  as  a  day  of 
public  religious  service  of  fasting  and  prayer  in  behalf  of 
our  colleges  and  seminaries.'*  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Education.. 

M.  Hill  moved  the  following,  in  connection  with  a  pre-  ^ 
amble,  namely : — 
{M.  Hui's  nao-     '*  Resolved,  Th2|t  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  in- 
lutton.  structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the 

Discipline  in  sec.  5,  question  2,  answ.  6,  page  32,  and 
sec.  10,  quest.  1,  answ.  16,  p.  47,  as  to  make  it  the  duty 
of  all  traveling  ministers  to  render  an  account  to  their  re- 
spective Conferences  of  the  amount  of  the  books  which 
they  sell  annually,  to  be  inserted  in  the  Minutes,  as  an 
item  of  statistical  intelligence."    Laid  on  the  table. 
George  Peck  ofifered  the  following  : — 
(>.  Peck's  reso-      "  Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be  respectfully  requested 
to  forward  to  the  Book  Agents  a  copy  of  the  course  of  study 
which  they  shall  point  out  for  candidates  for  admission 
and  traveling  deacons :    that  the  Agents  be  directed  to 
publish  the  same  in  .the  latter  part  of  the  small  edition  of 
the  Discipline."     Moved  to  strike  out  Discipline,  and  in- 
sert Methodist  Almanac.    Laid  on  the  table. 
The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 
Brother  Spencer  ofifered  the  following : — 
ReMiutuMi    on      "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Law  be  requested 
"  '"^       to  say  whether  horsefeed,  in  the  case  of  those  who  are 
under  the  necessity  of  keeping  a  horse  to  attend  their 
appointments  and  duties  in  the  ministry,  is  traveling  ex- 
penses, or  not  ?"     Moved  to  lay  on  the  table.     Lost. 
The  resolution  was  adopted. 
J.  Clark  ofifered  the  following : — 
J.  Clark's  reso-      "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  directed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  altering  the  closing 
paragraph  of  part  2,  and  sec.  2,  as  to  provide  for  arranging 


lation. 


h<n*e-feed. 


lation. 
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Ae  trustees  of  onr  several  chnrches  and  parsonages  into       May  so. 
three  classes,  where  this  arrangement  does  not  now  exist ;  ';^"*'*  "■*** 
and  to  provide  for  the  appointment  or  election  of  one  class       °^ 
each  year,  where  the  laws  of  the  state  will  allow." 

Brother  Simpson  offered  the  following  substitute  to  bro- 
ther Clark's  resolution : — 

**  Resolved,  That  the  several  Annual  Conferences  be  Bro.  simpMu't 
requested  to  take  proper  measures  to  ascertain  what  •'*******•• 
changes,  if  any,  are  requisite  in  our  deed  of  settlement 
and  mode  of  appointment  of  trustees,  so  as  to  conform  to 
the  laws  of  the  several  states,  and  add  to  the  security  of 
the  property  of  the  Church.  And  when  said  Annual  Con- 
ferences shaH  have  agreed  upon  such  changes,  not  af- 
fecting, however,  any  of  the  trusts  contained  in  our  present 
deed,  and  when  such  changes  shall  have  been  inspected 
and  approved  by  the  Bishops,  so  as  to  secure  uniformity 
as  &r  as  possible,  then  the  Book  Agents  shall  be  autho- 
rized to  publish  copies  of  said  deeds,  to  be  furnished  with- 
out charge  to  the  Presiding  Elders  of  the  several  states, 
who  shall  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  seeing  that  our 
Church  property  is  properly  secured,  according  to  the 
form  of  said  deed.^ 

Brother  Sargent  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  whole  subject. 

Brother  Clark  admitted  brother  Simpson's  eubstitute ;  sutetitiite  ad- 
and,  on  motion,  the  previous  question  was  ordered,  by  a  ^^i£2^g^S«i 

vote  of  118.  oxdered. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  was  lost,  and  Motion  for  bide- 
the  question  recurred  on  the  substitute.  Brother  Cooper  SeS^MtT'^ 
moTed  to  amend,  by  striking  out  all  that  r^ates  to  the  fur-  bio.  cooper's 
nishing  of  deeds.  Brother  Simpson  admitted  the  amend-  mradadamed. 
ment.    The  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule.  ^^^'^^  ^ 

Brother  Herr  offered  the  following,  in  connection  with  ^ 
a  preamble  : — 

**  ResolFed,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instruct-  Bro.  Hen's  re- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Dis-  c^^'^  Be^ 
dpline,  page  27,  chap.  1,  sec.  4,  line  11,  so  as  to  read,  ▼!*«>• 
•and  Sahhath  Unions.*'*^    Laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Brenton  offered  the  following : — 

"Resolved,  That  the   Committee  on  Revisal  ^o ' ii^- ^^SS^'S 
stracted  to  inquire  what  amendments  and  alterations,  if  com.  on  Be- 
any, are  necessary  to  the  19tli  section,  chap,  i,  of  the  ^'^'^  - 
Discipline,  concerning  the  trial  of  immoral  preachers,  and 
report  thereon." 

0.  C.  Baker  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That   the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  in-  a  c.  Baker*! 
stracted  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  amending  the  SiSu**«?  Be^ 
Discipline,  page  25,  answ.  14  to  quest.  6,  that  the  num-  ▼ini- 
bers  of  probationers  be  given  in  the  Minutes,  separate 
from  those  in  fiill  membership." 

9 
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May*).  Brother  Mattison  offered  the  following : — 

*]!SioiSon***'to  "That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instructed  to 
Com.  on  Re-  consider  the  propriety  of  amending  question  6,  page  23, 
^^^^*  of  the  Discipline,  whereby  we  are  to  inquire  at  each  An- 

nual Conference,  who  have  been  elected  by  the  suffrag-es 
of  the  General  Conference,  to  exercise  the  Episcopal  office^ 
and  superintend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  America,^'' 
Letter  to  j^     J.  A.  CoUins  moved,  that  so  much  of  a  certain  letter 
uT^f^n  Re- addressed    to    him    as   relates   to   amendments   in    thd 
^ai-  Discipline,  be  referred  to  the   Committee  on  Reyisal. 

Carried. 
^i^tedSTfetter     ^'  ®*  Finley  presented  a  letter  from  the  commissioners 
1^  comW  of  the  M.  £.  Church,  South,  to  N.  Bangs,  G.  Peck,  and 
ChSJJh  s^^.  J-  B-  Finley,  in  relation  to  the  division  of  the  funds. 
Rob.  to  refer  to      Brother  Finley  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
S?'Sie'*ch^  the  State  of  the  Church.     Brother  Finley  withdrew  the 
Fiai^"*wiS-  "^^^^J*  to  refer,  and  brother  Creagh  renewed  it,  when 
drewthe  paper,  brother  Finley  withdrew  the  paper. 
LStoneiias leave      Brother  Mattison  asked  leave  for  brother  I.  Stone,  of 
of  absence.      ^^  Black  River  Conference,  to  return  home  in  conse- 
quence of  ill  health.    Adopted. 

Voted,  Uiat  the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  Dele- 
gates be  instructed  to  pay  brother  Stone's  expenses  this 
afternoon. 

Brother  Herr  offered  the  following,  prefaced  by  a  pre- 
amble : — 
Bro.Herr'sreso-*    *' Resolved,  That  it  is  the  judgment  of  this  General 
meiSer*w\ui*  Conference,  that  jio  preacher  or  member  of  our  Church  is 
^wing  from  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  dissolving  his  membership 

the  Church.  ,.,  ,  »»      t     -j         *v     -  li  ^ 

while  under  censure."    Laid  on  the  table. 

D.  Patten  presented  the  following,  from  the  journal  of 
the  Providence  Conference  : — 
<^|nunanica^n      «  Resolved,  That  it  is  desirable  that  our  ritual  shonld 
dence  Conf.^  be  revised,  and  made  conformable  to  our  standard  writers 
and  the  improved  circumstances  of  our  denomination.** 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal. 
Thomas  Carlton  offered  the  following : — 
Reeoiatioii    In      "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern 
^k  uid  Pi£!  ^  directed  to  inquire  if  any,  and  if  any,  what  changes  are 
Com.  needed  in  the  Book  Committees  and  Publishing  Ck>mniit- 

tees."    Adopted. 
Voted  to  take  up  the  general  orders  of  the  day. 
P.  P.  Sandford,  from  &e  Committee  on  Law  Questions, 
presented  a  report,  which  was  read.    The  first  resolution 
was  taken  up,  viz. : — 
Report  of  Com      "  Resolved,  That  a  Presiding  Elder  has  a  right  to  em- 
on  Law  Qoet-  ^^^  ^  Iqq^X  preacher  without  a  recommendation  from  a 
Quarterly  Conference." 
'  Bro.Kenne7mo-     Brother  KeQuey  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  the  word 

Ted  to  amend.   ^.  '    ^  o 

not. 
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S.  Comfort  moved  to  extend  the  session  ten  minutes.       May  so. 

Mt. 

The  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table.  Amendment  laid 

On  motion,  roted  to  adjourn.     Prayer  by  brother .  ^  ^^' 

MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  22.  Mayts. 

t 

The  Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  £.  Smith. 
Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read,  and  the  rules  were  suspended 
to  admit  the  following : — 

''Resolved,  That  the  financial  secretary  of  the  Ameri-  Resolution m re- 
cta Bible  Society  be  invited  to  take  a  seat  within  the  bar,  ^?^1SJS^ 
and  be  privileged  to  speak  on  all  questions  relating  to  the  bie  'society. 
American  Bible  Society." 

Rules  further  suspended  to  call  for  memorials,  &c. 

Memorial  of  Dr.  Bond  for  claims  on  Book  Concern.  Memorials,  Ac, 
Referred  to  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.  presented.. 

Brother  Barrows  presented  a  paper  from  M.  Newhall. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal. 

Brother  Drmnmond  presented  a  communication  from 
brother  M^Abee  relative  to  book  debts.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Also  from  preachers  of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference,  on 
the  subject  of  tracts.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Tracts  and  Sunday  Schools. 

Also  from  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  Leesburgh,  Ohio,  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

From  George  Webber  relative  to  an  error  in  the  entry 
of  his  vote,  on  the  first  resolution,  of  the  Plan  of  Separa- 
tion, placing  it  in  the  affirmative  when  it  should  have  been 
in  the  negative. 

Brother  Tomlinson  presented  a  document  containing 
financial  statements  of  the  condition  of  Augusta  College. 
Refened  to  Committee  on  Education. 

From  P.  Elder  of  Zanesville  asking  some  alteration  in 
Discipline.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisal. 

By  the  same  a  paper  from  J.  Jones.  Refeijed  to  Com- 
mittee on  Book  Concern. 

Brother  Walker  a  paper, touching  the  Boundary  Ques- 
tion.   Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

By  brother  Trimble  a  memorial  from  Cincinnati.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

By  brother  Ooode  a  paper  touching  the  question  of 
boundaries.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

By  brother  C^rtwright  a  memorial  from  the  African 
Green-street  Church,  St.  I^uis.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  Church. 
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Iiiay  It.  By  brother  Talbot  a  paper  touching  boondaiiea.    R»* 

Mimmai   pre-  ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
Cam,  on  State      The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  reported 
JjpJrt to5SrtN«irther,  in  part.    Voted  to  lav  the  report  on  the  tablo» 
making  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  at  eight 
o'clock,  and  that  we  sit  during  the  investigation  of  the 
report  with  closed  doors,  admitting  traveling  preachers  of 
the  M.  E.  Church  and  General  Conference  officers. 
]^  Older  of     Moved  and  carried  to  strike  out  to-morrow  and  insert 
wednraLy/'  Wednesday,  also  to  amend  by  inserting  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  General  Confe^eYice.     A  division  of  the 
question  was  called  for.    The  first  part  of  the  resolution  wa» 
adopted.  A  motion  to  lay  the  second  part  on  the  table 
was  lost. 
^Sr  ^8^     The  second  part  of  the  resolution  was  lost. 
<^>ora  lost.  A  further  report  from  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 

ftom^mf  on  Church  was  laid  on  Uie  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
^to^of  the  fQj  i}^^  ui3^  ^f  ^q  members,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 

for  Wednesday  morning  at  eight  o'clock. 
seport  of  the     The  Committee  on  Revisal  made  a  further  report,  mark- 
STn^^s?^^  ed  3.    Laid  on  the  table  raider  the  rule. 
Report  of  the     The  same  Committee  made  a  further  report,  N04. 4. 

«SrNo!*4^*^  ^*^^  ^^  ^^®  *^^®  ^^^  ^*y  under  the  rule. 
com.onEdQca-     The  Committee  on  Education  reported.    Moved  to  re* 
^mmittSS!^  commit  the  report  to  be  perfected. 

oonj^^OTjChar-  The  Commiuce  on  the  Chartered  Fund  reported.  Laid 
on  the  table,  and  made  the  order  of  die  day  for  to-morrow 
morning. 

Committee  on  the  Memorial  from  the  Wyandott  tribe 
of  Indians  reported.  A  motion  was  made  to  adopt  the 
report  of  the  committee. 
Report  on  Wy-  "  1.  Rssolved,  That  this  General  Conference  do  most 
udott  Indians,  earnestly  recommend  to  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Missionary  Society  of  the  M.  E.  Church  to  refund  to  the 
Wyandotte  the  whote,  or  five  hundred  dollars  of  the 
amount,  to  pay  the  debt  incurred  in  building  their  churchy 
provided  the  Methodists^  in  the  above  trfl>e  of  Indians^ 
are  recognized  as  belonging  to  the  M.  £.  Church. 

"  2.  That  the  decision  of  this  General  Conference,  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  be  conveyed  to  the  chiefs  and 
council  of  the  Wyandotte,  by  the  Secretaiy,  as  soon  as 
possible."    Report  and  resolutions  adopted. 
The  Committee  on  Missions  reported  :--* 
ReportofCom.      ^'Resolved,  That  we   recommend   that  the   German 
^  '     Missionaries  now  attached  to  the   Ohio  Annual  Con- 

ference remain  in  such  connection  for  the  next  four 
years." 

The  report  was  adopted. 
^  "  Resolved,  That  the  German  districts  now  belonging 

to  the  Illinois  Annual  Conference  be  transferred  to  the 
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Rock  RiTor  Conference,  for  the  next  torn  years."     Re-       May  at 
feired  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  made  a  farther  report,  re-  Report  of  com. 
lative  to  Oregon,  &c.    Moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  wi^toOrS 
make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock.  ^^ 
Failed.    Moved  to  strike  out  the  word,  "  New-Mexico." 

Conference  adjourned.    Prayer  by  brother  Jacoby. 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY^  23.  ^y  »• 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
the  nsnal  religions  exercises,  by  brother  Wever,  Bishop 
Hunline  in  the  chair. 

The  joomab  were  read,  and  on  motion  the  rules  were 
suspended,  to  make  way  for  a  resolution  on  the  Book 
Concern  from  Genesee  Conference,  as  follows : — 

*'  Rev.  C.  B.  Tippett  presented  certain  names  of  persons  %^tidf"^'' 
indebted  to  the  Book  Concern,  whereupon  it  was  the  Book^Co^ 

"  Resolved,  That  the  account  against  Clarke  A.  Smith,  ^™' 
deceased,   be   referred    to   the    General    Conference." 
Adqited. 

Brother  Finley  moved  to  susjpend  the  rules,  for  the.Bro.  Fioiej  in 
purpose  of  disclaiming  the  meaning  of  an  act  of  this  Con"  tmiai^  zto^ 
ferenee,  set  forth  in  an  article  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  3«nid. 
said  to  have  been  published  in  Zion's  Herald.    Agreed  to. 
Brodier  Stevens,  as  editor  of  that  paper,  explained  the 
siticle  alluded  to.    Brother  Davis  addressed  the  Confer- 
ence, objecting  to  said  editorial,  and  was  ibllowed  by 
bmther  Finley  on  the  same  side. 

Moved  to  take  up  the  order  of  the  day.    Carried. 

Br.  Durbin — ^firom  the  Committee  on  Education.  The 
first  resolution  was  read,  namely : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the*  proper  authorities  in  each  of  our  Report  of  Com. 
imiversities,  colleges,  and  academies,  be  respectfully  re-  "***^**™* 
{{nested  to  furnish,  in  writing,  to  the  next  General  Confer- 
»oe,  definite  answers  to  the  folbwing  questions : — 

"*  1.  The  date  of  the  institution ! 

''2.  The  number  and  names  of  the  departments  of  in- 
stmction? 

**  3.  The  number  of  permanent  teachers  ? 

"  4«  The  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  ? 

'*  5.  The  extent  and  value  of  the  apparatus  and  museum? 

"6.  The  present  number  of  students,  and  the  average 
nomber  anniuily  for  die  last  four  years  ? 

"  7.  How  many  of  them  are  members  of  Evangelical 
Churches,  and  how  many  of  them  became  such  during 
their  residence  in  the  institution? 

"8.  The  amount  and  character  of  the  property  and 
limds  of  the  institution  ? 
,  "  9r  The  annual  income  and  expenditure  ? 
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May  ss.  "10.  The  financial  plan  for  permanently  endowing  the 

^^MucaSiL '  institution,  or  for  meeting  its  current  expenses  ? 

"11.  Its  relation  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church?*' 
The  resolution  -was  adopted. 

"  2d.  Resolved,  That  we  respectfully  hut  earnestly  ask 
the  attention  of  each  Annual  Conference  to  the  propriety 
and  necessity  of  presenting  the  claims  of  the  literary  in- 
stitutions under  its  care,  at  least  once  a  year,  at  a  stated 
time  fixed  by  the  Conference,  to  each  congregation,  and  of 
taking  a  public  collection  in  each  congregation  for  the  cur- 
rent support  of  said  institutions."    Adopted. 

On  motion,  voted  to  adopt  the  whole  report.    (See  Ap- 
pendix A.) 
^toriai  "'to     ^'  ^*  ^<^^8  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  refer  the  edi- 
zion'8  Henid  torial  in  Ziou's  Herald  to  a  committee.   Laid  on  the  table, 
<5inf"on  Re-      '^^®  committee  to  nominate  a  committee  to  revise  the 
vision  of  the  Hymu-Book  reported  as  follows : — David  Dailey,  Phila- 
Hymn-Book.     ^^i^y^^^  Conference ;  J.  B.  Alverson,  Genesee   Confer- 
ence ;  James  Floy,  New- York  Conference ;  David  Pat- 
ten, jr..  Providence  Conference ;  F.  Merrick,  Ohio  Con- 
ference ;  Robert  A.  West,  of  Brooklyn,  and  David  Crea- 
mer, of  Baltimore. 

Moved  to  add  the  name  of  Wm.  Hunter  to  this  com- 
mittee.    Lost.     The  report  was  adopted. 
Report  of  Com.      A.  Poe  reported  in  part  from  the  Committee  on  Boun- 

oDBoimdarie8.^^^g 

Brother  Filmore  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  take  up 
the  report.   JCarried. 
N.  Y.  conf.         New-York  boundary  taken  up.     P.  P.  Sandford  moved 
Amwitomrt^^  to  amend  the  report  by  adding  all  of  the  New- York  dis- 
laid  on  uue.    trict  except  Stamford,  Norwalk,  New-Canaan,  and  Pound- 
ridge.     A  motion  to  extend  the  time  to  permit  Bro.  Sand- 
ford  to  finish  his  speech  failed. 

Voted  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 
D.  Cunry  ofifered  the  following  substitute : — 
D.  cnny's  sub-     "  The  New- York  Conference  shall  include  all  that  por- 
■***"*••  tion  of  the  state  of  New- York  now  embraced  in  New- 

York,  Ne  wburgh,  Delaware,  Poughkeepsie,  and  Rhinebeck 
districts,  and  so  much  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut 
as  is  now  embraced  in  Rhinebeck  district." 
Laid  on  ubie.       Brother  Parks  moved  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table. 

Carried. 
Previous  ques-      Brother  Finley  moved  the  previous  question.     Carried. 
Ito^rt'o?  iJ^T.      Item  of  the  report  relating  to  the  New- York  Conference 

Conf.  adopted,  adopted. 

>g^-Y^^t     The  report  bounding  the  New- York  East  Conference 
conf.  adopted.  ^^  adopted. 

'SS  to  j.^x      Brother  Holdich  asked  leave  of  absence  for  brother  J. 
Matthias.  '   'J.  Matthias  for  the  rest  of  the  session,  in  consequence  of 
the  illness  of  his  father.     Granted, 
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Leave  was  granted  to  brother  Bbirney  to  be  absent       Mayss. 
Amine  the  remainder  of  the  session,  on  account  of  ill  ^Tl  ?1  £^ 

_      -  P  '  sence  to  Oro. 

neaiul.  Bonney. 

The  item  of  the  report  bomiding  the  Providence  Con-     Ptot.  c<mr. 
ference  v^as  adopted. 

Also  that  bounding  the  New-England  Conference.  coJur*'**"** 

Also  that  bounding  the  Maine  Conference.  Maine  conf. 

The  question  of  the  boundary  of  East  Maine  was  taken  East  Maine  conf. 
up.    Brother  Marsh  moved  to  amend  the  report  by  striking 
out  *'  East  Maine,**  and  inserting  **  Bangor."    Lost. 

The  boundary  reported  for  East  Maine  was  adopted. 

The  report  bounding  New-Hampshire  and  Vermont  Jgjji^wnpdiire 
Conferences  respectively  was  adopted. 

The  report  bounding  the  Troy  Conference  was  taken  up.     Troy  coof. 
Brother  Jewett  moved  to  strike    out  Kinderhook  and 
Stuyvesant  Landing.     Lost. 

Brother  Jewett  nioved  to  add  the  remaining  part  of 
Kinderhook  circuit    Carried. 

The  boundary  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  boundaries  of  Black  River  Conference  were  taken  Black  Birer 
op  and  adopted.  ^^**°^ 

The  boundary  of  Oneida  Conference  was  taken  up  and    oneidaConf. 
adopted. 

East  Crenesee  Conference  boundary  taken  up.     Bro-  East  oenaMe 
ther  Finley  moved  to  postpone  this  topic  until  to-mor-  Jj^i^'***" 
row  to  ^commodate  brother  Alverson,  who  is  unwell  and 
wishes  to  speak  on  this  point.     Carried. 

Voted  that  the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of.  Delegates  order  to  pay  ex- 
be  instructed  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  brethren  who  have  ntm^^^^^;^^ 
to  return  home.  «an«. 

Boundary  of  Erie  Conference  taken  up.     Voted  to  re-  EzieCoDf.boiui. 

COOUnit  said  item.  dajy  recommit. 

North  Ohio  boundary  taken  up  and  passed.  i^rthohiopeas. 

Brother  Finley  presented  a  memorial  from  Cleveland,  Memorial  from 
Ohio.     Voted  to  refer  so  much  of  said  paper  as  relates  to  ciereiwiii,  o. 
the  Book  Concem  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern, 
ind  so  much  of  the  paper  as  relates  to  the  state  of  the 
Church  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

Brother  Herr  presented  a  paper  relating  to  a  revision  qf  Bro.Hen'i  paper 
Discipline,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Re-  ^'^I^i^l^ 
visal. 

Brother  Talbott  presented  a  paper  which  was  referred  Bro.  lUbott'i 
to  ih»  Conunittee  on  the  Book  Concem.  Time  having  ar-  {^'^o^'^ 
rived,  Conference  adjourned  with  prayer  by  bro.  Berry.      Book  oonoem. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  24.  MayM. 

The  Conference  met  at  8  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
the  customary  religious  exercises  by  brother  Bain. 
Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair.    The  journals  were  read. 
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MaarM.       and  Uie  Conference  took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
Ezto  Conf.     on  Boundaries  in  relation  to  Erie  Conference. 

On  motion,  brother  Kent  was  permitted  to  speak  td  the 
resolution. '  Erie  Confetence  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  relating  to 
Pittsburgh  Conference  taken  up.  R.  Hopkins  moired  to 
amend  by  adding  Roscoe  to  Pittsbnr]ph  Conference. 

Brother  Kenney  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  Marietta  and  Zanesvilie. 

Broker  Kenney's  amendment  was  Itdd  on  the  table, - 
when  the  prerious  question  was  ordered. 

The    amendment  failed,    and    then  the   report    was 
adopted.' 
<Nifc>  coDf.         The  report' relating  to  the  boundary  of  Ohio  Conference 
was  taken  up,  and  by  vote  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the 
present. 
Mich.  Conf.        The  report  of  the  committee  in  the  case  of  the  Michi- 
gan Conference  boundary  was  adopted. 
indiaaaConf.       The  report  of  the  same  committee  in  the  case  of  Indiana 

Conference  was  adopted. 
North  maiaiia      Also  in  the  case  of  North  Indiana  Conference  was 
^^'  adopted. 

]u>ckRiyerConf.     Also  in  regard  to  the  boundary  of  the  Rock  River  Con- 
ference^ adopted. 
WiMoittin  Conf.     The  boundary  reported  in  the  case  of  Wisconsin  was 
taken  up.    Brother  Hooper  Crews  mored  so  to  amend  as  to 
make  Uie  state  line  &e  boundary  between  Rock  River 
and  the  Wisconsin  Conference.    The  amendment  was 
laid  on  the  table.    The  report  was  adopted. 
lowaCooL        Iowa  Conference  boundary  taken  up.    Brother  Reed 
moved  to  strike  out  Nebraska,  and  insert  in  the  stead 
thereof,  *'  all  the  territory  north  of  the  state  of  Iowa  and 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River."    Adopted. 
And  the  report,  as  amended,  was  aidopted. 
nuMtoConf.        Illinois  Conference.    Brother  Phelps  moved  to  amend 
by  striking  out,  **  beginning  at  Warsaw,  thence  to  Au- 
gusta, thence  to  Doddsville,  thence  to  the  mouth  of  Spoon 
River ;"  and  insert,  <*  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Illi- 
ACHs  River,  thence  to  the  mouUi  of  .Spoon  River."    Laid 
on  the  table. 

Brother  Haney  moved  to  amend  by  including  Bloom- 
ington  in  the  Rock  River  Conference.  Lost.  The  report 
relating  to  Illinois  ConferenceTadopted. 

Boundary  of  Baltimore  Conference  taken  up.    Moved 
to  lay  this  part  of  the  report  on  the  table.    Lost.    Moved 
to  recommit,  with  instruction  to  give  a  more  definite  boun- 
dary to  the  Baltimore  Conference.    Carried. 
^^^^  ■  Philadelphia  Conference  adopted  as  reported. 

(few-Jeney        The  New-Jersey  Conference  boundary,  as  reported  by 
^^^'         the  Committee  on  Boundaries,  was  adopted 
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Voted  to  lay  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Boanda-       Mtyst. 
ries  on  the  table,  to  take  up  the  special  order  of  the  day. 

By  motion,  voted  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  Report  of  com. 
on  the  State  of  the  Church.    Moved  to  consider  the  SSSf"'** 
second  report  first.    A  call  for  the  previous  question  was 
Mistained,  and  the  motion  failed. 

Took  up  the  first  report.  Mfued,  to  read  it,*and  act  upon 
the  question  section  by  section.  Yeas  and  na3r8  ordered. 
The  first  declaration  was  taken  up. 

**  1.  There  exists  no  power  in  the  General  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  £piseq)al  Church  to  pass  any  act  which, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  effectuates,  authorizes^  or 
sanctions,  a  division  of  said  Church." 

The  first  declaration  was  adopted  by  the  following 
vote: 

Ybas — ^Bowen,  Wilson,  Brison,  Morgan,  Miller,  Col-  Teas. 
lins,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Hazzard,  Kennaday,  Scott, 
Dorbin,  Grerry,  Stevens,  Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Pitman, 
Blown,  J.  K.  Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Winner,  Ray- 
mond, Trafton,  Sargent,  Crandall,  Porter,  Sandfoid, 
Creagh,  George  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Floy, 
Griswold,  Holdich,  Richardson,  Griffon,  Jewett,  Baker, 
Banows,  Adams,  E.  Smith,  Spicer,  John  Clark,  Benedict, 
Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer,  Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier, 
Harding,  Williams,  Gary,  Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster, 
Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  Kenney,  Swayze,  Cook,  Dmmmond, 
Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort,  Redding,  Parks,  CoUxmi, 
Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill,  Webber, 
Fletcher,  Farrington,  Nickerson,  Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  Kins* 
lejjBain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres,  Stedman,  Plympton,  Sum- 
men,  Haaey,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler,  Crews,  Power, 
Gnrley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Qnigley,  M'Mahan,  Filmore, 
•AhersoB,  Homier,  Cailton,  .Dennis  Seager,  Nevins, 
Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Walker,  C.  Elliott, 
Tomlinaon,  Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  li^ght,  Stewart,  H.  W. 
Reed,  Bowmm,  J.  C.  Smith,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper, 
Hargrave,  Pilcher,  James  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague, 
Chaideld,  Akers,  Cartwright,  Bobbins,  Barger,  Jacoby, 
Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott. 

Nats— J.  Davis,  Maasey,  Hamilton.  Ktfi. 

Voted  thai  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  again 
SI  half-past  two  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

"2d  declaration:  It  is  the  right  of  every  member  of  Second  dodttt- 
the  Methodist  £.  Church  to  remain  in  said  Church  unless  ^^ 
goilty  of  the  violation  of  its  rules^  and  there  exists  no 
power  in  the  ministry,  either  individually  or  collectively, 
to  deprive  any  member  of  said  right."    Adopted. 

Tbas. — ^Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson,  Brison,  Morgan,  Miller,        tms; 
Bear,  Collins,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Hazzard,  Kenna- 
day, Massey,  Scott,  Durbin,  Gerry,   Stevens,  Bonney, 
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Bfay84  Patten,  Allen,  En^erson,  Pitman,  Brown,  J.  K.  Shaw, 
Yea*.  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Winner,  Raymond,  Trafu>9,  Sar- 
gent, Crandall,  Sandford,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Cuny,  D. 
Smith,  F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold,  Porter,  Holdich,  Rich- 
ardson, Griffen,  Jewett,  Baker,  Barrows,  Adams,  £.  Smith, 
Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer, 
Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding,  Williams,  Gaiy, 
Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  Kenney, 
Swayze,  Cook,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort, 
Reddy,  Parks,  Colburn,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder, 
Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Fletcher,  Farrington,  Nickerson, 
Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  H.  Kinsley,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres, 
Steadman,  Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler, 
Crews,  Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Quigley,  M*Mahan, 
Filmore,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Seager, 
Nevins,  Wood  worth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Walker,  C. 
Elliott,  Tomlinson,  Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart, 
H.  W.  Reed,  Bowman,  J.  C.  Smith,  Brenton,  Goode, 
Hargrave,  Cooper,  Pilcher,  James  Shaw,  Brakeman, 
Sprague,  Chatfield,  Akers,  Cartwright,  Bobbins,  Barger, 
Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott 
Nay.  Nays. — ^William  Hamilton. 

Tiiird  deciara-      "  3d  declaration :  This  right  being  inriolably  secured  by 
^^'  the  fifth  restrictive  article  of  the  Discipline,  which  guaran- 

ties to  members,  ministers,  and  preaehers,  the  right  of 
trial  and  appeal,  any  acts  of  the  Church  otherwise  sepa- 
rating them  from  said  Church,  contravene  the  constitu- 
tional rights  and  privileges  of  the  membership  and  ministry." 

The  Yeas  and  Nays  were  ordered.  The  session  was 
prolonged  to  finish  this  call. 

Before  voting,  a  motion  to  adjourn  prevailed.  Prayer 
by  brother  Hargrave.  • 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  24. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  and  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Snyder. 
Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 
^rmittSd"'uJ      The  joum^s  were  read.   Brother  Hamilton  had  his  name 

ncord  his  voto  recorded  on  the  negative  side  of  the  question,  on  both  the 

inHioneguiye.  declarations  heretofore  voted  on  by  the  Conference. 

The  rules  were  suspended  to  receive  a  communication 
from  R.  Hopkins,  which  was  referred  to  the  Conunittee 
on  the  Book  Concern. 

Leave  of  ab-      Leave  of  absence  to  brother  J.  D.  Bridge  was  granted. 

S?dge.^  *^' .  Orders  further  suspended  to  take  up  the  business  before 
the  Conference  at  the  time  of  its  adjournment.  By  vote, 
took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Churcn.  The  third  declaration  was  read,  and  adopted, 
and  the  vote  was  as  follows : — 
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Ybab. — ^Wilson,  Brison,  Morgan,  Miller,  Bear,  Collins,  MayS4. 
Griffith,  Roszel,  Hazzard,  Kennaday,  Massey,  Scott,  Y«"- 
Geny,  Stevens,  Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Pitman,  Brown, 
J.  K.  Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Winner,  Raymond, 
Trafton,  Sargent,  Crandall,  Porter,  Sandford,  Creagh, 
G.  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold, 
Holdicb,  Richardson,  Griffon,  Jewett,  Baker,  Barrows, 
Adams,  £.  Smith,  Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T. 
Peck,  Frazer,  Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding, 
WiUiams,  Gaxy,  Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  S. 
Elliott,  Savage,  Cook,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Com- 
fort, Reddy,  Parks,  Colborn,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes, 
Soyder,  Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Fletcher,  Farrington, 
Nickerson,  Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  Kinsley,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke, 
Ayres,  Steadman,  Plympton,  Summers,  Haney,  Phelps, 
Jodson,  Chandler,  Crew^,  Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thomson, 
Qaigley,  M'Mahan,  Filmore,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton, 
Dennis,  Seager,  Nevins,  Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley, 
Young,  C.  EUiott,  Walker,  Tomlinson,  Nast,  Herr, 
Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H.  W.  Reed,  Bowman,  J.  C. 
Smith,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave,  Pilcher,  Jas. 
Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague,  Chatfield,  Akers,  Cartwright, 
Robbins,  Barger,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns,  Berry, 
Talbott. 

Nats. — Davis,    Bo  wen,    Hamilton,    Dailey,   Durbin,        Nayi. 
Kenney. 

The  fourth  declaration  was  read,  as  follows  : — 

"  The  report  of  the  select  committee  of  nine  upon  the  Fourth  decUn- 
declaiation  of  the  delegates  in  the  slaveholding  states,  ^^®"' 
commonly  called  the  Plan  of  Separation,  adopted  by  the 
last  General  Conference,  of  which  the  memorialists  com- 
plain, and  the  operation  of  which  separated  them  from 
connection  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  having 
been  intended  to  secure  peace  and  harmony  in  our  south- 
era  bonndary,  and  having  been  designed  to  be  dependent 
upon  the  occurrence  of  a  specified  necessity,  upon  the 
concurrence  of  three-fourths  of  the  members  of  the  Annual 
Conferences,  and  upon  the  observance  of  a  specified 
boundary  by  the  distinct  ecclesiastical  connection  separat- 
ing from  ns,  should  such  connection  be  formed,  and  the 
said  necessity,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Conference,  not 
having  arisen,  the  Annual  Conferences  having  refused  the 
necessary  concurrence,  and  said  provisions  respecting  a 
bonndary  having  been  infracted  by  the  highest  authorities 
of  said  connection,  therefore,  in  view  of  these  facts,  as 
well  as  for  the  reasons  before  specified,  there  exists  no 
obtigation  on  the  part  of  this  Conference  to  observe  the 
provisions  of  said  Plan  respecting  a  boundary,  and  said 
Plan  is  hereby  declared  null  and  void." 

J.  Davis  addressed  the  Conference.  His  time  having  ex- 
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lUf  M.       {nred,  Conference  rotad  that  he  be  aUowed  to  go  on  and 
finish  his  address. 

N.  Wilson  also  having  ezhansted  his  time,  it  was  voted 
that  be  be  permitted  to  proceed. 
Brother  Drum-     Brother  Dnmimond  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out 
the  phrase,  "  upon  the  concurrence  of  three-fourths  of  the 
members  of  the  Annual  Conferences." 

Moved  and  carried  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table, 
^^iifi?"'  Brother  Collins  moved  to  amend  the  fourth  declaration, 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  words  *'  reasons  before  speci- 
fied," and  add,  "  That  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  consist- 
ing of  three,  be  appointed  by  the  General  Conference  of 
the  M.  £.  Church,  to  confer  with  a  like  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  Said  Board  of  Com- 
missioners shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  negotiate 
and  settle  all  matters  of  alledged  violations  of  the  line  of 
division  between  the  two  Churches ;  and  also  in  connec- 
tion with  the  episcopacy  of  the  M.  £r  Church  and  the 
M.  £.  Church,  Souths  make  provisions  for  the  extension 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  either  Church  over  all  such  societies 
as  may  wish  to  adhere  to  them  respectively."  Confer- 
ence granted  ^leave  to  brother  Collins  to  finish  his  re- 
marks. 

On  motion  Conference  adjourned.    Prayer  by  brother 
Hamilton. 


M«y».  THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  25. 

The  Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with   the    usual,  religious    exercises   by   brother    John 
Stewart.    Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 
The  journals  were  read. 

Brother  Sandford  moved  to  suspend  the  orders  of  the 
day  to  take  up  the  report  on  episcopacy.  The  motion 
failed. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  rules  to  take  up  the  business 

^  on  which  Conference  was  occupied  when  we  adjourned. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 

State  of  the  Church. 

;  Motion  to  limit      S.  Comfort  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  during  this  dis- 

"P^*^^-        cussion  limiting  speakers  to  fifteen  minutes,     held  on  the 

table. 
Bro^Kranaday      Brother  Kenusday  having  exhausted  his  time  in  ad- 
^Siiah.        ^  dressing  the  Conference,  on  motion,  voted  that  he  have 

leave  to  finish  his  speech. 
^•Si^L^'     Brother  Porter's  time  having  expired,  moved  to  extend 
the  time  to  allow  mm  to  fimsh  his  speech.     Brother 
Porter  declined  the  privilege. 
^0  tolSa^      Brother  Curry's  time  having  expired,  voted  that  he  be 
lengtiieiied.     permitted  to  proceed. 
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Brother  Tomlinson  moved  to  recoaunit  the  fourth  deola-  *   Mbj  «* 
laticm  to  the  commitiee  which  reported  it. 

Voted,  that  when  we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

J.  A.  Collins  presented  the  follawing  addition  to  his  J-A;Comn«>a^ 
amendment,  viz. :  "  It  being  understood,  that  .should  the  amendnmt, 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  decline  acceding  to 
the  above  proposition,  or  not  comply  therewith,  or  should 
the  negotiation  be  unsuccessful ;  then,  and  in  that  event, 
the  authorities  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  are  at 
liberty  to  extend  her  jurisdiction  over  all  societies  that 
may  desire  it." 

Brother  Cooper  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  recommit  on 
the  table.     Carried. 

On  motion  the  Conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by  bro- 
ther Brenton. 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  25. 

Conference  met  a,t  half-past  two  o'clock,  and  was 
opened  with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother 
Ttimble.     Bishop  Hamline  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  were  read,  and,  on  motion,  the  rules  were 
suspended.  Voted  to  take  up  the  business  pending  at  the 
dose  of  the  morning  session. 

On  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  upon  brother 
CoIUns'  amendment,  when  the  following  members  voted 
in  the  affirmative  : — 

Yeas— Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson,  Bnson,  Morgan,  Miller,  Ym»  <>»  ^j 
Hamilton,  Bear,  Collins,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Hazzard,  Kenna*  amendmem. 
day,  Massey,  Scott,  Durbin,  Griffon,  S.  Elliott,  W.  Ken- 
ney,  Cook,  Monroe,  Bowman. 

Nays — Griffith,  Gerry,  Stevens,  Patten,  Allen,  Emer-  Ntys. 
son,  Pitman,  Brown,  Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Winner, 
Raymond,  Trafton,  Sargent,  Crandall,  Porter,  Creagh, 
6.  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Griswold,  Holdich, 
Richardson,  Jewett,  Baker,  Barrow,  Adams,  £.  Smith, 
Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Fraser, 
Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding,  Williams,  Gary, 
Maitison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  Swayze,  Drununond, 
Spencer,  Comfort,  Reddy,  Parks,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Snyder, 
Jenae,  Webber,  Fletcher,  Farrington,  Nickerson,  Marsh, 
E.  Shaw,  Kinsley,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres,  Steadman, 
Plympton,  Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler, 
Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan,  Fil- 
more',  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Seager,  Nevina, 
Woodwortb,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  C.  Elliott,  Walker, 
Tomlinson,  Herr,  TrimWe,  Wright,  Stewart,  H.  W.  Reed, 
Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave,  Pilcher,  J.  Shaw, 
Brakeman,  Sprague,  Chatfield,  Akers,  Gartwright»  Rob* 
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UsfU.       bins,  Baiger,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott^  Col* 
burn,  Floy. 

Whereupon  the  chair  pronounced  the  amendment  lost. 
G.  Peck  offered  the  following  substitute  to  the  original 
fourth  declaration  : — 
G,  Peek's  sub-      «<  The  report  of  the  committee  of  nine,  commonly  called 
stitute.  ,  jjj^  pj^j^  ^^  Separation,'  adopted  by  the  General  Confer- 

ence at  its  session  in  1844,  having  in  its  results  practi- 
cally contravened  the  above-named  principles,  and  having 
been  dependent  upon  conditions  which  have  not  been 
fulfilled,  it  is  hereby  declared  that  said  Plan  is  and  has 
been  null  and  void." 
"ame  dnu!**^**  Brother  Webber  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  *^  always  ** 
ameD     nt     ij^f^^g  « j^j^g  h^en  null  and  void." 

The  previous  question  was  moved.     Lost. 
)^.\x  was  moved  to  adjourn.    Not  carried. 

The  amendment  of  brother  Webber  to  insert  the  word 
"  always,"  lost. 
««^t  laid  on      Moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table.     Carried. 
E.  shaw'i  ex-      Voted  that  the  expenses  of  brother  £.  Shaw,  delegate 
PMuwioniered  ffOQi   Maine,  in   consequence  of  sickness  on   his  way 
to  this  Conference,  be  paid  by  the  Committee  on  the  Cx- 
penses  of  the  Delegates. 

On  motion  the  Conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by 
brother  B.  Creagh. 

Maytu.  FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  26. 

The  Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  customary  religious  services  by  brother  Raymond. 
Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

Brothers  Colburn  and  Floy  obtained  leave  to  record 
their  votes  on  brother  Collins'  amendment. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

1st  resolution  adopted,  namely: — 
Repwt  of  Com.  *'  That  in  the  judgment  of  the  Committee,  in  the  decision 
cfk  EpiMopacy.  ^^  Bishops  Hedding  and  Janes,  in  the  case  of  J,  N. 
Maffit,  in  determining  the  place  of  his  membership,  they 
acted  entirely  within  the  limits  of  their  Episcopal  juris- 
diction,  and  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  discipline  and 
usages  of  the  M.  £.  Church." 

2d  resolution,  *'  That  the  circumstances  in  that  case 
were  such  as  fully  to  justify,  and  require  their  authoritative 
interference." 

3d  resolution,  "  That  the  administration  of  the  Bishops 
is  hereby  approved,  and  that  their  characters  pass.'* 

The  report  was  adopted. 

After  remarks  (rom  Bishop  Hedding  relative  to  hia 
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hedth,   Jesse  T.   Peck   offered   the  follawiDg  resola-       Mayss. 
tioos : — 

**  Whereas,  Bishop  Hedding  has  signified  to  this  Gen-  RMoiofetonB  ui 
eral  Conference  his  doubts  whether  he  will  be  able  to  HeddSg.^ 
do  all  the  work  of  an  effective  superintendent  during  the 
four  years  to  come. 

"  Therefore,  Resolved,  That  he  consider  himself  at 
liberty  to  use  his  own  discretion  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
Episcopal  or  other  pastoral  labor  which  he  shall  prefer 
diiriog^said  term."    Adopted. 

"  Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  do  most  ear- 
nestly and  affectionately  request  our  respected  and  vener- 
ated Bishop  Hedding  to  prepare  his  biography  for  publi- 
cati(H),  including  especially  his  observations  and  opinions 
in  relation  to  Methodism."    Adopted. 

^  Resolved,  That  Bishop  Hedding  be  requested  to  pre- 
pare and  pubUsh,  or  cause  to  be  published  at  our  Book 
Concern,  his  views  on  the  pastorship  of  the  M.  £.  Church 
in  its  various  grades  of  Class  leaders,  Preachers  in  charge, 
Presiding  Elders,  and  Bishops,  wi^  the  concurrence  of 
his  colleagues."     Adopted. 

The  Secretary  was  ordered  to  furnish  Bishops  Hedding 
and  Janes  copies  of  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  Cooh 
mittee  on  Episcopacy  which  relates  to  their  action  in  the 
caseofJ.  T^.  Maffit. 

The  Secretary  was  ordered  to  furnish  Bishop  Hedding  a 
copy  of  resolutions  relative  to  certain  requests  the  Con- 
ference made  of  him. 
Took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Temperance. 
"1.  Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  i^^rt  <j^^. 
Conferences  in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  the  ^       ""^ 
present  rol«  on  spirituous  liquors  be  stricken  from  the 
General  Rules,  and  that  Mr.  Wesley's  original  rule  be  in- 
serted in  its  place."    Adopted. 

Voted  to  hear  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence. The  address  to  the  British  Wesleyan  Metho- 
dist Church  was  recommitted.  Also  the  address  to  the 
Canada  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  was  recommitted, 
to  make  corrections. 

A  report  from  the  Committee  on  Temperance,  No.  2, 
was  taken  up. 

''Resolved,  That  the  following  addition  be  made  to 
chap.  2,  sec.  7,  second  answer  to  the  question,  *  How  shall 
an  accused  member  be  brought  to  trial  V  page  95, — *  the 
buying,  sellingor  using  intoxicating  liqaors  as  a  beverage.' " 
Moved  to  amend  the  second  paragraph  by  inserting 
<t  manufacture."     Laid  on  the  table. 

"Resolved,  to  strike  out  chap.  1,  sec.  21,  page  75: 
'No  elder,  deacon,  or  preacher,  among  us  shall  distill,'&c." 
The  report  was  adopted.  . 
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Bfoy  itt.  The  Committee  on  the  Bible  Soeiety  reported.    Brother 

^S^ie  lo?'  Levings  addressed  the  Conference.    He   was  by    vote 

•ddnases  the  requested  to  fiimish  a  copy  of  his  address  on  the   Bible 

GoQfnwBca.     Q^Qg^^  m^Q  before  the  Conference,  especially  die  statlstice. 

Voted  to  take  np  the  report  of  Ae  Committee  on  'Boan- 

daries.    The  report  as  far  as  it  rebues  to  Baltinune 

Conference  recommitted  to  perfect* 

Voted  that  when  we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  again 
at  half-past  two  o'clock. 
East    Oenesee     The  report  of  Boundary  Committee  in  relation  to  East 
T^  Oeneaee,  adopted. 

(^^jee^conf.     ^^  j^  ^^  ^ase  of  Greuesee  Conference,  adopted. 
Baltimore  conf.     The  report  of  the  Committee  in  relation  to  the  Balti* 
**°"^^-       more  Conference,  adopted. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Chartered  Fund.    Said  report  was  again  laid  on  the  table 
Beports  ftom  s.  to  receive  reports  from  the  Committees  on  S.  Schools 
22SS'cSl^"«ndFmance. 

Reports  Nos.  1      C.  Cook  presented  reports  from  the  Committee  on  S. 
ScJn?*™  ^'  Schools,  Nos.  1  and  2,  which  were  read  and  laid  on  the 

table,  under  the  rule. 
^FtaSc?*"'     ^^  ^^  ^^^  *^®  Committee  on  Finance  reports  Nos.  I 
and  2,  which  were  read  and  laid  on  the  table,  under  the  mle. 
Conference  a^oumed.    Prajer  hj  brother  Tonngs. 
♦ 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  26. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  and  was 
opened  with  appropriate  religious  exercises  by  brother  J. 
T.  Peck.    Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read.    The  rules  were  suspended. 
The  Conference  took  up  the  report  on  dfes  Stale  of  the 
Dr.  Pwk's  fl««»-  Cbwch.  A  motion  to  lay  Dr.  Peck's  substitute  oa  the  table 
SajJ'^^-prevaUed. 

Brother  Simpson  offered  the  foUowing  sobatitiite,  wMch 
eeted  upon  sedian.by  section.  The  previous  questicm 
was  ordered. 

Brothers  Rossel,  Durbin,  sad  KenBaday,  asked  to  be 
excused  from  voting,  but  were  not  excused. 
ji<^^     An  appeal  from  £e  decision  of  the  chair,  that  a  motion 
'"'**'^to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  previous  question  is  out  of 
order  was  taken.    The  decision  of  the  chair  was  sus- 
tained. 
Bw^^«Ng«^     Moved  to  take  the  substitute  section  by  section, 
why  section^      1st  section.    "The  report  of  the  Select  Committee  of 
Pint  section.    jj|^g^  ^^  ^^  declaration  of  the  delegates  in  the  slave- 
holding  states,  adopted  by  the  General  Conference  of 
1844,  of  which  the  memorialists  complain,  and  the  opera- 
tion of  which  deprived  them  of  ^eir  privileges,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  M.  E.  Church,  was  intended  to  meet  a  neees- 


Journal  of  General  Conference,  1848.  81 

siiy  whicH  it  was  alledged  might  arise,  and  was  given       May ». 
as  a  peace  ofTering  to  secure  harmony  on  our  southern 
border." 
This  section  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote  : — 
Ybas — Bowen,  Brison,  Miller,  Bear,  CoBins,  Griffith,  Yea*  on  first 
Hazzard,  Kennaday,  Massey,  Scott,  Durbin,  Gerry,  Ste-    '®^°"- 
vens.    Patten,  Allen,   Emerson,   Pitman,  Brown,  J.  K. 
Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Winner,  Raymond,  Trafton, 
Sargent,  Crandall,  Porter,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Curry,  Smith, 
F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Richardson,  Jewett, 
Banows,  Adams,  E.  Smith,  £.  Spicer,  J.  Clarke,  Bene- 
dict, HaD,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer,  Witherspoon,  Wever,  Cur- 
rier, Harding,  Williams,  Gary,  Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster, 
Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  Swayze,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Mon- 
roe, Comfort,  Reddy,  Parks,   Colburn,   Eddy,   Rounds, 
Holmes,  Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Fletcher,  Farring- 
ton,  Nickerson,  Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  G.  W.  Clark,  Ayres, 
Steadman,  Plympton,  Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson, 
Chandler,  Crews,  Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Quigley, 
M'Mahan,  Filmore,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis, 
Nevins,  Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Ybung,  Elliott,  Wal- 
ker, Tomlinson,  Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart, 
H.  W.  Reed,  Bowman,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Har- 
gnve,  Pilcher,   Shaw,  Brakeman,    Sprague,   Chatfield, 
Akere,  Cartwright,  Robbins,   Jacoby,  Wood,   Simpson, 
Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott,  Cook. 
Nats — Davis,  Wilson,  Morgan,  Hamilton,  Bain.  Nays. 

Sec.  2.  ^*  It  was  further  made  dependent,  first  upon  the   second  section. 
consequence  of  three-fourths  of  the  members  of  the  se- 
veral Annual  Conferences,  in  reference  to  a  part  of  its 
regulations." 
This  section  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote  : — 
Ybas — Miller,  Massey,  Scott,  Durbin,  Gerry,  Stevens,  Teas  on  second 
Patten,  Allen,   Emerson,  Pitman,  Brown,  E.  K.  Shaw,    ■^***'*- 
Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Winner,  Raymond,  Trafton,  Sar- 
leni,  Crandall,  Porter,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith, 
F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Richardson,  Griffen, 
Jewett,  Barrows,  Adams,  E.  Smith,  Spicer,  J.  Clarke, 
Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer,  Witherspoon,  Wever, 
Currier,  Harding,  Williams,  Gary,  Mattison,  Leet,  Hop- 
kins, S.  Elliott,  Swayze,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe, 
Conifort,  Reddy,  Parks,  Colburn,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes, 
Snyder,    Jenne,   Hill,  Webber,  Farrington,    Nickerson, 
Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres,  Steadman,  Plymp- 
ton, Summers,  Haney^  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler,  Crews, 
Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan,  Fil- 
nore,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins,  Wood- 
worth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,.  Walker,  Elliott,  Tomlinson, 
Nasi,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H.  W.  Reed,  Bow- 
t  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave,  Pilcher,  Akers, 

11  g- 
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May  86.       Robbins,  J.  Shai¥y  Brakeman,  Sprague,  Cartwright,  Ja- 

coby,  Wood,  Simpson,  Chatfield,  Kerns,  Berry,  Talboit. 
Nayi.  Nays — Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson,  Brison,  Morgan,  Bear, 

Collins,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Hazzard,  Kennaday, 
Dempster,  Cook,  Kinsley,  Bain. 
Third  section.  Sec.  3.  "  And,  secondly,  upon  the  observance  of  certain 
provisions  respecting  a  boundary  by  the  distinct  ecclesi- 
astical connection  separating  from  us,  should  such  con- 
nection be  formed." 

This  section  was  adopted  b^  the  following  vote : — 
Yeas  on  uiiid       YsAS — Brison,  Miller,  Collms,  Griffith,  Hazzard,  Ken- 
section.  naday,  Massey,  Scott,  Gerry,  Stephens,  Patten,  Allen, 

Emerson,  Pitman,  Brown,  J.  K.  Shaw,  Force,  Felch, 
Bartine,  Winner,  Raymond,  Trafton,  Sargent,  Crandall, 
Porter,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith,  Fitch  Reed, 
Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Richardson,  Jewett,  Barrows, 
Adams,  £.  Smith,  Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T. 
Peck,  Frazer,  Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding, 
Williams,  Gary,  Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  S. 
Elliott,  Swayze,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort, 
Reddy,  Parks,  Colbom,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder, 
Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Fletcher,  Farrington,  Nickerson, 
Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  Kinsley,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres, 
Steadman,  Plympton,  Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson, 
Chandler,  Crews,  Gurley,  Thomson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan, 
FUmore,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins, 
Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Walker,  C.  Elliott, 
Tomlinson,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Nast,  Stewart,  H.  W. 
Reed,  ^owman,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave,  Pilch- 
er,  J.  Shaw,  Brackman,  Sprague,  Akers,  Cartwright,  Rob- 
bins,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns,  Berry,  Tidbott. 
Nays.  Nays — Davis,    Bowen,    Wilson,    Morgan,  Hamilton, 

Bear,  Dailey,  Durbin,  Cook,  Poe. 
Fourth  leetton.       Sec.  4.  '*  Without  waiting,  as  this  Conference  believet, 
for  the  occurrence  of  the  anticipated  necessity,  for  which 
the  Plan  was  framed,  action  was  taken  in  the  premises 
by  the  Southern  Delegates." 
This  section  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote : — 
Yeas  en  fourth       Yeas — Brison,  Morgan,  Miller,  Collins,  Griffith,  Dai- 
*'^  ley,  Hazzard,  Massey,  Scott,  Durbin,  Gerry,   Stevens, 

Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Piunan,  Brown,  J.  K.  Shaw, 
Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Raymond,  Trafton,  Sargent,  Cran* 
j  dall.  Porter,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Flor, 

1  Griswold,  Holdich,  Griffen,  Barrows,  Adams,  E.  Smith, 

Spicer,  J.  Clarke,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer, 
:  Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding,  Williams,  Gary, 

I  Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  Swayze, 

I  Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Comifort,  Reddy,   Parks, 

I  Colbom,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder,  Jenne,  HiU, 

I  Webber,  Fletcher,  Famngton,   Nickerson,  Mandi,  £. 
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Shaw,  Bain,  6.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres,  Steadman,  Pljrmpton,  'Mty». 
Sammera,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler,  Crews,  ^^j^  ^*^"* 
Power,  Gnrley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Qoigley,  M'Mahan, 
Filmore,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins, 
Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finiey,  Young,  Walker,  C.  Elliott, 
Nast,  Tomlinson,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H.  W. 
Reed,  Bowman,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave, 
Pilcher,  James  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague,  Chatfield, 
Akers,  Cartwright,  Robbins,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson, 
Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott,  Felch. 

Nats — Davis,  Bowen,   Wilson,   Kennaday,   Winner,        Nays. 
Cook. 

Sec.  5.  "  The  Annual  Conferences,  by  their  votes  offi-    Fifth  section, 
cially  received,  have  refused  to  concur  with  that  part  of 
the  Plan  which  was  submitted  to  them." 
It  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote : — 

Yeas — Collins,  Daily,  Kennaday,  Massey,  Scott,  Grer-  Yeas  on  fifth 
ry,  Stevens,  Trafton,  Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  J.  K.  "''**''"• 
Shaw,  Bartine,  Winner,  Raymond,  Sargent,  CrandaH, 
Porter,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith,*  Fitch  Reed, 
Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Griffen,  Barrows,  Adams,  E. 
Smith,  Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Fra- 
ler,  WiUierspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding,  Williams, 
Gary,  Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  S.  Elliott, 
Swa3rze,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort,  Reddy, 
Parks,  Colbom,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder,  Jenne, 
Hill,  Webber,  Fletcher,  Farrington,  Nickerson,  Marsh,  E. 
Shaw,  Bain,  G.,  W.  Clarke,  Ajrres,  Steadman,  Plympton^ 
Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler,  Crews, 
Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan,  Fil- 
more, Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins,  Wood- 
worth,  Dodge,  Finiey,  Young,  Walker,  C.  Elliott,  Tom- 
linson, Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H.  W. 
Reed,  Bowman,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cpoper,  Hargrave,  Pil- 
cher, James  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague,  Chatfield,  Akers, 
Cartwright,  Bobbins,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson^  Kerns, 
Berry,  Talbott. 

Nays — Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson,  Brison,  Miller,  Griffith,         Nays. 
Hazzard,  Durbin,   Pitman,   Brown,  Felch,   Richardson, 
Jewett,  Cook,  Kinsley. 

Sec.  6.  "  And  the  provisions  respecting  a  boundary  have    suth  section, 
been  violated  by  the  highest  authorities  of  said  connection, 
which  separated  from  us,  and  thereby  the  peace  and  har- 
mony of  many  of  the  societies  in  our  southern  border  have 
been  destroyed." 
This  section  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote : — 
Yeas — Davis,  Bowen,  Morgan,  Collins,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Yew^  sixth 
Dailey,    Hazzard,    Kennaday,    Massey,    Scott,    Durbin, 
Stevens,  Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Pitman,  Brown,  J.  K. 
Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Winner,  Raymond,  Trafton, 
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May  95.       Sargent,  Crandall,  Porter,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Curry,  D. 

Ve"  OD?  "^  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Richardson, 
Griffen,  Jewett,  Barrows,  Adams,  £.  Smith,  Spicer,  J. 
Clarke,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer,  Wither- 
spoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Hording,  Williams,  Gary,  Mat- 
tison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  Swayze, 
Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort,  Reddy,  Parks, 
Colborn,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill, 
Webber,  Fletcher,  Farrington,  Nickerson,  Marsh,  E. 
Shaw,  Kinsley,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres,  Steadaian, 
Plympton,  Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler, 
Crews,  Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan, 
Filmore,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins, 
Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Walker,  C.  Elliott, 
Tomlinson,  Na8t,^Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H. 
W.  Reed,  Bowman,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave, 
Pilcher,  J.  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague,  Chatfield,  Akers, 
Cartwright,  Robbins,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns, 
Berry,  Talbott. 
Nays.  .  Nays — ^Wilson,  Brison,  Miller,  Cook. 

serenth  sccUon.  See.  7.  "  Therefore,  in  view  of  these  facts,  as  well  as 
for  the  principles  contained  in  the  preceding  declarations, 
there  exists  no  obligation  on  the  part  of  this  Conference 
to  observe  the  provisions  of  said  Plan." 

This  section  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote  : — 

Yeas  on  seventh      Yeas — Miller,  Griffith,  Massey,  Scott,  Gerry,  Stevens, 
section.  Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Pitman,  Brown,  J.  K.   Shaw, 

Force,  Felch,  Winner,  Raymond,  Trafton,  Sargent,  Cran- 
dall, Porter,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed, 
Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Richardson,  Griffen,  Jewett, 
Barrows,  Adams,  E.  Smith,  Spicer,  Clarke,  Benedict, 
Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer,  Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier, 
Harding,  Williams,  Gary,  Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster, 
Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  Swayze,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort, 
Reddy,  Parks,  Colborn,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder, 
Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Fletcher,  Farrington,  Nickerson, 
Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  Kinsley,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres, 
Steadman,  Plympton,  Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson, 
Chandler,  Crews,  Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Quig- 
ley, M'Mahan,  Filmore,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Nev- 
ins, Dennis,  Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Walker, 
C.  Elliott,  Tomlinson,  Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright, 
Stewart,  H.  W.  Reed,  Bowman,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper, 
Hargrave,  Pilcher,  James  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague, 
Chatfield,  Akers,  Cartwright,  Robbins,  Jacoby,  Wood, 
Simpson,  Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott,  Thompson. 
Nays.  "  Nays — Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson,  Brison,  Morgan, 
Hamilton,  Collins,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Hazzard,  Bartine, 
Kenney,  Cook. 
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[    Sec.  8.  "  And  it  is  hereby  declared  ntiU  and  void/*  Mayis. 

•    This  section  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote  : —         ^^^  section. 

Teas — Brison,  Miller,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Hazzard,  Ken-  Yeas  <m  eightii 
naday,  Massey,  Scott,  Gerry,  Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  •®*'*®"- 
Pitman,  Brown,  J.  K.  Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Win- 
ner, Raymond,  Trafton,  Sargent,  Crandall,  Porter,  Creagh, 
G.  Peck,  Cnrry,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold, 
Holdich,  Richardson,  Griffon,  Jewett,  Barrows,  Adams, 
Spicer,  Smith,  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer, 
Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding,  Williams,  Gary, 
Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  Swayze,  Drummond, 
Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort,  Reddy,  Parks,  Colbom,  Eddy, 
Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Fletcher, 
Farrington,  Nickerson,  Marsh,  £.  Shaw,  Kinsley,  Bain, 
G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayers,  Steadman,  Plympton,  Summers, 
Haney,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler,  Crews,  Power,  Gurley, 
Poe,  Thomson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan,  Filmore,  Alverson, 
Hotmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins,  Woodworth,  Dodge, 
Fiidey,  Young,  Walker,  C.  Elliott,  Tomlinson,  Nast, 
Hen,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  Reed,  Bowman,  Brenton, 
Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave,  Pilcher,  James  Shaw,  Brake- 
man,  Sprague,  Chatfield,  Akers,  Cartwright,  Robbins,  Ja^ 
coby.  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott,  J.  C.  Smith,* 
Stefens,  Durbin. 

Njlts — Davis,   Bowen,    Wilson,    Morgan,    Hamilton,        Nays. 
Collins,  Dailey,  Kenney,  Cook. 

The  Conference  voted  to  take  the  vote  on  the  pream-  Pi«amt»ie  a- 
Me  in  the  ordinary  way.     The  preamble  was  adopted.  dopted. 

Voted  that  the  second  part  of  the  report  be  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  morning,  at  eight 
o'clock. 

Brother  Massey  obtained  leave  to  change  his  vote  of 
yesteiday  on  the  first  declaration,  from  negative  to  affir- 
mative. 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  brother  Steadman. 

SATURDAY  MORNING,  MAY  27.  Mayf?. 

The  Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exeroises  by  brother  Wood. 
Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  were  read.  Brother  Harding  asked  leave 
of  absence  after  to-day.     Granted. 

Brother  Roszel  asked  leave  of  absenoe  after  Tuesday 
next. 

Brother  Durbin  from  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  Repg^  of  Com. 
reported  xhe  address  to  the  British  Conference  vfiih  eSco."*''***"** 
amendments. 

Brother  Allen  moved,  that  that  part  of  the  report  which 
relates  to  the  British  Government,  and  the  part  which  re- 
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Ukjwr,       lates  to  the  subject  of  temperance,  be  recommitted.  With- 
drawn. 
Bio.     Porter's      Brother  Porter  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  paragraphs 
motion.  relating  to  the  British  Government  after  the  words  *•  our 

hearts,"  page  7. 
Bro.^    Tomiin-      Brother  Tomlinson  moved  to  recommit  the  report,  and 
/»on»8  motion.    ^  ^^  ^^^  member  to  the  committee  from  each  delegation 

not  represented  in  the  committee. 
Bro.    coopert      Brother  Cooper  moved  the  previous   question,  which 
mo  ion.  ^^  sustained. 

Voted  to  divide  the  motion  made  hj  Dr.  Tomlinson. 
That  portion  reconmiitting  the  report  was  adopted.     The 
remaining  portion  not  adopted. 
Motion  to  strike      Voted  to  instruct   the    committee  to   strike   out  the, 
^^^'  portion  relating  to  the  British  Government. 

Amendment  Moved  to  instruct  the  committee  to  amend  the  address 

proposed.        ^y,  adding  "  that  the  ministers  of  our  Church  are  in  favor 
of  total  abstinence  from  all  intoxicating  liquors."     Laid 
on  the  table. 
Bro.    Massey's      Brother  Massey  moved  to  instruct  the  committee   to 
*"*        **     amend  by  inserting  "  temperance  on  the  principle  of  total 
abstinence  from  all  intoxicating  drinks."    Carried. 
•     Voted  to  take  up  the  special  order  of  the  day.     (For 
Report  see  Appendix  B.) 

Moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  until  Tues- 
day next.     Lost. 

Moved  to  lay  the  Report  again  on  the  table.     Lost. 
Time    effoided      The  time  of  brother  Tomlinson,  in  his  address  to  the 
fo'fi^h?^*"***'*  Conference,  having  expired,  it  ivas  prolonged. 

'  Moved  to  adopt  the  Report. 

Time    afforded     The  time  of  6.  Pock  in  addressing  the  Conference 
finish!***^    *°  having  expired,  he  was  by  vote  permitted  to  proceed. 

Brother  Wright  presented  the  following  substitute  to 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  : 
Bro.  Wright's  «  Whereas,  it  is  now  ascertained  that  the  recommenda- 
substttnte.  ^^^  ^f  ^^  General  Conference  of  1844,  to  change  the 
sixth  restrictive  article,  so  as  to  allow  of  a  division  of  the 
property  of  the  Book  Concern,  with  a  distinct  ecclesiasti- 
cal connection,  which  might  be  formed  by  the  thirteen 
Annual  Conferences,  in  the  slaveholding  states,  has  not 
been  concurred  in  by  a  vote  of  three-fourths  of  all  the 
members  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences,  present  and 
voting  on  said  recommendations : 

"  And  whereas,  the  thirteen  protesting  Annual  Confer- 
ences in  the  slaveholding  states,  having  formed  them- 
selves into  a  separate  and  distinct  ecclesiastical  organiza- 
tion, under  the  title  or  name  of  the  Methodist  E.  Church, 
8outh,  and  their  General  Conference  in  May,  1846,  did 
Authorize  their  Commissioners  (whose  credentials  have 
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been  reoeived  by  this  General  Conference)  to  present       iifqrt?. 
and  adjust  their  claim  on  the  ftmds  of  the  Book  Concern  Bro.    wjdghf* 
oftheM.E.  Church:  •"^"^•*'- 

"  And  whereas,  our  common  and  holy  Christianity  pre- 
scribes and  enjoins  the  most  pacific  measures  for  the  set^ 
dement  of  all  matters  in  dispute  between  individuals,  as 
well  as  associations  of  professing  Christians ;  and  the 
whole  Christian  world  expect  ministers  of  the  «Lord  Jesus 
Christ  to  adopt  the  most  peaceful  and  conciliatory  mea^ 
sures  for  the  settlement  of  any  claim  that  may  be  urged 
against  them: 

"  Therefore,  Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several 
Annual  Conferences,  in  General  CotSierence  assemUedf 
That  we  propose  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Church 
South  to  refer  the  question  of  dieir  claim  on  our  Book 
Concern  to  Jive  arbiters,  neither  of  whom  shall  be  a  mem- 
ber of  either  Church,  who  shall  be  chosen  in  the  manner 
here  prescribed,  namely : — 

*'The  Commissioners  of  the  M.  E.  Church  South  shall 
choose  two  arbiters ;  and  three  commissioners,  to  be  ap* 
pointed  by  this  General  Conference,  shall  choose  other 
two,  and  the  four  arbiters  thus  chosen  shall  choose  a  fifths 
each  party  being  sdenmly  bound  to  abide  by  the  deci« 
skm  such  arbiters  shall  make  on  the  questions  of  such 
claims.*' 
Brother  Wright's  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table.  Laid  od  taUe. 

Dr.  Holdich  offered  and  moved  the  following  substitute, 
stating  it  to  be  a  paper  presented  by  the  Bishops  in  re* 
spouse  to  a  written  request  of  several  delegates  Uiat  they 
would  communicate  their  opinions  in  legiurd  to  the  prop* 
eity  question. 

Bishop  Morris  not  being  present  when  his  colleague 
agreed  to  have  the  paper  presented  in  consequence  of 
hsTiog  to  preside,  he  signified  his  concurrence  in  the 
first  resolution,  and  his  nonconcurrence  with  the  last  two« 

<<  Whereas  H.  B.  Bascom,  D.  D.,  A.  L.  P.  Green,  and  ftr.^jMdWg 
C.  B.  Parsons,  commissioners  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South, 
have  visited  the  seat  of  this  Conference  to  urge  a  claim  to 
a  portion  of  the  Ainds  of  the  Book  Concern,  based,  it  is 
understood,  on  an  act  of  the  last  General  ConferenoSt 
known  as  the  '  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Nine :' 

'*  And  whereas  the  nonconcurrence  of  the  Annuel  Con^ 
ferences  in  that  part  of  said  report  which  bears  on  the 
division  of  said  funds,  leaves  due  General  Conference 
without  any  authority  to  recognize  or  adjust  said  claim  in 
any  voluntary  way: 

''And  whereas  it  is  understood  from  the  periodioals  of 
the  M.  £.  Church,  Souths  and  from  conversations  with 
some  of  said  commissioners,  that  a  suit  at  law  will  be  re- 
sorted to  for  the  recovery  of  said  claim :     . 
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Maysr.  "And  whereas  the  commencemeatof  this  salt  will  change 

^'"b  tftaS^^'"  ^^®  ^®'™  ^^  *^^  difficulty,  rendering  it  a  mere  business 
^  '  transaction,  so  as  to  throw  it  within  the  constitutional  con* 

trol  of  the  General  Conference : 

"  And  whereas  it  is  understood  that  the  commissioners 
would  accept  none  but  a  strictly  legal  arbitration : 

"  And  whereas  this  Conference  desires  to  advance  as  far 
as  its  constitutional  power  will  authorize  toward  an  ami- 
. cable  adjustment  of  this  difficulty :  therefore 
First  resolution.       "  Resolved,  by  the  General  Conference  'of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  1.  That  should  such  lawsuit  be  commenced  by 
the  commissioners,  our  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and 
Cincinnati  be  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  advised  to 
tender  to  said  commissioners  an  adjustment  of  the  claim, 
based  on  the  report  aforesaid  by  arbitration,  under  such 
legal  sanctions  as  shall  render  the  award  final,  and  of 
binding  effect  on  theM.  E.  Church,  and  the  M.  £.  Church, 
Smth. 
Second  re«>iii-      '<  2.  Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  General  Confer- 
^^°"'  ence  is  not  formally  assured  that  such  suit  will  be  com- 

menced, and  inasmuch  as  an  amicable  settlement  of  the 
difficulty  is,  in  any  event,  exceedingly  desirable,  and  in- 
asmuch as  this  General  Conference  has  no  power  or 
authority  to  act  at  discretion  in  this  matter,  either  to  allow 
or  arbitrate  said  claim,  if  not  prosecuted  in  court,  unless 
the  Annual  Conferences  authorize  it  by  a  change  of  the 
constitution :  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  Annual 
Conferences,  if  said  suit  is  not  commenced,  so  far  to  sus- 
pend the  sixth  '  Restrictive  Article'  of  the  Discipline,  as 
to  authorize  our  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and  Cincin- 
nati to  submit  to  arbitrate  what  is  technically  called  the 
Property  Question. 
ThJrd  resolution.  "  3.  Resolved,  That  in  case  said  suit  is  not  commenced, 
the  Bishops  are  requested  to  lay  the  last  resolution  before 
the  Annual  Conferences  for  their  concurrence." 
Time  given  to  The  time  of  brother  Holdich  in  addressing  the  Confer- 
fiSi?**"'*^***  ence  having  expired,  voted  that  he  have  leave  to  pro- 
ceed. 

The  substitute  of  brother  Holdich  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

J.  T.  Feck's  sub-      J.  T.  Peck  offered  the  following  substitute,  seconded  by 
stitute.  J   g   p.^^y  ._ 

Preamble.  "Whereas  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

having  in  due  form  preferred  claims  against  the  vested 
funds  and  other  property  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church;  and  whereas  the  General  Conference  has  no 
power  officially  to  respond  to,  or  in  any  way  adjust  said 
preferred  claims ;  and  whereas  we  are  anxious  that  an 
amicable  and  strictly  equitable  disposition  may  be  made 
of  them;  therefore, 
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"  1.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annaal       Maysr. 
CoDferences  of  the  Methodist  £]»scopal  Chnrch  in  Gene-  ^i^totS*'*"^ 
ral  Conference  assembled,  That  we  hereby  advise  the  Book  Fint  resolution. 
Agents  at  New-York  and  Cincinnati  immediately,  in  due 
foim,  and  under  snch  instructions  as  this  Conference  shall 
hereafler  give  them,  to    offer  to  submit  said  preferred 
ekams  to  the  full  and  final  decision  of  judicious  and  disin* 
terested  arbiters* 

^2.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  be  appointed  second  retoiu-  * 

to  report  in  detail  to  this  Conference  suitable  instructions  ^°'^' 
to  be  conimonicated  to  the  said  Agents  for  the  govern- 
ment of  their  action  in  the  premises.'* 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned.  Benediction  by 
Bishop  Hedding. 

SATURDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  27. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  and  was 
opened  with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother 
S.  Roszel.     Bishop  Hamline  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read.  On  motion,  the  rules  were 
suspended  to  allow  brother  Cook  to  offer  the  two  follow- 
ing resolutions  :— 

"  Resolved,  That  Dr.  Bond,  Senior  Editor  of  the  Chris-  Resoiations  of- 
tian  Advocate  and  Journal,  as  he  was  referred  to  in  the  cSSk.  ^^  ^^' 
debates  of  the  morning,  be  invited,  while  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church,  upon  the  pro- 
perty question,  is  before  the  Conference,  to  address  the 
Cooference,  or  participate  in  the  debate,  if  he  see  proper." 
Adopted. 

Also,  "  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and  hereby  is, 
instracted  to  furnish  Dr.  Levings  with  a  copy  of  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  the  Bible  cause,  and  of  the 
proceedings  in  connection  with  its  adoption."    Carried. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  general  orders.  Voted  to  take 
op  the  business  pending  when  the  forenoon  session 
closed. 

Brother  Finley  being  in  order  when  we  adjourned  in  ^e  jAm  to 
the  forenoon,  addressed  the  Conference.    His  time  having  toiih/^  ^ 
expired,  voted  that    he    be  permitted   to  finish  his  re- 
marks. 

Dr.  Akers  addressed  the  Conference  ;  and  his  ^im©  ^a  ^^n  to  • 
haring  expired,  voted  that  he  be  permitted  to  finish  his  iteitii. 
speech. 

On  nvodon,  Conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by  Bitbop 
Janes. 

12 
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May».  MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  29. 

The  ConfereDce  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  J.  Frazer.  Bishop 
Janes  in  the  chair.     The  journals  were  read. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  reported.  A 
motion  was  made  to  strike  out  of  the  report,  "  AssiBtant 
£ditor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  and  Western 
Christian  Advocate."  An  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  offered  by  brother  Finley,  "  That  the  Book  Agents  be 
,  directed  not  to  employ  any  assistance  for  said  Editors." 

Moved  to  suspend  the  rule  of  order,  requiring  the  report 
to  lie  on  the  table  one  day.     Carried. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was,  by  vote,  laid 
on  the  table.  The  amendment  to  strike  out  two,  and  in- 
sert one  Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal,  and 
one  Editor  of  the  Western  Christian  Advocate,  prevailed. 
The  report  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  further  reported, 
No.  2,  for  this  day.     Laid  on  the  table  by  our  rule. 
Report  of  Com.     A  furthop  report  from  said  Committee,  No.  3,  for  this  day. 
tm^^  ^°"'"      1.    Resolved,  That    the  Agents   at  Cincinnati  be  di- 
First  resoiutioD.  rected  to  release  John  S.  Barger  from  the  interest  on  his 
indebtedtiess,  reducing  the  debt  to  $500,  leaving  the  man- 
ner of   its    collection    discretionary  with    the  Agents. 
Adopted. 
Second  resoia-      2d  resolution,  relative    to  the  release    of  the  Maine 
^^^^  '  Conference  indebtedness.     Adopted. 

Thiniresoiution.      3d  resolution,  relative  to  J.  C.  Lyon.     Adopted. 
Fonrth  resoia-      4th  resolution,  recommending  not  to   allow  the  claim 
^°"*  of  Dr.  Bond  for   additional    compensation,   was    read. 

Moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  the  word  "  not."  Amend- 
ment and  resolution  adopted. 
Fifth resoiaUon.       5.  Moved  to  amend  the  fiflh  resolution,  instructing  tbe 
Agents  to  release  the  interests  in  the  claim  against  J.  N. 
M'Abee.      Laid    on   the  table.      The   resolution    was 
adopted. 
.SizULraMiation.      6.  The  request  of  T.  Stowe,  to  be  released  from  in- 
debtedness to  the  Book  Concern.     Adopted. 
Seventh  resoiu-      7th    resolution,    substituted    by   referring    the  claim 
tion.  against  Isaac  M'Elroy  to  the  Agents  at  Cincinnati,  to  be 

settled  at  their  discretion.     Adopted. 
Eighth  refolo-      8th  resolution.     Adopted. 

NinS'reMiQUon.      9^^  resolution,  That  the  request  of  S.  D.  Jones  to  be 
released  from  the  claim  of  the  Book  Concern  against  him 
be  not  granted. 
Report  adopted.       The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted. 
Bepgrt  of  Com.      The  Committer  on  Correspondence  reported  the  com- 
on^^  rrespo  •  Qumjcation  to  the  British  brethren. 
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Brother  Trafton  moved  to  strike  out  the  paragraph,  "  the       Mty  29. 
mellowing  influence  of  our  constitutions,"  &c.    Laid  on 
the  table.     The  report  was  adopted.  (See  Appendix  C.) 

The  address  to  the  Canada  brethren  adopted,  and  with  Canada  address. 
the  proTious  address  ordered  to  be  recorded.     (See  Ap- 
pendix D.) 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported  further  in  seve- 
ral distinct  items. 

"The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  was  referred  ^^M^BdoM"*' 
the  memorial  of  Rev.  James  Shaw,  asking  for  an  incres^e 
of  men  and  means  to  prosecute  the  work  of  evangelizing 
the  North-western  Indians,  and  especially  those  in  the 
Lower  Peninsula  of  Michigan,  beg  leave  to  recommend 
to  the  General  Conference  th6  adoption  of  ihe  following 
resolmion : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  memorial  of  James  Shaw  be  re- 
ferred to  the  proper  authorities  for  making  annual  appro- 
priations for  missionary  purposes ;  and  that  we  hereby  v 
recommend  the  prayer  of  the  memorialist  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  said  authorities. 

**  Signed  on  behalf  of  the  committee, 


"Ifoy  15,1848." 


"  C.  Pitman,  Chairman. 


•  "The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  was  referred 
uie  resolution  respecting  the  German  work  in  the  Illinois 
Conference,  beg  leave  to  report,  that 

"  Whereas  it  is  the  wish  of  the  German  preachers  now 
attached'  to  the  Illinois  Conference  to  remain  united  in 
one  Conference,  we  therefore  recommend  for  tho  adoption 
of  the  General  Conference  the  following  resolution : — 

"Resolved,  That  we  hereby  recommend  to  the  Epis* 
copacy  that  the  German  missionaries  now  attached  to  the 
Illinois  Conference  remain  in  their  present  connection  the 
ensuing  four  years. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


"lfay23,1848." 


"  C.  Pitman,  Chairman. 


"The  Mission  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Dr.  Goheen,^  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
have  had  under  serious  consideration  the  subject  pre- 
sented and  urged  in  that  document,  and  have  agreed  to 
recommend  for  the  adoption  of  the  General  (Conference 
the  following  resolution : — 

"  Resolved,  That,  from  the  information  now  before  us, 
vid  the  various  aspects  of  the  subject,  we  see  no  suffi- 
cient reason  for  any  change  of  policy  in  regard  to  the 
Liberia  Mission  Conference. 

'*  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  Jlftiy  22,  1848."  "  C.  Pitman,  Chairman. 
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Kaytt.  '^The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  was  refeired 

^cmM^oS!^  the  subject  of  distinct  missionarj  organizations  for  do- 
mestic purposes,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  hare  bad 
the  matter  under  careful  examination ;  and,  in  yi^w  of  the 
facts,  that  but  few  of  the  Conferences  have  expressed  aaj 
.  desire  for  such  a  change  in  our  policy,  and  that  several 
others  have,  through  their  representatives,  manifested  a 
strong  opposition  to  the  measure,  they  deem  the  aala- 
biishraent  of  two  distinct  missionary  organizations  for  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  inexpedient  at  present.  But 
to  meet  the  case,  so  far  as  is  practicable  and  safe,  the 
Committee  recommend  the  following  to  be  added  to  that 
section  of  the  Discipline  under  the  head  of  '  Support  of 
Missions,'  and  made  the  fourth  paragraph :— - 

** '  Any  Annual  Conference  may,  at  its  option,  by  a 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  its  members,  assume  the  responsi- 
bility of  supporting  such  missions  already  established,  or 
to  be  established  within  its  own  limits,  as  have  hitherto 
been  reported  under  the  head  of  '*  Missions  in  the  Desti- 
tute Portions  of  the  Regular  Work ;"  and  for  this  purpose 
it  shall  be  at  liberty  to  organize  a  Conference  Domestic 
Society  with   branches;   provided,    such   organizations 
shall  not  interfere  with  the  collections  for  the  Mission- 
ary Society  of  the  Methodist  £piscq>al  Church,  as  re- 
quired hy  the  Discipline.     Provided,  also,  that  in  cas# 
more  funds  shall  be  raised  for  such  missions  than  are 
needed,  the  surplus  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  Parent  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
New- York,  to  be  appropriated  to  such  missions,  under  the 
care  of  the  Society,  as  may  le  designated  by  said  Con- 
ference.    It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  such  Domestic 
Society  to  send,  annually,  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
at  New-York,  a  full  and  detailed  account  of  the  number, 
names,  condition,  and  prospects  of  each  mission  under  its 
care ;  and  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Parent  Society  at  New- 
York  an  account  of  its  receipts,  incidental  expenses,  and 
disbursements.' 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"C.  Pitman,  Chmrman, 
''May  2%,  1848." 

The  first  report  was  adopted. 

The  second  report,  rektive  to  the  German  work  in  Illi- 
nois, adopted.     (See  Report.) 

The  third  report,  relative  to  a  petition  from  Dr.  Goheen 
in  reference  to  Liberia,  adopted. 

The  fourth  report,  relating  to  a  home  missionary  de- 
partment, laid  on  the  table  for  one  day,  under  the 
rule.     (Report  adopted  June  1.) 

Voted  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day. 


Biodier  Kennadsy  {oeseaMd  a  resolvtkm  iiiqiiiriiig  into       MisrM. 
the  claims  of  Jobn  Fergusoa.    Reforred  to  the  Musioa 
Cominittee. 

Brother  Kennaday  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  in  the 
caae  of  Ezra  Sprague.    Laid  on  the  table. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  paper  containing  qneetions  relating  (^esttons  in  b. 
to  the  case  of  £2ra  Spragne.  Referred  to  the  Cominittee  ^^d  to^ 
on  Law  Questions.  ^^  ^"*- 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried,  that  the  election  of 
Conference  officers  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  foe 
Taesday  afternoon  at  half-past  two  o'clock^ 

P.  Akers  offered  the  following,  viz.  :^-« 

''Resolred,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be,  P.  AkorfreM- 
and  they  are  hereby  instructed,  to  pay  orer  to  such  person  SSca'to  J^ 
or  persons  as  the  said  Book  Agents  may  judge  to  be  an-  ^^  ^^^  ^^' 
thoiized  to  receive,  and  receipt  for  the  same  in  behalf  %A 
the  several  claimants  narrated  below,  so  much  of  the  die* 
dplinaiy  allowanses  as  may  be  due  from  year  to  year  to 
tho  widows  and  orphans  of  such  traveling,  sapemumerary, 
soperannnated  and  worn-out  preachers,  as  have  died  in  the 
sendee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  before  the  ov« 
gaaixatioa  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ^outh ; 
also  the  superannuated  preachers  who  still  adhere  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  so  that  such  widows  and 
orphans,  and  soperannnated  and  supernumerary  preachers 
aforesaid,  living  within  the  bounds  of  the  several  Annual 
Conferences  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Sauthy 
may  receive  what  may  be  equal  in  amount  to  that  which 
widows  and  orphans  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
may  have  received,  or  shall  hereafter  receive,  from  the 
dindends  made  annually  from  the  Book  Concern.'' 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Voted  that  when  we  adjoum,  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  faaU^ 
past  two  o'clock.  ' 

Moved  and  carried  that  a  committee  of  three  be  ap*  com.  on  Paito- 
pointed  to  draw  up  a  pastoral  address.  ^  Addre«. 

Documents  from  Maysville,  through  brother  Tomliason, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

A  resolution  relative  to  the  expenses  incurred  by  bro. 
Griffen  in  the  Brooklyn  suit,  referred  to  said  committee. 

The  Committee  on  the  Memorial  of  Colored  People  of 
Baltimore  reported.  Report  laid  on  the  table,  under  the 
mle. 

The  Committee  to  prepare  a  Course  of  Study  for  Local  Repoit  of  Con. 
Preachers  reported.  The  session  was  extended  ^ve  min-  gta<ty ^Locai 
ates.    The  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  Pteachen. 

"*  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  be  in«  instructiont  to 
Btructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  forming  a  Mis*    ^S^^^*'^' 
aoori,  Kentucky,  Western  Virginia,  and  Arkansas  CoA* 
ference,  and  report  thereon  as  early  as  possible." 


94 


Journal  of  Oenerdl  Conference^  1848. 


MayiQ.  Brother  Barrows  granted  leave  of  absence.    MoTod  to 

"tob^^SSSS  adjourn.    Benediction  by  Bishop  Waugh. 


D.   Cuny   and 
M.    Slmpton't 
tttbititttte. 
Pratmble. 


Rntittoliitloo. 


MONDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  29. 

Conference  opened  at  half-past  two  o'clock  with  the  usual 
religious  exercises  by  brother  Jewett.  The  journals  were 
read. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  rule  to  take  up  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church.  Took  up  the  re- 
port and  substitute,  and  bro.  Breaton  offered  the  foUo'vring, 
presented  by  D.  Curry  and  M.  Simpson : — 

«  Whereas,  it  is  now  ascertained  that  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  General  Conference,  at  its  session  in  1844,  to 
change  the  sixth  restrictive  article  so  as  to  allow  of  a  divi- 
sion of  the  property  of  the  Book  Concern,  with  a  distinet 
ecclesiastical  connection,  which  might  be  formed  by  the 
thirteen  Annual  Conferences  in  the  slave  states,  has  not 
been  concurred  in  by  a  vote  of  three-fourths  of  all  the 
members  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  present  and 
voting  on  said  recommendation  : 

"  And  whereas,  the  thirteen  protesting  Annual  Confer- 
ences in  the  slaveholding  states  have  formed  themselves 
into  a  separate  and  distinct  ecclesiastical  connection,  under 
the  title  and  name  of  the  *  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,*  and  their  General  Conference,  in  1846,  did  author- 
ize three  commissioners  (whose  credentials  have  been 
received  by  this  General  Conference)  to  present  and  ad- 
just their  claim  on  the  funds  of  the  Book  Concern  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  :  « 

"  And  whereas,  our  common  and  holy  Christianity  pre- 
scribes and  enjoins  the  most  pacific  measures  for  the  set- 
tlement of  all  matters  in  dispute  between  individuals,  as 
well  as  associations  of  professing  Christians,  and  the 
whole  Christian  world  will  expect  ministers  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  to  adopt  the  most  peaceful  and  conciliatory 
measures  for  the  settlement  of  any  claim  t]iat  may  be 
urged  against  them : 

"  And  whereas,  this  Conference  desires  to  advance,  as 
far  as  its  constitutional  powers  will  authorize,  toward  an 
amicable  adjustment  of  this  difficulty  :  therefore, 

^  1.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual 
Conferences  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Gene- 
ral Conference  assembled.  That  we  hereby  authorize  the 
Book  Agenu  at  New- York  and  at  Cincinnati  to  offer  to 
submit  said  claims  to  the  decision  of  disinterested  arbi- 
ters, provided  that  if  said  Agents,  on  the  advice  of  emi- 
nent legal  counsel,  shall  be  satisfied  that  when  clothed 
with  all  the  authority  which  the  General  Conference  can 
confer,  their  corporate  powers  will  not  warrant  them  to 
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siibmit  said  claims  to  arbitnlioD,  this  resdiition  shall  not      Mtysa 
be  binding  upon  them.  \  ^^p,5! 

**  2.  Resolved,  That  should  the  Agents  find,  upon  taking  siibstitate. 
such  legal  counsel,  that  they  have  not  the  power  to  sul^  ^SS!?*  '*"^*" 
mit  the  case  to  voluntaiy  arbitration,  and  should  a  suit  at 
law  be  conunenced  by  the  commissioners  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Smithy  said  Agents  are  hereby  author- 
ized, then  and  in  that  case,  to  tender  to  said  commission- 
ers an  adjustment  of  their  preferred  claims  by  a  legal  arbi- 
tration, under  the  authority  of  the  court. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  should  th^  Agents  find  that  they  TUidretdsUon. 
are  not  authorized  to  tender  a  voluntary  arbitration,  and 
should  no  suit  be  commenced  by  the  commissioners  afore- 
said, then  and  in  that  case  the  General  Conference,  being 
exceedingly  desirous  of  effecting  an  amicable  settlement 
of  said  claim,  recommend  to  the  Annua]  Conferences  so 
far  to  suspend  the  '  sixth  restrictive  article'  of  the  Disci- 
pline, as  to  authorize  our  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and 
Cincinnati  to  submit  said  claim  to  arbitration. 

^A,  Resolved,  That  in  the  occurrence  of  the  above  ^Q^k  nsoid- 
specified  contingencies,  the  Bishops  are  requested  to  lay 
the  foregoing  resolutions  before  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences for  their  concurrence." 
The  first  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote : — 
YsAs — Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson,  Brison,  Morgan,  Miller,  ^SJS^^ 
Hamilton,  Bear,  Collins,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Hazzard, 
Kennaday,  Massey,  Scott,  Durbin,  Gerry,  Pitman,  J.  K. 
Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Sargent,  Creagh,  G.  Peck, 
Curry,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Rich* 
sidson,  Grifien,  Jewett,  Spicer,  J.  Clarke,  Benedict,  HaU, 
J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer,  Williams,  Gary,  Leet,  Elliott,  Kenney, 
Cook,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Fletcher,  Kinsley, 
6.  W.  Clarke,  Haney,  Judson,  Crews,  Thomson,  M'Ma- 
han,  Alverson,  Seager,  Finley,  Nast,  Trimble,  Wright, 
Reed,  Bowman,  J.  C.  Smith,  Hargrave,  Chatfield,  Jacoby, 
Wood,  Simpson,  Berry,  Talbott,  G.  F.  Brown. 

Nats — Stevens,  Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Winner,  Ray-  '^^^^ 
nond,  Trafton,  Crandall,  Porter,  Sandford,  Barrows, 
Adams,  £.  Smith,  Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Har- 
ding, Mattison,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  Swayze,  Comfort, 
Reddy,  Parks,  Colbom,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder, 
Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Farrington,  Nickerson,  Marsh,  £. 
Sbaw,  Bain,  Ayres,  Steadman,  Plympton,  Summers,  Chan- 
dler, Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Quigley,  Filmore,  Hosmer, 
Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins,  Woodworth,  Dodge,  Young,  El- 
liott, Walker,  Torolinson,  Kerr,  Stewart,  Brenton,  (^Mde, 
Cooper,  Pilcher,  James  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague,  Akers, 
Cartwright,  Robbins,  Barger,  Kerns. 

The  second  resolutiim  was  adopted  by  the  following 
vote ; — 
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Miyti.  Y&Afl^— Dsfk,  Bowen,  Wilton,  Bnaon,  Morgan,  MiUery 

"^iStfqir**  Hamilton,  Bear,  Collins,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Ha». 
zard,  Kennaday,  Massey,  Scott,  Durbin,  Gerry,  Stevens, 
Patten,  Pitman,  J.  K.  Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Ray- 
fliond,  Sargent,  Sandibrd,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Ciiny,  Smith, 
F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griawold,  Holdich,  lUchardaon,  Griffon, 
Jewett,  T.  Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck, 
Frazer,  Harding,  Williams,  Gaory,  Mattison,  Leet,  Demp- 
eter,  S.  Elliott,  Eenney,  Cook,  Xhnmmond,  Spencer,  Mon- 
roe, Comfort,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Fletcher,  Nickerson,  Kins- 
ley, Bain,  6«  W.  Clarke,  Haney,  Judson,  Crews,  Thom- 
son, M'Mahan,  Filmore,  Alverson,  Seager,  Finloy,  Young, 
C.  Elliott,  Walker,  Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart, 
Reed,  Bowman,  J.  C.  Smith,  Bx'enton,  Hargrave,  Piicher, 
James  Shaw,  Spragne,  Chatfield,  Jaeoby,  Wood,  Simp- 
son, Kerns,  Beny,  Talbott,  G.  F.  Brown. 
Ntys.  NAYs-^Allen,  Emerson,  Winner,   Traftsn,  CrandaU, 

Porter,  Barrows,  Adams,  E.  Smith,  Witherspoon,  Werer, 
Currier,  Hopkins,  Swayze,  Reddy,  Parks,  Colborn,  Eddy, 
finyder,  Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Farrington,  Marsh,  E.  Shaw, 
Ayres,  Steadman,  Piympton,  Summers,  Chandler,  Power, 
Gotley,  Poe,  Quigley,  Hosmer,  GarUon,  Dennis,  Nevins, 
Woodworth,  Dodge,  Goode,  Cooper,  Brakeman,  Akem, 
•Cartwn^it,  Bobbins,  Barger. 

The  third  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  foUowing 
.Tote:-^ 
Teas  on  thiid  YsAs^^Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson,  Briaon,  Morgan,  Miller, 
nsoiatton.  Hamilton,  Bear,  Collins,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Hazzard, 
Kenaaday,  Massey,  Scott,  Durbin,  Gerry,  Sterens,  Pit- 
jttan,  J.  K.  Shaw,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold, 
HeUbLeh,  Richardson,  Griffi^n,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Sar-' 
^entySandfoid,  Chreagh,  G.  Peck,  Cnrry»  Jewett,  Barrows,  E. 
Smith,  Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Fra- 
zeXf  Witherspoon,  Harding,  Williams,  Gary,  Mattison, 
Xioet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  Kenney,  Swayze, 
Cooke,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort,  Rounds, 
Fletcher,  Kinsley,  Baia,  G.  W«  Clarke,  Summers,  Haney, 
Phelps,  Crews,  Chandler,  Gurley,  Thomson,  M'Mahan, 
Alrerson,  Seager,  Woodworfb,  Finley,  Young,  C.  Elliott, 
Walker,  Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H.  Reed, 
Sowman,  J.  C.  Smith,  Brenton,  Hargrave,  Cooper,  Pilcher, 
Ghatfield,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns,  Talbott,  G.  F. 
Bnowu,  Berry. 
Nayi.  NArs-^Patten,  Allen,  Emenon,  Winner,  Raymond, 

Tiafion,  CrandaU,  Porter,  Adams,  Wever,  Cnnier,  Reddy, 
Parks,  Coibora,  Eddy,  Holmea,  Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill, 
Webber,  Farrington,  Nickerson,  Marah,  £.  Shaw,  Ayres, 
Steadman,  Piympton,  Poe,  Quigley,  Filmore,  Hosmer, 
Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins,  Dodge,  Goode,  James  Shaw, 
Brakeman,  Spragne,  Akers,  Cartwright,  Bobbins,  Baiger. 
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The  foQith  resolution  was  adopted  fay  hand  vote,  and 
the  preamble  was  also  adopted  in  the  same  manner. 

Brother  Barger  asked  to  have  his  reasons  for  not  voting 
on  Dr.  Simpson's  substitute  for  the  fourth  declaration,  in 
die  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church, 
spread  on  the  journals.  A  motion  was  made  to  grant  him 
leave.  Moved  to  amend  by  adding,  "  and  all  others  who 
desire  to  have  the  reasons,"  4&c.  Motion  and  amendment 
lost. 

Brother  Thomson  asked  leave  to  change  his  vote  on 
the  report  on  the  State  of  the  Church,  on  the  seventh  item, 
from  negative  to  affirmative. 

Voted  to  add  four  to  the  committee  to  write  a  pastoral 
address  to  the  Church. 

By  motion,  Conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by  brother 
Griffith. 
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UlaySQ. 

Fourth   Hsolo- . 

tion  Adopted. 
Bro.     Barger*8 

reqaest       not 

granted. 


Bro.  TbomBon 
asked  leare  to 
change  his 
vote. 


TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  30. 

Conference  met  at  8  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with  the 
asmd  religious  services  by  bro.  Sargent.  Bishop  Morris 
in  the  chair.    The  jonrnfds  were  r^. 

A.  Poe  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  rule  which  requires  propositions  to 
amend  the  Discipline  to  lie  on  the  table  one  day,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  action  upon  the  above-named  report. 

Pittsburgh  boundary  read.  Laid  on  the  table  until  the 
report  of  the  Western  Virginia  Conference   be   acted 


Report  relating  to  the  boundary  of  Western  Virginia 
Conference  read  and  adopted. 

Pittsburgh  Conference  boundary  read  and  adc^ed. 

Boundaries  of  Ohio  Conference  read  and  adopted. 

The    boundary    of   Missouri    Conference    read    and 
adopted. 

Amendment  to  the  boundary  of  Indiana  Conference  read 
and  adopted. 

Amendment  to  the  boundary  of  Illinois  Conference 
adopted. 

Report  in  regard  to  laberia  Mission  Conference  adopted. 

Report  in  relation  to  a  map,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  fifth  resolution,  in  relation  to  the  division  of  Ohio 
Conference,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  in  relation  to  the  divisi<m  of  Oneida 
Conference,  laid  on  the  tiible. 

Moved  to  r'econsider  the  vote  in  relation  to  the  boundary 
of  East  Genesee  and  Grenesee  Conferences.     Lost. 

The  report  in  relation  to  Carlisle  was  adopted. 

Voted  diat  Illinois  Conference  and  Missouri  Conference 
have  leave  to  hold  their  next  session  together* 

13 


May  90, 


Report  of  Com. 
on  Boundaries. 


Boundary  of  the 
PitUbuii^Con. 


Of  Wettem  Vir- 
ginia. 


Of  Ohio. 
OfMlMouri. 

Of  Indiana. 

Of  Illinois. 

Of  Liberia. 

Of  Ohio. 

'Of  Oneida. 


OfC 
East  Genesee. 

Illinois  and  Mis- 
souri Conf.  to 
hold  next  ses- 
sion together. 
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AlaySO. 

OfN.¥.aii4N. 
Y.  Bart  Conf. 

Of  Fittsburs^ 
and  Westem 
Virginia  Conf. 

Leave  to  bro. 
Darbin  to 

change  his 
vole. 

Same  to  bro. 
Patten. 


Keport  of  Com. 
on  Itinerancy. 


Same  order  in  regard  to  New-York  Conference  and 
New- York  Conference  East. 

Same  in  regard  to  Pittaburgh  and  Western  Virginia 
Conferences. 

Voted  to  give  brother  Durbin  leave  to  change  his  vote 
on  the  last  question  relating,  to  the  so-called  Plan  of  Sepa* 
ration,  from  nay  to  yea. 

Voted  to  grant  brother  Patten  leave  to  change  his  vote 
on  the  third  resolution,  in  regard  to  the  property  question, 
from  nay  to  yea. 

The  Report  from  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  was 
presented  by  Dr.  Akers. 

'*  The  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy  "beg  leave  further  to 
report,  that  they  have  carefully  examined  the  records  of 
the  several  Annual  Conferences  for  the  last  four  years, 
which  were  submitted  to  them ;  and  they  find  that  the  gene* 
ral  character  of  said  records  is  good.  Yet  your  Com- 
mittee have  thought  it  their  duty  to  notice  a  few  things, 
which  they  deem  worthy  of  correction  by  this  General 
Conference. 

"  First.  One  Conference,  on  locating  one  of  its  nemr 
bers,  retained  a  certificate  of  his  location.  Therefore 
your  Committee  recommend  the  following  for  adoption : — 

**  Resolved,  That  when  a  member  ai  an  Annual  Con- 
ference is  located,  he  is  entitled  to  a  certificate  of  the  fact 
under  the  hand  of  the  president  of  said  conference. 

"  Second.  An  exception  was  taken  by  your  Committee 
to  one  Conference  for  not  sustaining  a  charge  of  mal- 
administration against  one  of  its  members,  when  they  had 
found  him  guilty  of  withholding  a  certificate  from  a  mem- 
ber removing  from  his  charge,  although  he  rofused  to  try 
the  person  when  he  was  willing  to  be  tried.  Therefore, 
your  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  ibUowing 
resolution : — 

'*  Resolved,  That  when  a  member  wishes  to  remove 
his  residence  out  of  any  particular  charge,  and  there  are, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  preacher  in  charge,  sufficient 
reasons  for  withholding  the  certificate,  and  the  member  is 
vdlling  to  be  tried,  he  shall  be  held  guilty  of  mal-adminis- 
tration,  unless  he  proceed  in  the  trial  of  such  person. 

"Third.  Your  Committee  except  to  tibe  records  of 
several  of  the  Annual  Conferences  for  a  want  of  explicit- 
ness  and  fullness  of  statement,  namely,  several  were  not 
paged ;  some  had  not  the  nnmben  in  society ;  some  no 
stewards'  report ;  some  mentioned  that  reports  were  made 
on  different  subjects,  but  did  not  tell  where  they  were  to 
be  found ;  others  spoke  of  trials  of  members,  but  did  not 
show  the  investigations  in  detail,  nor  tell  wh0re  the  evi- 
dence could  be  found. 

"  In  view  of  coirectiBg' all  such  defects  in  the  reeords 
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for  the  fatnre,  joxa  Committee  recommend  the  adoptXMi       uty  lO. 
of  the  following  resolution : —  on^SeniiSr 

"  Reeoiyed,  Thai  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Annual 
Conference,  through  its  president,  and  by  its  secretary,  to 
cause  to  be  kept,  either  on  its  regular  journal,  or  in  a 
separate  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  a  full  transcript  of  the 
adopted  reports,  and  of  the  doings  of  said  Conference,  in 
respect  to  trials,  including  the  evidence  on  which  the  • 
Conference  may  have  acted,  to  which  such  references 
shall  be  made  in  the  piincipal  Conference  Journal,  as 
that  the  said  reports,  evidence  in  trials,  d^c,  as  excepted 
to  above,  may  be  readily  found. 

^<  Fourth.  Your  Committee  have  had  under  considera- 
tion the  petition  of  a  number  of  persons  praying  this 
General  Conference  to  authorize  the  Bishops  to  divide 
the  city  and  county  of  New-York  into  convenient  charges 
of  three,  four,  or  more  Churches  each,  and  to  cause  the 
pastors  of  said  charges  to  itinerate  with  each  other,  &c. 
Or  should  this  b6dy  be  of  opinion  that  the  Bishops  are 
now  possMsed  of  the  power  asked  for,  then  the  petition- 
ers request  a  recommendation  from  this  General  Confer- 
ence directing  the  Bishops  to  exercise  the  said  power. 

"After  a  careful  consideration  of  this  subject,  your 
Committee  have  concluded  to  report  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  adoption : — 

**  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  petition 
asked  for  in  the  memorial  from  New- York. 

«<  Fifth.  Your  Committee  would  also  report  the  follow- 
ing resolution  for  adoption,  in  respect  to  a  memorial  from 
the  Pittsburgh  delegation  and  others,  praying  for  authority 
to  be  given  to  the  Annual  Conferences  to  appoint  a  com- 
miuee  for  the  trial  of  ministers,  &c. : — 

^  Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  that  this  General 
Conference  should  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

^  Sixth.  Yomr  Committee  have  ascertained  that,  in 
some  instances,  there  exists  a  strong  disposition  to  con- 
fine ministerial  and  pastoral  labors  to  the  towns  and  vil- 
lages, to  the  comparative  neglect  of  societies  in  the 
country.  Also,  we  ascertain  that,  in  some  instances, 
ministerial  su|^rt  is  deficient  in  consequence  of  the 
smallness  of  the  charge.  In  other  instances,  because  of 
the  sparsely  settled  state  of  the  country;  in  othen,  be- 
cause of  the  poverty  of  the  members ;  and  in  some  in- 
stances, where  there  was  no  want  of  pastoral  labor,  sup- 
port was  defective  for  want  of  liberality ;  in  other  cases, 
for  the  want  of  suitable  stewards.  But  in  all  such  cases, 
in  respect  to  financos,  the  members  of  the  Committee 
report  the  several  Conferences  in  an  improving  condition. 
And  for  the  correction  of  the  above-mentioned  tendency, 
in  some  instances,  to  neglect  conntry  appointments,  by 
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devoting  too  much  time  to  the  towns  and  villages,  your 
Committee  offer  for  adoption  the  following  resolution : — 

'<  Resolved,  That  the  several  Annual  Conferences  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  make  special  inquiry  on 
this  subject  in«the  examination  of  character. 

"  P.  Akers,  Chaimum." 


First  resolution.. 


Second  'resolu- 
tion.; 

Third  resolution. 


Fourth    resolu- 
tion. 


Fifth  resolution. 
Sixth  resolution. 


Report  of  Pub- 
lishingr  Com.  of 
Pittsburgh  Ch. 
Advocate. 


Report  of  Com. 
on  Cliartered 
Fund. 


1.  Resolution  in  relation  to  certificates  of  Located 
Preachers.     Adopted. 

2.  Resolution  in  regard  to  the  failure  of  a  preacher  to 
try  members  in  certain  cases.     Adopted. 

3.  Resolution  in  regard  to  the  record  of  reports  in  re- 
lation to  the  trial  of  a  minister.  Read.  Brother  Sandford 
moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the  words  **  or  on  file  as 
documents." 

Brother  Steadman  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the 
table.     Carried. 

Brother  Sandford  moved  to  lay  the  resolotion  on  the 
table.     Lost. 
^  Brother  Cooper  moved  the  previous  question.     Carried. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 
"■  4.  The  resolution  adverse  to  the  petition  from  New* 
York  in  relation  to  the  Itinerancy.     Read  and  adopted. 

5.  Resolution  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

6.  Last  resolution  read  and  adopted. 

Whole  report,  except  the  resolution  laid  on  the  table, 
adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pitts- 
bcirgh  Christian  Advocate  presented,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Chartered  Fand 
taken  up. 

**  The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  repmt  and 
communication  from  the  Chartered  Fund,  beg  leave  to 
report  that  they  have  given  the  subject  a  full  investigation, 
and  find  the  exhibit  of  its  fiscal  affairs  satisfactory,  pro- 
perly audited,  and  in  every  respect  in  such  a  state  as  to 
give  every  assurance  of  the  strict  fidelity  with  which  the 
duties  of  the  trust  are  performed. 

'*  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Charter, 
the  Trustees  have  nominated  four  persons,  from  which 
number  it  will  devolve  upon  the  General  Conference  to 
elect  two  persons  to  fill  vacancies  occurring  in  the  board, 
namely,  John  Whiteman  and  James  B.  Longacre,  one  of 
whom  to  be  chosen  to  fill  the  place  of  Rev.  Samuel  Har- 
vey, deceased. 

'*  Solomon  Townsend  and  Ephrain  Clark,  one  of  whom 
to  be  chosen  to  fill  the  place  of  Philip  Eisenbright,  removed. 

*'  The  Committee  respectfully  present  for  the  adoption 
of  the  Conference  the  following : — 
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**  Resolved,  That  an  election  for  two  Trustees  of  the       ^^^^ 
Chartered  Fund  be  held  at  o'clock.  ^"chltSSi 

/'Resolved,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund  ^"^ 
be  authorized  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
for  such  alterations  in  their  Charter  as  will  allow  the 
Board  to  fill  any  vacancy  or  vacancies  which  may  occur 
dierein  during  the  interim  of  the  sessions  of  the  General 
Conference,  such  appointment  or  appointments  to  require 
confirmation  by  the  General  Conference  next  ensuing. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Trustees  be  authorized  to  apply 
to  the  Legislature  for  such  alterations  in  the  Charter  as 
will  allow  such  increase  in  the  amount  of  their  annual 
income  as  they  may  deem  advisable. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  condolence  of  the  General  Con- 
ference be  tendered  to  the  family  of  Rev.  Samuel  Har* 
Tey,  in  whose  death  the  Church,  and  society  at  large, 
luiTe  lost  a  most  worthy  ornament,  and  by  which  event 
the  Chartered  Fund  has  lost  one  of  its  earliest  and  most 
faithful  officers,  whose  devotedness  to  its  interests  was 
not  only  evinced  in  the  services  he  rendered,  but  in  the 
provision  of  his  will,  bequeathing  to  the  fund  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  dollars. 

^  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  General  Conference 
be  tendered  to  the  Board  of  Truatees  for  the  care  and 
fidelity  with  which  the  duties  of  the  trust  are  discharged. 

'*  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  report  be  transmitted 
by  the  secretary  to  the  Board  of  Tifustees,  and  that  a  cer- 
tificate of  the  election  of  such  persons  as  may  be  chosen 
to  fill  the  afore-mentioned  vacancies,  signed  by  one  of  the 
bishops  and  the  secretary,  be  also  sent  to  the  Board. 

"  A.  Griffith,  Chairman,^ 

Report  adopted. 

John  Whiteman  elected  Trustee  of  the  Chartered  Fund 
in  the  place  of  Rev.  Samuel  Harvey,  deceased. 

Solomon  Townsend  also  elected  Trustee  of  the  Char- 
tend  Fund  in  the  place  of  Philip  Eisenbright. 

T.  Spicer,  from  the  Commiuee  on  the  Arrangement  of 
the  Discipline,  presented  his  report. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  rule,  to  allow  of  direct  action 
upon  this  report. 

J.  T.  Peck  moved  to  adopt  the  report,  subject  to  the 
review  of  a  committee  hereafter  to  be  appointed  to  edit 
the  publication  of  the  Discipline,  which  committee  shall 
have  powM  to  make  any  changes  necessary  to  harmonize 
any  discrepancies  that  may  have  escaped  the  action  of  the 
committee  here.     Adopted. 

Voted  that  Tobias  Spicer,  and  the  persons  who  shall  be 
^ected  Editors  of  the  Quarterly  Review  and  Christian  Advo- 
cate and  Journal,  be  said  committee  to  edit  the  Discipline. 


Reamuiffement 
of  DiicIpUne.  ^ 
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May  so. 

Report  of  Com- 
mtttee  on  Re- 

visal,  No.  5. 

First  item. 


Second  item. 


Third  item. 
Fourth  item. 
Fifth  item. 


Previous  qnes* 
tion. 


Beport  of  Com. 
on  Revise], 
No.  5. 


The  Committee  oq  Reraal  reported,  No.  $. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  allow  of  immediate  ac* 
tion  on  this  report. 

let  item,  so  amending  the  Discipline  as  to  make  the 
report  of  the  Estimating  Committee  subject  to  the  action  of 
the  Quarterly  Conference,  adopted. 

2d  item,  proposing  to  amend  the  Discipline,  so  as  to  make 
it  the  duty  of  Preachers  in  Charge  to  report  the  nmnber 
of  members  and  probationers  separately. 

Brother  Power  moved  to  amend  the  report,  so  as  to 
make  it  the  duty  of  Preachers  in  Charge  to  report  the 
deaths  of  members  that  may  occur. 

On  motion  of  brother  Drummond,  the  previous  question 
was  ordered,  and  the  amendment  of  brother  Power 
failed. 

2d  item  was  adopted  as  reported. 

3d  item,  recommending  to  strike  out  quest.  6,  page  23, 
of  the  Discipline,  read  and  adopted. 

4th  item,  nonconcurring  in  the  suggestion  of  a  paper 
from  Baltimore. 

5th  item,  in  relation  to  the  trial  of  ministers. 

First  recommendation  of  this  item,  changing  the  title 
of  the  chapter,  adopted. 

Second  recommendation  adopted. 

Third  recommendation. 

Brother  Reddy  moved  to  amend,  by  adding,  *'  with  snch 
other  testimony  as  may  be  admitted."  Amendment 
adopted. 

The  recommendation  as  amended  adopted. 

Recommendation  in  regard  to  location  of  ministers. 
Brother  Sargent  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  make  a  vote  of 
two-thirds  necessary  to  locate. 

Moved  to  lay  this  amendment  on  the  table.     Lost. 

Moved  to  lay  this  item  of  the  report  on  the  table. 
Lost. 

On  motion  of  G.  Filmore,  the  previous  question  was 
ordered,  and  the  amendment  lost,  and  the  recommendation 
as  reported  was  adopted. 

Last  item  adopted. 

The  report,  as  amended,  is  as  follows :— *  ' 
•  "  The  Committee  on  Revisal  present  a  report  in  part, 
No.  5. 

'^  1.  We  recommend  to  concur  with  the  resolution  of- 
fered by  brother  Spioer,  as  follows :  paragraph  5,  page 
181,  after  the  words,  *  stationed  with  them,'  add  the  fol- 
lowing words :  '  which  estimate  shall  be  subject  to  the 
action  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference.' 

*'  2.  We  recommend  to  concur  in  the  resolution  pro- 
po^ng  to  report  the  numbers  of  members  and  probationers 
separately,  as  follows:   answer  9,  page  114,  after  the 
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words, '  of  die  members,'  add, '  and  of  the  probationers ;'  May  so. 

and  also  let  question  14,  page  26,  be  so  altered  as  to  read,  ^J^^L?"*' 

*  What  is  the  nmnber  of  members  and  of  probationers  in  No.  s. 
society  V 

'*  3.  In  accordance  with  a  resolution  referred  to  us,  we 
recommend  to  strike  out  question  6,  page  23,  namely, 

*  Who  have  been  elected  by  the  suffrages  of  the  General 
Conference  to  exercise  the  Episcopal  office,  and  super- 
intend the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  America?* 
and  that  the  other  questions  be  numbered  accord- 
ingly. 

"  4.  In  the  first  and  second  items  of  the  paper  from  a 
gentleman  in  Baltimore,  presented  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Collins, 
we  recommend  nonconcurrence.  The  third  item  is  pro- 
vided for  in  another  report. 

^  5.  Having  considered  ihe  resolution  offered  by  bro- 
ther Brenton  in  regard  to  the  trial  of  ministers,  the  Com- 
mittee recommend  the  following  alterations  in  chapter  i, 
section  19,  namely :  (1)  To  alter  the  title  of  the  section, 
so  as  to  read,  '  Of  the  Method  of  proceeding  against  Ac- 
ensed  Traveling  Ministers  or  Preachers ;'  (2)  To  prefix 
to  answer  to  question  1,  the  words, '  in  the  interval  of  the 
Annual  Conference ;'  (3)  To  add  after  the  words, '  face  to 
face,'  in  the  fifth  line  of  answer,  the  words, '  and  cause  a 
correct  record  of  the  investigation  to  be  kept  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  Annual  Conference.'    They  recommend, 
moreover,  to  number  the  answer  to  question  1  as  answer  1 , 
and  to  add  as  a  second  answer  to  said  question,  after  the 
second  paragraph  on  page  68,  and  before  question  2,  the 
following  words :  *  If  the  charge  be  preferred  at  the  Con- 
ference, the  case  may  be  referred  to  a  committee  in  the 
presence  of  a  presiding  elder,  or  a  member  appointed  by 
the  Bishop  in  his  stead,  who  shall  cause  a  faiUiful  record 
of  the  proceedings  and  testimony  to  be  laid  before  the 
Conference,  on  which,  with  such  other  evidence  as  may 
be  admitted,  the  case  shall  be  decided.'    (4)  To  alter 
question  4  and  answer,  so  as  to  read, '  Question  4.  What 
shall  be  done  when  a  traveling  minister  is  accused  of 
being  so  unacceptable,  inefficient,  or  secular,  as  to  be  no 
longer  useful  in  his  work!    Answer.  The  Conference 
ahall  investigate  the  case  ;  and  if  it  appear  that  the  com- 
plaint is  well  founded,  and  the  accused  will  not  volun- 
tarily retire^  the  Conference  may  locate  him  without  his 
consent'     (5)  To  alter  die  second  paragraph  on  page  70, 
horn  the  first  to  ^e  ninth  line,  so  as  to  read,  *  In  all  the 
above-mentioned  cases  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Annnal  Conference  carefully  to  preserve  the 
minutes  of  the  trial,  whether  taken  before  a  Committee  or 
before  the  Conference,  and  all  the  documents  relating  to 
the  case,  together  with  the  charge  with  which  the  accused 
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May  90.       is  charged,  and  the  specification,  or  specifications  ;*  then 
it  follows, '  which  minutes,'  &c. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  L.  Scott,  Chairtnan.^ 

<;om.  on  Paste-       The  Bishop  reported  the  Committee  to  draft  a  Pastoral 
rai  AddioM.      Address  as  follows :  J.  Hpldich,  S.  Comfort,  M.  Simpaon, 

G.  Webber,  J.  F.  Wright,  W.  Hamilton,  Hooper  Crews. 
Com.  of  ElU-       Statement  of  salaries,  house  rent,  and  traveling   ex- 
Editon     and  penses,  of  Editors  and  Agents  at  New-York,  presented 
Agenu.  i^y  ^]^Q  Chair,  and,  being  read,  was  ordered  filed  among 

the  Conference  papers. 

A  statement  of  amounts  paid,  and  to  whom,  for  coutrir 
butions  to  the  Ladies'  Repository,  and  for  manuscripts  at  the 
Western  Book  Concern,  from  1844  to  1848,  was  presented. 
Moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
Motion  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  paper  ordered  on  file.  . 
A  paper  from  James  Y.  Watson  referred  to.  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern. 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned.    Prayer  by  brother 
.   Kinsley. 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  30. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  and  was 
opened  with  the  usual  religious  services  by  brother  Hen. 
Bishop  Hamline  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  were  read.  Moved  to  suspend  the  general 
orders.     Carried. 

Yoted  to  take  up  the  special  order. 
L6ave  of  ab-       Voted  to  grant  brother  John  C.  Smith,  brother  John 
STri^cfsSS  Kerns,  and  O.  C.  Baker,  leave  of  absence. 
J.  Kent,  and       A  motion  to  ezcuse  brother  Farrington  after  to-morrow 
failed. 

J.  B.  Finley  moved  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  in  the  election  of  General  Confer* 
ence  oflicers  the  following  order  be  observed : 
oidorofeieeuon.  ««i.  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal.  2.  Quarterly 
Review  and  books.  3.  Western  Christian  Advocate. 
4.  Ladies'  Repository.  5.  German  Apologist.  6.  Pitta* 
burgh  Christian  Advocate.  7.  Northern  Advocate. 
8.  Sunday  School  Advocate  and  books.  9.  First  Book 
Agent  at  New-YorL  10.  Second  Book  Agent  at  New- 
York.  11.  First  Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati.  12.  Second 
Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati.  13.  Missionaiy  Secretary." 
Carried. 

Yoted  to  appoint  three  tellers  who  shall  go  out  with  one 
of  the  Secretaries  and  count  the  votes. 
Teiien.  B.  Griffen,  J.  B.  Finley,  and  James  -  Porter,  were  ap- 

pointed tellers. 


Journal  of  General  Conference,  1848. 


105 


Toted  that  brethren  be  permitted  to- nominate  candi-       May  90. 
dates  for  General  Conference  officers  in  open  Conference. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revi- 
aal,  No.  1. 

Ist  item  adopted.  3d  item  adopted.  4th  item  adopted, 
after  amendment.  5th  item  laid  on  the  table.  6th  item 
taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  report  is  as  follows  :— 

"  The  Ck>mmittee  on  Revisal  beg  leave  to  report,  in  part,  Report  ofCom. 
the  following  alterations  in  the  Discipline : —  ^  nL.^ 

'*  1.  Chapter  i,  section  21,  answer  to  question  2,  after 
tlie  first  period  insert  the  words,  <  if  the  accused  refuse  or 
neglect  to  appear  before  said  Committee,  he  may  be  tried 
in  his  absence.' 

''3.  Chapter  i,  section  19,  answer  to  question  4,  after 
the  words, '  traveling  preachers,'  insert  the  words,  *  or  with 
hanng  neglected  his  work.' 

**  3.  Chapter  i,  section  19,  so  to  alter  the  sentence  after 
the  word  *  suspend,'  as  to  make  it  read, '  from  all  ministe* 
rill  sendees  and  church  privileges  until  the  ensuing  An- 
nual Conference.' 

"4.  Chapter  i,  section  21,  answer  to  question  1,  so 
alter  the  fifth  paragraph  in  the  answer,  as  to  make  it  read, 
^£Yery  local  elder,  deacon,  or  preacher,  shall  be  amenable 
to  the  Qoarterly  Meeting  Conference  where  he  resides. 
He  shaU  have  his  name  recorded  on  the  journal  of  said 
Cpnference,  and  also  enrolled  on  a  class  paper,  and  meet 
ia  class,  or,  in  neglect  of  either,  he  shall  not  be  permitted 
to  exercise  his  ministerial  office ;  and  when  a  preacher  is 
located  or  discontinued  by  an  Annual  Conference,  he  shall  • 
be  amenable  to  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  of  the 
circmt  or  station  where  he  had  his  last  appointment.' 

*'  5.  Chapter  i,  election  4,  answer  to  question  3,  strike 
out  answer  8. 

**6,  Strike  out  the  proviso  in  answer  to  question  2, 
page  161. 

"Georob  Pbck,  Chainnan.^ 

Balloted  for  Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and 
Jonraal.     The  tellers  returned  and  reported. 

Abel  Stevens  was  duly  elected  Editor  of  the  Christian 
Advocate  and  Journal. 

Balloted  for  Editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review,  and  the 
tellers  retired.     The  tellers  returned  and  reported. 

John  M'Clintock  was  duly  elected  Editor  of  the  Quar- 
terly Review. 

Balloted  for  Editor  of  the  Western  Christian  Advocate. 
The  tellers  retired.    The  tellers  returned  and  reported. 

Matthew  Simpson  was  declared  duly  elected  Editor  of 
the  Western  Christian  Advocate.  • 

14 


Abel  Stevens 
elected  Editor 
ofChr.Ady.and 
Journal. 


J.  iraintock 
elected  Editor 
of  Q'laitexly 
ReTievA 


M.        Sin 

electel  Editor 
of  W.»t.  Chr. 
Advocate. 
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}Uji».  Voted  to  reconsider  and  suspend  the  order  requiring 

the  ballot,  so  far  as  the  Editorship  of  the  Ladies' Reposi- 
tory is  concerned,  there  being  but  one  candidate.'- 
B.F.Teiri  elect-       Benjamin  F.  Tefii  was  duly  elected  Editor  of  the  La- 

ed    Editor    of    *•   ^»  O *»r^«.;*y*»« 
Ladies*   Repo-    UWS    KepOSltorj. 

•itory.     /  Balloted  for  the  Editor  of  the  Pittsburgh  Christian 

Advocate. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Re?isal  resumed, 
No.  2. 

First  item  adopted. 
Second  item  adopted. 
The  report  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  Revisal  beg  leave  further  to  report, 
in  part: 
Report  of  Com.       •<  The  coDunittee  recommend  the  following  question  and 
??o.^!^*^'       answer  to  be  inserted  in  chap,  i,  sec.  19 : — 

"  <  Quest,  3.  What  shall  be  done  when  a  member  of  an 
Annual  Conference  fails  in  business,  or  contracts  debts 
which  he  is  not  able  to  pay  ? 

**  *  Ans.  Let  the  presiding  elder  appoint  three  judicious 
members  of  the  Church  to  inspect  the  accounts,  ccmtractSi 
and  circumstances,  of  the  supposed  delinquent ;  and  if,  in 
their  opinion,  he  has  behaved  dishonestly,  or  contracted 
debts  without  the  possibility  of  paying,  let  the  case  be 
disposed  of  according  to  the  answer  to  question  1  of  this 
section.'  And  that  the  two  questions,  which  follow  be 
numbered  accordingly. 

"  Also  that  the  following  question  and  answer  be  added 
to  chap,  i,  sec.  21  : — 

*< '  Quest.  4.  What  shall  be  done  when  a  local  elder, 
deacon,  or  preacher,  fails  in  business,  or  contracte  debts 
which  he  is  not  able  to  pay  ? 

"  *  Answ.  Let  the  preacher  in  charge  appoint  three  judi- 
cious members  of  the  Church  to  inspect  the  accounte, 
contracts,  and  circumstances,  of  the  supposed  delinquent ; 
and  if,  in  their  opinion,  he  has  behaved  dishonestly,  or 
contracted  debts  without  the  probability  of  paying,  let  the 
case  be  disposed  of  according  to  the  answer  to  question  2 
of  this  section.' 

'*  Respectfully  submitted, 

'*  Gborqe  Peck,  Chairman." 

The  tellers  returned,  and  the  secretary  read  a  vote 
reading  William   Hunt.    Voted  that    the  vote   be  not 
counted. 
wm.    Hunter       William  Hunter  was  duly  elected  editor  of  the  Pitta- 
Sf*Pttt«^  burgh  Christtan  Advocate. 

AdTocate.  Voted  to  suspend  the  order  for  the  ballot,  to  vote  for 

•  editor  of  the  Christian  Apologist,  there  being  but  one 

candidate. 
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William  Ni»t  was  duly  elected  editor  of  the  Christian 
Apologist. 

WiUiam  Hosmer  was  elected  editor  of  the  Northern 
Christian  AdYOcate. 

Daniel  P.  Kidder  was  duly  elected  .editor  of  the  Sun- 
day-School Advocate  and  books. 

The  order  for  the  ballot  was  dispensed  with  in  the  last 
two  cases. 

Balloted  for  first  Book  Agent  at  New-York,  and  the 
tellers  retired. 

The  Report  of  Commit^e  on  Revisal,  No.  3,  introduced. 

First  item  read. 

The  tellers  returned  and  reported.  * 

George  Lane  was  duly  elected  first  Book  Agent  at  New- 
York. 

Balloted  for  second  Book  Agent  at  New- York,  and  the 
tellers  retired. 

Brother  Snyder  moved  to  recommit  the  first  item  of  the 
report,  with  instructions  to  report  some  provisions  for  the 
board  of  unmarried  preachers.  The  whole  subject  was 
indefinitely  postponed.  ' 

The  third  item  of  the  report  was  read  and  adopted,  as 
follows  : — 

'^  Surike  out  of  the  Discipline  the  2d  answer,  in  23d 
section,  viz :  *  Let  no  person  that  is  not  a  member  of  our 
Church  be  admitted  to  the  communion  without  examina- 
tion, and  some  token  given  by  an  elder  or  deacon.' " 

Fourth  item  of  the  report  taken  up. 

The  tellers  returned  and  reported. 

Levi  Scott  was  duly  elected  assistant  Book  Agent  at 
New-York. 

Balloted  for  first  Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati.  The  tellers 
retired. 

Moved  to  strike  out  the  words  from  the  pending  report, 
**  the  congregation  standing,"  and  all  after  it.  The  whole 
subject  laid  on  the  table. 

The  tellers  returned  and  reported. 

Levi  Swormstedt  was  duly  elected  first  Book  Agent  at 
Cincinnati. 

Balloted  for  second  Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati.  The 
tellers  retired. 

Fifth  item  of  the  report  taken  up.  The  previous  ques- 
tion was  ordered. .  The  item  was  adopted.  It  reads  as 
follows  :— 

"  To  alter  chap,  i,  sec.  9,  p.  41,  second  paragraph  of 
the  page,  4th  line,  by  striking  out  the  word  '  two,'  and 
inserting  *  four.' " 

The  tellers  returned,  and  reported  John  H.  Power  duly 
elected  assistant  Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati. 

Balloted  for  Missionary  Secretary,  and  tellers  retired. 


MajrM. 

W.  Nast  elected 
Editor  of  Chr. 
Apologist. 

Wm.  Hosmer 
elected  Ed.  of 
Nor.  Chr.  Adv. 

D.  P.  Kidder 
elected  Ed.  of 
8.  S.  Advocate. 


G.  Lane  elected 
first  Book  Ag't. 
at  N.  Y. 


Report  of  Com. 
on  Revisal, 
No.  3. 

First  item  post- 
poned. 

Third     item 
adopted. 


L.  Scott  elected 
second  Book 
A«ent  at  N.  T. 


Fourth  item  laid 
on  table. 


L.  Swormstedt 
elected  first 
Book  Ag«nt  at 
Cin.,  Ohio. 


John  H.  Power 
elected  second 
Book  Agent  at 
On.,  Ohio. 
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Dr.Bondtohave 
access  to  the 
journals,  &c. 


Com.  on   Exp. 

ofDeleg.rep'd. 

Report  adopted. 

Report  of  Com. 
on  Revisal, 
No.  4. 


Course  of  Stady 
for  Local  Pr's. 


<;.  Pitman  elect- 
ed Cor.  Sec.  of 
Miss.  Society. 


The  report  of  the  Revisal  Committee  laid  on  the  table. 

Voted  to  give  Dr.  Bond  access  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence journals  and  papers,  to  assist  him  in  preparing  a 
literary  work. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  De- 
legates was  presented  by  brother  Jewett.  Voted  to  adopt 
the  report. 

Fourth  report  of  the  Committee  on  Revisal  taken  up. 

First  item  adopted. 

Second  item  laid  on  the  table. 

Third  item  adopted,  as  follows  :* — 

**  To  amend  the  certificate  of  membership,  by  striking 
out  *  our,'  and  inserting  '  Methodist  Episcopal.' " 

Fourth  item  adopted,  as  follows  : — 

"  Change  chap,  ii,  sec.  7,  fifth  paragraph,  by  striking 
out  ^  proper  trial,'  and  inserting  *  satisfactory  reformation.' " 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Course  of  ^tudy  for 
Local  Preachers  taken  up. 

Brother  Barger  being  absent  when  the  vote  was  cast  for 
Missionary  Secretary,  moved  that  he  have  leave  to  go  out 
and  vote.     Lost. 

Moved  to  lay  all  the  report,  excepting  that  part  propos- 
ing amendments  in  the  Discipline,  on  the  table.    Carried. 

The  tellers  returned  and  reported. 

Charles  Pitman  was  duly  elected  Missionary  Sec- 
retary. 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  Brother  Sandford. 


May  31. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  31. 


The  Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Rounds. 

Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

Order  of  the  day  suspended  to  recur  to  memorials. 
MemoriaiB,  dec.       Bishop   Hedding  presented   a  memorial    from    local 
preachers  of  Oneida  Conference.     Laid  on  the  table. 

By  the  same,  the  petition  of  H.  C.  Tilton.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Bishop  Janes  presented  a  letter  from  J.  W.  White,  re- 
lative to  alterations  in  the  DiscipUne.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

By  the  same ,  a  letter  from  A .  Milhice.    Laid  on  the  table. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  reported : — 

1st  resolution.  Moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  *' inex- 
pedient," and  inserting  ''expedient."  This  amendment 
was  lost,  and  the  first  item  was  laid  on  the  table. 

2d  resolution  adopted. 


Report  of  Com. 
on  Book  Con- 
cern. 
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'  3d  resolution,  relative   to  the  subscription   price  of       Mayti. 
Christian  Advocate  and  Joamal.    Brother  Massey  offered  ^^^j[  con- 
a  substitute,  viz.,  that  our  Book  Agents  at  New- York,  and    cem. 
Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal,  and  Book 
Agents  at  Cincinnati,  and  Editor  of  Western  Christian 
Advocate,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  take  mea- 
sures to  ascertain,  as  speedily  as  possible,  whether  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  subscribers  can  be  obtained  to  justify 
their   furnishing   that  paper    for    one  dollar  per   year, 
always  in  advance  ;  and  if  they  can,  to  reduce  the  paper, 
for  the  ensuing  volume,  to  that  price.     Motion  to  lay  on 
the^able  prevailed. 

4th  resolution,  relative  to  the  sa^e  [of  some  property, 
adopted. 

5th  resolution,  relative  to  sabbath-school  depositories, 
adopted. 

6th  resolution,  relative  to  the  continuance  of  Sunday 
School  Advocate,  adopted.  « 

7th  resolution,  relative  to  revising  Catechism, 
adopted. 

8th  resolution,  relative  to  advertisements  in  the  Quar- 
tsily  Review,  aadopted. 

9th  resolution,  relative  to  the  Quarterly  being  made 
more  practical,  adopted. 

10th  resolution,  relative  to  an  alteration  in  Discipline. 
Rule  suspended,  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

11th  resolution,  relative  to  advertisements  in  the 
Christian  Advocate  and  Journal.  Amendment  offered, 
''if  the  subscription  be  reduced."  The  amendment 
adopted. 

12th  resolution,  relative  to  the  form  of  the  paper. 
Brother  Finley  offered  to  amend  by  striking  out ''  inex- 
pedient," and  inserting  "  expedient."    Amendment  lost. 

Order  suspended  to  hear  a  letter  from  Bishop  Soule, 
requesting  a  copy  of  all  recorded  on  the  journals  in  refer* 
ence  to  his  case. 

'*RfivsRBNO  AND  Dear  Brbthrbn,— If  your  journals  ^^'^"'^p- 
contain  any  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Conference 
is  reference  to  my  communieation  to  your  body,  I  respect- 
foliy  request  a  copy  of  such  record. 

"  I  received  from  your  secretary  a  copy  of  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  Conference  in  the  words  following: — 
'  ResoiveMl  by  the  delegates,  &c..  That  they  have  no  juris- 
diction over  the  Rev.  Bishop  Soule,  and  can  exercise  no 
eecleeiastical  authority  over  him.'  But  as  this  resolution 
makes  no  reference  to  my  communication,  I  have  no  offieiaL  % 
assurance  of  its  reception,  or  of  any  action  of  the  Confer- 
ance  in  reference  to  it. 

^  You  will  confer  a  special  favor  by  fumishiog  me  with 
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May  II.       a  copy  of  all  recorded  on  the  journal  in  reference  to  the 
case.  Very  respectfully, 

*'  Joshua  Sodlb. 
"  Pittsburgh,  May  Zlst,  1848." 

The  secretary  was  ordered  to  give  such  extract. 

Resumed  the  report  of  the  Book  Committee.    The  re- 
solution was  adopted. 
R«poit  of  Com.       13th  resolution,  relative  to  discounts.   Brother  Holmes 
on^Book  Con-  ^^^^  ^  gj^j^^  ^^j  «  I5  p^,  cent.,"  and  insert  "20  per 

cent."  Moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  striking  out 
"20  per  cent,"  and  inserting  "10  per  c«it."  CaU^for 
the  previous  question.  The  resolution  was  adopted.  A 
motion  to  lay  this  report  on  the  table  prevailed. 

14th  resolution,  relative  to  the  prices  of  Bibles  and 
Testaments,  adopted. 

15th  resolution,  relative  to  discounts  to  wholesale  pur- 
chasers, adopted.^ 

16th  resolution,  relative  to  real  estate.  A  substitute 
was  offered  by  brother  Collins. 

17th  resolution,  to  add  to  sec.  4,  chap,  i,  page  27,  in  the 
Discipline,  "  and  an  agent  for  the  German  publishing  fund." 

18th  resolution,  relative  to  claim  on  M.  R.  Hopkins^ 
adopted. 

19th  resolution,  relative  to  depository  in  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  adopted. 

20th  resolution,  relative  to  claims  of  widows,  orphans, 
and  superannuated  preachers,  in  the  bounds  of  the  Church, 
South.  Brother  Akers  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
"  inexpedient,"  and  inserting  "  expedient."  This  resolu- 
tion was  laid  on  the  table. 

21st  resolution,  relative  to  Pittsburgh  Christian  Ad- 
vocate, adopted. 

22d  resolution,  relative  to  payment  of  dues  by  Pitts- 
burgh Christian  Advocate,  adopted. 

23d  resolution,  relative  to  changing  the  Discipline, 
so  as  to  add  to  sec.  8,  paragraph  29,  page  201,  "  or  ma- 
nuscripts," after  the  word  "  books."  This  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

24th  resolution,  relative  to  cost  of  the  Quarterly  Re- 
view for  the  last  four  years,  laid  on  the  table. 

25th,  containing  three  resolutions. 

Moved  to  take  up  the  report  of  Book  Committee,  No.  2. 

Voted,  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  again 
at  half-past  two  o'clock. 

1st  resolution,  relative  to  appointment  of  Book  Com* 
•  mittee  at  New- York,  adopted. 

2d  resolution,  relative  to  Book  Committee  at  Cincinnati. 
Brother  Herr  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  one  from  Ohio, 
N.  Ohio,  Indiana,  N.  Indiana,  Illinois,  Rock  River,  Mi- 
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cbigaa,  and  that  tlie  annual  conferences  appoint  them. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Brenton  moved  to  strike  out  *'  seven,"  and  in- 
sert <'five ;"  one  from  Ohio,  N.  Ohio,  Indiana,  N.  Indiana, 
and  Illinois.  The  session  was  by  vote  lengthened  ten 
minutes. 

Brother  Shaw  asked  leave  of  absence  for  brother  Brown. 
Granted.  Also  for  himself,  to  accompany  brother  Brown, 
who  is  sick.    Granted. 

Brother  Drummond  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
the  pending  resolution,  by  striking  out  Illinois  and  insert- 
ing  Pittsburg.    Liost. 

Brother  Brenton's  amendment  lost. 

The  2d  resolution  was  adopted. 

3d  resolution,  relative  to  a  change  of  17th  paragraph, 
2d  section,  page  197,  to  add  East  Genesee  after  Grene- 
see,  and  the  words  **  to  be  chosen  annually." 

4th  resolution,  relative  to  a  change  in  chap,  i,  sec.  4, 
2d  answer  to  question  3,  there  be  added  after  Cincinnati, 
*"  at  Auburn  and  Pittsburgh." 

Brother  Cartwright  offered  ^e  following  resolution  :-*- 

'*  That  the  superannuated  ministers,  their  widows  and 
children,  adhering  to  the  M .  £.  Church,  south  of  the  line 
soppoeed  to  have  been  fixed  by  the  soH^alled  Plan  of 
Separation,  receive  their  pro  rata  share  of  the  dividend  of 
the  Book  Concern  and  Chartered  Fund  for  the  four  years 
past,  they  furnishing  proper  vouchers  of  their  relation  to 
said  Church.'' 

By  motion,  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  Bishop  Hedding. 


May  II. 


Brotben  Brown 
and  Shaw 
granted  leaye 
of  a 


Brother  Cart* 
Wright's  reao- 
lution. 


WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  31. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Chandler. 

Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

A  motion  was  made  to  suspend  the  rules  of  order,  and  ^^l^^^^^!^ 
earned.        «. 

Took  up  the  busine^  on  which  we  adjourned.  By 
notion,  brother's  Cartwright's  resolution  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered,  as  part  of  the 
report  of  the  Book  Concern : — 

26th  resolution,   relative   to    the    transfer  of   Zion's  Report  on  Book 
Herald,  adopted. 

37th  resolution,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Editor 
aad  publishing  committee  fur  said  paper,  adopted. 

28th  leaolntion,  relative  to  the  relinquishment  of  a 
chifli  against  C.  A.  Smith,,  adopted. 


Brother  Cait- 
wrlght'f  reao- 
liitioB  laid  on 


Concern  taktn 
np. 
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Hayti.  29th  resolution,  relative  to  a  daim    against  H.  C. 

TiltoD,  to  be  referred  to  Agents  at  New- York,  to  be  set- 
tied  at  their  discretion,  adopted. 

The  preamble  read,  one  amendment  made,  and  the 
preamble  adopted,  and  the  whole  report  (except  the  parts 
laid  on  the  table)  adopted. 

The  report  is  as  follows  : — 

"  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  beg  leave  to  sub- 
R«port  of  Com.  mit  their  final  report. 

cer^^  ^^'  "  The  committee  have  carefully  examined  the  Reports 
of  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and  Cincinnati,  and  the 
various  communications  referred  to  them,  and  present,  as 
the  result  of  their  deliberations,  the  resolutions  connected 
with  this  report. 

'*  A  number  of  propositions  in  regard  to  the  prioe  of  our 
books,  the  best  means  to  be  adopteid  to  increase  their  cir- 
culation ;  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  price  of  the  Chris- 
tian Advocatb  and  Journal  at  New- York  to  $1  00  per 
annum;  and  the  establishment  of  depositories;  was 
before  the  committee,  and  fuUy  discussed.  The  con- 
clusions to  which  the  committee  have  come  are  believed 
to  be  the  best  which  under  ail  the  circumstances  could  be 
arrived  at. 

"  In  the  report  of  the  Book  Committee  at  New-Yoric  the 
General  Conference  is  requested  to  decide  the  question 
whether  Editors  should  be  allowed  additional  compensa- 
tion for  literary  productions. 

"  After  investigating  this  point,  your  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  talents  and  time  of  Editors  as  well  as 
Agents  ought  to  be  devoted  exckawdy  to  the  duties  of  their 
office. 

*<  The  attention  of  the  committee  was  called  to  the  large 
amounts  paid  for  the  traveling  expenses  of  Editors  the  four 
past  years ;  the  action  in  regard  to  which  will  be  found 
below. 
•  ('  Your  committee  had  no  report  from  the  depositoiy  in 

Charleston,  South  Carolina,  nor  from  the  paper  in  that  place ; 
nor  from  the  papers  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  Nashville, 
Tennessee;  and  consequently  took  no  action,  in  regard  to 
them. 

"After  a  patient  consideration  of  all  the  matters  submitted 
tothem,  your  conynittee  recommend  the  following  resolutioBS 
for  adoption  by  the  General  Conference : — 

"  1st.  Resolved,  &c..  That  it  is  inexpedient*  to  pub- 
lish a  periodical  for  sermons  of  living  ministers.  Not 
adopted. 

"  2d.  Resolved,  &c.,That  thetraveling  expensesof  Edi- 
tors ought  to  include  ctdy  those  growing  out  of  their  moving 
to  the  place  of  their  appointment,  and  the  necessary  ex- 
penses incuned  in  their  going  to  and  returning  finom  the 
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annual  sessions  of  the  Conferences  of  which  they  are  mem-       May  n. 
bers."  Adopted.  ^n^itoSk  cSJ: 

*'  3d.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  alter  the    corn. 
terms  of  pablication  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal 
at  New-York.'*     Laid  on  the  table. 

"4th..  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  Agents  at  New-York  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  dispose  of  the  four  houses 
on  Crosby-street,  whenever  an  advantageous  opportunity 
may  offer ;  and,  with  the  advice  of  the  Book  Committee,  erect 
other  houses  on  a  part  of  the  lots  recently  purchased  on 
Molberry-street:  provided  that  new  buildings  can  be  erect- 
ed without  materially  increasing  the  expenses  of  the  Con-  * 
cem."  Adopted. 

"  5tb.  Resolved,  <&;c.,  That  the  Agents,  if  they  deem  it  ad- 
visable, be  authorized  to  establish  one  or  more  sabbath- 
school  depositories  in  each  Annual  Conference  that  may 
provide  for  such  depositories,  and  under  such  regulations  as 
the  Agents,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Book  Committee, 
shall  approve.^  Adopted. 

*'  6th.  Resolved,  ^c.  That  the  Sunday  School  Advocate 
as  it  is  be  continued."     Adopted. 

'*  7th.  Resolved,  &c..  That  our  standard  Catechisms  be 
revised  by  the  Editor  of  our  Sunday-School  Books,underthe 
supervision  of  the  Book  Committee  at  New- York."  Adopted . 

"  8th.  Resolved,  di^c,  That  it  is  expedient  to  insert  adver- 
tisements in  the  Quarterly  Review  to  an  extent  not  to  in- 
crease the  postage  thereon.''    Adopted. 

*'  9th.  Resolved,  <Ssc.,  That  while  we  highly  prize  the 
Quarterly  Review  in  its  present  character,  it  is  our  firm 
conviction  that  were  it  made  more  practical  it  would  be 
more  popular  and  useful."     Adopted. 

^  10th.  Resolved,  &^c.,  That  we  recommend  the  following 
addition  to  the  Discipline,  before  the  proviso  in  the  seventh 
paragraph  of  section  8,  part  2 :  *  And  the  Agents  at  New-* 
York  shall  fill  the  orders  for  the  Agents  at  Cincinnati  for  the 
,  plates  of  such  book  or  tract ;  and  when  the  Agents  at  New- 
York  are  about  toissue  any  new  work  of  less  than  seven  hun- 
dred pages,  they  shall,  when  practicable,  give  notice  to  th^ 
Agents  at  Cincinnati,  and  furnish,  if  ordered  by  them,  dupli* 
cate  plates,  which  with  the  above  shall  be  at  cost."  Adopted. 

•*  1 1th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  General  Conference  per- 
mit advertisements  to  a  limited  extent  in  the  Christian  Advo* 
cates,at  the  discretion  of  the  Agents  and  Book  and  Publish- 
ing Committees,  if  the  price  should  be  reduced."    Adopted. 

"  12th.  Resolved,  &c..  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  alter 
the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  to  the  quarto  form.*^ 
Adopted. 

"13th.  Resolved,  *c..  That  a  deduction  of  15  per  cent, 
on  an  average  be  made  on  the  retail  prices  of  the  books  of 
the  General  Catalogue ;  and  that  the  discount  to  preachers  on 
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ai»y  ti.       the  booka,  (with  the  ioxoeptian  of  BibleB  and  Tostaments,) 

jaeport  of  cpiD.  be,  for  cash  purchases  30  per  cent. ;  on  credit.  20  per  cent." 

on  Book  Con-     .  J     ^    ,        *^  ^  '^ 

cera.;  Adopted. 

*U4th.  Resolved,  <&c.,  That  the  price  of  Bibles  andXes- 
taments,  with  the  discount  thereon,  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Agents  at  New-York  and  CincinnatL**    Adopted.  - 

*'  15th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  discount  to  wholesale 
purchasera  of  our  books  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Book 
Agents."    Adopted.  v 

"16th.  Reserved,  &c.,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Gene- 
ral Conference,  tluit  the  Agents  at  New- York  and  Cincin- 
nati purchase  no  additional  real  estate  in  New- York  or  Cin- 
cinnati, but  such  as  is  indispensably  necessary  to  carry  on 
advantageously  the  Book  Concern."    Adopted. 

"17th.  Resolved,  4&c.,  That  the  Bishops  be  allowed  to 
appoint  an  agent  or  agents  for  the  German  publishing 
fund,  when  requested  to  do  so  by  an  Annual  Conferenoe.** 
Adopted. 

"  18th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  so  much  of  the  debt  of  M.  B. 
Hopkins  as  is  due  to  the  Concern  at  New- York  be  referred 
to  the  Book  Agents  at  New-York  for  settlement  at  their  dis- 
cretion."   Adopted. 

"  19th.  Resolved,  <&;c..  That  the  Agents  at  New-York  be 
authorized  to  close  up  or  continue  the  depository  at  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,  at  their  discretion."    Adc^d. 

"20th.  Resolved,  &c..  That,  in  view  of  the  action  taken 
by  the  General  Conference  in  regard  to  the  settlement  of  the 
property  question,  on  the  28th  inst.,  it  is  inexpedient  to  take 
any  action  on  the  subject  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
traveling  preachers  of  the  Church  South,  as  suggested  in  the 
resolution  offered  by  P.  Akers  and  N.  Rous^."  Laid  on 
the  table. 

"  21st.  Resolved,  &c..  That  the  General  Conference 
have  learned  with  great  satisfaction  the  flourishing  oon^ 
dition  of  the  Pittsburgh  Chiistian  Advocate,  as  presented 
in  the  statement  of  the  Publishing  Committee,  and  that 
the  Conference  approve  the  method  adopted  to  increase 
the  circulation  of  that  paper."    Adopted. 

"  22d.  Resolved,  <S&c.,  That  the  indebtedness  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Christian  Advocate  to  the  depository  in  this  city, 
amounting  to  some  81,400,  be  divided  into  installments, 
and  paid  so  as  not  to  embarrass  the  paper."    Adopted. 

"23d.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  Discipline,  part  2,  sec- 
tion 8,  paragraph  29,  page  201,  be  so  altered  as  to  intro- 
dace  '  or  manuscripts,'  after  the  word  *  books.' "  Laid  on 
the  table. 

"  24th.  Resolved,  &c.,That,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Ge- 
neral Conference,  the  contents  of  the  Quarterly  Review 
have  cost  too  much  during  the  past  four  years,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  so  large  a  portion  of  the  articles  which  have 
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appeared  in  it  were  paid  for ;  and  the  editor  is  hereby  di-       May  3i. 
rected  to  lessen  the  expenditures  in  this  particular  for  the  ^p*jJ^J  co™- 
futore."    Laid  on  the  table.  cem. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  report  further,  in 
part,  as  follows  : — 

'*  25tb.  Resolved,  dec,  That  the  Discipline,  part  2,  sec. 
8,  paragraph  5,  page  193,  be  so  changed  as  to  read  as 
follows : — 

**  *  The  Book  Committee  at  New-Tork  shall  consist  of 
seven  traveling  ministers,  to  be  chosen  by  the  General 
Conference.  During  the  intervals  of  the  General  Con- 
ference, they  shall  have  power  to  fill  any  vacancy  that 
may  occur  in  their  own  body.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Book  Committee  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the 
Book  Concern,  to  inspect  the  accounts  of  the  Agents,  and 
make  a  report  thereof  yearly  to  all  the  Annual  Conferen- 
ces and  to  the  General  Conference.'  The  remaining 
pan  of  the  paragraph  to  remain  as  it  is. 

*^  26th.  Resolved,  d&c.  That  the  13th  paragraph  of  same 
section,  page  196,  be  so  changed  as  to  read  as  follows  : — 
'*  *  The  Book  Committee  of  this  department  of  the  Book 
Concern  shall  consist  of  seven  traveling  ministers,  to  be 
chosen  by  the  General  Conference,  whose  powers,*  dec,  ^ 

and  then  read  the  balance  of  the  paragraph  as  it  is. 

"27th.  Resolved,  &c.  That  there  be  added  to  the  17th 
paragraph,  same  section,  page  197,  *  East  Genesee,' 
after  'Genesee,'  and  the  words,  *to  be  chosen  an- 
nually.' 

**28th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  in  chap,  i,  sec  4,  second 
answer  to  question  3,  there  be  added  after  'Cincinnati,' '  at 
Auburn  and  Pittsburgh.' 

"29ih.  Resolved,  Ac,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- 
York  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  to  negotiate  with  the 
proprietors  of  Zion's  Herald  for  the  transfer  of  that  paper 
to  the  General  Conference,  on  such  terms  as  said  Book 
Agents  may  judge  expedient  and  the  Book  Committee  at 
New- York  shall  approve."    Adopted. 

^  30th.  Resolved,  dec.  That  in  case  the  above-mentioned 
negotiation  is  effected,  the  Conferences  pledged  to  patro- 
nize said  paper,  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  Publishing 
Committee  of  twelve  persons,  half  of  whom  shall  consist 
of  members  of  the  present  publishing  association ;  and 
that  said  committee  shall  have  power  to  appoint  an  editor 
until  the  next  session  of  the  ^  General  Conference."^ 
Adopted. 

"31st.  Resolved,  &c..  That  the  Agents  at  New-York 

be  directed  to  remit  the  claim  of  the  Book  Concern  against 

the  estate    of   the    late  Clarke  A.    Smith,   deceased." 

Adopted. 

"  32d.  Resolved,  dtc,  That  the  claim  of  the  Book  Con- 
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Bfaysi.       cem  against  H.  C.  Tilton  be  referred  to  the  Agents  at 
New-York  for  settlement  at  their  discretion. "  Adopted. 
"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.    In  behalf  of  the 
Committee, 

"J,  A.  Collins,  Chairman. 
**  PiUsburgh,  May  27, 1848." 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  to  take  up  the  appeal  of 
E.  J.  Seueck'.  £.  J.  Selleck  prevailed, 
appeal    taken       rj.^^  j^^^^^  ^^  ^  j  Selleck  was  read. 

A  motion  to  admit  the  appeal  of  £.  J.  Selleck  pre- 
vailed. 

Brother  Pilcher  appearing  in  behalf  of  the  appellant, 
taking  three  exceptions  to  the  proceedings  in  this  case, 
brother  Carlton  replied  in  a  few  words. 

A  motioin  to  reconsider  the  vote,  admitting  the  appeal, 
.   prevailed.     The  motion  to  admit  the  appeal  was  lost. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  presented 
the  following  reports.  Report  No.  5  was  adopted,  and  is 
as  follows : — 
Report  of  Com.  '*  Your  Committee  have  bad  under  their  consideration 
chareh!  No!*5.  *^®  various  claims  referred  to  them,  and  recommend  to 
the  General  Conference  the  adoption  of  the  following  re- 
solutions ; — 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  while  this  Conference  deeply  sym- 
pathizes with  those  who  have  been  deprived  of  their 
houses  of  worship,  in  various  places,  under  the  operation 
of  the  so-called  Plan  of  Separation  ;  yet  ther^  is  no  power 
to  draw  upon  the  funds  of  the  Bpok  Concern  to  indemnify 
them  for  their  losses.  Nevertheless,  all  such  claims  will 
be  duly  considered  and  urged  in  the  final  adjustment  of 
the  alledged  claims  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  should  such  adjustment  take  place. 
'  ^^2.  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  has  no  power  to 
draw  upon  the  funds  of  the  Book  Concern  to  meet  any 
claims  which  any  of  our  local  brethren  in  Arkansas,  as 
set  forth  in  some  petitions,  may  have,  for  services  ren- 
dered to  the  Church. 

**3.  Resolved,  That  the  Annual  Conferences,  within 
whose  bounds  any  traveling  minister  may  reside,  who 
have  suffered  from  the  Plan  of  Separation,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized,  to  examine  and  determine  the  na- 
ture and  amount  of  said  claims ;  and  make  such  arrange- 
ment for  their  settlement,  through  their  boards  of  stewards 
and  their  mission  committees,  as  they  may  judge  best. 
'*  RespectfuUy  submitted, 

"  Geo.  Peck,  ChairmanJ" 

Report  No.  G  was  adopted.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 
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"  The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  beg  leare       Bfoy  3i. 
further  to  report,  in  part,  as  follows : —  ^PS?/*^J5?f  * 

.,4  ii»         1         1  f  ..  o^  state  of  tn« 

''  Among  the  papers  referred  to  them  for  exanunation,  church,  No.  6. 
they  find  memorials  from  diiSerent  places  in  the  dave- 
holding  states,  pra^nng  for  recognition  as  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  for  ministers  to  be  sent  to 
them  for  the  organization  of  Conferences,  districts,  dec, 
which  memorials  are  signed,  in  all,  by  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  thirty-five  persons. 

*'ln  regard  to  these  memorials  we  recommend  for 
adoption  the  following : — 

"Resolved,  That  we  recognize  all  persons  in  these 
United  States,  who  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in  1844,  who  have  not  been  separated  from 
said  Church  by  withdrawal  or  expulsion,  according  to 
Discipline,  and  who  express  a  desire  to  be  recognized,  as 
still  under  our  care  and  jurisdiction  as  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  that  we  regard  it  a« 
our  duty,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  supply  all  such  with  the 
preaching  and  ordinances  of  the  gospel. 

"  George  Peck,  Chairman." 

The  secretary  was  ordered  to  give  Dr.  Akers  a  copy  of  Thesecordered 
the  above  report.  Aker»  a  copy 

Report  No.  7,  in  relation  to  St.  Louis  and  Maysville    ^^  ^""^ 
difficulties,  was  adopted,  and  reads  as  follows : — 

**  Whereas  the  Plan  of  Separation,  as  it  is  called,  passed  Repoi^  of  Cknn. 
by  the  General  Conference  of  1844,  has,  in  its  operations,    churdilf  No!  r 
deprived  a  large  number  of  the  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  situated  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  of  the 
ministry  and  the  privileges  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  during  the  last  three  years  : 

'*  And  whereas  this  portion  of  the  Church  has  also  been 
deprived  of  their  houses  of  worship,  from  the  same  cause, 
greatly  to  their  pecuniary  injury ;  and  whereas  one  so- 
ciety in  St.  Louis  has,  at  great  expense  for  them,  erected 
anew  house  of  worship,  for, which,  after  having  entirely 
exhausted  their  means,  they  are  considerably  in  debt  for 
it;  and  two  other  societies,  in  the  same  city,  have  com* 
menced  suits  to  obtain  their  houses  by  law ;  for  which 
object  it  is  necessary  tb  have  means  successfully  to  pro- 
secute said  suits  to  a  final  decision ;  and  in  other  places 
they  are  destitute  of  sufficient  means  to  build  new  houses 
to  worship  God  in :  therefo|e  be  it 

"Resolved,  by  this  General  Conference,  1.  That  the. 
societies  belonging  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
the  city  of  St.  Louis,  and  in  the  town  of  Hannibal,  all  in 
the  state  of  Missouri,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized 
to  appoint  an  agent  to  travel  and  solicit  aid  from  the 
Church,  for  the  purpose  of  their  relief  from  dieir  pecup 
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Mqr»i.       niaiy  embarrassments,   and  the  ministry  and  member- 
Repwt  of  Com.  gjjjp  ^f  ^^  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  are  requested  to 

on  staio  of  cue         *_  «   i*      . «       ^  /.     .«.  •       .      ,    .  ^^ 

chuMh,  No.  7.  render  to  said  agent  all  the  aid  and  mcihties  m  their  powct 
to  accomplish  this  object. 

**  Resolved,  2.  That  the  sereral  Annual  Conferences  be 
requested  to  take  such  measures  to  assist  the  brethren  in 
those  places  as  they,  in  their  wisdom,  may  see  proper. 

'<  Resolved,  3.  That  the  petitions  of  brother  J.  Arm- 
strong and  brother  Savage  be  referred  to  the  Ohio  Annual 
Conference,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  they  may  deem 
proper  to  assist  said  brethren, 

**'  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  George  Peck,  Chairman,^ 

Report  No.  8,  relating  to  the  Brooklyn  Church  case, 
was  adopted.     It  is  as  follows  :-— 
No.  a  *'  The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  further 

beg  leave  to  report : 

"  That  they  have  considered  the  resolution  referred  to 
them,  as  to  the  expenses  sustained  by  Rev.  B.  Griffen  in 
recovering  possession  of  the  Centenary  Church,  at  Brook- 
lyn, and  they  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions : 

*'  1 .  Resolved,  By  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual 
Conferences  in  General  Conference  assembled,  that  bro- 
ther Benjamin  Griffen,  of  the  New- York  Conference,  has 
our  hearty  commendation  for  the  Christian  firmness  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  maintained  his  position  as  a  Me- 
thodist minister  at  Brooklyn  the  past  year,  and  defended 
the  rights  of  our  ministry  against  the  assumptions  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Centenary  Church  in  that  city. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  New-York  and  the  New-Yoik 
East  Conferences  be  respectfully  titid  earnestly  requested 
to  take  such  measures  as  they,  in  their  wisdom,  may  deem 
proper  to  remunerate  brother  Griffen  for  the  expenses 
which  he  incurred  in  recovering  possession  of  said 
Church,  and  for  the  losses,  which  he  sustained  in  his 
ministerial  support  while  deprived  of  the  occupancy  of 
his  pul^Ht. 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

•*  George  Peck,  Chairman," 

Suspended  the  further  consideration  of  the  report. 

Voted,  that  when  we  adjouB),  we  adjourn  to  meet  again 
•at  half-past  seven,  P.  M. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Brother  Griffen  presented  the  following  resolution, 
namely : — 

"  Whereas,  this  Conference  having  divided  the  New- 
York  Conference  into  two  Conferences,  and  having  pro* 
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Tided  that  the  two  Conferences  shall  meet  together  at 
their  next  session ;  and, 

"Whereas,  The  trustees  of  the  New- York  Annual 
Conference  are  an  incorporated  body,  and  as  part  of  said 
trustees  are  annually  elected  by  the  members  of  the 
New- York  Conference,  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  said  division  of  the  New-York 
Conference  shall  not  take  effect  till  after  its  next  session. 

"B.  Griffen, 
"  P.  P.  Sandfobd.'' 
Resolution  adopted. 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  Conference  proceed  to  appoint 
two  Committees  of  five  for  New- York  and  Cincinnati, 
to  estimate  the  amount  of  salaries  for  Conference  Agents 
and  Editors." 

For  New- York— B.  Griffen,  G.  Peck,  F.  Reed,  D. 
Smith,  T.  Benedict. 

For  Cincinnati— J.  Young,  E.  G.  Wood,  H.  W.  Goode, 
P.  Cartwright,  L.  B.  Gudey. 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  directed  to  pay  the  sexton  of  this  Church  fifty 
dolhus  for  her  faithful  services  to  the  General  Conference 
during  the  session."    Adopted. 

Conference  ordered  payment  to  be  made  for  printing 
Conference  reports,  $3  50. 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  by 
the  chair  to  nominate  the  Book  Committee  at  New- York, 
and  also  a  like  Committee  for  the  Book  Committee  at 
Cincinnati."     Adopted. 

^  Resolved,  That  a  collection  be  taken  up  fur  our  assist- 
ant postmaster." 

^  Resolved,  1.  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  the  members 
of  this  General  Conference  are  due,  and  are  hereby  most 
respectfully  tendered,  to  our  brethren  and  friends,  and  their 
excellent  families,  who  have  so  kindly  and  hospitably, 
accommodated  us  during  our  present  session. 

^  Resolved,  2.  That  Sie  above  resolution  be  published 
in  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate,  and  read  in  the 
pnlptts  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches  in  Pitts- 
burgh, Alleghany,  Birmingham,  and  Manchester. 

"  JsssE  T.  Pbck, 
"J.  Drvhmond." 
Resolutions  adopted. 

Brother  Hamilton  moved  that  copies  of  the  address 
from  the  British  brethren  and  the  Canada  brethren  be 
famished  ibr  publication  in  the  Christian  Advocate  and 
Journal.     Carried. 

Conference  ordered  all  action  relative  to  the  West- 
moreland case  stricken  from  the  joumid. 
Conference  adjounied.    Benediction  by  bro.  Filmore. 


May  31. 

B.  Griffen  and  P. 
P.  Sandibrd's 
rMolutlon. 


Committees  to 
Estunate  Sala- 
riei  for  Goaf. 
Agenu  and  Ed- 
itors at  N.York 
and  Cincinnati. 


Vote  of  thanks 
for  entertain 
ment. 


Address  from 
the  Canada  and 
the  British  bre- 
thren to  be  pub- 
lished in  Chi. 
Ady.  and  Jonr. 

All  action  in 
Westmoreland 
case  to  be 
stricken  from 
the  jooxnal. 
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Brother  Jacoby 
granted  leave 
of  aJbaence. 


Bn>.Naat  grant- 
ed leave  of  ab- 
sence. 

Com.  to  Bomi- 
jiale  tlie  Book 
Com.  for  N.  Y. 
and  Cincinnati 


A.  Stevent  pre- 
senta  his  resig- 
nation aa  Ed.  of 
Chr.  AdT.  and 
Journal. 


G.  Peck  elected 
Ed.ofChr.Adv. 
and  JonmaL 

Bro.  Richardson 
to  fill  the  place 
of  G.  Peck  on 
Com.  to  esti- 
mate salaries 
of  Agents  and 
Ed's,  at  N.  Y. 
I 

Report  of  Com. 
on  Missions. 


WEDNESDAY  EVENING,  MAY  31. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  and 
opened  with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  B. 
M.  Hall.     Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

Leave  of  absence  after  to-night  was  granted  to  brother 
Jacoby. 

A  motion,  requesting  that  all  the  business  coming  before 
the  Conference  to-night  be  presented  by  the  president, 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Nast  was  granted  leave  of  absence. 

Resumed  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Church.     Read  in  part. 

Committee  to  nominate  Book  Committee  for  New-York 
—J.  A.  Collins,  J.  P.  Durbin,  J.  Holdich,  A.  D.  Sargent, 
Glezen  Filmore. 

Like  Committee  for  Cincinnati — Charles  Elliott,  P. 
Akers,  H.  Kinsley,  H.  W.  Goode,  L.  W.  Beny. 

Brother  A.  Stevens  presented  to  the  Conference  his 
resignation  of  the  editorship  of  the  Christian  Advocate 
and  Journal. 

Conference  accepted,  and  voted*  to  elect  an  Editor  of 
the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal.  Balloted,  and  the 
tellers  retired. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary 
Society  was  presented. 

The  tellers  returned,  and  reported.  Dr.  G.  Peck  was 
elected  Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal. 

Brother  Richardson  was  appointed  to  fill  the  place  of 
G.  Peck  on  the  Committee  to  estimate  salaries  of  Agents 
and  Editors  at  New- York. 

The  Mission  Committee  presented  several  reports,  as 
follows : — 

"  1 .  The  Committee  on  Missions,  having  been  advised  that 
there  are  great  difficulties  in  changing  some  of  the  mis- 
sionaries so  often  as  once  in  two  years,  recommend  for 
the  adoption  of  the  General  Conference  the  following  alte- 
ration in  the  Discipline : — 

"  After  the  words,  '  Indian  missions,'  in  the  eleventh 
line  from  the  top,  on  page  28,  section  4,  insert,  *  Welsh, 
Swedes,  Norwegians,  and  other  missionaries  among 
foreigners,  (not  including  the  Germans,)  where  supplies 
are  difficult  to  be  obtained.' 

'*  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  C.  Pitman,  Chairman.'' 

Report  adopted. 

"  2.  The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  claims  of  John  Ferguson,  for  some  time  a  teacher  of 
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a  school  in  one  of  our  Indian  missions,  beg  leave  to  re-       May  si. 
port,  that  they  have  carefully  considered  these  claims,  Report  of  com. 

*   .  »'     1  ^  .  3     -^  ,    ,  ,'     on  Missions. 

With  the  accompanymg  documents,  and  have  agreed, 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  recommend 
the  following  resolution  for  the  adoption  of  the  General 
Conference : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  claims  of  John  Ferguson  for  ser- 
vices performed  in  one  of  our  Indian  missions  be  referred 
to  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  adjustment ;  and  that  if 
said  ckims  shall  appear  to  them  to  be  well  authenticated, 
the  Board  be,  and  is  hereby,  recommended  to  settle  with  * 
brother  Ferguson  according  to  the  principles  of  moral 
equity.  Respectfully  submitted, 

**  C.  Pitman,  Chairman:' 

Report  adopted. 

'*  3.  The  Committee  on  Missions  have  received  from  the 
Recording  Secretary  of  our  Parent  Missionary  Society 
the  following  proposed  amendment  to  the  constitution  of 
the  Society,  to  be  inserted  at  the  close  t)f  the  first  para- 
graph of  the  13th  article  :— 

*' '  Provided^  nevertheless,  that  in  the  intervals  between 
the  meetings  of  the  General  Missionary  Committee,  the 
Board  of  Managers,  with  the  concurrence  of  a  majority 
of  the  Bishops,  may  adopt  a  new  missionary  field  if  they 
shall  deem  it  important,  and  may  also  provide  for  any 
unforeseen  emergency  that  may  arise  ;  and,  to  meet  such 
demands,  may  expend  any  additional  sum  not  exceeding 
fire  thousand  dollars. 

**  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  C.  Pitman,  Chairman:' 

Report  amended  and  adopted. 

Took  up  the  Report  of  the  Mission  Committee,  presented 
M8y22:-;r 

**  The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  from  Oregon  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  an  Annual  Conference  in  that  coutitry,  have  had  the 
subject  under  serious  consideration ;  they  have  also  had 
before  them  the  resolution  of  brothers  Simpson  and  Col- 
lins on  the  propriety  and  importance  of  embracing  the 
teiritories  of  California  and  New-Mexico  within  the 
bounds  of  an  Annual  Conference,  and  have  agreed, 
after  a  careful  examination  of  both  documents,  to  recom- 
mend to  the  General  Conference  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : — 

"^  1.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual 
Conferences,  in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  pro- 
vision be,  and  is  hereby,  made  for  the  establishment  of  an 
16 
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Aepon  of  Com 

on  Missions., 


Annual  Conference  on  the  Pacific  Coaat,  to  embrace 
Oregon,  California,  and  New-Mexico,  to  be  called  '  The 
Oregon  and  California  Mission  Conference,'  and  that  it 
be  organized  as  ^oon  as  practicable,  under  the  authority 
and  direction  of  our  episcopacy. 

'<2.  Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  shall  have  authority 
to  appoint  a  superintendent  for  said  Conference,  and 
assign  him  his  duties ;  and  that  the  managers  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  shall 
fix  his  allowance. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  we  hereby  recommend  that  one  of 
our  Bishops  visit  Oregon  during  the  ensuing  four  years,  if 
practicable,  and  that  his  expenses  be  met  in  the  usual 
way. 

'*  4.  Resolved,  That  the  Oregon  and  California  Mission 
Annual  Conference  shall  have  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  other  Annual  Conferences,  excepting  those  of  sending 
delegates  to  the  General  Conference,  and  of  drawing  the 
annual  dividend  from  the  avails  of  the  Book  Concern  and 
of  the  Chartered  Fund. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"C.  Pitman,  Cfuamum. 

''Pittsburgh,  May  13,  1848." 

The  resolution  relative  to  the  Mission  Annual  Confer- 
ence on  the  Pacific  Coast  being  read,  a  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  failed.  A  motion  to  adjourn  failed.  The  call 
for  the  previous  question  was  not  sustained. 

The  first  resolution  adopted. 

The  second  resolution  adopted. 

The  third  resolution  laid  on  the  table. 

The  fourth  resolution  adopted. 

Moved,  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjouni  to  meet  again 
at  half-past  seven  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Brother  Tomlinson  ofiered  the  following  resolutions : — 

"  1 .  Resolved,  unanimously,  by  the  delegates    of  the 

General  Conference,  in  General  Conference  assembled, 

sir  the^BriUab  That  our  highly  esteemed  and  beloved  senior  bishop  Hed- 
ding,  D.  D.,  be,  and  is  hereby  respectfully  and  earnestly 
requested,  if  practicable,  to  visit  the  British  Conference, 
at  some  time  within  the  ensuing  fouip  years,  to  reciprocate 
for  himself,  and  in  behalf  of  this  body,  and  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  fraternal  salutations  which  this  Conference,  during  its 
present  session,  received  with  such  great  delight  and  edi- 
fication from  that  venerable  body,  through  their  excellent 
and  able  representative,  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon. 

''  2.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  should  our  senior  bishop 
find  it  impracticable  to  comply  with  this  request,  on  ac- 
count of  feeble  health,  or  from  any  other  cause,  the  board 
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of  bithops  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  aiTectionately  desired      lUaySi. 
to  select  one  of  their  number,  to  perforin  for  himself  and  ^^ertiSIr*  5' 
his  c(^leagues,  for  us  and  for  the  whole  church,  the  pious.    Heading  to  vi- 
important,  and  most  agreeable  service,  specified  in  the    conferenre.^** 
foregoing  resolutions. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions, 
authenticated,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  bishops. 

"  J.  Si  TOMLINSON, 
"Jos.   HOLDICH.'^ 


By  motion,   Ck>nferenco  adjourned. 
Bishop  Waugh. 


Benediction   bv 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  1.: 

Conference  met  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  J.  B.  Finley. 

Bishop  Hamline  in  the  chair.    The  journals  were  read. 

Brother  Jewett  moved  to  suspend  the  orders.     Carried. 

He  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  if  the  Annual  Conferences  shall  be 
called  upon  to  vote  on  the  resolution  proposing  a  suspension 
of  the  sixth  restrictive  article,  the  secretaries  of  the  several 
Annual  Conferences  be  directed  to  forward  to  the  Book 
Agents  at  New-York  a  certified  statement  of  the  vote  of 
their  Conference,  that  said  Agents  may  decide  thereon." 
Adopted. 

Brother  Goode  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three,  one  of  whom  be 
the  secretary,  be  appointed  to  superintend  the  publication 
of  the  Journal  and  Reports  of  this  General  Conference, 
and  the  Book  Agents  at  New-York  are  hereby  instructed 
to  publish  the  same  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable." 

Brother  Goode  also  offered  the  following  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate 
and  Journal  be  hereby  instructed,  as  soon  as  practicable, 
after  final  adjournment,  to  prepare,  and  furnish  for  publi- 
cation in  our  official  papers,  a  connected  transcript  of  all 
resolutions,  or  other  actions  of  this  body,  deciding  points 
of  law,  or  in  any  manner  affecting  the  administration  of 
discipline."    Adopted. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Sab- 
bath Schools  and  Tracts,  No.  1. 

Brother  Brown  requested  leave  ^to  record  his  vote  on 
the  property  question.     Voted  that  leave  be  granted  him. 

The  1st  resolution  of  the  Report,  amending  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Sunday-School  Union  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  adopted. 

The  2d  resolution,  amending  as  above,  adopted. 

The  3d  resolution  was  adopted.     .  ^  ^    . 
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Report  of  Com. 
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and      Tracts, 

No.  1. 


'Report  of  Com. 
on  S.  Schools 
and  Tracts, 
No.  3. 


Repoi;]^  of  Com. 
onTcmperance. 


.Book  Com.  for 
New-York. 


T.Spjcer'8  reso- 
lution on  alte- 
ration of  Dis- 
cipline. 


Resolution  of 
bro.  Young  on 
Presiding  El- 
dent. 


The  4tli  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  dth  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  Report,  as  a  whole,  was  taken  up. 

Moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  the  first  clause  after 
the  words,  *'  Methodist  Episcopal  Church."    Carried. 

The  report  adopted  as  amended.    (See  Appendix  £.) 

Report,  No.  2,  on  Sunday  Schools  and  Tracts^  taken  up. 

The  whole  report  was  adopted.    (See  Appendix  F.) 

Voted  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, No.  1. 

The  resolution  amending  the  Discipline  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Brother  Wright,  from  the  Committee  on  Temperance, 
presented  a  report,  which  was  read  and  adopted.  (See 
Appendix  G.) 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  Book  Committee 
for  New- York  reported  the  following  names : — 

John  A.  Collins,  Baltimore  Conference. 

J.  Holdich,  New- York  East  Conference. 

D.  Filmore,  Providence  Conference. 

A.  D.  Sargent,  New-England  Conference. 

Z.  Phillips,  Troy  Conference. 

N.  Rounds,  Oneida  Conference. 

T.  Carlton,  Genesee  Conference. 

Report  adopted. 

T.  Spicer  offered  the  following  resolutions  :— 

"  Resolved,  That  the  rule  of  Discipline,  page  41,  com- 
mencing with  the  word  'let,'  near  the  middle  of  ihe 
page,  and  ending'  with  the  word  '  trial,'  at  the  close  of 
the  same  paragraph,  be  so  amendied,  as  to  make  it  the 
duty  of  the  presiding  elder  to  give  the  explanation  alluded 
to,  instead  of  the  preacher  in  charge ;  and  that  it  be 
transferred  to  the  section,  '  Of  the  Duties  of  Presiding 
Elders.'"    Adopted. 

"  On  page  95,  instead  of  <  be  strong  and  presumptive,' 
let  it  read,  '  afford  strong  presumption  of  guilt.'  Also, 
that  on  page  27,  at  the  end  of  the  8th  line,  there  be  added, 
after  the  words  '  military  posts,'  the  words  '  and  naval 
stations,'  so  that  it  may  read  'state  prisons,  military 
posts,  and  naval  stations.' "    Adopted. 

J.  Young  offered  the  following  : — 

*'*•  Whereas,  in  some  instance  or  instances.  Annual  Con- 
ferences have  advised  our  Bishops  not  to  appoint  the  same 
person  to  the  office  of  presiding  elder  for  two  terms  in 
succession,  and  have  also  advised  them  not  to  reappoint 
any  one  to  that  office,  who  has  serA'ed  two  tetkns  therein  ; 
and  whereas  such  advice  is  regarded  as  an  unsuitable 
interference  with  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the 
episcopacy : 
*'  Therefore,  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this 
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Conference,  that  our  Bishops  should  not  be  restrained 
or  embarrassed  by  any  such  advice  on  the  part  of  an 
Annaal  Conference.*'     Adopted. 

J.  Steadinan  offered  the  following: — 

^Whereas  the  following  resolution  is  found  append- 
ed to  the  report  on  the  Westmoreland  petitions,  and  was 
adopted  by  the  General  Conference  of  1840,  to  wit : 

'* '  Resolved,  That  under  the  provisional  exception  of  the 
general  rule  of  the  Church  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  the 
simple  holding  of  slaves,  or  the  mere  ownership  of  slave 
property,  in  states  and  territories  where  the  laws  do  not 
admit  of  emancipation,  and  permit  the  liberated  slave  to 
enjoy  freedom,  constitutes  no  legal  barrier  to  the  election 
and  ordination  of  ministers  to  the  various  offices  known 
in  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
cannot,  therefore,  be  considered  as  operating  any  forfeits 
ore  or  right,  in  view  of  such  election  and  ordination  :' 

"  And  whereas  said  resolution  is  liable  to  misconstruc- 
tion, and  has  been  misconstrued  greatly  to  the  prejudice 
of  our  beloved  Methodism.     Therefore, 

*'  Resolved,  1st.  That  said  resolution  be,  and  is  hereby, 
rMnded. 

**  Resolved,  2d.  That,  in  rescinding  said  resolution,  we 
<;ontemplate  no  interference  with  the  section  of  the  Dis- 
cipline on  sdavery ;  but  wish  simply  to  leave  it  without 
note  or  comment." 

Moved  to  lay  the  above  resolution  on  the  table.    Lost. 

Voted  to  take  the  previous  question. 

The  resolutions  and  preamble  were  adopted. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Law 
Questions. 

The  Ist  resolution  was  read. 

Moved  to  amend  by  adding  the  words,  "  in  the  intervals 
of  the  Quarterly  Conference.**    Laid  on  the  table. 

Moved  to  amend  by  making  it  read,  '*  the  presiding 
elder  has  not  a  right  to  employ  a  local  preacher,  dsc, 
except  in  the  intervals  of  the  Quarterly  Conference." 

Moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  amend  on  the  table.     Lost. 

Previous  question  ordered.     Amendment  adopted. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  adopted. 

The  2d  resolution  was  read. 

J.  Clark  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  what  relates 
to  expulsion.  Laid  on  the  table.  Voted  to  take  up  again 
brother  Clark's  amendment.  The  previous  question  or- 
dered. Amendment  adopted.  Resolution,  as^  amended, 
adopted. 

Brother  Finley  asked  leave  of  absence.     Not  granted, 

The  3d  resolution  read.    Laid  on  the  table. 

The  4th  resolution  read.  T.  Spicer  offered  a  substitute, 
as  follows  :<— 
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Jane  1.  «  Rasolred,  That  the  following  clause  be  added  to  an- 

^mute!'* '^^    ^^^^  ®»  ^^  question  2,  in  Discipline,  page  45  :  *  Persons 

who  Temore  from  one  cireuit  or  station  to  another,  shall 

be  responsible  to  the  society  from  which  they  remove, 

until  they  have  united  elsewhere.' " 

Moved  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table.    Carried. 

Moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this  subject 
fifteen  minutes,  to  fix  the  seat  of  the  General  Conference. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

The  previous  question  was  ordered.  The  resolution,  as 
reported,  was  adopted. 

The  5th  resolution  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  6th  resolution  was  read,  and  adopted. 

The  7th  resolution  was  read.  Moved  to  amend  by  in- 
serting the  word  "  not"    Laid  on  the  table. 

J.  Clark  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  "  an 
appeal,"  and  inserting  "  an  application  for  a  new  trial.^' 

The  previous  question  was  ordered.  The  amendment 
carried. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  8th  resolution  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  appendix  to  the  report  was  read,  and,  laid  oh  tke 
table. 

The  following  is  the  Report : — 

Report  of  Com.       *<  The  Committee  on  Questions  of  Law  have  carefully 

^M?^  ^^^    considered  the  interrogatories  propounded  by  the  Bishops 

to  the  Conference,  and  by  the  Conference  referred  to  said 

Committee,'  and  they  present  their  answer  in  the  fol* 

*  lowing  resolutions,   which    are    respectfully    submitted, 

namely : 

"  1 .  Resolved,  That  a  presiding  elder  has  not  a  right 
to  employ  a  local  preacher  without  a  recommendation 
from  a  Quarterly  Conference. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  when  an  Annual  Conference  de- 
cides that  a  preacher  having  charge  has  expelled  a  mem- 
ber contrary  to  Discipline,  the  decision  restores  the  mem* 
her  so  expelled. 

*'  3.  Resolved,  That  a  certificate  of  membership  is  valid 
until  the  holder  has  had  a  reasonable  opportunity  of  pre- 
senting it. 

*'  4.  Resolved,  That  when  a  member  i^eceives  a  certifi- 
cate of  membership  from  a  preacher  having  charge  of  a 
circuit  or  station,  he  is  responsible  for  his  moral  conduct 
(from  the  date  of  his  certificate  until  he  joins)  to  the 
society  receiving  him  upon  that  certificate. 

"  5.  Resolved,  That  testimony  taken  before  a  committee 
sitting  in  the  case  of  an  accused  member  of  an  Annual 
Conference,  is  to  be  received  as  evidence  on  the  trial  of 
said  minister  before  the  Annual  Conference,  and  that  a 
rule  for  taking  such  testimony  shall  be  provided. 
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*'  6.  Resolved,  That  qtiestions  relating  to  the  admissihi-       Jane  i- 
Uty  of  testimony  are  questions  of  law.  *^lLw  ^S^ 

'*  7.  ResoWed,  That  when  a  preacher,  who  differs  in    tions. 
judgment  from  the  majority  of  the  society,  or  the  select 
nuii^er,  concerning  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  an  accused  • 
person,  carries  up  the  trial  to  the  Quarterly  Conference, 
it  is  an  application  for  a  new  trial. 

'*  8.  Resolved,  That  in  no  case  of  an  appeal  can  new 
evidence  be  admitted. 

''  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  ^ 

"  P.  P.  Sandford,  Chairman, 

«  Fittshurgh,  May  17, 1848." 

APPENDIX. 

**  The  Committee  on  Law  Questions  have  also  consi- 
dered the  following  paper  referred  to  them,  namely :  — 

'*  *  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Questions  of  Law 
be  instructed  to  in<}uire  whether  an  Annual  Conference, 
by  virtue  of  its  original  jurisdiction,  has  the  right,  when 
one  of  its  members  '*  is  under  report  of  being  guilty  of  ^ 

some  crime  expressly  forbidden  in  the  word  of  God,"  to 
adopt  any  measure  for  the  investigation  of  the  matters  con- 
tained in  such  report,  in  the  intervals  of  its  annual  sessions, 
otherwise  than  in  an  accordance  with  the  provisions  con- 
tained ip  answer  to  question  first,  chapter  first,  section 
nineteenth,  page  67,  and  report  thereon.' 

"  Your  committee  beg  leave  to  report  a  negative  answer 
to  the  above  interrogatory. 

*'  Respectfally  submitted, 

"  P.  P.  Sandford,  Chairman. 

'' Pittslmrgh,  17/A  May,  1848." 

The  following  further  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Law 
Questions,  in  relation  to  an  appeal  court,  &c,  was  taken  up. 

The  first  item  was  read,  and  resolution  adopted. 

The  second  item,  in  relation  to  superannuated  preach- ' 
era,  was  read. 

Moved  to  strike  out  the  word  <<not,"  in  the  first  reso- 
lution. 

Moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table.     Carried. 

Moved  to  lay  the  whole  report  on  the  table.   Lost. 

The  previous  question  ordered,  and  the  resolution  adopt- 
ed as  reported. 

The  2d,  3d,  and  4th  resolutions,  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  third  item  in  relation  to  **  horse  feed." 

Bro.  Massey  moved  to  strike  out  all  except  that  which 
would  make  ''horse  feed"  traveling  expenses.  Adopted,  and 
the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Fourth  item  in  relatipn  to  E.  Spragne.  1st  resolution 
'adopted.    2d  resolution  was  read.    Moved  to  amend  by 
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June  1.       inserting  the  word  "  not'*  Amendment  laid  on  the  table.  The 
resolution  was  adopted. 

3d  resolution  was  adopted.     4th  resolution  adopted. 

5th  resolution  adopted. 
Sec.  to  fumirfj       The  Secretary  was  ordered  to  furnish  the  Troy  delegates 
with  a^clwof  vith  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  in  the  case  of  £.  Sprague. 
E*^^s*^°°'  J2       '^^®  whole  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : — 
case  ^"^^^^  ■       «t  The  Committee  on  Law  Questions  have  had  under  con- 
^nLaw^QuS^  sideVation  tho'proposition  of  the  Bishops  respecting  a  dele- 
tions, gated  Annual  Conference ;  the  plan  of  a  connectional  Con- 
ference, and  the  explanatory  letter  of  Dr.  Luckey  accom- 
panying it ;  the  proposition  so  to  alter  the  section  of  the 
Discipline  relating  to  the  General  Conference,  as  to  autho- 
rize the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  that  body  to  sit  as 
a  Court  of  Appeals  during  the  sessions  of  the  General  Con- 
ference from  time  to  time ;  and  also  the  resolution  which 
proposes  to  make  the  Annual  Conferences  judges  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  laws  passed  by  the  General  Conference : 
and  after  bestowing  upon  each  of  the  above-mentioned  sub- 
jects all  the  deliberation  so  justly  due  to  their  intrinsic  im- 
portance, no  less  than  to  th^  eminence  of  the  sources  whence 
they  have  respectively  originated,  your  Committee  think 
that  changes  so  vital  should  not  be  made  at  this  juncture. 
Better  that  they  should  be  subjects  of  consideration  by  the 
whole  connection  for  the  next  four  years,  and  subjects  of 
action,  if  need  be,  of  the  next  session  of  this  body. 
<  "  Your  Committee  beg  leave  further  to  report  answers  to 
several  questions  referred  to  them. 

"  First.  In  relation  to  the  trial  of  a  preacher  under  certain 
circumstances : — 

*'  1.  Resolved,  That  an  Annual  Conference  has  a  right,  v 
when  charges  are  preferred  against  one  of  their  number, 
and  the  case  cannot  be  tried  during  their  session,  for  want 
of  testimony,  to  refer  it  to  the  presiding  elder  who  may 
iiave  charge  of  him,  under  the  rule  for  the»  trial  of  immoral 
ministers  in  the  interval  of  an  Annual  Conference. 

"  Second.  In  relation  to  superannuated  preachers : — 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  a  superannuated  preacher  living  out 
of  the  bounds  of  his  own  Conference  is  not  a  member  of 
the  Quarterly  Conference  where  he  resides. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  such  minister  has  no  voice  in  the  so- 
ciety where  he  lives. 

'*  3.  Resolved,  That  he  has  a  right  (as  all  other  Methodist 
preachers)  in  class  meetings. 

<'  4.  Resolved,  That  he  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  pre- 
siding elder;  so  far  as  is  provided  in  the  Discipline,  pages 
24  and  68. 

"Third.  In  relation  to  a  certain  item  of  expense  :— 

"  Resolved,  That  horse  feed,  in  the  case  of  those  who  are 
under  the  necessity  of  keeping  a  &orse  to  attend  to  their 
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appointments  and  duties  in  the  ministry,  is  to  be  paid  for        Jane  i. 
as  trareling  expenses..  ^Tl^i'^Z 

"Fourth.  In  relation  to  the  case  of  E.  Sprague : —  tions. 

"  They  return  the  questions  propounded  by  the  delegates 
of  the  Troy  Conference,  with  their  answers  subjoined. 

'<  *Que8.  1 .  In  what  relation  to  the  Troy  Conference  did 
the  above  act  of  the  General  Conference  place  Rev.  £. 
Sprague  ?  Does  he  still  remain  suspended  from  the  minis- 
try or  not  ?' 

'*  Ans.  His  relation  to  the  Troy  Conference  is  that  of 
an  accused  member. 

'*'Ques.  2.  May  the  Troy  Conference  suffer  the  said 
£.  Sprague  to  withdraw  from  the  Church,  should  he  request 
it,  before  the  trial  takes  place  as  required  by  the  action  of 
this  body  ?* 

"Ans.  They  may. 

" '  Qnes.  3.  When  the  trial  takes  place,  is  the  Troy  Conn 
ference  at  liberty  to  use  any  part  of  the  testimony  read 
before  this  body  as  documentary  evidence  in  the  case  ?' 

"  Ans.  Yes,  if  it  has  been  taken  according  to  Discipline. 

"  *  Ques.  4.  If  living  witnesses  are  present  at  the  seat 
of  the  Conference,  but  refuse  to  give  evidence  in  open  Con- 
ference, is  the  Conference  at  liberty  in  such  case  to  appoint 
a  Committee  to  take  such  testimony  in  the  presence  of  the 
accused  out  of  the  Conference  ;  and  if  so  taken,  must  the 
testimony  be  written  down  by  the  secretary  of  the  Con- 
ference V 

"  Ans.  The  Conference  has  a  right  to  appoint  a  commis- 
sion \%  take  testimony  when  the  witnesses  cannot  be  brought 
before  the  Conference,  the  opposite  party  being  notified  to 
appear  before  such  commission,  and  having  the  right  to 
cross  examine  the  witnesses :  in  such  case  the  testimony 
is  to  be  taken  by  a  secretary  appointed  by  the  commission, 
and  when  reported  to  Conference  it  must  be  filed  and  care- 
fully preserved  by  the  secretary  of  that  body. 

"*Qnes.  5.  Must  all  testimony  taken  before  the  Confer- 
ence be  spread  on  the  journal ;  or  may  it  be  written  down 
and  kept  in  a  form  separate  from  Hhe  journal  ?' 

^  Ans.  Documentary  testimony  need  not  be  spread  upon 
the  journal,  but  should  be  filed  and  preserved  by  the  secre- 
tsiy. 

"  Yonr  Committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  sustain 
their  views  by  elaborate  argumentation ;  and  presuming  that, 
at  this  late  hour  of  the  session,  the  more  brief  their  report, 
the  more  acceptable,  they  respectfully  submit  it. 

P.  P.  Sandford,  Chairman. 

Pittsburgh,  May  31,  1848. 

Final  Report  of 

The  final  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the    com.  ooi  state 
Church  was  road.   Moved  to  change  the  words  "  slavehold-    ?ead!*         ** 
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ing  Conferences,"  for  *'  Ck>nferences  in  the  elaveholding 
states."  Carried. 

Moved  to  adopt  the  report  as  a  whole. 
The  previous  question  ordered.  The  report  was  adopted. 
(See  Appendix  H.) 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  action  of  this  Conference  making 
the  probation  of  traveling  ministers  four  years.  Voted  to 
lay  said  amendment  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  to  nominate  the  members  of  the 
Book  Committee  for  Cincinnati  reported  the  following 
names : — 

G.  W.  Walker,  Ohio  Conference. 
L.  B.  Gurley,  North  Ohio  Conference. 
E.  H.  Pilcher,  Michigan  Conference. 
E.  G.  Wood,  Indiana  Conference. 
G.  M.  Beswick,  North  Indiana  Conference. 
Peter  Cartwright,  Illinois  Conference. 
Hooper  Crews,  Rock  River  Conference. 
Report  adopted. 

On  motion,  voted  to  take  up  the  report  in  relation  to  pe- 
titions of  colored  preachers.    It  reads  as  follows : — 

"  The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  memorials  Irom 
the  Sharp-street  aiid  Asbury  station  of  colored  members  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  from  various  colored  societies 
in  Pennsylvania,'New-Jersey,  and  Delaware,  asking  for  the 
organization  of  Annual  Conferences  of  colored  traveling 
preachers,  under  the  supervision  of  our  bishops,  beg  leave 
to  report : — 

*'  That  having  carefully  considered  the  roemornala^  and 
feeling  an  earnest  desire  to  do  all  that  can  be  done  to  pro- 
mote the  spiritual  interests  of  our  colored  people,  uey 
recommend  to  the  General  Conference,  for  adoption,  the 
following  resolutions : — 

"Resolved,  1.  That  theorganization  of  such  Annual  Con- 
ferences is  inexpedient  at  present. 

'*  Resolved,  2.  That  the  Discipline  be  so  amended,  that 
the  5th  answer  'in  section  10,  part  2,  shall  read  as 
follows :  '  The  bishops  may  employ  colored  preachers 
to  travel  and  preach,  wheite  their  services  are  judged  ne- 
cessary; provided  that  no  one  shall  be  so  employed 
without  having  been  recommended  by  a  Quarterly  C<m- 
ference.' 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"John  Davis, 
"  Fitch  Reed, 
"  James  A.  Masset, 
"  P.  Akb»s, 
**M.  Force. 
«  PUtslmfgk,  May  23,  1848."   , 
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Moved  to  pn)ceed  to  fix  the  seat  of  the  next  General 
Conference. 

Motion  to  lay  said  motion  on  the  table.  Carried. 

Voted  to  take  up  that  portion  of  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  Church  read  last  evening.  The 
report  was  adopted.     (See  Appendix  I.) 

P.  Cartwright  prtssented  the  following  :-*- 

^  Whereas  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Conference 
that  a  history  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  em- 
bracing the  last  four  years,  should  be  written  by  some 
competent  person  designated  by  this  Conference :  therefore, 

■<  Resolved,  That  Dr.  Elliott  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  re- 
quested to  write  said  history ;  and,  in  order  thereto,  he 
shall  have  access  to  all  the  journals  and  documents  of  the 
Church  which  may  be  necessary  to  the  accomplishment 
of  this  important  work." 

John  F.  Wright  offered  the  following : — 

^'Resdived,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual 
Conferences,  in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  Rev. 
Dr.  N.  Bangs  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  our  mes- 
senger to  convey  our  friendly  salutations,  and  fraternal 
and  Christian  regards,  to  our  brethren  of  the  Canada  Con- 
ference at  their  session  in  the  year  1 849 ;  and  in  case  he 
fay  any  means  should  fail  to  fulfill  this  commission,  our 
superintendents  are  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
appoint  some  one  to  serve  in  the  place  of  Dr.  Bangs,  and 
perform  the  duties  herein  assigned  to  him.'*    Adopte^^. 

Voted  to  continue  the  session  until  we  ^nish  our 
business. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  Report  of  Committee  on  Missions. 

Moved  to  adopt  the  report  as  a  whole.  Carried.  (For 
report,  see  page  92.) 

J.  Drummond  moved  the  following : — 

'*  Whereas  the  period  has  arrived  when,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  this  General  Conference,  the  societies  in  Liberia 
ought  to  render  considerable  assistance  in  the  support  of 
our  missionaries  ^who  labor  for  their  spiritual  good ;  and, 
whereas  we  have  reason  to  fear  that  our  itinerant  system 
has  not  been  so  fully  carried  out  in  that  distant  land  as  is 
desirable,  ^ 

'*  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  our  Missionary  Society  to  take  such  steps, 
by  diminishing  appropriations  or  otherwise,  as  they  may 
deem  necessary,  to  induce  our  members  there  to  do  what 
they  can  for  the  support  of  our  missionaries,  and  to  fully 
establish  our  itinerant  system  of  preaching,  that  the  bless- 
ing of  the  gospel  may  be  more  speedily  extended  to  the 
natives."     Adopted. 

Voted  that  we  now  proceed  to  fix  the  seat  of  the  next 
General  Conference. 


Jane  1. 


Dr.  Elliott  to 
write  a  historr 
of  the  M .  X 
Church  for  the 
la£t  four  years. 


Dr.  Bangs  to  vi- 
sit the  Canada 
Conference. 
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Janel. 


Next  Gen.  Conf. 
to  be  held  at 
Boston. 


Vote  of  thanks 
for  entertain- 
ment passed. 


Manuscript  of 
Dr.  Elliott's 
history  to  be 
examined  and 
npproved  prior 
to  publication. 


Editors  of  Gen. 
Conf.  papers  to 
employ  assist- 
ance, &c. 


Koport  of  the 
Com.  on  Pas- 
toral Address. 


J.  T.  Peck  to 
finish  the  re- 
cord of  the 
Gen.  Conf. 


Vote  of  thanks 
TO  secretaries. 


Baltimore^  Rochester,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Providence, 
and  Troy,  were  severally  nominated. 

Baltimore  received  thirteen  votes,  Rochester  received 
twenty-nine  votes,  Boston  received  eighty-nine  votes; 
and  Boston  was  therefore  voted  to  be  the  seat  of  the 
General  Conference  to  be  held  on  the  first  day  of  May, 
1852. . 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  this  Conference  were  given  to 
those  places  which  have  invited  the  next  session  of  the 
General  Conference. 

Resolutions  voting  thanks  for  our  entertainment  were 
called  up,  and  passed  unanimously  by  a  rising  vote. 

W.  Herr  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  manuscript  of  Dr.  Elliott's  histoiy 
be  from  time  to  time  submitted  for  examination  and  ap- 
proval to  the  Agents  and  Editors  of  the  Western  Book 
Concern  prior  to  its  publication,  and  that  he  shall  receive 
such  compensation  as  may  be  agreed  on  by  the  Agents 
and  Book  Committee."    Adopted. 

Moved  that  the  Editors  of  the  General  Conference 
papers  be  permitted  to  employ  such  assistance  and  cor- 
respondence as  they  shall  deem  necessary  respectively 
for  the  best  good  of  these  papers,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Book  Committee  at  New-York  and  Cincinnati,  and  the 
Publishing  Committees  at  Auburo  and  Pittsburgh. 
Adopted. 

J.  F.  Wright  offered  the  following : —  • 

"Resolved,  That. the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be 
instructed  to  pay  the  travehng  expenses  of  J.  T.  Mitchell 
to  his  own  Conference,  should  he  see  fit  to  return." 

Moved  to  lay  the  above  on  the  table.     Lost. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  amend  by  adding  also  the 
moving  expenses  of  C.  B.  Tippett  from  New- York  to 
Baltimore. 

The  previous  question  was  ordered,  and  the  amend- 
ment adopted. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  adopted.  . 

J.  Holdich,  from  the  Committee  for  that  purpose,  re- 
ported ^  Pastoral  Address. 

Moved  that  the  report  be  adopted,  allowing  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  to  revise  it  if  he  deem  it  neces- 
sary, not  affecting  the  sense.     (See  Appendix  K.) 

J.  M.  Trimble  offered  the  following  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  journals  of  this  General  Confer- 
ence be  committed  to  Jesse  T.  Peck  to  finish  the  record 
of  the  reports,  <&;c.,  after  the  adjournment  of  the  General 
Conference."     Adapted. 

Voted  that  the  Book  Committee  appointed  at  this  ses- 
sion go  immediately  into  office. 

On  motion,  "Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Conference 
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are  due,  and  aie  hereby  tendered,  to  the  secretaries  for 
the  efficient  and  faithful  manner  in  which  they  have  dis- 
charged their  official  duties. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  General  Conference 
be,  and  are  hereby,  tendered  to  the  members  of  the  Philo- 
logical Institute  for  the  use  of  their  desks  during  our 
session." 

Moved  to  call  up  the  resolutions  in  relation  to  a  dele- 
gate to  England.     Lost. 

Voted  that  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  furnish  J. 
Armstrong  with  a  copy  of  the  action  of  this  Conference 
rehuiTe  to  the  Maysville  Church. 

Also  to  Dr.  Bangs  a  copy  of  the  resolution  appointing 
him  a  delegate  to  the  Canada  Conference. 

On  motion  of  T.  Spicer,  J.  T.  Peck  was  added  to  the 
Committee  to  edit  the  Discipline. 

Brother  Herr  offered  the  following : — 

'^  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  General  Conference 
ire  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  the  pastors  and 
officers  .of  the  different  Churches,  whose  pulpits  have 
been  offered  to,  and  occupied  by,  the  members  during  the 
session." 

On  motion  of  brother  Cartwright,  voted  that  the  journals 
be  now  read. 

Voted  to  call  up  the  resolution  ordering  that  a  copy  of 
the  Course  of  Study,  prepared  by  the  Bishops  for  pro- 
bationers and  traveling  deacons,  be  published  in  a  fly4eaf 
in  the  Discipline.     Adopted. 

Voted  that  the  thanks  of  this  Conference  be  presented 
to  the  trustees  of  this  Church  for  the  use  of  the  Church 
duriog  our  present  session. 

On  motion  of  brother  Cartwright,  voted  that  we  now 
adjoom  sine  die,  * 

The  doxology  was  sung,  prayer  was  offered  by  brother 
Charles  Elliott,  and  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by 
Bishop  Waugh. 

Thus  ended  the  tenth  delegated  General  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

ELIJAH  HEDDING, 
BEVERLY  WAUGH, 
THOMAS  A.  MORRIS, 
LEONIDAS  L.  HAMLINE, 
EDMUND  STORER  JANES, 
Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church^ 

Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Secretary, 
Jesse  T.  Peck,  \ 

John  Frazer,    >  Assistant  Secretaries. 
h,  A.  Edpt,      ) 
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The  foUowing  is  the  letter  of  Bi^op  Sonle,  referred  to  on  page  43. 

TO  THE  BISHOPS  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GENERAL 
CONFERENCE  OF  THE  M-  E.  CHURCH,  NOW  IN  SES- 
SION. 

PitUhurgh,  May  10,  1848. 
Rev.  and  Dear  Brethren, — ^In  conformity  to  the  *'  Plan  of  Separation" 
adopted  by  the  General  Conference  of  1844,  providing  for  "  a  distinct 
ecclesiastical  connection,  should  the  Conferences  in  the  slaveholding 
states  find  it  necessary  to  unite  in  such  a  connection,"  these  Confer* 
ences,  at  their  first  sessions  after  the  General  Conference  had  the  Qub- 
ject  under  their  deliberate  consideration.  But  that  there  might  be  no 
hasty  action  in  a  matter  of  such  important  concern,  and  that  the  views 
and  counsels  of  all  the  Conferences  might  be  obtained,  after  sufficient 
time  to  examine  the  whole  ground,  they  appointed  delegates  to  meet  in 
Convention  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1845.  These 
delegates  convened  at  the  time  and  place  appointed ;  and  after  deliber- 
ate examination  of  the  deeply  interesting  subject  on  which  they  were 
met,  accompanied  with  much  prayer,  they  came  to  the  decision,  with 
almost  unparalleled  unanimity,  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  Conferences 
in  the  slaveholding  states,  represented  by  them  in  Convention,  to  unite 
in  a  distinct  ecclesiastical  connection,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  the  General  Conference.  Having  settled  this  important  question, 
the  Convention  provided  for  the  consummation  of  a  separate  organiza* 
tion,  by  appointing  a  General  Conference  to  be  held  in  Petersburg, 
Va.,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1846.  The  acts  of  the  Convention  were  submit- 
ted to  the  Annual  Conferences  for  their  approval,  and,  being  approved, 
delegates  were  elected  to  the  General  Conference.  The  delegates 
having  convened,  and  the  General  Conference  being  organized,  I  re- 
garded the  provisions  of  the  ''  Plan  of  Separation,"  for  a  distinct  eccle- 
siastical connection,  consummated  in  the  establishment  of  the  '*  Metho- 
dist £.  Church,  South.'*  So  far  as  I  have  had  cognizance  of  the  de- 
liberations and  decisions  of  the  General  Conference,  the  Convention, 
and  the  Annual  Conferences,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  say,  that,  accord- 
ing to  my  best  judgment,  they  have  been  conducted  with  the  strictest 
regard  to  the  provisions  of  the  '*  Plan,"  and  with  much  of  the  «ame 
spirit  of  peace,  brotherly  kindness,  and  charity,  which  marked  its  adop- 
tion in  the  General  Conference  of  1844  as  a  scene  of  the  trujiy  moral 
sublime.  As  soon  as  the  General  Conference  was  organized,  I  official- 
ly notified  the  body  that  I  adhered  to  the  Methodist  E.  Church,  Souths 
in  conformity  with  the  provision  of  the  second  resolution  of  the  '*Plaa 
of  Separation,"  which  is  in  the  words  following :  **2d.  That  ministers, 
local  and  traveling,  of  every  grade  and  office  in  the  Methodist  Episco- 
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pal  Church,  may,  as  they  prefer,  remain  in  that  Church,  or,  toithmu 
blarney  attach  themselves  to  the  Church,  South."  With  this  act,  my 
affiaal  relation  to  this  General  Conference,  and  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  under  its  jurisdiction,  ceased.  And  being  re- 
ceived as  one  of  the  bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
my  official  relations  and  responsibilities  were  transferred  to  that 
body. 

From  the  foregoing  facts  it  will  readily  be  perceived  that  I  hold  my* 
self  amenable  to  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  E.  Church 
for  all  my  acts  till  1st  of  May,  1846.  The  chief  object  of  my  attend- 
ance at  the  present  session  of  your  body  is  to  ascertain  whether  there 
are  any  charges  to  be  preferred  against  me,  and,  if  so,  to  answer  to 
them  as  best  I  may.  I  am  aware  that  it  hae  been  the  usage  of  the 
General  Conference  to  appoint  a  committee  on  the  episcopacy,  whose 
iaatf  it  is  to  inquire  into  the  administration  of  the  government,  and 
other  mattera  appertaining  to  this  department  in  the  Church,  and  to 
report  the  result  of  their  examination  to  the  Conference.  To  this  course, 
imider  ordinary  circumstances,  I  certainly  can  have  no  objection ;  but 
coming  before  you  under  circumstances  of  an  extraordinary  character, 
such  as  have  never  existed  before,  I  respectfully  request,  that  any  ac- 
tion of  the  Conference,. so  far  as  my  character  is  involved,  growing  out 
of  publications  in  the  official  journals  of  the  Church,  may  be  had  with- 
out reference  to  Committee. 

In  the  Western  Christian  Advocate  of  the  12th  of  June,  1846,  the 
editor,  Rev.  Charlee  Elliott,  has  made  a  declaration  to  the  Church, 
and  to  the  American  people,  to'  the  extent  of  the  circulation  of  the  pa- 
per, which  I  regard  as  highly  injurious  to  me,  so  far  as  Dr.  Elliott  is 
regarded  as  a  man  of  truS.  His  declaration  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing: *<  But  Bishop  Soule  has  withdrawn  from  the  Methodist  E.  Church 
toMJer  grave  charges^  or  liable  to  them.  Charges,  we  learn,  were  offi- 
cially laid  in  against  him,  previous  to  the  Convention."  On  the  ap- 
peaiance  of  this  announcement,  I  took  the  liberty  to  call  on  Dr.  Elliott, 
in  the  presence  of  fiftir  ministers  of  age  and  experience,  to  obtain,  if 
possible,  an  explanation  of  this  extraordinaty  statement.  In  the  course 
of  this  interview,  I  proposed  to  Dr.  Elliou  the  following  question, — 
"  By  whom  were  these  charges  <  laid  in,'  or  preferred,  and  who  gave  you 
the  information  ?"  To  this  question  the  doctor  answered  promptly,  and 
in  a  manner  suitable  to  the  character  of  his  office  as  a  minister  and 
editor.  His  reply  was,  in  substance,  **  That  in  a  letter  which  he  re- 
ceived from  James  B.  Finiey,  he  informed  him  that  he  had  laid  in,  or 
preferred  charges  against  me,  previous  to  the  Louisville  Conventioiiv 
and  that  he  haid  furnished  me  with  a  copy  of  these  charges.'*  I  as- 
sured the  doctor  that  I  had  never  received  any  charges  laid  in  against 
me  by  brother  Finiey,  or  the  slightest  intimation  of  any  intention  on  his 
part  to  charge  me,  till  he  gave  me  the  information.  I  have  requested 
the  doctor  to  retract  this  statement,  so  injurious  to  my  character,  so  far  as 
he  is  accredited  as  a  man  of  truth ;  but  this  retractiott  not  appearing,  I 
have  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  requested  him  to  pnUish,  in  the  Ad- 
vocate, the  letter  of  brother  Finiey  giving  him  the  information.  Failing 
in  this,  I  have  several  times  requested  to  be  furnished  with  these  ^<  grave 
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charges,"  that  I  might- know  what  they  were,  and  have  aome  time  to 
prepare  to  meet  them;  hut  in  this  I  hare  also  failed.  And  although 
this  statement  of  "  grave  charges  officially  laid  in  against  me  preTions 
to  the  Convention"  has  now  been  before  the  American  people  for  near- 
ly two  years,  in  one  of  the  official  journals  of  the  Church,  and  (for 
aught  I  know  to  the  contrary)  may  have  gone  to  Canada,  and  crossed 
the  Atlantic,  I  remain  as  perfectly  ignorant  of  what  these  charges  are 
as  any  member  of  your  body,  or  as  any  citizen  of  this  city. 

In  view  of  this  plain  statement  of  facts,  which  I  think  will  not  be 
denied,  it  must  be  perceived  that  I  come  before  you  under  no  ordinary 
embarrassments.  It  is  scarcely  possible  that  the  announcement  that 
<*  grave  charges  were  officially  laid  in  against  me,  under  which  I  had 
withdrawn  from  the  Church,"  coming  from  such  a  source,  and  sustained 
by  such  authority,  should  fail  to  produce  an  influence  prejudicial  to  my 
character  and  to  my  cause,  if,  by  the  presentation  of  the  charges,  l 
shall  have  an  opportunity  to  make  my  defense.  The  shortness  of  time 
which  I  may  have  for  preparation  after  I  shall  be  put  in  possession  of 
the  charges  may  operate  to  my  disadvantage.  But  waiving  these  con- 
siderations, however  embarrassing,  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity 
now  offered  me,  respectfully  to  request  that  my  alledged  accuser  will 
lay  in  his  charges  to  this  Conference,  and  thus  afford  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  my  defense  as  best  I  may  before  a  tribunal  to  which 
I  hold  myself  amenable,  as  previously  stated.  As  I  cannot,  consist- 
ently with  my  sense  of  propriety,  make  any  further  communication  to 
this  Conference  on  this  subject,  either  verbal  or  written,  till  the  charges 
shall  be  presented,  unless  the  facts  before  stated  shall  be  denied,  I  re- 
spectfully request  that  this  communication  may  not  be  made  a  matter 
of  animadversion  in  ihe  Conference,  so  as  to  produce  a  still  stronger 
influence  against  me  before  the  charges  shall  be  prepared  in  proper 
form.  I  here  dismiss  this  truly  painful  subject,  which  no  motive  could 
have  induced  me  to  lay  before  the  Conference  but  justice  to  myself, 
and  to  others  whose  characters  may  be  as  deeply  involved  as  my  own. 
And  having  made  this  communication  as  my  liAt  recourse  to  obtain 
the  knowledge  of  the  charges  which  your  official  journal  declares  were 
laid  in  against  me  more  than  two  years  ago,  and  under  which  I  had 
withdrawn  from  the  Church,  if  I  should  fail  to  obtain  these  charges 
here,  I  will  indulge  the  confident  hope  that  such  declaration  will  not 
be  repeated,  and  that  a  favorable  judgment  will  be  passed  upon  me,  at 
least  at  the  tribunal  of  public  opinion. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  express  my  deep  and  sincere  regret  that 
you  have  found  it  expedient,  as  the  result  of  your  deliberations,  to  de- 
cline to  recognize  a  fraternal  relation,  in  the  bonds  of  our  common 
Methodism,  to  the  Church,  South.  The  unanimity  with  which  you 
have  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  both  in  your  large  and  intelligent  com- 
mitter, and  in  your  Conference  action,  may  be  regarded  as  evidence 
of  the  strong  consolidation  of  the  great  body  of  ministers  and  people 
which  you  represent,  and  for  which  you  act.  And  I  will  indulge  the 
hope  that,  at  least  so  far  as  regards  all  the  essential  elements  which 
constitute  the  *' unity  of  the  .iK^y  of  Christ,  which  is  his  Church," 
this  consolidation  will  be  fully  realized.     But  suffer  me  to  say,  that 
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^ongh  niy  voice,  soon  to  be  bushed  in  tbe  silence  of  tbe  tomb,  can  in 
all  probability  be  beard  no  more  in  your  councils ;  and  tbose  bonds 
which  have  bound  me  to  you,  as  a  branch  of  the  great  Wesleyan  fami- 
ly of  Methodists,  for  half  a  century,  have  been  severed  by  your  act ;  I 
still  feel  a  deep  solicitude  for  your  connectional  unity,  and  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  great  work  committed  to  your  charge.  But  I  cannot  free 
myself  from  the  apprehension  that  your  act  may  disturb  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  your  body,  and  be,  at  least,  the  accidental  cause  of  unhappy 
differences  among  your  body.  Against  such  a  result,  though  your  ac- 
tion in  connection  with  my  relation  to  the  Church  South  has  neutral- 
ized any  personal  or  official  influence  I  might  otherwise  exert,  I  shall 
continue  to  interpose  my  prayers. 

In  the  last  four  years,  though  not  as  successful  as  in  some  previous 
years,  the  work  of  God  has  gradually  advanced  in  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences of  the  Church,  South,  and  in  some  parts  of  the  work  we  have 
had  great  and  blessed  revivals.  The  increase  of  white  members  is 
17,462;  colored  23,896.  Total  increase  in  the  four  years,  41,358. 
Very  respectfully  and  affectionately, 

Yours  in  Christian  bonds, 

Joshua  Soule. 


A.— REPORT  ON  EDUCATION. 

The  judgment  of  reason,  attested  by  the  history  of  society,  declares 
that  no  community  can  continue  to  make  healthy  progress,  and  estab- 
ksh  itself  as  an  integrant  and  important  element  in  the  moral  world, 
unless  it  take  to  its  aid,  and  incorporate  with  its  life,  sound  and  liberal 
education.  If  this  be  true  in  reference  to  society  in  general,  how  much 
more  so  in  reference  to  religious  society !  A  Church  in  its  infancy, 
owing  to  its  more  urgent,  immediate  wants,  and  the  peculiar  condition 
of  the  people  under  its  care,  may  be  constrained  to  postpone  active  at- 
tention to  liberal  education.  So  it  was  in  the  primitive  Church.  But 
when  it  has  collected  a  people  which  has  itself  become  the  parent  of 
a  great  population  born  within  the  bosom  of  the  Church,  she  cannot 
fulfill  her  high  mission  unless  she  takes  measures  to  prevent  this  popu- 
lation from  being  withdrawn  from  under  hei  fostering  care  in  the  period 
of  its  youth.  And  this  she  must  do  by  supplying  it  with  the  whole 
circle  of  sound,  useful  learning,  imbued  with  Scriptural  and  vital  piety. 
A  Church  that  seeks  to  fulfill  her  mission  by  retaining  and  cherishing 
her  own  children,  and  by  continually  expanding  and  acting  on  society, 
must  create  a  religious  literature  that  shall  be  imbued,  not  only  with  the 
general  elements  of  Christianity,  but  with  her  peculiar  views  and'  life. 
This  literature  must  not  be  confined  to  the  form  of  periodical  issues, 
but  must  become  a  permanent  element  in  her  life  and  action.  These 
remarks  apply,  with  peculiar  propriety  and  force,  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  She  has  strongly  marked  doctrines  and  discipline 
which  distinguish  her  from  her  sister  Churches.     She  finds  herself  in 
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a  new  and  vigorous  world,  the  vast  asylum  of  the  oppressed  millions 
of  the  old  and  worn-out  world :  a  new;  world,  in  which  as  yet  a  mature 
religious  literature  has  not  been  produced,  suited  to  its  peculiar  genius 
and  conditions ;  a  world  in  which  the  principal  Churches  are  laudably 
striving  to  be  felt  in  the  department  of  education  and  religious  literature. 
And  this  noble  emulation  among  the  Churches  i^  heightened  by  the 
astonishing  fertility  of  the  press,  striving  night  and  d&y,  by  skillful 
oombinations  of  machinery  and  the  application  of  steam,  to  satisfy  the 
icraving  demand  of  the  country  for  books.  Society,  in  this  new  world, 
is  placed  under  new  conditions :  it  is  free  to  speak  as  well  as  to  think ; 
and  thus  mind  is  brought  into  keen  conflict  with  ound :  and  from  these 
rapid  and  powerful  collisions  will  be  evolved  the  conclusions  which 
will  enter  permanently  into  the  life  of  society.  How  important,  then, 
when  every  doctrine  and  dogma  is  being  submitted  to  the  closest  sera- 
tiny,  and,  when  accepted.  Incomes  spiritual  food  for  the  nation,  that 
we,  who  believe  that  we  hold  and  teach  the  true  evangelical  doctrine 
and  practice,  should  be  prepared  not  only  to  state  and  defend  the  same, 
but  to  present  them  to  the  youth  of  our  people  and  land,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  liberal  learning,  and  to  clearly  exhibit  them  to  the  judgment, 
and  apply  them  to  the  conscience,  of  those  to  whom  we  are  sent  to 
preach !  In  the  first  x^ase  we  shall  retain  and  cherish  our  own  people, 
and  in  the  second  bring  others  under  the  blessed  influences  of  a  pure 
gospel.  ' 

In  order  to  accomplish  all  this,  our  schools  must  comprehend  the 
whole  circle  of  learning,  and  be  open  to  aU.  The  wealth  and  intelli- 
gence of  our  people  will  require  the  most  accomplished  education. 
But  if  our  schools  were  organized  only  for  our  own  people,  and  afforded 
little  more  than  instruction  in  our  own  peculiar  views,  they  would  con- 
Ytribute  to  make  us  a  bigoted  sect,  instead  of  an  enlightened  and  liberal 
Church :  and  they  would  afford  us  but  little  aid  in  extending  the  king- 
dom of  Christ  in  the  earth.  We  must  not  forget  the  social  character 
oif  our  common  Christianity,  and  we  must  seek  to  introduce  it  into  the 
social  life  of  the  nation,  and  make  it  the  ruling  element  therein. 

Nor  must  we  omit  to  state  distinctly  that  the  progress  of  society  in 
matters  of  knowledge,  and  in  skill  in  execution,  imperiously  demand  a 
corresponding  advance  in  the  Christian  ministry.  It  will  be  impossible 
for  us  worthily  to  fulfill  our  mission  as  a  Church,  unless  our  ministry 
shall  be  in  advance  of  the  people  in  knowledge  as  well  as  in  spirituality. 
We  piust  fully  measure  up  to  the  standard  prescribed  by  our  Saviour 
to  his  evangelists ;  we  must  be  able  to  bring  from  our  treasures  things 
new  and  old. 

There  never  was  a  period  in  the  history  of  the  Church  when  this 
ability  was  more  necessary.  The  very  foundations  of  our  holy  Chris- 
tianity, as  well  as  its  essential  principles,  are  undergoing  a  severe  scru- 
tiny ;  the  light,  as  well  as  the  ambition  and  wickedness  of  the  past,  are 
brought  to  the  investigation.  The  consciousness  of  what  is  true  and 
present  in  the  life  of  the  Church  must  also  be  earnestly  contended  for, 
and  pressed  into  the  glorious  conflict.  For  by  means  of  those  keen 
collisions,  and  in  the  very  midst  of  them,  God  will  establish  the  king- 
dom of  his  Son,  chiefly  by  the  pure  and  powerful  preaching  of  his  holy 
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word.     How  important,  then,  is  it  that  every  minister  should  be  able 
rigbtlj  to  divide  the  word  of  God,  and  give  to  each  his  portion  in  doe 


season 


Your  committee  take  great  pleasure  in  saying,  that  4hey  believe  that 
these  general  views  are  prevalent,  to  a  great  extent,  among  our  ministry 
and  people,  and  that  they  are  finding  additional  favor.  The  true  and 
proper  aspect  of  education  is  being  clearly  apprehended :  that  is,  that 
it  must  be  carried  on  in  close  and  living  union  with  religion  ;  so  that 
the  elements,  the  evidences,  and  the  history  of  Christianity,  may  form 
a  part  of  the  earliest  food  of  the  youthful  mind.  That  the  interests  of 
education  and  religion,  thus  combined,  enter  into  the  regular  work 
of  the  Church  and  of  the  ministry,  the  General  Conference  has 
heretofore  judged  and  declared,  by  authorizing  our  bishops  to  appoint 
our  preachers  to  our  colleges  and  seminaries  of  learning,  and  to  con- 
tinue them  in  such  appointments  as  long  as  the  interests  of  the  Church 
in  this  department  of  her  work  require.  A«d  God  has  been  pleased  to 
affix  his  seal  to  this  division  of  our  work,,  by  the  manifestations  of  hi» 
presence  in  all  our  principal  institutions ;  not  only  oqpe  or  twice,  but 
in  some  of  them  several  times,  and  in  some  several  years  in  succession. 
Indeed,  a  careful  inquiry  would  probably  lead  to  the  conclusion,  that  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  students  in  our  schools,  as  many  instances 
of  conversion  to  God  have  occurred,  as  in  the  congregations  on  our 
circuits  and  stations.  From  among  these  converted  youth,  as  well  as 
from  the  bosom  of  our  societies,  have  come  forth,  and  will  com^  forth^ 
young  evangelists,  who,  subjected  to  the  thorough  and  well-digested 
course  of  study  which  our  superintendents  will  give  them  in  addition 
to  their  former  studies,  and  pursuing  this  course  in  conjunction  with 
practical  exercise  in  the  work  of  preaching  the  gospel  and  taking  care 
of  souls,  will  become  workqien  indeed,  who  shdl  have  no  need  to  bo 
ashamed.  And  from  these  seminaries  shall  go  forth,  also,  our  daugh- 
ters, to  adorn  society,  to  diffuse  the  essence  and  the  odor  6f  piety  in  the 
more  private  and  sacred  walks  of  life ;  and  thus  to  become  the  sympa- 
thetic and  effectual  planters  of  the  seeds  of  eternal  life  in 'the  hearts . 
of  generations  to  come. 

These  general  views  your  committee  would  earnestly  commend  to 
our  ministry  and  the  people,  in  their  organized  and  individual  capacity, 
and  press  them  to  extend  a  |>rompt  and  liberal  support  and  patronage  to 
the  colleges  and  seminaries  under  their  care.  We  would  at  the  same 
time  deprecate  the  hasty  and  inconsiderate  multiplication  of  colleges ; 
and  most  respectfully  suggest  that  it  would  be  much  better  fully  to  en- 
dow those  we  have  before  we  attempt  to  found  others.  Yet  your  com- 
mittee is  of  opinion  that  each  conference  should  have  at  least  one  capa- 
cious and  well-endowed  academy  for  the  youth  within  its  bounds,  both 
male  and  female.  And  if  the  habits  of  the  people  object  to  the  educa- 
tion of  these  together,  then  there  should  be  one  seminary  for  males,  aiid 
one  for  females. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  present,  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
Church,  an  intimation  of  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  depart- 
ment of  education.  We  are  aware  that  the  exhibit  is  imperfect,  yet  it 
will  be  gratifying  to   see  even   what  we  can  now  state  with  cer- 
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tainty,    by   reciting  the    rank  •  and    list  of   the   institutions    under 
our  care. 

COLLEGES. 

Wesley  an  University,  Middletown,  Conn. 

Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Indiana  Asbury  University,  Greencastle,  Qtdi 

Alleghany  College,  MeadviUe,  Pa. 

Ohio  Wesleyan  Uaiversity,  Delaware,  0. 

Augusta  College,  Augusta,  Ky. 

M'Kendrec  College,  Lebanon,  111. 

Iowa  City  College,  Iowa. 

SEMINARIES. 

Amenia  Seminary,.  Amenia,  N.  Y. 

Asbury  Seminary,  Chagrin  Falls,  O. 

Bellevue  Seminary,  Bordentown,  N.  J. 

Baldwin  Institute,  Berea,  O. 

Female  Institute,  Middletown,  Conn. 

Fort  Wayne  I^male  College,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary,  Lima,  N.  Y. 

Govemeur  Wesleyan  Seminary,  Govemeur,  N.  Y. 

Gorgetown  Seminary,  Illinois. 

Hempstead  Seminary,  Hempstead,  L.  I. 

Juliet  Academy,  Albion,  Pa. 

Maine  "yV^esleyan  Seminary,  Kent's  Hill,  Me. 

Newbury  Seminary,  Newbury,  Vt. 

New-Hampshire  Conference  Seminary,  Northfield,  N.  H. 

North-western  Virginia  Academy,  Clarksburgh,  Va. 

Ohio  Conference  High  School,  Springfield,  O. 

Oneida  Conference  Seminary,  Cazenovia,  N.  Y. 

Pennington  Male  Seminary,  Pennington,  N.  J. 

Pennington  Female  Seminary,  Pennington,  N.  J. 

Preparatory  School,  Middletown,  Conn. 

Providence  Conference  Seminary,  East  Greenwich,  R.  I. 

Rock  River  Seminary,  Mount  Morris,  111. 

Troy  Conference  Academy,  West  Poultney,  Vt. 

Wesleyan  Academy,  Wilbraham,  Mass. 

Wesleyan  Female  Collegiate  Institute,  Wilmington,  Delaware. 

Wesleyan  Seminary,  Albion,  Mich. 

Wyoming  Seminary,  Kingston,  Pa. 

Wesleyan  Female  College,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Wesleyan  Female  Institute,  Staunton,  Va. 

Worthington  Female  Seminary,  Worthington,  O. 

Wesleyan  Seminary,  Springfield,  Vt. 

Oakland  Female  Seminary,  Hillsboro',  O. 

Greenfield  Male  and  Female  Seminary,  Greenfield,  0. 

Dickinson  College  Seminary,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

Your  committee  would  fain  hope  that  the  first  resolution  reported 
herewith,  will  lay  the  foundation  of  a  complete  return  at  the  next 
General  Conference,  if  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Conference  to  adopt  it. 
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In  conclusion,  we  beg  leave  to  submit  it,  together  with  a,  second 
resolution: — 

Resolved,  That  the  proper  authorities  in  each  of  our  Universities, 
Cdleges,  and  Academies,  be  respectfully  requested  to  furnish  in 
writing  to  the  next  General  Conference  definite  answers  to  the  following 
questions : 

1.  The  date  of  the  institution. 

2.  The  number  and  names  of  the  departments  of  instruction. 

3.  The  number  of  permanent  teachers. 

4.  The  number  of  volumes  in  the  libraries. 

5.  Tbe  extent  and  value  of  the  apparatus  and  museum. 

6.  The  present  number  of  students,  and.tbe  average  number  annually 
fo|  tbe  last  four  years. 

7.  How  many  of  them  were  members  of  evangelical  Churches,  and 
bow  many  became  such  during  their  residence  in  the  institution. 

8.  The  amount  and  character  of  the  property  and  funds  of  the  institution . 

9.  The  annual  income  and  expenditure. 

10.  The  financial  plan  for  permanently  endowing  the  institution,  or 
for  meeting  its  current  expenses. 

11.  Its  relation  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Resolved,  That  we  respectfully  but  earnestly  ask  the  attention  of 
each  Annual  Conference  to  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  presenting  the 
claims  of  the  literary  institutions  under  its  care  at  least  once  a  year,  at 
a  stated  time  fixed  by  the  Conference,  to  each  congregation,  and  of 
taking  up  a  public  collection  in  each  congregation  for  the  current 
support  of  said  institutions.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  r.  DuRBiN,  Chairman. 


B.— PROPERTY  QUESTION. 
The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  beg  leave  further  to  report 
in  part : — 

That  they  have  had  under  consideration  the  claims  preferred  by  the 
Church  South  to  a  portion  of  the  property  of  the  Book  Concern  and 
Chartered  Fund  ;  and  pending  the  discussion  of  the  subject,  the  ques- 
tion of  proposing  to  refer  the  whole  matter  to  disinterested  arbiters  was 
proposed  and  considered.  Whereupon  the  Committee  agreed  to  recom- 
mend to  the  General  Conference  for  adoption  the  following  resolutions : — 

Resolved,  1.  That  it  4s  the  sense  of  this  Conference  that  we  have 

no  authority  independently  of  the  Annual  Conferences  to  enter  into 

•  arbitration  with  the  commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

South,  in  relation  to  the  claims  set  up  by  them  tO  a  division  of  the 

Tested  funds  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Resolved,  2.  That  this  General  Conference  recommend  to  the  An- 
nual Conferences  so  far  to  suspend  the  sixth  restrictive  rule  of  the 
Discipline,  as  to  allow  the  appointment  of  commissioners,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  arbitrating  what  is  technically  called  the  Property  Question 
with  the  commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
By  order  of  the  Committee.     Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  Fsck,  CAatranan, 
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*  C.-ADDRESS  OF  THE  BRITISH  CONFERENCE. 

To  the  Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States 
of  North  America,  and  to  the  Ministers  in  Conference  assembled : 

Very  Dear  Brethren, — At  our  last  Annual  Conference,  held  in  Liv- 
erpool, it  was  resolved.  That  as  it  is  desirable  to  maintain  that  fraternal 
and  Christian  affection  which  has  long  subsisted  between  your  Church 
and  British  Methodists,  a  representative  should  be  appointed  fxoni 
among  us  to  attend  your  next  General  Conference.  '  -** 

The  Rev.  James  Dixon,  D.  D.,  was  affectionately  requested  to  un* 
dertake  this  important  mission,  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  Stinson  was  desired 
to  acconipany  him.  We  presume  that  Dr.  Dixon,  the  bearer  of  this 
letter,  is  not  altogether  unknown  to  you.  Among  us  he  has  lived  for 
many  years  in  the  highest  esteem  and  veneration.  His  Christian  sim- 
plicity, the  meekness  of  his  spirit,  his  manly  and  effective  eloquence 
in  preaching  the  gospel,  as  well  as  the  ability  and  fidehty  with  which 
he  has  maintained  our  ecclesiastical  polity,  have  pointed  him  out  as 
well  fitted  to  undertake  this  mission.  The  British  Conference  has 
deputed  him  to  visit  you  with  the  utmost  confidence  in  his  integrity 
and  ability.  His  companion,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Stinson,  also  visits  you 
in  compliance  with  our  earnest  desire,  ahd  with  our  entire  confidence 
and  growing  esteem. 

A  lengthened  epistle  is  rendered  unnecessary  by  the  presence  among 
you  of  our  representatives.  They  will  convey  to  you  our  fraternal 
salutations.  We  respectfully  refer  you  to  them  for  any  such  informa- 
tion respecting  our  affairs,  as  it  may  be  agreeable  to  them  to  com- 
municate. 

Our  earnest  prayer  is  that  the  Holy  Spirit  may  pour  upon  your 
approaching  assembly  his  choicest  influences,  and  conduct  your  delibe* 
rations  to  such  results  as  shall  promote  the  glory  of  Christ,  and  the 
maintenance  and  spread  of  Scriptural  holiness  through  your  extended 
country. 

We  are,  dear  brethren,  in  behalf  of  the  British  Conference, 

Samuel  Jackson,  President. 

Robert  Newton,  Secretary, 

REPLY  TO  ADDRESS  OF  BRITISH  CONFERENCE. 
To  the  British  Conference  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church : 

Fathers  and  Bretbren, — Nothing  gives  us  more  pleasure  than  to 
receive  your  fraternal  salutations  at  a  session  of  our  General  Confer- 
ence ;  ajid  this  pleasure  is  heightened  when  we  receive  them  at  the 
hands,  and  in  the  words^  of  one  of  your  own  body.  It  affords  us  much 
happiness  to  bear  testimony  to  the  excellent  spirit  and  amiable  deport- 
ment of  your  representative,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon ;  and  we  should  have 
been  pleased  to  receive  with  him  the  Rev.  Joseph  Stinson,  whom 
you  requested  to  accompahy.  him..  We  avail  ourselves  of  your  kind 
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and  eoDfiding  reference  to  your  representative,  and  consider  bis  address 
to  OS  as  the  voice  of  our  British  brethren.     • 

Through  him  you  express  the  continuance  of  your  cordial  affection 
toward  us,  and  your  earnest  desire  for  our  increased  prosperity.  We 
receive  thia  expression  as  in  some  degree  a  manifestation  of  .paternal 
feeling  on  your  part,  which  in  our  judgment  has  somewhat  of  a  dirine 
blessing  connected  wi^  it.  And,  in  return,  we  declare  the  unabated 
admiratioii  and  love  which  we  bear  your  body,  and  our  desire  to  prove 
ourselves  worthy  of  our  sacred  spiritual  relations  with  you.  We  have 
good  hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to  do  so,  as  well  from  our  own  know- 
ledge of  the  true  Wesleyan  character  of  our  doctrines,  services,  and 
discipline,  as  from  the  frank  and  clear  declaration  of  your  representa- 
tive, that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  appeared  to  him  to  exhibit 
essentially  pure  Wesleyan  Methodism. 

Your  representative  was  pleased  to  allude  to  the  unhappy  separation 
of  our  beloved  Church,  growing  out  of  the  connection  of  one  of  our 
SDperintendents  with  slavery,  prior  to  the  General  Conference  of  1844 ; 
and  expressed  his  deep  regret  that  any  such  cause  of  separation  should 
have  arisen. 

The  tme  cause  of  the  difficulty  in  our  beloved  Zion  was  our  refoM 
to  admit,  under  any  circumstances,  a  connection  of  our  episcopacy  with 
slavery.  True,  your  honored  representative  took  occasion  to  say  fur- 
ther, (declaring  at  the  sanfe  time  that  he  expressed  the  sentiments  of 
the  whole  body  of  Methodists  in  England,  both  ministers  and  people,) 
that  your  sympathies  were  entirely  on  the  side  of  liberty. 

On  our  part  we  would  say,  that  while  all  our  sympathies  lie  in  the 
same  direction,  and  it  is  our  purpose  still,  as  heretofore,  to  bear  steadily 
oar  testimony  against  the  great  evil  of  slavery ;  and  within  our  legiti* 
mate  sphere  as  a  Church,  to  discountenance  it,  and  seek  its  removal; 
we,  nevertheless,  have  long  been  satisfied  that  our  brethren  in  other 
coontries,  occupying  a  distant  stand-point,  and  therefore  not  clearly 
comprehending  the  complicated  conditions  of  this  extremely  difficult 
subject,  have  not  been  able  to  do  full  justice  to  our  policy  and  conduct 
as  a  Church  in  regard  to  this  matter — they  may  have  thought  that  we . 
should  have  acted  with  more  directness  and  decision.  Feeling  our- 
selves within  the  complications  of  this  great  evil,  whose  effects  are 
felt  throughout  the  sacred,  social,  and  political  relations  of  this  coun- 
try, it  becomes  us  to  act  prudently,  and  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  strive 
to  consider  well,  and  setae  all  things  on  the  surest  and  best  founda- 
tioos  for  the  promotion  of  his  glory,  and  the  peace  and  prosperity  of 
the  Church. 

Your  representative  took  occasion  to  express  to  us  the  high  satisfac- 
tion he  felt  in  visiting  our  country,  and  conversing  with  the  most  dis- 
tinguished and  intelligent  of  its  citizens,  both  in  the  government  and 
in  private  life.  And  we  acknowledge  a  sense  of  unfeigned  gratification 
on  our  part,  while  we  listened  to  his  frank  and  candid  avowal  of  his 
astonishment  at  the  mellowing  influences  of  our  institutions, in  inspiring 
our  great  men  with  striking  condescension  and  courtesy,  and  in  ele- 
vating the  lowly.  And  we  were  edified  with  the  direct  and  fervent 
prayers  which  he  offered  up  for  our  government  and  nation  in  his  public 
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administrations  ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  as  frankly  and  fenrenUy 
mingled  therewith  his  prayers  for  your  beloved  queen,  your  govern- 
ment, and  nation,  which  found  a  warm  response  from  our  hearts. 

We  will  take  this  occasion  to  say,  we  have  great  pleasure  in  ob- 
serving that  you  have  distinctly  assumed  all  the  titles,  forms,  and  func- 
tions of  a  true  Church  of  Christ,  which,  indeed,  we  have  regarded  yon 
always  to  have  been.  The  present  condition  of  Protestantism  in 
Europe,  and  particularly  in  England,  renders  this  position  on  your  part 
very  important  to  the  interests  of  Christ's  Church. 

Your  systematic  and  efficient  organization,  not  only  for  a  regular  and 
abundant  supply  of  the  word  of  life  to  the  people,  but  also  for  yonr 
foreign  missionary  work,  commands  our  admiration,  and  moves  us  to 
action.  We  behold  you  planting  the  standard  of  the  cross  in  islands  of 
every  ocean,  and  on  the  coasts  and  plains  of  every  continent,  provoking 
us  thereby  to  enter  more  largely  into  the  same  great  work. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  assure  you,  that  in  this  respect  we  are  steadily 
advancing.  Though  our  movements  are  not  so  striking  as  yours,  yet 
they  are  vast  and  important.  Our  own  country  stretches  westward 
over  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  a  distance  of  thou- 
sands of  miles,  through  which  is  dispersed  a  sparse  population  from 
all  the  nations  of  Europe,  together  with  the  numerous  and  populous 
tribes  of  the  native^  Indians  of  its  unbroken  forests. 

These  elements  of  vast  empires  must  be  taught  the  principles,  im- 
bued with  the  spirit,  and  provided  with  the  institutions,  of  our  h<^y 
Christianity.  This  immense  domain  is  our  domestic  field  of  mission* 
ary  operations.  And  it  is  a  cause  of  devout  thankfulness  to  God  that 
we  see  it  yearly  blossoming  as  the  rose.  As  a  specimen,  we  mention 
our  German  Missions.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  native  Germans  flock 
to  our  land,  bringing  with  them  the  cold  and  heartless  Rationalism,  or 
ignorant  and  fanatical  Roman  Catholicism,  of  Germany.  In  their  new 
and  strange  circumstances  they  become  easily  accessible  to  us,  and, 
within  ten  years  past,  five  thousand  have  been  converted  to  God,  of 
whom  about  two^ thousand  were  Roman  Catholics.  These  have  been 
formed  into  regular  societies,  which  have  been  reduced  to  regular 
circuits,  stations,  and  districts,  and  well  appointed  by  German  preach- 
ers, amounting  in  all  to  eighty-five.  The  work  is  still  rapidly  advancing, 
and  we  are  taking  measures  xto  insure  its  increase  and  purity.  Arrange*' 
ments  are  being  made  to  compile  and  publish  an  Evangelical  Com* 
mentary  on  the  New  Testament,  also  Sunday-school  iMoks  for  our 
German  Sunday  schools,  and  to  translate  additional  works  from  our 
General  Catalogue  into  German.  Already  this  great  light,  kindled 
among  the  natives  of  Germany  now  residing  in  this  country,  is  begin- 
ning to  illumine  their  fktherland,  by  means  of  letters,  books,  and 
visitors  from  the  members  of  this  new  evangelical  German  Church. 
God  is  sending  Germany  to  us  to  be  evangelized ;  and,  indeed,  in  some 
degree,  all  the  nations  of  Europe ;  and  we  doubt  not  but  the  reaction 
of  this  great  domestic  missionary  work  among  us  will  be  great  and 
salutary  on  the  Old  World.  But  we  are  not  content  within  this  do- 
mestic field — we  are  extending  our  missionary  operations  to  Oregon, 
California,  portions  of  Mexico,  and  to  China.    And  aided  by  the  bright 
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example  of  yecir  brilliant  missionary  resources  and  operations,  we 
hope  shortly  to  fill  np  the  measure  of  the  missionary  work  which  God 
may  be  i^eased  to  assign  ns. 

And  while  we  are  thus  endeavoring  to  extend  the  kingdom  of  God 
widet  in  the  world,  we  are  not  unmindful  bi  the  population  he  hath 
given  xm  at  home.  And  believing  that  education  is  one  great  means  of 
advancing  and  fortifying  his  kingdom  among  us,  we  have,  within  the 
last  twenty  years,  given  much  attention  to  this  matter.  While  we 
have  not  thou^t  it  best  to  have  theological  seminaries  proper,  and 
have  judged  that  a  proper  course  of  study  which  our  young  men  are 
required  to  accomplish  in  four  years,  while  they  are  actively  engaged 
in  preaching  the  gospel,  and  taking  care  of  souls,  will  make  them  able 
ministetB  of  the  New  Testament,  we  have  been  careful  to  provide  uni- 
versides,  colleges,  and  academies,  for  the  education  of  our  own  people, 
as  well  as  the  pubtic  at  large.  And  in  this  department  of  our  work  we 
may  congratulate  ourselves  as  having  been  successful.  We  have  now 
seven  colleges  fully  organized,  and  affording  academic  education  to 
thousands  of  our  younger  sons,  and  also  of  our  daughters,  who  are 
thus  prepared  to  diffuse  the  essence  and  odor  of  piety  in  the  more  pri- 
vate and  sacred  walks  of  life. 

We  take  pleasure  in  naming,  as  additional  means  of  education,  the 
vast  capital  and  appliances  of  our  General  Book  Concern,  and  the 
numerous  excellent  works  which  issue  from  it.  In  the  General  Cata- 
logue there  are  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  distinct  works,  some  of 
them  extending  to  six  heavy  volumes.  In  the  list  are  commentaries, 
dictionaries,  Church  histories,  and  many  excellent  ecclesiastical  and 
theological  works.  We  should  be  wanting  in  honor  did  we  not  acknow- 
ledge that  many  of  them  have  been  derived  from  your  connection. 
Our  Sunday-school  publications  also  are  very  numerous ;  the  Youth's 
Library  already  amounts  to  four  hundred  and  eleven  volumes,  and  our 
Tract  publications  to  three  hundred  and  sixty.  It  would  be  difiicult  to 
state  the  many  thousands  of  these  works  that  are  amiually  distributed 
throughout  our  vast  country. 

Our  periodical  literature  is  also  immense.  The  weekly  issues  from 
our  various  presses  in  newspaper  form  amount  to  not  less  than  forty- 
fire  thousand  coines.  We  have  one  monthly  magazine,  entitled  "  The 
Ladies'  Reposit^,"  with  about  seven  thousand  subscribers.  It  is  con- 
ducted with  taste  and  ability,  and  the  mechanical  execution  and  em- 
beltishments  are  very  creditable. 

Our  Quarterly  Review  is  conducted  with  ability,  and  affords  a 
medium  of  presenting  to  our  ministers  and  principal  friends  the  graver 
topics  in  theology,  and  in  general  science  and  literature.  Our  children 
in  our  thousands  of  Sunday  schools  are  supplied,  semi-monthly,  with 
the  Sunday-School  Advocate,  in  quarto  form.  It  now  has  80,000  sub- 
scribers, and  is  rapidly  advancing  to  100,000.  We  have  also  a  monthly 
Missionary  Advocate,  with  a  subscription  list  of  at  least  20,000,  whicn 
distributes  throughout  our  Church  general  missionary  intelligence  firom 
various  parts  of  the  world.  We  trust  that  these  vast  bsues  of  books 
and  periodicals  from  our  various  presses  and  agencies  are  deeply 
imbued  with  the  doctrines  and  spirit  of  genuine  Christianity. 

19 
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We  did  not  think  it  necessary  in  the  earlier  part  of  this  address  to 
allude  to  the  only  little  matter  of  uneasiness  between  us,  that  is,  the 
liberty  which  some  of  our  ministers  (we  say  some,  although  we  are 
advised  of  but  one  case)  have  taken  to  visit  England,  and  make  ap- 
pointments for  preaching  and  public  services,  without  the  regular 
approbation  or  concurrence  of  the  proper  authorities  among  you.  It 
gives  us  pleasure  to  testify  our  disapprobation,  of  this  course,  and  to  say 
it  has  never  been  done  with  our  sanction  ;  and  that  we  will  see  that 
hereafter  the  proper  restraint  is  put  upon  all  our  traveling  ministers  in 
this  matter.  As  it  respects  local  preachers,  we  have  no  direct  autho- 
rity in  the  premises ;  but  we  wish  distinctly  to  declare  our  disappro- 
bation of  any  conduct  on  their  part,  as  preachers  in  your  country, 
which  has  not  your  special  sanction,  and  is  not  under  your  direction. 

We  have  been  gratified  to  observe  that  the  cause  of  temperance,  on 
the  principle  of  total  abstinence  from  intoxicating  liquors,  is  attracting 
attention  in  England ;  and  we  respectfully  ask  your  attention  to  it,  and 
y-our  kind  consideration  of  it  as  intimately  connected  with  the  best 
interests  of  society  in  general,  and  greatly  conducive  to  the  success  of 
the  Gospel.  Such  is  our  experience  in  America,  particularly  when  the 
Church  enters  heartily  into  the  cause. 

In  conclusion,  it  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  renew  to  you  the  expres- 
sion of  our  fraternal  affection ;  and  to  say,  that  it  is  now  in  our  minds, 
at  some  suitable  time  hereafter,  to  reciprocate  the  favor  you  have  done 
us  by  sending  us  your  excellent  representative  to  refresh  our  spirits  by 
his  holy  ministry,  and  to  edify  us  by  your  Christian  fellowship  which 
we  enjoy  through  him. 

Wishing  you  all  prosperity  and  peace  as  a  Church,  through  the 
abounding  grace  of  God  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  are,  dear  fathers 
and  brethren,  yours  in  the  bonds  of  the  gospel. 


D.— ADDRESS  OF  THE  CANADA  CONFERENCE. 

To  the  Bishops  and  Menders  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Reverend  Fathers,  and  Brethren, — With  undiminished  feelings  of 
regard  for  our  brethren  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  general, 
and  particularly  for  the  bishops  and  ministers  who  labor  in  word  and 
doctrine  within  its  pale,  we  avail  ourselves  of  the  occasion  of  the  as- 
sembling of  the  General  Conference  to  renew  the  testimony  of  our 
esteem  and  affection. 

We 'are  aware  that  very  important  topics  were  discussed  at  your 
last  General  Conference  ;  and  since  that  period  some  of  these  subjects 
have  engrossed  the  attention  and  excited  the  feelings  of  ministers  and 
people  throughout  your  extensive  country.  In  the  serious  difficulties 
by  which  you  have  been  surrounded,  and  the  troubles  in  which  you 
have  been  involved,  we  have  felt  the  deepest  concern,  and  cherished 
the  liveliest  sympathy.    But  "  God  is  die  hope  of  Israel,  the  Saviour 
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thereof  in  time  of  trouble."  That  he  may  overrule  all  things  for  his 
own  glory,  and  the  ultimate  benefit  and  salvation  of  your  venerated  and 
beloved  Church,  is  our  devout  and  earnest  prayer. 

Your  success  in  the  midst  of  these  trials  and  conflicts  awakens  our 
gratitude  and  joy.  We  notice  with  unmixed  pleasure  your  extensive 
operations  in  die  diffusion  of  education,  in  the  circulation  of  useful  and 
religious  books  and  tracts,  in  the  estabUsbment  and  support  of  Sunday 
schools,  and  in  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  as  far  as  your  population 
extends.  We  rejoice  to  learn  that  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  has. 
poured  out  his  Holy  Spirit  on  various  parts  of  your  great  field  of  labor, 
and  that  thousands  by  your  instrumentality  have  been  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  Christ.  May  these  tokens  of  the  divine  presence  and 
favor  be  perpetuated  among  you  to  the  latest  generation ! 

The  Wesleyan  Church  in  Canada,  as  in  the  United  States,  has  had 
its  times  of  sorrow*and  seasons  of  joy.  Since  the  year  1840  we  have 
had  to  lament  over  serious  difficulties  existing  between  ourselves  and 
the  English  Conference.  Happily,  upon  a  review  of  the  whole,  both 
parties  were  led  to  the  conclusion  that  misapprehension  had  existed 
on  soTeral  points,  and  that  events  which  gave  rise  to  differences  in 
former  years  no  longer  existed.  To  the  English  Conference  of  1846 
we  sent  our  esteemed  brethren,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Ryerson  and  Green, 
as  our  representatives,  that,  if  practicable,  peace  and  unity  might  be 
restored  and  promoted  between  the  two  legitimate  Wesleyan  bodies  in 
Western  Canada.  Under  the  peculiar  guidance  of  divine  Providence 
their  mission  was  signally  successful.  Our  English  brethren  have 
promptly  joined  us  in  mutual  agreement  to  bury  in  oblivion  the  record 
of  the  painful  past :  to  reunite  our  separated  bodies  on  terms  generous 
and  just :  and  to  go  forward  as  a  united  host  in  the  defense  and  main- 
tenance of  the  glorious  gospel  of  the  ever-blessed  God.  We  are 
certain  your  earnest  prayers  will  spontaneously  blend  with  our  own 
that  this  union  may  be  perpetual. 

We  are  still  endeavoring  to  assist  in  promoting  the  great  object  of 
useful  and  religious  education  in  this  country.  Our  college  has  had  its 
embarrassments  ;  but  we  are  gradually  surmounting  them.  Our  Book 
Room  is  in  a  state  of  efficiency.  The  mission  work  among  us  is  in- 
creasing, and  the  funds  are  increasing  with  the  work.  Our  other 
connectional  funds  are  also  on  the  advance,  through  the  liberality  of 
our  people.  Our  united  bodies  make  the  statistics  of  the  Connection 
in  Western  Canada  as  follows : — Circuits  and  missions  98,  preachers 
189,  members  24,882. 

Considering  the  hostilities  we  have  had  to  combat  in  past  years,  we 
are  truly  thankful  that  our  situation  at  present  is  so  favorable,  and  shall 
enter  upon  the  duties  of  another  year  high  in  hope,  and  full  of  expecta- 
tion, that  the  blessing  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  will  be  upon 
us  and  our  beloved  people,  prospering  us  more  and  more  in  our  work 
of  faith  and  labor  of  love. 

We  ha^e  appointed  our  esteemed  brethren,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  M. 
Richey,  A.  M.,  J.  Ryerson,  and  Anson  Green,  as  our  representatives 
to  your  General  Conference,  to  whom  we  refer  you  for  any  additional 
information  respecting  us  which  you  may  desire. 
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Signed  by  order,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Conference  of  the  Wesieyan 
Methodist  Church  in  Canada,  this  16th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  ow 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  huQdred  and  forty-eeven. 

R.  Alder,  President. 

James  Mdsorove,  Secretary, 

REPLY  TO  THE  CANADA  ADDRESS. 

Dear  Brethren, — We  have  received  your  very  kind  and  a^eable 
address  by  the  hands  of  your  worthy  and  esteemed  representatives,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Richey,  D.  D.,  Rev.  J.  Ryereon,  and  Rev.  A.  Green,  con- 
veying to  us  your  warm  Christian  salutations.  Your  excellent  repre- 
sentatives also  took  occasion  to  add  thereto  further  expressions  of  your 
fraternal  regards,  and  of  your  personal  esteem  and  affection  for 
us.  We  accept  all  these  expressions  as  tokens  of  your  sincere  love 
toward  us,  and  of  your  earnest  desire  to  cultivate  the  same  in  future. 
Allow  us,  dear  brethren,  to  reciprocate  from  our  hearts  the  affection 
you  bear  us,  and  to  render  thanks  to  God  for  the  manifestations  of  his 
goodness  to  you,  especially  in  restoring  peace  and  concord  between 
you  and  our  common  parent  connection  in  England.  We  rejoice  that 
you  have  found  in  the  British  Connection,  and  we  believe  you  will 
continue  to  find  in  it,  counsel  and  support ;  and  that,  aided  by  its  gene- 
ral and  liberal  fostering  care,  your  own  industry  and  enterprises  will 
be  abundantly  fruitful. 

In  your  address  you  allude  to  the  interests  of  education  among  you, 
and  of  the  prosperity  of  your  Book  Concern,  which  we  regard  as  a 
spiritual  handmaid  of  secular  learning.  It  is  a  matter  of  real  joy  to  us 
that  you  have  a  fair  prospect  of  permanently  endowing  a  college  for 
the  liberal  education  of  your  youth,  and  the  youth  of  your  province, 
under  the  salutary  influence  of  your  own  Church.  It  is  wise  and 
good  to  take  care  of  the  people  born  to  you  in  the  bosom  of  your  com- 
munity ;  and  also  to  expand  and  advance  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  in  the  midst  of  the  world  by  means  of  a  healthy,  a  sanc- 
tified education ;  an  education  sound  in  its  elements,  and  made 
vital  by  the  personal  spirituality  of  the  professors  and  teachers  who 
dispense  it. 

Your  address  also,  as  did  your  representatives,  alluded  to  the  diffi- 
culties which,  for  the  last  four  years,  have  distressed  our  Zion ;  and 
although  it  appeared  to  us  that  they  did  not  fully  comprehend  them, 
yet  they  kindly  and  properly  expressed  a  hope  that  these  troubles 
would  pass  away.  They  encouraged  us  by  setting  forth  your  own 
case  as  one  of  loog-continued  and  great  difficulty,  yet  happily  adjusted 
at  last.  We  also  abide  in  hope  that  these  difficulties  may  pass  away 
from  us,  and  our  Zion  be  as  tranquil  and  prosperous  as  formerly.  But 
we  do  not  now  see  the  end ;  and  have  some  apprehensions,  as  it  is 
believed  that  both  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  claim  that  essential  principles  of  morals  and 
policy  are  involved.     But  in  the  Lord  will  we  put  our  trust. 

It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  have  no  occasion  for  a  lengthy  epistle 
to  you,  on  account  of  any  misunderstandings  between  us.    We  are  of 
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one  lieart  and  one  mind,  and  lejoice  mntnally  in  each  other's  pros- 
perity. Let  us  continue  to  be  of  the  same  mind,  and  to  walk  by  the 
same  rule.  It  is  now  in  our  minds  to  send  to  you  one  of  our  own  body, 
at  a  suitable  tucne,  to  express  to  you,  face  to  face,  the  love  we  bear 
you,  and  our  fellowship  with  you. 

And  now,  dear  brethren,  we  oommend  you  to  God,  and  to  the  word 
of  his  grace ;  and  we  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  our  fraternal  affec- 
tion in  Jesus  Christ,  our  common  Lord  and  Saviour. 


E.— REPORT  ON  SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 

The  Conunittee  on  Sunday  Schools  and  Tracts  have  had  under  con- 
sideraticM^  the  several  papers  referred  to  them,  and  present  the  fbllow- 
iag  as  tneir  report,  in  part : — 

There  is  no  benevolent  enterprise  among  the  many  which  mark  the 
present  period  that  has  higher  claims  upon  the  attention,  or  that 
appeals  more  loudly  to  the  sympathies  of  the  human  heart,  than  the 
sabbath  school.  If  we  contemplate  it  in  its  bearings  upon  the  spiritual 
interests  of  its  legitimate  subjects,  both  their  age  and  number  invest  it 
with  peculiar  importance.  Other  instrumentalities  for  doing  good  have 
to  grille  with  established  habits,  which  present  almost  insuperable 
obstructions  to  success,  and  are  necessarily  restricted  in  the  proba* 
bilities  of  efficiency  by  the  comparative  paucity  of  their  objects; 
whereas  Sunday  schools  lay  their  forming  hand  on  the  yielding  mind 
of  youth  in  great  numbers,  and  in  all  the  departments  of  society.  Ere 
the  enemy  has  had  time  to  sow  the  tares  of  vice,  the  soil  is  prepared 
for  and  receives  the  good  seed,  which  experience  and  observation 
have  shown  spring  up  and  bring  forth  precious  fruits,  in  some  thirty, 
in  some  sixty,  and  in  some  a  himdredfold,  to  the  benefit  of  society  and 
the  gl<Hy  of  God.  If  hitherto  the  institution  has  been  justly  re^^ed 
as  the  nursery  of  the  Church,  furnishing  her  altars  with  devout  wor* 
shipers,  and  her  pulpits  with  warm*hearted  and  successful  ministers,  in 
fiitnre  it  must  be  more  eminently  so,  especially  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  If  our  zeal  should  be  unabated,  and  our  knowledge 
steadily  progressive,  their  united  influence  will  not  enable  us  to  fulfill 
OUT  mission — to  spread  Scripture  holiness  through  the  world — ^unless 
we  strike  at  the  root  in  religiously  educating  the  children.  We  may 
bom  with  zeal,  and  shine  in  all  the  attractions  of  learning  in  the  pulpit 
'  and  through  the  press,  but  if  we  leave  our  children  to  the  care  of 
others  in  the  sabbath  school,  though  Christians  they  may,  Methodists 
they  never  will,  become.  As  we  believe  in  "  Christianity  in  earnest," 
and  feel  our  great  indebtedness,  under  God,  to  the  Church  of  our 
choice,  and  would  hand  down  to  our  children's  children  to  the  end  of 
time  the  doctrines,  the  moral  di^ipltne,  and  the  deep  Scriptural  holi- 
ness, of  our  beloved  Methodism  as  the  richest  inheritance  we  have 
received,  or  can  impart,  we  must,  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability,  establish 
and  build  up  sabbath  schools. 
We  are  happy  to  say,  the  "  Memorial  of  the  Sunday^cfaool  Union 
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of  the  Methodiat  Episcopal  Church,"  which  was  read  before  you,  and 
referred  to  your  committee,  and  the  more  extended  "  Report  **  of  the 
Union,  recently  published  by  oar  Book  Agents  at  New-York,  furnish 
most  encouraging  evidence  that  the  Church  is  more  alive  to  this  great 
interest  than  ever  before,  and  that  the  prospect  is  increasingly  cheer- 
ing. Though  within  the  last  four  years  hundreds  of  our  traveling 
ministry,  and  thousands  of  our  membership,  have  separated  from  us, 
carrying  with  them  a  large  number  of  Sunday  school  children,  our 
increase  of  schools  and  scholars  has  been  nearly  fifty  per  cent.,  while 
the  receipts  for  their  support  have  increased  in  little  more  than  two 
years  and  a  half  nearly  tenfold  over  all  the  previous  receipts  from  the 
organization  of  the  Union  to  that  date.  And,  best  of  all,  in  a  single 
year  more  than  four  thousand  conversions  have  been  reported  among 
the  teachers  and  scholars ! 

In  closing  this  part  of  the  work  assigned  us,  we  would  jjresent  a 
few  resolutions  for  the  adoption  of  Conference,  'in  relation  to  visiting 
the  schools,  forming  Bible  classes,  and  enforcing  catechetical  instruc- 
tion, if  sucl^  obligations  were  not  already  most  solemnly  laid  upon 
every  Methoidist  preacher  by  the  disciplinary  regulations  to  which  he 
has  voluntarily  subscribed.  We  forbear,  therefore,  to  add  more  than 
a  solitary  reflection :  the  present  growing  prosperity  in  the  sabbath- 
school  cause  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  a  great  degree,  is 
traceable,  no  doubt,  not  to  the  precedent  exercise  of  an  agency  the  wis- 
dom of  which  cannot  be  too  highly  eulogized,  while  we  deem  it  pru- 
dent  not  to  name  the  agent,  lest  we  thereby  set  a  precedent  which,  in 
coming  years,  might  be  a  heavy  tax  on  an  honest  committee,  or  render 
the  misfortunes  of  inefficiency  an  intolerable  burden. 

Pra3ring  that  the  cause  may  always  meet  the  favor  its  importance 
merits,  until  it  has  contributed  its  full  share  in  the  evangelization  of 
the  world,  we  respectfully  submit  the  result  of  our  labors  in  proposing 
the  following  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Sunday-School 
Union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  recommended  by  the  Board 
of  Managers,  and  to  the  Discipline  of  the  Church. 

I.  In  regard  to  the  Constitution. 

1.  That  Art.  III.  be  amended  by  erasing  the  last  sentence,  and  in* 
sorting  "  each  Annual  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
shall  be  entitled  to  elect  a  vice-president." 

2.  That  Art.  Y.  be  amended  by  erasing  the  term  **  twenty-four,"  in 
the  sixth  line,  and  inserting  <<  thirty-six ;"  and  also  by  erasing  ^the 
words  *'  and  county"  from  the  seventh  line. 

3.  That  Art.  YI.  be  amended  by  erasing  from  the  first  and  second 
lines  the  words,  "  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  April,**  and  inserting 
^'  in  the  second  week  in  January." 

II.  In  regard  to  the  Discipline. 

1.  On  page  25,  in  chap,  i,  sec.  3,  question  17,  let  the  question  be : 
"  What  has  been  contributed  for  the  support  of  missions,  what  for  the 
Sunday-School  Union,  what  for  the  publication  and  circulation  of 
tracts,  and  what  to  aid  the  American  Bible  Society  ?" 

2.  On  page  45,  in  chap,  i,  sec.  10,  answer  16,  line  3  from  the  top, 
iinder  the  head  of  "  Duties  of  those  who  have  charge  of  Circuits,*' 
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aftar  the  word  ^*  same"  insert  the  words,  '<  to  his  Annual  Conference, 
according  to  the  form  published  by  the  Sunday-School  Union  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;"  and  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
"  tracts."  ' 

3.  On  page  62,  chap,  i,  sec.  16,  eighteenth  line  from  the  top,  let  it 
read,  "  Each  Quarterly  Conference  i^all  have  supervision  of  all  the 
Sunday  schools  and  Sunday-school  societies  within  its  bounds,  which 
schools  and  societies  shall  be  auxiliary,"  &c. 

4.  On  page  31,  chap,  i,  sec.  5,  after  the  word  <'  circuit,"  in  the  third 
line  from  the  top  of  the  page,  read :  "  and  male  superintendents  of 
Sunday  schools,  who  are  in  full  membership  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church ;  provided  that  where  there  are  two  or  more,  the  prin* 
cipal  superintendent  only  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence."    [Laid  on  the  table.] 

6.  On  page  63,  chap,  i,  sec.  16,  answer  2,  fourth  line  from  the  top, 
that  all  after  the  word  "  Conference"  be  erased ;  and  on  page  45, 
chap,  i,  sec.  1,  after  answer  16,  read:  ^^Ans.  17.  To  take  an  annual 
collection  in  each  of  his  appointments  in  behalf  of  our  Sunday-School 
Union."  This  will,  of  course,  require  that  answers  17  and  18,  as  they 
now  stand,  be  numbered  18  and  19. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

C.  Cooke,  Chairman^ 
Pittsburgh,  May  24, 1848. 


F.— REPORT  ON  TRACTS. 

The  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  and  Tracts  have  had  the  latter 
subject  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  as 
their  report : — 

The  Rev.  John  Wesley  might  be  regarded  as  the  parent  of  that  ad- 
mirable plan  of  disseminating  knowledge  and  doing  good  by  the  circu- 
lation of  small  printed  documents  called  tracts^  the  utility  of  which 
is  now  so  generally  admitted,  had  not  One,  whose  sandals  even  Wes- 
ley was  not  worthy  to  bear,  adopted  the  expedient  more  than  eighteen 
centuries  since.  The  HolyVolume,  now  and  always  a  unit  in  truth,  is 
not  so  in  the  dates  of  its  parts,  nor  in  the  character  of  its  compositions. 
It  is  a  volume  of  tracts,  brought  out  at  different  and  distinct  periods,  in 
different  countries,  and  in  divers  forms  ;  and  in  the  manner  of  coming 
into  the  possession  of  mankind,  exhibiting  not  less  wisdom  than  in  the 
character  of  its  revelations.  We  cannot  say,  that  when  nearly  every 
instrumentality  adapted  to  promote  the  salvation  of  the  world  was  sleep- 
ing in  profotmd  inefficiency,  the  fact  alluded  to  awoke  in  the  breast 
of  our  distingiiished  founder  the  idea  that  tracts  would  be  as  efficient 
in  doing  good  in  the  eighteenth  century  as  in  the  first :  but  it  is  cer- 
tain that  in  this  way,  or  in  some  other,  the  philanthropy  of  that  great 
reformer  was  directed  to  tract  circulation  as  a  great  auxiliary  to  Uie 
work  of  preaching  the  gospel.    Others  have  seen  the  wisdom  of  the 
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plan,  and  are  operating  upon  it  with  unexamined  raccess.  The  Ame* 
rican  Tract  Society,  which  has  held  its  twenty«third  annirersaiy  since 
the  commencement  of  our  session,  reports  its  receipts  for  the  last  year 
at  $237,296  94,  more  than  a  hundred  thousand  of  which  were  dona- 
tions, the  remainder  the  proceeds  of  sales.  In  one  year  it  has  circu- 
lated 6,987,202  publications,  making  211,730,285  pages,  which, 
added  to  the  circulation  of  former  years,  makes  the  whole  amount  of 
pages  in  twenty-three  years,  ttoo  thousand  and  tMrty'jwe  miUions,  nine 
hundred  and  one  thousand^  three  hundred  and  twenty^six  pages  !  In  this 
organization  seyeral  denominations,  as  such,  and  many  individuals  of 
others,  unite,  while  besides  these  ihere  are  soTeral  ecclesiastical  de- 
nominational societies.  That  a  vast  amount  of  good  is  done  by  the 
American  association,  and  also  by  such  as  are  more  isolated,  there 
can  be  no  reasonable  doubt.  It  is  a  question  worthy  of  our  considera- 
tion, Ought  we  to  merge  our  energies  in  the  former,  or  follow  the 
example  of  the  latter  ?  For  many  reasons  there  should  be  but  one 
response  to  this  question.  God  has  given  us  a  woriL  todo;  and  while 
we  wish  well  to,  and  pray  for  the  success  of  others,  let  us  do  our  own 
work  in  our  own  way. 

The  Discipline  makes  it  the  duty  of  those  who  have  charge  of  cir- 
cuits to  encourage  the  distribution  of  tracts,  by  forming  societies  and 
making  collections  for  this  object,  in  such  way  as  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences to  which  they  belong  direct.  But,  though  four  of  the  bishops, 
in  March,  1845,  caused  to  be  published  a  circular,  calling  attention  to 
the  rule,  and  to  the  importance  of  the  work  it  enjoins,  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  there  is  much  less  done  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
this  department  of  Christiaa  enterprise  than  should  be  expected.  As 
already  remarked,  it  is  a  method  of  doing  good  commended  to  us  by 
the  example  of  our  own  Wesley,  and  by  its  obvious  facilities  for  the 
achievement  of  great  results  by  limited  means.  And  surely  no  Church 
has  better  opportunities  to  wield  this  instrumentality  with  efficiency 
than  OUTS,  our  itinerant  system  giving  us  a  kind  of  omnipresence,  of 
which  other  denominations,  whatever  other  advantages  they  may  have, 
cannot  boast.  It  is  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  therefore,  that  there 
should  be  incorporated  in  the  IMscipline  something  more  in  detail 
than  we  find,  and  which  shall  be  obligatory  upon  preachers  in  charge, 
though  the  Annual  Conferences  should  wholly  neglect  to  act  in  the 
premises. 

Invoking  the  blessing  of  God  on  his  Church  in  every  lawful  effort 
to  promote  the  great  ends  of  her  organization,  and  especially  in  sowing 
broadcast  the  precious  seed  by  means  of  tract  distribution,  we  submit 
for  your  action  our  report,  recommending  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution  :— 

Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  in 
General  Conference  assembled.  That  the  Discipline  be  amended,  by 
inserting  after  the  15th  answer  to  the  1st  question  of  section  10,  chap- 
ter i,  the  following  as  the  16th  answer : — 

''  If  the  Annual  Conference  to  which  he  belongs  shoidd  not  give  any 
directions  on  the  subject,  to  take  up  a  collection  in  the  course  of  the 
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year,  or  raise  a  subscription,  as  he  may  judge  expedient,  the  proceeds 
of  which  shall  be  at  his  disposal  in  the  purchase  and  distribution  of 
tracte."     Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  CooEE,  Chairman, 
PUtsburgh,  Pa.,  May  24, 1848. 


G.— REPORT  ON  TEMPERANCE. 

The  Committee  on  Temperance  submit  for  the  action  of  the  (general 
Conference  the  following  as  their  last  report : — 

It  affords  us  great  pleasure  to  announce,  that  within  the  last  twenty 
years  the  doctrines  of  the  temperance  reformation  have  been  dissemi- 
nated throughout  the  civilized  world ;  and  in  many  countries  they  have 
exerted  a  most  powerful  and  salutary  influence  over  all  classes  of  the 
people.  Temperance,  we  believe,  is  one  of  the  practical  features  of 
our  commop  Christianity,  and  should  combine  the  energies  and  zeal 
of  all  pious  people  in  its  support  and  promotion.  By  its  instrumen- 
talities unnumbered  thousands  have  been  rescued  from  the  most  hideous 
forms  of  vice — from  degradation,  poverty,  and  wretchedness  ;  and  their 
comfortable  and  smiling  families  attest  the  importance  of  their  reforma- 
tion. This  cause  has  not  only  arrested  and  rolled  back  the  desolating 
tide  of  intemperance,  but  it  has  spread  innumerable  blessings  in  its 
pathway :  being  often  followed  by  revivals  of  experimental  religion,  it 
secures  the  interests  of  its  subjects,  under  God,  both  in  this  life  and 
in  that  which  is  to  come. 

The  great  truth,  that  alcoholic  drinks  are  never  necessary  for  per- 
sons in  health,  but  always  injurious,  has  been  freely  discussed  in  all 
circles  of  society  ;  and  vast  multitudes  of  moderate  drinkers  have  been 
brought  under  its  influence,  and  now  advocate  and  practice  total  absti- 
nence from  all  intoxicating  liquors.     In  all  this  we  do  rejoice.  * 

.  We  proclaim  with  peculiar  satisfaction  that  we  now  have  Mr.  Wes- 
ley's rule  on  spirituous  liquors  restored  to  our  General  Rules.  This 
was  done  by  a  vote  of  two  thousand  and  eleven  to  twenty-one  in  the 
Annual  Conferences.  This  overwhelming  majority  may  be  considered 
as  full  proof  that  the  making,  vending,  or  using,  intoxicating  liquors  as 
a  beverage,  are  judged  to  be  unchristian  practices  by  American  Method- 
ists, and  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  in  the  Church  of  God. 

Your  Committee  recommend  to  the  General  Conference  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolutions : — 

1.  Resolved,  &c..  That  while  we  recognize  the  good  hand  of  our 
God  in  giving  success  to  the  temperance  enterprise  in  former  years, 
we  deem  it  our  special  duty,  at  the  present  time,  to  send  up  our  most 
fervent  prayers,  and  to  put  forth  our  utmost  Christian  endeavors,  to 
secure  the  complete  triumph  of  this  great  cause ;  and  that  we  most 
earnestly  recommend  to  all  the  Annual  Conferences  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  they  shall  deem  best  calculated  to  advance  this  very  de- 
sirable object.  ^_^ 

20 
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2.  Resolved,  That  we  cordially  approve  of  the  design  of  the  New* 
York  Temperance  Society,  based  on  Christian  principles,  and  should 
rejoice  to  see  similar  associations  organized  throughout  the  country. 

Joshua  Monroe, 
John  F.  Wrioht, 
John  Bowen, 
G.  Webber, 
J.  Dodge, 
B.  Crsagh» 
L.  A.  Eddy. 


H.— FINAL  REPORT— ON  THE  STATE  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

The  CommiUee  on  the  State  of  the  Church,  after  a  full  and  careful 
examination  of  all  the  sources  of  information  within  their  reach,  in- 
cluding, as  they  believe,  all  that  are  essential  to  a  just  understanding 
of  the  subjects  hereinafter  named,  do  recommend  to  this  body  the  adop* 
tion  of  the  following  as  their  final  report : — 

1.  We  claim  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  exists  as 
a  distinct  and  separate  ecclesiastical  communion,  solely  by  the  act  and 
deed  of  the  individual  ministers  and  members  constituting  said  Church. 

In  support  of  this  position  we  set  forth  the  following  facts.  On  the 
fifth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four,  John  Ear- 
ly, W.  A.  Smith,  Thomas  Crowder,  and  Leroy  AjL  Lee,  of  ihe  Virginia 
Conference ;  H.  B.  Bascom,  William  Gann,  H.  H.  Kavanaugh,  Edward 
Stevenson,  B.  T.  Crouch,  and  G.  W.  Brush,  of  the  Kentucky  Confer- 
ence ;  W.  W.  Redman,  William  Fatten,  J.  C.  Berryman,  and  J.  M. 
Jameson,  of  the  Missouri  Conference ;  £.  F.  Sevier,  S.  Fatten,  and 
Thomas  Stringfield,  of  the  Holston  Conference ;  6.  F.  Pierce,  Wil- 
liam J.  Parks,  L.  Pierce,  J.  W.  Glenn,  J.  L.  Evans,  and  A.  B.  Long- 
street,  of  the  Georgia  Conference ;  James  Jamieson,  Peter  Doub,  and 
B.  T.  Blake,  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference ;  J.  Stamper,  of  the 
Illinois  Conference ;  G.  W.  D.  Harris,  Wm.  M'Mahan,  Thomas  Joy- 
ner,  and  S.  S.  Moody,  of  the  Memphis  Conference ;  John  C.  Parker, 
William  P.  Radclifife,  and  Andrew  Hunter,  of  the  Arkansas  Conference  j 
William  Winans,  B.  M.  Drake,  John  Lane,  and  G.  M.  Rogers,  of  the 
Mississippi  Conference ;  Littleton  Fowler,  of  the  Texas  Conference ; 
Jesse  Boring,  Jefferson  Hamilton,  W.  Murrah,  and  G.  Garrett,  of  the 
Alabama  Conference ;  Robert  Paine,  John  B.  MTerrin,  A.  L.  P.  Green, 
and  T.  Maddin,  of  the  Tennessee  Conference ;  and  W.  Capers,  Wm.  M. 
Wightman,  Charles  Betts,  S.  Dunwody,  and  H.  A.  C.  Walker,  of  the 
South  Carolina  Conference,  did  present  to  the  General  Conference, 
then  in  session  in  the  city  of  New- York,  the  following  declaration,  to 
wit :  "  That  the  continued  agitation  of  the  subject  of  slavery  and  abolition 
in  a  portion  of  the  Church — ^the  frequent  action  on  that  subject  in  the 
General  Conference,  and  especially  the  extra-judicial  proceedings 
against  Bishop  Andrew,  which  resulted,  on  Saturday  last,  in  the  vir- 
tual suspension  of  him  from  his  office  as  superintendenty  must  produce 
a  state  of  things  in  the  South  which  renders  a  continuance  of  the  juris- 


Final  Report-nm  the  State  of  the  Church.  155 

diction  of  that  General  Conference  over  these  Conferences,  inconsist- 
ent with  the  success  of  the  ministry  in  the  slaveholding  states,"  from 
which  it  is  evident  that  they  sought  their  remedies  for  alledged  grievances, 
not  in  aiiy  constitutional  acts,  but  in  a  violation  of  the  integrity  of  the 
Methodist  Episopal  Church. 

And  further,  on  the  sixth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  above  written,  the 
above-named  gentlemen,  and  N.  C.  Berryman,  of  the  Illinois  Confer- 
ence ;  I.  T.  Cooper,  W.  Cooper,  T.  J.  Thompson^  and  Henry  White, 
of  the  Philadelphia  Conference ;  E.  W.  Sehon,  of  the  Ohio  Conference, 
and  T,  Neal  and  T.  Sovereign,  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference,  in  ad- 
Mon,  presented  a  protest  to  the  above-named  General  Coniference 
against  its  action  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  in  which  they  assert, 
**  If  the  compromise  law  be  either  repealed,  or  allowed  to  remain  a 
dead  letter,  the  South  cannot  submit ^  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  di- 
tfision  is  already  dated/*  Now,  while  we  wholly  deny  the  existence 
of  any  "  compromise  law,"  in  the  sense  here  claimed,  the  indication 
in  this  extract,  and  indeed  in  the  whole  document,  of  a  purpose  upon  the 
part  of  these  protesting  brethren  to  secure  a  division  of  the  Church  is 
too  plain  to  be  mistaken. 

And  further,  at  the  close  of  the  General  Conference,  on  the  ele- 
venth day  of  June  and  year  above  mentioned,  fifty-one  of  the  above- 
named  brethren  assembled  in  the  city  of  New-York,  and  by  formal  re- 
solution recommended  to  the  Southern  Conferences  the  appointment 
of  delegates  to  a  Convention,  to  commence  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  on 
the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five,  said 
delegates  to  be  instructed  **  on  the  points  on  which  action  is  contem- 
plated, conforming  their  instructions,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  opinions 
and  wishes  of  the  membership  within  their  several  conference  bounds." 
And  the  said  brethren  issued  from  this  unauthorized  meeting  an  address 
in  which  they  call  the  attention  of  Southern  Methodists  ^'  to  the  pro- 
scription and  disabiUty  under  which  the  Southern  portion  of  the  Church 
must,  of  necessity,  labor  in  view  of  the  action  alluded  to,  unless  some 
measures  are  adopted  to  free  the  minority  of  the  South  from  the  op- 
pressive jurisdiction  of  the  majority  in  the  North  in  this  respect ;"  and 
they  declare  '*  that  they  regard  a  separation  at  no  distant  day  as  inevita- 
ble." There  is,  therefore,  no  room  to  doubt  that  the  appointed  Louis- 
ville Convention  was  one  of  those  leading  "  pleasures"  adopted  by  these 
fifty-one  brethren  for  the  expi^ess  purpose  of  freeing  the  minority  of  the 
South  from  what  they  are  pleased  to  term  '*  the  oppressive  jurisdiction 
of  the  majority  in  the  North,"  and  that  the  contemplated  separation, 
if  it  actually  occured,  must  be  the  legitimate  result  of  these  premature 
preliminary  arrangements. 

And  further,  the  several  annual  conferences  now  included  in  the 
Church  South  did,  at  their  meetings,  successively,  of  their  own  will 
and  accord,  vote  to  approve  the  holding  of  the  Louisville  Convention, 
for  the  purposes  proposed  by  the  members  of  the  aforesaid  meeting  at 
New- York,  appointed  delegates  to  said  convention,  and,  in  various  forms 
of  expression,  directly  assumed,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  dismemberment  of  the  Church  evidently  contemplated 
in  the  appointment  of  said  Louisville  Convention. 
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In  the  meui  time  Bishop  Soule  wrote  to  Bishop  Andrew,  requesting 
him  to  resume  episcopal  functions,  and,  in  the  character  and  office  of 
a  Bishop,  to  attend  the  sessions  of  Annual  Conferences,  which  he  did, 
though  said  act  was  clearly  in  contravention  of  the  expressed  will  of 
the  General  Conference,  ^'  that  he  desist  from  the  exercise  of  the"  ^is- 
copal  "  office  so  long  as  the  impediment"  of  slaveholding  **  remained." 
By  which  acts  both  Bishop  Soule  and  Bishop  Andrew  openly  repu- 
diated the  authority  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

And  further,  in  the  convention  assembled  at  Louisville,  May,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  forty-five,  delegates  from  the  following  con- 
ferences, namely,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Holston,  Tennessee,  North  Caro- 
lina, Memphis,  Arkansas,  Virginia,  Mississippi,  Texas,  Alabama,  Geor- 
gia, South  Carolina,  Florida,  and  Indian  Mission,  Bishops  Soule  and 
Andrew  presiding,  did  formally  resolve  "  That  it  is  right,  expedient, 
and  necessary,  to  erect  the  Annual  Conferences  represented  in  this  con- 
vention into  a  distinct  ecclesiastical  connection,  separate  from  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
as  at  present  constituted,"  and  they  did  "  solemnly  declare  Uie  jurisdic- 
tion hitherto  exercised  over  said  Annual  Conferences  by  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  entirely  dissolved^  and 
.  that  said  Annual  Conferences  shall  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  constituted 
a  separate  ecclesiastical  connection."  Accordingly  a  delegated  General 
Conference  from  the  Annual  Conferences  above  named,  held  at  Peters- 
burgh,  Virginia,  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,  did  as- 
sume the  powers  and  privileges  of  authorized  representatives  of  a  sepa- 
rate ecclesiastical  connection,  under  the  style  and  denomination  of  "the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,"  to  which  Church  many  of  the 
former  ministers  and  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
.  some  evidently  from  choice,  and  others  from  the  force  of  circumstances 
which  they  felt  themselves  unable  to  resist,  did,  formally  or  informally, 
■attach  themselves,  thereby  withdrawing  themselves  from  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Finally,  while  a  clearly  marked  line  of  history,  extending  from  the 
.  first-named  declaration  to  the  final  action  of  the  General  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  shows  the  independent  ac« 
tion  of  the  ministers  and  members  of  said  Church  in  its  organization, 
we  affirm  it  to  be  impossible  to  point  to  any  act  of  the  General  Con- 
ference of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  erecting  or  authorizing  said 
Church,  nor  has  the  said  General  Conference,  or  any  individual,  or 
any  number  of  individuals,  any  right,  constitutional  or  otherwise,  to  ex- 
tend official  sanction  to  any  act  tending  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  dis- 
memberment of  the  Church. 

2.  In  view  of  the  formal  declaration  of  the  brethren  herein  first 
named,  that  certain  acts  of  the  General  Conference,  especially  the  act 
in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  "  must  produce  a  state  of  things  in  the 
South  which  renders  a  continuance  of  the  jurisdiction  of  that  General 
Conference  over  these  conferences  inconsistent  with  the  success  of 
the  ministry  in  the  slaveholding  states" — fearing  that  ministers  and 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  would,  according  to  the 
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opinion  expressed  in  the  declaration  aboye  quoted,  deem  it  necessary 
to  erect  themselves  int<»a  separate  and  independent  Church,  in  the 
internals  of  General  Conference  sessions,  when  no  remedies  for  so 
great  an  evil  coold  be  provided  in  time,  and  desiring,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, in  accordance  with  suggestions  made  by  brethren  from  the 
South,  to  adopt  measures  calculated  to  pacify  our  members  and  min- 
isters in  the  South ;  the  General  Conference,  at  its  session  in  New- 
York,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four,  did  propose  a 
Plan  for  the  adjustment  of  relations  between  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  her  separating  members  and  ministers,  when  such  sepa- 
ration should,  by  their  own  act  and  deed,  if  at  all,  occur.  Said  Plan, 
based  entirely  upon  the  above  first-named  declaration  of  the  delegates 
from  thirteen  specified  and  above<^written  Conferences  in  the  slave- , 
holding  states,  having  relation  to  those  Conferences,  and  to  no  others, 
proposed  an  amicable  division  of  territory  between  them  and  the  Me- 
thodist Episcopal  Church  as  follows : — *'  The  northern  boundary"  of  the 
prospective  new  Church  to  be  fixed  at  the  northern  extremities  of  those 
"  societies,  stations,  and  Conferences,"  a  majority  of  whose  members 
should,  of  their  own  free  will  and  accord,  vote  to  adhere  to  the  said 
Southern  Church ;  and  ministers,  traveling  and  local,  to  be  allowed  to 
remain  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  or  attach  themselves  to 
the  *'  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,"  at  discretion.  And  said 
Plan  further  proposed  to  make  over  and  give  to  the  prospective  "  South- 
em  Church  so  much  of  the  capital  and  produce  of  the  Methodist 
Book  Concern  as  will,  with  the  notes,  book  accounts,  presses,"  &c.,  in 
the  South,  due  and  belonging  to  the  Book  Concern  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  (the  transfer  of  which  is  provided  for  in  the  fourth 
article  of  said  Plan,)  '^  bear  the  same  proportion  to  the  whole  property 
of  said  Concern  that  the  traveling  preachers  in  the  Southern  Church 
shall  bear  to  all  the  traveling  preachers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church."  And  said  Plan  further  proposed^  that  "  the  Book  Agents  at 
New- York  be  directed  to  make  such  compensation  to  the  Conferences 
Sonth  for  their  dividend  from  the  Chartered  Fund  as  the  commis- 
sioners to  be  provided  for  shall  agree  upon." 

But  the  whole  of  this  Plan  was  expressly  or  otherwise  conditional, 
as  follows,  namely : — 

{1.)  That  the  asserted  "  state  of  things  in^the  South  which  renders 
a  continuance  of  the  jurisdiction  of  that  General  Conference  t)ver  these 
Conferences  inconsistent  with  the  success  of  the  ministry  in  the  slave- 
holding  states"  should  be  ^'produced"  by  the  action  of  the  General 
Conference  in  the  cases  referred  to. 

(2.)  That  three-fourths  of  the  members  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences 
should,  *'  at  their  first  approaching  sessions,"  concur  in  the  vote  of,  at 
least,  two-thirds  of  the  General  Conference  so  to  alter  "  the  sixth  re- 
strictive article"  of  the  Discipline,  as  to  add  to  it  the  following  words, 
to  wit :  '*and  to  such  other  purposes  as  may  be  determined  upon  by 
the  rotes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  General  Conference ;" 
it  being  certain  that  should  auch  vote  be  refused  by  the  Annual  Con- 
ferences, the  financial  part  of  the  Plan  could  not  go  into  efiect,  which 
financial  part  was  deemed  by  both  parties  essential  to  the  Plan;  and  it 
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being  probable  that  those  who  were  opposed  to  the  Plan  as  a  whole, 
would  vote  against  the  change  in  the  sixth  rettrictive  article. 

(3.)  It  was  clearly  and  necessarily  implied,  that  the  friendship  and 
fidelity  of  the  parties  should  be  evinced  by  voluntarily  keeping  invio- 
late the  principles  and  ordinances  of  the  Plan,  pending  the  settlement 
of  the  important  conditions  upon  which  its  validity  and  binding  force 
depended. 

In  support  of  the  above  statement  of  facts,  we  refer  expressly  to  the 
aforementioned  declaration  of  the  fifty-two  southern  brethren,  and  to 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Nine,  presented  to  the  General  Con- 
ference of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on  the  seventh  day  of 
June,  1844. 

And  further,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  declaring  brethren  of  the 
South  did  not  claim  that  a  state  of  things  already  existed,  that  required 
any  separation  of  the  South  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church ;  or  that  required  the  positive  enactment  of  any  trn- 
ccmditional  plan  of  such  separation.  They  only  asserted'that  (in  their 
opinion,  of  course)  certain  acts  of  the  General  Conference  "  fnust  pro- 
duce*^ this  state  of  things.  And  hence  they  did  not  proceed  upon  the 
supposition  that  they  were  the  official  judges  of  the  facts,  which  might 
require  the  separation  of  the  southern  ministers  and  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  f^om  her  jurisdiction.  It  is  true  that  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Nine,  as  it  was  first  presented,  made  ^ese 
delegates  from  the  thirteen  Conferences  South  the  judges  of  that  ne- 
cessity ;  but  it  was  so  changed  as  to  leave  the  question  to  the  Annual 
Conferences  from  which  they  came,  thus  showing  that  the  General 
Conference  would  by  no  means  allow  this  question  of  necessity  to  be 
decided  by  these  men.  From  all  of  which  it  appears,  that  the  Plan 
proposed  rested,  not  upon  the  present  or  future  existence  of  any  state 
of  excitement  in  the  South,  which  might  be  produced  by  causes  en- 
tirely apart  from  the  General  Conference  ;  bnt  upon  the  production  of 
such  a  state  of  things  as  was  predicted  hy  the  acts  of  the  General  Con- 
ference alone.  Certainly  if,  upon  returning  to  their  charges,  our 
southern  brethren  had  found  that  no  such  '^  state  of  things"  as  they 
had  supposed  existed,  and  hence  no  separation  had  occurred,  they  would 
not  assert  the  validity  of  the  proposed  Plan ;  and  if  it  would  have  been 
of  no  binding  force,  in  the  absence  of  the  predicted  necessity,  pro- 
duced solely  by  the  action  of  the  General  Conference,  it  follows  inevi- 
tably that  such  necessity  so  produced  was  an  indispensable  condition 
of  the  Plan.  And,  though  this  necessity  had  actually  been  so  pro- 
duced, and  the  southern  ministers  and  members  had  actually  separated 
on  this  ground  alone,  in  this  case  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  Plan 
would  have  been  met,  we  nevertheless  affirm  that  in  failure  of  this 
condition,  the  Plan  became  invalid,  though  every  other  condition  of  it 
had  been  literally  fulfilled. 

And  further,  in  proof  that  the  proposed  alteration  of  the  sixth  re- 
strictive article  of  the  Discipline  was  a  fundamental  condition  of  this 
Plan  as  a  lohole,  we  refer  to  the  third  resolution  of  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Nine,  in  which  it  is  expressly  asserted.  Also  to  the 
published  speech  of  Rev.  Dr.  (now  Bishop)  Paine,  from  which  the 
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foDowing  language  was  reported : — **  This  aqiaratioD  would  not  be 
effected  by  the  passage  of  those  resolutiouB  through  the  General  Con- 
ference.   They  must  pass  the  Annual  Conferences,  beginning  at  New- 
York,  and  when  they  came  round  to  the  South,  the  preachers  there 
would  think,  and  deliberate,  and  feel  the  pulse  of  public  sentiment, 
and  of  the  members  of  the  Church,  and  act  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  with 
a  single  desire  for  his  glory."    Every  word  of  which,  in  its  connectioii, 
would  be  entirely  incompatible  with  the  idea  that  he  referred  merely 
to  an  extension  of  the  power  of  the  General  Conference  in  relation  to 
the  apfHTopriation  of  funds ;  but  it  is  perfectly  consistent  with  die  doc- 
trine nere  asserted,  that  a  vote  on  the  change  of  that  restrictive  article 
was  understood  to  be  a  vote  on  the  merits  of  the  Plan  as  a  whole.    So, 
we  believe,  many  of  the  members  of  the  Annual  Conferences  regarded 
it,  and  hence  so  many  of  them  voted  against  it  as  to  defeat  the  mea- 
sure.    Indeed,  so  essential  to  the  Plan  did  our  southern  brethren  con* 
nder  this  change  of  the  sixth  restrictive  article,  that  they  never  have, 
in  any  way,  signified  their  willingness  to  accept  of  the  Plan  without  it. 
With  this  agrees  perfectly  the  Address  of  the  above-named  fifty-one 
brethren,  from  their  meeting  in  New-York,  held  the  11th  day  of  June, 
1844,  in  which  they  hold  the  following  language : — *^  It  afibrds  us  plea- 
sure to  state  that  Uiere  were  those  found  among  the  majority  who  met 
this  proposition  (the  Plan,  not  "  of  formal  and  specific  separations," 
but  to  provide  for  the  results  of  separation,  should  it  occur  under  the 
necessity  above  explained)  with  every  manifestation  of  justice  and 
liberality.     And  should*  a  Mmilar  spirit  be  exhibited  by  the  Annual 
CoufereDces  in  the  North,  when  submitted  to  them,  as  provided  for  in 
the  Plan  itself,  there  will  remain  no  legal  impediment  to  its  peaceful 
consummation." 

But  **  if  a  simflar  spirit  should"  not  "  be  exhibited  by  the  Annual 
Conferences  in  the  North,  when  submitted  to  them,  as  provided  for 
in  the  Plan  itself ;"  then,  of  course,  by  the  showing  of  these  fifty-one 
southern  brethren,  **  there  will  remain  a  legal  impediment  to  its 
peaceful  consummation  "  as  a  Plan.  It  is  true  that  the  question  of  a 
mtification  of  the  Plan  was  not  directly^  and  in  so  many  words,  sub- 
mitted to  the  Annual  Conferences ;  but  it  is  evident,  that  in  the  honest 
oi»nion  of  these  southern  brethren,  it  was  in  effect  so  submitted.  Nor 
could  it  by  possibility  hsTe  been  otherwise^  from  the  language  of  the 
Plan,  which  submits  an  amendment  of  the  Discipline  absolutely  essen- 
tial to  the  Plan  as  a  whole,  the  preachers  being  obliged  to  Tote  upon 
said  amendment  in  view  of  its  bearing  upon  the  whole  Plan ;  and  the 
Culore  of  said  amendment  rendering  the  Plan. as  a  whole  entirely 
unsatisfactory  to  the  South:  therefore,  in  the  event  of  a  failure  of 
three-fourths  of  the  members  of  all  ihe  Annual  Conferences — the 
Southern  Conferences  includei— *'  at  their  first  approaching  sessions," 
to  vote  for  the  change  proposed  in  the  sixth  restrictive  article,  said 
Plan  would  he  as  a  whole^  and  hence  of  necessity  in  its  details,  rendered 
null  and  void. 

And  further,  we  claim  that  the  position,  that  a  sacred,  though  volun- 
tary observance  of  the  requirements  of  the  proposed  Plan  by  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  brethren  South  who  should 
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separate  from  her,  was  a  fundamental  condition  of  the  Plan,  is  a  clear 
and  undeniable  inference  from  the  whole  design  and  scope  of  said 
Plan.  It  was,  as  its  friends  openly  claimed,  a  peace  measure.  It  was 
designed  to  prevent  aggressions  from  either  party,  and  thus  to  prevent 
unchristian  feelings  and  angry  collisions  between  those  who  claimed 
to  be  brethren.  If,  therefore,  this  great  object,  lying  at  the  very  founda^ 
tion  of  the  scheme,  and  in  the  light  of  which  alone  any  part  of  it  has 
the  least  significancy,  were  disregarded  or  trampled  under  foot  by 
either  party,  the  other,  as  a  whole,  and  every  individual  of  them, 
would  be  entirely  absolved  from  aU  obligations  to  it  whatsoever.  If, 
therefore,  this  shall  be  found  to  have  been  done,  then,  though  all  other 
conditions  of  the  Plan  were  certainly  fulfilled,  it  will  be  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  null  and  void. 

Finally,  it  has  fully  appeared,  that  to  meet,  in  what  was  then  sup* 
posed  to  be  the  best  manner  possible,  the  disastrous  results  of  a  violent 
dismemberment  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  should  it  occur ; 
and  provide  for  an  amicable  adjustment  of  all  relations  between  the 
two  parties,  this  provisional  Plan  was  adoptcid  by  the-  General  Confer- 
ence at  its  session  in  the  year  1844 — that  to  provide  for,  or  sanction, 
a  division  of  said  Church  was  thereforie  no  part  of  the  intentions  of 
said  General  Conference.  And  that  it  rested  upon  three  distinct  and 
fundamental  conditions,  the  failure  of  either  of  which  must  be  fatal  to 
its  validity  and  binding  force.  And  though,  in  the  light  of  four  years' 
history,  we  are  fully  convinced  that  the  act  implied  a  degree  of  faith 
in  men  not  justified  by  the  facts,  and  under  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  it  was  not  adapted  to  secure  its  intended  results,  we  cannot 
for  a  moment  question  the  Christian  liberality  in  which  it  had  its 
origin. 

3.  It  is  evident  to  us,  that  the  acts  of  the  General  Conference  com- 
plained of,  did  not  produce  a  state  of  things  in  the  South  which  render- 
ed a  continuance  of  the  jurisdiction  of  said  Conference  '^  inconsistent 
with  the  success  of  the  ministry  in  the  slaveholding  states."  Three- 
fourths  of  the  members  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences  did  not  concur 
in  the  vote  to  alter  the  sixth  restrictive  rule,  and  thus  sanction  the 
Plan,  for  the  accommodation  of  which  said  alteration  was  asked.  And 
the  conditions  and  requirements  of  said  Plan  have  been  violated,  and 
hence  said  Plan  is  [and,  from  the  first  failure  of  the  conditions  of  said 
Plan,  or  either  of  them,  has  been]  null  and  void. 

In  support  of  which  we  ofTer  the  following  facts : — 

After  Uie  adoption  of  the  proposition  for  a  peace  measure,  and  pre* 
viding  for  its  final  ratification  and  use,  in  case  the  predicted  separation 
should  occur,  it  would,  as  we  humbly  conceive,  have  been  in  perfect 
conformity  to  said  peaceful  arrangement  for  the  Southern  delegates  to 
have  used  their  utmost  endeavors,  as  i^me  of  them  assured  us  they 
would  do,  to  quiet  the  public  mind  in  the  South ;  and  entering  instantly 
upon  their  regular  work,  to  have  met  every  act  of  resentment,  and 
every  appearance  of  insubordination  to  the  authorities  of  the  Church, 
with  a  calm,  dignified,  and  determined  resistance — ^to  have  defended 
the  General  Conference  so  far  as  they  could  conscientiously  do  so,  and 
themselves  to  the  utmost ;  for  doing  which  their  motions,  speeches. 
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^oies,  daclaniioii,  and  protest,  funiMhed  ample  tnaterials.  To  have 
adopted  this  course  would,  we  believe,  have  been  doing  no  more  than 
lo  meet  the  just  expectations  excited  by  their  peaceful  protestations 
vpon  the  •Conference  floor,  and  elsewhere,  both  before  and  afler  the 
vote  upon  liie  proposed  pacific  plan,  and  their  avowed  attachment  to 
the  Church  of  their  choice,  in  its  uninterrupted  integrity.  But  if  aeiive 
peace  measures  had  been  either  incompatible  with  their  private  opinions 
«r  self-respect,  ^or  inconvenient  under  their  peculiar  circumstances, 
they,  as  me  verilf  believe,  might  have  avoided  all  acts  preparatory  to 
the  excitement  of  the. public  mind,  and  leading  directly  or  indirectly  to 
the  division  of  the  Church ;  by  doing  which  they  would  have  given  to 
the  woild  an  example  of  moderation  under  circumstances  confessedly 
difficult  and  trying,  worthy  of  all  commendation,  and  afforded  an  op- 
portunity kft  a  free,  sponuneous,  and  in  due  time  decisive  verdict,  of 
Southern  Methodists,  upon  the  question  whether  the  action  of  the 
General  <>oBierence  had,'iuid  ^*  must  necessarily  "  have,  *^  produced  a 
state  of  things  in  the  South,' which  rendered  a  continuance  of  the  juris- 
diction of  4hat^General  Conference  over  these  Conferences  inconsistent 
with  the  success  of  the  ministry  in  the  slavehdlding  states."  This,  we 
claim  aad  assert,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  tiad  a  right  to  exact 
of  them,  in  order  to  a  just  estimate  of  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  conscientious  and  legitimate  action  of  her  highest  judicatory  had 
^aced  her  in  relation  to  her  Southern  •  ministers  and  membership.  But, 
instead  of  this,  these  fii^y-one  brethren,  by  character  and  position 
hi|^st  in  rank  and  influence  among  Southern  Methodists,  did,  at  a 
meeting  called  and  had  before  learving  the  seat  of  the  General  Con- 
ference, only  ten  days  allter  the  principal  action;  and  ^ve  days  after  the 
final  action,  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  virtually  lippoint  a  con- 
vention to  be  held  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  to  commence  on  the  first 
of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  question  of  a  division  of  the  Church ;  and  thus  superin- 
duce the  very  excitement  which  they  ehoukl  have  deprecated,  and  at- 
tempted by  every« laudable  means  in  their  power  to  allay.  Indeed  it  is 
evident,  as  it  should  have  been  foreseen,  that  the  appointment  of  that 
convention  alone  was,  under  the  circumstances,  decisive  of  the  very 
question  which  should  have  been  left  to  the  decision  of  time  under  the 
action  of  all  the  conservative  elements  available  in  the  case. 

Moreover,  from  the  said  meeting  in  New- York,  which,  if  it  occurred 
at  all,  should  have  given  utterance  only  to  counsels  peaceful  in  their 
nature  and  tendency,  and  strictly  loyal  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  an  Address  was  issued  **  To  the  Ministers  and  Members  of 
die  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  the  Slaveholding  States  and  Ter- 
litories,"  in  which  these  Jift^-one  brethren  say,  that  the  '*  various 
action  of  the  fnafarity  of  the  General  Conference,  at  its  recent  session, 
on  the  subject  of  slaoerf  and  aboktianj  has  been  such  as  to  render  it 
necessary^  in  the  judgment  of  ^ose  addressing  you,  to  call  attention 
10  the  proseriptian  and  disability  under  which  the  southern  portion  of 
the  Church  must  of  necessity  labor  in  view  of  the  action  alluded  to, 
unless  some  measures  are  adopted  to  free  the  minority  of  the  South 
fiEom  the  oppressive  jurisdiction  of  the  majority  in  the  Nordi  in  this 
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I 
respect.  The  proceedings  of  the  majority,  m  several  cases  involTinf 
the  question  of  slavery,  have  been  such  as  indicate  most  conclusively 
that  the  legislative,  judicial,  and  administrative  action,  of  the  General 
Conference,  as  now  organized,'  will  always  be  extremely  hurtful,  if 
not  finally  ruinous,  to  the  interests  of  the  Southern  portion  'of  the 
Church,  and  must  necessarily  produce  a  state  of  conviction  and  feel- 
ing in  the  slaveholding  states  entirely  inconsistent  with  either  the 
peace  or  prosperity  of  the  Church.  The  opinions  and  purposes  of 
the  Church  in  the  North  on  the  subject  of  slavery  are  in  direct  con- 
flict with  those  of  the  South ;  and  unless  the  South  will  submit  to  the 
dictation  and  interference  of  the  North,  greatly  beyond  what  the  ex- 
iHting  law  of  the  Church  on  slavery  and  abolition  authorizes,  there  is 
no  hope  of  anything  like  union  or  harmqny." 

Further  similar  quotations  might  be  made  from  this  address,  but  we 
deem  it  unnecessary.  We  submit  it  to  a  candid  viroild,  whether  lan- 
guage less  respectful  to  the  Church  of  which  they  were  members,  or 
more  inflanunatory  to  Southern  minds  in  the  midst  of  slavery,  could 
well  be  used.  Surely  there  is  no  room  for  surprise,  that  the  most  ex- 
cited meetings  soon  occurred  in  all  parts  of  the  South,  and  the  most 
indignant  resolutions  were  passed,  leading  to  a  degree  of  public  agita- 
tion, alarming  to  the  peace  of  the  Church  and  the  nation. 

But  one  more  quotation  shall  be  made,  to  show  that  these  ffty-ane 
brethren  did  not  hesitate,  formally,  to  take  the  initiative  in  the  work 
of  deciding  the  question  which  they  had  raised,  and  thus  aeluaUy^  as 
they  had  already  done  mrtuaUy^  give  the  full  weight  of  their  influence 
to  counteract  the  pacific  measures  which  they  had  asked  at  our  hands, 
and  for  which  they  had  just  voted :  "  As  the  undersigned  have  had 
opportunity  an^  advantages,  which  those  at  a  distance  could  not  pos- 
sess, to  form  a  correct  judgment  in  the  premises,  and  it  may  be  ex- 
pected of  them  that  they  express  their  views  fully  on  the  subject,  they 
do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  they  regard  a  separation  at  no  distant  day 
as  inevitable.'*  After  this  declaration,  of  what  avail  was  it  to  **  be- 
seech their  brethren  of  the  ministry  and  membership  in  the  slave- 
holding  states  to  examine  this  matter  carefully,  and  try  to  reach  the 
conclusion  most  proper  under  the  circumstances  ?*'  or  ''  disposed,  how- 
ever, to  defer  to  the  judgment  of  the  Church,  we  leave  this  subject 
wi(h  you  ?"  The  result  was  what  must  have  been  expected.  The 
voice  of  remonstrance,  though  sincere  and  beseeching,  against  the 
revolutionary  measures  urged  on  by  such  powerful  talents  and  influ- 
ence, was  too  feeUe  to  be  heard  till  the  confusion  was  over,  and  it  was 
too  late.  The  act  of  separation  was  consummated,  as  we  have  already 
seen,  and  many  thousands  hurried  out  of  the  Methodist  Episc(^ 
Church  into  the  new  organization,  with  scarcely  an  opportimity  to 
know  what  it  was  for. 

We  thus  see  clearly  that  the  way  for  separation  was  prepared,  not 
by  a  state  of  things  in  the  South  ** produced"  by  the  action  of  the 
General  Conference,  but  by  revolutionary  measures  adopted  by  the 
Southern  delegates  at  the  very  seat,  and  neariy  at  the  time,  ei  oar 
General  Conference  session.  The  success  of  the  miiiistiy  could  not 
have  been  hindered  by  our  action ;  for  not  only  was  there  no  instance 
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of  the  kind  alledged^  but  there  was  ft  want  of  time  to  produce  any  such 
result,  before  these  fifty-one  brethren,  by  taking  the  lead  of  the  South- 
ern mind,  anticipated  their  decision.  In  view  of  the  whole  of  which 
we  claim  and  affirm,  that  the  Southern  organization  was  consummated 
in  direct  contravention  of  the  Plan  proposed  to  meet  the  results  of 
separation,  thus  reducing  it  to  a  nullity,  by  the  violation  of  its  first 
great  and  jfundamental  condition.  And  we  moreover  claim  and  affirm, 
that  the  very  acts  of  calling  the  convention  and  issuing  the  said  address, 
by  which  Southern  opinion  was  forestalled,  was  an  abandonment  of 
the  Plan  proposed  by  the  General  Conference,  and,  hence,  that  for 
the  reason  abipve  alledged  the  Plan  has  been  of  no  real  force  since 
the  date  of  said  call  and  address,  to  wit,  the  11th  day  of  June,  1844. 

And  further,  it  appears  from  official  returns  made  from  all  the  Annual 
Conferences  voting  thereon,  including  those  now  embraqed  in  the 
Church;  South,  obtained  since  this  session  commenced,  that  the  re- 
quired three-fourth  majority  of  the  members  of  the  said  Annual  Confer- 
ences has  not  been  given,  and  hence,  that  for  this  reason,  as  shown 
alMve,  the  Plan  is  null  and  void. 

And  further,  from  information  officially  given  by  the  bishops  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  answer  to  a  call  upon  them  by  the 
General  Conference  for  a  statement  of  facts  in  the  premises,  that  in 
numerous  instances  the  Plan  proposed  in  the  event  of  a  separation  has 
been  openly  violated  by  the  Southern  Church,  and  hence  that  the 
peace  upon  the  border  and  elsewhere,  which  it  was  designed  to  pro- 
mote, has  not  been  secured.  The  bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  have  claimed  a  movable  line,  thus  transferring,  from 
one  place  to  another,  the  scenes  of  strife  and  confusion  as  fast  as 
society  majorities  could  be  obtained,  which  we  regard  and  affirm  to  be 
in  direct  contravention  of  the  most  obvious  principles  of  the  said  pro- 
visional Plan.  And  it  is  in  evidence  before  us,  that  in  numerous  in* 
stances  the  sense  of  members  on  the  proposed  border  has  been  taken 
by  Southern  preachers,  privately,  and  in  various  other  illegal  and  in- 
convenient ways,  and  hence  that  societies  have  been  reported  and 
claimed  for  the  South,  which,  by  suitable  tests,  would  have  given  large 
majorities  in  favor  of  adhering  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
And  in  numerous  instances  influence  has  been  applied,  and  often 
varied,  and  obstinately  persevered  in,  to  secure  a  decision  in  favor  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  contrary  to  the  wishes  of 
many  of  our  people.  And  also,  in  some  instances,  houses  of  worship,. 
built  at  the  expense,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  members  adhering  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  have  been  taken  from  them  without  their 
eonsent,  and  without  compensation,  and  they  have  been  discommoded 
by  vexatious  lawsuits,  costs,  and  in  various  other  ways,  by  preachers 
and  members  attached  to  the  Church,  South,  all  of  which  we  claim  and 
affirm  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  most  sacred  objects  and  conditions 
of  the  said  proposed  Plan,  showing  that  it  has  long  since,  in  this  way 
also,  been  rendered  a  nullity  by  our  brethren  of  the  South,  and  this, 
notwithstanding  the  bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
waiving  all  conclusions  which  this  General  Conference  were  entitled 
to  draw  from  the  numerous  ascertained  infractions  of  the  proposed 
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Plan,  resolved,  "  as  far  as  their  administration  was  concerned,"  to  ad- 
here to  it  strictly,  which,  for  the  sake  of  the  magnanimous  Christian 
example  it  exhibits,  and  in  view  of  the  right  of  the  General  Conference 
alone  to  assert  the  facts  of  the  infraction  and  consequent  destruction  of 
the  Plan,  we  are  happy  to  find  they  have  scrupulously  done. 

Finally,  having  thus  found,  upon  clear  and  incontestable  evidence, 
that  the  three  fundamental  conditions  of  said  proposed  Plan  have  sey* 
erally  failed,  and  the  failure  of  either  of  them  separatdy  being  suffi- 
cient to  render  it  null  and  Toid,  and  having  found  the  practical  workings 
of  said  Plan  incompatible  with  certain  great  constitutional  pikiciples 
elsewhere  asserted,  we  have  found  and  declared  the  ujhoU  and  every 
part  of  Mtd  provisional  Plan  to  be  null  and  void, 

4.  In  view  of  the  above-named  principles  and  faets^  [as  well  as  the- 
constitutional  rights  already  referred  to,]  we  regard  those  who  have,  by 
their  own  act  and  deed,  become  members  of  £e  Methodist  Bpiscopal 
Churchy  South,  as  having  withdrawn  from  the  Melodist  Episcopal 
Church.  And  whereas  those  who  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  good  and  regular  standing,  cannot  be  deprived  of 
such  membership  without  due  form  of  trial,  all  those  members  wha 
have  not  attached  themselves  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churchy 
South,  are  and  have  been  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churchy 
and  as  such  they  are  entitled  to  its  care  and  privileges,  as  provided  for 
in  another  report  of  this  committee.     Respectfully  submitted, 

Geor6s  Pbck,  Chairman^ 


I.— INFRACTIONS  OF  THE  PLAN^. 

The  attention  of  the  committee  has  been  directed,  by  sundry 
morials  submitted  to  their  consideration  by  the  General  Conference^ 
to  numerous  infractions  of  the  provisions  of  the  so-called  Plan  of  Sepa- 
ration, upon  the  part  of  the  Methodbt  Episcopal  Church,  South ;  and 
upon  this  subject  present  to  the  conference  the  following  statement 
and  facts : — 

I.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  has  officially  and  author 
ritatively  taught  the  infraction  of  the  Plan  by  her  Convention,  her  Gene^ 
ral  Conference,,  her  Bishops,  her  Annual  Conferences,  her  Editors,  and 
leading  Ministers, 

1.  The  Louisville  Convention  taught  the  violation  of  the  Plan, 

In  the  report  on  organization,  passed  Saturday,  the  17th  of  May, 
1845,  the  new  Chursh  is  declared  to  be  formed  out  of  the  Conference* 
represented  in  the-  Convention,  (see  History  of  the  M.  E.  Churchy 
South,  p.  186.)  But  while  the  convention,  in  their  formal  acts  of  or-^ 
ganization,  on  Saturday,  the  17th  of  May,  make  this  declaration,  we 
find  them  on  the  Monday  following  passing  these  resolutions,  (see- 
Western  Advocate,  vol.  xiii,  page  42,  col.  7  :) — 

*'  Resolved^  That  should  any  portion  of  an  Annual  Conference,  on  the 
line  of  separation,  not  represented  in  this  convention,  adhere  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  acconding  to  the  Plan  of  Separa-^ 
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tkm  adopted  at  the  late  General  Conference,  and  elect  delegates  to  tbe 
General  Conference  of  the  Church  in  1846,  upon  the  basis  of  repi^e- 
sentation  adopted  bjr  the  convention,  they  shall  be  accredited  as  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Conference. 

**  Resolved,  That,  in  tbe  judgment  of  this  convention,  those  societies 
and  stations  on  the  border,  within  the  limits  of  Conferences  represented 
in  this  convention,  be  constructively  understood  as  adhering  to  the 
South,  unless  they  see  proper  to  take  action  on  the  subject ;  and  in  all 
such  eases,  we  consider  the  pastor  of  the  station  or  society  the  proper 
p«rMm  to  preside  in  the  meeting." 

Thus,  although  the  conveniion,  in  their  formal  organization,  confine 
iliemselves  to  the  original  limits ;  yet  two  days  after,'  when  the  way 
was  prepared  for  further  inroads,  they  enlarge  the  provisions  of  the 
Plan,  and  extend  it  into  the  boundaries  of  the  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
and  other  Conferences.  And  in  all  societies  within  the  border  where 
no  votes  would  be  taken,  these  societies  must  be  constructively  under- 
stood as  adhering  to  the  south.  Hence  their  preachers  have  generally 
prevented  any  voting  wherever  they  could  by  any  means  hinder  it ; 
although  the  Plan  of  the  General  Conference  required  the  societies  to 
▼ote.  The  conclusion  ie,  that  the  convention  taught  the  infraction  of 
the  Plan  in  two  very  important  respects. 

First.  They  exceed  the  provisions  of  the  Plan  by  extending  it  into 
the  territory  of  the  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh,  and  other  Con- 
ferences.    Thus  they  teach  to  cross  the  line. 

Secondly.  And  in  all  societies  where  no  vote  would  be  taken,  they 
claim  them  constructively  as  belonging  to  their  Church. 

2.  The  hishops  oftheM.E.  Church,  South,  have  taught  the  infraction 
of  the  Plan, 

Bishop  Soole,  in  his  letter,  dated  Lebanon,  Ohio,  August  4th,  1845, 
and  published  in  the  Western  Christian  Advocate  of  August  22d,  1845, 
or  vol.  xii,  p.  75,  col.  2,  teaches  the  breach  of  the  Plan.  It  is  ad- 
dressed "  to  the  preachers  and  border  societies  of  the  Kentucky  and 
Missouri  Conferences,  and  of  other  Conferences  bordering  upon  them." 
The  bishop  here  calls  on  the  societies  on  the  southern  verge  of  tbe 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa  Conferences,  to  vote  whether  they 
wiU^  or  will  not,  remain  in  the  M.  E.  Church.  Bishop  Soule,  however, 
makes  these  regulations  in  reference  to  his  own  administration.  But 
this  same  course  was  sanctioned  by  Bishop  Andrew  immediately,  and 
afterward  by  their  General  Conference,  and  by  all  their  bishops.  And 
indeed  Bishop  Soule,  in  his  letter  to  the  Rev.  Wesley  G.  Montgomery, 
dated  Nashville,  April  3(Hh,  1847,  and  published  in  the  Western 
Christian  Advocate  of  May  2l8t,  1847,  hints  broadly  enough  that  mi- 
norities had  best  be  accommodated.  He  says :  "  Minorities  on  either 
side  of  the  line  of  division  are  entitled  to  a  kind  and  respectful  con* 
sidenition,  and  should  be  treated  accordingly.  And  I  should  think  it 
far  better  for  such  minorities,  being  on  the  borders,  to  receive  preachers 
from  the  Church  to  which  they  desire  to  adhere,  provided  they  believe 
xihamselves  able  to  support  them,  than  for  majorities  to  be  interdicted 
the  exercise  of  a  right  plainly  secured  to  them  by  the  provisions  of 
lb*  law,  or  rale,  in  the  eaae."    Now  with  this  instruction  about  ml« 
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norities,  as  well  as  the  maintenance  that  the  linfi  is  a  sliding  one,  and 
t[0  limits  of  time  are  given  in  which  its  sliding  operation  ceases,  south- 
ern preachers  will  find  little  difficulty  in  passing  over  any  limits  which 
may  be  in  the  way. 

But  Bishop  Capers'  letter  to  Rev.  Mr.  Moorman,  and  published  in 
•the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  of  April  21st,  1847,  claims  all  the 
territory  in  the  slaveholding  states,  and  this  too  according  to  the  Plan, 
or,  as  he  calls  jt,  the  "  Deed  of  Separation."  Now  as  Bishop  Capers 
claims  all  slaveholding  territory,  and  Bishop  Soule  as  much  of  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  free  states  as  the  accommodation  of  miporities  and  the 
sliding  line  will  transfer,  it  would  be  difficult  indeed  to  fix  any  line  at  all. 

It  were  useless  to  insist,  in  a  matter  so  clear,  that  the  bishops  of  the 
M.  £.  Church,  South,  have  taught  officially  the  violation  of  the  Plaa. 

3.  The  General  Conference  of  the  M,  E.  Churchy  South,  has  taught 
the  infraction  of  the  Plan. 

For  proof  of  this  we  peed  go  no  further  than  the  famous  report  on 
the  episcopacy,  in  which  the  Conference  sanctions  the  breaches  of  the 
Plan  as  taught  by  the  convention,  and  as  was  taught  and  practiced  by 
Bishops  Soule  and  Andrew,  from  the  session  of  the  convention  in 
May,  1845,  to  the  session  of  the  Conference  in  May,  1846.  This  docu- 
ment will  be  found  in  the  Western  Christian  Advocate  of  June  26th, 
1846,  arid  in  the  Richmond  Advocate  of  May  2l8t,  1846.  The  report 
fully  clears  Bishops  Soule  and  Andrew  of  any  blame  for  occupying 
Cincinnati,  the  Kenhawa  district,  &c.,  and  gives  such  full  latitude  of 
interpretation,  that  the  limitations  of  the  Plan  became  a  perfect  nullity. 
Our  limits  will  not  allow  us  to  quote  the  report,  but  it  can  be  perused 
in  the  papers,  as  cited  above,  as  well  as  in  all  the  southern  papers. 

4.  The  Annual  Conferences ,  editors,  and  leading  members  of  the  neu> 
Churchy  maintain  the  infraction  of  the  Plan  in  perfect  accordance  with 
the  acts  of  their  convention,  their  General    Conference,  and  their  bishops. 

It  were  useless  to  make  quotations  on  this  point.  Their  press  teems 
with  approving  acts  of  Annual  Conferences,  and  the  labored  essays  and 
constant  admissions  of  editors  and  correspondents,  upholding  fully  their 
conventional,  episcopal,  and  General  Conference  decisions  and  acts. 
And  from  all  this  there  is  no  dissent  in  any  quarter. 

11.  The  bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in  their 
official  administration,  have  actually  broken  the  Plan. 

As  undoubted  and  official  testimony  on  this  point,  we  need  only 
quote  the  report  on  this  subject,  by  our  excellent  and  devoted  bishops, 
which,  at  the  request  of  the  General  Conference,  they  furnished  the 
committee.     This  official  document  is  as  follows : — 

To  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  tlie  Church. 
In  compliance  with  a  request  of  the  General  Conference,  made  on 
the  6th  instant,  the  superintendents  present  to  you  such  information 
as  they  possess  in  regard  to  alledged  infractions  of  the  "  Plan  of  Sepa- 
ration," on  the  part  of  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  by  which  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
has  been  injuriously  deprived  of  portions  of  its  territory  and  members. 
They  must  be  understood  as  giving  the  most  authentic  statements 
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which  have  come  to  their  ears,  without  vouching  their  own  personal 
knowledge  for  the  correctness  of  every  item  thus  presented.  They 
are,  nevertheless,  impressed  with  a  conviction  of  the  truth  of  the  state- 
ments generally,  as  hereinafter  made. 

They  commence  first  with  Baltimore  Conference.    Within  its  bounds 

there  is  a  portion  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  situated  between  the  Potomac 

and  Rappahannock  Rivers,  commonly  called  the  "  Northern  Neck," 

embracing  the  counties  of  King  George,  Westmoreland,  Richmond, 

Northumberland,  and  Lancaster.     These  counties  contained  the  fol- 

k>wing  cirenits,  (having  a  membership  of  eight  hundred  to  a  thousand,) 

namely,  King  George,  Westmoreland,  and  Lancaster,   each  having 

preachers  annually  appointed  to  it  from  the  Baltinaore  Conference.    At 

different  times  each  of  those  circuits  determined  to  attach  themselves 

to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  not  as  border  societies^  but  as  ctr- 

cmts.     To  all  of  them  preachers  have  been  sent  from  the  Virginia 

Conference,  who  are  there  at  present,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  ministers 

of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.     From  the  Conference  of  1847 

preachers  were  sent  to  this  portion  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  who 

fonnd  on  their  arrival  the  circuits  under  the  pastoral  care  of  ministers 

of  the  Virginia  Conference.     The  ministers  sent  from  the  Baltimore 

Conference,  not  being  able  to  have  access  to  the  preaching  places  or 

societies,  were  withdraiwn  after  suitable  time,  and  sent  to  places  where 

they  were  needed,  except  one,  who  was  left  in  the  charge  of  the  whole 

ield  of  labor.     At  present  this  place  appears  on  the  Minutes,  "  to  be 

supplied."     No  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  now  in 

this  ancient  portion  of  the  Baltimore  Conference » 

Warrenton  circuit  has  been  occupied  between  one  and  two  years 
with  preachers  from  the  Virginia  Conference ;  but  as  the  circuit  did 
not  go  to  the  Church,  South,  in  whole,  a  portion  thereof  continuing  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  a  preacher  from  the  Baltimore  Con- 
ference has  been  continued  there.  Some  of  the  societies  which  voted 
to  go  to  the  Church,  South,  were  strictly  border  societies,  but  others 
also  went  which  were  as  strictly  interior  societies.  One  of  the 
diorches,  (Wesley  Chapel,)  where  a  majority  adhered  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  was  forcibly  entered,  and  new  locks  were  attached 
to  its  doors  ;  and  the  Church,  South,  has  it  in  possession  at  the  present 
tone,  unless  the  civil  court  has  recently  decided  a  suit,  which  was  in- 
stitQied  for  the  property,  in  favor  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Harrisonburg,  in  Rockingham  county,  Virginia,  unquestionably  an 
interior  society,  having  by  a  majority  of  votes  determined  to  connect 
themselves  with  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  a  preacher  from  the  Vir- 
ginia Conference  has  been  appointed  to  labor  there.  A  minority  ad- 
hering to  the  M.  E.  Church  are  under  the  pastoral  care  of  one  of  its 
ministers.  .  The  church  was  in  a  course  of  litigation  a  few  months 
since,  and  probably  the  case  has  not  been  decided  by  the  court.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  get  possession  of  the  parsonage  in  Harrisonburg 
for  the  Church,  South,  but  with  what  success  there  is  no  information. 
Leesburg,  a  station  belonging  to  the  Baltimore  Conference,  clearly 
an  interior  society,  has  been  visited  by  a  preacher  from  *the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  much  agitation  produced  in  the  society  and 


168  It^aUums  of  the  Plan. 

in  the  community,  and  a  suit  at  law  commenced  for  the  church  edi- 
fice.  Whether  the  effort  is  still  persisted  in  to  occupy  this  placfe  im 
not  certainly  known.  That  which  makes  this  case  even  a  glaring  one 
is  the  fact,  that  the  majority  of  the  society  voted  to  adhere  to  the  M.  £. 
Church.  There  are  other  instances  of  the  violation  of  the  Plan  of 
Separation,  in  the  opinion  of  some  equally  apparent  with  the  instances 
given  in  this  paper,  of  which  more  certain  information  may  be  obtained 
from  Rev.  Messrs.  William  Hamilton,  N.  J. ;  B.  Morgan,  S.  A.  Roazel, 
John  Bear,  and  J.  A.  Collins,  members  of  this  General  Conference. 

Kanawha  District^  in  the  north-west  part  of  Virginia,  is  a  part  of 
Ohio  Conference.  In  1845  that  work  was  eupplied  from  the  Ohio 
Conference,  as  usual.  The  preachers  were  received,  with  one  ex- 
ception, as  far  as  we  know,  namely,  Parkersburg  station.  A  part  of 
the  members  there  refused  to  receive  any  preacher  from  Ohio  Confer- 
ence. They  rejected  the  preacher  sent  to  them,  not  for  any  objection 
to  him  personally,  but  because  he  came  from  Ohio ;  and  by  threats  of 
violence,  and  preparation  to  execute  those  threats  on  a  given  day, 
compelled  him  to  leave  the  place,  and  took  possession  of  the  chapel. 
He,  however,  returned  after  some  weeks,  and  in  connection  with  the 
preacher  of  the  adjoining  circuit,  to  which  they  were  transferred, 
served  the  remaining  members  of  the  scattered  flock  in  another  house. 
These  outcast  members  have  since  erected  a  chapel  for  themselves, 
in  which  they  worship  undisturbed ;  while  the  old  chapel  is  supplied 
from  Kentucky  Conference,  of  the  M.  £.  Church,*  South.  Parkersburg 
is  not  a  border  station.  It  is  the  county-seat  of  Wood  county,  situated 
at  the  junction  of  Little  Kanawha  and  Ohio  Rivers,  and  is  about  se- 
venty-five miles  from  the  nearest  point  of  the  Kentucky  state  line ;  so 
that  the  Kentucky  preachers  had  to  travel  that  distance  through  our 
work  to  reach  it,  though  they  now  occupy  other  places  through  our 
work  between  that  and  Kentucky.  No  preachers  were  appointed  from 
the  Kentucky  Conference  of  1845  to  the  Kanawha  district;  but  some 
were  sent  there,  as  we  learn,  during  that  Conference  year,  by  a  pre- 
siding elder,  that  made  breaches  in  some  of  our  circuits.  In  1846  the 
Kanawha  district  was  all  supplied  from  the  Ohio  Conference,  as  usual, 
though  the  societies  in  some  places  were  divided  by  Southern  influ- 
ence. A  few  weeks  afterward  a  second  supply  was  sent  from  Ken- 
tucky Conference,  as  we  learned  from  the  newspapers.  Since  that 
time  there  have  been  two  presiding  elders,  and  two  sets  of  preachers 
there :  one  from  Ohio  Conference,  and  the  other  from  Kentucky  Con- 
ference. Indeed  it  is  alledged  that,  at  the  last  session  of  the  Kentucky 
Conference,  they  divided  the  district ;  so  that  the  old  Kanawha  district 
is  now  occupied  by  three  presiding  elders-H>ne  from  Ohio,  and  two 
irom  Kentucky. 

These  are  the  most  material  facts  which  have  been  reported  to  us, 
bearing  on  the  point  of  inquiry  submitted  to  us,  so  far  as  Kanawha 
district  is  concerned. 

'^  Scute  Chapel^  Cincinnati, — In  1834  Cincinnati,  which  had  pre- 
viously been  one  charge,  was  divided  into  two,  '^  Wesley  Chapel "  and 
^  Fourth-street.''    Each  had  definite  bounds,  within  wUch  the  stationed 
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ministeT  had  exclusive  pastoral  functions.  Private  members  were 
advised  to  observe  these  limits  in  fixing  and  holding  their  membership, 
but  were  not  considered  hound  to  do  so,  and  did  not  in  all  cases  prac- 
tice it.  But  class  Iheetings,  &c.,  were  held  in  strict  regard  to  this 
prorision. 

New  preachmg  places  have  been  opened  in  these  charges,  under 
the  direction  and  countenance  of  the  presiding  elder  and  preachers  in 
charge,  have  matured  societies,  and  have  been  finally  formed  into 
Btations  by  the  presiding  bishops  and  received  preachers. 

In  1844  the  first  city  missionary  was  appointed,  and  was  supported 
by  a  City  Missionary  Society  whose  object  was  to  carry  the  gospel  to 
the  destitute.  The  first  year,  with  the  approbation  of  those  having 
authority  to  direct  him,  he  formed  three  societies,  namely,  the  Bethel, 
Ebenezer,  and  Maley  Chapel,  and  succeeded  in  erecting  two  small 
chapels  for  '*  Ebenezer"  and  "  Maley  "  in  the  north-west  part  of  the 
city  and  suburbs.  By  permission,  he  exercised  pastoral  authority  in 
some  or  all  of  these  societies. 

In  1845  the  same  brother,  Rev.  G.  W.  Maley,  was  reappointed  to 
the  same  mission.  At  the  same  time  two  of  the  aforesaid  societies, 
''  Bethel "  and  **  Ebenezer,"  were  made  stations,  and  Rev.  J.  W.  White 
and  Rev.  Joseph  Bruner  were  appointed  to  serve  them.  These  two 
stations  were  marked  out  by  metes  and  bounds,  as  h^  been  invariably 
done  when  new  stations  were  formed  in  Cincinnati.  This  was  done 
in  council  with  the  presiding  elder  of  Cincinnad  district,  two  or  three 
days  after  Conference  closed,  it  having  been  forgotten  in  the  pressure 
of  Conference  business.  Letters  were  written  by  the  presiding  bishop 
to  brothers  White  lemd  Bruner,  defining  by  streets,  &c.,  the  bounds  of 
the  new  charges ;  and  the  city  missionary  had  Maley  Chapel,  and  the 
region  around  it,  set  apart  from  all  the  stations  as  his  special  field  of 
labor,  within  which,  and  nowhere  else^  he  was  to  exercise  pastoral 
functions.  As  the  superintendent,  however,  was  in  haste,  he  did  not 
write  to  the  missionary,  but  requested  the  presiding  elder,  brother 
Morley,  to  give  him  the  information. 

Three  objects  were  sought  in  this  arrangement : — 

First,  As  the  City  Mission  had  lost  two  principal  appointments,  it 
seemed  proper  to  encourage  the  missionary  by  assigning  him  the  pas- 
toral charge  of  this  precinct  territory,  which  was  fast  filling  up,  and 
which  must,  of  course,  receive  most  of  his  labors. 

Second,  Ebenezer  station  bordered  on  Maley  Chapel,  and  the  popu- 
lation and  territory  were  enough  to  be  under  the  pastoral  care  of  one 
man,  after  Maley  Chapel  and  its  territory  were  taken  off. 

Third,  It  seemed  to  the  presiding  bishop  proper  that  each  city 
preacher  should  have  exclusive  pastoral  authority  within  his  own 
charge ;  and,  though  no  rupture  was  then  dreamed  of,  it  was  thought 
the  exercise  of  pastoral  functions  by  the  missionary  within  the  differ- 
ent charges  would  derange  and  disorder  the  work. 

Within  three  or  four  weeks  after  these  arrangements  were  made,  the 
city  missionary  obtained  leave  from  the  City  Missionary  Board  to 
preach  in  '<  Vine-street  Churchy"  an  old  deserted  building  within  the 

J?2 
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bounds  of  Morris  Chapel  charge,  from  one-half  to  three-foniths  of  a 
mile  from  **  Maley  Chapel "  chturge,  and  in  the  heart  of  the  city.  If  we 
understand  correctly,  lx>th  the  presiding  elder  and  the  Board  deny  that 
the  missionary  received  any  authority  to  form  a  Society  there,  or  do 
any  other  act  which  belonged  to  the  pastoral  oversight.  He  received 
no  such  authority  from  the  bishop. 

A  number  of  brethren,  however,  obtained  certificates,  and  presented 
them  to  the  city  missionary,  not  in  his  own  charge,  but  at  "Vine- 
street,"  and  in  the  very  heart  of  the  city  he  proceeded  to  take  posses- 
sion of  his  brother's  territory,  and  form  a  society.  Having  increased 
it  to  a  company  of  several  scores,  it  voted  to  go  South,  was  created  ^  a 
charge  "  by  the  authority  of  Bishop  Andrew,  and  Revs.  £.  W.  Sehon, 
G.  W.  Maley,  (the  missionary,)  and  S.  A.  Latta,  were  appointed  to 
serve  it  as  ministers  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South.  Bishop  Andrew 
named  it  <*  Yinb-Street  Charge,  a  border  society,"  &c.  In  a  short 
time  this  society  purchased  a  church,  in  the  heart  of  ''Wesley  Chapel 
charge,"  so  that  between  it  and  the  border,  or  the  Ohio  River,  interposes 
.  one  whole  charge,  the  Bethel,  which  makes  Soule  Chapel  as  truly  an 
interior  station  as  though  it  were  in  Columbus  or  Cleveland. 

^^ Andrew  Chapel^  Cincinnati.^*'-^*  Andrew  Chapel "  was  purchased 
a  few  months  since  by  the  *^  Soule  Chapel "  society,  and  stands  within 
the  bounds  of  Nkth-street  charge,  having,  like  "  Soule  chapel,"  one 
whole  charge — "  Morris  Chapel" — between  it  and  the  border  or  river. 
It  is  understood  to  have  regular  preaching,  but  whether  placed  on  the 
Minutes  of  the  M.  £.  Church,  South,  as  a  distinct  charge  we  know 
not,  but  understand  that  pastoral  authority  is  exercised  there  in  the 
formation  of  classes,  receiving^members,  and  exercising  discipline. 

Statement  of  encroachment  on  the  territory  of  the  Philadelphia  Con- 
ference by  the  M.  £.  Church,  South. — Accomac  and  Northampton  coun* 
ties,  Va.,  are  separated  from  the  Virginia  Conference  by  a  broad  bay, 
(the  Chesapeake,)  in  every  place  from  fifteen  to  thirty  miles  wide. 
The  first  place  that  voted  to  unite  with  the  Church  South  was  Cape- 
ville  in  Northampton,  about  seven  miles  north  of  Cape  Charles.  The 
next  place  at  which  the  vote  was  taken  was  Salem,  eight  miles  north 
of  Capeville,  which,  by  a  strong  majority,  had  previously  determined 
to  stay  with  us.  The  next  place  was  Johnson's  Chapel,  about  ten 
miles  north  of  Salem,  which,  by  a  small  majority,  preferred  the  Church 
South.  The  next  place  reported  to  have  chosen  the  Church  South 
was  Bethel,  in  Occahannock  Neck.  Here  no  vote  was  taken,  but 
some  friends  of  the  Church  South  went  around  to  the  houses  of  the 
members,  and  reported  that  they  had  obtained  a  majority  for  the  new 
organization.  These  were  all  that  had  declared  for  the  South  before 
Mr.  Moorman  was  sent  over.  Some  time  after  his  arrival,  Franktown, 
five  or  six  miles  north  of  Johnson's,  gave  a  majority  of  one  vote,  for 
the  South,  by  getting  together  members  who  had  not  attended  class  for 
years.  Pungotraque,  in  Accomac  county,  about  ten  miles  further  north, 
after  giving  a  majority  to  remain  in  the  old  Church  several  times,  at 
length  chose  the  new  Church  by  a  small  majority.  And,  finally,  Ciad- 
dockville,  a  few  miles  south-east  of  Pungotraque,  in  a  neck,  gave  a 
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majority  for  the  Church  South.    There  is  no  appointment  between  any 

of  the  above  and  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

Signed  E.  Heddino, 

B.  Waugh, 
Thomas  A.  Morris, 
L.  L.  Hamline, 
Edmund  S.  Janes. 

Although  the  Plan  could  have  no  reference  to  the  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  or  Ohio  Conference,  nevenheless  allowing  that  these  con- 
ferences could  be  the  theatre  of  the  operations  of  the  Plan  on  their 
soQthem  verge,  the  framers  of  the  Plan,  in  reference  to  majorities  of 
societies  or  stations,  as  well  as  to  internal  societies,  have  been  over- 
looked by  the  Southern  bishops.    At  first,  by  the  concession  of  aU, 
the  Plan  was  confined  to  the  thirteen  Conferences  in  the  slaveholding 
states.    Next,  it  was  extended  by  the  South  to  the  ether  Conferences ; 
and  even  in  these  the  border  regulations  were  disregarded,  and  South- 
ern encroachment  stopped  at  nothing.    While  our  bishops,  individually, 
in  laudable  submission  to  the  episcopal  board,  have,  on  their  part,  most 
scrupulously  observed  the  regulations  of  the  Plan^  the  bishops  of  the* 
new  Church  have  trampled  under  foot  ^he  provisions  of  die  Plan, 
while  at  the  same  time  they  have  professed  to  be  governed  by  it ;  and 
although  the  authorities  of  the  M.  £.  Church  did  their  utmost  to  pre- 
serve the  line  unbroken,  it  was  unavailing.    The  authorities  of  the  M. 
£.  Church,  South,  by  precept  and  example,  have  broken  over  the  bar-> 
hers,  and  the  line,  by  their  doing,  has  no  longer  any  being.     They 
themselves  have  destroyed  the  Plan,  and  have  placed  it  now  beyond' 
the  reach  of  the  M.  E.  Church  to  restore  the  boundaries.    Nor  is  there 
sow  any  hope  that  measures  could  be  taken  to  restore  the  line  or  con- 
timie  it,  did  it  exist.    The  General  Conference  of!  the  M.  E.  Church, 
Sooth,  by  the  following  resolution,  in  their  report  on  the  administration 
of  their  bishops,  have  decided  this  point.    They  say, 

"  Resolvedj  That  after  a  full  and  patient  examination  of  the  particu* 
lais  of  the  administration  of  the  Southern  bishops,  in  relation  to  the- 
Plan  of  Separation,  the  General  Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church,. 
South,  consider  the  charges  so  repeatedly  made  by  the  editors  and 
correspondents  of  the  Western  Christian  Advocate,  and  the  Christian 
Advocate  and  Journal,  against  Bishops  Soule  and  Andrew,  as  entirely 
groundless,  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  administration  aforesaid  has 
been  strictly  conformed  to  the  rule  set  forth  by  authority  of  the  Gene- 
ral Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church  in  its  legislation  on  this  subject  in 
1844." 

Thus,  the  administration  of  the  Southern  bishops  has  been  sustained 
by  their  General  Conference.  They  have,  therefore,  in  advance  of. 
the  M.  E.  Church,  overthrown  the  Plan,  and  have  left  none  of  it  re-^ 
maining  for  us  to  overthrow,  and  now,  in  pronouncing  it  nuU  and  void^ 
the  South  have  compelled  to  this  action. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Georob  Pick,  Chedmuuu    . 
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K.— PASTORAL  ADDRESS 

Of  the  General  Ccnfos/snce  to  the  Members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church. 

Dearly  Beloved  Brethren, — ^Under  a  solemn  sense  of  our  respon- 
8ibilit7,  as  the  representatives  in  General  Conference  of  your  pastors 
and  ministers  in  Christ  Jesus,  we  cannot  permit  this  occasion  to  pass 
away  without  tendering  to  you  our  Christian  salutations,  with  such 
advice  and  counsel  as  present  circumstances  seem  to  require. 

Since  the  last  General  Conference  we  have  had  numerous  and 
varied  proofs  of  the  divine  goodness  and  mercy  toward  us,  as  a  branch 
of  Christ's  visible  Church,  which  demand  our  most  fervent  and  devout 
gratitude.  Among  these,  we  would  desire  especially  to  mention  the 
preservation  of  a  sound  evangelical  theology,  as  contained  m  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  taught  by  Mr.  Wesley  and  the  fathers  of  Me* 
thodism;  tho  continuance  of  a  godly  ministry,  who  are  constantly 
laboring  to  save  sinners,  and  raise  up  a  holy  people ;  the  manifest 
tokens  of  divine  approbation  which  still  attend  their  labors ;  and  the 
consequent  awakening,  conversion,  and  sanctification  of  souls.  We 
rejoice  also  to  see  the  improvement  which  has  been  made  in  our 
Church  in  her  various  departments  and  operations.  In  v the  cause  of 
missions,  Sunday  schools,  temperance,  religious  literature,  and  sound 
Christian  education,  though  we  are  far  from  thinking  that  we  have 
fuUy  met  our  increasing  obligations ;  yet  we  feel  that  we  have  great 
reason  to  be  thankful  to  Him  who  worketh  all  good  in  man,  and  to 
whom  must  be  given  the  praise  of  every  good  thing.  Nor  can  we 
omit  to  mention,  among  the  causes  of  gratitude  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, what  we  regard  as  a  signal  mark  of  the  divine  goodness,  that  at 
a  period  when  we,  and  many  with  us,  had  so  much  reason  to  appre- 
hend a  painful,  if  not  a  disastrous  session  of  our  General  Conference, 
we  have  been  graciously  kept  in  the  utmost  harmony  snd  fraternal 
concord.  No  session  of  this  body,  probably,  has  been  attended  with 
more  evident  marks  of  a  Christian  affection  among  the  members.  The 
uniformly  courteous  and  Christian  bearing  of  the  brethren  toward  each 
other,  even  in  their  warmest  and  most  interesting  discussions,  has  been 
truly  delightful.  In  all  this  we  cannot  but  see  and  acknowledge  the 
hand  of  God ;  nor  can  we  fail  to  acknowledge,  beloved  friends  and 
brethren  in  Christ,  that  we  are  greatly  indebted  to  your  prayers  and 
intercessions,  which,  we  believe,  have,  day  and  night,  gone  up  in  our 
behalf  to  the  throne  of  God. 

But  while  we  have  so  many  evidences  of  the  divine  goodness  toward 
us,  we  must  not  conceal  from  ourselves  that  we  rest  under  a  fearful 
weight  of  responsibility ;  and  it  behooves  us  to  take  good  heed  to  our 
ways  lest,  after  all,  we  betray  our  trust  As  God,  in  his  grace  and 
providence,  is  enlarging  our  means  and  facilities  for  cultivating  his 
vineyard,  we  must  take  care  that  we  faithfully  improve  the  talents  in- 
trusted to  us.  And«here  permit  us,  in  virtue  of  our  office  as  your 
ministers,  in  Christ's  name,  to  address  you  in  the  words  of  faithful 
admonition. 
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We  sincerely  hope  that  in  the  increasing  facility  enjoyed  by  your 
ministers  of  the  present  day  for  intellectual  impxoyement  and  literary 
cultivation,  that  while  you  may  duly  appreciate  whatever  advantages 
yoa  enjoy  in  this  respect,  you  will  still  bear  in  %ind  that  it  is  by  the 
^preaching  of  the  cross"  alone  that  God  will  convert  the  world. 
However  highly,  therefore,  you  may  enjoy  a  cultivated  ministry,  never 
be  satisfied  with  any  preaching  that  does  not  direct  the  soul  to  Christ. 
Upon  this  subject,  however,  we  will  not,  and  we  trust  we  need  not, 
enlarge.  We  believe  that  you  feel  as  deeply  as  ourselves  that  the 
health  of  the  Church  and  salvation  of  the  world  depend,  under  God, 
on  a  ministry,  the  subject  and  end  of  whose  preaching  is  "  Christ  cm- 
eified'' — ^"'Christ  the  wisdom  of  God  and  the  power  of  God,"  "the 
only  name  given  under  heaven  among  men  whereby  we  can  be  saved." 

We  would  call  your  attention  also  to  the  necessity  of  maintaining  in 
parity  and  vigor  that  form  of  Christianity  which  God  has  committed  to 
our  keeping.  While  we  look  with  Christian  affection  on  all  our  sister 
evangelical  Churches,  and  bid  them  God  speed  in  our  common  work 
of  saving  men,  we  must  not  forget  that  there  is  a  peculiar  adaptation 
in  the  economy  of  Methodism  to  the  great  purposes  of  the  gospel,  and 
that  onr  ecclesiastical  institutions  have  been  especially  owned  of  Grod, 
and  signalized  by  a  remarkable  success.  And,  while  we  are  willing 
to  allow  that,  in  certain  subsidiary  prudential  arrangements,  we  may 
very  properly  consult  changes  in  the  social  state  and  habits,  and 
adapt  our  modes  of  operation  to  special  occasions  and  emergencies, 
we  must  still  remain  steadfast  in  whatever  is  essentially  characteristio 
of  primitive  Methodism.  Especially  we  would  insist  on  the  necessity 
of  a  faithful  and  diligent  attendance  upon  aU  the  public  and  soci^d 
means  of  grace.  A  decent  regard  for  religious  consistency,  and  even 
conformity  to  reputable  usage  in  society,  and  other  motives  not  strictly 
Christian,  may  lead  persons  to  attend  the  ministry  of  the  word.  But 
we  trust  you  wUl  show  the  sincerity  of  your  profession  and  the  earnest 
nature  of  your  piety,  not  only  by  diligence  in  attending  public  service, 
bat  also  by  a  close  attendance  upon  those  means  of  grace  which  are 
peculiar  to  ourselves.  We  grieve  to  hear  that  in  many  parts  of  our 
woriL  there  is  a  great,  and,  we  fear,  an  increasing,  neglect  of  those  most 
important  means  of  improvement  in  religious  experience  and  character 
— Hsiass  meetings.  We  pray  you,  beloved  brethren  and  friends,  do  not 
help,  by  any  neglect  of  yours,  to  prostrate,  or  cause  to  be  undervalued, 
what  has  been  found  of  such  inestimable  service  in  our  Zion,  and  which 
has,  more  than  any  prudential  institution  among  us,  served  to  keep  alive, 
in  our  body  the  life  and  power  of  godliness. 

But  we  find  it  impracticable  to  dwell  at  length  upon  particulars. 
Let  us,  then,  exhort  you  generally  to  care  and  faithfulness  in  observing 
the  General  Rules  of  our  societies.  It  behooves  us  to  be  watchful, 
lest,  as  Providence  increases  our  secular  and  social  advantages,  we 
lose  somewhat  of  the  purity  and  simplicity  of  the  Christian  character. 
With  an  increase  of  wealth,  taste,  and  re6nement,  therefore,  will 
naturally  arise  increased  temptations  to  worldly  pursuits  and  com* 
pUances,  and  practices  that  are  not  after  Christ,  and  "  do  not  tend  to 
the  knowledgn  and  love  of  God,"  or  to  holy  living.    It  is  to  be  feared 
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that  in  some  places  the  spiritaality  of  our  Church  is  suffering  from 
inattention  to  these  considerations,  and  a  want  of  sufficient  care.  This 
is  no  time  for  indifference.  We  must  preserve  the  ancient  landmaiks. 
As  our  General  Rules^re  such  as  commend  themselves  to  every  truly 
awakened  conscience,  we  hope  that  they  may  everywhere'  be  strictly 
and  conscientiously  observed. 

Among  the  means  of  maintaining  the  purity  and  permanence  of  the 
Church  of  Christ,  nothing  is  more  essential  than  a  strict  observance  of 
the  Lord's  day.  We  trust  you  will  ever  remember  the  sabbath-day  to 
keep  it  holy.  God  and  his  Church  demand  this  of  you,  and  the  inte- 
rests of  mankind  depend  on  it.  We  hope  you  will  not  only  abstain 
from  your  ordinary  secular  em]^oyments  on  that  day,  and  from  all 
labors  except  those  of  necessity  or  mercy,  strictly  so  called,  but  also 
from  social  calls  and  visits,  and  from  everything  that  would  prevent 
the  entire  consecration  of  this  day  by  yourselves  and  others  to  the 
immediate  service  of  God.  We  recommend,  also,  that  you  render 
whatever  assistance  you  can,  prudently  and  judiciously,  to  promote  the 
observance  of  the  sabbath  in  the  community. 

Closely  connected  with  the  observance  of  the  sabbath  is  the  reli* 
gious  instruction  of  children.  We  do  not  mean  that  this  work  is  to  be 
confined  to  the  sabbath.  Far  from  it.  Yet  the  sabbath  affords  so 
favorable  an  opportunity  for  the  performance  of  this  duty,  and  the  duty 
is  so  appropriate  to  the  day,  that  we  cannot  but  look  upon  both  as 
closely  connected.  Certainly  parents  cannot  '<  sanctify  the  sabbath" 
more  effectually  than  by  employing  the  intervals  between  public  ser- 
vice  in  reading  the  Bible,  or  interesting  religious  books,  to  their  chil- 
.dren,  teaching  them  our  forms  of  Catechism,  or  in  some  way  takins 
pains  to  imprint  upon  their  infant  or  youthful  minds  the  great  and 
beautiful  things  of  God's  word.  This  work  must  be  attended  to.  We 
are  called  to  it  by  every  holy  obligation,  and  by  the  most  profound  and 
far-reaching  considerations.  Let  us  be  in  earnest  upon  it.  We  fear 
that  many  children,  of  even  professedly  religious  parents,  grow  up 
fearfully,  shamefully  ignorant  of  the  Bible,  and  of  the  great  doctrines 
of  Christianity.  These  things  ought  not  so  to  be.  Nor  can  the  sab- 
bath schdol  make  up  for  the  lack' of  parental  duty  in  this  matter.  We 
rejoice  in  the  success  of  the  sabbath-school  cause,  and  trust  you  will 
spare  no  pains  to  make  this  method  of  religious  instruction  as  efficient 
as  possible.  Still,  this  oannot  do  the  woi^  of  the  parent,  though  it 
may  afford  him  most  important  aid.  Remember  the  words  of  God  to 
his  ancient  Church,  "  Therefore  shall  ye  lay  up  these  my  words  in 
your  heart,  and  in  your  sou],  and  bind  them  for  a  sign  upon  your  hand, 
that  they  may  be  as  frontlets  between  your  eyes.  And  ye  shall  teach 
them  your  children,  speaking  of  them  when  thou  sittest  in  thine  house, 
and  when  thou  walkest  by  the  way,  when  thou  lieet  down,  and  when 
thou  risest  up.  And  thou  shalt  write  them  upon  the  door-posts  of  thine 
house,  and  upon  thy  gates,  that  your  days  may  be  multiplied,  and  the 
d^  of  your  children,  in  the  land  which  the  Lord  sware  unto  your 
fathers  to  give  them,  as  the  days  of  heaven  upon  the  earth."  Deot. 
»,  18r-21. 

We  thiak  it  piope^  to  call  yous-  attention  to  a  change  in  one  of  the 
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Greneral  Rules  of  our  united  societies.  We  allude  to  the  one^on  in- 
toxicating liquors.  By  the  concurrent  votes  of  the  General  and  An- 
nual Conferences,  Mr.  Wesley's  rule  on  this  subject,  which  prohibits 
buying  and  selling,  as  well  as  using,  spirituous  liquors  as  a  beverage, 
has  been  restored.  To  the  restoration  of  this  rule  we  felt  dhren,  as 
well  by  the  propriety  of  the  thing  as  by  the  force  of  public  sentiment. 
Consistency  of  conduct,  and  a  regard  to  our  moral  and  religious 
responsibilities,  would  permit  no  longer  delay.  Methodism  was  at 
the  first  far  in  advance  of  the  general  opinion  in  regard  to  the  use  of 
ardent  spirits,  and  it  would  be  a  shameful  act  of  dereliction  now  to  fall 
in  the  rear.  It  has  become  the  belief  of  almost  all  enlightened  and 
pious  persons  that  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  as 
well  as  their  use,  for  a  beverage,  are  inconsistent  with  an  elevated 
standard  of  morals,  as  well  as  with  sound  views  of  Christian  obliga- 
tion. It  is,  therefore,  our  decided  opinion  that  no  countenance  or 
support  should  be  given,  nor  ecclesiastical  justification  extended,  to  a 
practice  so  utterly  inimical  to  the  safety  and  well-being  of  society, 
and  so  ruinous  to  individual  character  and  happiness,  both  in  this 
world  and  the  next,  as  that  which  is  herein  condemned^  But  while 
we  recommend  a  strict  observance  of  this  rule,  and  ask  your  faithful 
and  strenuous  co-operation  to  render  it  practically  efficient,  still,  as 
its  restoration  is  recent,  and  must  have  somewhat  the  nature  of  a  re- 
trospective or  ex  post  facto  law,  we  also  recommend  a  reasonable  for- 
bearance with  delinquents,  and  also  kindness  and  gentleness  in  the 
mode  of  its  enforcement.  These  remarks  have  a  special  reference  to 
those  who  were  engaged  in  the  liquor  business  prior  to  the  restoration 
of  the  rule.  It  will  be  well  to  allow  them  a  reason'able  time  to  with- 
draw their  capital,  and  invest  it  in  some  other  occupation.  What  may 
be  considered  a  reasonable  time  will  depend  on  circumstances,  which 
we  must  leave  to  your  consideration.  Be  mild  and  gentle,  yet  de- 
cided, with  offenders.  It  is  better  to  save  a  soul,  if  practicable,  than 
to  cut  him  off  without  hope  of  remedy ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
must  not  let  the  whole  Church  suffer  for  the  secular  interest,  or  the 
perverseness,  of  a  few  incorrigible  delinquents. 

It  will  naturally  be  expected  that  we  should  take  some  notice  in 
this  Address  of  the  peculiar  difficulties  of  our  Church,  which  have 
excited  so  much  attention  since  the  General  Conference  of  1844,  and 
which  have  constituted  one  of  the  most  delicate  topics  of  discussion 
before  us.  In  the  dispositibn  of  this  subject,  we  can  assure  you  that 
we  have  exercised  all  the  wisdom  and  discretion  that  Heaven  had 
confenred  upon  us.  That  we  have  succeeded  in  satisfying  all,  is 
more  than  we  can  reasonably  expect ;  yet  we  hope  that  the  measures 
adopted  will,  in  the  main,  prove  acceptable  to  the  great  body  of  our 
people. 

You  are,  no  doubt,  aware  that  we  have  received  numerous  petitions 
and  memorials  from  individuals  and  societies  residing  in  the  southern 
states,  praying  that  we  would  take  some  measures  whereby  they  might 
remain  in  the  Church  of  their  early  choice.  The  petitioners  thought 
)he  cause  of  separation  not  sufficient,  and  believed  it  to  be  their  duty 
to  contLnue  in  connection  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.    For 
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the  reasons,  moreover,  which  are  assigned  in  the  Report  of  the  CofD-* 
mittee  on  the  State  of  the  Church,  which  we  have  not  time  here  to 
enumerate,  we  felt  perfectly  at  liberty  to  declare  the  Plan  of  Separa- 
tion, as  it  was  called,  null  and  void.  We  felt  not  only  at  liberty  to  do 
this,  under  existing  circumstances,  but  we  also  believed  that  we  could 
not  otherwise  fulfiU  the  obligations  of  the  Church  to  those  who  still 
claim  her  fostering  care. 

BuP  while  we  felt  in  duty  bound  to  provide  for  our  adhering  mem- 
bers in  the  southern  states,  we  still  felt  disposed  to  do  all  we  could 
constitutionally  to  adjust,  in  some  amicable  way,  the  difficulty  in  re- 
gard to  the  invested  funds  of  the  Church.  You  will  easily  perceive 
that  this  was  a  question  of  peculiar  delicacy.  On  the  one  hand,  as 
the  permission  required  in  order  to  divide  the  funds  had  been  refused 
by  the  Annual  Conferences,  and  we  had,  therefore,  no  constitutional 
power  to  meet  the  claims  of  the  Church  South,  neither,  on  the  other 
hand,  werQ  we  disposed  to  reject  them  if  they  are  founded  in  justice 
and  equity.  Moreover,  we  felt  neither  disposed  nor  competent  to 
decide  this  question  for  ourselves,  and  on  our  sole  responsibility.  We 
have,  therefore,  made  arrangements  for  submitting  the  whole  question 
to  an  arbitration,  for  amicable  adjustment,  which  will  ultimately,  we 
trust,  give  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

If  the  measures  we  have  taken  in  this  whole  subject  do  not  seem  to 
you  the  most  judicious,  we  trust  you  will  duly  consider  the  extreme 
delicacy  and  difficulty  of  our  position.  We  were  of  different  opinions 
on  some  points,  and  yet  we  have  been  enabled  to  exercise  a  great 
degree  of  forbearance  and  kindness  toward  each  other,  so  that  our  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  have  led  to  no  alienation  of  feeling.  We  trust  it 
will  be  so  with  you.  Be  calm  and  prayerful.  If  you  do  not  at  once 
see  the  propriety  of  our  course,  be  patient.  Wait  until  you  shall  have 
had  time  maturely  to  weigh  the  matter,  and,  above  all,  take  no  rash 
step  that  may  cause  agitation  or  tumult  in  the  Church,  or  in  the  com- 
munity. We  trust  the  God  of  love  sxkd  peace  will  be  with  you,  and 
that  he  will  out  of  apparent  evil  bring  forth  good,  and  make  everything 
ultimately  redound  to  his  own  praise  and  glory. 

Finally,  beloved  brethren,  "whom  we  greatly  long  after  in  the 
bowels  of  Jesus  Christ,"  let  us  exhort  you  to  "  be  steadfast,  unmor- 
able,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord ;  forasmuch  as  ye 
know  that  your  labor  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.**  Live  in  the  exer- 
cise of  a  genial  charity  toward  one  another,  and  toward  all  mankind ; 
live  in  the  exercise  of  a  lively  faith  in  the  Son  of  God ;  cultivate  holi- 
ness of  heart,  purity  of  life,  and  all  the  graces  of  the  Christian  pro- 
fession. And  in  your  approaches  to  a  throne  of  grace,  do  not  neglect 
to  pray  for  immediate  and  continued  blessings  <from  the  Holy  Spirit 
upon  the  gospel  labors  of  your  servants  and  brethren  in  our  common 
Lord  and  Saviour.     In  behalf  of  the  General  Conference, 

Elijah  Heddino, 
B.  Wauoh, 
Thomas  A.  Morris, 
L.  L.  Hahline, 
Edmund  S.  James. 
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Rights  of  members  to  membership,  73, 
74, 117,  126. 

Ritual^  proposal  to  revise,  66. 

St.  Louis,  memorial  from,  19  ;    action 

thereon,  117. 
Savage,  J.,  letter  of,  37. 
Secret  societies,  paper  on,  37. 
Sellick,  E.  J.,  appeal  of,  introduced,  63 ; 

action  on,  116. 
Sexton,  resolution  to  pay,  117. 
Singing,  memorial  on,  from  West  Troy, 36. 
Slavery,  memorial  on,  from  Middletown, 

36 ;   resolution  of  1840  on,  59  ;  re. 

scinded,  125. 
Snifien,  B.  D.,  appeal  of,  introduced,  41 ; 

considered,  56,  58  ;  decided,  59. 
Soule,  Bishop,  communication  from,  43  ; 

Action  on,  45,47 ;  letter  from,  109,134, 
Spirituous  liquors,  Wesley's  rule  on,  79. 
Sprague,  Ezra,  appeal  of,  presented,  41 ; 

taken  up,  43  ;    considered,  48 ;   de. 

cided,  51 ;  questions  of  Troy  delega- 
tion on,  54 ;    referred  to  Law  Com. 

xaittee,  93  ;  answered,  129. 
StandiBg  Committees.  [See  Boundaries,] 
State  of  the  Church,  Committee  on,  or. 
.   dered,    8 ;    announced,    10 ;    report 

touching  Dr.  Feirce,  21 ;  questioning 

bishops,  24;    on  division   of  Church 

property,  47 ;  on  Sixth  Restrictive 
.  Rul€^  56 ;   declaring  division  uncon. 

siitutional,  73-94;   on  evil  results  of 

plan,  ll6.-lld  ;  final  report  presented, 
-  '    129 ;   adopted,  131 ;   report  on    pro. 

perty  question,  141 ;  final  report,  164 ; 

on  infractions  of  the  plan,  164. 
-.flt^tfons,  itinerancy   in,    petitioned  for, 

14,  60 ;  declared  inexpedient,.99. 
Stevens,  A.,  resignation  of,  120. 
Stowe,  T.,  business  of,  90. 
Strawberry  Plains,  paper  from,  15. 
SuDdtty.SchooV  Union,  memorial  of,  26  ; 

report  on,  12.1,  149;  Advocate,  109, 

113 ;  superintendenta,  28, 29  ;  deposi. 

tories  of  books,  113. 
Superannuates,  receipts  of,  to  be  report. 
'    ed,  [proposed,  14 ;    Southern,   propo- 

•ition  to  pay,  99 ;  considered,  110,  111 ; 

decided,  114r  rights  of,  where  resi. 

^nt,lk 


Table  expenses,  Cominitlie' on,  ^M.* 

able,  64, 102. 
Temperance,  Committee  on,  ordered,  8; 

announced,  9  ;    address   from    New. 

York  on,  20;  Discipline  on,  23,  2^; 

report  on,  51,  53,  79;  adopted,  ISU; 

the  report;  153. 
Testimony,  admissibility  of,  question  of 

law,  18,  127  ;  new,  inadmieatble  in 

appeals,  127. 
Tilton,  H.  C,  business  of,  112. 
Tippett,  C.  B.,  letter  from,  35 ;  report  oiiy.- 

49  ;  action  on,  50,  132. 
Tracts,  Committee  on,  8,  9 ;  report  on,' 

151. 
Traveling  cxpensep,  what,  64,  15J8. 
Trials,  carried  up  by  preacher,  127 ;  ap. 

pealed,  no  new  evidence  in,  127  ;  Coa. 

ference,  to  be  recorded,  99 ;  proposed,* 

to  be  by  Committee,  99, 103,  126. 
Troy  Conference,  resolutions  of,  37. 
Trustees    of   Churches,    proposition   to 

regulate,  term  of  ofiice,  28,  64,  65. 

Vote  of  thanks  to  citizens  of  Pitt8bui;g<h«- 
119,  132;  to  secretaries,  132;  to  Phi* 
lological  Institute,  133  ;  to  trustees  of 
churches,  133  ;  to  Mrs.  Nelson  Reed, 
35 ;  to  Dr.  Dixon,  15, 39  ;  to  be  pub. 
lished,  119. 

Wesleyans,  Canada,  representatives  from, 
12;  communication  from  Book  Com. 
mittee  of  Canada  Conference,  26 ;  Ad. 
dress  of  Canada  Conference,  34, 146 ; 
to  be  published,. 119;  address  of  dele. 
gates,  35 ;  report  on  communication 
of  Book  Committee,  49,  50 ;  address 
to,  adopted,  91,  148 ;  Dr.  Bangs 
chosen  delegate  to  Canada  Confer. 
ence,  131. 

Wesleyans,  English, communication  from,* 
59  ;  ordered,  reply  of  Committee  of 
Conference  read,  and  recommitted,  79, 
85 ;  adopted,  90 ;  report,  142 

Wesley  Chapel,  St.  Louis,  34,  11^. 

Welsh,  mission  to,  53. 

Westmoreland  petition,  resolution  ap. 
pended  to,  59  ;  re6cinded,125 ;  minotes 
relating  to,  stricken  out,  119. 

Widows,  Southern,  proposed  to  pay,  93,- 
110;  114. 

Withdrawal  of  Bishop  Soule,  45,  47 ;  of 
members,  30,  66. 

Wood,  A.,  business  of,  11,  23. 

Wood,  B.  C,  business  of,  12,  24. 

Wyandott  Indians,  memorial  from,  42; 
Committee  ordered,  4&;  report,  68. 

Zion*8  Herald,  proposal  to  transfer,  to 
General  Conference,  61 ;  negotistione 
ordered.  Ill,  115 ;  editoiud  in,  69, 70^ 
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SATURDAY  MORlilNG,  MAT  1. 

The  eleventh  deleffated  General  Conference  ctf  the  Meth-       May  i. 
odist  Episcopal  Church  assembled  in  the  Bramfield-street 
Church,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  orgwiiAUoa 
Bishops  Wangh,  Morris,  and  Janes  bemg  present. 

Bishop  Wangh  o])ened  the  sesnon  by  oeadine  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  and  singing  hymn  216,  and  prayer  by  brothers 
Laban  Clark  and  Jacob  Yoong ;  then  nngmg  hymn  212,  and 
prwrer  by  brothers  Peter  Cartwright  and  George  Gary. 

Joseph  M.  Trimble  and  Charles  Adams  were  requested 
to  act  as  secretaries  in  organisng  the  Conference. 

Bishop  Wan^h  called  the  Aminal  Conferences  in  order, 
and  the  following  delegates  presented  tiieir  certificates  of 
election,  and  were  recognised  as  members : — 

NeW'Torh  Confermce, — George  Peck,  Phineas  Rice, 
Peter  P.  Sandford,  Abiathar  M.  Osbon,  Joseph  Holdich, 
John  C.  Lyon,  Jarvis  Z.  Nichols. 

NeW'HampMre. — Osmon  C.  Baker,  Slisha  Adams,  Reu- 
ben Dearborn,  Elihu  Scott,  Elijah  Mason. 

TVoy. — Stephen  D.  Brown,  Barnes  M.  Hall,  Andrew 
Witherspoon,  John  Clark,  Zebukm  Phillips,  'Hmothy  Bene- 
dict, Desivignia  Rtark,  John  Frazer,  Reuben  Wescott. 

New -York  ^(u^— Nathan  Bangs,  Heman  Bangs,  Bar- 
tholomew Creagh,  James  H.  Perry,  Seymour  Luidon, 
Edwm  £.  Griswold,  L.  Clark. 

Weiiem  Virginia, — Samuel  G.  J.  Worthington,  Moses 
TichnelL 

Bast  ifom.— Nathan  D.  George,  William  H.  POlsbury, 
Albert  Church,  Asahel  Moore. 

Pittsburgh. — Thomas  M.  Hudson,  Homer  J.  Clarke,  An- 
drew Magee,  John  Coil,  William  Hunter,  Samuel  Wakefield. 

Vermont'— Joaeph  C.  Aspenwall»  Andes  T.  BuUard,  £d- 
mmid  Copeland. 

Wieeonsin. — Chauncey  Hobart^  William  H.  Sampson, 
Henry  SumnlerB. 
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Mij  L  Black  River, — George  Gary,  Hiram  Mattison,  Isaac  L. 

Hunt,  Arza  J.  Phelps,  Gardner  Baker,  Burroughs  Hohnes. 

Maine. — George  Webber,  Joseph  H.  Jenne,  Charles  C. 
Cone,  Aaron  Sanderson,  Stephen  Allen. 

Erk, — Calvin  Kingsley,  Hiram  Kinsley,  William  Patter- 
son, Bryan  S.  Hill,  William  H.  Hunter,  Edwin  J.  L.  Baker, 
James  H.  Whalen. 

Rock  River, — ^Asahel  E.  Phelps,  Luke  Hitchcock,  Ste- 
phen P.  Keyes,  Richard  Haney,  John  Chandler. 

Oneida. — David  Holmes,  Eluas  Bowen,  Daniel  W.  Bristol, 
William  Reddy,  Lyman  Speny,  Isaac  Parks,  Ephraim  B. 
Tenny,  John  M.  Snyder,  SUas  Comfort. 

North  Ohio, — ^Edward  Thomson,  John  H.  Power,  Heniy^ 
Whiteman,  Thomas  Barkdull,  John  Quigley,  Adam  Poe,' 
Hiram  M.  Shaffer. 

Iowa, — Henry  W.  Reed,  Joseph  Brooks. 

East  Genesee.^-rW^woi  Hosmer,  Moses  Crow,  John  Den- 
nis, John  G.  Gulick,  Benjamin  F.  Tefft,  H.  N.  Seaver. 

Korth  Indiana, — George  M.  Beswick,  William  H.  Goode, 
Samuel  T.  Gillett,  John  L.  Smith,  Joseph  Marsee,  John 
Daniel. 

Missouri, — Joseph  H.  Hopkins,  Christopher  L.  Houts. 

i/«?A»^an.— Wellington  H.  Collins,  Elijah  H.  Pilcher, 
Edward  M'Clure,  Francis  B.  Bangs,  Resin  Sapp. 

Genesee^ — ^Thomas  Carlton,  Ekazer  Thomas,  Philo  E. 
Brown,  Israel  Chamberlayne. 

Ohio, — William  Nast,  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Jacob  Younff, 
Charles  Elliott,  George  W.  Walker,  John  F.  Wright,  UriA 
Heath,  Zachariah  Connell,  Cyrus  Brooks,  Alfr^  M.  Lor- 
rain,  Michael  Marley,  Robert  O.  Spencer. 

Illinois. — Peter  Akers,  Peter  Cartwright,  James  B.  Cor- 
rington,  Georffe  Rutledge,  Philip  Euhl,  Colton  D.  James. 

Indiasia, — ^Siatthew  Simpson,  William  M.  Daily,  Edward 
R.  Ames,  James  Havens,  Elijah  Whitten,  Lucien  W.  Berry. 

Baltimore, — ^Nicholas  J.  B.  Morgan,  Alfred  Griffith,  John 
Davis,  Norval  Wilson,  John  A.  Collms,  John  Bear,  Heniy 
Slicer,  John  A.  Gere,  S.  Samuel  Rossell,  Aquila  A.  Reese, 
Charles  B.  Tippett,  Benj.  N.  Brown. 

Philadelphia. — Francis  Hodgson,  Levi  Scott,  John  P. 
Durbin,  David  Dailey,  Thomas  J.  Thompson,  William  Bans, 
Elijah  Miller,  James  Cunningham. 

New-Jersey, — John  M'Clmtock,  Geo.  F.  Brown,  Daniel 
P.  Kidder,  John  S.  Porter,  Jefferson  Lewis,  James  Ayars, 
Thomas  M'Carroll. 

Providence, — David  Patten,  Abel  Stevens,  Erastus  Ben- 
ton, Wm.  T.  Harlow,  Daniel  Webb,  Daniel  Wise. 

New-England, — ^Miner  Raymond,  Charles  K.  True,  Jef- 
ferson Haskall,  Charles  Adams,  James  Porter,  Amoe  Bin- 
uey. 


JovarwA  of  OeneM  Ctmfneneei  1862.  f 

The  Conference  proceeded  to  elect  a  Secretary  for  the       Mny  l 
present  session. 

A  motion  was  made  to  choose  by  nominaticm  and  elec-  BiMtton  orseo* 
tion.  -^  w*«y. 

A  substitute  was  offered  and  a4ppted»  to  proceed  by  bal- 
lot to  the  choice  of  Secretary. 

By  motion,  the  chair  was  requested  to  appoint  persons 
to  receive  and  count  the  ballots. 

Brothers  Cartwright  and  Holdich  were  appointed  by  the 
chair. 

Brothers  Ames  and  Slicer  were  requested,  by  the  chair, 
to  act  as  secretaries  to  the  tellers  in  counting  the  votes  cast 
for  Secretary. 

Jos.  M.  "nimble  was  chosen  Secretary. 

Moved  and  carried,  to  postpone  the  choice  of  Assistant 
Secretaries  till  Monday  next. 

Conference  agreed  to  open  their  sessions  at  8  o'clock.  Tine  of  opening 
A.  M.,  and  adjourn  at  12j,  P.  M.  Si.f*^'**" 

The  following  resolutions  prevailed : — 

He^olved,  T&t  the  Editors  of  the  General  Conference  pabUdOng  Oom- 
papers,  who  are  members  of  this  body,  and  the  Editor  of   ^**^^ 
/Son's  Herald,  be  a  Committee  to  employ  a  Reporter,  and 
superintend  the  official  publication  of  our  proceedings. 

Besolved,  That  the  Presiding  Elders  of  Boston   andoommtkee   on 
Charlestown  Districts,  and  the  rreachcrs  stationed  m  Bos-  p«*™^*»'**P' 
ton,  be  a  Conmiittee  to  superintend  the  arrangements  for 
supplying  the  pulpits  and  superintending  public  worship. 

Budved,  That  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  at 
half-past  three  o'clock. 

The  session  was  prolonged  a  few  mmutes,  and  then  ad- 
jouraed  with  prayer  by  brother  HchnelL 

Saturdat  Avtebkook. 

Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

After  religious  services  by  brother  0.  C.  Baker,  the  list 
was  called,  and  the  journals  read. 

Brothers  P.  P.  Sandford  and  H.  J.  Clarke  presented  their  ^1**^*^^^^ 
certificates  of  election  as  delegates,  which  were  read.  andHJ.oiarke. 

Brother  Tenny  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  till 
Monday. 

On  motion  of  brother  Slicer,  the  Superintendents  were  BoparintaBiiflitt 
requested  to  make  their  communications  to  the  Conference  nqoflrtad,  Aa 
on  Monday  next,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  rules  by  which  the  General  Conference  of  1848  was  BqIm  gowvndag 
governed  were  called  for,  and  on  motion  d  brother  N.  Bangs  ^^^^^"^^ 
they  were  read. 

Brother  J.  A.  Collins  offered  the  following  as  an  addi- 
tional rule,  which  was  adopted,  to  wit: — 

It  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  to  caU  for  the  yeas  ^^JP*'^^  ^  >>**^ 
and  nays  upon  any  question  before  the  Conference ;  and  if 
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MUorL       the  <»JI  be  mistamed  by  twenty-fiye  of  the  members  prese&ty 
the  vote  thereon  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  na}^. 

Brother' W.  M  Dailey  oflfered  the  following  as  an  addi- 
tional rule,  viz. : — 

Whetter^r  two-thirds  of  the  General  Conference  shall 
sustain  a  call  for  the  previous  question,  it  shall  be  ordered, 
Two-tiiiiti  rale  ^^d  the  main  question  put  without  further  debate, 
tebted.  This  was  by  motion  laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Sheer  proposed  an  amendment  to  rule  fifteenth, 
to  add  after  the  word  until  [the  words]  it  has  been  read  to 
the  Conference  twice,  on  two  separate  days. 
On  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 
BoiM  adopted.  ^^  ^^  above  referred  to,  with  the  additional  rule  by 
brother  Collins,  were  adopted  for  the  government  of  the 
present  session  of  this  Comerence. 

A  motion  by  brother  H.  Bangs  to  print  the  rules,  was, 
by  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 
BtMiding  Oom-  By  motion  of  brother  Ames,  the  Conference  ordered  the 
miuees ordered,  following  Standing  Committees,  viz.,  on  Episcopacy,  on 
Itinerancy,  on  Missions,  on  Boundaries,  and  on  the  Book 
Concern :  such  Committees  to  consist  of  one  delegate  from 
each  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  to  be  nominated  by  the 
delegates  from  said  Conferences. 

On  motion  of  brother  H.  Bangs,  Conference  adjourned 
with  prayer  by  brother  J.  S.  Porter. 


MONDAY  MOBNING,  MAY  8, 

Mm,j  8.  Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

After  the  ordinary  religious  services  by  brother  N.  Bangs, 
the  list  was  called,  and  ^e  journal  read  and  approved. 
Bh-  or  Confer-      Brother  Osbon  moved  that  a  Ime  running  with  the  second 
*"**  post  from  the  door  be  the  bar  of  the  Conference. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  were  appointed : — 
Epboopfti  Com-      episcopal  Vommittee, — ^P.  P.  Sandford,  £.  Scott,  K. 
m»tt«e.  Bangs,  T.  Benedict,  S.  G.  J.  Worthington,  E.  H.  Pilcher, 

S.  T.  Ballard,  I.  Chamberlayne,  8.  Wakefield,  Jacob  Young, 
W.  H.  Pillsbury,  Peter  Cartwright,  Henry  Summers,  L.  W. 
Berry,  George  Gary,  Alfred  Griffith,  Geoi^  Webber,  D. 
Dailey,  Hiram  Kinsley,  Daniel  Webb,  Bichard  Haney, 
Charles  Adams,  John  8.  Porter,  Elias  Bowen,  John  H. 
Pond,  Hemy  W.  Reed,  Wm.  Hosmer,  Wm.  H.  Goode» 
Joseph  H.  Hopkins, 
itinermncy  Oom-  IHnerancy  Committee. — J.  Z.  Nichols,  0.  C.  Baker,  He- 
mitiee.  man  Bangs,  B.  M.  Hall,  S.  G.  J.  Worthington,  E.  Cope- 

land,  John  Coil,  N.  D.  George,  W.  H.  Sampson,  I.  L.  Hunt, 
Joseph  H.  Jenne,  E4  J.  L.  Baker,  A.  E.  Phelps,  J.  M.  Sny- 
der, Adam  Poe,  H.  W.  Reed,  H.  N.  Seaver,  G.  M.  Bes- 
with,  C.  J.  Houts,  F.  B.  Bangs,  Philo  E.  Brown.  Zachariah 
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Coimell,  J.  B.  Corrii^rton,  E3i)ah  Whitten,  John  Davis,  Wm.       ica^  & 
Barnes,  David  Patten,  J^enon  Lewis,  2£ner  Raymond. 

Misnon  OanuniUee. — Geome  Peek,  Elijah  Mason,  Bar-  iciwion  oooh 
tbolcxnew  Creagh,  John  CJarke,  S.  G.  J.  Worthington,  E.  "^"^ 
Copeland,  Horn.  J.  Clark,  Albert  Chureh,  Ohauneey  Hobart, 
Hiram  Matlisan,  Charles  C.  Cone,  B.  S.  Hill,  L.  Hitchcock, 
Silas  Comfort,  Henry  Whitonn,  Joseph  Brooks,  John  G. 
Gulick,  S.  T.  Gillett,  C.  J.  Houts,  Eesin  Sapp,  Thomas 
Carlton,  Alfred  M.LorrRine,  S.  D.  James,  E.  R.  Ames,  N. 
J.  B.  Moigan,  Erastns  Benton,  J.  P.  Durbin,  Geo.  F.  Brown, 
Chas.  K.  Tme. 

Committee  on  Boundaries. — ^Phineas  Rice,  R.  Dearborn,  BoowUry  Oom- 
£.  K  Griswold,  Desivignia  Starks,  Moses  llchnell,  J.  C.  "»*"^- 
Aspenwall,  Thomas  M.  Hudson,  Asahel  Moore,  Chauncey 
Hobart,  Burroiirhs  Holmes,  Aaron  Sanderson,  Calvin 
Eingsley,  John  Chandler,  I.  Parks,  Hiram  M.  Shaffer,  Jb- 
seph  Brooks,  John  Dennis,  John  L.  Smith,  Joseph  H.  Hop- 
kins, Wellington  H.  Collins,  Thomas.  Carlton,  George  W. 
Walker,  Peter  Akers,  James  Havens,  John  A.  Gero,  Fran- 
Hodgson,  William  T.  Harlow,  James  Ayers,  Amos 


Gmmittee  on  Book  Ooncem. — ^A.  M.  Osbon,  John  A.  Book  Cohmta 
Collins,  Elisha  Adams,  Thomas  J.  Thompson,  Zebulon  Phil-  <^"»*"^- 
^  Daniel  Wise,  Laban  Clark,  John  M'Chntock,  M.Tiche- 
neil,  James  Porter,  A.  T.  Bullard,  Robt.  Hopkins,  Asahel 
Moore,  Henry  Smnmers,  A.  J.  Phdps,  Stephen  Allen,  Wm. 
H.  Hmiter,  S.  P.  Kevs»  David  Holmes,  John  Quigley,  Jo- 
seph Brooks,  B.  F.  Teffl;,  Joseph  Marsee,  C.  J.  Honts,  T. 
M^Cltire,  Eleaser  Thomas,  John  F.  Wright,  Geo.  Rutledge, 
Wm.  M.  Dailey. 

Brother  Phelps  moved  to  dispense  with  the  order  of  the 
day.     Carried. 

On  motion  of  brother  N.  Ban|[8,  the  Conference  agreed  iHittMit  8ear»- 
to  proceed  to  the  election  of  Assistant  Secretaries.  ^*^^ 

Brother  H.  Bangs  moved  that  the  Conference  elect,  by 
baOot^  ^taee  Assistant  Secretaries.     Carried. 

Brother  Porter  moved  that  the  brother  having  the  high- 
est number  of  votes  be  the  first  Assistant,  and  the  others 
in  tiie  same  order.    Agreed. 

On  motamit  the  Conferenoe  ordered  that  the  tellers  retire, 
and,  with  the  idd  of  brothers  Ames  and  Slicer,  count  the 
votes,  and  report  to  the  Conference. 

Brother  J.  A.  Collins  proposed  the  following: — 

Muoltedp  That  a  conunittee  of  seven  be  appointed  by  ootmniMe*  on 
.  the  chau-,  to  be  denominated  the  Committee  on  Revisal,  to  Ke«i«ioiii«r«L 
whom  shall  be  referred  all  petitions,  memorisls  and  proposi- 
tiooB  asking  for  or  contemmatmg  any  change  m  the  Disci- 
phnoy  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Conference.  The 
resolution  was  amended,  by  saying  one  from  each  tionfer* 
enee  instead  of  seven,  and  adoptedT 
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Msj  8.  Brother  W.  H.  QooAe  offered  the  following:-^ 

1.  Besolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  he  appomtod 

(k>mmitt««s  or-  ^j  ^j^^  ^j^^^,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  matters  pertain- 
ing to  our  seminaries  of  learning,  to  be  called  the  Conunit' 

Eduoatioik.        ^  ^^  Education.     Adopted. 

^^^  2.  That  a  similar  committee  be  appobted  upon  the  Bible 

cause,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  matters  pertaining  to 
that  subject    Adopted. 

3.  That  a  similar  committee  be  appointed  on  Sabbath 

aodTimoti.  ^  Schools  and  Tracts,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  matters 
pertaining  to  these  subjects.    Adopted. 

Tempenuuw.  4.  That  a  similar  committee  be  appointed  on  TempNerance, 

to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  petitions  and  propositions  on 
that  subject.    Adopted. 

BzpaiiMtofDei-     5*  That  a  comnuttee  of  three  be  appointed  on  the  Ex- 

^«**^  penses  of  the  Delegates,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  ascer- 

tain the  amount  of  the  expenses  of  the  delegates,  of  the 
collections  taken  up  to  pay  them,  and  the  method  of  meet' 
ing  deficiencies,  should  any  occur.     Adopted 

Brother  S.  Comfort  moved  to  amend  the  above  by  mak- 
iog  it  read  "  each  delegate."    Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  brother  Kingsley,  the  fifth  resolution  was 
adopted.  ^ 

comttHjBe    on     6.  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  as  above,  to 
'be  denominated  the   Committee  on  the  Gennan  Work. 
Adopted. 

AMbumt  8eer»-     The  tellers  reported,  and  the  chair  deebcred  that  brothera 

tariM  eieeUMi.    q  ^dams  and  B.  Griflfen  were  elected  Assistant  Secretaries. 
Bi-other  J.  A.  Collins  offered  the  following : — 
Eesolved,  That  brother  W.  M.  Daily,  havmg  the  highest 
number  of  votes  amon^  those  not  elected^  be  now,  by  a  ris- 
ing vote,  elected  the  third  Assistant  Secretary.     Carried. 

SniM  of  Confer-      Brother  Mattison  proposed  the  following : — 

putu^ad.^  ^  J^olved,  That  the  Conmiittee  on  Printmg  be  instructed 
to  publish  the  rules  of  the  Conference,  together  with  the 
standing  and  other  principal  committees,  and  the  boardmr 
places  of  the  dele^tes,  in  pamphlet  form,  for  the  use  of 
the  members  of  this  body.     Adopted. 

Brother  Reddy  moved  that  we  now  proceed  to  the  order 
of  the  day,  and  hear  the  Address  of  the  Superintendents. 
Carried. 

BMb«p*i  AddrtM  Bishop  Waugh  then  read  to  the  Conference  the  Address 
of  the  Superintendents.     (See  App.  Y.  p.  180.) 

After  the  reading  of  the  Address,  brother  J .  S.  Porter 
offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted  :^^ 

Commiuee    on     Besolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Address  of  the  Bishops 

SrvfcM^!^  B^  as  relates  to  our  lamented  Bishop  Heddine,  be  referred  to 

Bedding.  a  committee  of  five,  with  instructions  to  miUKe  arrangements 
for  appropriate  funeral  services  to  be  solemnised  in  this 
house  some  time  during  the  session  of  this  Conference,  and 
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that  they  prepare  a  suitable  reoord  to  be  put  upon  the       Maya 
Jouinal. 

Brother  Tippett  offered  the  following: — 

That  80  much  of  the  Episcopal  AAc&ess  as  relates  to  the  Bishops  Addnas 
Episcopacy,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy,     SubJS^pS^ 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  the  Itinerancy,  lunerancy. 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itmerancy. 

Also,  that  so  much  of  the  Address  as  relates  to  the  sub- 
ject of  lengthening  the  time  of  probation  in  our  Annual 
Conferences,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

That  so  much  of  the  Address  as  refers  to  the  subject  of  Tempennoa. 
Temperance,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temperance. 

That  so  much  of  the  Address  as  relates  to  the  pubHca-  Book  oonoern. 
tion  of  the  books  of  our  General  Catalogue,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

That  so  much  as  refers  to  the  publication  of  Sunday-  sabteth  sohoois. 
school  Books  and  Tracts,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Sabbath  Schools. 

That  so  much  of  the  Address  as  relates  to  the  Bible  sibie. 
Cause,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  that  subject. 

The  certificate  of  brother  J.  Hascall  was  read.  j.  hmosu. 

The  Episcopal  Address  was  on  motion  referred  to  the  Bishop's  Address 
Ciwamittee  on  PubUcation,  to  be  published  at  their  discretion,  t®'*  !"»">»»»•*• 

Brother  Beny  moved  to  reconsider  the  yote  creating  a  Berry's  r«ioiii« 
Committee  on  the  German  Work.    Laid  on  the  table.  **'*°  '•'^• 

By  motion,  resumed  the  order  of  the  day.  Call  was 
made  for  petitions  and  memorials. 

Brother  Coil,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference,  presented  a  Fittsbugh  oont 
petition  on  the  subject  of  boundaries,  which  was  referred  ^  BoondMie^ 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Haney  moved  to  refer  so  much  of  the  journals  BookBiTorOonf. 
of  the  Rock  River  Conference  as  relates  to  boundaries,  to  **"  Bo»w>Mi«fc 
the  Conmiittee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Snyder  moved  to  refer  so  much  of  the  Ondda  oneid*  oonite^ 
Conference  journals  as  relates  to  boundaries,  to  the  Com-  SaStos.^  ^^" 
mittee  <m  Boundaries. 

Brother  Maisee,  of  North  Indiana  Conference,  presented  North  indiaiu 
a  petition  on  the  subject  of  boundaries,  which  was  referred  boohaSm  ^^ 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Also  moved,  That  so  much  of  the  joTunal  of  the  North 
Indiana  Conference  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  boundaries, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Goode  presented  certain  papers  on  the  subject  Bi^biuh  schools. 
of  Sabbath  Schools.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sabbath 
Schools. 

Brother  J.  L.  Smith  presented  certain  papers  relating  to  Korth-^est  p^. 
the  establishment  of  a  North-west  paper,  which  were  re-  £Snoem  o^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Brother  Beswick,  of  North  Indiana,  presented  certain  ^J^^^J^JJJ^^ 
papers  from  John  Eesfing  and  others,  and  asked  their  refer-  oermsn  woSl. 


i»  on  Bounda-  ^£  ^j^^  journals  as  refers  to  boun^laiies,  be  referred  to  Com- 
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leaf  8.       enoe  to  Committee  on  Missions  \  but  by  motion  they  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  German  Work. 
W6rtern^yii|in-     M.  Tichenell,  of  Western  Virgima,  asked  that  so  muoh 

mittee  on  Boundaries^ 
Memorial  on  De-     Brother  Houts  presented  a  memorial  to  the  General 
5Sd toSookSn-  Conference  on  the  subject  of  a  Depository,  Ac.,  on  the 
oern  Com.        Mississippi.    Referred  to  the  Committeeon  the  Book  Concern. 
Also,  a  memorial  from  sereral  brethren  in  Newark,  Mis- 
Ghnrch  Salt.      souri,  praying  the  General  Conference  to  instruct  the  Com- 
missioners to  appeal  the  Church  suit.    Bead,  and  on  motion 
of  brother  J.  A.  Collins,  was  referred  to  a  special  commit- 
tee of  seven,  to  be  appointed  by  the  chair. 
Minouri  Confer-     -AJso,  that  SO  much  of  the  journals  of  the  Missouri  Con- 
ence  on  Bonn-  ference  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  boundaries,  be  referred 
^^^  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

A4)oamed  to  8,      On  motion,  the  Conference  amed,  that  when  it  adjourn 
^'  ^'  it  adjourn  to  meet  at  3  o'clock,  I*.  M. 

Conference  adjourned.    Prayer  by  brother  E.  H.  Pilcher. 

MONBAT  AfTERKOOK. 

The  Conference  was  opened  by  reading  the  Scriptures^ 

singing,  and  prayer  by  brother  A.  Poe.     Bishop  Waugh  in 

the  chair, 
cauing  Boll.  The  calling  of  the  list  was  ordered  to  be  dispensed  with 

hereafter. 
The  jourpal  of  the  morning  session  was  read,  corrected 

and  approved; 

The  Conference  proceeded  with  the  order  of  the  day. 
The  Bishop  called  for  petitions  and  memorials. 
Michigan    Con-     A  memorial  from  Michigan  Conference,  relating  to  Home 
S?  tfcomSt  Evangelization,  was  presented  by  brother  E.  M'Clure.    It 
tea  on  Beviaais.  was  read  in  part,  when  the  further  reading  was  ordered  to 

be  dispensed  with,  and  it  was  referred  to  we  Committee  on 

Revisals. 
^S^i^^^o^-     ^^  motion  of  brother  Chamberlayne,  so  much  of  the 
dariea.  joumal  of  the  Genesee  Conference  as  relates  to  the  subject 

of  boundaries,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundariea. 

\  ^J2?^'  **"     Brother  G.  W.  Walker  presented  a  memorial  on  the  sub- 

^°      ^      ject  of  boundaries,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Boundaries. 
Vienna   Circuit     ^  memorial  from  Vienna  Circuit,  Ohio  Conference,  was 
on  BoundarioB.  presented  by  brother  M.  Marley,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 
Washington  oir-     A  resolution  of  Washington  Circuit,  Olno  Conference, 
mdt^onBoonda-  ^^  presented  by  brother  Z.  Oonnell,  and  referred  to  tlie 

Committee  on  Boundaries, 
nunoto  orafer-     On  motion  of  brother  P.  Cartwright,  so  much  of  the  jour- 
Mm!^     ™'  nals  of  the  Illinois  Conference  as  raates  to  the  division  of 
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that  conferenoe,  was  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Bound-       ifay  s. 
aries. 

Brother  P.  Enhl  presented  a  petition  from  the  German  o^rmaa  Ft«Mii- 
preachers  comiected  with  the  Hlmoia  Conference,  that  they  fewS«"****^^" 
may  be  attached  to  both  the  Illinois  and  Rock  Rirer  Con- 
ferences.   The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
German  Work. 

On  motion  of  M.  Simpson,  so  much  of  the  jouraal  of  j^^^i^f,  confep- 
the  Indiana  Conference  as  relates  to  the  division  of  that  «n<»  od  Bound- 
conference  and  the  line  between  Indiana  and  North  Indiana  ^^' 
Conferences,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

J.  Havens  presented  a  memorial  from  Southport  Circuit,  Soathport  cir- 
Indiana  Conference,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  «^<«Bo«n<*^ 
on  Boundaries. 

Also  moved.  That  so  much  of  the  journal  of  Indiana  Indian*  confer- 
Conference  as  relates  to  the  Book  Depository  at  Indianapolis,  JSpodtoryf^^ 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

On  motion  of  M.  Simpson,  so  much  of  the  journal  of  Indiana  Confer- 
Indiana  Conference  as  relates  to  the  formation  of  a  German  cKrman  wort* 
Conference,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  German 
Work. 

H.  Slicer,  of  Baltimore  Conference,  presented  a  memorial  Tnuteea  of  Bai- 
from  the  trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of   JSl?Sirein1Sl 
the  Baltimore  City  station,  proposing  the  removal  of  the  montofB^opi 
remains  of  Bishop  Asbury  and  Bishop  Emory  to  the  new  ©ry."'^*'*  ^"** 
cemetery  at  Mount  Olivet,  which  was  read  to  the  Confer- 
ence.    Whereupon,  on  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  it  was  resolved 
unaiumously  that  this  General  Conference  cordially  approve 
of  the  proposition  of  said  trustees,  and  that  the  secretary 
be  requested  to  notify  the  said  trustees  of  the  action  of  the 
Conference  upon  theu*  memorial. 

J.  Bear,  of  Baltimore  Conference,  presented  a  petition  chnroh  Bait, 
from  the  West  Baltimore  station,  relative  to  the  Church 
suit,  requesting  that  there  may  be  no  appeal  from  the  de- 
dmon  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court,  which  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee  of  seven,  yet  to  be  appointed. 

A  petition  of  W.  M.  Meminger,  asking  to  be  released  w.iLiComti^^. 
from  a  debt  to  the  Book  Concern,  was  presented,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

A  memorial  from  New- Jersey  Conference  was  presented  NJeney  confer^ 
by  J.  S.  Porter,  requesting  the  General  Conference  so  to  ^S  *"  ®'**^ 
alter  the  Discipline  of  the  Church,  as  to  give  to  the  Annual 
Conferences  the  power  to  decide  who  shall  be  claimants  on 
the  funds  of  the  Conference,  and  to  what  extent. 

The  above  memorial  pending,  H.  Bangs  subnntted  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : — 

Besolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  Committee    on 
examine  and  consider  whether  our  temporal  economy  does  SSJ^f®'^*^" 
Dot  require  revision — and  if  any,  what  that  reyjsion  is,  and 
report  the  same  to  this  Conference, 
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Mftjs.  The  memorial  from  New- Jersey  Conferenoe,  was  then 

referred  to  the  committee  just  ordered, 
ooone  of  ttady     A  resolution  of  the  New-England  Conference  was  pre- 
to^iooai  preach-  g^^^  lyy  ^  Raymond,  on  the  subject  of  a  coarse  of  study 

for  local  preachers.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisals. 
Locftttng  minis-     On  motion  of  C.  B.  Tippett,  so  much  of  the  Episcopal 
^'*-  Address  as  relates  to  locating  unacceptable  ministers,  was 

r^erred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 
Bishop  HaddiBflr.  The  names  of  the  committee  ordered  this  momm^  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  funeral  services  occasioned 
by  the  decease  of  Bishop  Hedduig,  were  announced  by  the 
chair,  viz. :— L.  Clark,  N,  Bangs,  D.  Webb,  A.  Griffith,  J. 
Porter. 

Notices  were  given,  and  the  Conference  adjourned. 
Prayer  by  brother  Landon. 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAT  4. 

iii^y  ^  Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  services  by  brother  J.  Corring- 
ton,  the  journals  were  read  and  approved. 
The  names  of  D.  D.  Whedon  add  G.  Moody  were  placed 

\  MooSj^^^  iipon  the  list  of  members  of  the  Conference — ^having  pre- 
sented th^  certificates. 

commifcteea.  The  chair  announced  the  following  committees : — 

ReTi»i«.  Committee  on  BeviadU, — George  reck,  O.  C.  Baker,  S.  D. 

Brown,  S.  Landon,  S.  G.  J.  Worthington,  Wm.  H.  Pills- 
bu^T.  M.  Hudson,  A.  T.  Bullard,  H.  Summers,  G.  Gary, 
G.  Webber,  H.  Kinsley,  A.  E.  Phelps,  W.  Reddy,  E.  Thom- 
son, H.  W.  Reed,  J.  Dennis,  W.  H.  Goode,  0.  J.  Houts, 
W.  H.  Collins,  T.  Carlton,  M.  Marley,  P.  Akers,  J.  Ha- 
vens, N.  Wilson,  F.  Hodgson,  J.  M'Clintock.  D.  Webb.  J. 
Porter. 

Ctormftn  Work.        Committee  on  Oerman  Work, — J.  F.  Wright,  E.  R  Ames, 
P.  Rice,  P.  Cartwright,  W.  Nast,  J.  C.  Lyon,  P.  Kuhl. 

SdaoftUon.  Committee  on  JSducation, — M.  Simpson,  H.  J.  Clarke,  D. 

D.  Whedon,  M.  Crow,  S.  S.  Roszel,  L.  Sperry,  A.  Stevens. 

Sabhftth  Bohooii      Committee  on  Sahhath  Schools  and  Tracts. — H.  Slicer, 

andTraota.      D.  P.  Kidder,  W.  Patterson,  A.  Witherspoon,  T.  Barkdull, 
J.  Hascall,  J.  Daniel. 

Btbio  o»iue.  Committee  on  Bible  Cause, — C.  Elliott,  J.  Holdich,  W. 

Hunter,  D.  W.  Bristol,  A.  A.  Reese,  J.  H.  Whalen,  G. 
Baker. 

itop»Mtordeie-      Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  JDeleffates,--^.  B.  Tippett, 
J.  M.  Snyder,  A.  Magee. 

ChnrohBait.  Committee  on  Church  Suit — J.  Davis,   L.  Scott»  M. 

Simpson,  M.  Raymond,  R.  0.  Spencer,  J.  H.  Perry,  T. 
Carlton. 

•taiponi  Boon-      Cf^y^ittee  On  Temporal  JBconomy.^U.  Bangs,  Thomas 
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M'Caixoll,  U.  Heath,  J.  Frmwr,  J.  Bear»  J.  Cumungliam,  C.       Msy  4. 
Brooks. 

CbmrnUUe  en  Temperance,— U.  Kinsley,  F.  Hodgson,  L.  Tmperwoe. 
W.  Beny,  G.  Moodj,  I.  Winner,  E.  B.  Tcnney,  B.  M. 
Brown. 

C.  Adams  asked  to  be  excused  from  serving  on  the  Com-  o.  AOaam. 
mittee  on  Episcopacy.     Granted. 

F.  Hodg»Mi  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  f.  HodgMii. 
<m  Boundaries,  and  K  ^filler  nominated  and  appointed  to 

serve  on  said  Committee. 

O.  J.  Houts  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  <^-  ^-  Hoato. 
on  Missions,  and  J.  Hopkins  appomted  m  his  place. 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved.  That  so  much  of  the  journals  of  Bow><>»rt«^ 
the  New- York  Conference  as  relates  to  the  subject  of 
bomidaries,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

G.  Peck  presented  a  memorial  from  Greene-street  Quar-  smiday    Sohooi 
terly  Conference,  praying  the  General  Conference  to  pro-     *°^ 

vide  by  rule  for  making  the  male  superintendents  <^  Sab- 
bath schools  members  of  the  Quarterly  Conference.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Sabbath  Schools. 

The  appeal  of  Ezra  Sprague,  of  the  Troy  Conference, K^Bpraguo*^ »p- 
was,  by  vote,  made  the  oider  of  the  day  for  Thursday  ^*'^' 
morning  next,  at  9  o'clock. 

Z.  Phillips  moved  that  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the  BiftnaL 
Troy  Conference  as  refers  to  the  amendment  of  our  Bitual, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bevisals. 

He  also  presented  certam  resolutions  of  the  State-street  itoMiations  from 
Quarterly  Conference,  of  Troy  City,  which  were  read,  and,     ****"*''^*- 
on  motion,  the  first  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Temporal  Economy,  and  the  second  resolution  to  the     • 
Committee  on  the  Book  ConcenL 

Brother  Brown  presented  the  request  of  P.  R.  Stover,  P-  R.  b^tw. 
requesting  to  be  released  from  a  claim  of  the  Book  Con- 
cern.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

N.  Bangs  moved,  That  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the  'S?"]^^^*^' 
New- York  East  Conference  as  relates  to  our  temporal  econ-  i^noe.      ^' 
omy,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy. 
Also,  That  so  much  of  the  journal  as  relates  to  boundaries, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

J.  H.  Perry  presented  the  appeal  of  J.  M.  Pease,  and,  by  J.  m.  ?««•. 
motion,  it  was  ordered  to  be  taken  up  immediately  after  the 
reading  of  the  journal  on  to-morrow  morning. 

B.  Creagh  presented  the  petition  of  Locu  Preachers  in  Looai  PnAcben. 
New-Tork  and  its  vicinity,  respecting  a  course  of  Btudj  for 
local  preachers ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Bevisals. 

N.  Bangs  moved.  That  so  much  of  the  journal  of  the  New- 
York  East  Conference  as  relates  to  the  same  subject,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bevisals. 

Bishop  Waugh  presented  several  papers  from  the  Pitts-  Boandwiw. 
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iur4.       burgh  Oosdmoa^  on  the  sabjeel  of  boinuliiieB.    Refcrved 

to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Summers  presented  ootam  papers  upon  the 
subject  of  boundaries  m>m  Wkoonon  Conference.   Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
Depodtory.  Also,  a  communication  on  the  subject  of  a  Depository. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
JonrnidiKiterred     Also  moved,  that  80  much  of  the  journals  of  Wisconsin 
on  £^"cra!^  Conference  as  relates  to  a  Depository,  be  referred  to  the 
ceni.  *  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.     80  referred. 

W.  H.  Sampson  presented  a  paper  on  the  same  subject. 
Referred  as  above. 

H.  MattiBon  mored.  That  so  much  of  the  jotnnals  of 
Black  River  Conference  as  refers  to  a  Book  Depo^toiy,  be 
referred  to  the  Conmiittee  on  Book  Concern. 

H.  Kinsley  moved,  That  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the 
Erie  Conference  as  relates  to  the  Book  Concern,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
LoMi  Prmdifin.  Also,  That  80  much  of  the  journal  as  relates  to  the  course 
of  study  for  local  preachers^  be  referred  to  Committee  on 
Revisals. 
Bomidaiiai.  Also,  That  SO  much  of  the  journal  as  relates  to  bound- 

aries, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
8i»T«ry.  C.  Eingsley  vresented  a  paper  upon  the  subject  of  sla- 

very.   R^eired  to  Committee  on  Biievisals. 
Boimd«ri«.  Also,  one  on  boundaries.    Referred  to  Committee  on 

Boundaries. 
D«iKwttoriMaiui     By  motion»  all  the  papers  now  present  fin>m  the  bounds 
p^pw-  of  the  Rock  River  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  Book  De- 

positories and  Conference  paper  at  Chicago,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

£.  H.  Pilbher  moved  that  whenever  a  petition,  memo- 
rial, or  resolution  of  an  Annual  Conference  is  presented 
and  explained,  it  shall  take  the  reference  desved»  uidess 
objected  to  by  the  Conference. 
Lay  Detogatton.  Brother  Speiry  presented  a  paper  from  the  people  of 
Oneida  District  on  tiie  subject  of  Lay  Delegation. 

N.  Bangs  moved  to  create  a  committee  of  seven,  to  whom 

all  petitions,  <fec.,  on  this  subject  shall  be  referred.     On 

motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present,  as  was  also 

the  paper  presented  by  brother  Speiry. 

^{»M  ^  %^     ^^  motion,  the  order  of  the  day  was  suspended,  to  make 

HoMion.^        way  for  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

G.  Peck  made  a  verbal  report,  which  was  afterwards  re- 
duced to  writing,  and  is  as  follows : — 
Keport  of  PaMi-  The  Committee  on  Publication  report  in  part.  That 
o^on  Gommiv  ^^^  ^^^  inquiry,  the  committee  find  that  competent  re- 
porters to  report  the  proceedings  of  the  body  can  be  pix>- 
cured  for  three  hunored  dollars ;  and  that  the  committee 
havmg  the  proprietorship  of  the  Daily  Zion's  Herald,  will 
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ptj  one  hundred  dollars  of  thb  expense.     The  committee       iia,^ 
ask  of  the  Conference  instruction,  as  to  an  arrangement 
with  reporters  and  the  proprietors  of  the  Daily  Zion  s  Her- 
ald, for  the  puhlication  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Confer- 
ence upon  the  terms  aboTO  specified. 

Gxo.  PxoK,  Chaifman. 
Jriy4,1852. 

Betolved,  That  the  Conference  approve  of  the  employ-  Eeporton. 
ment  of  two  reporters  by  the  Committee  on  Publication, 
on  the  conditions  stated  in  the  report 

Order  of  the  day  further  suspended  to  admit  the  foUow- 
ing,  offered  by  H.  Mattison : — 

Betolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  present,  or  who  ^lay  be  Book  Agento. 
present,  who  are  not  members  of  this  body,  be  invited  to  a 
seat  within  the  bar,  and  to  take  part  in  our  discusaona  on 
an  subjects  relating  to  the  Book  Concern.    Adopted. 

K  Bowen  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  circu-  Oiroahuing    oi 
hting  our  books.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  ^^^' 
Concern. 

AIbo^  one  from  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Wyoming 
and  Troy  changes,  which  was  refentod  to  Committee  on 
Bevisals. 

J.  M.  Snyder  presented  a  memorial  from  incholas  charge 
on  lay  delegation.    Laid  on  the  table. 

A«  Poe  moved.  That  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the  h.  a  Sheldon. 
North  Ohio  Conference,  touching  H.  0.  Sheldon's  indebt- 
edness to  the  Book  Concern,  be  referred  to  the  Comxnittee 
on  ihe  Book  Concern. 

&  Thomson  presented  a  petition  from  Delaware,  Ohio,  Boandartet. 
on  the  subject  <»  boundaries,    Qeferred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 

J.  H.  Power  presented  a  paper  on  the  same  subject ;  re- 
ferred as  above. 

H.  W.  Reed  presented  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  boundaries.  Depository  ud 
Abo  nDu>ved*  That  so  nracn  of  the  journal  of  the  Ohio  Con-  Nortti-w«rt  im- 
ference  as  relates  to  a  Book  Depository  and  Paper  in  the  ^^' 
North- west,  be  referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

Brother  Crow  presented  aresoluticm  of  the  Genesee  Con-  Loou  FnMhen. 
ference  on  the  course  of  study  for  local  preachers ;  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Bevisals.     Also,  one  touching  a  i>epo8itory. 
Book  Depository;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

Brother  Oulick  presented  a  paper  touching  claimants  oi^igBftnte. 
upon  conference  funds ;  referred  to  Committee  on  Temporal 
Economy. 

J.  Dennis  presented  the  following : — 

1.  Memorial    from    Quarterly   Conference    of  Fourth  BouidM««. 
charge,  m  Bochester,  on  the  subject  of  boundaries.    Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
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Ibyi.  2.  A  nmilar  paper  frdm  Third  charge  m  Rochester. 

Same  reference. 

8.  A  memorial  from  Quarterly  Conference  of    Sodus 
Eidge,  touching  the  claim  of  superannuated  and  super- 
numerary preachers.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Tem- 
poral Economy. 
Change  of  Be-     Also,  a  memorial  from  the  Ministerial  Association,  asking 
sirictions.        several  changes  in  our  Discipline,  removing  restrictions,  &c., 

which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itmerancy. 
Ganibmia.  W.  H.  Goodc  presented  a  paper  from  I.  Owen,  on  the 

subject  of  a  Book  Depository  and  Paper  in  California.    Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

Brother  Marsee  presented  papers  relating  to  conference 
boundaries.     Referred  to  Comnuttee  on  Boundaries. 
J.  M.  Stagg.  J.  L.  Smith  moved  that  the  appeal  (^  J.  M.  Stagg,  of 

North  Indiana  Conference,  be  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Monday  moroing  next,  at  9  o'clock. 

Brother  Gillett  presented  papers  from  California,  on  the 
subject  of  boundaries.    Referred  to  Conmiittee  on  Boun- 
danes. 
Depodtory  and     Also,  one  relative  to  Book  Depository  and  Paper,  which 
paper.  ^^^^.^g  referred  to  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

J.  L.  Smith,  a  similar  paper.    Like  reference. 
Brother  Houts  presented  a  paper  on  boundaries.    Refer- 
red to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
Oemnn  Work.       JResolved,  That  80  much  of  the  journals  of  the  Missouri 
Conference  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  the  German  Work, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  German  Work. 
Depository  and     F.  B.  Bangs  presented  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  a  Bock 
s^rtii'WMi  par  D^p^gij^jy  ^nd  Paper  in  the  North-west,  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Brother  Pilcher  presented  a  paper  on  boundaries ;  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Also,  one  on  studies  of  probationers ;  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Education. 
BooiDiuiddepoe-     T.  Carlton  presented  a  paper  relating  to  the  cht^ulating 
of  books,  establishing  of  depositories,  £c. ;  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
B.  wimams.  Also,  a  petition  of  Benajah  Williams,  asking  to  be  re- 

leased from  debt  to  Book  Concern.     Referred  as  above. 
Deporitoriet.  Also  moved.  That  so  much  of  the  journal  of  the  Genesee 

Conference  as  relates  to  Book  Depositories,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
Bnperumnated       Brother  Brown  moved.  That  so  much  of  the  journal  of  the 
^'^^•**®"-        Gepesee  Conference  as  refers  to  the  superannuated  preach- 
ers and  their  claims,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Tem- 
poral Economy. 
Tjne  or  pR^te-     Also,  That  so  much  as  refers  to  the  time  of  the  probation 
^^  of  travelling  preachers,  be  referred  to  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Beating  Hearen.     J.  Youiig  presented  a  memorial  from  Rushville  Circuit, 
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on  the  subject  of  seating  our  oongregations.    Referred  to       ji^f  4 
the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

R  0.  Spencer  presented  a  resolution  of  Ohio  Conference,  proiMiiomn. 
relating  to  probation  in  Annual  Conferenoes.    Referred  to 
Coomuttee  (m  the  Itinerancy. 

J.  F.  Wright  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  MinMeriAi  snp- 
ministerial  support.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Temporal  ^^ 
Economy. 

Also,  a  paper  from  S.  Williams,  on  the  subject  of  a  cheap  Cheap  commen- 
commentary.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern.       **^* 

Brother  Nast  presented  the  action  of  the  Ohio  Confer-  G«nn»n  Oonftr- 
ence  on  the  subject  of  a  German  Conference.    Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  German  Work. 

C.  Elliott  presented  the  action  of  the  Ohio  Conference  on  ncisotontoBone. 
the  subject  of  a  mission  to  Rome.    Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions. 

Also,  a  petition  on  the  subject  of  boundaries.    Referred 
to  the  Conmiittee  on  Boundaries. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Wesley  Chapel,  Dayton,  and  High-  Uaton    chapei, 
street,  Spnnjrfield,  relating  to  the  action  of  the  Ohio  Con-  ^^'^c*""*"- 
ference  relative  to  Union  Chapel,  Cincinnati.    Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Also  moTed,  That  the  appeal  of  John  S.  Inskip,  of  the  John  &  itukip. 
Ohio  Conference,  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday 
next 

Brother  Moody  presented  a  paper  from  N.  M'Leao,  on  ibcUmi  MMont. 
the  subject  of  Indian  Missions.    Referred  to  Committee  on 
Missions. 

P.  Akers  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Illinois  Confer-  w.  b.  carter, 
ence,  asking  that  the  estate  of  W.  B.  Carter  be  released 
from  indeb^dness  to  the  Book  Concern.    Also,  one  in  refer- 
ence to  a  de{>ository  and  paper  in  the  west.     Both  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

Brother  Corrington  presented  a  paper  in  reference  to  a  ijaper    in    ihe 
Church  paper  in  Sie  west.    Read  and  referred  to  the  Com-  ^^^ 
mittee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Brother  Whitten  presented  a  petition  for  the  release  of  van,  a.  Heneiey. 
a  claim  of  the  Book  Concern  against  Mrs.  A.  Hensl^. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Brother  Berry  presented  a  statistical  report  of  Asbury  Axumrj  uniTer- 
Uniyersity.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education.         "*^^' 

Brother  Simpson  presented  a  similar  dogmient  from    ^^rgetown 
Georgetown  Seminary.    Referred  to  same  Committee.  ^  °*^* 

J.  A.  C6llins  presented  a  memorial  from  Washington  city,  wadiington  dty 
touching  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship  in  Washington  ^>^<>i^- 
city.     Read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

F.  Hodgson  presented  a  memorial  relating  to  tract  dis-  Traota. 
tribution.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Tracts. 

Also,  one  touching  the  claims  of  superannuated  preach-  ciaimiof  Super* 
ers,  ^.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bevisalp.  ^i^h^. 


M  JiAkfwd  of  €fenmU  Oot^hrenee,  1852. 

]Civ4>  Also,  a  resohition  cm  the  subject  loi  appeals.    Referred 

as  above. 

Ohwah  floit  The  Committee  on  the  Church  Suit  obtained  leave  of  ab- 

sence from  the  mommg  sesdcm. 

LoodPraMdion.  G.  F.  Brown  presented  a  resolution  of  New-jCTsey  Con- 
ference on  the  course  of  study  of  local  preachers.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Revisals. 

zion*B  Herald.  Brother  Patten  asked  that  so  much  of  the  Journal  of  the 
Providence  Conference  as  relates  to  Zbn's  Herald,  making 
it  a  Conference  paper,  be  referred  to  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

LoMhiPireMhen.  Also,  presented  a  resolution  of  concurrence  with  Erie  Con- 
ference on  course  of  study  for  local  preachers.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

■''"*«"•  Also,  a  resolution  of  Providence  Conference  on  the  sub- 

ject of  missions.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Missions. 

M.  Raymond  presented  a  memorial  from  Charlestown, 
referring  to  alterations  in  the  Discipline.  Refeired  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

iTKendree  Ooi-     Brother  Conington  presented  a  ccmimunication  from 

'^^  IfKendree  College.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Pnbiishingtwoks     Bishop  Janes  presented  certun  letters  from  Germany  on 

in  oennwy.  ^^  subject  of  publishing  books  in  Gennany.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  ]B^k  Concern. 

oiuttcetn Stand-     The  delegation  of  Illinois  Conference  requested  a  change 

ingOommitteea.  j^^  ^^  members  of  the  standing  committees  as  follows : — 
Peter  Cartwright,  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries ;  and 
Peter  Akers,  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy.     Granted. 

E.  M.  BiiAflbr.  H.  M.  Shaffer  was  added  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal 
Economy. 

J;  BMaaOL  3,  Hascall  was  nominated  by  his  delegation,  and  was  ap- 

pointed a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

cknunittee    on     The  chair  announced  the  Committee  on  the  memonal 

SmriS!^  from  Washington  city,  viz. :— J.  Bear,  E.  E.  Griswold,  K 
Thomson. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : — 

AanMd  Oontav     Beaolved,  That  the  journals  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 

eno0  Jonmnia.  feyencjBS  be  placed  m  the  possession  of  the  Committee  on 
Itinerancy ;  and  that  all  extracts  rendered  for  the  use  of  the 
general  Conference  shall  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  each 
4iuiual  Conference,  or,  in  his  absence,  by  the  representative 
pf  said  Conference  on  the  said  Committee,  and  shall  be 
vegaided  as  authentic,  for  the  use  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence or  any  of  its  committed. 

Hie  journal  of  the  New-Tork  Conference  was  read,  show- 
ing that  P.  Rice  was  elected  a  delegate  of  this  Conferenoe. 

XoniiBMnttodA-     Betclved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 

^••■^  *"*****  receive  the  voluntary  contributions  of  members  of  this 
body,  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  a  suitable  monument  in  mem- 
ory of  our  lamented  Bishops,  Aabury,  George,  and  Emory. 


Commntee. 
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The  foQowmg  substitaie  was  offered  and  adopted : —  M^r  4 

Besolvedf  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
receive  the  vofamtary  contribations  of  the  memcm  of  this 
Conference,  to  aid  in  tiie  project  of  the  Baltimore  brethren 
for  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  onr  de* 
oeaaed  Biahopa. 

Conference  adjonmed.    Benediction  by  P.  P.  Sandford. 

WEDNESDAY  MOBNING,  MAT  6. 

Bishop  Janesin  the  chair.  Magr  5. 

Conference  met  at  8  o'clock,  and  was  opened  by  reading 
the  Scriptures,  nnging,  and  prayer  by  J.  Ayres. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  read,  corrected  and  approved. 

The  chair  announced  the  Committee  on  the  Baltimore 
Monument,  viz. : — H.  Slicer,  A,  J.  Phelps,  U.  Heath, 

Elijah  Miller,  delegate  from  Philadelphia  Conference,  ap-  s.  Mmer. 
peered  and  took  his  seat. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended  to  provide  a  Com- 1 
mittee  to  prepare  a  Pastoral  Address ;  wherefore  H.  Mat* 
tison  mbmitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  five  be  i4)pomted  to 
draw  up  a  suitable  Pastoral  Address  to  be  issued  bv  this 
General  Conference  to  the  membership  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Robert  Hopkins,  delegate  from  Pittsburgh  Conference,  b.  Hopkiu. 
appeared  and  took  his  jseat 

The  appeal  of  J.  M  Pease  was,  on  motion  of  J.  H.  Perry,  j.  m.  pmm. 
deferred  to  Friday  morning,  immediately  after  the  reading 
of  the  journal. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  further  suspended ;  and  on  mo-  j.  n.  iribse. 
tion  of  H.  J.  Clarke  it  was  ordei^ed  that  the  appeal  of  J.  N. 
M Abee  from  the  dedsion  of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference,  be 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  morning  next,  at 
9  o'clock. 

The  report  of  the  Book  Concern  at  New- York,  was  pre*  Export  of  n«w- 
sented  and  read  to  the  Conference,  and  on  motion  of  L.  ^^'^^^'^^ 
Claik  was  referred  (except  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Church 
Suit)  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

So  much  as  rders  to  the  suit  was  referred  to  the  Com*  obmtt  Mk 
miUee  on  the  Church  Suit 

Moved,  That  the  report  be  published  in  Zion's  Herald. 

J.  Porter  moved,  as  a  substitute^  That  the  import  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Pttblicatk>n,  with  instruction  to 
publish  so  much  thereof  as  they  may  deem  suitable.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

K  Bowen  then  inoved  so  to  amend  the  orifffaial  motion  as 
to  order  the  publication  of  the  report  in  au  our  Church 
papers.  The  amendment  and  the  moticm  as  amended  woe 
adopted. 
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itoTflL  D.  P.  Kidder,  irbo  was  appointed  at  the  General  Con- 

ference of  1648  to  revise  our  standard  Catechisms  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Book  Committee,  presented  his  re- 
port, which  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  was  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  three. 

New-York  Oon-     P.  P.  Sandford  presented  the  resolution  of  New- York 

*'*"**'  Conference,  concurring  with  the  Ohio  resolution,  concerning 

time  of  probation.     Befeired  to  Committee  on  Itmerancy. 

oiabni.  Z.  Phillips  presented  a  resolution  from  Washington-street, 

West  Troj,  on  the  claims  of  superannuated  preachers,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  Temporal  Economy. 

TtowB.Ae.  Also,  a  petition  from  the  same  Quarterly  Conference  on 

Pews  and  Uhurch  Sittings.  Refenred  to  the  Committee  on 
R^risals. 

WesternYirgiiiift     Brother  Worthington  presented  the  catalogue  and  statis- 

Aotdemy.  f^Qg^  account  of  North- Western  Tn-ginia  Academy.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

TtBota.  On  motion  of  Brother  Sampson,  so  much  of  the  journals 

of  the  Wisconsm  Conference  as  relates  to  the  subject  of 
Tracts,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools 
and  Tracts. 

uniibrmitTofwi-     C.  Hobart  presented  a  paper  from  Jamesville,  Wisconsin 

ministnUoii.  Conference,  for  the  adoption  of  measures  to  insure  uni- 
formity of  administration.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Re- 
yisals. 

fiUvery.  H.  Summers  presented  a  memorial  from  Bristol  circuit, 

Wisconsin  Conference,  on  Slavery,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Retisals. 

W.  Patterson  presented  a  memorial  from  Mercer  sta- 
tion, Erie  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  Slavery.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

D.  Priichwd.  E.  J.  Baker  presented  a  request  from  Erie  Conference 
to  remit  the  claim  of  the  Book  Concern  against  D.  Pritch- 
ard.     Referred  to  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Depository.  R*  Haney  presented  a  memorial  from  Elizabeth  chai^ge. 

Rock  River  Conference,  praying  the  General  Conference  to 
establish  at  Chicago  a  Book  Depository  and  religious  paper. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Term  of  Probik-     ^^  motion  of  A.  J.  Phelps,  so  much  of  the  journal  of 
tfoB.  Rock  River  Conference  as  relates  to  the  extension  of  the 

term  of  probation,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itiner- 
ancy. 

cauibrni*  Con-     A.  J.  Phelps  presented  a  communication  from  the  Cali- 
*"*****  fomia  Conference  on  the  subject  of  boundaries  and  a  Book 

Department,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern. 

LoTo-FeMta.  D.  W.  Bristol  presented  a  resolution  from  Oneida  Con- 

ference on  the  subject  of  Love-Feasts.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Reviaals. 

siftTery.  Also,  a  memorial  from  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
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eopal  Churoh  of  CasenoTia  station^  on  the  sabjeot  of  Sla-       lUys. 
very.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisak. 

Also,  a  memorial  on  the  sobiect  of  a  course  of  study  for  LoadPnMbMi. 
local  preachers.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Also,  from  brother  Bannister,  of  the  California  Conference,  b.  BumJater. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Missions. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  Ondda  Conferenoe,  asking  the  power  oiumante. 
to  determine  who  are,  and  who  are  not,  claunants  on  the 
funds  of  the  Conference,  and  requestinff  a  change  of  the 
rule  on  that  subject.    Referred  to  the  (>)mmittee  on  Tem- 
poral Economy.  * 

Abo,  a  memorial  from  Oneida  Cooferenoe  relating  to  the  Depository, 
establishment  of  a  Book  Depository  m  central  Nfew-Tork. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

Brother  Shafifer  presented  a  memorial  from  North  Ohio  Boandaries. 
Conference,  on  the  subject  of  boundaries.    Referred  to 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

H.  W.  Reed  moved  that  so  much  of  the  journal  of  the  T^nn  of  proi»- 
iowa  Conference  as  relates  to  extending  the  term  of  proba-  ^<^ 
Oon  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  relatmg  to  a  course  of  study  lo<»i  ] 
for  local  preachers.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Also,  a  memorial  on  boundaries.    Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 

On  motion  of  M.  Crow,  so  much  of  the  journal  of  the  i 
East  Genesee  Conference  as  relates  to  boundaries  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Bishop  Morris  presented  a  memorial  from  Hiram  Thayer,  h.  ^ 
of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y. ;  and  so  much  as  relates  to 
slavery  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals,  and  so  stoTery. 
much  as  relates  to  temperance  to  the  Committee  on  Tern-  Temiwrwioe. 
perance,  and  so  much  as  relates  to  orthography  to  the  ortbognpiiy. 
Committee  on  Education. 

P.  Cartwright  pres^ited  a  paper  from  Illinois  Conference  BoandaiiM. 
on  boundaries.     Keferred  to  Cmnmittee  on  Boundaries. 

A  manorial  of  J.  Y.  Watson,  editor  of  Michigan  Chris-  J*  V-  WatMn. 
tian  Advocate,  offering  that  paper  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence, was  presented,  and  refenm  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern. 

Brother  Sapp  presented  a  report  and  catalc^e  oi  Albion  Aiu<m  semta- 
Seminary.  ^Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education.  *^- 

On  motion  of  brother  Brown,  so  much  of  the  journal  of  Chuge  of  re- 
Genesee  Conference  as  relates  to  the  time  which  a  bishop  ■*^'^**"* 
may  continue  a  preacher  in  the  same  charge,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

C.  Elliott  presented  a  petition  from  brethren  of  Union  UnSon  ohspeL 
Chapel,  of  (^cinnati,  praying  the  General  Conference  to 
instruct  the  Episcopal  board  to  appoint  a  preacher  for  the 
purpose  of  oi^;an]Z]ng  them  into  a  Methodist  Episcopal 
Society.    Rderred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 
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Magr  8.  M.  Marlej  presented  a  memorial  from  W.  Herr,  of  the 

W.  Herr.  Ohio  Conference,  referring  to  the  jomnal  of  that  Conference 

m  relation  to  the  passage  of  his  character. 
It  was  moved  that  the  memorial  be  read. 
Moved,  to  lay  the  last  motion  on  the  table.    Lost. 
The  motion  to  read  prevailed,  and  the  memorial  was  read, 

and  then  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  Itinerancy. 
MoQttiiTjoiinifti.     J.  F.  Wright  presented  a  memorial  from  W.  P.  Strick- 
land, on  the  subject  of  a  monthly  jomnal.  Referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Book  Concern. 
^rS£^    ""^     Also  a  petition  from  Kentucky,  praying  that  an  annual 

conference  be  formed  in  that  State.   Refened  to  Committee 

on  Boundaries. 

Also  a  petition  from  Kentucky,  requesting  that  very  few 

alterations  be  made  in  our  excellent  Discipline,  and  espanally 

opposed  to  a  lay  delegation.    Laid  on  table  for  the  present. 
Depository.  G.  Moody  presented  a  memorial  and  argument  from 

brother  Dryden,  in  relation  to  a  Book  Depository  at  San 

Francisco.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 
Urbane  la  'td      ^'  ^^^^7  presented  a  memorial  from  Urbana  station^ 
SwoLi.''^     Chio  Conference,  on  pewed  houses  of  worship.    Refeired 

to  the  Committee  on  Il^eranoy. 
DftDTiUe  Bemin-     P.  Cartwright  presented  a  memorial  from  the  president  of 
*^'  Danville  Semmary.    Referred  to  Committee  <»i  Education. 

M.  ohiVBt.  On  motion  of  P.  Akers,  so  much  of  the  journal  of  Illi- 

nois Conference  as  relates  to  the  indebtedness  of  Moses 

Clappet  to  the  Book  Concern,  was  referred  to  the  Comnut- 

tee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
Tim«  of  proiMi-     On  motion  of  brother  Corrington,  so  much  of  the  jour- 
^^^  nal  of  Illinois  Conference  as  relates  to  the  extension  of  the 

time  of  probation  of  itinerant  ministera,  was  referred  to  the 

CoDunittee  <m  Itmerancy. 
F.  Hodgson  presented  a  memorial  from  Philadelphia 

C<«ference  on  boundaries.     Referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Boundaries. 
J.  P.  Durbm  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Missionary 

Board,  in  relation  to  the  circulation  of  religious  books  in 

Germany.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
NmA  inBU-       J)  P.  Kidder  presented  statistics  of  Newark  Wesl^ran 

Institute.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 
SwMiay-Sciiooi        Also  a  memoHttl  of  Sunday-School  Union,  and  a  memo- 
u»i<»-  rial  of  the  Editor  of  Tmots.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Tracts. 
lAydeiQgiiai.        M.  Raymond  presented  a  memorial  from  a  convention 

of  lay  delegates  of  the  M.  K  Church,  which  was  read  to 

the  Conference. 
P.  Cartwright  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 

Reviaals,  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 
cjommutM  or       A  motiou  was  then  made,  Thai  the  above  memorial  be 
wMity-Dine.     r^erred  to  a  special  comnuttee  of  twenty-nine. 
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Mored  to  lay  the  aboye  motioB  <m  tlie  taUe.    Lost.  ibyiL 

Hie  refldution  was  then  adopted* 

The  committee  was  instnioted  to  ^e  the  delegates  a 
heanng  on  the  subject  of  their  memonaL 

A  motion^  that  the  members  of  the  said  committee  be 
nominated  by  their  dekgationa  respectively,  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

J.  Porter  presented  a  memorial  itom  Aahbumham,  ask-  FnMiBgiUan. 
ing  for  the  abolishment  of  the  office  of  Presiding  Elders, 
and  supplying  its  place  by  that  of  Chaiiman  of  Districts,  in 
those  annual  conferences  which  may  prefer  such  an  arrange* 
ment.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

J.  P.  Durbin  presented  a  petition  of  Liberia  Conference,  uuru  Coota^ 
aridng  the  appointment  of  a  bishop  for  that  field  of  labour*  ^^ 
Befened  to  the  Conunittee  on  Missions. 

Also,  presented  the  minutes  of  the  two  last  sessions  of  ^i53SJf  ■^SSr- 
the  Or^n  and  California  Missbn  Conference.    Referred  mm. 
to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  California  Conference,  in  reference 
to  its  division.    Referred  to  the  C<mimittee  on  Boundaries. 

Also^  from  the  same  conference,  askmff  that  some  provision 
be  made  relating  to  ministers  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  coming 'within  the  bounds  of  that  confer- 
ence.   Referred  to  the  Committee  oa  Revisals. 

Also,  a  petition  from  brother  Simmons,  of  California,  ask-  ^'^'^^^ji^ 
kff  for  a  recognition  of  the  California  Christian  Advocate,  ^*^ 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  C<mcem. 

Bishop  Morris  presented  a  communication  from  Jmac'^^^^^ 
Owen,  of  San  Francisco.    Whereupon  it  was  ordered  that 
80  much  of  the  said  communicataon  aa  refors  to  a  book  de- 
pository, 4c.,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

The  papers  relating  to  lay  delegation,  which  were  prev-  ^^  ddtofMion. 
ionsly  lud  u]>on  the  t^le,  were  now  taken  up,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  kA  twenty-nine,  just  orderea. 

The  committee  ordered  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  < 
CatKchism  reported  by  D.  P.  Eiader,  was  announced  by 
die  chair^Ehaa  Bowen,  J.  H.  Power,  G.  Webber. 

S.  Comfort  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  :-*- 

"  Whereas,  some  obscniity  of  sentiment  and  practice  ob-  ^g^gjfi 
tains  among  us  respecting  the  rdation  between  baptism  and         •  wvi>«r* 
the  Lord's  Supper,  as  to  the  (»der  of  time  in  wh\ch  th^ 
should  be  administered,  therrfore, 

"lUtolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Bevisak  be  instructed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  inserting  a  rule  in 
the  directicms  relating  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  with  a  view  to 
promote  greater  uniformity  among  us,  and  report  thereon. 

"8,  COMFOET, 

H«  MAinaoK." 
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ibir  a  On  motion  of  brother  Reddy,  the  papers  on  lay  del^;a- 

iM^dOtgtXimi:  tion,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals,  were 
traiuferred  to  the  conmiittee  of  twenty-nine,  ordered  this 
mominif. 

The  time  of  adjournment  harinff  arrived,  notices  were 
g^ren,  and  the  Conference  adjourned. 

THUESDAT  MOENING,  MAY  6,  1852. 

liiij  6.  Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  services  by  I.  Chamberiayne^ 
the  journals  were  read  and  approved. 

L  Winner  and      I.  Winner  and  W.  Hunter  presented  their  certificates  of 

w.  Hnnt«r.  election  as  members  of  this  General  Conference,  and  tb«r 
names  were  entered  on  the  list* 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  order  of  the  day  was  sus- 
pended to  offer  the  following  resolution  :-^^ 

introdneUon  of     lUsolved,  That  the  conmiittee  for  superintending  the  ap- 

SwSnSind!*  poiutmeuts,  t(^ether  with  three  members  of  this  Conference, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  be  instructed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration, and  prepare  for  the  celebrating  of  the  mtrodnc- 
tion  ci  Methodism  into  New-England  by  Rev.  Jesse  Lee,  by 
appropriate  services  on  Boston  Common,  and  report  a  time 
and  person  suitable  to  deliver  an  address. 

On  motion  of  J.  Davis,  the  above  was  laid  on  the  table 
for  the  present. 
The  chair  announced  the  following  conmuttees : — 

Committee  on       Committee  on  Lay  Delegation, — ^M.  Simpson,  P.  Rice, 

]»ydeieg»tton.  q  q  Baker,  Z.  PhilKps,  B.  Creagh,  8.  G.  J.  Worthington, 
N.  D.  Geoige,  H.  J.  Clarike,  J.  C.  Asphiwall,  C.  Hobart,  Q. 
Baker,  J.  U.  Jenne,  J.  H.  Whalen,  R.  Haney,  S.  Comfort, 
A.  Foe,  J.  G.  Dunmitt,  J.  G.  Gulick,  J.  Marsee,  C.  J.  Houta, 
E.  H.  Pilcher,  I.  Ohamberlayne,  J.  Toung,  P.  Cartwright, 
A.  Griffith,  F.  Hodgson,  G.  F.  Brown,  D.  Patten,  and  M. 
Raymond. 

oommittee   on       Committee  on  Pastoral  Address. — C.  Elliott,  G.  Gary, 

JES?**   ^  J.  M'Clintock,  J.  A.  Gere,  A.  Stevens. 

Brother  Goode  moved  further  to  suspend  the  order  of 
the  day.    Agreed  to. 

Brother  Goode  presented  a  memorial  from  Indianapolis, 
on  boundaries.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

B.  Bpngne.  By  motion,  the  Conference  agreed  to  take  up  the  speeial 

order  of  the  day — ^the  appeal  of  E.  Sprague. 
J.  Holdich  offered  the  followinff : — 

ciMed  doon.  That  in  this,  and  all  the  appeal  cases  coming  before  us, 
the  Conference  sit  with  closed  doors.  This  motion  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

s.  Bpn^ne.  ^®  ^^^  called  on  the  appellant  to  state  the  grounds 

of  his  appeal.     E.  Sprague  gave  to  the  Conference  his 
reasons  for  appealing. 
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The  journals  and  documents  on  the  case  of  E.  Spragne       mr'i' 
were  read  to  the  Conference.    The  appellant*  £.  Sprague, 
was  then  heard  in  his  defence.    At  the  doeie  of  his  speech, 
the  following  resolution  prevaOed : — 

That  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  3  o'clock. 

By  motion,  the  case  of  E.  Sprague  was  laid  on  the  table 
for  the  present. 

J.  Porter  reported,  in  p£rt,  on  the  subject  of  the  funeral  bump  HMiding. 
services  of  Bishop  Heddmg,  as  follows : — 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the 
Bishops'  Address  which  related  to  the  decease  of  our  lament- 
ed Bishop  Hedding,  with  instructions  to  provide  for  suita- 
hle  funeral  services^  &c.,  beg  leave  to  report,  in  part,  as 
follows :— • 

Betolvtd,  That  the  said  services  be  solenmized  in  this 
house  on  Thursday  afternoon  next,  and  that  our  senior 
Bishop  Waugh  be  respectfully  requested  to  preach  a  sermon 
on  that  occamon. 

The  Conference  granted  the  committee  on  the  monument  Honnment. 
to  the  memory  of  our  deceased  bishops,  leave  to  pass  theur 
subscription-paper  through  the  Conference  room,  and  also 
to  receive  subscriptions  from  other  than  members  of  the 
Conference. 

J.  M'Clintock  was  excused  from  servmg  on  the  Book  J-  iroiintock. 
Committee,  and,  by  nomination  of  the  New-Jersey  del^a- 
tkm,  D.  P.  Kidder  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  D.  p.  udder. 

The  Conference  then  adjourned. 

Prayer  by  C.  B.  Tippett. 

Tbubsdat  Avtsbnoon. 

Bishop  Morris  in  the  chah*. 

The  Conference  met  at  3  o'clock,  and  was  opened  by 
readmg  the  Scriptures,  smging,  and  prayer  by  brother 
Phelps. 

Hie  joumid  of  the  morning  session  was  read  and  ap- 
proved 

The  case  of  E.  Sprague  was,  on  motion,  resumed,  and  A.  ^^L^   ^^^'^ 
Witherspoon,  on  the  part  of  the  Troy  Conference,  respond-  ■^■■*^* 
ed,  and  afterwards  Z.  Phillips  further  responded ;  after 
which  the  appellant  replied,  and  then  the  Conferrace,  on 
motion,  adjourned,  with  the  benedictaon  by  J.  Clark. 

FMDAY  MOENING,  MAT  7,  1852. 

Bishop  Janes  m  the  chair. 

The  religious  exercises  of  the  morninff  were  led  by  E.       ic»7  7. 
Bowen,  after  which  the  journals  were  re&  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  order  of  the  day  was  sus-  Oaie  u  i. 
pended,  and  the  Conference  resolved  to  take  up  the  case  ^SSSl  ^"^ 
of  K  Sprague. 


ii  Jcrnnal  €f  General  OaiffirmoBf  1858. 

Miy  f.  N.  Bangs  proposed  the  Mowing: — 

BemihMt  by  the  delegates  of  the  soTeral  annual  confer- 
«nce8,  in  General  Conference  oasembled.  That  the  action  of 
the  Troy  Annual  Oonferenoe,  hj  which  Esra  Spragoe  was 
ezpdled,  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  affirmed. 

Seconded  by  L.  Olark. 

P.  8.  Hill  moved  that  the  resolution  be  so  amended  as 
to  read,  '*that  the  actian  by  iMuch  E.  Spragoe  was  ex- 
pelled, be  not  affirmed." 

The  proposed  amendment  wa%  on  motion  of  P.  P.  Sand- 
ford,  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  Parks  moved,  as  a  sabstitate  for  N.  Bangs's  resdlution, 
the  following : — 

That  the  case  of  K  Sprague  be  referred  back  to  the  Th)j 
Conference  for  a  new  tnal  on  the  same  chaiges. 

The  substitute,  on  motion  of  L.  Hitchcod[,  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

C.  K.  True  proposed  to  submit  a  substitute,  that  called 
for  an  esroression  from  the  chair  as  to  what  was  the  usual 
method  of  action  in  appealed  cases. 

The  chair  stated,  that  in  the  Amraal  Conferences  the 
fairiiops  decided  questions  of  law ;  in  the  G^eneral  Confer- 
ence they  did  not.  That  was  the  reason  thero  had  been 
no  response  to  the  seyeral  appeals  that  had  be^n  made  to 
the  dttir.  He  had  stated,  m  Uie  early  part  of  the  prooeed- 
ings,  what  had  been  the  usage  di  former  General  Coiner- 
ences,  viz.,  to  refer  the  case  Mck  for  a  new  trial,  roveise  or 
affirm  the  decision  of  the  Annual  Conference.  The  propo- 
sition now  made  proposed  to  introduce  a  new  principle  and 
mode  of  proceeding.  If  the  Conference  choose  to  adopt  it, 
the  chair  does  not  question  its  authority  to  do  so. 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved,  that  we  adhere  to  oar  usual  course 
in  such  cases,  as  stated  bv  the  chair.    Not  sustained. 

The  resolution  of  N.  Banss,  affirming  the  action  of  the 
IW  Conference,  was  passed— yeas  110,  nays  97. 
imior  J.  M.       l!he  Conference  resolved  to  take  up  the  appeal  of  John 
^^*^-  M.  Pease,  of  the  New-Tork  East  Conference. 

After  some  renuuks  upon  this  case,  A.  IL  Osbon  moved 
to  refer  the  case  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  with  m» 
struction  to  make  a  npecial  report  thereon.    Canied. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended  to  present  the  fd- 
lowing: — 
coarior  AppMi.  '* &$olved,  That  the  subject  of  pnmdinff  for  a  c<mstitu* 
tional  test  and  council  of  appeal,  submitted  to  the  Genersl 
Conference  of  1848,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
same,  as  found  on  page  128  of  the  printed  journal,  be  called 
for  and  read.  Also^  that  it  be  committed  to  a  select  com* 
mittee  of  five,  with  instraotionB  to  report  a  bill  in  fonn. 

"L.  Clark, 
N.  Bangs." 
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The  resolution  was  adopted  Yb^  Ti 

L.  Gbu-k  {Mesemted  a  paper  toaehing  the  subject,  which 
IS  referred  to  the  above  committee.  ' 

The  order  of  the  day  was  further  suspended  to  admit  the 
following  resolution  :•«- 

Beiolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Gonceni  be  DiacHdine  in 
instructed  to  take  into  oc«sideration  the  expediency  of  hav-  ^^*^^- 
ing  our  t^k  of  DiscipliQe^  published  in  the  Swedish  Ian- 


lorderof  the  day  was  suspended  for  the  following : — 

On  motion,  the  Conference  reconsidered  the  vote  giving  court  or  Appeal. 
a  paper  from  the  Philadelphia  Conference  on  the  subject 
of  a  me&od  of  trying  appeals,  to  the  Committee  on  Revis* 
sals,  and  ordered  that  said  paper  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee just  ordered  on  that  subject 

The  order  of  the  day  was  further  suspended,  and  A.  ^jJ^JJ^uSJ. 
Mflffee  was  appointed  a  member  ci  the  Book  Committee,  tee. 
to  ml  a  place  vacated  by  the  illness  of  R.  Hopkins. 

The  order  (ji  the  day  was  further  suspended,  and,  on  t.  OMtton. 
motioa  of  D.  P.  Kidder,  T.  Carlton  was  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Temporal  Economy. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  indefinitely  suspended  by  vote. 

W.  H.  Goode  presented  the  following  resolution,  which 
iras  adopted : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  be  Tempona  loon- 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  the  fol-  ^^^' 
lowing  amendment  on  page  166  of  the  Discipline,  viz.,  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  word  ''years"  in  the  fifth  line  of 
paragraph  3,  section  2,  part  iii,  to  the  close  of  said  para- 
graph, and  insert  inst^  thereof,  "and  a  preacher  whose 
wife  is  dead,  leaving  a  child  or  children  of  such  age  as  to 
have  a  claim  for  support,  shall  be  allowed,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  estimating  comnuttee,  a  sum  sufficient  to  meet 
the  necessary  expenses  oi  his  family,  under  the  peculiar 
eiroumstances." 

H.  Kinsley  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  i.  j.  L.BMk«r. 
on  Revisals,  and  £.  J.  L.  Baker  appointed  to  fill  his  place. 

H.  Summers  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  w.  h.  Smpwm. 
of  the  Book  Concern,  and  W.  H.  Sampson  was  appointed 
in  his  place. 

T.  Carlton  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  on  P.  s.  Brown. 
Boundaries,  and  P.  £.  Brown  was  appointed  to  fill  his  place. 

J.  H.  Power  offered  the  followiiig : — 

Reeolved,  1st.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appomted  to  s^aoopai  .  de- 
collect  from  the  journals  of  the  several  Annual  Conferraces 
the  episcopal  decisions  there  recorded  on  all  questions  of 
law  and  the  administnition  of  discipline,  and  all  other  ques- 
tkms  that  pertain  to  our  economy. 

2d.  That  when  these  decisions  are  collected,  the  bishops 
be  raspectfully  requested  to  review,  revise,  and  prepare 
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■aj  T.  themi  together  with  those  of  th^r  official  deciaioiiB  which 
have  not  been  recorded  on  the  Annual  Conference  journals, 
for  publication  in  book  foim. 

dd.  That  when  they  are  thus  prepared,  the  Book  Agento 
be  directed  to  publish  these  official  decisions,  in  such  fonn 
that  they  can,  when  desired,  be  bound  together  with  the 
Discipline,  in  one  volume. 
A  motion  to  lay  the  above  on  the  table,  failed. 
By  motion  of  J.  Holdich,  the  resolutions  were  refen^d  to 
the  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  to  examine  and  report  thereon. 
xiMtoii  conibr-     F.  Hodgson  presented  a  memorial  from  coloured  brethren 
in  the  bounds  of  Philadelphia  Conference,  in  regard  to  setting 
apart  a  Mission  Conference.     Referred  to  Com.  on  Missions. 
B«MiuUon8    of     J.  H.  Power  offered  the  foUowing : — Rmdved,  That  ih» 
eooe^ to^uTpob^  resolutions  of  the  General  Conference  which  are  to  govern 
iMi«d-  in  the  administration  of  discipline,  be  also  collected  by  said 

committee,  and  published  as  above  indicated. 

It  was  referred  to  Com.  on  Episcopacy,  with  instructions  to 

consider  and  report  thereon.    By  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  chair  announced  the  committee  ordered  this  mom- 

Court  of  AppMi  ing  on  the  subject  of  a  court  of  appeal,  via.,  L.  Clark,  L. 

committ^..      g^^^^  jj  Kinsley,  L.  W.  Beny,  J.  Porter. 

Conference  adjourned.    Benediction  by  H.  Slicer. 

SATURDAY,  MAT  8. 

Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 
Mity  8.  Conference  met  at  8  o'clock,  and  was  opened  by  reading 

the  Scriptures,  singing,  and  prayer  by  G.  Webber. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  corrected,  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  taken  up. 
oenerri  WMtooh     P.  P.  Sandford  presented  the  report  of  the  General  Mia- 
report!^™™       sionary  Committee  for  the  last  four  years,  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  be  filed  with  the  Conference  papers.     (See 
Appendix  D,  p.  134^ 
Report  of  New-     The  report  of  the  New- York  Book  Committee  was  present- 
Gommiue^      ^  '^^^  1^^,  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 
Exhibitor  West-     The  Agents  of  the  Western  Book  Concern  in  Cmcinnati 
ern^ Book  Con-  jjjyj  i^^ve  to  present  their  exhibit  of  that  establishment, 
which  was  read.    Also  the  Agents'  report  of  the  same  con- 
cern for  the  last  four  years,  was  read,  and  both  papers  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

The  report  of  the  Book  Committee  on  the  Western  Book 
Western  Book    Concem  was  presented,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 

Concem  report.  ^^^  ^^  ^^  g^j^  Concem. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  Conference  reconsidered  the 
Oeneig^Mtarfon-  vote  by  which  the  report  of  the  General  Missionary  Com- 
illSport.  "^  ^^^  mittee  was  disposed  of,  and  said  report  was  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Publication,  to  be  disposed  of  at  their  diacretioii 


J.  A.  Collmft  presented  aaid  read  a  report,  in  part,  of  the       ifvar  & 
Oomiiiittee  on  the  Book  Concern,  the  several  resolutions  of 
vhich  Wore  -odeved  to  be  acted  upon  item  bj  item. 

niFOBT. 

**  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  memoriak  of  P.  B.  Stover,  W.  M.  Meminger, 
and  Mrs.  Ann  Hensley,  praying  release  from  claims  held 
by  the  Book  Agents ;  the  resolution  of  the  North  Ohio 
(Xxiference  in  relation  to  the  claim  against  H.  0.  Sheldon; 
and  of  the  £rie  Conference,  in  relation  to  the  claim  against 
D.  Pritchard ;  and  also  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Williams, 
in  relation  to  the  publication  of  a  cheap  commentary  upon 
the  Bible — ^have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report  thereon : — 

"The  memorial  of  P.  R.  Stover  states,  that  on  the  18th  ^-  RStorer. 
day  of  January,  1851,  he  mailed  at  St.  Albans,  for  the 
Bode  Agents  at  New- York,  the  sum  of  $20,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books,  which  did  not  reach  its  destmation;  to 
which  is  appended  the  certificate  of  the  ]^tmaster  at  St. 
Albans,  testifying  to  the  mailing  of  the  letter  at  the  time 
specified. 

*<  There  is  no  doubt  that  by  some  means  the  money  was 
lost  on  its  passage ;  but  as,  by  an  established  principle  in 
the  transaction  of  their  business,  J;he  Agents  do  not  hold 
themselves  responsible  for  money  mailM  to  them  in  pay- 
meoi  for  books,  m  view  of  the  large  discount  made  on  th^n 
to  travelling  preachers,  your  Committee  are  of  o|Hnion  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  for  relief  ought  not  to  be  grant- 
ed, and  therefore  recommend  to  the  General  Conference  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution : — 

''Besolved,  That  the  request  of  P.  R.  Stover,  contained 
in  his  memorial  to  this  Qeneral  Conference,  to  be  released 
from  the  claim  held  against  him  by  the  Book  Agents  at 
New- York,  be  not  granted." 

This  resolution  was  adopted. 

"  The  memorial  of  W.  M.  M^ninger  represents,  that  w.  il  Mmxdn' 
he  had  recdved  from  Jehu  Hank,  a  local  preacher  on  ^^• 
Monroe  Circuit,  Baltimore  Conference,  the  sum  of  $100,  to 
he  paid  to  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York,  and  on  his  way 
to  Conference  he  pas^  through  Washington  city,  and 
vinted  the  senate  chamber,  where  the  money  was  picked 
from  his  pockety  which  fact  is  certified  to  by  J.  W.  Ewing 
and  B.  D.  Chambers,  The  memorialist,  under  the  impres- 
Non  that  he  is  responsibfe  to  the  Book  Agents  for  this 
money,  prays  the  General  Conference  to  release  hun  from 
that  UabUity. 

"  Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  General  Con- 
ference has  no  jurisdiction  in  the  case,  as  presented  in  the 


M^  8.       memorial,  and  recommend  tbe  adoptkm  <rf  the  foBowing 

'  resolution: — 

*'IU9olved,  That  the  Book  Committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  considerataon  of  the  memorial  of  W.  M.  Mem- 


i  resolution  was  adopted. 
Mn.  A.  Hendey.  «  Mn.  Ann  Hensley  prajs  to  be  released  from  the  pay- 
ment of  a  certain  note^  held  by  the  Agents  at  Cincinnsti 
against  her  deceased  husband,  on  the  ground  that  the  note 
was  given  for  a  debt  contracted  before  their  marriage,  for 
which  she  recdved  no  benefit,  and  all  then*  means  had  becSi 
exhausted  in  meeting  their  Gabilities,  especially  those  to  the 
Book  Ooncem. 

"It  appears  that  the  Agents  hold  two  notes  against 
brother  Hensley,  and  the  petitioner  ai^  to  be  released  from 
the  payment  of  the  note  of  the  oldest  date — stating  that 
she  will  tiy  to  pay  the  other. 

"  In  view  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  in  this  case,  the 
Oonunittee  recommend  to  the  Greneral  Conference  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolutions : — 

'*Eaolved,  1st.  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cindnnatt  have 
no  claim  againsi  sister  Hensley  for  the  payment  of  the  old 
note,  referred  to  m  her  memorial,  and  that  they  be,  and 
hereby  are,  directed  to  cancel  the  same. 

Resolved,  2d.  That  if,  on  examination,  the  Agents  find 
endorsements  of  credit  4on  the  old  note  for  moneys  paid 
since  the  death  of  brother  Hensley,  they  be,  and  hereby 
are,  instructed  to  enter  said  credits  upon  the  other  note  of 
later  date." 

The  above  resolutions  were  adopted. 
H.  o.  Bb«]doD.        « In  r^rd  to  the  claim  affainst  H.  O.  Sheldon,  and  the 
claim  against  Daniel  Pritchard,  your  Committee  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: — 

"Beiolved,  That  the  claim  against  H.  O.  Sheldon  for 
$724  88,  and  the  clann  against  Daniel  Pritchard  for  |1 13, 
be  referred  to  the  Book  Agents,  to  be  settled  at  their  dis- 
cretion." 

Brother JHill  moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  release  D.  Pritch- 
ard from  his  debt  to  the  Book  Concern,  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

J.  H.  Power  moved  to  amend,  so  that  the  claim  of  HL 
O.  Sheldon  be  referred  to  the  Book  Agents,  with  power  to 
compound  the  debt  at  thdr  discretion.    Laid  on  tne  table. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 
oouM^  on  "The  memorial  of  Samuel  Williams  prays  the  General 
Conference  to  cause  to  be  published  a  brief  but  compre- 
hensive Commentary  upon  the  Bible,  adapted  to  the  use  of 
the  great  body  of  the  Methodist  people,  either  as  an  abridg- 
ment of  the  standard  Commentaries  now  in  existence  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  or  as  an  orighia]  work. 
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'^Thetubjeet  embraced  k  the  meoKnial  merits  the  favour-       iby  & 
able  coDsideratioQ  of  the  Gtoeral  Conference,  and  your  Com- 
mittee recommend  the  adoptionof  the  following  resolutions : — 

^  £et<dved,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  the  General  Confer- 
enoe,  it  is  dedrable  that  a  cheap  Commentary  upon  the 
Bible  should  be  published  by  our  Book  Concern  as  soon  as 
piacticable." 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

"Besolved,  That  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Williams,  of  MemorM    or 
Cincinnati,  m  relation  to  this  subject,  contains  many  valua-  ^^f  ^"~ 
ble  suggestions,  and  is  hereby  referred  to  the  Book  Agents 
and  Editors  at  New-York. 

" JoHK  A.  Collins,  Chairman" 

This  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  report,  as  a  whole,  was  then  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported  m  part.  ^SSSoa?  S 

The  following  alterations,  recommended  by  the  Board  at  poru^^  "^ 
New- York,  were  concurred  in  by  the  Conference : — 

In  Article  6th,  to  add  the  word  "  respectively  **  after  Aite»tionB    in 
'<  Conferences,"  in  the  fifth  line  from  the  beginning.    Also,  JSJnUon7^^" 
to  add  the  words  *'in  their  own  body,"  2fter  vje  word 
"  occur,"  in  the  fourth  line  from  the  conclusion. 

In  Article  7th,  strike  out  the  word  ''April,"  and  insert 
the  word  "  November." 

In  Article  lOtb,  to  add  to  the  article  the  words,  "  of  the 
meeting  at  which  the  minutes  are  read  and  approved." 

In  Article  11th,  in  the  third  line  from  the  beginning,  to 
strike  out  the  words  **  with  branches ;"  also,  all  after  the 
word  "  prescribe,"  in  the  fourth  line  from  the  beginning. 

In  Article  12th,  in  first  line,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  or 
branch ;"  also,  insert  in  first  line,  after  "  society,"  the  words 
"  or  donor."  Also,  to  strike  out,  at  the  close  of  the  article, 
"^  into  the  treasury  of  the  parent  Society,  to  be  appro* 
pnated  as  the  Constitution  directs,"  and  insert  in  lieu  there- 
of the  words,  "  shall  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society  for  its 
general  purposes." 

In  Article  13th,  to  strike  out,  after  the  word  "New- 
York,"  in  the  sixth  line,  the  following  words,  "  at  the  time 
ci  the  holding  of  the  Anniversaiy  of  the  Missionary  Society," 
and  insert  the  following  words,  "  between  the  first  and  fif- 
teenth of  November,  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  Corre- 
sponding Secretary  and  Treasurer." 

Also,  to  strike  out,  line  eleventh  from  the  b^inning,  the 
words  "in  conjunction  with,"  and  insert  the  words  "with 
the  concurrence  of."  Also,  to  strike  out  of  the  twelfth  line 
the  words  *' bishop  who  shall  preside  in  the  New- York 
Conference,"  and  msert  the  words  "with  the  concurrence 
of  at  least  two  of  the  bishops."  A]so,  in  fifth  Ime  from 
I  the  conelusion  of  first  paragraph,  to  strike  out  the  words 

"the  presiding,"  and  ipsert  the  words  "two  or  more." 

3 
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M^  8.  In  Article  14th,  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  them/* 

in  sev^ith  line  from  the  be^nning. 

Articles  15th  and  16th :  to  stiue  out  both  of  these  arti* 
cles,  and  in  lieu  of  the  latter  part  of  Article  14th,  and  of 
Articles  15th  and  16th,  insert  the  following  articles,  viz. : — 

"  XY.  Each  Superintendent  of  Missions,  and  wha«  there 
is  no  Superintendent,  each  Missionary^  shall  make  a  regular 
quarterly  report  to  the  Correspondmg  Secretary  at  New- 
York,  giving  information  of  the  state  and  prospects  of  the 
several  missions  under  his  care. 

''  XYI.  Each  Missionary  shall  report  to  his  Superintend- 
ent once  a  quarter,  in  writing,  the  state  and  prospects  of  the 
specific  wonc  in  which  he  is  engaged. 

"  XVII.  No  one  shall  be  acuiowledged  a  Missionary,  or 
receive  support  from  the  funds  ci  this  Society,  who  has  not 
'  some  definite  field  assigned  him,  or  who  could  not  be  an 
effective  labourer  on  a  circuit,  except  as  provided  for  in  Arti- 
cle 5th. 

"  XYUI.  This  Constitution  shall  not  be  altered  but  by  the 
General  Conference,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Board 
of  Managers ;  or  by  the  Board,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  General  Conference." 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  presented  a  report,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  beg  leave  to  report,  in 
part,  as  follows: — 
J.  IL  VMie.  **  Th^  have  had  under  consideration  the  complaint  of 

John  Morris  Pease  agunst  the  action  of  the  !Nlew-York 
East  Conference,  by  which  he  was  denied  his  divid^ids  as 
a  superannuated  member  of  that  body,  for  the  years  1849 
and  1851,  and  submit  the  following  resolution  in  the  case 
for  consideration : — 

**  Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  conference  in  this  case 
be  reversed,  and  brother  Pease  be  paid,  from  its  funds,  his 
dividends  for  those  years,  with  interest. 

'<  HsMAN  Bangs,  Chairman, 

"Bo8TOK,Aray8,1852." 

The  report  was  adopted. 
Biahop  HeddiDff.     The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  memorandum  in 
reference  to  Bishop  Hedding,  deceased,  to  be  placed  upon 
the  journal  of  the  Conference,  reported. 
The  report  was  referred  back  to  the  Committee. 
J.  M'Clintock  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted : — 
▼w^^vWoB     Resolved,  That  the  matter  of  arrangement  and  verbal 
0        pune.    pgyiaion  of  ^^  Discipline  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Bevisals. 
ggtogy  Con-       E.  Whitten  presetted  a  memorial  in  reference  to  the  for- 
"^  mation  of  a  Conference  in  Kentucky,  which  was  referred  to 

the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


Jtmmal  of  Oenend  Confermu,  1862.  36 

The  seedon  was  extended  fire  mmutes.  Maj  8. 

Brother  Brown  presented  a  memorial  from  Orrin  Pier,  ^,^11  Pier, 
of  Troy  Conference,  asking  whether  an  Annual  Conference 
has  a  right  to  leave  one  of  its  members  without  an  appomt- 
ment,  for  the  purpose  of  trial.    Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Itinerancyf 

The  report  of  the  Western  Book  Agents  was  referred  to  Weitem  Book 
the  Committee  of  Publication,  for  publication   in   Zion's  ^«*"^ 
Herald. 

O.  Peck  presented  a  paper  from  E.  L.  Fancher,  Esq.,  e.  l.  Fraober. 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Church  Suit 

G.  Peck  presented  resolutions  from  the  Quarterly  Con-  Bonadwies. 
ference  of  Hancock,   Deposit,  and   Cannonsville,  against 
alterations  of  boundaries.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

J.  M.  Snyder  presented  a  memorial  from  Newfield  sta- 
tion, Oneida  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  boundaries, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Conomittee  on  Boundaries. 

O.  0.  Baker  presented  the  statistics  of  New-Hampshire  ^JnfSS^OT***™ 
Conference  Seminary,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  Seminary. 
on  Education. 

P.  E.  Brown  presented  a  paper  from  Warsaw,  Genesee  BUvery. 
Conference,  on  the  subject  of  Slavery.    Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

J.  Young  presented  a  paper  on  the  license  of  local  i^ocai  Preaohert. 
preachers.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

A  petition  from  E.  A.  Rice,  of  Portersville,  Vermont,  e.  a.  Bioe. 
asking  to  be  released  from  a  debt  due  the  Book  Concern, 
was  presented.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

A  memorial  from  Bradford  circuit,  Erie  Conference,  on  the  Boomurtee. 
subject  of  boundaries,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

Conference  adjourned.    Benediction  by  D.  Webb. 

MONDAY,  MAY  10. 

Bishop  Morris  m  the  chair.  Hay  10. 

After  the  usual  religious  services,  led  by  E.  E.  Griswold, 
the  journals  were  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

J.  G.  Dimmett,  whose  credentials  were  read  some  days  J.  o.  Dtmmett. 
smce,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  committee  appomted  to  prepare  a  minute  for  the 
journals  of  this  Conference  touching  the  decease  of  Bishop 
Bedding,  reported  the  following,  which  was  adopted : — 

Whereas  it  hath  pleased  Almighty  God,  in  his  infinite  BUhop  Hedding. 
wisdom,  to  remove  from  among  us,  by  death,  our  senior 
Bishop,  the  Rev.  Elijah  Hedding,  who  died  in  Poughkeep- 
sie,  New- York,  April  9th,  1862,  in  the  seventy-second  year 
of  his  age,  and  in  the  fifty-first  of  his  ministry ; 
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lUy  la  Therefore,  Eesolved,  That  this  General  Ck>iifereDce  makes 

this  record  upon  its  journal  as  a  token  of  profound  respect 
for  the  decefused,  as  a  minister  of  unblemished  reputation* 
deep  theological  knowledge,  sound  experience  in  the  things 
of  uod;  of  Christian  simplicity  and  hol^  tempets  as  a 
Christian;  as  an  able  and  impartial  administrator  of  the 
discipline  of  the  Church,  sweeUy  and  delightfully  blending 
together  the  dignity  of  the  Bishop  with  the  urbanity  of  the 
Christian  gentleman ;  and  who  at  last  died  in  peace  and 
holy  triumph,  with  a  well-ffrounded  hope  of  immortality 
and  eternal  life.  May  we  f (Slow  him  as  he  followed  Christ  1 
Brother  Adams  moved  to  amend  the  above,  by  inserting 
after  the  words  "  his  ministiy  "  several  resolutions,  which 
were,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

BcT.Dr.Onoi.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Green,  from  the  Wesleyan  connexion  in 
Canada,  was  introduced  to  the  Conference,  and  his  creden- 
tials read. 

BUiop  HamUne.  The  Superintendents  presented  a  communication  from 
Bishop  Hamline,  tendering  his  resignation  of  the  Episcopal 
office,  which  was  read ;  Sso,  a  letter  from  his  physicians, 
which  was  read.  His  parchment  of  ordination  was  also 
presented.  These  documents  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Episcopacy. 

Baport  or  Mit-     The  Committee  on  Missions  reported.    That  part  of  the 
itoiunr    <3<"n- Import  touching  alterations  in  our  Discipline,  relating  to 
missions,  was  read,  and,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  brother  Slicer,  the  above  report  was  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  next. 

Wb«rt»Annwi     The  committee  further  reported  on  the  petition  of  the 
^      Liberia  Annual  Conference,  asking  a  Bishop  for  said  Con- 
ference.   The  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  leaving  out  the  name  recommended  for  Super- 
intendent. 

togwMeof  Ftor-     The  committee  further  reported  on  the  resolution  of  the 
***       ^"^  Providence  Conference,  relating  to  the  extension  of  our 
foreign  missionary  field,  and  recommended  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution  of  said  Conference,  viz. : — 

**  Resolved,    That  the  time  has  fully  come,  when  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ou|^ht  to  increase  the  numbet 
and  the  extent  of  her  foreign  missions." 
Adopted  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote. 

^creM8  of  >^     P.  Cartwriffht  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : — 

dUtt  te^Sf  '  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  directed 
to  consider  and  report  specially  on  the  necessity  and  manner 
of  extending  our  missions  among  the  Indian  tribes  in  this 
country. 

Minff  Apnyer     C.  K.  True  offered  the  following : — 

teMoraiAboiir-  ^^i^^d,  m  view  of  the  great  and  increasing  demand 
of  the  work  at  home  and  abn^  for  ministerial  la&ur.  That 
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die  General  Conference  recommend  to  the  several  Annual      luy  la 
Ckmferenees,  to  set  apart  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  at 
nich  time  as  they  respectively  snail  judge  expedient,  to  im- 
plore the  great  Head  of  the  Church  to  raise  up  and  send 
forth  more  lahourers  into  the  harvest.     Carried. 

The  conmiittee  to  whom  the  memorial  from  Washington  Ohnrohinwaah- 
city,  touching  the  erection  of  a  church  m  that  city,  was  re-  '^***®"  ^^^' 
ferrod,  reported,  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

Beeolv&d,  1.  That  we  cordially  approve  of  the  erection  of 
a  new  house  of  worship  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
m  the  city  of  Washington,  as  contemplated  hy  our  brethren 
in  their  memorial. 

Sesolved,  2.  That  regarding  the  success  of  thb  enter- 
prise as  of  high  importance  to  the  interests  of  Methodism 
throughout  the  country,  we  will  give  it  our  individual  in- 
fluence in  our  respective  Annual  Conferences,  and,  by  all 
appropriate  means,  aid  in  its  promotion. 

J.  Young  presented  the  following : — 

Besolvea,  That  a  special  committee  of  three  be  appomt-  ^^'"•P^^" 
ed  by  the  chair  to  take  into  consideration  the  propnety  of    ****  "     "** 
attempting  to  obtain,  without  war,  bloodshed,  or  any  unjust 
or  unchristian  measure,  the  same  religious  privileges  for 
Protestants,  in  Rome,  and  other  Catholic  countries,  that 
Catholics  enjoy  in  the  iTnited  States.    Adopted. 

The  chair  appointed  C.  Elliott,  J.  P.  Durbin,  W.  T.  Har- 
low, said  committee. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended,  to  receive  memori- 
als and  petitions. 

Z.  Phillips  presented  a  paper  adverse  to  lay  delegation,    iaj  DeiBc»aoii. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  that  subject. 

L.  D.  Brown  presented  a  paper  from  Troy,  New- York,  on  i^oo^  i 
the  subject  of  a  course  of  study  for  local  preachers.    Re- 
feired  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Also,  a  paper  from  Tro^,  askmg  that  all  that  relates  to  sitynga  la 
seating  our  congregations  m  our  churches  be  stricken  from  ^'"^•^ 
the  Discipline.    Referred  to  the  Committee  oa  Revisals. 

D.  Starks  presented  the  resolution  passed  by  Stillwater  uj 
Qnarterfy  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  lay  delegation. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  that  subject 

Also,  a  similar  paper  from  Mechanicsrille  Station.  Re- 
ferred to  the  same  Committee. 

A  paper  from  Vermont  Conferences  on  the  subject  of  , 
Sabbath  schools,  was  referred  to  Committee  on  &ibbath 
schools. 

Also,  a  paper  from  same  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  stovwy. 
Slavery,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Also,  a  paper  touching  revisioa  of  Discipline,  was  refer-  DifldpUiM. 
red  to  Committed  on  Revisals. 

W.  Hunter  presented  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  bounda- 
ries.   Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bounaaries. 
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fSale  of  Bookfl. 


fionndftilM. 


Tmstowof 
Ohnrohes. 


T.  M.  Hudson  presented  a  paper,  touching  the  subjeol 
of  the  sale  of  our  hooks.  Referred  to  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern. 

mme  of  Probft-  Brother  Worthington  moved  to  refer  so  much  of  the 
journals  of  the  Western  Virginia  Conference  as  relates  te 
the  subject  of ,  the  time  of  probation  for  travelling  preach- 
ers. Itieferred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 
Looai  PreMheis.  Also,  i^  much  of  the  journal  of  said  Conference  as  re- 
lates to  the  subiect  of  a  course  of  study  for  local  preach- 
ers, was  referred  to  the  same  committee^ 

Bishop  Wau^h  presented  a  petition  from  Cumberland  Cir- 
cuit (Pittsbui^h  Conference)  Quarterly  Conference,  relating 
to  boundaries.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

H.  Summers  presented  a  paper,  asking  a  change  in  our 
rule  relative  to  Trustees  of  Churches.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Temporal  Economy. 
^^  **  Proba-  j^  Coil  moved.  That  so  much  of  the  journal  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Conference  as  relates  to  the  time  of  probation  in  the 
Annual  Conference,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itmer- 
ancy. 

H.  Mattison  presented  the  statistical  report  of  the  Black 
River  Conference  Seminary.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Education. 

C.  Kingsley  presented  two  papers,  on  the  subject  of  Slar 
very — one  from  Lebanon  Circuit,  and  one  from  Kelson  Cir- 
cuit, Erie  Conference.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

J.  H.  Whallen  presented  a  similar  paper  from  Ravenna 
Circuit.     Similarly  referred. 

J.  Brooks  presented  a  memorial  from  Burlington,  Iowa, 
on  the  subject  of  a  Book  Depository  and  Conference  Paper. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

J.  Dennis  presented  a  paper  from  Rochester,  asking  for  a 
rule  defining  the  duties,  d^c,  of  a  Leaders'  Meeting.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Also,  a  paper  from  Asbury  Church,  Rochester  District, 
asking  some  changes  in  our  Discipline.     Referred  as  above. 

Moved,  That  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the  East  Genesee 
Conference  as  relates  to  changes  in  Discipline  relative  to 
tiie  subject  of  claimants  on  Conference  Funds,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

J.  H.  Trimble,  presented  the  memorial  of  Letitia  S.  Doud, 
asking  that  her  dividend  from  the  funds  of  the  Church  be 
not  withheld.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

S.  T.  Oillett  presented  an  extract  from  the  journals  of  the 
North  Indiana  Conference  on  the  subject  of  Sunday-school 
Depositories.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

W.  H.  Goode  presented  papers  on  the  subject  of  bounda- 
ries.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

P.  Cartwright  presented  brother  Bird's  petition  for  the 
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dmflkm  of  the  Missoori  Conference.    Referred  to  the  Com-      iiayia 
nnitee  on  Boundaries. 

J.  Young  presented  a  petition  from  Putnam,  Ohio,  on  siATwy. 
the  subject  of  Slarery.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revuals. 

Brother  Hobart  presented  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  the  lOaoiixi  cmdn- 
dlYision  of  the  Missouri  Conference.     Referred  to  the  Com-  ^^ 
mittee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Heath  presented  a  statistical  report  of  Worthing-  Wortbingum  v»- 
ton  Female  Seminary.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ed-  "^  8«ni«»y- 
ucation. 

A  letter  from  J.  B.  Finley,  on  the  subject  of  boundaries*  i 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

G.  W..  Walker  presented  a  paper  on  the  sanv  s'.!»ject. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Bbhop  Janes  presented  a  paper  from  Rushvillij  Cii-cuit,  igy  ^^.-^^ 
Ohio  Conference,  asking  for  lay  representation  in  the  Qeneral  oongregftUons.^ 
Conference,  and  praying  that  no  rule  be  passed  to  prevent  any 
congregation  from  seating  themselves  in  churco  according 
to  their  own  will.  Referred*^the  first  part  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Lay  Del^^ation ;  the  latter  part  to  the  Committee 
onRevisals. 

Bishop  Waugh  presented  a  petition  from  W.  Simmons  w. 
and  others,  touching  the  names  to  be  given  to  the  Ohio 
Conference  when  di^ed.    Referred  to  Sie  Conunittee  on 
Boundaries. 

P.  Cartwright  presented  a  memorial  from  the  deles 
of  Mchigan,  Indiana,  North  Indiana,  Rock  River,  Wis- 
consin, Aussouri,  and  Illinois,  asking  for  a  Book  Depository 
and  Church  Paper  at  Chicago,  and  also  for  a  Depository 
and  Church  Paper  at  St.  Louis.  Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Book  Concern. 

Qeorffe  Ta^iilor's  appeal  from  the  Michigan  Conference,  Geo.  avtor. 
was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Friday  next,  immediately 
after  reading  the  journals. 

The  i^peal  of  D.  J.  Snow,  of  Illinois  Conference,  was  ix  j.  i 
made  the  order  of  tiie  day  for  Saturday  morning  next,  at 
9  o'clock. 

M.  Simpson  presented  the  concurrence  of  the  Indiana Loodi 
Conference  with  the  Erie  Conference,  asking  the  General 
Conference  to  prescribe  a  course  of  study  for  local  preach- 
ers.   Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Reposals. 

Bishop  Janes  presented  the  memorial  of  N.  N.  Robin-  iiiMto. 
son,  of  Baltimore,  respectinff  instrumental  music.    Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Kevistds. 

J.  A.  Gere  presented  a  paper  from  Bloomingdale  CSrcuit»  i«ji>«togaMoii. 
Baltimore  Coherence,  affamst  a  division  of  the  Baltimore 
Conference,  and  against  lay  delegation.    The  first,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries ;  the  second,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Lay  Delegation. 
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Mt^ix  ^'  BaymicHid  presented  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  Ohnreb 

ChuTohdebtiuid  ^^^^*    Also,  jft  paper,  asking  some  alteration  of  tlie  Disoi- 


pline  touching  Bands,  <&c.     Both  papers  were  r^erred  to  the 
Committee  on  Bevisals. 

fOamrj.  M.  tlaymond  presented  a  resolution  of  the  New-England 

Oonfer^iee  on  the  subject  of  Slavery.    Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Reyisals. 

Change!  in  Dto-     Also,  a  memorial  from  P.  Crandall,  asldng  some  changes 

dpUne.  1,1  i}^Q  Discipline.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal 

Economy. 

Biftyery.  D.  Wise  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  Slavety. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Bishop  Janes  presented  a  memorial  from  Flat  River  Cnr- 
cuit,  Michigan  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  Slavery.  Re- 
ferred as  above. 

FnHdiBf  Eidon.  A  memorial  from  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Cochesett 
Station,  praying  for  some  alteration  in  the  manner  of  ap- 
pointing rresidmg  Elders.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisals. 

Genuny  Book     A  memorial  from  our  German  preachers  in  Germany, 

Depotitoiy.  asking  for  a  Book  Depositcny,  &c.,  was  presented,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  German  Work, 

Cbaagw  wmmg     S.  Landon  presented  a  memorial  from  one  of  the  Qoar- 

^"•^^'•-  terly  Meetings  of  Williamsfonrgh,  seeking  to  secure  changes 
among  our  preachers  in  cities  and  vills^es.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

sonday  -  mIkka     The  Conference  was  invited,  by  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
AjmiTonu^.    langements  for  the  Suncby-school  Anniversary,  to  join  in 
the  services,  and  be  present  at  the  anniversary.     D.  Wise 
offered  the  followmg  resolution  :>^ 

Beiolved,  That  wq  accept  the  invitaticm  so  respectfully 
tendered  to  us  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  the 
celebration  of  the  Anniversary  of  our  Sunday-School  Union ; 
which  was  adopted. 

Anonymow  LcA-     Bishop  Janes  presented  an  anonymous  letter,  asking 
^*  the  General  C(Hiference  to  interfere  in  settling  some  diffi- 

culties of  our  Wesleyan  brethiren  in  England.    Laid  on  the 
table. 

sixttiBMfetietiTe     H.  Mattisou  presented  the  followmg  report,  which  was 
^"^^^  adopted:-*. 

Whereas  the  General  Conference  of  1848  recommend- 
ed, by  a  vote  of  ninety-nine  to  forty-seven,  in  the  event 
of  the  occurrence  of  certam  specified  contingencies  in  the 
Annual  Conferences,  to  so  feur suspend  the  "sixth restrictive 
rule"  of  the  Discipline  as  to  aiUhorize  our  Book  Affents 
at  New-Tork  and  Cincinnati  to  submit  the  claim  of  the 
« Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,"  to  arbitration; 
and 

Whereas,  the  specified  oontingendes  ooourrinff,  the  sub- 
ject was  presented  by  our  Bishops  to  fourteen  of  Sie  twenty- 
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imie  Ammal  Coaksenees  for  their  eoncurranee  or  diBflent ;     'm^  la 
and 

Wliereas  no  official  letnrns  are  as  ^et  b^ore  hb,  showing 
the  state  <^  the  vote  upon  this  question,  m  the  sereral  An- 
nual Conferences  to  which  it  was  presented ;  therefore, 

Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instmct- 
ed  to  examine  the  journals  of  the  several  Amiual  Confer- 
enees  in  regard  to  said  vote,  and  report  to  this  body. 

Z.  Phillips  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  B.  Wm 
on  Lay  Delation,  and  the  chab  appcxnted  brother  Wes- 
oott  to  fill  his  place. 

H.  Slicer  presented  the  petition  of  J.  W.  Haughawout  to  jr.  w. 
be  released  from  a  debt  to  the  Book  Conceni,  he  having  ^^^ 
onee  mailed  the  amount  to  pay  it    Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern. 

J,  Davis,  the  chahman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Church  Ohnroh  suit. 
Suit,  asked  the  Conference  for  information  in  regard  to  the 
duty  of  that  committee,  saying  that  his  understanding  was, 
that  it  was  designed  that  they  should  consider  the  l^ew- 
Toik  suit  alone. 

H.  Slicer  moved,  That  the  understanding  of  the  chair- 
man be  considered  the  sense  of  this  Conference.     Carried. 

Conference  adjourned.    Benediction  by  Bishop  Waugh. 

TUESDAY,  MAT  11. 

Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair.  icay  u- 

The  Ccnferenoe  met  at  8  o'clock,  and  was  opened  by 
reading  the  Scriptures,  smging,  and  prayer  by  W.  Barnes. 

The  journal  of  the  preceding  session  was  read,  corrected, 
and  approved. 

J.  Holdich  asked,  and  received  for  himself  and  K  Thorn-  Imts    of  Ab- 
Mm,  leave  of  absence  sfter  to-day  for  the  purpose  of  attend-  '"'^' 
ing  the  anniversary  of  the  American  Bible  Society. 

The  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy  repented  m  part  as  Biabop  HsibUim. 
follows : — "  They  have  had  the  communication  from  Bishop 
Hamline  under  consideration,  and  present  the  following  res- 
olutions, and  recommend  their  adopticm  by  the  Conference : — 

"  Whereas  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God  deeply  to  afiSict 
our  beloved  Bishop  Hamlme,  and  whereas  he  has  been  laid 
aside  from  active  service  thereby ;  therefore, 

''  Beiolvedj  1 .  That  we  smcerely  sympathize  with  our  be- 
loved Superintendent  m  his  afSictions. 

**  Besolved,  2.  That,  after  havmg  fuDy  examined  his  ad- 
mimstration  for  the  last  four  years,  his  administration  and 
eharact^  be,  and  hereby  are,  approved. 

''Whereas  Bishop  Hamline  has  tendered  his  resignation 
in  the  following  language,  to  wit: — '  And  now,  I  think  that 
the  circumstances  warrant  my  declining  the  office.  Eight 
yean  ago,  I  felt  that  Divine  Providence  bad  strangely  called 
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mb^el'  metoiheoffice.  I  now  feel  that  the  same  Ph>vid0iioep0r» 
mits  me  to  retire.  I  therefore  tender  my  resignation,  and 
request  to  be  released  from  my  official  responsilnlities,  as 
soon  as  the  way  is  prepared  by  the  Episcopal  committee/ 
Therefore, 

**Ee9olvei,  8.  That  the  restfnation  of  Bishop  Hamline  of 
his  office  as  a  Bishop  of  the  ^thodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
the  United  States  of  America,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is^ 
accepted. 
'*  All  which  b  respectfully  submitted, 

<<P.  P.  Sakdvobd,  Ohcurmem. 
•'BoAEOV,  May  11, 1862/' 

It  was  ordered  to  consider  and  act  upon  the  report  item 
by  item. 

The  first  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising 
vote. 

The  second  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

While  the  third  resolution  was  pending,  J.  A.  Collins  sub* 
mitted  the  following,  as  a  substitute  for  the  said  resolutbn  :-^ 

JReeolved,  By  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences, in  General  Conference  assembled,  that  the  Biah* 
ops  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  requested  to  return  to  Bishop 
Hamline  his  parchment,  accompanied  with  a  communication 
informing  him  that  this  G^ieral  Conference  declines  accept- 
ing his  resignation  as  a  Superintendent  of  the  Metho<U8t 
Episcopal  Church,  and  grants' him  unrestricted  permissbn, 
and  advises  him  to  adopt  and  pursue  such  course  for  the 
restoration  of  his  health  as  his  judgment  may  dictate. 

Laid  on  the  table,  after  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  called 
for  and  ordered,  by  a  vote  of  161  yeas,  and  10  nays,  as  fol- 
lows:— 

Teae.—G.  Peck,  P.  Rice,  P.  P.  Sandford,  A.  M.  Osbon, 
J.  C.  Lyon,  J.  Z.  Nichols,  0.  C.  Baker,  B.  Dearborn,  K 
Scott,  £.  Mason,  S.  D.  Brown,  B.  M.  Hall,  A.  Witherspoon, 
J.  Clark,  Z.  Phillips,  T.  Benedict,  D.  Starks,  J.  Fraser,  R. 
WescoU,  N.  Bangs,  H.  Bangs,  B.  Cresffh,  J.  H.  Perry,  B. 
K  Oriswold,  8.  Landon,  L.  Clark,  S.  J.  G.  Worthington, 
M.  Tichnell,  N.  D.  George,  W.  H.  PiUsbury,  A.  Church, 
A.  Moore,  T.  M.  Hudson,  H.  J.  Clarke,  A.  M'Gee,  W.  Hun- 
ter, S.  Wakefield,  J.  Coil,  J.  C.  A^pinwall,  A.  T.  BuUaixL 
K  Copeland,  C.  Hobart,  W.  H.  Sampson,  H.  Sbommers^  G. 
Gary,  J.  L.  Hunt,  H.  Mattison,  A.  J.  Phelps,  <3t.  Baker,  B. 
Holmes,  S.  Allen,  G.  Webber,  C.  C.  Cone,  A.  Sanderson, 
J.  J.  Jenne,  C.  Eingeley,  H.  Kmsley,  B.  S.  Hall,  £.  J.  L. 
Baker,  W.  Patterson,  A.  Phelps,  L.  Hitchcock,  R.  Haney, 
S.  P.  Keys,  J.  Chandler,  E.  Bowen,  D.  W.  Bristol,  W. 
Reddy,  S.  Sperry,  J.  Sparks,  E.  B.  Tenny,  J.  M.  Snyder, 
S.  Comfort,  E.  Thomson,  J.  H.  Power,  H.  Whiteman,  T. 
Barkdnll,  J.  Quigley,  A.  Poe,  H.  M.  Shafier,  J.  Brooks,  J. 
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G.  Dimmitt,  H.  Hosmer,  M.  Grow,  J.  Denius,  J.  G.  Gu-  ikf  u. 
lick,  B.  F.  TeflFt,  H,  N.  Seaver,  G.  M.  Beswick,  W.  H. 
Goode,  J.  L.  Smith,  S.  T.  GiUett,  J.  Manee,  J.  Daniel  J. 
Hopkins,  C.  J.  Houts,  W.  H.  Collins,  R  H.  Pilcher,  B. 
M'Clnie,  D.  D.  Whedon,  F.  B.  Bangs,  R.  Sapp,  K  Thom- 
son, P.  E.  Brown,  I.  Chamberlayne,  W.  Nast,  J.  M.  Trim- 
ble, J.  Young,  C.  Elliott,  G.  W.  Walker,  J.  F.  Wright,  U. 
Heatli,  Z.  Connell,  C.  Brooks,  R.  O.  Spencer,  M.  Mariey,  A. 
M.  Lorrame,  P.  Akers,  P.  Cartwrurht,  J.  B.  Corrinffton,  G. 
Batledge,  P.  Euhl,  0.  D.  James,  M.  Sii^pson,  W.  M.  Dai- 
ley,  E.  R.  Ames,  J.  Havens,  E.  Whitten,  L.  W.  Berry,  N. 
J.  B.  Morgan,  A.  Griffith,  J.  Davis,  H.  Slicer,  N.  Wilson, 
J.  Bear,  J.  A.  Gere,  S.  S.  Roszel,  A.  A.  Reese,  C.  B.  l^p- 
pett,  F.  Hodgson,  L.  Scott,  D.  Dailey,  J.  P.  Durbm,  W. 
bames,  T.  J.  Thompson,  £.  Miller,  J.  Cunningham,  John 
M'Clintock,  G.  F.  Brown,  D.  P.  Kidder,  J.  S.  Porter,  J. 
Lewis,  I.  Winner,  J.  Avers,  T.  M'Carroll,  D.  Patten,  A. 
Stevens,  E.  Benton,  W.  T.  Harlow,  D.  Webb,  D.  Wise,  M. 
Raymond,  C.  K.  True,  J.  Hascall,  J.  Porter,  A.  Binney, 

Nay9.—3.  Holdich,  E.  Adams,  L.  Clark,  J.  H.  Whallon, 
H.  W.  Reed,  G.  Moody,  J.  A.  Collins,  B.  N.  Brown,  C. 
Adams,  W.  H.  Hunter. 

The  third  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  report  was  amended,  by  appending  the  following  res- 
olution, submitted  by  J.  A.  Collins,  and  adopted  by  Con- 
ference : — 

"  Besolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences, in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  the  Bishops 
be  and  hereby  are,  respectfully  requested  to  convey  to  BiBh- 
op  Hamline,  the  acceptance  of  his  resignation  as  a  Super- 
intendent oi  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Qiurch,  by  the  Gen- 
eral Conference,  accompanied  with  a  oonununication  express- 
ing the  profoimd  regret  of  this  body,  that  the  condition  of 
his  health  has,  in  h^  judgment,  rendered  it  proper  for  him 
to  relinquish  his  official  position ;  assuring  him  also  of  our 
oontinned  confidence  and  affection,  and  that  our  fervent 
nnyers  will  be  offered  to  the  throne  of  mce,  that  his 
health  may  be  restored,  and  his  life  prdionged  to  the 
Church/' 

The  preamble  of  the  report  was  adopted,  and  then  the 
report  as  a  whole,  and  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  reported,  in  part,  as 
foUows : — 

"  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  report  that  they  j,  w.  Hwgh*- 
have  had  under  consideration  the  memorial  of  J.  W.  Haugh-  ^^^^ 
awout,  prayiiur  to  be  released  from  the  claim  of  the  Book 
Agents,  at  l^w-York,  against  him,  amounting  to  fifty-six 
ddlars  and  some  cents,  which  amount  he  had  mailed  to 
them  at  Town  HiU,  but  which  by  some  means  was  lost  on 
its  passage,  and  submit  the  foUowmg  resolution : — 
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Men-  **  Resolved,  That  the  pnyer  of  the  memoriaBst  be  not 

granted." 

J.  A.  Gere  moved  to  amend  the  report^  hj  striking  oat 
the  word*' not." 

N.  Bangs  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  amend  on  the  table. 
Lost. 

J.  Porter  moved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Book  Agents  for  settlement.    Adopted. 

It  was  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day,  so  as  to 
allow  H.  Kinsley  io  present  a  memorial.    Lost. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  reported,  in  part,  as  fol- 
lows:— 
mISee  on^-     "^®  Committee  on  Itinerancy  beg  leave  to  report,  m 
enmcy.  part,  as  foDows : — 

BapmuuMuted  *'  It  appears  from  the  journals  of  the  Erie  Annual  GoBfer- 
mmry  Prw^-  ence,  that  the  superannuated  and  supemumeraiy  preachers 
«B.  in  that  Conference  were  instructed  to  report  to  the  Confer- 

ence stewards  the  amounts  which  they  had  received  as 
ministers,  and  that  such  amounts  were  applied  to  their 
claims  upon  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  stewards. 

"  Your  committee  are  of  the  opini<m  that  this  act  of  the 
Conference,  so  far  as  the  "  superannuated"  preachers  were 
concerned,  was  without  warrant  from  the  Discipline ;  and 
we  therefore  submit  tiie  following  resolution  for  adoptimi 
by  the  Conference,  viz. : — 

'*  Beedved,  That  we  regard  such  action  as  an  infiiogement 
of  the  Disciplme. 

''HeicanBakos,  CJudmum. 
••Jfayll,1852.'' 

Brother  Reed  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  of  the  re- 
port by  ins^ting  the  word  ''no." 

While  this  motion  was  pending,  a  minority  report  from 
the  Conunittee  on  Itinerancy  was  presented  on  the  same 
subject,  as  follows : — 

"  We  respectful  report.  That  having  examined  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Erie  Conference,  directing  meir  supernumerary 
and  superannuated  preachers  to  rep^  what  they  had  re- 
ceived for  ministerial  services,  to  be  deducted  from  their 
claim,  and,  after  due  search,  finding  no  rule  in  our  Discipline 
forbidding  an  Annual  Conference  to  take  this  course, 

"Therefore,  we  recommend  this  General  Conference  to 
pass  the  journal  of  the  Erie  Annual  Conference. 
**  Touis,  most  respectfully, 
•*  John  Coil, 
«P.  E.  Browk, 
"E.  L.  J.  Bakeb.** 

J.  Porter  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 
Carried. 
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Moved,  That  the  appeal  order  of  this  day  be  taken  up.      Va^u. 
Carried. 

And  it  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow, 
immediately  after  the  readioff  of  the  journal. 

A  general  suspension  of  Sie  order  of  the  day  was  or- 
dered. 

H.  Bangs  submitted  the  following  resolution : —  %|^^<^^ 

Beiolved,  That  each  superannuated  preacher  shall  be  a  ^^ 

member  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  of  the  circuit 
or  station  where  he  shall  reside. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bevisals. 

A  communication  from  the  Western  Book  Agents  was  chwoh  Suit, 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Church  Suit 

Bishop  Janes  presented  documents  relating  to  the  Char-  Ohwwred  Fund. 
toed  Fund,  whicn  were  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  Book  Committee  of  the  Wes-  Book  OonoiahiM 
leyaa  Church  in  Canada,  in  connexion  with  the  British  Con-  ^  ^ 
femtce,  which  was  referred  to  Committee  <m  Book  Concern. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  John  Seys,  in  reference  to  the  coknii»tion  so- 
appointment  to  agencies  for  the  Colonization  Society,  which  ^"^^' 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

J.  Coil  presented  a  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  Pittsburgh  ^^>^  ^ 
GonfiBrence  on  the  Circular  of  the  Erie  Annual  Conference, 
respecting  a  course  of  study  for  local  preachers.    B^enred 
to  Committee  on  Bevisals. 

Brother  Shaffer  presented  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  Bftpunn. 
baptsm. 

Oonferenoe  adjourned.    Prayer  by  brother  Whiteman. 

WEDNESDAY,  MAT  12. 

Bishop  Waugh  m  the  chair.  >cb7  u. 

After  the  usual  religious  services,  led  by  P.  P.  Sandford, 
the  journal  was  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 

I.  Chamberlayne  moved,  That  the  c»der  of  busiDese  be 
suspended. 

T.  Carlton  wa?  excused  from  serving  on  the  Comnuttee  ^^ 
on  Missions,  and  £.  Thomas  was  appomted  in  his  place. 

H.  W.  Beed  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  ^'  ^'  »*"»»••*• 
on  Itinerancy,  and  J.  P.  Dimmett  appointed  m  his  place. 

By  motion,  took  up  the  appeal  case  of  J.  S.  Inskip,  of  the  ^^SSSp,^  ''  *" 
Ohio  Conference. 

A  motion  was  made,  That  we  do  not  entertain  the  appeal 
of  J.  S.  Inskip. 

H.  Mattison  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  the  word 
"  not"  before  entertain.    Carried. 

The  motion,  as  amended,  viz..  That  we  do  entertain  the 
^>p«il  of  J.  S.  Inskip,  was  adopted. 

The  charges,  and  vote  of  the  Conference  sustaining  them, 
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lAijit.       were  read,  irhen  J.  S.  Insldp  stated  to  the  Oonferenee  the 
grounds  of  his  appeal.  ^ 

The  testimony  in  the  case  was  read  to  the  Confereneey 
after  which  J.  S.  Insldp  addressed  the  Conference.  Brother 
Insldp  gave  way  before  ccmclnding  his  remarks,  to  allow  a 
motion  to  be  made. 

The  case  of  brother  Inskip  was  hiid  upon  the  table  for 
the  present. 

It  was  moved  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet 
at  3  o'clock.    Lost, 
ohtfterad  Fmid.      Bishop  Waugh  announced  the  following  committee  on 
the  Chartered  Fund :— T.  J.  Thompson,  P.  Akers,  J.  Porter. 

The  following  communication  was  presented : — 

*SSS*ChS£  "  ^^  ^  ^^^^'^  ^^  Members  of  the  General  Conference  <f 
Soath.  the  Methodist  Epiecopal  Church, 

L.  M.  lm.  **  Rev.  and  Dear  Brethren, — ^Accompanying  this  com- 

munication, you  will  find  a  certified  copy  of  a  resolution  of 
the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  authorizing  me  to  attend  the  session  of  your  body, 
for  purposes  therein  specified.  Your  early  attention  to  the 
request  it  contains,  will  much  oblige, 

"  Yours  truly, 

«  Leeoy  M.  Lee. 
•<BO0TOK,  JUayl2,18d2.''  , 

Meihodiftt  Bpto-  **  Besolvedy  That  L.  M.  Lee  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized 
Bon&.  ^™^*  to  attend  the  next  session  of  the  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  ask  permission  of  their 
body  to  copy  the  records  of  the  General  Conference  from 
the  beginning  down  to  the  session  of  1844,  for  the  use  of 
this  b^y  and  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

"  I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  faithful  copy  upon 
the  journals  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  is  part  of  the  proceeding's 
of  that  body  during  its  session  m  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  namely 
on  May  14th,  1850. 

"  Thos.  O.  SumcBRS,  Sec^y,  General 
Cor^erence  of  the  M,  E.  Church,  South.** 

SSi^Sj^-  J-  M'Chntock  offered  the  following  resolution  :— 
A»i8  ^^^Jj*^^  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  one  be  appointed  to  meet 
chindifteSSr  with  the  Rev.  L.  M.  Lee  in  the  city  of  New-Vork,  after  the 
session  of  this  Conference,  and,  in  conjunction  with  him,  to 
appoint  a  suitable  person  or  persons  to  copy  the  records  of 
the  General  Conference  up  to  the  year  1844,  inclusive,  at 
the  expense  of  the  said  L.  M.  Lee,  which  copy,  after  due 
examination  and  certificate  by  the  said  committee,  shall  be 
handed  over  to  the  Rev.  L.  M.  Lee,  as  the  agent  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
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Laid  on  the  table  for  the  present.  iiijifli 

Brother  Dearborn  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  Brothor    new- 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session  of  this  General  Conference.  ^^' 
Conference  adyonmed.    Benediction  by  G.  Peck. 

THUBSDAT,  MAT  18. 

Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair.  ^^  "^ 

After  the  nsual  religions  services,  led  by  E.  Whitten,  the 
joomal  was  read  and  approved. 

The  regular  order  of  tne  day  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

N.  Bai^  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : — 

Beeolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  '"^t^'^^: 
to  inquire  whether  a  more  equitable  method  could  not  be  SnU^ 
devised  for  accusing  and  bringing  to  trial  delinquent  preach- 
ers before  the  Annual  Conference. 

0.  C.  Baker  presented  the  certificate  of  Justin  Spauld-  ^-  spauiAiig. 
ing's  election  by  the  New-Hampshire  Conference,  as  a  re- 
serve delegate  to  the  General  Conference,  and,  on  motion, 

he  was  recognised  as  a  member  in  place  of  R.  Dearborn, 
who  had  asked  and  received  leave  of  absence. 

On  motion  of  E.  Adams,  J.  Spaulding  was  chosen  to 
take  the  place  of  K  Dearborn,  in  the  Committee  on  Boun- 
daries. 

Geo.  F.  Brown  presented  resolutions  of  the  Quarterly  i^y  DeiegKtkni. 
Conference  of  Keyport  Circuit,  relating  to  the  Discipline  and 
lay  delegation.     Referred  to  Conmiittee  on  Lay  Delegation. . 

J.  Frazer  presented  a  memorial  from  Morristown  Circuit,  siftToy. 
Troy  Conference,  asking  for  an  alteration  of  the  Disci- 
pline on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  wluch  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

The  appeal  case  of  J.  S.  Inskip  was  then  taken  up,  and  ^*  b.  inaUp. 
the  appellant  resumed  and  finished  his  remarks. 

1.  Chamberlayne,  by  reason  of  ill  health,  obtained  leave  LCbambeiiAyM^ 
of  absence  for  the  balance  of  this  morning's  session. 

D.  P.  Kidder  asked,  and  obtained,  leave  of  absence  until  b.  p.  Kidd«r. 
Monday  next.  / 

G.  Moody,  in  behalf  of  the  Ohio  Conference,  responded  ^;J^^  ^ 
m  part,  when,  the  time  of  adjournment  having  nearly  ar- 
rived, the  appeal  was  laid  upon  the  table  for  the  present. 

H.  M.  Shaffer  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  h.  m.  { 
was  adopted : — 

Reeolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  i 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  leaving  the  following  words 
out  of  the  prayer  on  Infant  Baptism,  on  page  ninety-five  of 
Discipline,  viz. : — "  And  by  the  baptism  of  thy  well-be- 
loved Son,  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  river  Jordan,  didst.'*  Then 
it  would  read,  '<  Sanctify  water  for  this  holy  sacrament,  <l;c." 

Conference  adjourn^.     Prayer  by  J.  Clark. 
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^  *^  FEIDAT  MOENING,  MAT  14. 

Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  services^  led  by  P.  £.  Brown, 
the  journal  was  read. 

E.  B.  Tenny.  E.  B.  Tenny  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended. 

Bp.  Wm^'i         J-  F.  Wright  offered  the  following : — 
^^^*  Beiolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 

ferences, in  General  Con^rence  assembled,  That  it  was  with 
heartfelt  satisfaction  and  much  interest  we  listened  to  the 
sermon  delivered  yesterday,  in  compliance  with  our  request, 
on  the  recent  death  of  our  venerated  senior  Bishop,  Rev. 
Elijah  Heddin^ ;  and  Bishop  Waugh  is  hereby  earnestly 
and  respectfulfy  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  his  very 
appropriate  discourse  to  the  Book  Agents  (at  New- York) 
for  publication,  at  his  earliest  convenience. 
The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Bp.  WMigb*!         Bishop  Waugh  arose  and  said.  In  reference  to  the  reso- 
'^^'  lution  that  had  been  so  kindly  adopted — and  if  it  were  not 

adopted  by  so  grave  a  body  as  that  General  Confer- 
ence, he  would  sav,  not  only  kiadly,  but  even  flatteringly 
adopted — it  would  afford  him  pleasure  to  comply  with  the 
request,  if  he  could  do  so  in  a  manner  which  would  give 
additional  interest  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased  bishop, 
whose  death  so  deeply  affected  the  Church.  His  discourse 
had  not  been  prepared  for  the  press;  but  if  the  General 
Conference  were  williug  to  grant  him  the  privilege  of  pre- 
paring it  for  publication  at  his  leisure,  he  would  comply 
with  their  request. 

Whereupon  E.  K  Ames  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion:— 

Eesdved,  That  Bishop  Waugh  use  his  own  discretion  in 
preparing  said  discourse  for  publication.     Carried. 

fitoo.  n^tor.  E.  H.  Pilcher  moved.  That  the  appeal  case  of  George  Tay- 

lor be  taken  up,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tues- 
day next,  immediately  after,  the  reading  of  the  journal. 

Oovri  of  Appeal  S.  Comfort  presented  a  paper  touching  the  subject  of  a 
delegated  Annual  Conference.  Beferred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  subject  of  a  Court  of  Appeal 

BooDdwifla.  H.  Kinsley  presented  a  paper  touching  the  subject  of 

boundaries.    Beferred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

UjdtAes^oa.      J.  Frazcr  presented  a  paper  from  Essex  and  Colchester 

PMidiiif  m«r>  circuits,  on  the  subject  of  lay  delegation  and  the  presiding 

^^  eldership.    The  first  part  iras  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Lay  Delegation,  the  last  part  to  the  Committee  on  Be* 
visab. 

i^y  dfli«g»Uon.  F.  Hodgson  presented  a  memorial  against  lay  delegation 
from  the  recent  Lay  Conference  in  Phikdelphia.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Lay  Del^aticm. 
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Also,  the  certificate  of  the  appomtment  of  a  committee      nar  u 
to  present  the  abo^e  memorial  to  the  Conference  of  Lay- 
men, which  was  referred  to  the  same  Conmiittee. 

T.  J.  Thompson  moved,  That  the  Committee  on  Lay  Del- 
egation be  instructed  to  give  the  above  committee  a  hear- 
ing.    Carried. 

W.  H.  Sampson  presented  a  resolution  touching  a  change  Term  of  trial 
in  the  Disciphne,  relating  to  the  reception  of  preachers  on 
tiial  in  the  Annual  Conference.    Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revisals. 

H.  Kinsley  presented  several  resolutions  touching  altera-  Aitermtioni  in 
tions  in  the  Discipline,  which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  ^^***p'*"* 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

O.  Moody  finished  his  remarks ;  and  a  motion  was  made  o*  Moody, 
that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  3  o'clock  this 
afternoon.     Carried. 

G.  W.  Walker  then  addressed  the  Conference ;  but  be-  g.  w.  waOM. 
fore  finishing  his  remarks,  the  time  of  adjounmient  having 
arrived,  the  Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  Bishop  Morris. 

Fbidat  Aftbrhoon. 

Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

The  Conference  met  at  8  o'clock,  and  was  opened  by 
reading  the  Scriptures,  smging,  and  prayer  by  E.  Benton. 

The  journal  of  the  morning  session  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  order  of  business  was  suspended,  and  the  appeal  Appeal  or  j.  b. 
case  of  J.  8.  Inskip  was  taken  up.  ^°^p- 

0.  W.  Walker  resumed  and  &iished  his  remarks ;  after  g.  w.  Waiker. 
which  J.  Young  and  C.  Elliott  followed  with  additional  re-  J.  Yoang  and  c 
marks  in  defence  of  the  action  of  the  Ohio  Conference.  biuou. 

B.  F.  Tefft  then  dosed  in  behalf  of  the  appellant ;  after  b.  f,  toUu 
which  the  Conference  adjourned. 

Benedictbn  by  J.  Claik. 

SATUBDAT  MORNING,  MAT  16. 

Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair.  >cb7  10- 

The  usual  religious  services  were  led  by  M.  Marley. 

The  journal  was  read  and  approved. 

Bishop  Waugh  presented  the  communication  of  N.  Bishop,  n.  Bitbop. 
Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  inviting  the  members  of 
this  Conference  to  visit  the  public  schools. 

On  motion,  accepted. 

Also,  a  communication  from  his  honour,  the  Mayor  of  Bos-  Mayor  of  Boston, 
ton,  inviting  this  Conference  to  unite  in  an  excursion  among 
the  islands  in  the  harbour,  <kc.,  was  read,  and,  on  motion, 
accepted,  and  a  committee  of  three  was  ordered,  to  whom 
the  above  invitations  were  referred,  that  they  may  respond 
thereto. 
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lUj  i&  Brother  CoUins  presented  a  report  from  Committee  on 

Book  Concern,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

Book  Conoem        "  ^^  Committee  on  Book  Concern,  to  whom  was  referred 
report  the  communication  of  brother  L.  S.  Jacoby,  and  Mr.  John 

George  Heyse,  bookseller,  Bremen,  Germany,  in  relation 
to  the  practicability  and  importance  of  estabhshing  com- 
mercial arrangements  for  the  importation  of  choice  German 
books,  such  as  would  be  purchased  by  our  missionaries  and 
German  people  in  America,  and  the  exportation  to  G^- 
many  of  our  German  publications  for  sale  in  that  country, 
hare  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  reconunend  to 
the  General  Conference  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lutions : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Absents  at  Cincinnati  be,  and 
hereby  are,  instructed  to  establish  such  commercial  arrange- 
ments for  the  importation  of  German  books  of  the  charac- 
ter above  specified,  and  the  exportation  of  our  American 
publications,  as  they  may  find  practicable  and  useful. 

**  Beeolved,  That  m  conformity  with  the  recommendation 
of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  cessionary  Society  of  the 
M.  £.  Church,  we  hereby  authorize  the  Book  Agents  to 
aUow  our  mission  in  Germany  an  open  credit  for  our  Ameri- 
can publications,  not  exceedm^  $500. 

**  Beeolved,  That  said  pubhcations  be  furnished  to  our 
missions  in  Germany  at  the  largest  discount  allowed  by 
the  Agents  on  the  sale  of  books. 

"John  A.  Collins,  Chairman.*^ 

xpiMsopMyCoiD-     The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  reported,  m  part,  as  fol* 
mitteeiBport.    lows:—  r       i~j       r  r- . 

"Beeolved,  That  the  character  and  administration  of 
bishops  Waugh,  Morris,  and  Janes,  for  the  last  four  years, 
be,  and  hereby  are,  approved." 

Adopted. 

"  Beeolved,  That  we  will,  at  this  session  of  the  General 
Conference,  elect  three  (additional)  bishops." 

Laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

"  Beeolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be,  and  hereby  are, 
directed  to  pay  Bishop  Morris  the  balance  of  $89  24,  due 
him  for  travelling  expenses." 

Adopted. 
Baraos  Seuv.         Bishop  Waugh  presented  an  invitation  from  Barnes  Sears, 
to  visit  uie  Massachusetts  Board  of  Education  at  the  State 
House.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Mayor's  invi- 
tation, 
itinarucy  Com-     The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  reported  as  follows : — 
miMee  roport.       „  y^^  |^^  ^^  under  serious  consideration  that  part  of 
the  Episcopal  Address  which  relates  to  extending  the  time 
of  probation  for  admission  into  the  travelltng  connexion, 
together  with  the  action  of  several  Annual  Comerenoes,  and 
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several  memorials,  on  the  same  subject,  and  submit  the  fol-       MayH 
lowing  resolution : — 

**  jResolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  at  this  time  to  make 
any  change  gf  our  rule  of  Discipline  on  that  subiect,  and 
that  the  Committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof." 

It  was  moved  to  adopt  the  report. 

M.  Grow  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table,  which 
was  lost,  and  the  motion  to  adopt  the  report  prevailed. 

"  The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  further  report.  That. they  Letiti*  h.  Doad. 
have  had  under  consideration  a  memorial  irom  LetiUa  H. 
Doud,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  from  which  we  learn  that  the 
memorialist  is  the  widow  of  a  late  member  of  the  East  Gen- 
esee Conference,  and  that  she  was  denied  her  dividend  the 
last  year  by  act  of  said  Conference,  and  she  now  prays  the 
General  Conference  to  take  such  action  in  the  premises  as 
shall  secure  her  dividend.  We,  therefore,  offer  the  follow- 
ing for  adoption  by  the  General  Conference : — 

"  Bewlved,  That  the  East  Genesee  Annual  Conference  be 
reqtdred  to  pay  to  Letitia  H.  Doud  her  dividend  for  the 
last  year." 

Adopted. 

The  Committee  further  report,  as  follows: — 

"  It  appears  from  the  journals  of  the  North  Ohio  Con-  itiiiai«no7  oom- 
ference,  that  several  of  its  members  were  found  guilty  o£  S^North^iSSo 
imprudence  in  1848,  for  having  disregarded  the  advice  of  conference, 
the  Conference  which  was  given  m  1845. 

"  We  regard  this  finding  as  exceptionable. 

"  We,  Uierefore,  offer  the  following  for  adoption  by  this 
General  Conference : — 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference 
m  1848,  in  finding  guilty  of  imprudence  several  of  its  mem- 
bers, for  having  disregarded  its  advice,  given  in  1845,  was 
unauthorised  by  the  Discipline. 

<' Heman  Banqs,  Chairman" 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  regular  order  of  the  day  was  suspended,  and,  oniippeaiof  J.& 
motion,  the  case  of  J.  S.  Inskip  was  taken  up.  inakip. 

N.  Bangs  presented  the  following ; — 

**  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences, in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  the  decision 
of  the  Ohio  Conference,  in  the  case  of  J.  S.  Inskip,  by 
which  it  voted  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  violating  his 
pledge,  and  of  contwnaeious  conduct,  be,  and  hereby  is, 
reversed. 

"N.  Bangs, 
"  H.  Maittson." 
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Hay  15.  The  chair  decided  the  above  out  of  order,  as  not  em- 

bracing the  whole  of  the  action  or  findings  of  the  Ohio 
Conference  in  this  case,  stating  that  the  Conference  must 
affinn  or  reverse  the  dedaon,  or,  for  want  of  foimality,  re- 
fer it  back  for  a  new  trial. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  an  appeal  was  taken  fxcm  the 
decision  of  the  chair. 

The  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained. 

J.  P.  Durbin  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  sustaining  the 
decision  of  the  chair.    Laid  on  the  table. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  the  following : — 

JResolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Coa- 
ferences,  in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  the  dedsiim 
of  the  Ohio  Conference,  in  the  case  of  J.  S.  Inskip,  be 
affirmed. 

The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  sustained. 

F<f<M.— P.  Bice,  P.  P.  Sandford,  J.  Z.  Nichols,  J.  H. 
Peny,  8.  J.  G.  Worthington,  M.  Tichnell,  H.  J.  Clarke, 

A.  Magee,  J.  Ccsl,  C.  Hobart,  H.  Smnmers,  G.  Baker,  H. 
Kinsley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  E.  J.  L.  Baker,  W.  Pattenwn,  J. 
H.  WhaUon,  A.  K  Phelps,  J.  Chandler,  W.  Reddy,  J.  H. 
Power,  J.  Quigley,  H.  M.  Shaffer,  G.  M.  Beswick,  W.  H. 
Goode,  J.  L.  Smith,  S.  T.  Gillett,  J.  Marsee,  J.  Daniel,  Jos. 
Hopkins,  C.  J.  Houts,  C.  Elliott,  J.  F.  Wright,  Z.  Connell, 
C.  Brooks,  R.  O.  Spencer,  M.  Marley,  A.  M.  Lorraine,  P. 
Akers,  P.  Cartwright,  J.  B.  Corrington,  G.  Rntledge,  P. 
Kuhl,  E.  R.  Ames,  J.  Havens,  £.  Whitten,  L.  W.  Berry, 
J^.  J.  B.  Morgan,  A.  Griffith,  J.  Davis,  H.  Slicer,  N.  Wfl- 
son,  J.  Bear,  J.  A.  Collins,  S.  S.  Rossell,  A.  A.  Reese,  C. 

B.  Tippett,  B.  N.  Brown,  J.  P.  Durbin,  L  Winner,  J.  Por- 
ter,  C.  Adams — 62. 

Nays.—G.  Peck,  A.  M.  Osbon,  J.  C.  Lyon,  O.  C.  Baker, 
J.  Spaulding,  E.  Scott,  £.  Mason,  S.  D.  Brown,  B.  M.  Hall, 
A.  WitherBpoon,  J.  Clarke,  Z.  Phillips,  T.  Benedict,  D. 
Starks,  J.  Frazer,  R.  Wescott,  N.  Ban^,  H.  Bancs,  E.  K 
Griswold,  S.  Landon,  N.  D.  George,  W.  H.  Pillsbray,  A, 
Church,  A.  Moore,  T.  M.  Hudson,  W.  Hunter,  S.  Wake- 
field, A.  T.  Bulkrd,  E.  Copeland,  W.  H.  Sampson,  H.  Mat- 
tison,  A.  J.  Phelps,  B.  Holmes,  S.  Allen,  G.  Webber,  C. 

C.  Cone,  A.  Sanderson,  J.  J.  Jenne,  C.  Einffsley,  B.  8.  Hill, 
L.  Hitchcock,  R.  Haney,  S.  P.  Keys,  D.  H<^es,  £.  Bowen, 

D.  W.  Bristol,  L.  Speny,  I.  Parla,  J.  M.  Snyder,  S.  Com- 
fbrt,  H.  Whitman,  T.  Baikdull,  A.  Poe,  H.  W.  Reed,  J. 
Brooks,  W.  Hosmer,  M.  Crow,  J.  Dennis,  J.  G.  Gulick,  B. 
F.  TeflFt,  H.  N.  Seaver,  W.  H.  Collins,  K  H.  Pflcher,  E. 
M'Cluw,  D.  D.  Whedon,  F.  B.  Bangs,  K  Sapp,  T.  Cari- 
ton,  E.  Thomas,  P.  E.  Brown,  M.  Simpson,  W.  M.  Dailey, 
J.  A.  Gere,  F.  Hodgson,  L.  Scott,  W.  Barnes,  P.  J.  Thomp- 
son, E.  Miller,  J.  Cunningham,  G.  F.  Brown,  J.  S.  Porter, 
J.  Lewis,  J.  Ayers,  T.  M'Carroll,  D.  Patten,  A.  Stevens, 
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E.  Benton^  D.  Webb,  D.  Wiae,  M.  Baymond,  0.  E.  True,       wtfis. 
J.  HascaQ,  A.  Biimej — 98. 

N.  Bangs  moved  the  following : — 

Besolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  aeTeral  Annual  Con-  DeaUon  of  mm 
ferences,  in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  decision  SSip? 
of  the  Ohio  Conference,  in  the  case  of  J.  S.  Insldp,  be,  and  * 
hereby  is,  reversed. 

Carried — 87  to  64. 

M.  Baymond  proposed  a  resolution  touching  this  case. 
The  chair  decided  it  out  of  order. 

J.  P.  Durbin  moved  that  the  order  of  the  day  be  re- 
sumed.   Carried. 

Took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions,  which  Beport  of  oom- 
iras  read,  section  \j  section,  and  adopted.  ST*  ""^ 

''The  Committee  on  Missions  be^  leave  to  report,  for 
adoption  by  the  Conference,  a  revision  of  the  chapter  on 
missions  for  insertion  in  the  Discipline,  instead  of  the  one 
heretofore  existing,"  dbc.  For  remainder  of  report,  see 
Jppendix,  F,  pp.  189, 140. 

The  chair  announced  J.  A.  Collins,  E.  R.  Ames,  and  M.  Oomn^Mee  on 
Raymond  as  the  committee  ordered  this  morning,  to  reply  **^ 

to  some  letters  of  invitation,  addressed  to  the  Conference. 

H.  J.  Clarke  moved  that  the  order  of  the  <kv  be  b^"  A^?^^  ^' 
pended,  to  take  up  the  appeal  case  of  I.  N.  M  Abee,  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Comerence. 

The  motion  prevailed  to  take  up  the  appeal  case  of  I. 
N.  M'Abee,  and  it  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
day morning  next,  immediately  after  readm^  the  journal. 

The  Comerence  determmedto  sit  wiu  closed  doors 
during  the  investigation  of  this  case. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  further  suspended. 

J.  Young  presented  a  petitioa  from  Cincinnati  on  lay  Uy  dol^girttan 
delegation.    Keferred  to  the  C<nnmittee  on  that  subject 

Also,  a  memorial  from  W.  Herr,  W.  P.  Strickland,  and  Uni<»  oi»pA 
others,  in  reference  to  Union  Chapel,  Cmcinnati.    Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

Also,  a  paper  from  Morris  Chapel,  rekting  to  Union 
ChapeL    Referred  as  above. 

Dr.  Evans^  of  Kova  Scotia,  was  introduced  to  the  Confer-  Dr.KnuM. 
ence,  and,  by  vote,  he  was  invited  to  a  seat  on  the  platform. 

W.  M.  Dailey  presented  a  petition  from  J.  M'Elroy.  J.  Mniiroy. 
Referred  to  the  Conmiittee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended  to  receivd  |)etitions 
and  memorials. 

J.  Clark  presented  a  paper  from  the  male  membcirs  of  BoandariMk 
three  societies  on  RichmondviDe  drcnit,  praying  td  be  at- 
tached to  Troy  Conference.    Referred  to  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

Also,  a  memorial  firom  official  members  of  the  Fhst  Tiaie  or jhtmoIi- 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Albany,  praying  the  General  «•'■*•»«>«»«• 
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May  i&  Conference  to  extend  the  time  a  preacher  may  remain  on  the 
same  circuit  or  staticMi.  The  re^mg  was  asked  for,  but  the 
Conference  by  vote  declined  having  it  read.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Worn-oat  N.  Bangs  presented  a  paper  from  Allen-street  Church, 

preachers.  •  New- York,  on  the  subject  of  the  support  of  superannuated 
and  supernumerary  preachers,  &c.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy. 

werieyan  Uiii-       Also,  report  of  Wesleyan  University.     Referred  to  the 
^"  Committee  on  Education. 

East  Maine  Sem-     W.  H.  Pillsbury  presented  the  report  of  the  trustees  of 

inary.  "EasX  Mwne  Conference  Seminary.     Referred  to  the  Com- 

mittee on  Education. 

Quarterly  Con-       B.  Holmes  presented  the  petition  of  W.  G.  Brown,  ask- 

ftrences.  ^^^  some  alteration  in  Discipline,  so  as  to  allow  a  Quar- 

terly Conference  to  rescind  its  doings,  <&c.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

Slavery.  C.   Kingsley  presented  several  papers  from  different 

places,  asMng  some  change  in  the  rule  of  Discipline  on  the 
subject  of  davery.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
visals. 

W.  H.  Hunter  presented  a  memorial  on  the  same  subject. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Depository  and       A.  Phclps  presented  three  memoiials  on  the  subject  of  a 

paper  at  chica-  g^^  Depository  and  Church  Paper  at  Clucago.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

Boundaries.  J.  M.  Snyder  presented  a  paper  from  North  Danby  sta- 

tion, on  the  subject  of  boundaries.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 

Lay  deiegaUoB.  L.  Sperry  presented  a  paper  from  York  Mills  statioD, 
Oneida  Conference,  on  lay  delegation.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  that  subject. 

Boundaries.  H.  W.  Reed  presented  a  paper  from  Fort  Desmoines  dis- 

trict, on  the  subject  of  boundaries.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 

pewed  and  free     J.  Denuis  presented  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  pewed  and 

■***••  free  seats,  from  EasI;  Genesee  Conference.    Referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Revisals. 

Also,  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  slavery.    Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

Korthern  Chris-     W.  Hosmer  presented  a  financial  report  of  the  Northern 

tian  Advocate.  Christian  Advocate.  Referred  to  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

L.  Taylor.  G.  M.  Beswith  presented  a  paper  from  Rev.  L.  Taylor, 

North  Indiana,  on  the  subject  of  boundaries.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Fj^oe  of  Books.  T.  Carlton  presented  a  paper  from  Genesee  district,  on 
the  subject  of  reducing  the  price  of  our  books.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  ^tok  Concern. 

Lay  Deiegauon.      J.  F.  Wright  presented  the  petition  of  E.  H.  Field  on  the 
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subject  of  lay  ddq^tiotL    Referred  to  the  Committee  on       May  u. 
Lay  Delegation. 

Also,  from  same,  on  alterations  m  the  Discipline.  Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

M.  Marley  presented  the  petition  of  W.  8.  Morrow,  ask-  ckjnge  of  Uad- 
ing  for  some  alterations  m  the  Discipline.    Referred  to  the  ^^^ 
Committee  on  Reyisals. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Geo.  W.  Hams,  on  the  support  of  HagtoproMhen. 
single  preachers.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Z.  Connell  presented  a  memorial  from  Sucking  Springs,  BonndMrfes. 
on  boundaries.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

P.  Cartwright  presented  a  paper  from  Bloomington,  on 
the  subject  of  boundaries.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

J.  B.  Corrin|rton  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Illinois  ^^JJJ**  *"  ^^*^' 
Conference,  askmg  some  alterations  in  the  Discipline.     Re-       ** 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals* 

J.  A.  Gere  presented  a  paper  on  la^  delegation.     Re-  W  Deiegmtton. 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation^ 

F.  Hodgson  presented  a  paper  from  Philadelphia,  asUng  inTiutira  from 
the  General  Conference  to  hold  its  next  session  m  that  city.  ^*^'^"'i***^ 
Laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

J.  S.  Porter  presented  a  paper  from  St  Geoige's  charge,  Ohuige  in  dimI- 
Philadelphia,  asking  for  some  chan^  in  the  Discipline.  ^^^ 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  RevisaSi. 

M.  Raymond  presented  a  memorial  from  Roxbuiy,  on  siaTary. 
slavery.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

G.  Feck  returned  some  papers  relating  to  Presiding  El-  Pwdding  KUor. 
dership^    Referred  to  the  Uommittee  on  Itinerancy. 

Order  of  the  day  suspended  to  receive  resolutions,  dec. 

J.  H.  Power  presented  a  resolution  relatmg  to  the  ap-  ciroait«t«wwh. 
prantment  of  stewards.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisals. 

A.  J.  Phelps  presented  a  resolution  relating  to  some  ojgjje  m  Dhd- 
aiterations  in  the  Discipline.    Referred  to  the  Committee  cm  ^^ 
Revisals. 

J.  A.  Collins  presented  a  resolution  relating  to  a  consti-  CoMjuntioiiii 
tutional  test,  dec.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Court  of 
Appeals. 

T.  J.  Thompson  presented  a  resolution  requesting  the  Com-  hoqsm  of  wor. 
mittee  on  Revisals  to  inqiure  into  the  exp^ency  of  altering  ^^^ 
the  Discipline,  11th  Sect,  9th  paramph,  page  61,  to  make  it 
the  duty  of  preachers  to  report  Uie  number  of  houses  of 
worship,  <Iec.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 
G.  Peck  and  P.  lUce  presented  the  following  resolution : —  owtoMT^^WA- 
"JResolved,  That  the  Bishops  be,  and  hereby  are,  respect-  ^p"**™«' 
fully  requested  to  prepare  an  obituary  notice  of  our  late 
loved  and  lamented  senior  Superintendent,  for  insertion  in 
the  minutes."     Carried. 

B.  S.  Hill  presented  a  resolution,  iiiKtructing  the  Commit- 
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M»y.i«.      tee  dn  Kevisals  to  consider  the  propriety  of  certain  altera- 
Preaidingiiiaera.  tions  in  the  Discipline,  touching  presiding  elders.     Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 
Change  of  t)i»ci-      C.  Brooks  presented  a  resolution,  instructing  the  Com- 
piibe.  mittee  on  Revisals  to  inquh-e  into  the  propriety  of  amending 

the  Discipline  in  seyeral  points.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revisals. 

A  motion  was  made  to  lengthen  the  session,  but  did  not 
obtam. 

Conference  adjourned.     Benediction  by  P.  Bice. 

MONDAY,  MAT  17. 

Hay  17.  Bishop  Jsnes  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  services,  by  H.  W.  Reed,  the 
journal  was  read. 
AmendiDg  Jour-     M.  Raymond  moved  to  amend  the  journal,  by  striking  out 
*'^  the  wordfs,  "  the  passage  of  his  character  and  all,  and  there 

the  matter  ended." 

C.  B.  Tippett  moved  to  lay  the  proposed  amendment  upon 
the  table.     Lost. 
Answera  lo  inyi-     The  consideration  of  the  journal  was  suspended  for  a 
tettoiw.  while,  for  the  presentation  of  the  report  of  the  committee 

appointed  to  respond  to  the  invitations  of  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  and  others,  to  an  excursion  in  the  harbour,  and  also 
to  an  address  by  Mr.  Webster,  in  Faneuil  Hall,  and  to  visit 
certain  institutions  of  the  city. 

The  reported  answers,  accepting  the  scud  invitations,  weie 

read  and  adopted  by  the  Conference,  and  ordered  to  be 

forwarded  accordingly.     After  which,  the  consideration  of 

the  journal  of  Satturday's  session  was  resumed. 

Amendment  of      G.  F.  Brown  moved  the  following,  as  a  substitute  for  the 

iournai.  preceding  motion  of  M.  Raymond  : — 

**  Bcsotved,  That  all  the  journal  subsequent  to  the  final 
vote  of  the  Conference,  touching  the  case  of  J.  S.  Inskip, 
be  stricken  out."  After  some  discussion  the  substitute  was 
withdravm. 

H.  Slicer  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  the  journal  till  after  the  appeal  case  of  Isaac  N.  M'Abee 
shall  be  disposed  of.     Laid  on  the  table. 

M.  Crow  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out 
all  after  the  words,  "  out  of  order,"  in  the  record  of  the  de- 
cision of  the  chair  on  the  resolution  proposed  on  Saturday, 
by  M.  Raymond.     The  motion  prevailecf. 
The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 
The  journal,  as  amended,  was  then  approved. 
H.  Mattisod  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  business,  for 
the  purpose  of  submitting  a  resolution  securing  the  correct- 
ness of  the  journal  for  the  future.    Lost. 
I.  N.  M*AiMt.         The  special  order  of  the  day  was  then  taken  up,  namely. 
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the  appeal  case  of  I.  N.  M'Abee,  of  Rttsbiugh  Confer-       M^vii 
ence. 

C.  Adams  moyed  that  all  clergymen  present. be  ex- <y^EpMn pj*^ 
cosed  from  retiring  from  the  Conference-room  doring  the    ^'^^ 
consideration  of  the  pending  case. 

The  sexton  was,  on  motion,  requested  to  act  as  door-keeper  Door-Keeper. 
duing  the  examination  of  the  special  order. 

The  jonmal  of  the  Pittsburgh  ConferencCi  in  the  case  of  i«  H.  iTAbee. 
I.  N.  M*  Abee  was  read,  including  the  charges,  specifications, 
and  findings  by  the  Conference.    After  which,  it  was  order- 
ed to  entertain  the  appeal. 

H.  J.  Clarke  submitted  the  following  resolution : — 

**  Whereas  Rev.  I.  N.  M'Abee  alleges,  That  smce  the  de- 
cision of  the  Pittsburgh  Annual  Conference,  at  its  session  in 
June,  1850,  whereby  he  was  expelled  from  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  new  testimony  has  appeared,  important 
to  his  defence ;  therefore, 

"jRetolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Confer- 
ences of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  m  General  Con- 
ference assembled,  That  the  case  of  Bey.  1.  N.  M'Abee  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  referred  back  to  said  Pittsburgh 
Annual  Conference,  for  a  new  tiial. 

"  H.  J.  Olarkb, 
*'  S.  Wakbfibld, 
"John  H.  Powkb." 

N.  Wilson  moved  that  the  Pittsburgh  deleffation  be  in- 
stmeted  to  write  to  the  Presiding  Elder  of  the  district  in 
which  I.  N.  M'Abee  resides,  informing  him  of  the  action  of 
this  General  Conference  on  his  case. 

On  motion  of  I.  Wmner,  the  motion  of  N.  Wilson  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended  to  take  up  the  Amai  of  l  m. 
appeal  case  of  Isaac  M.  Stag^,  of  North  Indiana  Conference.    *'^' 

The  journal  of  North  Indiana  Conference,  in  the  case  of 
Isaac  M.  Stag^  was  read,  including  the'  charge,  specifica- 
tions, and  findings  of  the  Conference.  After  which^  the 
i^ipeal  was,  on  motion,  entertained. 

J.  L.  Smith  appeared  as  the  representative  of  I.  M. 
Stagg,  and  stated  the  grounds  of  his  appeal. 

The  testimony  for  me  prosecution  was  then  read^  and 
brother  Smith  proceeded  with  his  remarks  in  behalf  of  the 
appellant. 

J.  Marsee  followed  m  behalf  of  the  North  Indiana  Con- 
ference. Pending  his  remarks,  it  was  moved  to  prolong  the 
session  to  finish  me  case.  Cioiied.  This  motion  was  re- 
considered. 

H.  Slicer  moved  that  when  we  adjourn,  it  be  td  meet  this 
afternoon,  at  8  o'clock.    Lost. 

Conference  adjourned.    Prayer  by  C.  Hobart 
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TUESDAY,  MAT  18. 

Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

The  Conference  met  at  8  o'clock.    The  journal  was  read, 
corrected,  and  approved, 
of  L  M.     p.  Cartwright  moved  to  take  up  the  appeal  case  of  I.  Mi 
Stagg. 

J.  Marsee  finished  his  address  to  the  conference, 
when  he  closed, 

J.  L.  Smith,  for  the  appellant,  closed  the  pleadincs. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,  Eesolved,  by  the  delegates 
of  the  several  Annual  Conferences,  in  General  Conference 
assembled,  That  the  decision  of  the  North  Indiana  Confer- 
ence, in  the  case  of  L  M«  Stagg,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
reversed. 

S.  Comfort  offered  a  substitute  for  the  above,  viz. : — ^That 
the  case  of  I.  M.  Stacg  be  sent  back  for  readjudication. 

On  motion  of  H.  M.  Shaffer,  the  substitute  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  resolution  offered  by  J.  A.  Collins  was  then  adopted, 
thus  reversing  the  decision  of  the  North  Indiana  Conference 
in  the  case  of  I.  M.  Stagg. 
i^^ofO.Tay-  On  motion  of  K  H.  PUcher,  the  Conference  took  up  the 
appeal  of  G.  Tavlor,  who  appeals  from  the  action  of  the 
Michigan  Annual  Conference,  by  which  he  was  convicted 
of  m^administration,  and  a  penalty  imposed  upon  him. 

N.  Wilson  moved  that  the  Conference  do  not  entertam 
the  appeal. 

S.  Comfort  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "not"  before 
the  word  "  entertain." 

H.  Kinsley  moved  that  the  amendment  be  laid  on  the 
table.    Lost. 

The  amendment  to  strike  out  the  word  *'  not"  prevailed. 

The  appeal  of  G.  Taylor  was  entertamed. 

£.  H.  Pilcher  stated  the  ground  of  appeal. 

J.  S.  Porter  offered  the  foUowing : — 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Conference, 
that  the  testimony  on  file,  which  was  read  in  and  admitted 
by  the  conference,  and  duly  referred  to  on  the  journal  of 
the  Michigan  Conference,  be  proper  testimony  to  be  read  in 
this  case.     Adopted. 

The  minutes  containing  the  testimony  were  then  read, 
after  which  £.  H.  Pilcher,  m  behalf  of  the  appellant,  ad- 
dressed the  Conference. 

W.  H.  Collins  then  resn^ded  m  behalf  of  the  Michigan 
Conference.  Brother  Collins  gave  way  for  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,  the  Conference  adjourned. 
Prayer  by  E.  Thomas. 
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WEDNESDAY,  MAT  19. 

Bbhop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

After  reading  the  Scriptures,  singing,  and  prayer  by  N. 
D.  George,  the  journal  was  read  and  approred. 

On  motion  of  J.  M.  Trimble,  the  appeal  case  of  Q.  Taj-  i^Miore  Tij- 
lor  was  taken  up,  and  W.  H.  Collins  resumed  and  finished  his 
remarks  in  behedf  of  the  Michigan  Conference,  after  which 
£.  H.  Pitcher  closed  for  the  appellant,  when  B.  Holmes 
submitted  the  following  resolution : — 

Hesolved,  That 'the  decision  of  the  Michigan  Conference, 
from  which  George  Taylor  appeals  to  this  body,  be,  and 
hereby  is,  affirmed. 

Brother  Tichnell  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  the  word 
**  not."  On  motion  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  resolution  to  affirm  was  then  adopted. 

The  regular  order  of  the  day  was  suspended. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,  a  resolution  of  thanks  was  Tbuks  to  tti« 
ordered  to  the  city  authorities  of  Boston,  for  the  invitation  S'i^w!*''*'" 
tendered  by  them  to  the  General  Conference  to  an  excur- 
sion among  the  islands  of  the  harbour. 

J.  A.  Collins  then  introduced  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions,  which  were  adopted  by  a  rising  vote : — 

**  Whereas  His  Honour,  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  in  behalf 
ci  the  city  authorities,  invited  the  members  of  this  General 
Conference  to  an  excursion  among  the  islands  in  the  harbour 
of  Boston,  and  the  invitation  was  accepted  by  a  unanimous 
vote  of  the  Conference;  and  whereas  said  excursion  oc- 
eurred  on  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  May  18, 1852,  in  which 
the  Mayor  and  city  authorities,  nearly  all  of  the  members 
of  the  General  Confere)ice,  clergymen  of  different  denom- 
inations, and  citizens  of  Boston,  participated,  and  was  an 
occasion  of  great  interest  and  enjoyment ;  and  whereas 
the  members  of  the  General  Conference  are  deeply  impress- 
ed with  the  kindness  and  attention  of  the  Mayor  and  city 
authorities,  and  are  desirous  of  expressing  theu-  apprecia- 
tion of  the  same ;  therefore, 

**  JResolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ference^ m  General  Conference  assembled.  That  the  thanks 
of  the  members  of  this  body  are  due,  and  are  hereby  given, 
to  the  Mayor  and  city  authorities  of  Boston,  for  the  signal 
and  refined  hospitality  manifested  towards  them  by  the  ex- 
cursion among  the  islands  in  the  harbour  of  Boston  ; — ^that 
the  whole-hearted  welcome  extended  to  the  Conference  by 
His  Honour  the  Mayor,  the  social  enjoyment,  the  Christian, 
liberal,  and  patriotic  sentiments  uttered  on  the  occasion  of 
this  mark  of  public  favour,  entitle  it,  and  the  authors  and 
originators  of  the  excur^on,  to  a  firm  hold  upon  our  fond- 
est recollections,  and  we  will  cherish  it  and  them  in  pleas- 
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Vagr  t»,  lug  remembrance,  and  pray  that  the  choicest  blesaiiigB  of 
AMighty  God  wBj  rest  upon  t])emand  the  citizens  of  Boston. 
''  Seiolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregomg  preamble  and 
resolution  be  sent  to  the  Mayor  of  £)st(m»  accompanied 
with  the  respectful  request  that  they  be  communicated  to 
the  city  authorities. 

"John  A.  Collins. 
"M.  Simpson."  j 

Beporton  itiner-     ^  report  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  which  hadu 
aacy  taktn  up.  been  laid  upon  the  table,  was  taken  up  and  r^sui.  I 

After  some  discussion,  H.  Sheer  submitted  the  following 
as  a  substitute  for  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Itiner' 
ancy: — 
Beereb  Sodetias.  «  Besolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences, in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  it  is  not 
compet^t  for  an  Annual  Conference  to  pass  restrictions 
controlling  the  action  of  the  members  of  conference,  in 
relation  to  secret  societies  or  other  organizations,  unless  such 
oiganizations  are  known  to  be  contrary  to  the  Discipline  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.    Therefore, 

"  Befolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  North  Ohio  Con- 
ference in  the  cases  referred  to^  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
annidled.'' 

J.  P.  Durlnn  moved  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table. 
Carried. 

J.  P.  Durbin  moved  to  amend  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "exceptionable,"  to  the 
word  "  disregarded,''  inclusive. 
The  prop<»ed  amendment  was  adopted. 
The  report,  as  amended,  was  Uien  adopted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows:— 

"  We  r^ard  this  finding  as  exceptionable.  We  there- 
fore offer  the  following  for  adoption  by  this  General  Con- 
ference : — 

**Be9clvtd,  That  the  action  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference 

in  1848,  in  finding  guilty  of  imprudence  several  of  its 

members,  for  disregarding  its  advice,  given  in  1845,  was 

unauthorized  by  the  Discipline." 

B«port  on  wm-     On  motion  of  J.  P.  Durbm,  a  report,  in  part,  of  the  Com- 

iioiis  taken  np.  jjjj^^^  q^  Missions  was  taken  up  and  readL 

It  was  moved  that  the  first  resolution  be  adopted,  as  fol- 
lows : — 
Bpisoop^  Fono-     Besolved,  That  measures  be  taken  to  insure  the  due  ez- 
ru^  ^       '  eroise  of  Episcopal  functions  in  the  Liberia  Ifission  Annual 
'*      Conference. 

After  some  discussion,  L.  Hitchcock  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing, as  a  substitute  for  the  first  resolution : — 

jRewlvedj  That  measures  be  taken  to  insure  the  due  ex- 
ercise of  the  powers  of  Ordination  in  the  liberia  Annual 
Conference. 
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l^e  substitate  was  laid  upon  die  table.  ib^u. 

After  further  discussion  the  report  was  recommitted. 

J.  Holdich  then  submitted  the  following,  which  was  unan- 
imously adopted,  by  a  rismg  vote : — 

"Whereas  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  remore  by  Dr.  oun. 
death  the  Rev.  Stephen  01m,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  late  President 
of  the  Wesleyan  University,  who  was  a  member  elect  of 
this  General  Conference,  from  the  New- York  East  Confer- 
en6e;  therefore, 

*'  Resolved,  That  while  we  desire  to  bow  with  humble  sub- 
mia^on  to  this  dispensation  of  the  divine  hand,  we  unfejgn- 
edly  mourn  the  departure  of  one  who,  by  his  soundness  of 
faith,  purity  of  life,  comprehensiveness  of  intellect,  and 
extensive  learning,  was  so  well  qualified  to  be  a  light  and  a 
guide  in  our  Israel ;  but  while  we  regret  that  we  cannot 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  his  counsel  in  this  General  Conference, 
and  that  the  Church  militant  is  deprived  of  his  eminently 
useful  labours,  we  rejoice  in  the  satisfactory  assurance  that 
he  has  left  the  Church  on  earth  to  be  united  in  the  Church 
in  heaven,  and  that  in  life  and  death  he  had  made  manifest 
the  power  and  excellency  of  redeemmg  grace. 

"  J.  HOLDIOH. 

«  S.  Landok." 

Bishop  Waugh  submitted  a  communication  from  the  oomimmi<»ti<m 
Board  of  Bishops,  on  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of   ^  ***•  '*"*• 
probationers  to  mstitutions  of  learning,  which  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bevisals. 

8.  Comfort  presented  a  petition  from  Waltham,  praying  b.  b.  Adyooaie. 
for  a  change  in  the  form  of  the  Sunday  School  Aavocate, 
so  as  to  admit  of  its  being  separated  into  four  parts,  and 
distributed  weekly.    Befmed  to  the  Committee  on  Sab- 
bath Schools  and  Tracts. 

T.  Barkdull  presented  a  petition  from  Wadsworth  and  W  Detoe»ti<»* 
Sharon  circuit,  Wooster  district,  N<Nrth  Ohio  Conference, 
on  the  subject  of  lay  delegatuxi,  which  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  that  subject. 

G.  W.  Walk^  presented  a  communication  from  J.  W.  BoandwiM. 
Jameson,  on  the  subject  of  boundaries.    Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

G.  W.  Walker  presented  a  communication  from  W.  Mor- 
row, to  himself,  on  the  subject  of  boundaries.  Referred  as 
above. 

A.  £.  Phelps  presented  a  petition  from  an  association  of  siATery. 
ministers  in  Pottsdam  district,  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 
Refened  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

A  £.  Phelps  also  presented  a  petition  from  the  same 
association,  on  the  distribution  and  the  price  of  our  books. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

J.  Havens  presented  petitkms  from  Indianapolis  district,  BooodArias. 
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Kaj  19.      on  the  subject  of  boundaries.    Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 
Adjourned.    Prayer  by  R.  O.  Spencer. 

THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAT  20. 

iffty  90.  Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  services  by  J.  A.  Oere,  the 
journal  was  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 
On  motion  of  P.  P.  Sandford, 
Call  for  peUtioBs     Besolved,  That,  after  the  present  week,  the  rule  requiring 
dSipens^witb!  the  call  for  petitions  and  memorials  be  dispensed  with. 

Carried. 
Report  of  Com-     The  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  the  Del^ates  re- 
lS!i^  **°  ^^"  ported  as  follows  :— 

'<That  they  have  so  far  progressed  with  the  business 
assigned  them  as  to  ascertain  that  there  will  be  a  deficiency 
of  over  two  thousand  dollars.  They  submit  to  the  General 
Conference  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption : — 

"  Besolved,  That  a  draft  be  ordered  on  the  Book  Agents 
in  New- York  for  an  amount  sufficient  to  cover  the  de- 
ficiency. 

"  JRewlffed,  That  m  those  circuits  and  stations  where  col- 
*  lections  have  not  been  taken  up  to  meet  those  expenses, 

agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  Discipline,  we  will,  on  our 
return,  make  an  efibrt  to  have  such  collection  taken,  and 
the  money  so  raised  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Agents  as 
an  indemnity  for  the  above  draft. 

**Re9olved,  That  the  committee  be  authorized  to  pay  the 
Assistant  Secretary,  Rev.  B.  Griffen,  the  amount  of  his 
travelling  expenses. 

"Refolved,  That  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ex- 
penses of  the  Delegates  be  authorized  to  draw  for  the 
amount  of  deficiency  on  the  Agents  at  New- York." 
The  above  resolutions  were  adopted. 
The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended. 
On  motion  of  J.  M'Clintock, 
T.  B.  Bond  and       Reiolved,  That  the  Rev.  T.  E.  Bond  and  the  Rev.  Geo. 
G.  coica.  Coles  be  invited  to  take  seats  within  the  bar. 

L.  M .  Lee.  Qu  motion  of  J.  M'Cliutock,  the  Conference  took  up  the 

resolution  respecting  the  request  of  the  Rev.  L.  M.  Lee, 
touchmg  a  copy  of  the  journals  of  the  General  Conference, 
and  is  as  follows: — {See  journal  of  May  12,  p.  46.) 

J.  A.  Collins  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  the 

above : — 

Pabiicauon   of      Eesolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be,  and 

iSSdcSSteJe^Ji"  ^^^7  hereby  are,  directed  to  publish  the  journals  of  the 

Q^eneral  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

from  1800  to  1886  mclusive. 

H.  Slicer  moved  to  amend  the  substitute  by  adding. 
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**  except  in  so  far  as  the  journal  inyolves  personal  char-      naj  n, 
acfcer."  ^ 

This  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  substitute 
offered  by  J.  A.  GoUins  was  adopted. 

The  order  of  the  day. was  suspended  to  receiTe  a  com-  American  a  For- 
munication  from  a  committee  of  the  American  and  Fore^  uSfon'*'**'**" 
Christian  Union,  viz.,  Dr.  Baird,  Dr.  Fairchild,  Dr.  Eenne<fy, 
Bey.  Mr.  Kirk— each  of  whom  addressed  the  Conference. 

Dr.  Furchild  read  to  the  Conference  a  memorial  from 
the  aforesaid  association,  after  which  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted : — 

Beeolved,  Thai  the  memorial  m  favour  of  the  American 
and  Foreign  Christian  Union,  just  read,  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee  of  five,  who  ^all  be  instructed  to  report 
to  this  body  smtable  action  in  relation  to  it. 

The  chair  anounced  the  following  as  said  committee : — 
G.  Peck,  J.  P.  Durbin,  G.  Webber,  W.  Nast*  J.  Davis. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  resumed. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  report  further  as 
follows : — 

**  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  to  whom  was  i^i»rt  on  Book 
referred  the  communication  signed  by  brothers  Owen,  Tay-    ^'^®^™* 
lor,  Corwin,  Simonds,  Briggs,  Bannister,  Maclay,  and  Dry- 
den,  in  relation  to  the  state  of  the  work  in  Califomia,  and, 
among  other  thmgs,  ])etition]ng  the  General  Conference  to 
establish  a  book  depository  and  a  weekly  paper  m  the  city  of  ^S^*^ciS! 
San  Francisco,  in  that  State,  have  had  the  same  under  con-  ^raiA. 
sideration,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  for  adoption  by  the 
General  Conference  the  following  resolutions : — 

*' Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be,  and  Depodtory  in 
they  hereby  are,  instructed  to  establish  a  Book  Depository  S^'^r^i^f^ 
in  San  Francisco,  California,  with  aH  reasonable  despatch, 
and  with  such  an  amount  of  stock  as  they  may  judge  the 
interests  of  the  work  require." 

J.  F.  Wright  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  addmg, 
"and  the  safety  of  the  Book  Concern  will  warrant." 

Amendment  withdrawn,  and  the  resolution  was  then 
adopted. 

''  Resolved,  That  a  weekly  paper,  to  be  denominated  the  Newnmer  in 
Califomia  Christian  Advocate,  be  established  in  San  Fran-  ^  ""«»«»• 
dsco,  under  the  patronage  and  control  of  the  General  Con- 
ference, and  that  the  Conference  accept  the  paper  of  that 
name  now  published  in  San  Francisco  as  the  nucleus  of  the' 
enterprise. 

A  division  of  the  resolution  was  ordered,  and,  on  motion, 
the  first  part  was  adopted,  vus.,  to  establish  a  paper  in  San 
Francisco. 

H.  Slicer  propcMed  to  amend  the  second  part  by  addmg, 
"provided  the  liabilities  of  said  paper  do  not  exceed  $2000.'* 
TbiB  was  laid  on  the  table. 
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BCaysa  W.  H.  Hunter  moTed  to  amend  by  adding,  ''provided 

their  liabOities  do  not  exceed  $1500."    This  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

B.  S.  Hall  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  "provided  their 
liabilities  do  not  exoeed  $3000.  ,  This  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  second  part,  via.,  **  and  that  the  Conference  acoept 
the  paper  of  that  name  now  published  in  San  Francisco,  as 
the  nucleus  of  the  enterprise,  was  adopted. 
Building  In  Bad  «  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be,  and 
Prandsoo.  ^^^  hereby  are,  directed  to  inquure,  without  avoidable  de- 
lay, into  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  purchasing  a  lot 
in  San  Francisco,  and  erecting  thereon  a  substantial  build- 
ing for  the  accommodation  of  the  depository  and  paper ; 
and  if,  in  their  judgment,  the  interests  of  the  Church  m  that 
quarter  of  our  work  require  it,  they  are  hereby  authorised 
to  make  such  purchase  and  erect  such  buildings." 

Carried. 
Depodtory  ud       "jRetolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be,  and 
cwSJo!*'  **  *^^y  bereby  are,  instructed  to  establish  a  Book  Depository, 

and  weekly  paper,  to  be  denominated ,  at  Chicago, 

Illinois. 

By  Tote,  the  session  was  prolonged. 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  "  New- York,"  and  in- 
sert *'  Cincmnati,"  pending  which  it  was  moved  to  lay  the 
subject  on  the  table,  and  make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow  morning,  immediately  after  the  reading  of  the 
journal     Lost. 

It  was  moved,  that  we  now  adjourn.    Lost. 

D.  P.  Kidder  moved,  as  a  substitute,  the  following : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and  Cin- 
cinnati be,  and  they  hereby  ai^p,  instructed  to  establish  a 
Book  Depository  at  Chicago,  Illinois — ^by  mutual  arrange- 
ment, each  Agency  fumislung  the  books  it  severally  pub- 
lishes, &c. 

Withdrawn. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  "  New- York,"  and  insert  "Cm- 
cinnati,"  in  the  fourth  resolution,  prevailed,  and  the  reso- 
lution thus  amended  was  adopted. 

Conference  adjourned.    Prayer  by  W.  H.  Gkx)de. 

FRIDAY  MOENING,  MAY  21. 

May  81.  Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  reli^ous  exercises,  led  by  J.  Havens,  the 
journal  of  the  precedmg  session  was  read,  amended,  and 
.approved. 

B.  N.  Brown  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day, 
that  he  might  introduce  a  resolution.    Lost, 
itoftaa  Bopori.       The  Committee  on  Bevisals  submitted  their  Report  No.  1 
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sad  No.  %  which  wdre  laid  oa  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be      jiay  sl 
printed. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported,  in  part,  as  follows,  Boport  or  Ck>in- 
which  was  adopted:—  SST  "^  *^*^ 

" The  Conmiittee  on  Missions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  ooionndpreaoh- 
petition  of  the  coloured  brethren  from  Philadelphia,  asking  S^^^^jjjw- 
that  the  pastors  within  the  Philadelphia  and  t^ew-Jersey  Jeney°  confer- 
OcHiferences  may  be  formed  mto  an  Annual  Conference, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Bishops  and  of  the  Presiding 
Elders  of  said  Conferences,  within  whose  bounds  their  (the 
coloured  pastors')  work  maj  lie,  beg  leave  to  report — 

"  That  the  Committee  have  given  due  consideration  to 
the  said  petition,  and  have  heard  the  bearers  of  it  in  per- 
son, and  have  obtained  all  information  within  their  reach, 
and  have  come  to  the  following  conclusions : — 

"  1st.  That  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  cdioured  pastors, 
mentioned  in  the  petition  aforesaid,  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  meet  together  once  a  year,  in  the  presence  or  un- 
der the  supervision  of  Ihe  Bishop,  or  Bishops,  in  order  to 
confer  t<^ether  with  respect  to  the  best  means  of  promoting 
their  work,  and  to  receive  the  assignment  of  their  work 
from  the  Bishop,  to  the  churches  usually  left  in  the  min- 
utes '  to  be  supplied.' 

"2d.  That  in  this  meeting  it  is  desimble  that  the  Pre- 
siding Elders,  in  whose  boui&  the  coloured  churches  and 
congregations  lie,  should  be  present  to  assist  the  Bishop  in 
assigning  the  work. 

"  dd.  Provided,  upon  due  inquiry  by  the  Bishops,  they 
shall  find  a  sufficient  number  of  coloured  preachers,  of  suf- 
ficient qualifications  to  justify  an  annual  meeting. 

<<  Having  arrived  at  these  conclusions,  the  Committee 
have  agreed  on  the  following  resolution,  which  is  reported 
for  adoption  by  the  General  Conference : — 

*'  Be9olved,  That  we  advise  that  the  coloured  local  preach- 
ers now  employed,  or  who  may  be  employed,  vritbin  the 
bounds  of  the  Philadelphia  and  New-Jersey  Annual  Con- 
ferences, be  assembled  tc^ether  once  in  each  year,  by  the 
Bishop  or  Bishops^ who  may  preside  in  said  Conference,  for 
the  purpose  of  conferring  with  said  coloured  local  preach- 
ers with  respect  to  the  b^  means  for  promotmg  their  work, 
and  also  for  the  purpose  of  assigning  them  their  work  re* 
spectively;  and  that  the  Presi(ung  Elders,  within  whose 
bounds  and  under  whose  oare  the  coloured  churches  and 
congregations  are,  be  present,  and  aid  the  Bishop  or  Bishops 
in  said  annual  meeting  of  coloured  local  preachers :  pro- 
vided, that  upon  due  mquiry  the  said  Bishop  or  Bishops 
shall  find  such  annual  meeting  aforesaid  to  be  practicable 
and  expedient.'" 

The  same  Committee  reported  further,  which  was  laid  on 
the  table  for  the  present : — 

0 
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iby  SL  "The  Missionary  Committee,  to  which  was  referred  the 

Smnte  Foreign  resolutions  of  the  Providence  Conference,  advismg  the  or- 
BMad""^  ffanization  of  a  separate  missionaiy  department  or  society 
for  the  support  of  foreign  mismons,  have  had  the  same  un- 
der consideration ;  and  after  careful  and  free  discussion  in 
Committee,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  embodied  in  the 
following  resolution,  which  is  reported  for  adoption  by  the 
General  Conference : — 

'*  JResolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  organize  a  separate 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  at  present ;  but  m  the  progress 
of  the  work,  the  time  may  come  that  the  missionary  collec- 
tions should  be  taken  separately  for  foreign  and  domestic 
,  missions,  and  be  separately  administered.*' 

The  same  Committee  further  reported  in  relation  to  pro- 
vidmg  the  due  exercise  of  Episcopal  functions  in  Liberia. 
Laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 
Report  or  Book     On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collms,  the  report  of  the  Book  Com- 
2S[!^n^       ndttee,  yestercUiy  laid  upon  the'^ble,  was  taken  up,  and 
the  second  resolution  of  said  report  was  read,  and  it  lay  on 
the  table  under  the  rule. 
^fSee  on  Tern-     '^^  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy 
pona  Eiooiioa^'     Ist.  In  relation  to  the  alteration  of  ^^ 
ment. 
2d.  On  the  electicm  of  stewards. 
Sd.  On  the  support  of  preachers  and  their  families. 
4th.  A  minority  repnort  on  the  same  subject. 
5th.  A  report  on  raising  supplies  for  efl^tive  preachers. 
All  of  which  were  laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule,  and 
all  ordered  to  be  printed. 
^utM  m^tb-     '^^  Committee  on  Itinerancy  reported  on  the  office  and 
enuuT.         'work  of  Presiding  Elders,  setting  forth  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  make  any  change.    The  report  was  laid  on  the 
table, 
w.  Herr.  The  same  Committee  reported  further  on  the  memorial 

of  W.  Herr,  recommending  that  the  prayer  of  the  memo- 
rialist be  not  granted.     The  report  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Misaons  was  taken  up. 
The  first  resolution  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : — 
^uouEaLibMia.      " ^^olved.  That  measures  be  taken  to  insure  the  due  ex» 
ercise  of  Episcopal  functions  in  the  Liberia  Mission  Annual 
Conference." 
The  second  resolution  was  read. 
J.  A.  Collms  submitted  a  substitute  for  the  resolution. 
H.  Bangs  moved  to  amend  the  substitute  by  striking  out 
all  aft^r  the  word  "Conference,"  and  the  amendment  was 
accepted  by  the  mover,  and,  as  amended,  is  as  follows : — 
Be9olved,  That  the  General  Conference  recommend  to 
the  Bishops  that  they  make  such  arrangements  as  that  one 
of  their  number  shall  visit  Liberia  once  or  oftener  during 
the  ensuing  four  years,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary. 
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Moved,  that  when  we  adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  this  after-      May  il 
noon  at  3  o'clock.     Carried. 
Conference  adjourned. 
Benediction  by  N.  Wilson. 

Fridat  Aftsrnoon. 

Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

Conference  convened  at  3  o'clock,  and  was  opened  by 
reading  the  Scriptures,  smging,  and  prayer  by  J.  Chandler. 
The  journal  was  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  was  taken  Baport  or  Oom- 
up,  and  the  following  resolution  of  the  report  was  read : —    Smot^uiSi*" 

**  The  Committee  have  also  had  under  consideration  that  np* 
part  of  the  Bishops'  Address  which  relates  to  strengthening 
the  Episcopacy,  and  recommend  the  following  resolution  :~^ 

"  Jtesolved,  That  we  will,  at  this  session  of  the  General  Three  additioua 
Ccmference,  elect  three  additional  Bishops."  SSdSL'^^"'" 

The  resolution  was  amended  by  substituting  the  word  j^n^^jed  to  four 
"four,"  for  the  word  "  three." 
The  resolution  as  amended  was  then  adopted. 
H.  Bangs  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : — 

Re9olv€d,  That  the  election  of  Bishops  be  the  order  of  Time  of  eiaotioa 
the  day  for  next  Tuesday,  at  0  o'clock,  A.  M.  of  Bi.hop.. 

The  Conference  took  up  the  business  pending  at  the  time 
of  adjournment  this  mormng. 

C.  E.  True  submitted  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  Change  of  thiid 
under  discussion  this  morning,  so  as  to  read  as  follows : —     ptomJSl*  "*^ 

"Besolved,  That  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  secure  a 
change  of  the  third  restrictive  rule,  so  as  to  make  it  read  as 
follows : — 

"  3d.  They  shall  not  change  or  alter  any  part  or  rule  of 
our  government  so  as  to  do  away  Episcopacy,  or  destroy 
the  plan  of  our  Itinerant  General  Superintendency :  prom- 
ded,  that  the  General  Conference  shall  have  authority  to 
elect  a  Superintendent  of  our  Missions  in  foreign  countries, 
with  Episcopal  power,  who  may  not  be  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  General  Superintendents ;  and  provided  also,  that 
this  restriction  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the 
General  Conference  from  electing  a  Bishop  or  Bishops  to  be 
exclusively  devoted  to  our  missions  In  foreign  countries 
respectively,  as  the  General  Conference  may  &ect. 

"P.  P.  Sandford, 

"A.  M.  OSBON. 

''But  should  the  Annual  Conferences  refuse  to  concur    . 
witb  the  General  Conference  in  making  the  foregoing  altera- 
tion of  the  restrictive  rule,  then 

"  Re9olved,  That  the  General  Conference  recommend  to 
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Kfty  n.      the  Bishops  that  ther  make  suoh  anaogeneiita  as  that  one 
BpisooMi  flmo-  of  their  number  shall  visit  Liberia  once  or  of  tener  diuing 
uonaiiiLiberta.  ^^  coming  foTiT  jears,  as  they  shall  judge  necessaiy.*' 

On  motion,  the  amendment  of  C.  E.  True  was  laid  cm 
the  table. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  substitute, 
brother  H.  Kinsley  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the 
word  "  once,"  and  insert  the  word  "  twice." 
The  proposed  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  substitute  was  then  adopted. 
It  was  ordered  to  take  up  the  amendment  submitted  by 
C.  E.  True  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Question  bemg  on  its  adoption,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

On  motion  of  J.  Porter,  the  resolution  was  referred  to  a 
committee  of  three. 

The  chair  appointed  £.  B.  Ames,  J.  M'Clintock,  and  M. 
Raymond,  said  conunittee. 

The  remainder  of  this  report  was  referred  to  this  com- 
mittee. 
Boandwries.  Z.  Phillips  presented  a  petition  from  Rochester,  N.  Y., 

on  the  subject  of  boundaries.    Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 
G.o<deB.  H.  Bangs  presented  a  communication  from  G.  Coles, 

which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
FittobonhObrii-     H.  J.  Clarke  presented  the  report  of  the  Publishing 
ttaa  Advocate.  Committee  of  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate,  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
Fond  da  UodiB-     W.  H.  Sampson  presented  a  memorial  from  Fond  du  Lac 
^^'  district.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

siATory.  C.  Eingsley  presented  a  memorial  from  Parkman  circuity 

on  slavery.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rerisals. 
lAj  delegation.       J.  H.  Whallon  presented  a  communication  from  Quart^ly 

Conference  of  Morgan  circuit,  on  lay  delegation, 
siayery.  C.  Eingsley  presented  several  papers  on  the  subject  of 

slavery.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 
White-Water  re-     S.  T.  Gillett  presented  statistics  of  White- Water  Female 
male  CoUege.    College,  Indiana.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 
Geneeee  College     M.  Crow  presented  catalogue  and  statistics  of  Genesee 
Sminlry!^*^*"  College  and  Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary.     Referred  to 

Committee  on  Education, 
Change  of  DiMi-     Bishop  Jaucs  presented  a  memorial  of  sixteen  members 
and  ap^fdC*^  of  the  church  in  Syracuse,  praying  for  an  alteration  of  the 
Discipline  in  relation  to  trials  and  appeals.    Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 
Eaat  OeneMe        J.  Dennis  presented  a  memorial  from  East  Genesee  Con- 
*'^^'**™'*'      ference,  asking  to  remove  some  matters  from  the  Goieral 
Rules  to  anotiaer  section.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisals. 
Bnndaj  Bohoqii.     L.  W.  Berry  presented  a  memorial  on  Sabbath  Schools 
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from  members  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  Conferences.    Beferred      Kay  n. 
to  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  and  Tracts. 

F.  Hodgson  presented  a  memorial  of  Mrs. Thomas,  Mn.  TiiomM. 

relating  to  the  action  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference  in  the 
case  of  her  husband.  Referred  to  uie  Conmiittee  on  Itin- 
erancy. 

J.  Cunningham  presented  a  memorial  from  Philadelphia,  i^  detogation. 
prajcing  for  no  alteration  of  the  Discipline  so  as  to  admit 
of  lay  delegation,  unless  two-thirds  of  each  Annual  Confer- 
ence shall  first  ask  for  such  change  in  our  economy ;  and 
further  praying  that  this  amendment  shall  have  the  force  of 
a  restrictive  nue.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

M.  Rajrmond  presented  a  petition  from  members  of  the  BiMtfonorstew- 
M.  £.  Church,  for  change  in  liie  Discipline  in  respect  to  the  ^"^ 
election  of  stewards.    R^erred  to  the  Committee  on  Tem- 
poral Economy. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Columbus,  Ohio^  on  lay  delegation,  iaj  deiegsuon. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  that  subject 

J.  H.  Whallon  presented  a  petitian  from  Cleveland,  Ohio,  oieyeiaiid,  ouo, 
asking  that  the  next  General  Conference  be  held  m  that  *«^»^<>»»- 
city.     Laid  on  the  table. 

C.  Brooks  presented  a  memorial  from  Bethesda  and  Rapid  Boandutei. 
Foige,  on  boundaries.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

Also,  a  catal(^e  of  Oakland  Female  Seminaiy,  Hills- (tak^ndFemaie 
borough,  Ohio.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education.  "^* 

D.  Holmes  presented  a  petition  for  a  Book  Depository  at  Book  DepodiofT 
Auburn,  N.  Y.  Referredf  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  •*^°i«»'»t. 
Concern. 

J.  Marsee  presented  a  memorial  from  Newtown  circuit,  si^Tery  and  lay 
North  Indiana  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  slavery  and  ***^®«**'**"' 
lay  representatives.    So  much  as  refers  to  slavery  was  re- 
fmed  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals,  and  so  much  as  refers 
to  lay  delegation  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  that 
subject. 

J.  F.  Wright  jjresented  a  memorial  from  J.  F.  Chalfont,  J.  f.  ChaMmt. 
proposing  alterations  and  additions  to  the  Discipline.     Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Also,  from  8.  F.  Conry,  asldng  for  a  Kentucky  Confer-  Kentucky  ooq- 
enoe.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.  ferenoe. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  Hatton  Sunmons,  on  the  subject  Miaisieriai  np- 
of  ministerial  allowa^pe.    Referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  '^^ 
Temporal  Economy. 

P.  Cartwright  presented  a  memorial  from  Pulasid,  on  the  Boimdariea. 
subject  of  boundaries.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

J.  Porter  presented  two  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  in-  indebtodaMi  t» 
tlebtedness  to  the  Book  Concern.    Referred  to  the  Com-  »«*<>«««»• 
iiiittee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Conference  adjourned.    Prayer  by  6.  W.  Walker. 
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SATUBDAT  MORNING,  MAT  22. 

Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  serrices  by  J.  Young,  the  jour- 
nal was  read,  amended,  and  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  the  Church  Suit  presented  a  report, 
which  was  adopted,  as  follows : — 

B«oort  of  c^-     "  The  Committee  on  the  Church  Suit,  to  whom  were  re- 
Cbi^h  Sail.  ^  ferred  the  reports  of  the  Book  A^nts  at  New- York  and 
Cincinnati,  with  other  papers  relative  to  the  Church  prop 
erfy  suits,  b^  leave  respectfully  to  report,  that 

"  Whereas  the  final  decree  in  the  Church  Suit  at  New- 
York  is  not  yet  rendered,  and  as  the  suit  at  Cincinnati  b 
not  yet  tried ;  and, 

"Whereas,  in  the  judgment  of  this  Committee,  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  cannot  at  present  take  any  enlightened  ac- 
tion respecting  the  course  which  it  may  be  proper  to  take 
under  contingencies  yet  to  arise, 

"  Therefore,  your  Committee  recommend  the  following 
resolutions  for  adoption  by  the  General  Conference  :< — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  decision  of  the  question  of  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  Judge  Nelson,  and  the  settlement  of^the 
whole  busmess  at  New- York,  be  referred  to  a  commission 
of  five  persons,  including  the  Book  Agents  at  that  place ; 
and  that  the  case  m  Cincinnati,  in  like  manner,  be  referred 
to  a  commission  of  five  persons,  including  the  Book  Agents 
at  that  place. 

"  Hesolved,  That  the  additional  members  of  said  commis- 
sions be  appdnted  by  this  Conference  by  ballot,  and  that 
each  commission  be,  and  hereby  is,  clothed  with  full  powen 
to  act. 

"  In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

"  JoHK  Davis,  Chairman. 

"Boston,  May  21, 1862.'' 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended. 
N.  Bangs  moved  the  following : — 
Prarioia  QoM-       BesolvH^,  That  it  shall  be  in  order  to  move  that  the  quea- 
tton.  tion  be  taken  without  further  debate  on  any  measure  pend- 

ing before  the  General  Conference ;  and  if  sustained  by  a 
vote  of  two-thirds,  the  question  shall  be  so  taken. 

S.  Comfort  proposed  to  amend,  by  striking  out  "  two- 
thirds,"  and  inserting  "  three-fourths."  This  was  laid  on 
the  table. 
The  resolution  was  adopted. 
BpiM^  oidi-  S.  Comfort  presented  a  resolution  touching  changes  in 
favour  of  the  service  for  Episcopal  Ordination.  Rcleired 
to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 
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J.  Younp^  presented  the  foUoimg  i-^Meiolved,  That  we      Mfty». 
have  examued  with  much  satisfaction  the  beautiful  portrait  ^'^^l^^^^' 
of  our  late  lamented  senior  Superintendent.  ^^         *' 

Eesolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
superintend,  and  cause  to  be  taken,  a  daguerreotype  for 
each  member  of  this  General  Conference,  or  as  many  as 
desire  it ;  and  that  by  a  collection  taken  in  the  Conference 
we  will  meet  the  expenses  of  the  same. 

J.Davis  presented  a  request,  that  the  next  session  of  the  Gen*  PeuuonB  foiCton- 
eral  Conference  be  held  at  Washmgton  City.    Laid  on  table.  SmLS^SISS 

M.  Crow  presented  a  similar  request  from  Rochester.  Madon. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

£.  H.  Pilcher  presented  a  request  from  Detroit,  on  the 
same  subject.    lAid  on  the  table. 

8.  P.  Hleyes  presented  a  request  from  Chicago,  on  the 
same  subject.    Laid  on  the  table. 

B.  N.  Brown  ofiEered  the  following : — Resolved^  That  Dr.  Hittory  Meth.  e. 
Thomas  K  Bond,  sen.,  be,  and  hereby  is,  requested  to  pro-  tI^b^iX  ^! 
secute  to  completion  his  History  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.    Adopted. 

R.  Holmes  offered  a  resolution  touching  changes  in  the  change  of  Diad-  y 

Discipline.    Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule.  ^  °®'  ' 

H.  Mattison  offered  the  followuig : — Resolved,  That  the  Rewinding   the  . 

resolution  of  the  General  Conference  of  1848,  which  re-  }£i^^    Jj 
quires  the  Secretaries  of  the  Annual  Conferences  to  record  Anniui  Confer- 
aD  adopted  reports  of  committees,  and  all  testimony  in  the  ^^'^ 
trial  of  preachers,  upon  the  journal  of  Conference,  or  in  a 
separate  book,  instead  of  filing  documents  and  referring  to 
them,  be,  and  hereby  is,  rescinded.     Carried. 

J.  Marsee  offered  a  resolution  touching  alterations  m  the  ^^<>s®  <>'  i^^- 
Discipline.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals.  ^^^ 

H.  N.  Seaver  presented  the  following : — Resolved,  That  igenta  in^^mei- 
the  A^nts  of  the  Book  Concern  be  instructed  to  send  the  ?tJ^!^4v^ 
Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  gratuitously  to  all  widows  Jjj^  ^  widows 
of  deceased  travelling  preachers,  who  are  in  good  standuig 
m  the  M.  £.  Church,  applying  tiierefor,  and  to  such  super- 
annuated preachers  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  Annual 
Conference  of  which  they  are  memb^.    Adopted. 

B.  Holmes  presented  a  resolution  touching  some  change  change  in  niMt- 
m  the  Disciplme  relating  to  receiving  preacheiB  on  trial.  ^°®* 
Referred  to  Conunittee  on  Revisals. 

J.  S.  Porter  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  adopting  rules  change  of  ndee 
for  our  govenmient.    Carried.  otiSmSld^- 

C.  Hobart  proposed  the  following  amendment  to  Rule  lih,  tbrenoe. 

that  a  substitute  may  not  be  amended  before  it  is  accepted  ^J'Jf^*   ** 
by  a  vote  m  the  place  of  the  original  proposition ;  but  when 
accepted  by  vote,  may  be  amended  as  an  original  propo- 
sition.   Agreed  to.     And  the  Rule  as  amended  was,  on 
motion,  adopted. 
M.  Crow  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Discipline  be  so 
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ybKf  n.      amended  as  to  iratiiome  the  Annual  Oonfereneea  to  ex* 
amine  candidates  for  admission  on  trial  in  tbe  travelling 
connexion.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 
H.  Whitman  presented  the  foUowing : — 
Amendment  of      Resolved,  Hiat  the  Discipline,  page  52,  see.  11,  of  the 
Diedpitne.        duties  of  those  who  have  the  charge  of  circuits  or  stations, 
Ans.  9,  and  after  the  words  "  properly  distinguished/'  be 
amended  bj  inserting  the  following — *'  also  the  nttmber  of 
members  who  have  died  during  £e  year."    Lies  on  the 
table  under  the  rule. 

J.  Bear  offered  a  resolution  touching  some  changes  m 
the  rule  for  receivinc;  preachers  from  other  Ohurches.    Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 
Baldwin  inett-      H.  Whitman  presented  the  catalogue  of  Baldwin  Insti- 
^^  tute.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education, 

nodibig  inau-      J.  M*Clintock  presented  the  catalogue  of  Flushing  Fe- 
^^'  male  Institute.     Keferred  to  the  Committee  on  l^uca- 

tion. 
Beiigioue  priTi-      The  Committee  appointed  on  the  subject  of  attempting 
legea  In  Borne.  ^  obtafai  the  same  relijgious  privileges  for  Protestants  in 
Rome,  and  other  Catholic  countries,  vaaX  Catholics  enjoy  in 
the  United  States,  reported,  and  their  report  was  laid  on 
the  table  for  tiie  present  and  ordered  to  be  jmnted. 
Committee  an-      The  chair  announced  £.  R.  Ames,  J.  M'Clintock,  and  M. 
ooonoed.      •  Raymond,  as  the  committee  ordered  yesterday  afternoon. 
Took  up  the  report  of  Book  Committee. 
Resolution  fourth  was  read,  amended,  and  adopted,  and 
is  as  follows : — 
icente  at  cin-     "  Re9olved,  That  the  Book  A^nts  at  Cincinnati  be,  and 
rtSSed  to*Si-  *^®y  ^'^  hereby  authorized  and  instructed  to  establish  a 
ubiish  a  tte-    depository  for  books,  and  a  weekly  paper,  to  be  denomm- 
jajtoryat  t.    ^^  y^^  ^^^^  ^^j^  ^  ^j^^  ^^^  sclect,  m  the  city  of  St. 

Louis,  Mo.,  to  be  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the 
Book  Agents  at  Cincmnati :  provided,  that  in  the  judgment 
of  the  Agents  such  depository  and  perioc^cal  can  be  estab- 
lished and  sustained  with  safety  to  the  interests  of  the 
Book  Concern." 

The  whole  report  was  adopted. 

The  motion  to  adopt  reconsidered,  to  supply  the  name 
of  the  Church  paper  to  be  published  at  Chicago. 
North  weetem     Moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  ''  North-Western  Christian 
cwjrtianAd.0-  Advocate." 

H.  W.  Reed  moved  to  amend,  calHng  it  "Prairie.**  Lost 
The  name,  "North-Western  Christian  Advocate,"  pre- 
vailed, and  the  whole  report  was  adopted. 
The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended. 
J.  H.  Power  offered  the  following : — 
xoniiment  to        Bnolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
BUbopX'Ken-  ^ake  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  erectmg  a  suitable 
monument  to  the  memory  of  the  venerable  Bishop  M'Ken- 
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dree,  and  if  deemed  expedient,  to  submit  some  plan  bjr      Mt^m, 
which  the  object  may  be  secured. 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved  the  following: — 

Revived,  That  the  Discipline  be  so  amended  in  Part  I,  ^j"»«J  "^  "JJj 
Ch.  ill,  §  %  Ans.  1,  as  to  i4ad  80,  in  the  place  of  21,  the  tton."''^*'*" 
present  ratio  of  delegates. 

Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

A.  Witherspoon  moved  the  following : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Oommittee  on  the  Book  Concern  be]>j^^Mn 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  publishing  the  ' 

Discipline  m  the  French  and  Norwegian  languages. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

W.  H.  Collins  presented  a  petition  from  Ypsilanti^  Michi-  si*t»7. 
gan,  on  the  subject  of  slavery.     Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revisals. 

The  Committee  on  the  Chartered  Fund  reported.  oiurtend  fand. 

The  1st,  2d,  Sd,  4th,  5th,  6th«  and  iTth  resolutions  were 
adopted,  with  the  preamble.     (See  Appendix,  T,  p.  176.) 

X  Clark  moved  the  following : — 

Resolved,  That  when  an  Annual  Conference  decides  that  ^'^^S^'^^J^ 
a  preacher  having  charge  has  received  or  expelled  a  mem-  ElQ8»U}^*°' 
b^  contrary  to  the  Discipline,  the  decision  does  not  exclude 
the  member  so  received,  but  restores  the  member  so  ex- 
pelled. 

Carried. 

J.  Clark  presented  a  paper  on  law  questions,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy.  ^ 

The  Committee  on  Sunday  schools  reported.  Baoort  or  oom- 

Report  No.  1,  read,  and  hud  on  the  table  under  the  rules.  ^^^^]f™* 

Report  No.  2,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed-*~4ilso  No.  1. 

Report  No.  3.    That  part  of  the  report  relating  to  the  todjy^  Whool 
Sunday  School  Advocate  was  adopted.  ^*^ 

*' Resolved,  That  the  Sunday  School  Advocate,  from  and 
after  the  commencement  of  the  next  vdume,  be  issued  as 
a  weekly  sheets  and  not  less  than  one  quarter  of  its  present 
sise. 

*' Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be  requested  to  publii^ 
this  periodical  on  the  best  paper,  and  in  the  best  ^le  of 
printing  and  engraving  that  the  enterprise  will  allow ;  and, 
if  they  judge  proper,  to  advance  the  price  not  exceedkg 
ten  cents  per  volume." 

The  Committee>  on  Revisals  report,  in  part,  further. 

Report  No.  8  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

T.  J.  Thompson  moved  the  f<^wing:*- 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instrueied  Ohvtend  fond, 
to  alter  the  chapter  in  the  Discipline  on  the  Chartered 
Fund,  to  arrange  the  Disdpline  so  as  to  confonn  to  the 
action  of  this  Conference  and  the  charter  of  the  corporati<Hi. 
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mv  tt-  Beferred  to  the  Committee  on  BeTisals. 

ObADge  of  Difld-     A.  <r.  Phelps  offered  a  resolution  proposisg  to  alter  the 
^^^  rule  respectmg  the  reception  of  traveling  preachers  on  trinL 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 
Bepori  of  oom-     G.  Peck  moved  to  take  up  the  report  from  the  Commit- 
^^  **  ^tee  on  Reraals,  No.  1.    Lost.    But, 

On  motion,  it  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Wed- 
nesday morning. 
Temwna  Soon-     H.  Banffs  returned  seyeral  papers,  saying,  ''The  Com- 
^™^'  mittee  on  Temporal  Economy  had  acted  on  the  subjects, 

and  requested  that  they  lie  on  the  table." 
BUtory.  C.  Ejngsley  presented  a  memorial  from  Farmington  on 

the  subject  of  slayeiy.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Re- 
visals. 

W.  Hosmer  presented  a  memorial  on  the  same  subject 

Sunilarly  referred. 

Baadmy  Bohooia.      J.  F.  Wright  presented  a  memorial  from  eight  members 

of  our  Church  on  Milford  circuit,  Ohio,  on  the  subject  of 

Sunday-school  superintendents. 

Lfty  delegation.      Also,  a  memorial  against  ]ay  delegation.    Referred  to 

the  Committees  on  these  subjects. 
Family  BiUe.         H.  W.  Reed  and  others  presented  memorials^on  the  sub- 
ject of  publishing,  in  a  conyenient  size,  a  family  reading  and 
pronouncing  Bible.    Referred  to  the  Conunittee  <m  the 
book  Concern. 
Appeal  of  D.  J.       Took  up  the  appeal  case  of  D.  J.  Snow. 
^^*   e  The  journal  of  the  lUinds  Conference,  touchmg  his  < 

was  read.    The  appeal  was  admitted. 

J.  B.  Corrington  stated  the  ground  of  appeal  to  be,  that 
the  action  of  the  Conference  was  informal  and  ill^^ 

P.  Cartwright  made  some  remarks  touching  this  case ; 
and,  on  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  it  was 

Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  seyeral  Aimual  Con- 
ferences, in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  the  ci^  of 
D.  J.  Snow  be  remanded  back  to  the  Illinois  Conference 
for  a  new  trial 

H.  SUcer  moyed,  as  a  substitute,  That  the  decision  of  the 

Illinois  Conference,  in  the  case  of  D.  J.  Snow,  be  reyerved. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table  failed. 

Seoretoij  in-         The  substitute  was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  the  See- 

atnieied.         retary  ordered  to  giye  the  Illinois  Conference  a  copy  of  the 

aboye  action. 
inTiutfona.  J.  P.  Durbm  read  an  myitation  to  the  General  Confer- 

ence to  yisit  the  Cabinet  of  Missionary  Curiosities  and  li- 
brary of  the  American  Board  of  Conunissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions,  signed  by  R.  Anderson,  S.  B.  Treaty  S.  L.  Pome- 
Toy,  secretaries. 
Adjourned.    Prayer,  by  I.  Chamberlayne. 
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MONDAY  MORNING,  MAT  24. 

Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  exercises,  led  by  J.  Dam,  the 
journal  was  read  and  approved. 

H.  N.  Seaver,  a  reserre  delegate  from  East  Genesee,  M.  wikww. 
stated  to  the  Conference  that  M.  Fellows,  a  delegate  from 
that  conference,  had  arrived,  and  that  he  resigned  his  seat 
in  favour  of  M.  Fellows. 

His  resignation  was  accepted,  and  M.  Fellows  presented 
his  certificate  of  election,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Committee  on  Expenses  of  Delegates  was  ordered  to 
pay  the  travelling  expenses  of  M.  Fellows. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended,  for  the  purpose  of  Bet.  ▲.  ChMn. 
hearing  the  address  of  Rev.  A.  Green,  representative  from 
the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  of  Canada. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  further  suspended  for  the  pur- 
pose of  introducinfi;  resolutions. 

Z.  Phillips,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  to  whom  the 
document  from  the  ^ook  Concern  of  Canada  Conference 
was  referred,  presented  the  following : — 

^'Besolved,  That  the  Acent  of  the  Book  Concern  of  the  '^•^  gjjll 
Canada  Conference  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  dM?  nfenno0 
shall  have  the  privilege  of  purchasmg  our  books  at  New-  *owx*fc 
York  on  the  same  terms  as  the  Book  Concern  at  Cincinnati, 
the  Agent  in  Canada  paying  the  duties  on  the  same,  and 
the  expenses  of  transportation." 

N.  Wilson  moved  to  reconsider  the  order  by  which  the  FattttoM,  Aa 
calling  for  petitions  and  memorials  was  dispensed  with  after 
the  l^t  week.    Lost. 

S.  T.  GiUett  submitted  the  following,  which  was  adopt- 
ed:— 

"  Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  Ohango  in  dimi- 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  Ans.  1,  Sec.  4,  ■**"•• 
p.  91,  as  follows :  After  the  word  *  preacher,'  m  the  fourth 
line,  insert  the  following,  <  Who  shall  cause  exact  minutes  of 
the  charges,  testimony,  and  decision  to  be  taken,  and  which 
he  shall  sign  after  approval.  The  trial  shall  be  conducted,'  dec. 

"S.  T.  GiLurrr, 
"J.  Havens." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

J.,  Holdioh  submitted  the  following,  which  was  adopt- 
ed:— 

"Badved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  instruct-  '^''I^IS^^IL 
ed  to  mquire  into  the  propriety  of  sending  representatives  n^£^ 
to  the  Wesleyan  Conference  in  England  and  Canada,  and, 
if  they  judge  expedient,  to  nommate  persons  to  represent 
us  to  both  these  bodies.  ''  J.  Holdioh, 

"H.  Bangs." 
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«#  ft.  L.  Clark  submitted  the  foIlowiDg,  which  was  referred  to 

the  Committee  on  Revises  :— 
oonrtof  AppMis.     "Hesolved,  That  m  Part  I,  Chap.  3,  Sec.  3,  and  after  the 
second  answer  in  the  following  words : — 

*'  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Annual  Conference  to  ap- 
point a  standing  Judicial  Committee  of  at  least  ox  travelling 
Elders  and  three  local  Elders  or  Deacons,  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine all  cases  of  appeals  from  local  preachers  or  ministerB 
who  may  have  been  accused,  tried,  and  convicted  by  a  Quar- 
terly Meeting  Conference,  (And  a  local  preacher  so  convicted 
shall  be  allowed  an  appeal  to  this  Committee,  in  place  of  the 
Annual  Conference,  as  provided  in  Chap.  8,  Sec.  3 ;  and  the 
Bbhop  presiding  at  the  next  succeeding  Annual  Conference 
shall  preside,  or  appomt  a  person  to  preside,  as  chairman  of 
the  Committee.)  Also,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Quar- 
terly Conference  to  appoint  a  member  of  their  own  circuit 
or  station  to  appear  in  behalf  of  the  Church,  and  to  present 
the  record  of  trial  with  the  chaxge,  specifications,  minutes 
taken  both  before  a  Committee  and  Quarterly  Conference, 
with  all  documents  relating  to  the  case,  and  the  same  shall 
be  the  only  evidence  admitted.  The  appellant  shall  state 
the  grounds  of  his  appeal,  and  make  his  defence,  without 
interruption ;  the  representative  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting 
Conference  shall  respond,  and  the  appellant,  or  his  counsel 
shall  have  the  privilege  of  reply,  which  shall  dose  the 
pleadings,  and  the  Conunittee  oi  Appeals  shall  determine 
the  case. 

"Labak  Clabx, 
"B.  Creaoh." 

H.  Mattison  submitted  the  following,  which  lies  on  the 
table  under  the  rule. 
o^««9  of  Di«d-      «<  Beeolved,  That  we  omit  from  the  Disciplme  the  last  sen- 
'^*'  tence  of  page  81,  which  reads,  "  Give  no  tickets  to  any  that 

wear  hign  heads,  enormous  bonnets,  ruffles,  or  rings, '  and 
insert  in  its  place,  **  Give  tickets  to  none  who  disr^ard  the 
apostolic  caution,  (1  Tim.  ii,  9,)  by  adorning  themselves 
with  gold,  or  pearls,  or  costly  array. 

*•  H.  Mattisok, 
"J.M.Tbimblb" 

W.  Nast  was  added  to  the  Committee  on  Ifissiona. 
The  Conference  then  proceeded  with  the  rqralar  order 
of  business. 
MiMioiimry  Bbh-     The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  resolution 
^'^^  offered  by  P.  P.  Sandford  and  A.  M.  Osbon,  refening  to  the 

election  cf  Missionary  Bishops,  reported,  and  is  as  follows : — 
(See  Journal  of  Friday,  May  21,  and  also  at  tlie  dose  of 
this  day's  journal.)    Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 
iBTitation.  B.  Creagh  presented  an  invitation  from  Hie  Leaders' 
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Meeting  of  Allen-street  Church,  New- York,  to  hold  the       ifoy  a^ 
next  General  Conference  in  that  citj.     Laid  on  the  table. 

The  Mission  Committee  reported  as  follows : — 

'<  The  Mission  Committee,  having  under  consideration  the  Miarfonto  luij. 
petition  of  the  Ohio  Conference  in  fayour  of  a  mission  to 
Italy,  or  near  to  Italy,  b^  leave  to  report  the  following 
resolution  for  adoption : — 

*'  Betchftd,  That  we  recommend  to  the  favourable  con- 
flideratbn  of  the  General  Mission  Committee  and  Board  of 
Managers  at  New-Tork,  the  establishment  of  a  mission  with 
a  view  to  benefit  Italy,  as  soon  as  may  be  found  prac- 
ticable. 

"  By  order  of  Committee, 

"J.  P.  Dubbin,  Sec" 

The  report  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  P.  P.  Sandford,  the  resolution  of  Satur-  lutio  or  npn- 
day  was  taken  up,  proposuig  to  reduce  the  ratio  of  repre-  ■^*****^- 
sentation  to  the  General  Coherence. 

8.  Comfort  moved  to  am^id  tiie  resolution  by  striking 
ont  the  number  30,  and  inserting  26. 

H.  Slicer  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  tlie  table. 
Carried. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  of  Saturday,  providing  for  re-  V^^  or  mem- 
portii^  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  membership  in  the 
ammal  statistics,  was  taken  up. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revisals. 

On  motion,  the  Conference  proceeded  to  assign  the  place 
of  the  next  General  Conference. 

On  motion  of  C.  B.  Tippett,  all  the  memorials  lying  on 
the  table  relating  to  the  subject  were  taken  up. 

^Memorials  were  then  read,  inviting  the  General  Confer- invjtotioM'  to 
ence  of  1866  to  Indianapolis,  Detroit,  Cleveland,  Chica-  o^nfbm^. 
ffo,  Rochester,  Philadelphia,  New- York,  and  Washington 
City;  also  a  verbal  i^presentation  was  made  from  Balti- 
more. 

T.  J.  Thompson  moved.  That  the  next  General  Cimfer- 
ence  be  held  in  Philadelphia. 

N.  Wilson  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute,  which 
was  adopted: — 

.Be$olved,  That  the  several  places  represented  be  called, 
and  voted  on  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  nominated. 

P.  Cartwright  moved  to  amend  the  substitute,  so  that  the 
Oonfer^ce  shall  vote  1^  ballot  on  the  several  places  in 
nozninatx>n.     Laid  on  the  table. 

On  voting,  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  having  re-  seatorBeztOoii- 
ceived  a  majority  of  77  votes  against  69,  was  declared  by  •'^o^*"^^- 
the  president  as  the  seat  of  the  next  General  Conference,  to 
be  held  May  1,  1866. 
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Mft7  M.  Bishop  Morris  presented  a  communication  from  J.  0. 

Temperance.  Wamer  and  Moses  Grant  of  this  city,  President  and  Secre- 
tary of  the  Massachusetts  Temperance  Society,  tendering  a 
present  to  the  General  Conference  of  one  hundred  copies 
of  Dr.  Carpenter's  work  on  the  suhject  of  Temperance. 

The  present  was  accepted,  and  the  Secretary  was  directed 
to  address  a  letter  suitably  acknowledging  it. 
Bfihop  Bedding.     On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  Conference  reconsidered  the 
vote  by  which  it  adopted  the  minute  relating  to  Bishop 
Hedding.    Whereupon, 

N.  Bangs  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  said  minute  the 
words  *•  the  following,"  and  insert  the  word  "  this." 
Carried. 

The  article,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted. 
'mHtMon?"-     ^^^  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy 
poni  Economy!  were  taken  from  the  table. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  it  was  ordered  that  the  majority 
report  be  so  amended  as  to  add  the  words,  "and  travelling 
expenses,"  to  the  word  "  claim,"  wherever  it  occurs. 

On  motion  of  H.  M.  Shaffer,  it  was  resolved  to  take  up 
the  majority  report,  item  by  item. 

N.  Bangs  moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  insert  the  word 
"  minority  "  for  the  word  "  majority." 

On  motion  of  J.  H.  Clark,  the  two  reports  were  referred 
to  a  select  committee  of  five. 
Son'V'^oota      The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  and 
^  Tracts  was  taken  up  and  read,  and  ordered  to  be  acted  upon* 

item  by  item. 
The  first  item  was  adopted. 

The  second  item  pending,  it  was  moved  by  G.  M.  Bes- 
wick  to  amend  the  article,  oy  strikmg  out  the  words  "  the 
publications  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,"  and  in- 
^  sert  the  words  **  religious  tracts  and  books." 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  add- 
ing to  the  word  "  Church  "  the  words  "  and  from  other 
sources," 

On  motion  of  T.  Barkdull,  it  was  ordered  to  lay  both  the 
amendments  on  the  table. 

R.  Haney  moved,  That  when  we  adjourn,  it  be  to  meet 
this  afternoon  at  8  o'clock.     Laid  on  the  table. 
Monument     to     The  chair  announced  the  Committee  on  a  Monument  to 
Btthop  M'Ken.gjg^^p  M'Kendree,  viz.,  D.  Webb,  P.  Cartwright,  and 

G.  Gaiy. 
Committee    on     The  Special  committee  of  five,  ordered  to  consider  the 
TemporaiBoon- ^p^j^  on  Temporal  Economy,  was  announced  to  be,  J. 
Porter,  H.  J.  Clarke,  I.  Winner,  P.  Akers,  and  J.  Dennis. 
^Tii^new  jaiL*     Bishop  Janes  presented  a  communication  from  M.  Grant, 
in  behalf  of  the  city  authorities  of  Boston,  inviting  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  to  visit  the  new  jail  of  the  city. 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence  was  ordered  to  reply 
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affirmatiyely  to  the  above-named  communication,  which,      ikUyM. 
together  with  the  response,  was  directed  to  be  published. 

J.  M.  Trimble  presented  a  communication  from  Carlos  inTitation  flrom 
Pierce,  inviting  the  members  of  the  General  Conference  to  i,rar7  iModa^ 
the  privileges  of  the  Reading  Room  of  the  Mercantile  Li-   uo°- 
braiy  Association. 

J.  P.  Durbin  amiounced  the  decease  of  John  D.  Collins,  ]>m^or  JobuD. 
of  the  China  Mission,  and  submitted  the  following  resolu-     ^  °*' 
tbns,  which  were  adopted  bj  a  rising  vote : — 

**  Whereas  we  have  heard  of  the  decease  of  our  beloved 
brother,  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Collms,  late  Superintendent  of  our 
China  Mission,  and  up  to  his  decease  a  member  of  the  mis- 
sion, therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  we  receive  this  information  with  profound 
regret  and  sorrow,  and  that  we  sincerely  sympathize  with 
his  friends  in  the  loss  they  have  sustained. 

'^Betolved,  Thai  these  resolutions  be  entered  on  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  Journal  as  a  testimony  of  the  profound 
respect  we  entertain  for  the  memory  of  our  brother,  who 
has  fallen  a  martyr  to  the  cause  of  missions  among  the 
heathen. 

"  Beiolved,  That  we  sympathise  with  the  mission  m  China, 
and  with  the  Church  generally,  in  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
death  of  brother  Collms. 

"jResolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  furnished 
to  the  friends  of  the  deceased,  and  that  they  be  published.'* 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  proposal  offered  mimIoiuut  i 
by  P.  P.  Sandford  and  A.  M.  Gabon,  with  regard  to  the  "^ 
election  of  Missionary  Bishops,  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  as  amended,  from  said  proposal : — 

*'jSe3olved,  That  the  third  restrictive  rule  (Discipline,  Part 
I,  Chap,  iii,  Sec.  2,  p.  27)  be  so  changed  as  to  read  as  fol- 
lows : — 

''  8d.  They  shall  not  change  or  alter  any  part,  or  rule,  of 
our  government  so  as  to  do  away  Episcopacy,  or  destroy 
the  plan  of  our  Itinerant  General  Superintendency :  provi- 
ded, nevertheless,  that  they  shall  have  power  to  elect  Mis- 
sbnary  Bishops  for  the  superintendence  of  our  missions  in 
foreign  countries,  but  who  shall  not  be  members  of  the 
General  Episcopal  Board. 

**Buolved,  That  the  Bishops  be  directed  to  lay  the  above 
resolution  before  the  Annual  Conferences  for  their  ccmcur- 
rence,  beginnmg  with  the  first  that  shall  hold  its  session  af- 
ter this  General  Conference;  to  see  that  the  votes  of  the  said 
Annual  Conferences  be  reported  promptly  to  the  Missionary 
Seeretary  at  New- York,  who,  with  fiie  Editors  at  New- 
York,  slmll  constitute  a  conmiittee  to  audit  the  vote,  and 
report  the  result  to  the  next  General  Conference." 

Oonference  adjourned.    Prayer  by  brother  Brooks. 


§0  Jawrwd  qf  Gmend  (hnftrmef,  1852. 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAT  26. 

Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  servioes,  led  by  R.  Haney,  the 
journal  was  read  and  approved. 

The  rules  were  suspended  to  reome  resolutioiiB. 
N.  Bangs  presented  the  following : — 
Bditons  Ac,  to     Resolved,  That  all  the  Editors  and  Correspondents  of 
autiM.  ^^^'  periodicals,  under  the  patronage  of  this  General  Conference, 
be  instructed  to  aroid,  as  far  as  practicable,  all  personalities 
in  the  controversies  which  may  arise,  and  in  no  case  to  ad- 
mit an  anonymous  writer  to  assail  any  man's  character, 
either  in  or  out  of  the  Church. 

On  motion  of  J.  Porter,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Report  of  Com-     ^^  Committee  on  Expenses  of  Delegates  reported, 
mittee  on  Ex-     P.  P.  Sandford  moved  to  strike  out  **  be  disohamd,**  Ac. 
'^^°*^'  G.  Moody  moved,  as  a  substitute,  to  recommit  uke  report 

to  be  amended,  Ac. 

On  motion,  all  amendments  and  substitutes  were  laid  on 
the  table. 
Tobepabiidied.     ^^  report  was  adopted,  and  ordered.  That  the  Book 
Agents  publish,  after  receiving  and  applying  the  collections 
made  for  this  purpose.    (See  App,  i .  p.  196) 
meotionofBiBh-     Ordered,  That  the  Conference  proKseed  to  the  special 
**>*•  order  of  the  day. 

Conference  ordered  the  appointment  of  three  teUers,  to 
receive  and  coimt  the  ballots. 

S.  T.  Gillett  moved.  That  the  Secretary  call  thelist»  and 
each  delegate  answer  the  call  by  depositing  his  vote.    Loet 
J.  Havens  moved,  That  we  spend  a  few  moments  in  silent 
prayer.     Carried. 

It  was  moved  to  request  all  not  members  of  the  Confer- 
ence, to  retire  beyond  the  bar  dnringthe  canvass.    Carried. 
H.  Slicer,  G.  W.  Walker  and  C.  K.  True  were  appomted 
tellers. 

After  counting  the  ballots  for  Bishops,  Levi  Scott» 
Matthew  Simpson,  Osmon  C.  Baker,  and  Edward  R.  Ames, 
having  received  a  majority  of  all  tiie  votes,  were  declared 
duly  elected  Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved,  That  we  now  proceed  to  vote  for 
the  principal  Book  Agent  at  New- York. 
™JJ'^  joS?:     ^-  Creagh  offered  as  a  substitute,  That  we  ballot  for  Ed- 
nai.  '  iter  for  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal.     Carried. 

T.  E.  Bond.  Upon  the  first  ballot  there  was  no  choice.    Upon  the 

second.  Dr.  T.  E.  Bond,  sen.,  having  a  majority,  was  de- 
clared duly  elected. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved.  That  we  now  proceed  to  ballot  for 
the  principal  Book  Agent  at  New-Yoiic 
MindonvT  Sec.       H.  Sliccr  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  we  proceed  to  ballot 


forlfiaiioiiarfSeereiaiy.  GanM;  and  same  teUere  request-      m^is, 
ed  to  act. 

A  motion  iras  made  that  when  we  adjourn  it  shall  be  to 
meet  at  8  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  taUe  failed. 

The  motion  for  an  afternoon  session  was  carried. 

J.  P.  DurUn,  having  received  a  maioii^  of  all  the  votes  J-  f-  Darun. 
for  Missionary  Secretary,  was  declared  duly  elected. 

On  motion  of  J.  8.  Porter,  the  Conference  proceeded  to  Editor  of  qom-- 
elect,  by  count  vote,  the  Editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review  ^''^' 
and  of  the  books  of  the  General  Catalogue. 

J.  S.  Porter  nominated  John  M'Clintock,  and,  on  count,  J.  M^ountook. 
he  was  declared  elected. 

On  motion  of  W.  Beddy,  the  Conference  proceeded  to  B<"*tor  jj"  Njjti*- 
elect  the  Editor  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate.  l?Tocaie!^ 

W.  Reddy  nominated  W.  Hosmer,  and,  on  count,  he  was  V-  hohmt. 
declared  elected  said  editor. 

On  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  Conference  proceeded  to  elect  Editor  of  Sunday 
the  Editor  of  the  Sunday  School  Advocate  and  of  the  Sun-  ^\^  ^^^"^ 
day-school  Books. 

J.  S.  Porter  nominated  D.  P.  Kidder,  and,  on  count,  he  n.  p.  Kidder, 
was  declared  elected. 

On  moUon  of  J.  C.  Lyon,  Conference  proceeded  to  elect 
the  Editor  of  the  Christian  Apologist  and  of  the  German 
Books. 

J.  C.  Lyon  nominated  W.  Nast,  and,  on  coimt,  he  was  de-  w.  km*. 
clared  elected. 

By  vote,  ordered  to  postpone  the  further  election  of  offi- 
cers till  the  afternoon  session. 

J.  A.  Collins  read  the  answer  to  M.  Grant's  invitation  to  New  Jan. 
visit  the  new  jsul  of  this  city.    Accepted  by  the  Confer- 
euce. 

J.  M'Clintock  moved.  That  the  Conference  order  the  Foimer  ifiButaa 
Book  Agents  to  prefix  to  the  volume  of  Minutes  of  the  *o^p"^™*>«*' 
General  Conference,  ordered  to  be  printed,  all  the  extant 
minutes  from  the  organization  of  the  Church  up  to  the 
year  1800. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Conference  took  up  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  reported  further,  (No.  8.)  '^^'^^  ^  ^- 
Report  adopted,  as  follows :—  erwl^.  **° 

"  Report,  in  part,  of  Conmuttee  on  Itinerancy : — 

*'  A  memornu  was  referred  to  us  from  a Qoarterly  Meet-  *fil^JJlw*J? 
ing  Conference  in  Williamsburgh,  New-York,  asking  for  the  ^™*»™"*^  • 
aooption  of  some  system,  by  which  regular  pulpit  exchanges 
among  our  preachers  in  cities  and  villages  may  be  secured  ; 
and  we  offer  for  your  adoption  the  following : — 

**Be$olvedf  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of 
the  memorialists. 

"  HcMAR  Bangs,  Ckaimuuk,** 
6 
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fMsKs  ML  Report  No.  9  of  tbe  Oommittee  on  Itiaoraney  presented, 

K.  H.  Thomas,    and  adopted,  as  follows : — 

"  The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  ropKnt : — ^We  have  consid- 
ered the  memorial  of  Elizabeth  H.  Thomas,  who  represents. 
That  she  is  the  wife  of  Bey.  Eichard  W.  Thomas,  late  a 
member  of  the  Philadelphia  Annual  Conference ;  that  he 
was  suffered  to  withdraw  from  connexion  with  that  body 
at  its  late  session ;  that  he  was  at  the  time  labouring  under 
mental  derangement,  and  his  withdrawal  has  deprived  her- 
self and  six  children  of  their  claims  on  ihe  funds  of  the  Con- 
ference, and  reduced  them  to  a  state  of  want  and  distress. 

''  The  memorialist  therefore  asks  this  General  Conference 
to  reverse  the  action  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference,  or  re- 
quire said  Conference  to  reconsider  its  action  in  the  premises. 

"  Your  Committee  submit  the  following  for  adoption : — 

"  Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  has  no  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  above  case,  and  therefore  the  prayer  of  the  me- 
morialist ought  not  to  be  granted. 

"H.  Bangs,  Chairman." 

Onto  Her.  The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  farther  report,  "  That  they 

have  considered  the  memorial  of  Orrin  Pier,  who  was  left 
without  an  appointment  in  order  to  a  trial  before  his  Pre- 
siding Elder ;  he  complains  of  this  action  of  the  Troy  Con- 
ference, of  which  he  is  a  member,  and  prays  this  General 
Conference  to  decide  the  following  questions : — 

"  let.  Is  such  action  on  the  part  of  an  Annual  Confer- 
ence toward  one  of  its  members,  the  beginning  of  punish- 
ment in  anticipation  of  crime  ? 

'*  2d.  Is  such  action  in  accordance  with  the  Discipline  and 
with  right  ? 

"  We  offer  the  following  for  your  adoption : — 

"  Resolved,  That  when  an  accused  member  of  an  Annual 
Conference  cannot  be  tried  during  the  session,  he  may  be 
left  without  an  appointment,  in  order  to  be  tried  before  his 
presiding  elder  as  the  Discipline  directs. 

"  Resolved,  That  such  action  is  not  punishment  before  con- 
viction, in  anticipation  of  guilt. 

"H.  Bangs,  Chairman," 

H.  M.  Shaffer  moved  to  amend  the  report,  as  follows : — 

Resolved,  That  m  the  case  of  Orrin  Pier,  his  being  left 
without  an  appointment  by  the  Troy  Annual  Conference, 
in  view  of  havmg  been  tried  on  charges,  was  unauthorised 
by  the  Discipline. 

J.  M.  Snyder  proposed  as  a  substitute  for  the  whole,  the 
following,  viz. : — 

Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  Troy  Annual  Confer- 
exkce,  by  which  Orrin  Pier  was  left  without  an  appointment, 
was  unauthorized  by  the  Discipline. 

The  whole  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 
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The  comnuttee  further  report,  No.  11,  which  was  accept-      May  w. 
ed,  and  the  resolution  adopted  as  follows : — 

" The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  report  as  follows,  on  the  vote onArbitn- 
state  of  the  vote  in  the  several  Annnal  Conferences  on  m^'^b.  cirareh! 
the  recommendation  of  the  General  Conference  to  author-  ^^^^* 
ize  the  Book  Agents  to  propose  an  arbitration  with  the  M. 
E.  Church,  South. 

"Previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  Church  suit  the 
following  named  Conferences  had  voted  in  the  premises, 
with  the  following  results : — 

Against  ConeniTsnoe. 


6 
9 

79 
48 
68 
56 
45 
67 
83 
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**  We  submit  the  following  for  your  adoption : — 
**  Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

"  H.  Bakos,  Chairman^ 

The  Committee  further  report,  No.  12. 
Report  read,  and,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table  for  the 
present.     Session  extended. 
The  Committee  further  report,  No.  13. 
Report  read,  and,  on  motion,  liud  on  the  table. 
The  Committee  further  report.  No.  14. 
Report  read,  and,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 
Afiyoumed.    Prayer  by  J.  Young. 

TUBSDAT  ArrXRNOON. 

Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  services,  led  by  W.  Hosmer,  the 
journal  was  read,  and  approved. 

The  Book  Committee  report  further,  in  part : — 

*'  Beeolved,  That  a  monthly  periodical,  in  which  the  Ladies  Book    oommt t- 
Repoaitory  shall  be  merged,  be  established  as  a  family  ySS^y^^M" 
magazine,  to  be  denominated  "The  Monthly  Repository  of   odiosL 
literature  and  Religion,"  to  be  edited  at  Cincinnati,  and 


84  Journal  of  Otneral  Cot^hrmee,  1869. 

ifoyss.  published  sunultaneously  in  that  city  and  New-Yoifc,  the 
publication  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  Jann- 
aiy,  1863." 

J.  M'CImtock  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  the 
report. 
Amate  to  pab-  Bewlved,  That  the  General  Conference  highly  approves 
fflh^^Monuuj  ^£  ^j^g  proposition  of  the  Book  Agjents  at  IJew-York  to 
publish  a  Monthly  Journal  or  Magazme  of  current  and  re- 
u^ous  literature ;  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  commence 
such  a  publication  as  soon  as  &ey  deem  it  practicable  and 
safe  to  the  Concern. 

A  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  failed. 
A  motion  was  made  and  sustamedi  That  we  now  take  the 
vote. 

The  motion  prevuled,  and  J.  M'Clintock's  motion 
adopted. 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day  failed. 
BeMiri  of  Own-  The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  reported  further. 
SpSJy.^"  J«  M'Clintock  moved  to  amend  the  report  by  in 

**  that  we  send  to  England  a  fraternal  letter." 
This  was  laid  on  the  table. 
A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table. 
Ordered  to  consider  the  report^  item  by  item. 
KpiMopai  DeebH     The  first  item,  relating  to  collecting  Episcopal  dednons, 
^"^  was  read  and  adopted,  viz. : — "That  it  is  mezpedient  to  take 

any  measures  for  that  purpose,  and  ask  to  be  released  from 
any  further  consideration  of  this  subject." 
Propowd  chaage  The  second  item  was  read,  viz. : — "  They  have  also  con- 
of  DifloipUne.  gj^je^ed  the  resolution  submitted  to  them  asking  an  altera- 
tion in  the  Discipline,  viz.,  the  substitution  of  the  word '  con- 
secrate' for  'ordain,'  &c.,  in  several  places  named,  and  they 
are  of  opmion  that  no  change  should  be  made." 

S.  Comfort  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word 
''  no"  and  insertinsr  « this."    Laid  on  the  table. 
The  item  was  adopted. 
i>«i^tMtoEng.     The  third  item,  relating  to  delegates  to  England  and 
d?  Canada,  was  read. 

"  The  committee  report  it  inexpedient  to  send  a  delegate 
to  England,  but  recommend  the  appointment  of  Gecwge 
Gary  as  a  representative  to  visit  the  Canada  Conference 
sometime  during  the  next  four  years."    Adopted. 
The  whole  report  was  then  adopted. 
The  rules  suspended  for  the  following : — 
On  motion  of  J.  M'Clintock, 
rratemai  ieua>     Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  pre- 
*"  ■— '—^       paj^  a  fraternal  letter  to  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Comer- 
ence  in  England.    The  chair  appomted  J.  M'Clintoek,  G. 
Peck,  A.  Griffith,  G.  Webber,  and  L.  W.  Berry. 

The  Book  Agents  were  ordered  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  delegate  to  Canada. 
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On  motion,  the  Conference  agreed  to  proceed  to  the  elec-  -j, J?^  *^-- 
tion  of  the  Editor  of  the  Western  Christian  Advocate,  by  torn'  om^ 

a  count  vote.  Advocate. 

J.  Havens  nominated  Charles  Elliott,  and,  on  comit,  he  a  BMoti. 
was  declared  elected  Editor  of  said  paper. 

It  was  moved  that  we  now  elect  tiie  Editor  of  the  Ladies' 
Repository. 

A  substitute  was  offered  that  we  go  into  the  election  of 
Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati.  Substitute  accepted  and  adopted. 

An  invitation  from  the  Toung  Men's  Christian  Associa-  itk?itatt<m. 
ticMi  was  read. 

Conference  adjourned.    Prayer  by  J.  A.  Collins. 

WEDNESDAY,  MAT  26. 

Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chmr.  ii»7  m. 

After  the  usual  religious  exercises,  led  by  W.  Reddy,  the 
journal  of  the  preoedbig  session  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Bishops  elect  were  invited  forward,  and  received  the  ndiops  etooi. 
salutations  and  congratulations  of  their  senior  colleagues; 
after  which  H.  Bangs  submitted  the  following : — 

Beeolved,  That  the  ordination  of  our  beloved  brethren,  onUnatioii     of 
the  Bishops  elect,  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-mor-  ^*"^'*-    ^ 
row  mommg,  at  11  o'clock.    Carried. 

It  was  then  moved,  That  we  proceed  to  the  election  of  the  kfoA  at  New- 
principal  Book  Agent  at  New- York.  *"** 

A  substitute  was  moved,  namely,  That  the  Conference  A^mtatoiiioiA- 
proceed  to  elect  the  principal  Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati.       ^^*^ 

A  motion  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table  was  lost. 

The  resolution  to  elect  the  principal  Book  Agent  at  Cin- 
cinnati was  then  put,  and  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  F.  Cartwright,  the  chair  appointed  three  T«i]«rs 
telleiB,  viz.,  C.  B.  Tippett,  B.  Creagh,  and  S.  T.  Gillett, 
and  the  Conference  proceeded  to  baUot,  when  the  tellers, 
together  with  the  two  Assistant  Secretaries,  had  leave  to 
retire  and  count  the  votes,  and  report. 

The  CoDtunittee  on  the  Bible  Cause  reported.  The  r€' 
port»  together  with  the  resolution,  was  adopted.  (See  Ap^ 
pendix,  G,  page  141.) 
ppeared 


The  teUers  appeared  and  reported,  that  Leroy  Swormstedt  t,  swormsiedt. 
had  recmecl  150  out  of  161  votes  for  the  office  of  princi- 
pal Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati ;  whereupon  he  was  declared 
duly  elected. 

J.  A.  Collins  submitted  the  foDowii^  resolution,  which 
was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York,  be,  and  ^S^J^J^ 
they  are,  hereby  dh*ected  to  pay  the  expenses  of  N.  Bangs  bui«i  to  < 
as  our  late  delegate  of  the  General  C<»ference  of  the  M.  ^^ 
B.  Church  to  the  Canada  Conference. 

J.  A.  Gdlins  submitted  thefolbwii^,  which  was  adopted: — 
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^r  ».  Mesolved,  That  there  shall  be  an  Editor  of  the  North- 

x«tor»t  Ohtoa-^gg^y^  Christian  Advocate  at  Chicago,  Dlinois;  who,  if 
chosen  from  among  the  travelling  preachers,  shall  be  a  mem- 
ber of  such  Annual  Conference  as  he  may,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Bishop,  select. 
A^i  »t  New-  j^  Clark  moved,  fiiat  the  Conference  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  the  principal  Book  Agent  at  New- York. 

It  was  moved,  as  a  substitute.  That  the  Conference  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  the  Editor  of  the  North-Western 
Christian  Advocate.    Not  admitted. 
'iork^'Book  *^      A  motion  to  lay  J.  Clark's  motion  on  the  table  was  lost, 
Agent.  and  the  motion  of  J.  Clark  prevailed. 

The  Conference  balloted  accordingly,  and  the  same  tel- 
lers were  requested  to  act;  and  the  tellers,  with  the  two 
Assistant  Secretaries,  were  permitted  to  retire  to  count  the 
votes,  and  report. 
Court  of  Appeftta.  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  communicataon 
of  the  Episcopacy  to  the  General  Conference  at  Pittsburgh, 
in  1848,  on  the  subject  of  providing  for  a  constitutional 
test  and  conference  of  appeals,  reported  in  part. 
first  bftUot,  no  The  second  part  of  same  report  pending,  the  tellers  ap- 
peared, and  reported,  as  the  result  of  balloting  for  principal 
Book  Agent  at  New-l^ork,  that  there  was  no  election. 

Whereupon  the  Conference  proceeded  to  ballot  agau^ 
and  the  tellers  retired  to  count,  and  report, 
^^uon*"^*^^     The  reading  of  the  second  part  of  the  above-named  re- 
port then  proceeded  and  was  finished,  when  the  tellers  ap- 
peared, and  affain  reported.  No  election. 

A  third  baUoting  was  ordered,  and  the  tellers  retired  to 
ascertun  the  result  and  report. 
^mSSe  w  ReS-     '^^  special  order  of  the  day  was  then  taken  up,  m., 
enii.  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals  on  the  subject  of 

pews,  and  promiscuous  sitting  in  our  Churches,  which  was 
read, 
•mini  bioiot,  no     The  pending  business  was  suspended,  to  hear  the  report 
*^^'  of  the  tellers,  who  once  more  reported  that  there  was  no 

election.  The  Conference  balloted  again,  and  the  tellers  re- 
tired to  count  and  report,  and  the  consideration  of  tbe 
pending  report  was  resumed. 

N.  Bangs  moved  that  the  first  item  of  the  report  be 
adopted. 

W.  H.  Goode  presented  a  minority  report. 
W.  Reddy  presented  a  substitute  for  both  reports. 
Fourth  ballot,  T.     The  business  was  again  suspended,  to  hear  the  report  of 
Gtfitonetoeted.  ^^^  ^^ien,  which  was  :— That  the  whole  number  of  ballots 
was  167,  of  which  T.  Carlton  had  103,  and  Z.  Phillips  64 ; 
whereupon  T.  Carlton  was  declared  duly  elected  principal 
Agent  at  New-York. 
-Aj*«*w*    Book     The  pending  business  was  further  suspended  for  the  pur- 
tSS:  pose  of  electmg  an  Assistant  Book  Agent  at  New- York. 
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The  Conference  proceeded  to  ballot  accordinglj,  and  the      Maj  m. 
teUers  retired  to  count  and  report ;  then  the  order  of  the 
day  was  resumed. 

The  busmess  was  again  suspended,  to  hear  the  report  of  nni  teiioi.  m 
the  tellers,  who  reported.  No  election.  eiectioa. 

The  Conference  balloted  again,  and  the  tellers  retired  to 
count. 

The  business  was  further  suspended,  to  allow  J.  M.  Trim-  Edgar  Oonuing. 
ble  to  present  a  petition  to  the  General  Conference  from 
Edgar  Conkling,  of  Cincinnati,  impeaching  the  Episcopacj 
for  mal-administration.     On  motion,  refened  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  EjHScopacy. 

J.  S.  Porter  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was  sus- 
tamed,  and  the  motion  of  reference  prevailed. 

The  teUers  appeared,  and  reported  no  election ;  where-  ^^J  **•"***»■** 
upon  the  Conference  balloted  again,  and  the  teDers  retired         ^^ 
to  count 

On  motion  of  P.  Cartwright,  J.  Toung  was  added  to  Bishop   itkmi- 
the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  propriety  ^'^- 
of  erecting  a  monument  to  the  late  Bishop  M'Eendree. 

C.  Eingsley  submitted  the  following: — 

*<  Resolved,  That  the  fonnulafor  the  ordination  of  Bishops  change  of  Diwsi- 
on  page  121  of  the  Diseiplme,  be  so  amended  as  to  read  as  ^^"^^H^ 
follows : —  • 

"  The  Lord  pour  upon  thee  the  Holy  Ghost  for  the  ofilce 
and  work  of  a  Bishop  in  the  Church  of  God,  now  commit- 
ted unto  thee  by  the  imposition  of  our  hands  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Amen.  And  remember  that  thou  stir  up  the  grace  of 
God  in  thee ;  for  God  hath  not  given  us  the  spirit  of  fear,  > 
but  c^  power,  and  love,  and  soberness. 

*'  C.  KlVGSIJIT, 
*'  J.  POBTBR." 

The  resolution  lies  over,  under  the  rule. 

H.  Bangs  moved.  That  when  we  adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  at 
8  o'clock. 

P.  Bice  moved  to  amend,  by  adding.  With  the  under- 
standing that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries 
be  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  afternoon  session.  Amend- 
ment accepted  by  the  mover.  A  motion  that  the  resolu* 
tioD  be  divided,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

N.  Banes  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was  sns- 
tamed,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

The  tellers  appeared  and  reported,  that  of  167  votes,  Z.  ^'S£^^'*S^3 
Phillips  had  108,  which,  being  a  majority,  he  was  dedored         ^ 
dulv  elected  As^tant  Book  Agent  at  New- York. 

Conference  adjourned.    Prayer  by  J.  Co9. 


ibrM. 
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Wednxbdat  Aftbbnoon^ 


Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  exercises,  eondueted  by  S.  Allen, 
thejoumal  was  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 

The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  reported  further,  vie. : — 
Report  of  Com-     **  ^e  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy  have  considered  the 
SmS.^"  *p**"  chaige  of  mal-administration  preferred  against  the  Bishops 
by  Edffar  Conkling,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  which  has  been 
ref eiTcd  to  them,  and  unanimously  report  the  following  res- 
olution for  adoption  by  this  General  Conference  : — 

''Resolved,  That  we  reaffirm  our  former  position — ap- 
proving the  administration  of  our  Bishops  in  the  matters 
eomplamed  of  by  E.  Conkling. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

"  P.  P.  SAin>70RD,  Chairman, 

Report  of  Com-     The  Committee  on  Boundaries  reported.     Ordered  to 
^t^onBoim-  eoosider  and  act  upon  the  report,  item  by  item.    <P.  148.) 
The  boundaries  of  New- York  Conference  adopted.    Also, 
the  boundaries  of  New- York  East,  Providence,  New-Eng- 
land, Maine,  East  Maine,  and  New-Hampshire. 
Vermont  Confer-     The  boundaries  of  Vermont  Conference  being  read,  D. 
^^  Starks  sulnnitted  the  f oUo winj?  substitute  for  those  reported : 

'*  Vermont  Conference  shafl  include  the  State  of  Tennont^ 
except  tbat  part  lying  west  of  the  Gh'een  Mountains  em- 
braced in  the  Troy  Conference." 

After  some  discussion,  on  motion  of  J.  Cunitingham>  the 
previous  question  was  ordered. 

The  question  being  on  the  acceptance  of  the  substitute, 
it  was  accepted. 

On  motion,  the  substitute  was  adopted. ' 
The  report  of  the  boundaries  of  Vermont  Conference^  as 
amended,  was  then  adopted. 

The  boundaries  of  Troy  Conference  being  read,  D.  Starks 
presented  the  following  substitute : — 
TroyOoofenaee.  ''The  Trov  Conference  shall  include  the  Tnw,  Albany, 
embracing  Richnx>ndv3]le  Station,  from  Oneida  Conferenee, 
Saratoga,  Poultney,  Buriii^ton,  Plattsbui^and  St.  Albiii*s 
Districts." 
The  substitute  was  accepted. 

J.  C.  Aspinwall  movea  to  amend  the  subMitote  by 
strildng  out  the  St.  Alban's  District 
The  amendment  was  laid  on  thei  table. 
BiAck    River,        ^he  substittte  was  then  adopted, 
oneiam  w/£        The  reports  of  the  boundaries  of  Black  River,  Oneida, 
B^^ng^CoBfer-    j^^  Wyoming  Conferences,  were  adopted. 


Pendidg  the  report  of  the  bouAdaries  of  Bast  Genesee      jb^Hw 
Conference*  I.  Chamberlajne  moved  to  amend  the  report  iMt  CtaneMe 
by  striking  out  the  woids  ''whole  of  the  city  of  Roches-  ^**«**'^«»^ 
ter/'  and  mserting  ''  that  part  of  the  city  of  Kochester  on 
the  east  side  of  Genesee  Kiyer." 

The  amendment  was  laid  <hi  the  tabki. 

The  report  concemmg  East  Genesee  Conference  bound- 
aries was  then  adopted. 

£.  Thomas  moved  to  amend  the  report  on  the  bottnda-  g«dmm  oonte- 
ries  of  the  Genesee  Conference,  so  as  to  include  Bradford  ^^ 
Circuit  and  Avon  Circuit.    Laid  on  the  table. 

K  Thomas  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  mclude  Bradford 
Circuit,  Pennsylvania. 

This  amendment  prevailed,  and  the  report,  as  amended, 
was  then  adopted. 

The  report  on  the  boundaries  of  Erie  and  Pittsbuzgh  Kri«  ud  Pitt*- 
Conferences  was  adopted.  22£   ^^""^ 

C.  Brooks  proposed  to  amend  the  report  of  the  Ohio  ohioOonfereBos. 
Conference  by  adding,   ''  and  Bethesda  and  Bapid  Forge 
Societies  m  Highland  Circuit." 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Thereport  of  the  Ohio  Conference  boundaries,  as  amended, 
was  adopted. 

Cincinnati  Conference.  candimiitt  oon- 

The  consideration  of  the  report  on  the  boundaries  of  this  ^^'^^ 
Conference  pending,  it  was  moved  to  adjourn  to  meet  at  a 
quarter  before  8  o'clock  this  evening.    A  division  was  called 
for  and  ordered,  and  the  latter  part  of  the  motion  was  laid  « 

CD  the  table  to  hear  the  report. 

The  motion  to  adjourn,  was  lost 

The  pending  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  to  hear  the  re- 
port of  tiie  boundaries  of  Kentucky  Conference,  which  was 
.read. 

The  consideration  of  the  boundaries  of  Kentucky  Con- 
ference pending.  Conference  adjourned. 

Benemcti^by  J.  Spaulding. 

THUBSDAY,  MAY  27, 

Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair.  Hiy  ST. 

After  the  usual  religious  services,  led  by  G*  Gary,  the 
journal  was  read^  corrected  and  approved. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  German  Work 
asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  from  the  Conference 
for  a  short  time  during  the  morning  session. 

The  Committee  appointed  on  the  Address  of  the  Amen-  Amtrioui    and 
can  and  Foreij^  Christian  Union  re]x>rted.  S2?TBto2?^^^ 

P.  P.  Sandtord  moved  to  recommit  the  report 

H.  Bangs  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  tabla 
Carried. 
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Miifsr.  The  Committee  on  Revisals  report  further : — 

Bmort  of  Com-     ^'  Retolved,  That  the  verbal  revision  and  arrangement  of 

naMMon  Eevi-  ^^  Discipline  on  the  points  passed  by  the  Committee  on 
Sditon  to  reTiMBerisals,  be  referred  to  the  editors  at  New-Tork,  tobecar- 

iheDtodpUne.  ri^^,^|.»    Adopted. 

Previous  question  called  for  and  ordered. 

saperintendent       C.  B.  Tippett  moved.  That  one  or  more  of  our  Snperin- 

tSISS^  ^^  tendentsbeconneotedwithihe  editors  in  making  the  changes 

ocxitemplated  by  the  above  resolution.    Adopted. 
Uy  DdegftUon.     The  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation  reported.  (See  Ap- 
pendix, J,  p.  147.)    A  motion  for  a  rising  vote  faued. 
The  Teas  and  Nays  were  called  for  and  ordered. 
Tea8,—G.  Peck,  J.  Holdich,  P.  P.  Sandford,  P.  Rice, 

A.  M.  Osbon,  J.  Z.  Nichols,  N.  Bangs,  H.  Bangs,  B. 
Creagh,  J.  H.  Perry,  E.  £.  Griswold,  S.  Landon,  L.  Clark, 

0.  C.  Baker,  E.  Adams,  J.  Spaulding,  R  Scott,  E.  Mason, 
S.  D.  Brown,  B.  M.  Hall,  A.  Witherspoon,  J.  Clark,  Z. 
Phillips,  T.  Benedict,  D.  Staiks,  J.  Frazer,  R.  Westcott,  8. 
G.  J.  Worthington,  M.  'fichnell,  N.  D.  George,  W.  H. 
Pillsbury,  A.  Church,  J^.  Moore,  t  M.  Hudson,  H.  J.  Clarke, 
W.  Hunter,  S.  Wakefield,  J.  Coil,  J.  C.  Aspinwall,  A.  T. 
Bullard,  E.  Copeland,  C.  Hobart,  W.  H.  Sampson,  H.  Sum- 
mers, G.  Gary,  I.  L.  Hunt,  H.  Mattison,  A.  J.  Phelps,  G. 
Baker,  B.  Holmes,  G.  Webber,  C.  C.  Cone,  A.  Sanderson, 
J.  H.  Jenne,  C.  iKingsley,  B.  S.  Hill,  W.  H.  Hunter,  E.  J. 
L.  Baker,  W.  Patterson,  H.  Kinsley,  J.  H.  Whallen,  A.  J. 
Phelps,  L.  Hitchcock,  R.  Haney,  S.  P.  Keyes,  J.  Chandler, 
D.  Holmes,  E.  Bowen,  D.  W.  Bristol,  W.  Reddy,  L.  Sperry, 
J.  Parks,  E.  B.  Tenney,  J.  M.  Snyder,  S.  Comfort,  K 
Thomson,  J.  H.  Power,  H.  Whiteman,  T.  BarkduU,  J. 
Quigley,  A.  Poe,  H.  M.  Shaffer,  H.  W.  Reed,  J.  Brooks, 
J.  &.  Dhnmitt,  W.  Hosmer,  M.  Crow,  J.  Dennis,  J.  G. 
Gulick,  B.  F.  Tefft,  M.  Fellows,  G.  M.  Beswick,  W.  H.' 
Goode,  J.  L.  Smith,  S.  T.  Gillett,  J.  Mareee,  J.  Daniel,  J. 
Hopkins,  C.  Houts,  W.  H.  Collins,  E.  H.  Pilcher,  K  M^anre, 
F.  B.  Bangs,  R.  Sapp,  T.  Carlton,  E.  Thomas,  P.  E.  Brown, 

1.  Chamberiayne,  W.  Nast,  J.  M.  Trimble,  J.  Younff,  C. 
Elliott,  G.  W.  Walker,  G.  Moodv,  J.  F.  Wrieht,  U.  Bteath, 
Z.  Connell,  C.  Brooks,  R.  O.  Spencer,  M.  Marley,  A.  M. 
Lorraine,  P.  Akers,  P.  Cartwridbt,  J.  B.  Corrington,  G.  Rut- 
ledge,  P.  Euhl,  M.  Simpson,  W.  M.  Dailey,  E.  R.  Ames, 
J.  Havens,  E.  Whitten,  L.  W.  Berry,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  A. 
Griffith,  J.  Davis,  H.  Sheer,  N.  Wilson,  J.  Bear,  J.  A.  Col- 
lins, J.  A.  Gere,  S.  S.  Roszell,  A.  A.  Reese,  C.  B.  Tippett, 

B.  N.  Brown,  F.  Hodgson,  L.  Scott,  D.  Dailey,  J.  P.  Dur- 
bin,  W.  Barnes,  T.  J.  Thompson,  E.  Mfller,  J.  Cunningham, 
J.  M'Clintock,  G.  F.  Brown,  D.  P.  Kidder,  J.  S.  Porter,  J. 
Lewis,  J.  Ayers,  D.  Patten,  A.  Stevens,  E.  Benton,  W.  F. 
Harlow,  D.  Webb,  D.  Wise,  M.  Raymond,  C.  K.  True,  J. 
Hascall,  C.  Adams,  J.  Porter,  A.  Binney,  S.  Allen— 171. 
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Nuya. — J.  G.  Lyon,  G,  M.  Becrwick^  A.  Magee— 8.  Mtef  fr. 

The  printing  of  the  report,  and  the  vote  on  it,  were 
ordered. 

On  motion,  ordered,  That  any  brother,  abeent  when  the 
vote  was  taken,  shall  have  the  hberty  of  recording  his  vote 
in  open  Conference. 

P.  E.  Brown  moved  to  amend,  by  requiring  the  absent 
brethren  to  vote  on  the  question.  Laid  on  the  table,  and 
the  resolution  was  adopt^. 

A.  J.  Phelps  presented  the  appeal  of  N.  R.  Peck,  of  the  Anmi  of  n.  B. 
Black  River  Confer^ce,  and,  on  motion,  it  was  made  the  ^^^ 
order  of   the  day  for  the  following  morning,  after  the 
reading  of  the  journal.  Conference  sitting  with  closed 
doors. 

J.  Holdich  obtamed  leave  of  absence  after  this  moraing's 


On  motion  of  P.  P.  Sandford,  B.  Gri£fen,  a  reserve  dele-  B.  orifha. 
gate  from  New- York  Conference,  was  chosen  to  fill  the 
place  of  J.  Holdich. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  was  then  Boundai i^h. 
taken  up. 

Resolv$dt  That  we  now  proceed  to  the  election  of  the  Mitor  of  Noiiai- 
Editor  of  the  North- Western  Christian  Advocate.  HS^^^It 

Besolved,  That  we  elect  by  a  count  vote. 

S.  P.  Eeyes  nominated  James  Y.  Watson,  and,  on  count,  j.  y.  waimd. 
he  was  declared  elected. 

A.J.  Phelps  presented  a  resolution  with  regard  to  the  PabUahitig  com- 
section  of  the  Discipline,  (p.  193,)  providing  for  the  elec-  m^^bbri^ui 
tion  of  a  Publishing  Committee  for  the  Northern  Christiaa  Advoo»*e. 
Advocate,  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table,  under  the 
rule. 

The  Committee  on  Revisals  reported  No.  4.    Read,  and  committee    on 
laid  on  the  table,  under  the  rule.  Beyi«to. 

Ordered  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  at 
8  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  order  of  buoness  was  sus- 
pended. 

The  hour  for  ordaining  the  Bishops  elect  having  arrived,  c^^uutm  of 
Bishop  Waugh  stated  that  N.  Banffs  and  D.  Dailey  woukl  "^®p*- 
present  Levi  Scott;  J.  Havens  and  T.  M.  Hudson  would 
present  Matthew  Simpson;  D.  Webb  and  G.  Webber 
would  present  Osmon  Cleander  Baker ;  and  P.  Cartwright 
and  R.  0.  Spencer  would  present  Edward  Raymond  Ames, 
— which  was  accordingly  done. 

Bidiop  Morris  read  the  Collect  and  Epistle,  and  Bishop 
Janes  read  the  Gospel.  The  imposition  of  hands  was  by 
Bishops  Waugh,  Morris,  and  Janes.  Thus  Levi.Scott,  Mat- 
thew Simpson,  Osmon  Cleander  Baker,  Edward  Raymond 
Ames,  were  solemnly  ordained  Superintendents,  or  Bishops, 
of  the  M.  £.  Church.    The  order  of  business  was  resumed. 
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A  motion  to  lay  the  report  of  the  Ck)mimttee  on  Boun- 
daries on  the  table.    Carried. 

J.  H.  Peny  presented  a  paper  proposing  a  plan  for  the 
trial  of  appecds,  which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table,  under 
the  rule. 
oovrtoTAppMOt.  A  motion  iras  made  to  pnnt.  G,  Peck  offered  an  amend- 
menty  together  mih  the  report  of  the  Oonmiittee  on  thai 
subject 

H.  Slicer  offered  the  following : — 

Besolved,  That  all  the  papers  on  this  subject,  and  on  the 
table,  be  refarred  to«  special  Committee  of  five. 

The  previous  question  was  (xrdeted. 

Hie  resolution  ordering  the  special  committee  of  five 
was  adopted. 

The  chair  announced  H.  Slicer,  G.  Webber,  J.  F.  Wright^ 
E.  Bowen  and  B.  Creagh  said  Committee. 
omnm  Work.       The  Committee  on  the  German  Work  report.  No.  1,  read 
and  adopted.     No.  2,  read  and  adopted.     (See  Appendix, 
H,  I,  pages  146,  146.) 

J.  Clark  moved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed 
BcxAOommittee.  to  nominate  a  Book  Committee  for  the  Book  Concern  at 
New-Tork,  and  that  a  like  number  be  appointed  to  nomi- 
nate a  Book  Cominittee  at  Cincmnati.     Carried. 

The  chair  appointed,  for  New- York,  G.  Peck,  J.  A. 
.Gere,  J.  Clark,  C.  K.  True,  G.  Garv. 

For  Cmcinnati,  G.  W.  Walker,  £.  Thomson,  J.  L.  Smith, 
R.  Haney,  J.  Havens. 

H.  Bangs  moved,  That  the  Book  Committee  be  the  Com- 
mittee to  estimate  the  salaries  of  the  Book  Agents,  Edi- 
tors, (kc 

Conference  adjourned.    Benediction  by  Bishop  Ames. 

Thursdat  ArntRNOOir. 

Bishop  Scott  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  services,  led  by  J.  Z.  Nichols, 
the  journal  was  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 

Ordered  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Comipittee  on 
BouBdaiies.       Boundaries. 
Kentaoky  0oii>     The  report  bounding  the  Kentucky  Conference   waa 

NortbOhioOoD-     ^e  report  bounding  the  CHncinnati  Conference 
*^**^         adopted. 

Tjie  report  bounding  the  North  Ohio  Conference 

adopted. 

waMarn  Virgin-     S.  G.  J.  Worthington  moved  to  reconuder  the  vote  fix- 

iftOoDftraioe.  ing  the  boundary  of  the  Pittsbuijrh  Conference.     Carried. 

The  Pittsbui^h  boundary  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  that 

of  the  Western  Virginia  Conference  was  taken  up. 

J.  Clark  moved  that  the  substitute  ofiered  by  S.  G.  J. 
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Worthington  be  accepted.     Agreed  to.     The  sabstitate       Jb^n. 
was  adopted. 

On  motion^  the  Pittsbmgh  boundary  was  taken  up,  and,  Fiuairaxsh  o<m« 
after  amendment,  adopted.  fcrenoe. 

The  report  on  the  boundary  of  Michigai^  Conference 
agreed  to. 

The  report  on  the  boundary  of  Indiana  Conference  agreed 
to. 

The  report  on  the  boundary  of  North-Westem  Indiana 
Conference  agreed  to. 

The  report  on  boundary  c^  North  Indiana  Conference 
adopted.  % 

ThQ  renort  on  boundary  of  South  Eastern  Indiana  Con-  BonndAriM. 
ference  adopted. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  fixing  the  boundaries  of 
the  New-England  Conference  failed. 

The  report  on  the  Rock  Eiver  Conference  read.  ^tStt^"^  ^^^ 

G.  RuUedge  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  so  as  to  exclude         ^' 
the  Enozville  district.    Laid  on  the  table. 

The  Rock  River  Conference  boundaries  adopted  as  re- 
ported. 

The  Wisconsin  Conference  boundaries  adopted  as  re-  ^ 

ported. 

The  Iowa  Conference  boundaries  adopted  as  reported. 

The  Illinois  Conference  boundaries  adopted  as  reported. 

The  Southern  Illinois  Conference  bounoaries  pending, 

J.  B.  Corrington  offered  to  amend  by  adding,  after  Hills- 
boroujgh^  "  thence  to  Anderton,  Cold  Spring,  Casey,  and 
Darwin,  to  the  Indiana  State  line."    Laid  on  the  table. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  D.  Dailey,  of  Phila-  d.  TMOuf, 
delphia. 

The  vote  was  reccxisidered  so  far  as  the  name  of  the 
Southern  Illinois  Conference  was  concerned. 

By  motion,  "Southern  Illinois'*  was  struck  out,  and 
**  Lebanon  "  inserted,  and  then  the  reported  boundary  was 
adopted. 

C<Hiferenoe  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  S.  Landon. 

FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAT  28. 

Bishop  Simpson  in  the  chair.  May  gg. 

After  the  ujsual  religious  exercises,  led  by  H.  Slicer,  the 
journal  was  read  and  approved. 

S.  ComfcNi;  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  purpose  of  introducing  a  resolution.    Lost 

J.  P.  Durlnn,  for  the  MisBiooary  Committee,  presented  a  Beport  or  Mii- 
leport  oi  the  number  and  names  of  missionaries  sent  out  by  SSSS? 
the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
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MayM.  during  the  past  four  years,  together  with  the  misaions  to 
which  they  were  respectively  sent.  Also,  the  deaths  of 
missionaries  for  the  same  penod  of  time. 

After  which  the  same  committee  reported  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  adopted : — 

Resolved,  That  a  special  meeting  of  the  General  Mission- 
ary Committee  may  be  called  at  the  Mission  Rooms  in 
New- York,  by  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary 
Society,  with  the  concurrence  of  at  least  two  of  the  Bish- 
ops, one  of  whom  shall  be  the  Superintendent  of  Foreign 
Missions ;  or  by  the  Bishops  just  mentioned,  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  Board ;  and  that  the  Corrdbponding  Secre- 
tary be  charged  with  calling  the  Committee  when  required 
as  provided  in  this  resolution. 

2d.  The  Committee  having  had  under  conmderation  an 
amendment  to  the  proviso  in  the  Idth  Article  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Missionary  Society,  agreed  to  reconunend 
the  following  alteration,  viz.,  strike  out  the  words  ''a  ma- 
jority of  Bishops  "  in  the  third  line  of  the  proviso,  and  insert 
"  of  the  Bishop  who  has  charge,  or  is  to  have  charge  of 
the  work  proposed." 
ictaionary  Blah-  On  motion,  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee  was 
^  taken  up,  which  relates  to  the  election  of  a  lifissionary 

Bishop. 

By  request  of  H.  Slicer,  the  Committee  on  an  Appeal 
Conference  had  leave  to  sit  during  the  session  of  the  Con- 
ference. 

The  above  report  of  the  Special  Committee  pending,  J. 
M'Clintock  submitted  the  following,  as  a  substitute  for  the 
report. 

Resolved,  That  this  Conference  proceed  this  afternoon  to 
elect  a  Missionary  Bishop  for  the  Liberia  Conference  with 
Episcopal  powers  to  be  exercised  solely  in  Africa. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table. 

N.  Wilson  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table 
for  the  present.    Carried. 
A^jMi  of  N.  B.      The  special  order  of  the  day  was  then  taken  up,  viz.,  the 
"^  appeal  case  of  N.  R.  Peck,  of  the  Black  River  Conference. 

On  motion,  the  travelling  and  local  preachers  present 
were  permitted  to  remain  in  the  Conference  room. 

The  charges,  specifications,  and  findings  of  the  Black 

River  Conference,  in  the  case  of  N.  R.  Peck,  were  read 

from  the  journal  of  said  Conference. 

Committee  ibr       On  motion  of  G.  W.  Walker,  the  nominating  committee 

Bo?k°commit-  for  nommating  the  Book  Committee  at  Cincinnati  had  leave 

tTretire***^*    to  retire  from  the  Conference  room  for  a  few  moments. 

G.  Peck,  for  the  appellant,  stated  the  munds  of  appeal 

A.  J.  Phelps,  in  behalf  of  the  Black  River  Conference, 
presented  the  evidence  on  the  charge  of  "  lasdviousness,'* 
which  was  read  by  the  Secretary. 
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Also,  the  evidence  on  the  charge  of  '*  falsehood,"  which       May  S8. 
was  ^  read.     After  which  A.  J.  Phelps  closed  in  behalf  of 
the  Conference,  and  then  G.  Peck  closed  in  behalf  of  the 
appellant. 

L.  Clark  moved  that  the  action  of  the  Black  Biver  Con- 
ference be  affirmed 

A.  J.  Phelps  and  G.  Peck,  at  theur  request,  were  excused 
from  voting. 

An  amendment  was  offered,  ''not"  excused.  This  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  the  Black  Biver  Conference  delegates  were 
excused  from  voting. 

The  motion  to  affirm  the  action  of  the  Black  River  Con- 
ference was  put,  and  sustained. 

So  the  action  of  the  Black  River  Conference,  whereby  it 
deposed  N.  R  Peck  from  his  ministerial  office,  was  "af- 
firmed." 

M.  Crow  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  B.  F.  Tefft,  and  b.  f.  Tem. 
also  moved  that  H.  N.  Seaver,  a  reserve  delegate  from  East 
Genesee  Conference,  take  the  place  vacated  by  the  absence 
of  B.  F.  Tefft. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  reported.  ^GJw  on  Sok 

The  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  and  7th  resolutions  of  the  report  concern, 
were  accepted,  -which  are  as  follows  — 

**  8d.  Resolved,  That,  on  a  careful  exammation  of  the  affairs  Northern  Ohri*- 
of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate,  we  are  gratified  that  "»'*^*^*>«^- 
its  circulation  has  increased  by  about  one-half  during  the 
last  four  years ;  and  that,  notwithstanding  it  is  publuhed 
at  the  exceedingly  low  price  of  one  dollar  per  annum,  its 
finances  are  in  a  healthful  condition,  affording  a  handsome 
dividend  yearly.  We  are  also  happy  to  beheve  that  this 
paper  is  lending  much  valuable  aid  m  establishing  and  ex- 
tending our  cause  in  the  field  of  its  patronage. 

"  4th.  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  at  New- York  be  instruct-  ^Jg"<*Jj;  .  «* 
ed  to  establish  a  Depository  of  our  books  at  Buffalo  and  bnm.^  ^' 
Auburn,  N.  Y.,  at  their  discretion. 

"  5th.  Resolved,  That  we  deem  it  inconsistent  with  our 
economy  for  bretliren,  indebted  to  our  Book  Concern,  to 
memorialize  the  General  Conference  to  remit  their  debts, 
without  having  first  applied  to  the  Agents  and  failed  of  ob- 
taining from  them  a  satisfact9rY  settlement. 

"  6th.  Resolved,  That  the  petitions  presented  to  this  Gen- 
eral Conference,  for  the  remisaon  of  debts,  be  referred  to 
the  Agents,  they  being  the  proper  representatives  of  the 
General  Conference  in  the  premises,  and  endowed  with  full 
power  to  settle  all  claims  at  their  ^scretion. 

"  7th.  Resolved,  That  the  propriety  df  publishing  a  pro- 
nouncing Bible,  and  also  the  propriety  of  publishing  the 
Discipline  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ui  the  Frmich 
and  Swedish  languages,  be  referred  to  the  Book  Agents 
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MayMw      and  Editors  at  New- York  and  the  Book  Committee,  to  be 
disposed  of  at  their  discretion." 

The  8th  resolution,  offered  by  J.  A.  Collins  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  report,  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present 

C.  J.  Houts  moved,  as  a  substitute,  to  take  up  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

The  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table. 
MiMionary  Com-     The  missionary  report  was  taken  up. 
mittoe  report.      jjr^^  ^j^  decided  that  the  whole  subject  was  before  the 
Conference,  as  it  was  previously  to  its  being  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  that,  of  course,  the  motion  to  lay  the  suostitute 
submitted  by  J.  M'Clintock  on  the  table  was  in  order. 

The  substitute  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

J.  P.  Durbm  proposed  to  add  to  the  3d  resolution  of  the 
report  the  following  words: — *'Jxk  the  United  States  of 
America ;  but  their  jurisdiction  shall  be  limited  to  the  mis- 
sion, or  missions,  for  whose  supervision  they  were  severally 
elected  and  ordamed ;  and  such  Bishop,  or  Bishops,  shall 
be  amenable  to  the  General  Conference  for  their  conduct 
and  administration." 

It  was  ordered  that  when  we  adjourn,  it  be  to  8  o'clock, 
P.M. 

H.  Bangs  moved  the  previous  questbn.    Lost. 

The  discussion  of  the  amendment  pending,  and  J.  A. 
Collins  having  the  floor. 

Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  C.  Elliott. 

Fridat  Aptkhnook, 

Bishop  Baker  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  exercises,  conducted  by  H.  N. 
Seaver,  the  journal  was  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 
Report  of  oom-     The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 

mittee  on  Mis-  •»«•    >  ■ 

iionsresQmed.  Missions  was  resumed. 

J.  A.  Collins  not  having  spoken  out  his  time,  on  motion 
he  had  leave  to  proceed  with  his  speech. 

After  further  discussion,  G.  Peck  moved  the  previooa 
question,  which  was  sustained. 

The  Question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  report*  as 
amended,  the  ayes  and  noes  were  ordered. 

On  voting  the  ayes  w^e  73,  noes  87. 

Yeas.—P,  P.  Sandford,  A.  M.  Osbon,  J.  C.  Lyon,  E. 
Scott,  E.  Mason,  8.  D.  Brown,  A.  Witherspoon,  J.  Claric, 
Z.  Plullips,  T.  Benedict,  D.  Starks,  J.  Fraser,  R.  Wescott, 
N.  Bangs,  S,  Landon,  A.  Church,  T.  M.  Hudson,  H.  J. 
Clarke,  A.  Magee,  W.  Hunter,  E.  J.  L.  Baker,  K  Cope- 
land,  G.  Gary,  H.  Mattison,  J.  Hunt,  G.  Baker,  B.  S.  Hill, 
W.  H.  Hunter,  L.  Hitchcock,  S.  P.  Keyes,  D.  Hohnes,  E. 
Bowen,  K  B.  Tenney,  H.  M.  Shaffer,  H.  W.  Reed,  W.  Hoe- 
mer,  M.  Crow,  J.  Dennis,  J.  G.  Oulick,  H.  N.  Seaver,  W. 
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H.  Goode,  J.  Darnel,  R.  Sapp,  T.  Carlton,  P.  E.  Brown,  MAf  m. 
L  Chainberlayne,  J.  B.  Comngton,  G.  Rutledge,  P.  Kuhl, 
W.  M.  Dailey,  J.  Havens,  H.  Slicer,  J.  A.  Gere,  S.  S. 
Roszel,  F.  Hodgson,  J.  P.  Dnrbin,  T.  J.  Thompson,  J. 
M'Clmtock,  G.  F.  Brown,  J.  S.  Porter,  J.  Ayers,  D.  Patten, 
A.  Stevens,  £.  Benton,  C.  K.  True,  J.  Hascall,  C.  Adams, 
J.  Porter,  A.  Bmney,  B.  Creagh,  C.  C.  Cone,  C.  Eingsley. 
Ifoes.—Qt,  Peck,  P.  Rice,  B.  Griffen,  J.  Z.  Nichols,  E. 
Adams,  J.  Spanlding,  B.  M.  Hall,  H.  Bangs,  J.  H.  Perry, 
L.  aark,  8.  G.  J.  Worthmgton,  M.  Tlchnell,  N.  D.  George,  , 
W.  H.  Pillsbmy,  A.  Moore,  J.  Coil,  J.  C.  Aspinwall.  A.  T. 
Bullard,  C.  Hobart,  H.  Summers,  B.  Holmes,  Geo.  Webber, 
A.  Sanderson,  J.  H.  Jenne,  W.  Patterson,  H.  Kinsley,  J.  W. 
Whallen,  A.  Phelps,  R.  Haney,  J.  Chandler,  D.  W.  Bristol, 
W.  Reddy,  L.  Sperry,  J.  Parks,  J.  M.  Snyder,  S.  Comfort, 
E.  Thomson,  J.  H.  Power,  H.  Whiteman,  T.  Barkdoll,  I. 
Qoigley,  A.  Poe,  J.  Brooks,  G.  M.  Beswick,  J.  L.  Smith, 
J.  Hopkms,  C.  J.  Houts,  W.  H.  Collins,  E.  H.  Pilcher,  E. 
M'Clure,  F.  B.  Bangs,  E.  Thomas,  W.  Nast,  J.  M.  Trimble, 
J.  Young,  C.  Elliott,  G.  W.  Walker,  G.  Moody,  J,  F.  Wi-ight, 
U.  Heath,  Z.  Connell,  C.  Brooks,  R.  O.  Spencer,  M.  Marley, 
A.  M.  Lorraine,  P.  Akers,  P.  Cartwright,  E.  Whitten,  L. 
W.  Berry,  N.  J.  B.  Moi^;an,  A.  Griffith,  J.  Davis,  N.  Wil- 
Bon,  J.  Bear,  J.  A,  Collins,  A.  A.  Reese,  C.  B.  Tippett,  B. 
N.  Brown,  W.  Barnes,  J.  Cunningham,  D.  P.  Kidder,  I. 
Lewis,  D.  Webb,  M.  Raymond,  J.  Marsee,  S.  J.  Gilletts, 
8.  Wakefield. 

So  the  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  proposition  with  regard  to  the  election  of  Missionary 
Bishops  was  not  adopted. 

On  motion  of  J.  r.  Dnrbin,  the  report  was  indefinitely 
postponed. 

The  report  on  boimdaries  was  then  taken  up.  BoaBdHtan 

J.  C.  Aspinwall  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for 
E.  Copeland,  of  Vermont  Conference. 

The  report  of  the  boundaries  of  Missouri  Conference  was  Mteoori  oonfer- 
read.  •"*• 

After  some  discussion,  R.  Haney  called  for  the  previous 
question,  which  was  sustained. 

The  report  on  the  boundaiies  of  the  Missouri  Conference 
was  adopted. 

The  report  on  the  boundaries  of  the  Arkaiisas  Conference  AricuiM  o<m- 
was  adopted.  *^""- 

The  report  on  the  boundaries  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  Baittenw  om- 
was,  on  motion,  amended  and  adopted.  fewnoe. 

llie  report  on  the  boundaries  of  the  Philadelphia  Con-  Pbiiadaiphia 
ference  was  adopted. 

The  reports  on  the  boundaries  of  the  New-Jersey,  Ore-  ^•^'^JfZ.;?;?' 
gon  and  Califomia,  and  Liberia  Missionaty  Conferences  SJ*  ntberia 

were  adopted,  .  Conferenoet, 
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1U7S8.  On  motion,  the  Conference  reconsidered  the  act  hj 

New-England     which  it  fixed  the  honndaries  of  the  New-England  Con- 
^^^^^^      ference. 

M.  Raymond  moved,  as  a  substitute.  That  the  boundaries 
of  the  New-England  Conference  be  as  they  have  been  for 
the  last  four  years. 

The  substitute  pending,  the  previous  question  was  or- 
dered, and  the  substitute  was  accepted. 

Moved,  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table.    Lost. 
N.  Bangs  called  for  the  previous  question,  which  was 
sustained. 
The  substitute  was  adopted. 
BoQtheni  niinoti     Ordered,  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  **  Lebanon  " 
conibronoe.      Conference  was  named,  and  the  name  changed  to  "  Southern 
Illinob." 

Moved,  to  reconsider  so  much  of  the  report  on  bounda^ 
lies  as  relates  to  the  Arkansas  Conference. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries,  as  a  whole,  was  adopted. 

P.  Cartwright  moved.  That  the  Cincinnati  and  Kentucky 
Conferences,  and  also  the  Arkansas  and  Missouri  Confer- 
ences, meet  together  at  their  next  annual  sessions. 
Temporal  Boon-     The  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  reported. 
^^^'  Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule, 

z.  Pbiiups.  J.  Clark  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Z.  Phil- 

lips, after  the  present  session. 

L.  Clark  suomitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
laid  on  the  table,  under  the  rule: — 
^5??«1^®^         i^Moirerf,  That  the  words  "United  States  of  America," 
after  the  words  •*  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,"  be  stricken 
out  of  the  Deed  of  Settlement,  and  a  place  be  left  blank  for 
the  insertion  of  its  location,  as  required  by  law. 
Moniiment  to        The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  expediency 
Bi^opM'Ken-  ^j^^j  propriety  of  erecting  a  monument  to  Bishop  M'Een- 
dree,  reported. 
The  Conference  adjourned. 
Benediction  by  H.  M.  Shaffer. 

SATUEDAT  MOENING,  MAT  29, 1852. 

May  M.  Bishop  Ames  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  services,  led  by.  O.  F.  Brown, 
the  journal  was  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 
▲41oniiiiMii(.        J.  Davis  moved,  That  we  adjourn  finauy  on  Tuesday  next, 
at  12  o'clock,  M. 

A.  Poe  offered,  as  a  substitute,  that  we  stay  here  till  we 
finish  our  business. 
The  previous  question  was  called  for,  and  sustained. 
^k^mrS?     ^  motion,  the  report  of  the  Book  Committee,  in  part 
tee  teken  upi    acted  upon  yesterday,  was  taken  up. 


Ohuroh  Dead. 
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The  first  resolution,  relating  to  the  finances  of  the  Pitts-      May  19. 
burgb  Christian  Advocate,  was  read,  viz. : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pitts-  ^^^^^  ^-  ^ 
burgh  Christian  Advocate  be  authorized  to  draw  upon  the  eSI^  *°* 
Agent  of  the  Depository  in  Pittsburgh,  for  the  amount  of 
the  claims  of  the  Rev.  Z.  H.  Coston  and  of  Rev.  C.  Elliott, 
against  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate,  not  exceeding 
$2,600,  to  be  paid  at  the  earliest  convenience  of  said  De- 
pository, and  entered  to  its  credit  at  the  General  Book  Con- 
cern in  New- York." 

Adopted.  ^ 

'<  2d.  Hesolved,  That  the  amoimt  of  $1,400,  due  from  the 
Rttsbui^h  Christian  Advocate  to  the  Pittsburgh  Book  De- 
pository, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  remitted." 

Adopted. 

The  following  resolution  was  read : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be,  and  ^^g^JJJJJL** 
they  hereby  are,  instructed  to  establish  a  Depository  of  our  city.       * 
books  at  Washington  City,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  im- 
der  such  conditions  and  regulations  as  they  may  judge 
proper  to  adopt." 

Lud  on  the  table. 

N.  Bangs  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  ^ving  Deposi- 
tories to  Auburn  and  Buflhlo,  N.  Y.     Lost. 

A  motion  to  take  up  the  resolution  relating  to  a  Deposi- 
tory at  Washington  City  prevailed,  and  the  followmg  was 
offered  as  a  su^titute : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be  author- 
ized to  establish  a  Depository  of  our  books  at  Washington 
City,  D.  C,  at  their  discretion. 

H.  Sheer  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  "Washington 
Oity,"  and  inserting  "  Baltimore."    Laid  on  the  table. 

The  previous  question  was  ordered. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  further  report : — 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  purchase  of  the  lot  on  Mott-street,  BaUdiiif  on 
New- York,  and  the  erection  of  a  building  thereon,  for  the  ^®"'**'^- 
better  accommodation  of  the  business  of  the  Concern,  are 
hereby  approved  by  the  General  Conference. 

"  2d.  Resolved,  That  permission  is  hereby  granted  to  the  Seiiiiigof  hontefc 
Book  Agents  at  New- York  to  dispose  of  the  four  houses  in 
Crosby-street,  in  that  city,  whenever  an  advantageous  op- 
portunity may  offer,  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Book  Com- 
mittee, erect  other  houses  on  a  part  of  the  lots  belonging  to 
the  Book  Concern  on  Mulberry-strieet. 

*'  9d.  Resolved,  That  the  large  increase  of  sales  and  profits  increMe  of  hOm 
during  the  last  four  years  over  the  four  years  preceding,  is  "**  v^^^ 
highly  gratifying,  and  affords  ample  proof  of  the  ability  with 
which  the  Concern  has  been  conducted,  and  grounds  on 
which  to  rest  the  expectation  tiiat  the  views  expressed  by 
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May  Ml      the  Agents  will  be  realized  at  no  distant  daj,  and  the  adea 
amount  to  1250,000  annually. 
BMiQottaa   of       ^'  4th.  Resolved,  That  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  fur- 
prioM  of  books.  ^^  reducing  the  prices  of  the  books  of  the  General  Cata- 
logue, be  raerred  to  the  judgment  and  discretion  of  the 
Book  Agents,  and  that  they  be,  and  hereby  are,  mstructed 
to  reyiew  the  list  of  prices,  and  to  reduce  the  price  of  such 
book  or  books  as  they  shall  think  may  be  safely  reduced, 
ohrteuaa  Apolo-     "  5tib.  BeecHved,  Tliat,  with  a  yiew  to  extend  the  circulation 
^^-  of  the  Christian  Apologist,  published  at  Cincinnati,  amon^r 

the  Germans,  the  Editors  of  our  periodicals  are  requested 
to  notice  it  fayourably  from  t&ie  to  time,  and  urge  upon 
our  ministiy  and  membership  to  use  such  means  as  may 
tend  to  promote  that  end ;  and  that  our  trayelling  preach- 
ers, also,  are  requested,  wheneyer  they  find  German  people 
m  their  respeciiye  chaiges,  or  fields  of  labour,  to  order,  from 
the  Agents  at  Cmciimati,  specimen  numbers  of  the  paper, 
to  be  shown  to  them — ^wldch  the  Agents  are  hereby  directed 
to  furnish  without  charge. 
Nortik-Woiteni  ''  6th.  Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  a  Publishing  Commit- 
SSJ'^^^^^tee  for  the  North^Westem  Christian  Advocate,  consisting 
of  one  member  from  each  of  the  following  conferences,  to 
be  selected  by  the  conferences  respectively,  to  wit,  Blmois, 
Iowa,  Rock  Kiyer,  Michigan,  North-Westem  Indiana,  and 
Wisconsin,  whose  duty  shall  be  similar  to  that  of  the  Book 
Committee  at  New- York  and  Cincinnati,  so  far  as  it  may 
be  applicable  to  the  establishment. 
8t  Loqii  p»p«r.  ''  7th.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  one  from  the  Illinois, 
one  from  the  Southern  Illinois,  one  from  the  Iowa,  one  from 
the  Arkansas,  and  one  from  the  Missouri  Conferences,  to  be 
selected  by  the  Conferences  respectively,  be  appointed  to 
superintend  the  publication  of  the  paper  authorized  to  be 
published  at  St.  lx>uis.  Mo. ;  and  that  upon  the  nomination 
of  said  committee,  and  recommendation  of  the  Missouri 
Conference,  the  Presiding  Bishop  be  requested  to  appoint 
an  Editor  for  said  paper,  when  the  Book  Agents  at  Cin- 
X  cinnati  shall  have  determined  upon  its  pubucation;  and 
that  the  duties  of  said  committee  shall  be  similar  to  those 
of  the  Publishing  Committee  at  Chicago. 
^Sttf  %  %*  **  ^^  i^«o^e(2.  That  there  shall  be  a  Publishing  Commit- 
ibniA.  '  tee,  consisting  of  five  members^  to  be  selected  by  the  Cali- 

fomia,  and  one  for  the  Oregon  Annual  Conference,  whose 
duties  shall  be  similar  to  those  of  the  Book  Committees  at 
New- York  and  Cbcinnati,  so  far  as  they  may  be  applicable 
to  the  establishment. 
<)wirteiij  Bo-  *'  9th.  Resolved,  by  the  General  Conference,  That  we  are 
^^'  highly  gratified  with  the  laige  circulation  of  the  Christian 

Advocate  and  Journal  during  the  past  four  yean.  And 
also,  that  we  regard  with  pleasure  we  estimatian  in  which 
the  Quarterly  Review  is  hcdd  by  its  patrons,  and  hereby  exr 
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pttm  oat  ^ItODg  hope  fhat  its  fotnre  ^rculation  maj  ))e      icay  so. 

eommensurate  with  its  merits. 

**  lOth.  BesoJved,  That  the  character  and  usefulness  of  the  Bnndnr    fiohooi 
Sunday  School  Adroeate,  and  ^fissionaiy  Advocate,  re-  Mia^aS^  i£ 
spectivelj,  are  such  as  to  entitle  them  to  the  contmued  con-  ▼o***^ 
fidence  and  support  of  the  whole  Church." 

11th  Resolution  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  to  take  up  Report,  No.  1,  on  Sun-  Beport  on  sim- 
day  Schools  and  Tracts.  $25?**^*** 

It  was  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table.    Lost. 

The  report  was  taken  up,  read  item  by  item,  and  adopted. 
(See  Appendix,  M,  pages  156,  157.) 

The  following  motion  was  carried  i 

Se9olved,  That  we  now  proceed  to  elect  the  Editor  of  ^Ig^jji'^*^ 
the  Monthly  Magazine  and  Tracts,  and  Corresponding  Sec-  iSSS^oat- 
ratary  of  the  Tract  Society.  JSI^^SlSS 

M.  Rftjrmond,  A.  M.  Osbon,  and  L.  Hitchcock  were  ap*  sootetf. 
p^ted  tellers.    After  collecting  the  ballots,  they  retired 
with  one  of  the  secretaries  to  count. 

The  tellers  returned,  and  the  chair  declared  Abel  Ste-  am  steTam. 
▼ens  to  be  elected  Editor  of  the  Monthly  Magazine  and 
Editor  of  the  Tracts. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  we  now  proceed  to  the  Bditorof  oaiubr- 
election  of  the  Editor  of  the  California  Christian  Advocate,  JSVoSSJ***" 
by  rising  and  count  vote. 

J.  P.  Durbin  nominated  S.  D.  Simonds,  and,  on  count,  B.  n.  Btanonik. 
he  was  declared  duly  elected  Editor  of  the  Califoiuia  Chris- 
tian Advocate. 

Risolved,  That  we  now  proceed  to  the  election  of  Asdst-  Aarfrtut  Book 
ait  Book  Agent  at  Cincmnati.  dSSSt**  ^* 

Adopted. 

C.  Brooks,  S.  D.  Brown,  W.  H.  Collins,  were  appointed 
teDera. 

After  colleeting  the  ballots,  the  tellers  retired,  with  one 
<^  the  secretaries,  to  count  the  vote. 

On  motion,  the  Conference  proceeded  to  the  election  of  ^SSl*£Jr'**** 
Editor  of  the  Ladies'  Repositoiy.  B«!«»tofy. 

The  obair  apiKxnted  E.  lliomson,  O.  Rutledg^e,  W. 
Reddy,  tellers,  who,  with  one  of  the  secretaries,  retired  to 
ooont  tihe  votes. 

lUaolved,  That  we  now  proceed  to  the  election  of  the  ^'"JSj^?^. 
men  to  be  added  to  the  Book  Agents  at  Cmcinnati  and  ^ 
New- York,  to  act  as  Commissioners  m  attending  to  the 
Ghuvch  Suit 

The  diair  appointed  Jas.  Porter,  S.  T.  Oillett,  and  J.  B. 
Moigan,  tellers. 

Ordered,  to  ballot  for  the  New- York  Commissioners  first. 

The  tellers  reported  no  eleetion  for  Assistant  Agent  of 
the  Book  Concern  at  CindnnatL 

Another  vote  was  taken. 
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Alitor  of  the 
nttolmrgh 
ChrlttiMi  Ad- 
vooate. 

Homer  J.  Ohuke 
eleoted. 


Mftf  M.  The  tellers  reported  qo  dectioii  for  Editor  of  the  Lndfes' 

Repository. 

Balloted  agedn. 

Resolved,  To  proceed  to  elect  an  Editor  for  the  Pittv- 
burgh  Christian  Advocate. 

Resolved,  That  we  elect  said  £dit<H:  by  count  vote. 

T.  M.  Hudson  nSminated  Homer  J.  Clarke>  and,  on  count» 
he  was  declared  duly  elected  Editor  of  the  Pifetsbuigh 
Christian  Advocate. 
BoDort  of  Com-  J.  Young  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
menTto  Biah!^  monument  to  the  memoiy  of  Bishop  M'Eendree^  which  was 
M*Kendtee.      j-^ad  and  adopted. 

The  following  is  the  resolution : — 

"  Resolved,  That  there  be  a  committee  of  three  members 
of  this  General  Conference  appointed  to  circulate  subscrip* 
tion  books  among  the  ministry,  membership,  and  friends  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  and,  as  soon  as  in  their 
judgment  a  sufficient  amount  may  be  secured,  they  shall 
co-operate  with  imv  Committee  which  may  be  appointed 
by  the  Methodist  l^iscopal  Church,  South,  in  the  erection 
of  such  monument  as  the  judgment  of  the  joint-committee 
may  approve,  and  the  funds  they  may  have  secured  wiD 
justify ;  and  make  their  report  to  the  next  General  Confer- 
ence in  1856. 

"J.  YouHO,  Chairman:' 


Oomrnlwloiien 
at  New-Tork. 


G.  Peok  mad  J. 
Darts. 


BroCli«r  BtoT«r. 


The  tellers  reported  a  second  time  no  choice  of  Asastant 
Book  Agent  for  Cincinnati. 

Voted  £^;ain.  • 

The  tellers  reported  again  no  choice  of  Editor  of  the 
Ladies'  Repository. 

Balloted  affain. 

W.  M.  Dailey  moved.  That  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjoom 
to  meet  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.     Laid  on  the  table. 

The  tellers  reported  the  result  of  the  ballotings  for  Com- 
missionera  at  New- York. 

The  chau:  declared  George  Peck  and  John  Davis  to  be 
elected,  and  Conference  proceeded  to  ballot  for  one  more, 
to  complete  the  number  three. 

Resolved,  To  reconsider  the  vote  fixing  the  ease  <i  brother 
Stover,  who  lost  money  sent  to  Agents  at  New-Y<Mrk  by 
mail.     Carried. 

J.  A.  Collins  o£fered  the  following : — 

Resolved,  That  his  application  be  placed  on  the  aame 
basis,  as  was  that  of  brother  Haughawouts,  by  the  action 
of  the  General  Conference. 

Adopted. 

The  tellers  reported  a  tlurd  time  no  election  of . 
Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati. 

Balloted  again. 
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H.  Slicer  offered  the  folloiring : —  M»y  «. 

"Whereas  the  Discipline  authorises  the  Annual  Confer-  Bishop Sooit 
enoe,  by  a  committee  and  the  sanction  of  the  Conference, 
to  make  an  estimate  for  the  support  of  a  Bishop  who  re- 
sides within  its  bounds,  and 

"  Whereas  the  Philadelphia  Conference,  within  whose 
bounds  it  is  understood  Bishop  Scott  will  reside,  will  not 
meet  again  till  the  spring  of  1853 ;  therefore 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Philadelphia  delegation  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  authorized  to  make  an  estimate  for  Bishop 
Scott's  support  for  the  present  year ;  and  that  the  Book 
Agents  be  directed  to  pay  the  same. 

"H.  SuciB, 

"J.  Davis."  ^ 

J.  Davis  moved.  That,  as  our  £pisco])acy  is  a  unit*  our  OMBmaoSeiaAyr 
Bishops  have  a  common  seal,  and  the  Bishops  be  author-     ^^^ 
ized  to  select  such  motto  and  device  as  they  may  deem 
appropriate.     Carried. 

The  tellers  reported  that  William  C.  Larrabee  received  a  Bditoror  lmUm* 
majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  for  Editor  of  the  Ladies*  Re-  ^^^^^y- 
poeitory.     Whereupon  ^ 

The  chair  declared  that  William  C.  Larrabee  was  elected  w.  c.  Lwnbee. 
Editor  of  the  Ladies'  Repository  and  of  the  books  of  the 
General  Catalogue  at  Cincinnati 

The  session  was  prolonged  to  one  o'clock. 

Conference  proceeded  to  vote  for  Commissioners  for  Cin- 
cinnati 

The  tellers  reported  the  result  of  the  ballot  for  Assistant  Adun  fkm. 
Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati ;  and  the  chair  announced  Adam 
Poe  elected  Assbtant  Asent  at  Cincinnati. 

The  report  of  a  Speciid  Committee  on  a  Court  of  Appeals,  ckmn  or  Appml 
to  whom  the  several  papers  on  the  subject  were  rcSferred, 
reported,  and  presented  a  plan,  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed.    (See  Jpp.  X,  p.  195.) 

L.  Clark  ask^  the  Conference  to  restore  the  papers  pre- 
sented by  him  on  this  subject.    Granted.  • 

Also,  granted  to  other  brethren  to  take  the  plans  sub* 
mitted'by  them. 

C.  Eingsley  presented  a  paper  tooching  a  change  in  the  siATery. 
section  of  the  Discipline  on  the  subject  of  slavery.    Laid 
on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

The  tellers  reported,  and  the  chair  announced,  that  J.  F.  J.  f.  Wright  and 
Wright  and  E.  Thomson  were  elected  Commissbners  of  oob^2^ 
the  Church  Suit  at  CincinnatL  <^  oi&dnn*tt. 

The  Conference  rescinded  the  vote  by  which  it  resolved  to 
elect  Conmiissioners  of  the  Church  Suit  at  New-Tork  and 
Cincinnati. 

Resolved,  That  we  elect  the  third  member  of  the  C<»tt- 
miaaioners  for  Cincinnati  by  coimt  vote. 
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Mar  ft.  M.  Marley  was  nominated,  and,  cm  cotmt,  the  chair  da* 

iLHartey.        clared  him  elected  the  third  Commissioner. 
John  B.  Porter.       The  tellers  reported  that  John  S.  Porter  had  a  majority 
of  all  the  rotes  cast. 

Whereupon  the  chair  declared  John  S.  Porter  one  of  the 
Commissioners  on  the  Church  Suit  at  New- York. 
Conference  adjourned. 
Benediction  hy  E.  E.  Griswold. 

MONDAY  MOENING,  MAY  31. 

May  81.  Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  exercises,  conducted  by  U. 
Heath,  the  journal  of  the  preceding  session  was  read,  cor- 
rected, and  approved. 

The  Conference  proceeded  with  the  order  of  the  day, 
viz.,  the  reports  of  standing  eommfittees. 
oommitiae  on        The  Conmiittee  on  Education  reported.    (Page  165.) 
Xdnoatioii.  rjr^^  reading  of  the  tabular  portion  of  the  report  was  or- 

dered to  be  dnpensed  with,  and  this  part  of  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Certain  alterations  were  suggested  by  J.  M'Clintook,  and 
admitted  by  the  Committee,  and  the  report,  the  prerious 
^  question  having  been  ordered,  was  adopted. 
J.  V.  wataon.  '     The  credentials  of  James  V.  Watson,  reserve  del^ate 
from  Michigan  Conference,  were  read,  and  brother  Watson 
took  his  seat  in  place  of  D.  D.  Whedon,  who  had  left  the 
city. 
Report  of  (be     The  Order  of  business  Was  suspended  for  the  purpose  of 
comioittee  on  ^^  ^p  the  leport  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals,  which 
PewB  and  Free  was  read,  also  the  substitute  for  the  report. 
^^'  C.  Elliott  moved.  That  the  whole  subject  be  postp<xied 

till  the  General  Conference  of  1856. 

A.  M.  Osbon  moved,  that  the  motion  of  C.  Elliott  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  the  call  was  sua- 
•     tained — and,  on  voting,  there  were,  yeas  100,  nays  56,  as 
follows: — 

Teas.—G.  Peck,  P.  P.  Sandford,  A.  M.  Osbon,  J.  C. 
Lyon,  K  Bwgs,  H.  Bangs,  L.  Clark,  J.  H.  Perry,  B.  Crea^» 
8.  Landon,  K  £.  Griswoid,  S.  D.  Brown,  B.  M.  Hail,  A. 
Witherspoon,  J.  Clark,  T.  Benedict,  D.  Starks,  J.  Frazer, 
R.  Weseott,  £.  Thomas,  P.  £.  Brows,  I.  Chamberlayne, 
M.  Crow,  G.  Dennis,  J.  G.  Gulick,  H.  N.  Seaver,  D.  Holmes, 
8.  Comfort,  D.  W.'  Bristol,  J.  Parks,  W.  Reddy,  L.  Spenry, 
£.  B.  Tenpey,  J.  M.  Snyder,  C.  Stngsley,  W.  H.  Himter, 
£.  J.  L.  Baker,  J.  H.  Whallon,  G.  Gary,  H.  Mattison,  I. 
L.  Hunt,  A.  J.  Phelps,  G.  Baker,  B.  Holmes,  L.  Hitchcock, 
8.  P.  Keyes,  R.  Honey,  W.  H.  Cdims,  E.  H.  Piloher,  F.  B. 
Bangs,  R.  Sapp,  J.  V.  Watson,  T.  M.  Hudson,  H.  J.  Clarke, 
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A.  Ibgee,  W.  Himto',  S.  Wakefield,  F.  Hodgson,  J.  P.  Dur^  lur  si. 
bm,  T.  J.  Thompson,  W.  Barnes,  J.  M'OIintock,  D.  P.  Kid- 
der, G.  F.  Brown,  J.  S.  Porter,  J.  Lewis,  J.  Ayers,  T. 
M'Carroll,  L.  W.  Beny,  J.  Daniel,  O.  Hobsrt,  H.  Summers, 
H.  W.  Reed,  J.  Broo^  J.  G.  Dimmitt,  G.  Webber,  J.  H. 
Jenne,  0.  0.  Gone,  S.  Allen*  A.  Sanderson,  N.  D.  G^rge, 
W.  BL  Pillsbnry,  A.  Moore,  J.  0,  Aflpinwall,  A.  T.  Bullard, 
E.  Adams,  E.  Scott,  £.  Mason,  J.  Spaolding,  D.  Patten,  A. 
Stevens,  W.  T.  Harlow,  E.  Benton,  D.  Webb,  D.  Wise,  M. 
Raymond,  0.  K  True,  J.  Hascall,  J.  Porter,  A.  Binney. 

JVoy*.— P.  Bice,  J.  Z.  Nicholfl,  B.  Griffen,  W.  Hosmer, 
H.  Kinsley,  W.  Patterson,  B.  S.  Hill,  A.  K  Phelps,  J. 
Chandler,  N.  J.  B.  Moigan,  N.  Wilson,  J.  Davis,  A.  Griffith, 
J.  Jl  Collins,  H.  Slicer,  S.  S.  Bossell,  J.  Bear,  B.  N.  Frown, 
J.  A  Gere,  A.  A.  Reese,  J.  Ck>il,  J.  Cunnmgham,  J.  M. 
Trimble,  J.  Yonng,  C.  Elliott,  G.  W.  Walkea-,  J.  F.  Wright, 
U.  Heath,  Z.  Connell,  G.  Brooks,  A.  M.  Lorraine,  M.  Mar- 
lej,  R.  O.  Spencer,  E.  Thomson,  J.  H.  Power,  H.  White- 
man,  T.  Barkdoll,  J.  Quigl^,  H.  M.  ShaJQfer,  A.  Poe,  W. 
M.  Dailey,  J.  Havens,  £.  Whitten,  G.  M.  Beswick,  J.  L. 
Smith,  8.  T.  GiUett,  W.  H.  Goode,  J.  Hopkins,  G.  J.  Houts, 
P.  Akers,  P.  Cartwright,  J.  B.  Gonington,  G.  Rutledge, 
8.  G.  J.  Worthmgton,  M.  Tichikell,  G.  Adams. 

So  the  motion  W98  laid  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  when  we  adjonm,  it  be  to  meet  this  after- 
noon at  3  o'clock. 

The  acceptance  of  the  snbstitttte,  by  W.  Reddy,  being 
before  the  Conference, 

0.  K.  True  moved  the  previons  qnesti^Mi.     Lost. 

The  Conference  adjourned,  J.  A.  Gollins  having  the  floor. 

Prayer  by  J.  Daniel. 

Monday  Ajthrnoon. 

Bishop  McMrris  in  the  chair. 

After  the  issual  religions  exercises,  led  by  J.  V.  Watson^ 
the  joamal  was  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 

Oa  motion,  the  order  of  the  day  was  iakea  up. 

A  Griffith  moved  to  lay  the  OTder  of  the  day  upon  the  ^wBMt  of   J. 
table,  to  affdrd  hhn  an  opportonitjr  to  ofier  the  resolution      ^^^' 
that  the  Book  Agents  at  Cmcbnati  be  directed  to  pay  the 
BK)viBg  expenses  of  J.  H.  Power  to  his  future  field  of 
labour. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  prevailed,  as  also  the 
nsolutibn  to  pay  the  moving  expenses  of /.  H.  Power. 

Brothers  Bierrv,  Hwiter,  and  Gary,  haa  liberty  to  ohange 
their  votes  on  the  question  voted  upon  this  monung  by 
yeasandnays. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  again  taken  up.  rmmh  of  com- 

After  further  diaeusskm,  the  previous  question  was  moved  SwJy^nS^ 
SBdkwi  MMirrMSMiii. 
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ifaar  tL  After  further  diBciissioii»  the  previous  question  ^ras  again 

moved,  and  carried. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  reception  of  the  substitate, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  it  was  carried,  as 
follovrs : — 

F«M.— G.  Peck,  P.  P.  Sandford,  A.  M.  Osbon,  J.  C. 
Lyon,  J.  Z.  Nichols,  N.  Bangs,  Heman  Bangs,  L.  Clark,  B. 
Cieagh,  S.  Landon,  E.  E.  Griswold,  S.  D.  Brown,  B.  M. 
Hall,  A.  Witherspoon,  J.  Clark,  T.  Benedict,  D.  Starks,  J. 
Fraser,  R.  Wescott,  P.  E.  Brown,  I.  Chamberlayne,  W. 
Hosmer,  M.  Crow,  J.  Dennis,  J.  G.  Gulick,  H.  N.  Seaver, 
D.  Holmes,  S.  Comfort,  D.  W.  Bristol,  J.  Parks,  W.  Beddy, 
L.  Sperry,  E.  B.  Tenney,  J.  M.  Snyder,  C.  Kinmley,  W.  H. 
Hunter,  B.  S.  Hill,  £.  J.  L.  Baker,  J.  H.  WhaUon,  G.  Gary, 
H.  Mattison,  J.  L.  Hunt,  A.  J.  Phelps,  G.  Baker,  B.  HoUnes, 
L.  Hitchcock,  S.  P.  Keyes,  R  Haney,  W.  H.  Collins,  E.  H. 
Richer,  F.  B.  Bangs,  R.  Sapp,  J.  V.  Watson,  T.  M.  Hud- 
8(m,  A.  MwBe,  W.  Hunter,  S.  Wakefield,  F.  Hodgson,  J. 
P.  Durbin,  Thos.  J.  Thompson,  W.  Barnes,  J.  Cunningham, 

D.  P.  Kidder,  G.  F.  Brown,  J.  8.  Porter,  J.  Lewis,  J.  Ayers, 
W.  Nast,  J.  Marsee,  C.  Hobart,  H.  Summers,  H.  W.  Reed, 
J.  Brooks,  J.  G.  Dimmitt,  G.' Webber,  J.  H.  Jenne,  S.  Allen, 
A.  Sanderson,  N.  D.  George,  W.  H.  Pillsbury,  A.  Church, 

A.  Moore,  J.  C.  Aspinwall,  K  Adams,  E.  Scott,  R.  Dear- 
bom,  J.  Spaulding,  D.  Patten,  A.  Stevens,  W.  T.  Harlow, 

E.  Benton,  D.  Webb,  D.  Wise,  M.  Raymond,  C.  K.  True, 
J.  Hascall,  C.  Adams,  A.  Binn^. 

Nays.—V,  Rice,  B.  Griflfen,  /  H.  Perry,  E.  Thomas,  C. 
Kingsley,  H.  Kinsley,  W.  Patterson,  A.  E.  Phelps,  J.  Chand- 
ler, E.  H.  Pilcher,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  N.  Wilson,  J.  Davis, 
A., Griffith,  J.  A.  CoDins,  H.  Slicer,  S.  S.  RosecU,  J.  Bear, 

B.  N.  Brown,  J.  A.  Gere,  A.  A.  Reese,  C.  B.  Tippett,  H. 
J.  Clarke,  J.  Coil,  J.  M.  Trimble,  J.  Young,  C.  Elliott^  G. 
W.  Walker,  G.  Moody,  J.  F.  Wright,  U.  Heath,  Z.  Con- 
nell,  C.  Brooks,  A.  M.  Lorrame,  M.  Marley,  R.  0.  Spencer, 
K  Thomson,  J.  H.  Power,  H.  Whiteman,  T.  Barkdull,  J. 
Qui^ey,  H.  M.  Shaffer,  A.  Poe,  W.  M.  Dailey,  J.  Havens, 
K  Whitten,  L.  W.  Berry,  G.  M.  Beswick,  J.  L.  Smith,  a 
T.  Gillett,  W.  H.  Goode,  J.  Daniel,  J.  H.  Hopkins,  C.  J. 
Houts,  P.  Akers,  P.  Cartwright,  J.  B.  Corrington,  G.  Rat^ 
ledge,  S.  G.  J.  Worthington,  M«  lichnell,  C.  Adams,  A. 
Bmney. 

So  the  substitute  was  accepted. 

The  question  |^g  upon  the  adoption  of  the  subetitnt^ 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called,  there  were  yeas  98, 
nays  55. 

Teas,—Q,  Peck,  P.  P.  Sandford,  A.  M.  Osbon,  J.  C.  Lyon, 
J.  Z.  Nichols,  K  Adams,  E.  Scott,  E.  Mason,  S.  D.  Brown, 
B.  M.  Hall,  A.  Witherspoon,  J.  Clark,  T.  Benedict,  D. 
Starks,  J.  Fraser,  R.  Wescott,  N.  Bangs,  H.  Bangs,  B. 
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Greagb,  J.  H.  Peny,  £.  E.  Griswdd,  S.  Landon,  N.  D.  War  SL 
George,  W.  H.  PUlsbury,  A.  Church,  A.  Moore,  T.  M. 
Hadson,  H.  J.  Clarke,  A.  Magee,  W.  Httnter,  S.  Wakefield, 
J.  C.  AJspinwall,  C.  Hobart,  H.  Summers,  G.  Gary,  J.  L. 
Hunt,  H.  Mattison,  A.  J.  Phelps,  G.  Baker,  B.  Holmes,  S. 
Allen,  A.  Sanderson,  J.  H.  Jenne,  B.  S.  Hill,  W.  H.  Hunter, 
E.  J.  L.  Baker,  J.  A.  WhaUon,  L,  Hitchcock,  R.  Haney,  S. 
P.  Keyes,  D.  Holmes,  E.  Bowen,  D.  W.  Bristol,  W.  B«ddy, 
L.  Sperry,  J.  Parks,  E.  P.  Tenney,  J.  M.  Snyder,  S.  Com- 
fort, H.  W.  Reed,  J.  Brooks,  J.  G.  Dinunitt,  W.  Hosmer, 
M.  Crow,  J.  Dennis,  H.  N.  Seaver,  J.  Marsee,  W.  H.  CqI- 
tins,  R  H.  Pilcher,  E.  M'Clure,  F.  B.  Bangs,  E.  Thomas, 
I.  Chamberlayne,  P.  E.  Brown,  J.  V.  Watson,  R,  Sapp, 
W.  Nast,  F.  Hodgjson,  J.  P.  Durbin,  W.  Barnes,  T.  J. 
Thompson,  J.  Cunningham,  G.  F.  Brown,  D.  P.  Kidder, 
J.  8,  Porter,  J.  Lewis,  J,  Ayers,  D.  Patten,  A.  Stevens,  E. 
Benton,  W.  JE.  Harlow,  D.  Webb,  D.  Wise,  M.  Raymond, 
C.  K  True,  J.  Hascall,  C.  Adams,  A.  Bimiey. 

Nays.—P,  Rice,  B.  Griflfen,  S.  G.  J.  Worthington,  M. 
Kchnell,  J.  Coil,  C.  Kongsley,  W.  Patterson,  H.  Kinsley, 
A.  R  Phelps,  J.  Chandler,  K  Thomson,  J.  H.  Power, 
H.  Whiteman,  T.  Barkdull,  J.  Quigley,  A.  Poe,  H.  M.  Shaf- 
fer, G.  M.  Beswick,  W.  H.  Goode,  J.  L.  Smith,  S.  T.  Gil- 
letC,  J.  Daniel,  J.  Hopkms,  C.  J.  Houts,  J.  S.  Trimble, 
J.  Young,  C.  Elliott,  G.  W.  Walker,  G.  Moody,  J.  F. 
Wright,  U.  Heath,  Z.  Council,  C.  Brooks,  R.  0.  Spencer, 
M.  Marley,  A.  M.  Lorrame,  P.  Akers,  P.  Cartwright,  J.  B. 
Corrington.  G.  Rutledge,  P.  Kuhl,  W.  M.  Dailey,  J.  Har 
vcDs,  E.  Whitten,  L.  W.  Berry,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  A.  Grif- 
fith, J.  Dayis,  H.  Sheer,  N.  Wilson,  J.  Bear,  J.  A.  ColUns, 
J.  A.  Gere,  S.  S.  Roszell,  A.  A.  Reese,  C.  B.  Ilppett,  B. 
M.  Brown,  J.  Porter. 

The  Bubfititute  was  accordingly  adopted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows:— 

jResolvtdy  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  oiunip  m  uto 
to  strike  out  of  the  Discipline  the  question  and  answer  ^^^^P"****- 
found  on  page  71,  in  these  words,  to  wit: 

Quest,  2d.  ''  Is  there  any  exception  to  the  rule,  Let  the 
men  and  women  sit  apart  ? 

*'  Ans.  There  is  no  exception.  Let  them  sit  apart  in  all 
our  churches." 

Also,  that  they  be  instructed  to  strike  out  of  the  Disci- 
pline the  4th  Answer  to  Question  Ist,  of  Sec.  1,  Chap,  iii. 
Fart.  Ill,  on  page  158,  in  these  words,  to  wit : 

"  As  it  is  contrary  to  our  economy  to  b€ild  houses  with 
pews  to  sell  or  rent,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  An- 
nual Conferences  to  use  their  influence  to  preyent  houses 
from  being  so  built  in  JTuture ;  and,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
make  those  houses  free  which  have  been  already  built  with 
pewB. 
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IU9  8L         Also,  tliat  answer  1  <m  page  156  be  altered  bo  as  to  read 
as  follows  :-— 

"Let  all  our  eburebes  be  btiilt  plain  and  decent,  and 
with  free  seats  wberever  practicable. 

Moved,  Tbat  wben  we  adjouriii  kbe  to  meet  ihia  evemog 
at  7i  o'clock. 
ooorftorApiiedik     Tbe  report  of  tbe  Committee  on  an  Appeal  Contooiee 
was  taken  up. 

H.  Mattison  presented  a  substitute. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  whole  business  on  the 
table  for  the  present.    Oarriea. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  prevailed. 

Benediction  by  G.  Peck. 

MOKDAT  EVBNXKO. 

Bishop  Shnpson  m  &e  chair. 
^  After  the  usual  religious  services,  led  by  8.  P.  Eeyes,  the 

journal  was  read,  coirected  and  approved. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended  mdefinitely. 
^SMWrn.****       ^®  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  the  CatecWsm  reported. 
The  report*  was  adopted,  except  so  far  as  related  to  the 
alteration  of  the  Discipline. 
ooMjttj"  «>r      The  Committee  for  noniinatnig  the  Book  Committee  at 
]£ok  OMimli-    Cincinnati  reported  their  nominations : — 

tos. 

Cincinnati  Conference,        G.  W.  Walker, 

Ohio  "  J.  M.  Trimble, 

North  Ohio  "  J.  H.  Power, 

North  Indiana  ''  W.  H.  Goode, 

Michigan  **  R.  Sapp, 

Illinois  "  P.  Cariwright^ 

Indiana  "  L.  W.  Ber^. 

The  Committee  for  nominatmg  the  Book  Conmoittee  at 
New- York  reported  their  nominations : — 

^  Tlds  dooument  recapitulated  the  plan  of  the  CateoMsms,  as  set 
fnih  in  the  Beport  of  tlie  Editor  of  Smidaj-Mhool  pablioations. 
(See  Jppendix^R,  p.  170.) 

It  also  stated  that  the  Committee  had  oarefUly  examined  the 
Cateohisms  sabmitted  to  their  inspection ;  and,  on  ^T^TFilnatiimj 
approved  both  of  the  plan  and  mode  of  ezeention. 

Fbur  resolations  were  appended  to  the  Beport 

The  fir  it  gave  the  ofltoial  sanction  of  the  Qenenl  OonteeBM  to 
the  new  Catechisms. 

The  teeond  ordered  the  immediate  publication  of  Noi.  1  and  2. 

The  third  directed  the  completion  of  No.  3  by  the  Sunday-School 
Sditor,  nnder  the  supenision  of  the  Committee  on  the  Catediism 
as  heretofbre  appointed  by  the  Book  Committee,  BUhop  Sooti  be- 
ing added  to  the  same. 

The  fourth  related  to  the  catechising  of  children,  and  waa  re* 
qnired  to  lay  over  one  day  by  a  rule  of  older.  It  was  sabeeqnentiy 
passed.    (See  p.  112.) 
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Maine  Oonference,  8.  Allen,  Hmt  n. 

East  Genesee  "  M.  Crow, 

Black  River     "  G.  Gary, 

New-YoA       «  G.  Peck, 

New-England  *'  J.  Porter, 

Philadelphia    "  T.  J.  Thompeon, 

Baltimore        ''  C.  B.  O^ppett. 

The  above  nominations  were  accepted. 
B.  Griffen  presented  the  following,  which  was  adopted : — 
"  Resolved,  That  the  dividend  from  the  Book  Concern  and  wvWou  or  dM- 
Chartered  Fund,  for  the  current  year,  that  was  made  to  the  concern"^  ud 
Oneida  Conference,  be  equally  divided  between  the  Oneida  JJm"** 
and  Wyoming  Conferences ;  and  that  for  the  Illinois  Con- 
ference, be  divided  equally  between  the  Illmois  and  Southern 
niinois  Conferences;  and  that  for  the  Indiana  Conference, 
be  equally  divided  between  the  Indiana  and  South-East  In- 
diana Conferences ;   and  that  for  the  North  Indiana  [Con- 
ference be  equally  dUvided  between  the  North  Indiana  and 
the]  North- West  Indiana  Conferences ;   and  that  for  the 
Ohio  Conference,  be  equally  divided  between  the  Ohio  and 
Cincinnati  Conferences.  "P.  Rice, 

"B.  Gbiffkn." 

The  Committee  appointed  to  solioit  funds  to  erect  a  mon-  Monument  ai 
ument  at  Mount  Olivet  to  our  deceased  l^hops,  reported  ****^*  ^^^^ 
that  they  had  received  $127 ;  and  H.  Slicer  was  directed 
to  pay  over  the  funds  collected  for  the  monument  to  the 
Tnutees  of  Baltimore  city  stations. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  report  on  the  German  w(N:k'0«nnAn  work, 
waa  carried. 

On  motion  of  W.  Nast,  the  Pittsburgh,  North  Ohio,  and 
Cincinnati  German  districts  were  detached  from  the  Ohio 
Conference,  and  connected  with  the  Cincinnati  Conference. 

J.  Young  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence. 

Brother  Benton  presented   the  following,  which  was  ^^l^l^/"^  *^ 
adopted :—  DJadpuno. 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  following  be  admitted  in  the  Disd- 
plme : — 

"There  shall  be  an  Editor  at  New- York  of  the  Monthly  MitorrfMonth- 
Magaisine  and  Tracts,  who  shall  also  be  Correspondmg  Sec-   ^  ^^«*^"*- 
retuy  of  the  Tract  Society ;  and  who,  if  chosen  from  the 
travellii^  preaehers,  shall  be  a  member  of  such  Conference 
as  he  may,  with  the  approbation  of  the  %hop,  select. 

'*E.  BlNTOH, 

**N.  D.  Gbokoi." 

A  motion  to  take  up  that  part  of  the  report  on  Itinerancy 
relatiuff  to  presiding  eldership^  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A.  J.  Phelps  presented  the  following^  which  waa  adopt- 
ed:— 
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Mat  si.  Betolvedf  That  the  Discipline,  page  108,  be  80  am^ded 

^taSSta?  "*•  as  to  read  as  follows  :— 

"  But  in  the  case  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate, 
the  Publishing  Ck)mmittee  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Oneida, 
Genesee,  East  Genesee,  Black  River,  and  Wyoming  Cour 
ferences,  and  shall  consist  of  one  member  from  each  of 
those  Conferences,  to  be  chosen  annually." 

R.  0.  Spencer  submitted  the  following,  which  was  adopt- 
ed:— 
BnptnDiraated  **  Resolved,  as  the  sense  of  this  General  Conference,  That 
ww^s^of  de^  the  superannuated  preachers,  and  widows  of  deceased 
ceased  preach-  preachers,  who  have  been  claimants  on  the  funds  of  the 
fnOhio^onfer-  Ohio  Conference,  be  attached  severally  to  the  Conference 
eiioe.  (Ohio,  Cincinnati,  or  Kentucky)  in  which  they  now  reside, 

or  to  which  their  reddence  is  nearest. 

"R.  0.  Spbnoer, 

"  A.  M.  LORBAIN, 

«  G.  W.  Walkbr." 

Bmiort  of  0^     Moved,  To  take  up  the  report  of  Conmiittee  on  Revisals, 
TiiiS?  ^       which  relates  to  infant  baptism. 

Moved,  To  amend,  by  taking  up  Report  No.  2  of  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Beport  of  Com-     Moved,  To  take  up  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 

mlttee  on  Tem-      ...  _,  i   t^  ^-i     .  *  i  j* 

porai  Economy,  suttee  on  Temporal  Economy  that  proposes  a  change  of 
Change  of  Dtod-  Discipline  in  respect  to  the  appointment  of  Circuit  Stewards. 
^  ^^'  A  motion  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table,  and  on  the  ques* 

N  tion  of  taking  up  the  report,  was  lost 

The  Report  No.  5,  of  the  Conunittee  on  Revisals,  y 
taken  up. 

Motion  to  adjourn  lost. 
The  first  resolution  of  the  report  pending, 
B.  M.  Hall  presented  the  following  substitute,  which  ^ 
laid  on  the  table : — 
Oj^ofjJ^y     Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be,  and  hereby  are,  request- 
en.      i"®*^'  ed  to  prepare  and  prescribe  a  course  of  study  for  apphcants 
for  admission  into  the  travelling  connexion,  and  also  for 
local  deacons  and  elders. 
A  motion  to  lay  the  first  resolution  on  the  table,  was  lost. 
A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 

N.  Wilson  submitted  the  following,  as  a  substitute  fat 
the  first  resolution : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be  requested  to  prepare  a' 
course  of  study,  which  local  preachers  shall  be  recommend- 
ed to  pursue  previous  to  the  reception  of  deacon's  and 
elder's  orders. 
A  motion  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table  was  lost. 
N.  Bangs  called  for  the  previous  question,  which 
sustained. 
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On  motion,  the  substitute  was  accepted  and  adopted.  iby  sl 

Resolution  2d,  of  the  report,  was  adopted. 

J.  A.  Collins  submitted  the  following  resolutions : — 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Conference  are  due,  vote  of  ^a^ 
and  are  hereby  cordially  given,  to  the  members  of  our  ^  BMton  wd 
Church,  and  other  citizens  of  Boston  and  vicinity,  who  ^^^^^^i- 
hare  so  kindly  and  hospitably  entertamed  the  members 
thereof  durii^  its  sesmon. 

Reeolved,  Thai  the  thanks  of  this  General  Conference  are  vote  of  tiuuiki 
due,  and  are  hereby  given,  to  those  ministers  of  other  re-  atiw^aSM»! 
ligious  denominations,  who  so  kindly  tendered  the  use  of 
tneir  pulpits  to  the  members  thereof  during  its  present  ses- 
sion ;  and  that  it  will  be  highly  gratifying  to  us,  whenever 
the  occasion  presents,  to  re-ciprocate  thdr  Christian  courtesy. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  General  Conference  are  Voteofthuikato 
due,  and  are  hereby  cordially  given,  to  the  Mayor  and  au-  SboSS!^'**'** 
thorities  of  Boston,  for  the  attention  and  politeness  extend- 
ed by  them  to  the  members  thereof  at  the  present  session ; 
and  also  to  the  officers  and  principals  of  various  institutions, 
for  kindly  and  politely  invitmg  its  members  to  visit  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the   books  sent  by  publishers  to  our  Books  sent  to  the 
Editors  for  review  and  notice  be  disposed  of  in  such  way  ^^^^^^ 
as,  m  their  judgment,  may  be  most  promotive  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  periodicals  under  their  charge  respectively. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  the  Secretaries,  for  the  ThMks  to  the 
faithful  performance  of  their  arduous  duties.  Becretwiefc 

All  the  above  resolutions,  with  the  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Secretaries,  wore  passed  by  a  rising  vote. 

J.  Clark  called  attention  to  the  address  to  the  British  ^^J^JJ  ^JSn^ 
Conference,  and,  on  his  motion,  Bbhop  Waugh  was  re-  enoe. 
quested  to  address  the  Conference  on  the  subject  of  its 
business,  and  of  our  adjournment. 

Bishop  Waugh  accordingly  addressed  the  Conference. 

Resolved,  That  Bbhop  Waugh  be  requested  to  prepare 
and  present  to  the  Conference  such  items  of  business  as 
are  important  to  be  acted  upon,  as  to  subject  and  manner. 
Carried. 

Moved,  That  when  we  adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  at  7i  o'clock. 

Amended  by  striking  out  "  7^,"  and  insertmg  "  8. " 
Carried. 

W.  M.  Dailey  moved.  That  we  adjourn  to-morrow  at 
121  o'clock,  sine  die.    Laid  on  the  table. 

Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  Bishop  Ames. 

TUESDAY,  JUNE  1. 

Bishop  Janes  m  the  chair.  June  i. 

After  the  usual  religious  exercises,  led  by  Z.  Connell,  the 
journal  was  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 
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Jine  L  On  motion,  the  name  of  L.  W.  Berry  was  added  to  the 

^tT'  ^ST'bIS  ^^^  Committee  at  Cincinnati. 

oonmifttoe.  I^e  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  fraternal  letter  to 

the  Wealeyan  Methodist  Church  in  England,  was  read,  a 
^  small   correction  made,  and  the  report  adopted.     (See 

Appendix,  U,  p.  177.) 

G.  Peck  offered  the  following : — 
l2?toiSe*Br£     ^^^^ved.  That  the  Bishops  he  requested  to  select  a  mes- 
wiconferenoe.  senger  to  visit  the  British  Conference,  at  feuihestt^  in  1863, 
if  they  shall  judge  it  expedient. 
Carried. 
B«port  of   the     The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Pastoral  Address 
Sr  ftLtond*''  was  read,  and  adopted.     (See  App.  N,  p.  168.) 
Addren.  JResolvedf  That  preachers  in  charge  of  circuits  and  sta- 

tions are  requested  to  appoint  special  meetings,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  the  Pastoral  Address  read  to  the  memoers 
of  the  Church  and  congregation,  and  made  the  suhject  of 
suitable  remarks  and  exhortations. 

Several  alterations  were  admitted  by  the  mover  of  the 
resolution. 

H.  Slicer  moved,  as  a  substitute,  the  original,  as  written 
above.    Admitted,  and  the  substitute  adopted. 
^See  ^'  cS'     '^^  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Catechisni  was  taken 
ohism.  ^^      '  up,  and  the  following  offered : — 

'*  We  recommend  renewed  and  more  energetic  attention 
to  the  work  of  catechising  the  young ;  and  that,  as  a  means 
of  securing  it»  we  enlarge  Ans.  3,  Chap,  vi,  Part  I,  of  the 
Discipline,   by   adding  the  following  words: — 'Let  the 

Sreachers,  also,  publicly  catechise  the  children  in  the  Sun- 
ay  schools,  and  at  special  meetings  appointed  f<^  that 
purpose.' 

*'  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  each  preacher,  in  connexion 
with  reporting  the  Sunday-school  statistics  at  each  Quar- 
terly Conference,  to  state  to  what  extent  he  has  publicly 
and  privately  catechised  the  children." 

N.  Wilson  moved  to  amend,  by  so  altering  the  resolu- 
tion as  to  say,  "  the  preachers  shall  see,"  ^c.    Laid  on  the 
table. 
A  motion  to  divide  the  question  failed,  and. 
On  motion,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 
A  motion  to  receive  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Re- 
visals  failed,  and, 
Beport  of  Com-     On  moticm,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Temporal 
S^tTESnoSJ:  Economy  was  teken  up.    (See  App.  P,  p.  164.) 
JResolved,  That  it  be  presented  item  by  item. 
First  resolution  read  and  adopted, 
cgjggof  th«       "  Resolved,  That  the  Discipline,  Part  III,  Chap,  iii.  Sec.  1, 
^^^'       Ques.  1,  Ans.  1,  be  so  altered  as  to  read,  'Each  Annual 
Conference  shall  pay  its  proportional  part  towards  the 
allowance  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  Bishops.' 
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"  Aiao,  that  Arw.  4th  of  the  same  section  be  amended      J«ta  l 
by  the  addition  of  these  words : — '  And  also  for  the  amount  BxpensM  of  ih« 
of  their  quarterage  and  troyelling  expenses.'    Making  the  ^^'^^ 
fourth  answer  to  read,  '  Each  Aimual  Conference,  in  which 
a  Bishop,  or  Bishops,  may  reside^  shall  annuaUy  appomt  a 
committee  of  three  or  more,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  esti- 
oiate  the  amount  necessaiy  to  furnish  a  house,  fuel  and 
table  expenses,  for  said  Bishop,  or  Bishops,  subject  to  the 
action  of  the  Conference.    And  they  are  anthorized  to  draw 
on  the  funds  of  the  Book  Concern  for  said  amount,  and  also 
for  the  amount  of  their  quarterage  and  travelling  expenses." 

H.  Bangs  offered,  as  an  amendment,  the  following : — 

"  The  entire  allowance  for  each  Presiding  Elder,  shall  be 
estimated  by  a  committee,  composed  of  one  steward  from 
each  circuit  and  station  in  the  District,  to  be  selected  from 
amon^  the  stewards  by  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference, 
If  ho  shall  meet  annuaUy,  at  the  call  of  the  Presiding  Elder, 
who  shall  preside  in  such  meeting ;  and  the  committee  so 
provided  shall  make  the  estimate  and  apportion  it  among 
the  several  circuits  and  stations  according  to  their  respec- 
tive ability ;  and  the  apportionment  so  made,  shall  be  paid 
by  the  stewards  of  the  circuits  and  stations,  in  quarterly 
instalments."    Laid  on  the  table. 

The  second  resolution  was  read. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the  resolution, 

"  That  the  Discipline,  part  iii,  chapter  lii,  paragraph  6,  %J?^«ff  ***• 
page  1*74,  be  amended  so  as  to  read  thus^  begmning  in  ^ 
the  second  line  from  the  top :  '  Out  of  the  moneys  so 
collected  and  brought  to  the  respective  Annual  Confer- 
ences, let  the  various  allowances  agreed  upon  m  the  second 
section  be  made  up ;  but  each  Annual  Conference  shall 
have  full  power  to  determine,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds 
<^  all  the  members  present  and  voting,  who,  among  the 
superannuated  and  supernumerary  pr^chers,  and  the  wid- 
ows and  orphans  of  deceased  preachers  belonging  to  the 
Conference,  shall  be  claimants  on  the  funds  of  said  Confer- 
enoe,  and  what  amount  each  daimant  shall  receive  firom 
year  to  year.' "    Adopted. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved.  That  nothing  contained  in  the  fore- 
going action  shall  have  a  retrospective  action. 

The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  not  sustained.  Amend- 
ment laid  on  the  table. 

O.  Lane  made  a  communication,  in  writing,  to  the  Qen-  Oommvnteatioii 
eral  Conference.  ^om^ 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted: — 

Besolved,  That  brother  Lane's  moving  expenses  be  paid, 
also  his  salary  to  the  time  of  the  session  of  his  conference, 
which  will  be  the  7th  of  July 

G.  Peck  moved  the  followmg,  which  was  adopted. 

B$9olved,  Thai  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  to  G.Lane, 

8 
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June  1.       for  his  faithful  and  able  services  as  Book  Agent  for  the  last 
1^  ofUuffliM  sixteen  years,  at  Neir-York. 

to  G.  Luie.  g  g^  piicher  moved  the  following,  which  was  adopted  :-— 

Pabiishfiiff  oom-  Besolved,  That  the  Publishing  Committee  for  the  North- 
w^ra  ^£  Western  Christian  Advocate,  be  authorised  to  estimate  the 
t?"  tt^STth *  *™^*"^*  ^^  salary  for  the  editor  of  that  journal,  and  draw 
saiaiy  of  Uie  the  same  in  quarterly  instalments,  from  the  time  ,he  shall 
Editor.  enter  upon  his  duties. 

Resolved,  That  the  expenses  of  the  superintendents,  in 
visiting  the  California  and  Oregon  Conferences,  be  paid  fix>m 
the  Book  Concern.  Laid  on  the  table. 
EzpeiuieB  of^e  Be9olved,  That  this  General  Conference  request  the  man- 
to  SbOTia.  ^  agers  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  to  take  such  measures  as  they  may  deem  most 
proper  to  pay  the  expenses  of  our  Superintendents,  in  vis- 
iting the  Liberia  Conference. 

P.  P.  Sandford  proposed  to  amend,  by  adding,  "  Cali- 
fornia and  Oregon."     Lost. 
The  resolution  was  adopted. 

T.  Carlton  moved  the  Allowing,  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Whereas  the  dividends  to  the  several  Annual  Conferen- 
ces for  the  present  year  have  been  deteimined,  and 

Whereas,  by  the  action  of  this  Conference,  an  important 
change  has  been  made  in  the  manner  of  paying  our  Bish- 
ops; therefore, 

Resolved^  That  during  the  coming  year  the  Bishops  draw 
their  support  as  heretofore.  * 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : — 
•«  TO^j^thheu  Refolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be  instructed  to  with- 
al Gonferen*^  hold  from  those  Annual  Conferences,  which  are  to  meet 
during  the  present  Conference  year,  the  sum  of  sixt^-one 
dollars  seventy  cents,  that  bemg  the  amount  paid  for 
the  use  of  the  Bishops  of  those  Conferences,  which  have 
had  their  sesdons  before  the  meeting  of  the  General  Con- 
ference. 

A  motion  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Appeal  Confer- 
ence failed. 
Report  No.  4  of      The  Conference  took  up  the  report  No.  4,  of  the  Com- 
^^ia!^  ^  mittee  on  Revisals,  and  considered  it,  item  by  item. 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  phrase  "in  the  regdar  itinerant 
work,"  page  45,  sixth  line,  be  stricken  out. 

J.  C.  Avers  moved,  as  a  substitute,  Thatinstead  of  strik- 
ing out,  add  after  the  work,  "  on  circuit  or  stations."     Ac*^ 
cepted  and  adopted. 
A  motion  to  adjourn  to  meet  at  8  o'clock,  failed. 
A  motion  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjoturn  «tM  die. 
Carried. 
Second  resolution  adopted. 
Resolved,   That   paragraph  4,  page  69,  be  ^amended 
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by  iDseriii^,  after  the  word  "  resides/'  the  following,  "  for  j«m  i 
bis  Chiistaan  character  and  faithful ,  performance  of  his 
ministerial  office."  Also,  ihat  the  same  para^ph  be 
further  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "  or  m  neglect 
thereof,"  and  inserting  "and  in  neglect  of  the  above 
duties." 

Third  resolution  adopted. 

Mesolved,  That  the  Committee  to  be  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  revising  and  publishing  the  Discipline,  be  direct- 
ed to  make  such  changes  in  the  verbiage  of  the  section  on 
the  Chartered  Fund,  as  may  be  necessary  to  accord  with 
the  changes  nciade  in  the  cluuier  of  tiie  institution. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Temperance  reported.    (See  p*  168.)  Beoort  or  oom- 

The  report  was  read  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  ft^Z^  ^^"' 
printed  in  all  our  Church  papers. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  to  any 
extent,  as  a  beverage,  is  to  be  deeply  deplored,  and  depre- 
cated as  tendmff  to  the  forming  and  maturing  of  perni- 
cious habits,  and  leading,  by  natural  consequence,  to  diver- 
sified crime,  wide-spre^  misery  and  the  final  ruin  of  vast 
multitudes  for  whom  Chnst  has  died. 

**  2.  That  we  rejoice  greatly  in  the  recent  manifestations 
of  public  sentiment  on  this  subject ;  and  especially  that  God 
is  putting  it  in  the  hearts  of  civil  rulers  to  interpose  the 
authority  of  the  State  for  the  protection  of  society  against 
what  we  hold  to  be  an  enormous  social  wrong,  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks."    Adopted. 

"  3.  That  the  encouraging  aspect  of  the  great  cause,  pre- 
fueaiA  no  just  occasion  for  relaxation  of  effort  on  the  part  of 
its  friends,  but,  on  the  contrary,  calls  upon  us  to  renew  our 
diligence  in  the  use  of  all  proper  means  to  spread  and  con- 
summate those  plans  so  obvious^  traceable  to  a  propitious 
Providence,  and  so  richly  fraught  with  the  blessii^  of 
peace  and  good  will  to  men."    Adopted. 

'*  4.  That  we  recommend  the  calm,  judicious,  but  firm 
and  impartial  enforcement  of  our  excellent  disciplinary  rules 
upon  this  subject."    Adopted. 

The  report  No.  2,  on  Sunday  Schools,  was  taken  up.       Bepori  Ko.  a  « 

'*  Resolved,  1.  That  the  Editor  of  the  Sunday-school  Pub-  ^"^•yB^*^*"' 
lications,  be  no  longer  required  to  edit  Tracts,  except  those 
belonging  to  the  Sunday-school  department."    Adopted. 

**  2.  l£at  we  recommend  to  the  Board  of  Managera  of  the 
Sunday-School  Union  of  our  Church,  so  to  alter  the  Con- 
stitution of  that  soiuety,  as  to  provide  for  the  election  of 
the  Corresponding  Secretary  by  the  General  Conference." 
Adopted. 

"  3.  That  the  Editor  of  the  Sunday-school  Publications  be 
also,  by  appointment  of  the  General  Conference,  Corres- 
pcmdingS^retary  of  the  Sunday-School  Union."  Adopted. 
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J«M  1.  ResolntioDfl  four  and  five  laid  on  the  table. 

**  6.  That  male  superintendents  of  our  Sunday  scbools, 
bemg  members  of  our  Church,  shall,  hj  Tirtue  of  their 
office,  have  a  seat  in  the  Quarterly  Comerenees  hayinir 
supervision  of  their  schools,  with  the  right  to  speak  and 
vote  on  questions  relating  to  Sunday  schook,  and  on  sueh 
questions  only."    Adopted. 

The  following  was  offered  as  an  amendment  to  No.  2  of 
Conunittee  on  Sunday  Schools  and  Tracts,  which  was 
adopted. 

''  Resolved,  That  the  Editor  of  the  DIscipliDe  and  his  as- 
sociates, on  publishing  the  new  edition,  be  mstructed  to  in- 
corporate in  the  Discipline,  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
Conference,  creating  an  editorship  of  a  Monthly  Magazine 
and  Tracts ;  also,  defining  the  duties  of  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  our  Tract  Society,  makmg  the  whole  conform 
to  the  analogy  of  other  editorships  atNew-Tork ;  that  they 
be  instructed  to  modify  the  phraseology  of  the  Discipline, 
in  conformity  with  the  other  resolutions  passed,  in  connex- 
ion with  the  reports  Nos.  1  and  2  of  the  Committee  on  Sun- 
day Schools  and  Tracts,  which  were  designed  to  become  a 
part  of  the  Discipline." 

J.  F.  Wright  moved,  That  the  resolution  be  so  amended 
as  to  make  the  Sunday-school  superintendents  members  of 
the  Quarterly  Conference.    Laid  on  the  table. 

G.  Peck  moved  the  following : — 
Joonua   to  be     Resolved,  That  the  Editors  at  New- York  be  ordered  to 
pabiiahed.        publish,  in  book-form,  the  journals  of  this  G^eral  Confer- 
ence.   Adopted. 
PMtoni  AddKM     Resolved,  That  the  pastoral  addresses  be  published  in  all 
to  be  pabuahed.  ^^^  Church  papers,  and  be  also  appmided  to  the  volume  of 
the  journal. 

N.  Bangs  offered  the  following  :— 
Vote  of  thmnks     Besolved,  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  given  to  J.  P.  Ma- 
te j.  p.  Migee.  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  services  to  the  members  of  this  Confer^ioe. 
Adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Editors  and  Agents  at  New-Yovk 
be  a  Committee  to  revise  and  pubush  the  Discipline. 
Adopted. 

The  Conference  gave  J.  A.  Collins  the  privil^e  of  ad- 
dressing the  Conference.  Objections  being  made,  a  motion 
was  m^e  to  grant  him  time  to  finish  his  remarks. 

W.  H.  Gc^e  moved.  To  postpone  this  matter  indefi- 
nitely. 

The  previous  question  was  called  for  and  sustained,  and 
the  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  prevailed 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  conduct 
the  affiiirs  of  the  Church  Suit,  in  connexion  with  the  Agents, 
be  allowed  access  to  the  Genera]  Conference  documents  and 
records  as  they  may  find  necessary.    Carried. 
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Metolved,  That  the  Editor  of  the  dafly  Zion's  Herald  be       jone  i. 
permitted  to  publish  all  documents  adopted  by  this  Con-  Mitor  ofHenJd 
ference,  which  may  be  of  public  interest.     Carried.  nmwL.      ^ 

Hesdved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Confer-  vote  of  thanks 
ences,  m  General  Conference  assembled.  That  the  thanks  Gong^nti<^^ 
of  this  General  Conference  are  due  to  the  trustees  and  SjJjSp**'**''^* 
congr^ation  of  Bromfield-street  Church,  for  their  kind- 
ness in  furnishing  their  church  for  the  session  of  this  Con- 
ference. 

jResolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be  authorized  to  pay  J.  ^^^^'j^jpj^ 
H.  Power  his  salary  to  the  4ime  of  the  session  of  his  Con-  ^^  '  *  ^^' 
ference. 

The  journal  was  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 
The  Conference  adjourned,  sine  die. 
Prayer  by  N.  Ban^. 
Benediction  by  Bishop  Waugh. 

B.  Waugh, 
T.  A.  MosBiSy 
Edmukd  S.  Jakbs, 
Levi  Scott, 
M.  Simpson, 
OsMON  C.  Baxxr, 
Edward  B.  Ambs. 
B.  Grotxn,  Assistant  Sec*y, 


r.r      V-  •• 


APPENDIX. 


A.— BEFOBT  OF  THE  NEW-YORK  BOOK  AGENTS  TO  THE  GENERAL  OON- 
FERENGE.     1862. 

Fathers  and  Brethren, — In  presenting  their  report  for  the  last  four 
years,  your  Agents  would,  first  of  all,  express  their  devout  and  grateful 
acknowledgments  to  Almighty  Gq^  for  his  watchful  and  preserving 
care  exercised  over  hoth  themselves  and  their  assistants,  and  the  Institu- 
tion committed  to  their  trust. 

REAL  S8TATB. 

From  the  increase  of  business,  and  the  consequent  enlar^ment  of 
stock,  it  became,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Agents,  "  indispensably  neces- 
sary, to  carry  on  advantageously  "  the  business  of  the  Concern,  to  erect 
an  additional  building.  This  building  being  needed  mainly  for  manufac- 
turing purposes,  it  was  deemed  important,  for  convenience  of  machinery 
and  motive  power,  that  it  should  be  connected  immediately  with  our 
former  premises.  Instead,  therefore,  of  building  on  the  lots  already 
owned  by  the  Concern  on  the  opposite  side  of  Mulbeny-street,  a  lot, 
twenty-five  by  one  hundred  feet,  fronting  on  Mott-street,  and  connecting 
with  our  former  premises  in  the  rear,  was  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $4,000. 
On  this  lot  a  very  substantial  building,  five  stories  high,  with  a  basement, 
has  been  erected.  It  covers  the  entire  lot,  excepting  a  recess  on  the 
south  side,  eight  by  fifty  feet, for  light  and  air;  and  is  connected  at  every 
story  with  the  rear  of  the  former  bindery  by  means  of  strong  bridges. 
This  building  is  appropriated  mainly  to  the  business  of  the  bindery,  l)ut 
is  not  yet  fully  occupied.  The  addition  of  this  building  to  the  Concern 
has  enabled  the  agents  to  fit  up  a  second  depodtory  for  bound  stock, 
which  was  much  needed ;  and  to  make  other  changes,  which  add  greatly 
to  the  convenience  of  the  business. 

Permission  was  given  the  Agents,  by  the  last  General  Conference,  **  to 
dispose  of  the  four  houses  in  Crosby-street  whenever  an  advantageous 
opportunity  might  offer,  and,  with  ^e  advice  of  the  Book  Committee^ 
erect  other  houses  on  a  part  of  the  lots  recently  purchased  on  Mulberry- 
street."  No  advantageous  opportunity  having  offered  to  dispose  of  the 
houses  on  Crosby-street,  nothing  has  been  done.  The  Agents,  however, 
would  advise  that  the  same  permission  should  be  continued  for  the  next 
four  years.  All  the  main  reasons  ursed  for  this  change,  in  the  Report 
to  the  last  General  Conference,  still  hold,  and  with  incr^sed  force,  as  the 
accommodations  for  ''  exhibitions  and  balls  "  m  the  rear  of  the  premises, 
mentioned  in  that  Report,  have  been  greatly  enlarged,  and  the  annoyance 
consequently  increased. 


120  Report  of  th$  New- Twk  Bo^  Agents. 

THE  GEKEBAL  BUSIKEBB  OF  THB  OONOKRK. 

The  Agents  are  happy  to  report  the  business  of  the  Concern  for  the 
last  four  years  to  have  been  generally  prosperous.  The  amount  of  sales 
for  this  period  has  been  $653,190  78 — which  shows  an  increase  on  the 
sales  of  the  precedmg  four  yfeara  of  $165,068  74,  or  a  fraction  over 
thirty-four  pe«  cent.  The  profits,  too,  for  the  same  period,  show  an  in- 
crease over  those  of  the  preceding  four  years  of  a  little  over  thirty-two 
per  cent.,  or  $88,475  79  ;  yet  for  the  last  six  months  there  has  been  a 
falling  off  in  the  sales,  so  that  the  entire  sales  for  the  last  year  have  been 
less  than  those  of  the  year  before  by  $12,567  45.  Thb  has  been  owing, 
it  is  presumed,  partly,  to  the  fact  that  the  demand  for  the  new  Hymn- 
book  had  been  generally  met,  but  msdnly  to  embarrassments  in  the 
monetary  affairs  of  the  country. 

Flattering,  however,  as  is  the  state  of  the  Concern,  according  to  the 
above  showmg,  the  amount  of  sales  has  never  yet  been  what  it  ought  to 
be.  The  highest  point  they  have  ever  yet  attained  (which  was  in  1850) 
is  $202,358  27  ;  while  they  ought  to  reach  annually,  as  your  Agents  be- 
lieve, at  least  $250,000,  or  $1,000,000  every  four  years. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  profits  of  the  Concern  are  greatly  less  than 
they  should  be,  and,  under  other  management^  might  be ;  and  it  has  been 
suggested  that  it  would  be  better  to  alondon  the  Concern,  and  to  invest 
the  capital  in  some  more  profitable  stock.  The  Agents  cannot,  of  course, 
tell  what  the  results  would  be  under  other  management,  as  the  experi- 
ment has  not  yet  been  tried ;  but  under  the  management  to  which  the 
Concern  has  been  subjected,  according  to  the  provisions  and  directions 
of  the  General  Conference,  there  has  been,  for  the  last  four  yeara,  an 
coverage  net  profit  on  the  sales  of  the  Concern  of  a  fraction  over  twenty- 
seven  per  cent.,  and  on  the  capital  invested  of  about  seven  per  cent. 
These  profits  are  not  large ;  and  yet,  were  they  much  smaller  than  they 
are,  the  General  Conference  and  tiie  true  Methodist  public  would  be  very 
slow  to  believe,  as  your  Agents  apprehend,  that  it  would  be  better  to 
strike  down  that  noble  institution,  the  Book  Concern,  and  invest  the 
capital  in  other  and  (if  they  could  be  found)  more  profitable  stocks. 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern  must  not  be  regarded  solely,  or  even 
mainly,  in  its  relation  to  dollars  and  cents.  It  has  a  higher,  holier, 
nobler  aim — ^the  diffusion  of  a  sound  religious  literature,  and  the  spread 
of  Scriptural  holmess  over  the  land.  Viewed  in  this  relation,  its  import- 
ance cannot  easily  be  exaggerated.  (So,  indeed,  think  our  enemies— 
if  there  are  any  in  this  poor  world  who  hold  such  a  relation  to  us  as 
makes  proper  the  application  to  them  of  this  ugly  word.  After  our 
ever-moving  and,  to  them,  vexatious  itinerancy,  there  is  nothing  m  the 
arraogementa  and  applianc^  of  Methodism  they  so  much  dread  and  hate 
as  that  mammoth  Book  Concern,  and  in  nothing  would  they  rejoice 
more  than  in  its  destruction.)  Still,  though  money-making  is  not  the 
chief,  much  less  the  sole  design  of  the  Book  Concern,  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  there  is  a  book-maki])g  establishment  in  the  country  which 
would  have  excelled,  or  even  equalled  it  in  this  respect,  if,  instead  of 
paying  out  ]arge  portions  of  its  profits  annually  in  dividends  to  the  con* 
ferences  and  to  other  constitutional  objects,  these  profits  had  been  added 
to  the  capital  for  the  enlargement  of  the  business,  or  had  been  invested 
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in  profitable  stocks.  In  this  case,  instead  of  counting  its  hundreds  of 
thousands,  it  would  now  probably  count  its  millions.  As  it  is,  the  Con- 
cern is  ahnost  a  prodigy.  .  Taking  its  rise,  in  1*789,  m  |600  of  borrowed 
capital,  it  has  gradually  risen,  in  despite  of  all  its  constitutional  leaks  and 
drainings,  until  now  it  presents  a  capital  of  over  half  a  million  of  dollars  i 
So  much  for  the  business  tact  of  Methodist  preachers ! 

It  n^y  be  proper  in  this  connexion  to  say,  that  while  the  increase  in 
the  sales,  for  tne  last  four  years,  may  have  been  owing  mainly  to  the  new 
Hymn-book,  of  which  there  has  been  a  large  sale,  it  has  also  been  owing, 
in  some  degree,  probably,  to  improvements  in  the  quality  and  style  of  our 
publications.  To  these  points  the  Agents  have  given  special  atten- 
tion. They  have  aimed  at  a  middle  course,  as  best  suited,  in  their  judg- 
ment, to  the  character  of  the  Concern  as  a  religious  publishing  house. 
If  they  have  not  gone  as  far  in  omamentmg  their  pubUcations  as  some 
have  desired,  they  have  gone,  it  is  probable,  quite  beyond  the  tastes  and 
wishes  of  others.  Upon  the  whole,  however,  they  hope  that  the  pubU- 
cations of  the  Concern  are  now  generally  such  as  meet  the  tastes  and 
wants  of  the  Church. 

THE  OIRCITluATIOK  OF  BOOKS. 

The  great  importance  of  a  more  extensive  circulation  of  our  books  has 
been  felt  by  many ;  and  much  has  been  said  and  written  on  the  subject, 
and  several  new  plans  suggested. 

Some  have  recommended  conference  depositories,  to  be  located  within 
the  bounds  of  the  several  annual  conferences ;  others  are  in  favour  of 
establishing  small  depositories  in  cities  and  large  towns ;  while  many 
prefer  the  colporteur  system. 

To  the  first  there  would  be  the  following  objections : — ^The  cost  of  keep- 
ing up  these  establishments  would  average  about  $2000  per  annum,  and, 
in  the  aggregate,  would  amount  to  about  $60,000  a  year ;  which,  it  is 
feared,  would  be  more  than  the  entire  profits,  without  materially  lessen- 
bg  the  expenses  at  New- York.  There  is  another  objection  to  this  plan : 
it  will  require  twice  or  thrice  the  amount  of  stock  that  is  now  necessary. 
At  New- York  the  stock  could  not  be  reduced  with  safety  to  the  depos- 
itories, as  their  orders  would  frequently  be  large,  and  might,  several  of 
them,  be  received  at  the  same  time.  It  would  be  necessary  also  for  the 
depositories  to  be  well  supplied,  that  they  might  at  aU  times  be  prepared 
to  furnish  an  assortment  to  those  who  would  depend  on  them  for  their 
books.  Still,  it  may  be  proper  to  establish  a  very  few  depositories  in 
localities  far  distant,  and  not  easily  reached,  especially  in  the  winter  sea- 
son, from  New- York  or  Cincinnati. 

Small  depositories,  if  they  could  be  established  in  the  hands  of  men 
who  are  already  engaged  in  business,  and  on  cash  principles,  or  if  ample 
security  could  be  obtained,  would  not  be  so  objectionable,  and  woidd, 
no  doubt,  accommodate  those  who  might  wish  to  purchase  on  a  small 
scale.  For  Sabbath-school  books  in  particular,  it  is  believed  these  would 
operate  favourably.  But  there  are  few,  comparatively,  who  are  willing 
to  purchase  our  books  to  any  considerable  extent  for  cash  ;  and  it  would 
be  extremely  difficult,  and  in  many  instances  impossible,  to  get  such  se- 
curity, especially  at  d  distance,  as  could  be  relied  on. 
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The  colporteur  system  may  do  well  for  the  drculation  of  small  hocks 
and  tracts,  when  some  are  to  be  giren  away,  some  sold  at  half  price, 
and  some  at  full  price ;  and  when  mstitutions  are  sustained  wholly,  or 
even  partly,  by  public  collections  and  donations.  But  for  large  works, 
and  books  in  extra  binding,  as  many  of  ours  are,  and  when  institulions 
are  dependent  on  then:  own  resources,  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  would 
answer  at  all.  If  we  were  to  adopt  this  system,  it  would  be  found  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  obtam  the  right  men  to  be  employed  in  this  wodL 
Those  generally  who  are  willmg  to  engage  in  such  enterprises  are  men 
who  have  failed  in  business,  or  from  other  causes  are  out  of  employ- 
ment, and  perhaps  embarrassed  in  their  circumstances.  They  may  be 
good  citizens,  perhaps  members  of  the  Church;  but  how  are  we  to 
know  them,  especially  those  at  a  distance  ?  For  if  we  adopt  the  colpor- 
teur system  generally,  it  will  be  necessary  to  employ  men  from  the  St. 
John's  in  the  east,  to  the  Missouri  m  the  west — a  distance,  perhaps,  of 
three  thousand  miles ;  it  is  true  that  they  might  obtam  letters  of  rec- 
ommendation from  preachers ;  but  is  it  certain  that  preachers,  chang^ 
as  they  are  every  year  or  two,  would  be  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
them  and  their  circumstances  to  make  it  safe  to  trust  them  for  books  to 
any  considerable  amount  ?  To  think  of  selling  to  these  men  for  cash, 
is  out  of  the  question  ;  it  will  be  found  in  general  that  they  do  not  be- 
long to  that  class  who  have  funds  at  command.  Ninety  out  of  a  hun- 
dred would  expect  to  get  their  books  on  credit,  and  when  they  wanted 
more,  would  perhaps  pay  $50,  and  ask  an  additional  credit  of  $100 ; 
and  so  in  this  ratio  increase  their  indebtedness,  until,  in  many  instances, 
a  total  failure  would  be  the  result.  They  might  return  a  few  books 
which  they  could  not  sell,  and  which  had  been  so  injured,  by  transpor- 
tation and  otherwise,  that,  if  disposed  of  at  all,  tbev  must  be  sold  at 
great  loss.  On  investigating  the  causes  of  these  delmquencies,  it  would 
probably  be  found  that  they  had  appropriated  the  proceeds  of  the  books 
sold  to  the  payment  of  debts  contracted  previously  to  their  engagement 
with  the  Book  Concern,  or  to  the  support  of  their  families,  ana  they 
are  totally  unable  to  refund. 

It  may  be  thought  by  some  that  the  above  is  an  exaggerated  view 
of  the  subject.  But  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  Agents,  that  if  either  of 
the  above  systems  be  adopted,  and  relied  upon  as  a  principal  medium 
for  the  circulation  of  our  books,  their  fears  will  be  more  than  realized, 
and  we  shall  see  our  error  when  it  is  too  late  to  remedy  the  evil.  In 
their  opinion,  the  old  system  of  sending  out  books  on  conmiisuon,  under 
proper  limitations  and  restrictions,  womd  be  far  less  objectionable  than 
either  depositories  or  the  colporteur  system. 

Having  carefully  and  thoroughly  examined  the  several  plans  which 
have  been  suggested,  and  weighed  the  argimients  for  and  against  them, 
and  compared  them  with  the  one  adoptea  at  the  beginning,  your  Agents 
are  confirmed  in  the  opinion  they  have  long  entertamed,  tiiat  the  system 
of  circulating  the  books  by  the  agency  of  the  preachers  is  preferable  to 
all  others,  and  cannot  be  abandoned  with  safety  to  the  Concern. 

Tour  Agents  are  aware  that  it  is  thought  by  some  that  this  syst^ 
imposes  duties  which  are  mconsistent  with  the  ministerial  character,  and 
burdens  too  grievous  to  be  borne.     But  not  so  thought  Mr.  Wesley,  nor 
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our  fathers  m  Europe  and  America.  Mr.  Weeley  thought  it  no  disparage- 
ment to  either  write  or  sell  hooks,  the  price  of  which  was  one  penny ;  and 
there  are  still  some  among  ns  who  consider  it  hoth  an  appropriate  and  de- 
Ughtfiil  employment,  inasmuch  as  God  is  honoured  and  souls  are  benefitted. 

Our  people  must  in  some  way  be  supplied  with  our  books,  or  suffer 
great,  n  not  irreparable  loss.  And  who  is  so  well  qualified  for  this 
good  work  as  their  pastor,  who  is  supposed  to  understand  the  condition 
of  his  people  better  than  any  one  else  can,  and  who  is  required  to  watch 
over  them  as  one  "  who  must  give  account  ?**  And  while  he  is  solemnly 
bound  to  guard  them  against  reading  such  books  as  do  not  tend  to  the 
knowledge  or  love  of  God,  is  he  not  under  equal  obligation  to  see  that 
they  are  supplied  with  such  as  are  best  calculated  to  increase  both  ? 
In  this  reading  age  our  people  will  read  something,  and  if  they  are  not 
supplied  with  good  books,  they  will  read  others ;  and  the  effect,  in  either 
case,  will  be  visible :  for  books  will  have  their  in^uence  for  good  or  for 
evil,  and  wfll  tell,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  upon  the  eternal  destiny 
of  those  who  read. 

Thus  far,  under  this  head,  your  Agents  have  copied,  almost  verbatim, 
the  Report  made  to  the  last  General  Conference.  Four  years'  observa- 
tion and  experience  have  but  confirmed  them  in  the  truth  of  the  senti- 
ments advanced  in  that  Report,  and  thev  see  not  that  they  could  do 
better  than  reiterate  those  sentiments.  The  active  agency  of  the  preach- 
ons  is,  in  the  judgment  of  your  Agents,  indispensable  in  the  circulation 
of  our  books.  Unite  with  this  agency  any  other  safe  agency  you  may 
judge  proper,  provided  it  does  not  conflict  with  it ;  but  to  substitute  it  by 
an  J  other  your  Agents  believe  you  cannot,  without  serious  detriment^  if 
not  utter  ruin,  to  the  Book  Concern. 

THS  PKIOB  OF  OUR  BOOKS. 

There  is  still  some  complaint  about  the  price  of  our  books,  notwith- 
standing the  average  reduction  on  the  books  of  the  General  Catalogue 
of  fifteen  per  cent.,  made  by  order  of  the  last  General  Conference. 
That  this  complaint  is,  as  to  our  books  generally,  without  any  just  ground, 
any  one  may  satisfy  himself  who  wm  take  the  trouble  to  compare  our 
books,  as  to  price,  with  those  of  the  leading  self-supporting  publishing 
houses  m  the  country. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  those  who  complain  c^  the  price  of  our 
books  refer  usually  for  proof  of  the  justness  of  their  complaints  to  the 
J>iiblieations  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  apparently  not  knowing,  or 
at  least  not  considering,  that  that  institution  is  not,  like  the  Book  Con- 
cern, wholly  dependent  on  its  own  resources,  but  is  largely  aided  annually 
bj  donations  and  public  collections.  It  may,  consequently,  with  safety 
put  its  publications  at  cost,  or  below  cost,  or  even,  if  judged  proper, 
bestow  them  as  gratuities.  This  the  Book  Concern  cannot  do.  If  it 
live  at  all,  it  must  live  on  the  proceeds  of  its  own  business ;  and  its 
issues,  consequently,  must  be  put  at  a  price  which  will  not  only  cover 
expenses  and  the  wear  and  tear  of  machinery,  but  also,  at  least,  provide 
for  such  an  increase  of  capital  and  enlargement  of  business  as  may  be 
called  for  by  the  increasing  demands  of  the  Church,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  table  expenses  of  our  superintendents,  and  dividends  to  the  confer-: 
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eoees.  So  that»  even  if  theee  latter  items  were  whollj  left  out  of  tlio 
question,  and  the  books  put  at  a  price  that  would  merely  meet  expenses 
and  provide  for  the  necessary  increase  of  capital,  these  prices  cotud  not 
be  graduated  by  the  scale  adopted,  or  wluch  may  be  adopted,  by  the 
American  Tract  Society.  To  compete  fairly  with  that  society,  the  Book 
Concern  must  have  a  like  resource  in  voluntary  contributions. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  your  Agents  that  this  whole  naatter  of  prices 
needs  to  be  touched  with  a  very  careful  hand,  especially  at  this  time, 
when  the  Concern  is  probably  about  to  pass  through  an  exceedingly 
trying  ordeaL  If  reductions  are  ordered  at  all,  they  should  be  ordmd 
with  great  care,  in  view  of  all  the  facts  and  probjU)ilities  of  the  case^ 
and  without  the  least  regard  to  the  indiscreet  complunts  of  well-dis- 
posed, perhaps,  but  rash  and  inexperienced  men.  Theire  is  great  dan- 
ger that  the  Concern  may  be  embarrassed,  if  not  fatally  crippled,  by 
hasty  and  excessive  legislation.  The  largest  discretion,  in  relation  to 
prices,  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  Agents  whom  you  may  intrust  with 
the  management  of  the  Concern.  If  they  are  at  all  men  worthy  to  be 
intrusted  with  so  great  and  delicate  a  charge,  they  must,  from  &eir  po- 
sition and  circumstances,  very  soon  become  able  to  form  more  enlightened 
and  safe  judgment  in  rdation  to  this  whole  matter  than  those  can,  bo 
matter  what  are  their  abilities,  whose  occupation  is  totally  diffiKient. 
Finally,  if  your  agents  may  be  allowed  to  give  thdr  judgment  m  so 
weighty  a  matter,  they  will  say — Select  and  determine  the  objects  to  be 
provided  for  by  the  Concern,  and  then  leave  to  your  Agents  to  provide 
for  these  objects  in  the  li^ht  of  the  best  experience  they  can  command, 
and  wholly  untranunelled  by  rules  and  regulations  in  relation  to  prices  9nd 
discounts — ^the  General  Conference  fixing  only  the  relations  <tf  the  East- 
em  and  Western  Concerns  in  regard  to  discounts.  The  responsibility 
of  the  Agents  will,  we  acre  aware,  be  greatly  increased  by  this  measure ; 
but  the  true  interests  of  the  Concern,  and  of  the  cause  which  it  is  in- 
tended to  subserve^  will,  we  think,  be  promoted. 

PSRIODICALS. 

In  1849,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Book  Committee,  the  price  of 
the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  was  reduced  to  |1  25,  and  a  certain 
space,  by  permisuon  of  the  last  General  Conference,  was  allowed  for 
advertisements.  The  subscription-list  ran  up,  under  the  excitement  of 
this  measure,  from  about  seventeen  to  thirty-three  thousand.  In  1850 
it  declined  to  about  twenty-nine  thousand,  mainly,  it  is  presumed,  cfa 
account  of  the  advertisements,  which  gave  so  great  and  so  gen«nai  dis- 
satisfaction, that  they  were  thrown  out  at  the  close  of  the  volume  for 
that  year.  The  number  of  subscribers  has  since  gradually  increased,  and 
now  stands  at  about  thirty  thousand.  This  excellent  periodical,  so  far 
as  your  Agents  are  able  to  judge,  never  enjoyed  more  generally  the 
approval  and  confidence  of  its  patrons  than  it  now  does.  It  is  re- 
garded as  a  sound  and  able  advocate  of  the  doctrines,  general  poUty,  and 
established  usages  of  the  Church. 

The  Methodist  Quarterly  Review  has  attamed  an  eminence  among  the 
periodicals  of  its  class,  creditable  alike  to  its  editor  and  to  the  Church. 
Id  all  the  dements  of  a  religious  review,  it  is  regarded  as  among  the 
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taaly  if  not  the  very  firat,  in  the  country ;  and  jet  it  does  not  folly  meet 
ezpfenses.  Its  list  of  subscribers,  though  much  larger,  as  we  are  assured, 
than  that  of  any  other  Quarteiiy  m  the  country,  is  yet  greatly  below 
what  it  ought  to  be.    It  stands  at  present  at  about  three  thousand. 

The  Sunday  School  Advocate  not  only  retains  the  confidence  so  lib- 
erally extended  to  it  in  former  years,  but  steadily  increases  in  popularity 
and  usefulness.  It  has  now  a  circulation,  East  and  West,  of  about  ninety 
thousand.     Its  course  is  emphatically  onward. 

The  Missionary  Advocate  is  rapidly  increasing  in  circulation  and  useful- 
ness. We  are  now  printmg  thirty-three  thousmd,  and  the  list  will  proba- 
bly, in  the  course  of  the  year,  run  up  to  tlurty-five,  if  not  forty  thousand. 

A  demand  has  been  made  from  many  quarters  for  a  montiily  journal 
of  religion  and  literature ;  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  wants  of  our  people 
imperatively  demand  some  such  publication.  Hie  Quarterly  is  mtenoed 
to  be  the  oi^gan  of  the  highest  Hterature  of  the  Church,  and,  as  such,  it 
amply  fills  its  place ;  the  Ladies'  Repository  is  admirably  adapted  for  the 
class  of  readers  indicated  by  its  title,  and  its  success  fully  shows  the 
ability  with  which  it  has  been  conducted.  But  our  people  still  need  a 
Magatme  of  Current  Literature  ;  and  if  we  do  not  supply  them,  they  will 
mpply  themselves  from  other  sources.  Such  a  magazine,  fumishmg  in- 
structive and  interesting  reading  from  every  department  of  popular  hter- 
ature, science,  and  art,  and  conducted  in  a  rdigious  spirit  and  on  religious 
principles,  could  not  fail,  we  think,  to  find  a  large  number  of  purchasers, 
and  to  be  eminently  usefuL  From  the  ample  materials  furnished  m 
forei^  journals,  it  could  be  prepared  at  little  cost,  except  that  of  editing, 
printmg,  paper,  and  press-work,  and  could  be  sold  at  |2  per  annum,  if 
that  should  be  deemed  the  most  available  price. 

So  strongly  impressed,  indeed,  have  been  your  Agents  with  the  neces- 
sity of  such  a  publication,  that  they  brought  the  matter  to  the  attention 
of  the  Book  Committee  at  their  meeting  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  year, 
and  also  corresponded  with  the  Agents  of  the  Western  Book  Concern. 
The  Book  Committee  approved  of  the  object ;  but  both  they  and  we 
hesitated  as  to  the  propriety  of  commencing  the  publication  before  the 
meeting  of  this  Conference,  as  it  mi^ht  by  some  be  regarded  as  mcon- 
sistent  with  the  hnphed  will  of  the  last  General  Conference.  We  now 
oommend  this  matter  to  the  earnest  attention  of  this  body. 

CBUROH  FROFERTT  OASS. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  last  General  Conference,  being  de8m>u8 
''to  advance,  as  far  as  its  constitutional  powers  would  authorise,  toward 
an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  difficulty  between  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in  relation  to  the 
property  of  the  Book  Concern,  directed  that  the  Agents  should  ofifer  to 
submit  the  cliums  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  to  the  decision  of  disinterested  arbiters,  provided  they 
ihould  find,  on  takmff  legal  counsel,  that,  when  clothed  with  all  the  au- 
thority which  the  General  Conference  could  confer,  their  corporate 
powers  would  warrant  them  in  so  doing ;  or,  that  they  should  find,  upon 
taking  legal  counsel,  that  they  had  not  power  to  submit  the  case  to  vol- 
untary arbitration,  and  shoula  a  suit  at  law  be  commenced  by  the  Com- 
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missioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Sonth,  ihey  should  teild^ 
to  said  Commissioners  an  adjustment  of  their  preferred  claims  bj  a  legal 
arbitration,  under  the  authority  of  the  Court ;  or,  that  in  the  occurrence 
of  neither  of  the  above  contingencies,  the  bishops  were  requested  to  lay 
before  the  several  annual  conferences,  for  theur  concurrence,  a  resolution 
adopted  by  that  General  Conference,  to  so  far  suspend  the  sixth  restrict- 
ive rule  of  the  Discipline,  as  to  authorise  our  Book  Agents  at  New-Toik 
and  Cincinnati  to  submit  said  claim  to  arlntration/' 

As  soon  after  the  rise  of  the  General  Conference  as  the  other  and 
pressing  duties  of  the  Agents  would  allow^  they  took  the  advice  of  George 
Wood,  Esq.,  an  eminent  legal  gentleman  in  the  city  of  New- York,  and 
found  that,  when  clothed  with  aJl  the  authority  which  the  General  Con- 
ference could  confer,  their  corporate  powers  would  not  warrant  them  in 
offering  to  submit  the  case  to  arbitration.  Of  this  fact  they  notified  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  m  a  letter 
bearing  date  December  22,  18'48.  No  suit  having  been  commenced  by 
the  Commisdoners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  at  the 
opening  of  the  following  year,  the  bishops  proceeded  to  lay  the  above- 
mentioned  resolution  before  the  annual  conferences  for  their  concurrence, 
commencing  with  the  Baltimore  Conference.  This  measure,  which  was 
proceeding  with  encouraging  prospects  of  success,  was  broken  off  by  the 
commencement  of  suit  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  on  the  19th  day  of  June.  The  cause  was  ably  argued 
before  Judges  Nelson  and  Betts,  m  May,  1851,  by  D.  Lord,  Esq.,  and 
Hon.  R.  Johnson,  for  complainants ;  and  Hon.  R.  Choate  and  G.  Wood, 
Esq.,  for  defendants.  At  the  close  of  the  argument,  His  Honour,  Judge 
Nelson,  stated  it  as  his  opinion,  *'  that  it  would  be  much  better,  if,  after 
a  full  and  fair  investigation  botli  of  the  facts  and  law  of  the  case,  the 
parties  could  amicably  take  it  up,  and,  by  the  aid  of  friends  and  cotmsel, 
come  to  an  amicable  decision  of  the  controversy ;"  assuring  the  parties  at 
the  same  time  that ''  there  could  probably  be  no  reasonable  doubt  but 
that  an  amicable,  an  equitable,  and  honest  adjustment,  made  by  the 
representatives  of  the  different  branches  of  the  Church,  with  the  aid  of 
their  counsel,  sanctioned  by  the  Court,  would  be  a  bindmg,  and  valid, 
and  final  disposition  of  the  whole  controversy.'' 

Though  your  Agents  were  aware  that  it  belonged  to  the  CommissionerB 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  as  complainants  in  the  cause, 
to  take  the  initiative  in  negotiations  touching  an  amicable  adjustment; 
yet,  regardless  of  mere  form,  they,  in  conjunction  with  the  Agents  of  tbe 
Western  Book  Concern,  and  with  the  aid  of  their  counsel,  proceeded  at 
once  to  draw  up  and  sign  a  paper,  containing  a  proposition  to  adjust  the 
claims  of  the  Southern  Commissioners  by  means  of  arbitration.  But  be- 
fore this  paper  was  sent  off>  they  received  a  conomunication  from  Dr. 
Smith,  as  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  dated  May  29th, 
and  asking  whether  your  A^nts  had  any  proposition  to  make.  Having 
drawn  up  a  brief  reply  to  this  communication,  they  sent  it  and  the  paper 
above-mentioned  to  E.  L.  Fancher,  Esq.,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Com- 
missioners. This  paper  was  dated  June  2d.  A  reply,  dated  June  19th, 
was  received,  in  which  the  Commissioners  stated  that  thev  were  willing 
to  arbitrate,  provided  we  would  admit  their  claim  to  a  fuU  share  of  the 
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property  in  question.  As  this  was  the  very  point  in  dispute,  it  could  not, 
of  course,  be  admitted ;  and  so  negotiations,  in  reference  to  an  amicable 
settlement,  were  closed.  A  decision  in  favour  of  the  claimants  was  given 
by  His  Honour,  Judge  Nelson,  November  11th ;  and  a  decree  was  issued 
ifovember  26th,  based  on  this  decision,  adjudging  and  ordering  that  a 
pro  rata  share  of  the  property  of  the  Book  Concern,  mcluding  both  capital 
and  produce,  should  be  transferred  to  the  agents  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  Souths  and  referring  the  case  to  the  clerk  of  the  court,  to 
ascertain  and  report  the  amount  and  value  of  the  property,  <&c.  (See 
accompanying  documents.) 

In  malong  preparation  for  a  showing  before  the  clerk,  your  Agents 
soon  found  uat  they  could  not  rely  upon  the  ordinary  annual  Exhibits 
to  the  conferences ;  that  while  these  Exhibits  were  perhaps  sufficiently 
accurate  for  ordinary  purposes,  when  but  one  interest  was  involved,  they 
would  not  answer  in  view  of  a  division  of  the  property,  as  they  presented 
certain  species  of  stock  at  a  valuation  much  too  hi^h.  Tour  Agents, 
therefore,  found  it  necessary  to  make  out  two  sets  of  inventories  of  the 
bound  and  sheet  stock  for  1845  and  1852,  and  of  stereotype  plates  for 
1845 — one,  according  to  the  scale  of  prices  adopted  in  the  annual  Ex- 
hibits ;  and  another,  according  to  a  corrected,  and,  as  your  Agents  judged, 
true  scale — and,  laying  both  before  the  clerk,  to  insist  that  the  latter 
alone  could  be  taken  as  a  true  Exhibit  of  the  property.  All  this  in- 
volved, on  the  part  of  the  Agents  and  their  assistants,  an  amount  of 
care  and  toil  which  no  one,  perhaps,  who  has  not  gone  through  some- 
thing of  the  same  kind,  can  fully  appreciate*  They  had  to  so  through 
the  entire  Catalogues,  both  General  and  Sunday-^hool,  and  determine 
the  value  of  every  book  separately,  and  to  re-examine  and  revise  the 
prices  of  the  entire  list  of  stereotype  plates ;  and  this,  besides  making 
out  the  inventories  according  to  the  usual  scale  of  prices. 

Believing  that  a  free  and  full  conversation  between  themselves  and 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  on  the 
several  points  of  difference  which  might  arise  between  them  in  relation 
to  the  Exhibit  of  the  property  of  the  Concern,  prepared  to  be  laid  before 
the  clerk  of  the  court,  might  not  only  facilitate  a  settlement  of  the 
business  between  them,  but  also  lessen,  if  not  wholly  remove,  the  grounds 
of  discussion  and  dispute  before  that  functionary,  the  Agents  suggested 
such  interview  to  one  of  the  Commissioners,  who  happen^  to  be  m  New- 
Tork.  The  Conmiissioner  entirely  concurred  with  them,  and  stated  that 
he  and  his  associates  had  felt  the  propriety  of  such  a  meeting  between 
themselves  and  the  Agents,  but  nad  doubted  whether  it  belonged  to 
them  to  make  the  suggestion.  This  interview  was  had  on  the  31st  day 
of  March.  It  was  c3  short  continuance,  and  resulted  in  nothing  satis- 
factory. The  examination  before  the  clerk  commenced  on  the  12th  ult., 
and  was  continued  day  after  day  till  Saturday,  the  17  th,  when  it  closed. 
The  case  is  to  be  argued  before  the  clerk  of  the  United  States  Court, 
J.  W.  Nelson,  Esq.,  as  Master  Commissioner,  by  Messrs.  Lord  and  Fan- 
ofaer,  on  the  20th  inst.,  (April,)  and  then,  if  either  of  the  parties  should 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  Report  of  the  Commissioner,  it  will  be  ^V^ 
again  before  the  coiirt  before  the  final  decree  shall  be  ordered.  This 
decree  will  not  probably  be  issued  before  midsummer. 
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Bw— REPORT  OF  THE  KEW-TOR£  BOOK  COMMITTEE  TO  THE  GENERAL 
CONFERENCE,   1852. 

The  Book  Committee,  agreeably  to  the  .requirement  in  the  Discipline, 
present  the  following  Report  to  the  General  Conference,  on  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Book  Concern  at  New-Tork. 

The  Committee  have  examined  diligently  the  state  of  the  premises 
and  the  management  of  the  affairs,  each  of  the  four  years  since  the  last 
General  Conference,  and  are  happy  to  be  able  to  report  fayourably.  The 
premises  are  kept  in  good  condition ;  economy  of  time,  space,  and  ma- 
terial is  obsenred,  and  business  is  executed  with  promptness  and  regu- 
larity. Some  of  the  work-rooms,  however,  appear  to  the  Committee 
inconveniently  crowded  ;  but  this  difficulty  will  be  remedied  when  the 
new  building,  now  in  progress,  shall  be  comfpleted. 

The  Agents  have  shown  a  fidelity  and  capabQity  in  their  arduous 
duties  that  entitle  them  to  the  best  and  most  confidential  regards  of  the 
Church.  Their  duties,  during  the  recent  period  especially  of  their  offi- 
cial connexion  with  the  Book  Concern,  have  been  unusually  arduous  and 
trying,  and  they  have  richly  deserved  the  sympathy  of  their  brethren, 
as  well  as  their  gratitude  and  confidence. 

With  the  manner  of  keeping  the  general  accounts  of  the  Concern,  the 
Committee  have  been  highly  gratified.  In  so  vast  an  establishment,  with 
business  so  complicated  and  extensive,  uncommon  care  and  skill  are  re- 
quired to  avoid  mistakes,  and  keep  everything  in  an  accurate  manner, 
and  so  clear  as  to  be  readily  comprehended.  We  think  that  great  ex- 
cellence has  been  exhibited  in  this  department,  and  those  ends  success* 
fully  attained. 

The  Exhibii  of  the  Agents  will  present  the  particular  items  of  the 
Concern,  as  well  as  present  the  aggregate  value.  It  will,  therefore,  not 
be  necessary  for  the  Committee  to  do  more  than  call  your  attention  to  a 
few  prominent  facts. 

The  total  value  of  the  property  at  this  time,  dednctmg  twenty  per 
cent,  for  possible  bad  debts,  is  $603,189  62.  A  part  of  this,  as  you 
perceive  from  the  exhibit,  is  in  real  estate,  consisting  of  houses  and  lots, 
and  part  in  stocks.  The  profit  or  yield  from  the  entire  capital  for  the 
four  years  past,  is  as  follows : — For  the  year  ending  in  1849,  $32,833 
62;  for  1850,  $15,239  62;  for  1851  it  was  $47,561  42;  and  for  1852, 
$68,906  14.  The  diminution  of  the  profit  reported  in  1850,  was  ex- 
plained in  the  Exhibit  of  the  Book  Committee  that  year.  It  struck  us  as 
sometliing  strange  that  in  1850  the  amount  of  sales  was  $202,358  27, 
while  in  1851  the  amount  was  only  $189,843  57,  being  a  reduction 
in  pecnniaiy  value  oi  $12,567  45 ;  yet  the  profit  this  year  excelled  that 
of  the  year  before  by  $16,344  72.  This,  however,  was  satisfactorily 
explained  to  us  by  the  Book  Agents,  as  it  doubtless  will  be  to  the  GFen- 
eral  Conference.* 

In  the  judgment  of  the  Conunittee,  this  is  a  very  satisfactory  result 
It  should  be  remembered  that  none  of  the  works  sold  at  the  Book  Con- 
cern are  of  that  popular,  but  ephemeral  character  that  have  a  sudden 
^  See  the  Report  of  the  Book  Agents. 
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and  aoivenal  demandt  yieldiDg  an  immense  profit  for  a  season,  and  then 
passmg  into  oblivion.  They  are  snch,  for  the  most  part,  as  maintain  a 
steady  demand,  yielding  profits  somewhat  slow  but  uniform.  The  mode 
of  sale,  also,  and  the  heavy  discount  paid  to  preachers,  far  greater  than 
the  trade  ordinarily  pay,  greatly  reduce  the  profit;  hence,  as  large 
profits  as  a  private  bookseller  would  make  on  the  same  capital  cannot 
reasonably  be  expected.  Yet  with  the  profits  made  on  the  actual  amount 
of  sales,  we  believe,  after  close  calculation,  the  Conference  has  suffi- 
cient reason  to  be  satisfied. 

In  the  different  departments  in  the  establishment  there  are  at  pres- 
ent about  two  hundred  persons  employed.  Not  only  are  the  printing 
and  binding  done  here,  but  the  stereotype  plates  are  cast  on  the  prem- 
ises. All  the  works  issued  at  .present  are  stereotyped,  except  the  Chris- 
tian Advocate.  The  Sunday  School  Advocate  is  stereotyped,  and  du- 
plicate plates  are  made  for  every  number,  and  transmitt^  to  Cincm* 
nati  for  the  use  of  the  Western  Book  Concern. 

There  are  eight  power-presses  at  present  employed,  and  one  hand- 
press.  This  is  a  decrease  on  former  years  in  regard  to  number,  but  an 
mcrease  in  regard  to  effectiveness,  several  of  the  old  presses  having 
been  advantageously  exchanged  for  one  more  valuable.        * 

The  Committee  are  pleased  to  observe  a  constant  augmentation  in  the 
several  catalofi^ues.  During  the  last  four  years  there  have  been  added 
to  the  GenenS  Catalogue  sixty^eight  volumes,  of  which  eighteen  are  in 
8vo.  and  fourteen  in  IS^mo.,  the  rest  <^  smaller  size.  To  these  should 
be  added  the  revised  Hymn-book  in  the  various  sizes,  with  fresh  sets 
of  the  stereotype  plates.  To  the  Sunday-school  list  have  been  added 
three  hundred  and  thirty-four  volumes,  besides  the  Almanac  :  making 
a  total  of  seven  hundred  and  twentynseven  new  books,  besides  the 
Hymn-book.  To  this  must  be  added,  also,  eight  hundred  and  forty^^ 
four  pages  of  Tracts,  the  most  meagre  department  of  all>  for  which, 
however,  neither  agents  nor  editors  are  to  blame.  We  hope  to  see 
improvement  in  this  department  hereafter. 

DBP0SIT0BIE8. 

The  attention  of  the  Committee  has  been  turned  to  the  condition  of 
the  several  depositories.  This  is  always  a  subject  of  difficult  manage* 
ment  in  all  sunilar  establishments.  From  what  we  can  learn,  the  De- 
pository at  Pittsburgh  is  in  good  condition ;  it  supplies  an  important 
want,  and  is  doing  well. 

The  Depository  at  Boston  was  not,  at  the  commencement  of  this 
Committee  s  period  of  service,  in  as  good  a  state  as  oould  have  been 
desired.  The  Agents  were  therefore  advised  either  to  remove  it  entirely, 
or  place  it  on  a  more  satisfactory  basis.  The  latter  has  been  happily 
effected,  and  we  rejoice  that  it  is  now  in  a  state  highly  satisfactory,  and 
rendering  valuable  service. 

The  Depository  in  Nassau-street,  in  the  city  of  New-Tork,  known  as 
the  Branch  of  the  Book  Concern,  is  a-  subject  of  some  perplexity.  It, 
in  some  respects,  certainly  affords  convenience  to  the  Concern,  and  to 
preachers  apd  others  occasionally  visiting  the  city.     It  also  assists  in  the 
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oale  of  our  books  i&  the  city,  bat  it  can  hardly  be  said  to  yield  any 
profit,  though  it  occasions  no  loss.  On  the  whole,  the  Committee  think 
that  if  it  be  necessary  to  haye  an  establishment  of  the  sort  down  town, 
it  ought  to  be  on  a  more  creditable  scale ;  and  if  the  business  will  not 
justify  that,  it  would  be  better  to  abandon  it. 

PBRIODIGALS. 

Our  periodicals  constitute  one  of  the  most  important  interests  of  the 
Church,  and  demand  our  serious  con8iderati<»i. 


I.   THE  CHRISTIAN  ADyOOATE  AKD  JOURNAL. 

The  subject  of  reducing  the  price  of  the  Christian  Advocate  was  laid 
before  the  last  General  Conference  in  the  Report  of  the  former  Book 
Committee.  It  was  one  of  the  topics  first  presented  to  our  considera- 
tion. After  much  inquiry,  careful  estimates,  and  earnest  thought,  the 
Conunittee  recommended  to  the  Book  Agents  to  reduce  the  price  to 
$1  25,  except  to  ministers,  who  were  to  be  charged  $1.  The  insertion 
of  advertisements,  also,  to  a  limited  extent,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Book  Agents  and  Editor,  was  recommended.  It  was  hoped  that  the 
number  of  subscribers  might  be  raised  from  19,000 — ^the  number  at  the 
time  of  the  last  General  Conference — ^to  40,000,  which,  with  the  charges 
in  advertisements,  would  have  yielded  a  handsome  profit.  In  these  ad- 
culations  we  have  been  somewhat  disappointed.  The  subscription-list 
has  never  reached  the  number  anticipated,  and  it  was  found  that  the 
advertisements  gave  so  much  dissatisfaction  that  it  was  deemed  best  to 
discontinue  them.  This  has  reduced  the  receipts  from  the  Advocate 
very  considerably.  Still,  the  Committee  are  not  prepared  to  recommend 
a  return  to  the  former  price.  It  is  still  hoped  that,  by  greater  exertion 
on  the  part  of  the  preachers,  the  subscription-list  may  be  greatly 
enlarged,  and  the  Committee  are  not  yet  fully  satisfied  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  admitting  advertisements.  A  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject is  recommended  to  the  General  Conference. 

Under  the  former  terms,  the  yield  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and 
Jomiial  was  annually  about  |8,000.  The  yield  for  the  last  year,  includ- 
ing 1680  6Y  for  advertisements  inserted  before,  but  not  paid  for  till  last 
year,  was  $3,495  69.  The  difference  appears  considerable ;  yet  when 
it  is  remembered  that  all  subscriptions  are  now  paid  in  advance,  and  that 
a  great  portion  of  the  money  is  available  from  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
the  difference  in  profit  is  not  so  great  as  it  seems.  Indeed,  it  is  some- 
what doubtful  whether  there  is  any  actual  diminution,  all  things  being 
considered. 

II.   THS  fffJASaSSLLY  REVIBW. 

At  the  last  General  Conference,  the  number  of  subscribers  to  the 
Quarterly  Review  was  about  2,100  ;  it  is  now  about  3,000.     This  is, 

Serhaps,  nearly  equal  to  any  similar  publication  in  the  country ;  yet  it 
oes  but  barely  pay  expenses.     With  its  present  subscription-list,  some 
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may  vonder  ihat  it  does  not  yield  considerable' profit.  Bat  the  price  is 
uncommonly  low, — Slower  than  that  of  any  similar  work, — being  but  two 
dollars  per  annum*^;  and  of  the  subscribers,  two-thirds  are  ministers,  who 
pay  but  one  dollar  and  sixty  cents.  No  such  work  can  be  published  at 
that  price  and  make  a  profit.  Considering  the  high  character  of  the 
work,  it  certainly  deserves  a  better  patronage  in  so  Targe  a  community, 
in  which  there  is  no  other  work  of  the  kind. 

Under  the  able  management  of  the  Editor,  and  sanctioned  by  the 
Book  Committee,  considerable  modification  has  been  made  in  the  char- 
acter of  the  Quarterly.  Whether  this  accords  with  the  purport  of  the 
resolution  on  this  subject,  passed  by  the  last  General  Conference,  we 
cannot  exactly  determine.  One  thing,  however,  seems  clear.  The 
character  of  this  work  is  not  duly  appreciated  by  a  large  portion  of  the 
community  under  our  religious  instruction ;  yet  it  is  too  valuable  a  work 
to  be  discarded^  nor  ought  it  to  recede  in  literary  and  intellectual  char- 
acter. We  cannot  believe  the  Geneii^  Conference  would  wish  such  a 
blow  to  be  inflicted  on  the  character  of  our  Church  as  to  relinquish  a 
publication  which  reflects  so  much  honour  upon  us,  and  diffuses  so  much 
mtelligence  among  both  preachers  and  people;  yet  there  is  a  large 
portion  of  our  community  who  are  not  provided  with  any  suitable 
periodical.  Under  these  considerations  this  Committee  recommended  to 
the  Book  Agents  to  commence  the  publication  of  a  Monthly  Miscellany, 
provided  subscribers  could  be  obtained  suflScient  to  warrant  the  under- 
taking. Such  a  work,  more  permanent  than  a  hebdomadal,  less  elevated 
than  a  quarterly,  is  much  needed,  and  we  cannot  but  think  would  be 
largely  patronized.  We  commend  this  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Oeneral  Conference.  Should  it  be  thought  advisable  to  establish  such  a 
work,  then  we  would  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  add  some- 
what to  the  size  of  the  Quarterly,  and  make  some  addition  to  the  price. 

m. — BUNDAT  SCHOOL  ADYOCATB. 

This  work,  we  are  happy  to  say,  is  not  only  ably  conducted,  but  is 
emmently  successful.  It  now  numbers  70,000  subscribers,  and  yields 
annually  a  handsome  profit,  which,  however,  the  last  year  was  considera- 
bly reduced  by  some  extra  expenses,  which  will  not,  probably,  occur 
again.     Its  annual  profit  is  about  twelve  hundred  dollars. 

HTMN-BOOK. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  last  General  Conference  to  revise 
the  Hymn-book,  have  very  happily  executed  their  task.  When  com- 
pleted, the  manuscript  was  submitted  to  the  Book  Conomittee  and  the 
Editors,  who,  m  jomt  session,  carefully  examined  the  whole,  and  the  result 
was  a  conviction  that  the  work  had  been  executed  with  discriminating 
judgment  and  correct  taste,  and  that  the  thanks  of  the  Church  are  due 
to  the  Committee  for  their  faithful  and  judicious  labours,  and  especially  to 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Floy  and  Mr.  Robert  A.  West,  upon  whom,  as  a  sub-com- 
mittee, the  labour  chiefly  devolved.  By  these  means  our  Zion  has  been 
supplied  with  a  coUection  of  sacred  lyrics,  greatly  improved,  and  every 
way  adapted  to  her  wants. 
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At  the  last  General  Conference,  the  Editor  of  Supday  School  Books 
was  directed  to  revise  our  standard  Catechism,  tinder  the  direction  of  the 
Book  Committee  at  New- York.  The  attention  of  the  Committee  was 
early  called  to  this  subject,  and  a  plan  of  the  contemplated  work  sub- 
mitted by  the  Editor,  which  was  approved.  In  view  of  the  vast  import- 
ance of  this  work,  it  was  the  desh-e  of  the  Editor  that  suitable  assistance 
should  be  aflforded  him.  The  Committee,  therefore,  nommated  certdn 
brethren  to  be  associated  with  him,  consisting  of  one  of  the  bishops,  two 
well-known  and  highly-esteemed  brethren,  with  one  member  of  this  com- 
mittee. The  first  and  second  series  have  been  prepared  and  approved, 
and  the  third  is  in  an  advanced  state  of  preparation.  It  is  hoped  that 
all  three  will  be  in  readiness  to  be  laid  before  the  approaching  General 
Conference.  We  trust  that  our  Church  will  now  be  adequately  provided 
for  in  one  of  its  most  important  and  vital  interests. 

Lastly.  The  committee  would  call  the  attention  of  the  General  Con- 
ference to  the  decided  improvement  which  has  been  made  within  the  last 
four  years  in  the  style  of  bmding  at  the  Concern.  A  want  m  this  par- 
ticular began  to  be  pressingly  and  injuriously  felt.  It  was  easily  seen 
that  if  we  wished  our  books  to  go  mto  general  circulation,  they  must 
accord  m  their  external  appearance  with  the  general  demand.  This 
necessity,  we  believe,  has  now  been  met;  the  various  tastes  of  the 
community  are  sufficiently  provided  for,  so  that  none  can  reasonably 
complam  of  any  deficiency  in  that  department.  With  the  public  demand 
in  this  particular  there  is  a  disposition  fully  to  comply  on  uie  part  of  the 
Book  Agents,  and  those  especially  in  cha^e  of  the  bindery. 
All  ^^ch  is  respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed,)        D.  Fillmore,  Providenee  Conference, 
Joseph  Holdioh,  New -York     " 
A.  D.  Sarokakt,  New 'England  " 
Zbbulon  Phillips,  Troy  " 

Nelson  Rounds,  Oneida  " 

Thomas  Carlton,  Qenesee         ** 
John  A.  Colunb,  Baltimore     ** 
Nsw-ToBK,  FAruary  12, 1862. 


0-— REPORT  OP  THE  WESTEKBf  BOOK  OONOERN  TO  THE  GENERAL 
00N7ERENCE.    1852, 

Dear  Brethren, — ^In  compliance  with  the  rule  of  Discipline,  the 
Agents  submit  their  Report  of  the  Western  Book  Concern  at  Cincimiati 
for  the  four  years  ending  Tnth  this  date. 

From  the  accompanying  Exhibit,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  business  of 
the  Concern  is  in  a  healtiiy  and  prosperous  condition.  The  sales  for 
the  four  years  have  amounted  to  t200,829  53,  making  an  increase  of 
175,415  88,  over  the  precedmg  four  years. 

Most  of  the  old  claims  due  to  the  Concern  have  been  collected ;  so 
that  by  far  the  lai^est  proportion  of  the  debts  is  of  recent  date,  per- 


Btport  of  the  Cincinmti  Book  AgenU.  133 

haps  of  not  more  than  one  gear's  standing,  except  those  due  m  the  South. 
This  we  regard  as  a  great  improvement  in  our  collecticms,  but  stOl  there 
is  room  for  greater. 

Our  profits  for  the  four  years  are  $48,726  62,  being  $23,364  55 
more  than  the  profits  for  the  previous  tenn.  This  is  an  mcrease  in  the 
net  profits  more  than  proportionate  to  the  increase  of  the  business 
of  the  Concern.  This,  we  think,  is  mainly  owing  to  the  fact  that  we  do 
more  of  our  own  publishing  at  Cincinnati  than  formerly.  Nine  thousand 
dollars  of  the  profits  we  have  paid  over  to  the  Agents  at  New- York,  as 
the  Discipline  directs,  and  the  balance  we  have  merged  into  the  capital 
stock,  as  formerly. 

During  the  present  term  we  have  built  two  fire^proof  vaults~-one  in 
connexion  with  the  printing  office,  in  which  we  have  our  stereotype  plates 
deposited  for  safe  keeping ;  the  other  is  in  the  main  building,  and  is 
occupied  by  our  account-books  and  papers. 

The  growmg  demand  for  our  boolra  and  periodicals  made  it  indis- 
pensable for  us  to  enlaree  and  improve  our  prin^g  and  binding  facili- 
ties. We  have  supplied  the  place  of  our  old  boiler  and  engine  by  two 
new  boilers  and  an  engine  of  more  power,  and  added  a  heating  apparatus 
to  the  printing  office.  We  have,  once  the  last  General  Conference,  added 
three  large  Adams's  book-presses ;  so  that  we  now  can  run  five  power- 
presses — four  for  printing  books,  and  one  for  our  Western  Christian 
Advocate,  Sunday  School  Advocate,  <fec.  To  the  bindery,  we  have 
added  two  new  embossiiup-presses. 

The  cost  of  all  the  above  improvements  and  purchases  amounts  to 
about  112,000. 

We  have  issued  quite  a  number  of  new  works,  and  have  found  foi 
most  of  them  an  extensive  sale.  We  have  also  stereotyped  some  of  the 
smaller  works,  printed  at  New-Tork,  that  were  in  daily  demand,  and  a 
supply  of  which  could  not  be  kept  on  hand,  while  depending  on  receipts 
frran  the  East 

Our  periodicals  are  in  a  flourishmg  condition,  and  are  all  now  sent  out 
on  strictly  advance  terms.  After  uie  reduction  of  the  Advocate  and 
Journal,  and  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate,  to  |1  25,  we  found  it 
difficult  to  sustain  our  paper  at  |1  50  per  year,  and  feiu^d  that  there 
would  be  a  falling  off.  We  are,  however,  able  to  say  that  our  Western 
Christian  Advocate  has  been  steadily  on  the  increase.  We  are  now 
issuing  about  21,000,  making  an  increase,  since  the  last  General  Con- 
ference, of  10,000.  The  L^ies'  Repository  has  a  subscription-list  of 
about  13,000,  which  is  an  mcrease  of  5,000. 

Of  the  other  periodicab  we  issue  about  as  follows : — Sunday  School 
Advocate,  25,000  copies;  MiHsionary  Advocate,  5,000  copies ;  Christian 
Apologist,  3,874  copies. 

We  take  great  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  Apologist  is  How  support- 
ing itself. 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  General  Conference  at  its 
last  session,  we  have  greatly  increased  the  (German  publications.  The 
following  new  works  have  been  issued,  viZi : — 

1st.  22  new  Tracts,  embracing  404  pages. 

2dL  60  Children's  Tracts,  embnwing  400  pages. 
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Bd.  \6  Beading-books  for  Sunday-Scbool  Library,  embracbg  1,742 
pages. 

4th.  l-'Heward-book  of  48  pages — ^the  first  of  a  series  already  pre- 
pared for  the  press  by  the  editor. 

6tfa.  The  Life  and  Experience  of  Hester  A.  Rogers. 

6th.  The  Life  and  Labours  of  John  Wesley  and  his  principal  Co- 
labourers,  translated  by  Rev.  Wm.  Nast,  300  pages. 

7th.  A  Sunday-School  Hymn-Book»  containing  184  Hymns  and  100 


8th.  A  German  Almanac  of  32  pages,  quarto. 

9th.  A  German  Harmonist,  by  Rev.  S.  Wakefield. 

10th.  A  Grammar  of  the  German  Language,  illustratiii^  at  the  same 
time  the  Laws  of  Thinking,  by  Rev.  Wm.  Nast. 

The  two  works  last  mentioned  are  in  press,  and  will  be  ready  for 
sale  in  about  two  months.  This  would  make,  in  all,  about  3,796 
pages. 

When  it  is  considered  that  brother  Nast  has  not  only  to  edit  the 
Apologist  and  the  above  publications,  and  read  all  the  proofs  himself, 
but  that  he  compiled,  or  translated,  or  wrote  most  of  the  books  and 
tracts,  it  will  appear  clearly  that  he  had  no  time  left  to  undertake  so 
gi'eat  a  work  as  the  last  General  Conference  recommended  the  Agents 
to  publish  ;  viz.,  a  German  Commentaiy  on  the  Holy  Scriptures.  The 
same  remark  applies  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Western  Book  Com- 
mittee, to  publish  a  body  of  Systematic  Divinity  in  the  German  language, 
for  which  the  editor  has  made  considerable  preparation,  but  could  not 
find  time  to  put  it  to  press. 

AH  of  which  is  respectf«lly  submitted.     As  ever,  yours  in  Christ. 

Lerot  Swobmstkdt,  )    .       . 

JOHK   a  POWBB,  f  ^^*^'*- 

OnvoiKMATi,  March  81, 1852. 


D.— THE  REPORT  OF  THE  GENERAL  MISSIONARY  COMMITTEE  TO 
THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  OF  THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL 
CHITROH.    1852. 

Thk  General  Missionary  Committee,  in  conformity  to  the  rule  of  the 
Conference,  submit  the  following  report  of  their  doings  during  the  four 
years  past: — 

Of  the  number  constituting  this  oommittee,  by  appointment  of  the 
bishops  at  the  last  General  Conference,  one  has  be^  called  to  his  rewiurd. 
Our  beloved  brother,  William  H.  Roper,  of  the  Ohio  Conference,  met  in 
conmiittee,  and,  in  great  weakness  of  body,  indicated  his  fidelity  to  God 
and  the  Church  by  the  mterest  he  took  in  all  the  business  coming  before 
it,  at  three  successive  meetings.  His  intercourse  with  us  gi^eatly  endeared 
him  to  us  as  a  Christian  and  Christian  minister ;  and  we  avail  ourselves 
of  this  occasion  to  record  our  appreciation  of  his  great  and  many  excel- 
lencies. 

During  an  early  part  of  our  labours,  too,  the  late  respected  secretary. 
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Dr.  I^tman,  was  prostrated  by  disease,  add  hu  plaee  supplied  by  Dr. 
Durbin,  who  has  co-operated  efficiently  with  the  committee  since  his 
ooming  into  office. 

To  the  event  of  Dr.  Pitman's  physical  prostration,  the  nature  of 
which  is  known  to  the  Conference,  may  be  ascribed  the  fact  that  we 
have  no  record  of  the  proceedings  of  our  first  meeting,  which  convened 
in  June,  1848,  and  was  attended  by  P.  P.  Sandford,  S.  Luokey,  and  J. 
T.  Mitchell.  Diligent  search  has  been  made,  as  we  understand,  for  the 
record  of  pfoceedmgs  at  that  meeting ;  but  none  are  to  be  found  in  the 


Of  the  meeting  m  1849,  there  is  a  simple  record  of  the  appropriations 
to  the  different  departments  of  the  work,  namely,  199,085 : — ^To  Domestic 
Missions,  161,735;  Liberia  Misdon,  $21,000 ;  Oregon  Mission,  (4,500 ; 
South  American  Mission,  |1,000 ;  Chka  Mission,  17,000 ;  California 
Mission,  $2,000 ;  Mission  to  Germany,  $1,800.  At  this  meeting,  after 
much  discussion,  the  establishment  of  a  mission  to  Germany  was  agreed 
to  by  the  committee,  in  conjunction  with  a  sub-committee  from  the 
Board ;  and  all  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  were  concurred  in  by 
the  Board  at  a  special  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and  sanctioned 
by  the  bishop.  The  committee  having  received  communications  from  a 
number  of  hrethren  m  different  parts  of  the  work,  asking  for  increased 
appropriations  to  aid  weak  charges  which  gave  promise  of  becoming 
strong  ones,  in  many  cases,  and  able  m  return  to  contribute  for  benevo- 
lent purposes  if  they  could  ozily  receive  a  little  aid  for  a  short  time ; 
indicatmg,  also,  that  such  assistance  to  the  domestic  work  would  be  veiy 
satisfactory  to  the  people,  and  tend  to  increase  their  liberality  in  sup- 
porting the  cause ;  by  resolution,  requested  the  bishops  to  make  inquiry, 
at  the  several  conferences  they  might  attend,  as  to  the  amount  which 
might  be  required  in  each  to  supply  such  claims.  To  this  request  they 
promptly  responded  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  committee,  and  have  at 
every  succeeding  one,  which  has  furnished  reliable  data  to  guide  our 
operations  in  this  matter ;  and,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn,  the 
result  has  been  generally  satisfactory  to  the  conferences  and  the  people. 

May  2d,  1850,  the  conmiittee  met  at  the  Mission  Booms  in  New- 
Yoik.  Present,  P.  P.  Sandford,  S.  Luckey,  P.  Cartwright, W.  H.  Roper ; 
J.  P.  Durbin,  Secretary ;  G.  Lane,  Treasurer.  A  sub-committee  from 
the  Board  met  with  them. 

The  Treasurer,  by  request,  reported  the  pecuniary  results  of  the  last 
year.  Receipts  during  the  year,  including  a  balance  of  $3,256  19  in  the 
troasury  May  1st,  1849,  $107,885  73.  Disbursements,  $100,989  63. 
Leaving  a  balance  of  $6,846  10  in  the  treasury  at  that  date. 

After  surveying  the  whole  fields  and  obtaining  all  the  informaticNi 
they  could  as  to  the  probable  recdpts  of  another  year,  they  unanimously 
resolved  to  increase  tiie  appropriations  to  $135,000,  and  to  divide  it  by 
appropriating  $49,000  to  Foreign  Missions. 

The  Inshops  here  furaiahed  a  plan  of  the  B^isoopal  districts,  design 
nating  the  conferences  assigned  to  each  member  of  the  committee 
aocordinff  to  the  rule,  to  wit : — 

Pioviaence,  New-Engbuid,  New-Hampshire,  Maine,  East  Maine,  and 
Vermont,— Mark  Traf ton. 
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Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New-Jersey,  New-Tork,  New-York  Etet, — 
P.  P.  Sandford. 

Troy,  Black  Eiver,  Oneida,  East  Genesee,  Genesee,  and  MichigaEn, — 
Samuel  Luckey. 

Western  Yimnia,  Pittsburgh,  Eiie,  North  Ohio,  North  Indiana,  and 
Ohio,— W.  H.  Roper. 

Wisconsin,  Black  Biver>  Iowa»  Missouri,  Illinab,  and  Indiana, — ^Peter 
Cartwright. 

This  official  sanction  to  a  division  of  the  work,  when  it^came  to  be 
understood  by  the  conferences,  greatly  facilitated  the  operations  of  the 
committee  in  re^rd  to  both  correspondence  and  rem-esentation. 

The  appropnations  were  then  made,  by  an  addition  of  11,000  to 
Foreign  Missions,  thus : — 

Foreign  Missions, $50,000 

Foreign  population  in  the  United  States, ....  46,500 

Domestic  Missions,       .' 34,700 

Contingent  appropriations, 3,425 

In  all, 1134,625 

And  so  were  reported  to  the  Board  for  their  concurrence. 

In  the  Board  the  following  additional  appropriations  were  proposed, 
viz.: — 

Increase  to  the  China  Mission, .      |2,200 

Contingent  for  Foreign  German  Mission,   ....        3,000 
Do,  for  Oregon  and  California  Conference,  .      10,000 

Increasing  the  aggregate  to  $150,000. 

The  committee  concurred  in  these  propositions,  and  Bishop  Hedding 
ffave  his  official  sanction  to  the  prooeedmgs.  At  this  meeting  the  follow- 
mg  resolution  was  adopted : — 

JUsolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  make  inquiries  concern- 
ing  the  best  point  for  a  mission  in  India^  and  report  to  the  General  Com- 
mittee next  year,  and  in  the  meantime  to  the  Board,  if  desirable. 

May  2d,  1851,  the  committee  met  at  the  usual  place — all  the  members 
present.  P.  P.  Sandford  appointed  chairman,  and  John  Pi  Durbin 
secretary. 

The  Treasurer  reported  receipts  by  conferences,  which  amounted  in 
all  to  1126,471  31,  exceeding  those  of  the  preceding  year  $21,891  11. 

After  some  discusssion,  it  was  determmed  that  we  would  first  examine 
all  the  applications  for  aid  fb  carry  on  the  work,  both  foreign  and  domes- 
tic, and  ascertain  what  was  necessary  to  sustain  it  at  every  p<nnt>  and 
then  make  the  aggregate  the  basis  of  our  general  appropriation.  To  an 
appeal  for  the  means  to  meet  the  claims  of  the  work,  thus  carefully  made 
out,  it  was  believed  that  the  people  would  promptly  and  cheerfully 
respond. 

Followin|^  this  rule,  the  communications  from  the  Inshops  and  others 
were  examined,  and  the  records  of  the  Board  and  committees  of  the 
Board,  mcluding  the  correspondence  of  the  Secretary,  concerning  the 
Foreign  Ifissions,  were  referred  to,  which  resulted  in  a  general  appro- 
priation of  $170,000,  as  follows: — 
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To  Foreign  MisBioDs,  160,000 ;  German  Missions,  135,000 ;  Foreim 
population,  other  than  German,  $10,550;  English  domestic  won:, 
$39,850;  Border  work,  |1,000;  Incidental  expenses,  $400. 

On  the  28th  of  April,  1852,  the  committee  met  at  the  Mission 
Booms.  Rev.  J.  M.  TnmbK  appobted  by  Bishop  Morris  to  fill  tiie  place 
of  our  deceased  Brother  Roper,  appeared  and  took  his  place.  All  the 
members  in  attendance.     Organized  as  formerly. 

After  a  patient  and  thorough  investigation  of  the  pressing  wants  in 
the  different  departments  of  the  work,  it  was  resolved  to  appropriate, 
for  the  ensuing  year,  the  sum  of  $200,000,  which  was  divided  as  follows, 
viz.  ;— 

To  Foreign  Missions,  $77,577  49 ;  to  Domestic,  including  the  German 
work,  and  the  missions  to  the  foreign  population  other  than  Germans, 
$110,050;  for  contingencies  or  current  expenses,  $7,377  51;  contin- 
gencies allowed  by  constitution,  $5,000. 

The  committee  were  greatly  assisted  in  their  estimates  for  the  foreign 
work  by  the  records  of  the  several  committees  of  the  Board  having 
the  Foreign  Missions  under  their  charge,  and  the  correspondence  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Secretary.  The  practice  of  keeping  a  record  for  eacb  sepa- 
rate mission,  which  we  understand  has  been  lately  adopted,  is  entitled 
to  oar  commendation,  on  account  of  the  faciUties  it  furnishes  in  making 
out  the  estimates  necessary  to  sustain  the  foreign  work ;  and  we  hope  it 
will  be  continued. 

In  consequence  of  information  derived  from  a  communication  made  to 
the  Board  by  Brother  Lore,  of  South  America,  the  committee  resolved 
that  a  contingent  appropriation  for  renewing  the  mission  at  Monte  Video, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Board  and  bishop  having  the  charge  of  Foreign 
Missions,  be  allowed  to  the  amount  of  $2,000. 

The  committee  also  concurred  with  the  resolution  of  the  Board 
appropriating  $500  towards  a  mission  in  Norway,  Denmark,  and 
Sweden. 

S.  Luckey  was  charged  with  preparing  a  Report,  to  be  submitted  to 
the  General  Conference.  Adjourned,  to  meet  in  Boston  at  tiie  call  of  the 
Chair. 

Appendix. — Hie  records  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  committee  after 
the  last  General  Conference,  which  could  not  to  found  when  the  other 
papers  were  forwarded  from  New- York,  have  been  sent  on.  They  show 
that  the  committee,  met  on  the  18th  of  June>  1848,  and  that  the  sum 
appropriated  was  $80,000,  equally  divided  between  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic Missions.    All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

P.  P.  Sandford. 

S.  LUOKKT. 

P.  Cartwriobt. 

JOSBFH  M.  TbDCBU. 
iby  7, 1852. 


IQB  .     Eepart  of  the  Cmcinnaii  Book  CommUke. 


E.---REPOBT  OF  THE  BOOK  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  WESTERN  BOOK 
CONCERN.    1862. 

7b  the  General  (Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopcd  Church  in  Conference 

assembled. 

Dear  Brethrbn, — ^The  Committee  apDointed  by  tbe  last  General  C<hi- 
ference  for  the  Western  Book  Concern  m  Cmcinnati  have  met  annually, 
and  made  such  examinations  of  the  entu-e  state  of  the  Concern,  as  thdr 
time  and  circimistances  would  allow ;  and  it  affords  us  great  pleasure 
to  be  able  to  say,  that  on  each  of  our  visitations  and  investigations,  we 
have  found  all  things  pertaining  to  the  Concern  moving  on  regularly, 
harmoniously,  and  prosperously.  The  entire  establishment  is  in  a  good 
condition  for  carrying  on  the  business — a  suitable  place  for  everything, 
and  everything  in  its  place. 

It  will  be  seen,  from  the  Exhibit  of  the  Agents,  that  the  last  four 
years  of  this  Concern  have  been  more  prosperous  than  any  previous  ; 
and  there  has  been  a  gradual  increase  in  the  business  each  year, — ^the 
last  the  most  prosperous  of  the  fomr.  We  can  truly  say  that,  according 
to  our  best  judgment,  the  business  has  been  faithfully  and  ably  conduct^ 
by  the  Agents,  and  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  entire  confidence  of  this 
Conference  and  the  Church  at  large. 

The  editorial  departments  have  been  well  sustained  by  their  respective 
incumbents;  but  we  regret,  however,  that  any  cause  should  have 
occasioned  so  much  absence  of  the  Editors  of  the  Ladies'  Repositorv 
and  Western  Christian  Advocate.  Whether  these  periodicals  have  suf- 
fered in  consequence  thereof,  we  are  not  fully  prepared  to  say. 

The  Western  Book  Concern  is  a  powerful  and  increasing  instrumental- 
ity for  good  in  the  great  VaUey  of  the  West ;  and  we  doubt  not  but 
that  the  General  CoiS'erence  will  be  ever  ready  and  forward  to  increase 
its  efficiency  as  an  important  part  of  that  common  system,  by  which  we  are 
striving  to  spread  our  holy  Christianity,  in  its  power  and  purity,  over  all 
lands,  from  the  rising  to  the  going  down  of  the  sun. 

(Signed,)        Gxo.  W.  Walker,  Ohio  Oop^ermoe. 
£.  H.  PiLCHER,  Michigan 
L.  B.  GuBLET,  I^orth  Ohio 
Peter  Cabtwbight,  Illinois 
£.  G.  Wood,  Indiana 
H.  Crews,  Hock  Biver 
CiNOQiVATi,  Jpril  22, 1852. 


I  fully  concur  in  the  above  report,  except  so  much  of  the  third  para- 
graph as  censures  the  Editors  of  the  Repository  and  Advocate. 

G.  M.  BoswiOK,  North  Indiana  Conference. 
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F.— REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MISSIONa 
On  Revision  of  the  Chapter  in  the  DiacipUne  on  the  Support  of  Missions. 

Thk  Committee  on  MissionB  beg  leave  to  report,  for  adoption  by  tbe 
Conference,  a  reyision  of  tbe  cbapter  on  missions  for  insertion  m  the  Dis- 
cipline, instead  of  tbe  one  heretofore  existing. 

1 .  The  support  of  missions  is  committed  to  the  churches,  congregations, 
and  societies  as  such. 

2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Annual  Conference,  where  missions 
have  been  or  are  to  be  established,  to  appoint  a  standing  committee,  to 
be  denominated  the  Missi<Hi  Committee,  (which  shall  keep  a  record  of 
its  doings  and  report  the  same  to  its  conference,)  whose  duty  it  shall  be, 
in  conjunction  with  the  president  of  the  conference,  to  make  an  esti- 
mate of  the  amount  necessary  for  the  support  of  each  mission  and 
mission  school,  in  addition  to  the  regular  allowance  of  the  Disdpline  to 
preachers  and  their  families  from  year  to  year ;  for  which  amount  the 
president  of  the  conference  for  the  time  bemg  shall  draw  on  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Society  in  quarterly  instalments. 

3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Annual  Conference  to  form  within  its 
bounds  a  Conference  Missionary  Society,  which  shall  appoint  its  own 
officers,  fix  the  terms  of  membership  and  life-membership,  and  otherwise 
regulate  its  own  administration.  But  it  shall  pay  all  its  funds  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  Parent  Society. 

4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Presiding  Elder  to  bring  the  subject 
of  our  missions  before  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  of  each  circuit 
and  station  within  his  district  at  the  first  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference 
in  each  year ;  and  said  conference  shall  proceed  to  appoint  a  committee 
of  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  nine,  (of  which  the  preacher  in 
charge  shall  be  chairman,)  to  be  caUed  the  Committee  on  Missions,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  aid  the  preacher  in  charge  in  carrying  into  effect  the 
disciplinary  measures  for  the  support  of  our  missions. 

5.  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  preacher  in  charge,  aided  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions,  to  provide  for  the  diffusion  of  missionary  mtdligenoe 
in  the  church  and  congregation. 

6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  preacher  in  charge,  aided  by  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Missions,  to  institute  a  monthly  missionary  prayer  meeting  or 
lecture  in  each  society,  or  church  and  congregation,  wherever  practica- 
ble, for  the  purpose  of  imploring  divine  blessmffs  on  missions,  for  the 
diffiuBon  of  missionary  intelligence,  and  to  afford  an  opportunity  of  vol- 
untary offerings  to  the  missbnary  cause. 

7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  preacher  in  charge,  aided  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Misiiions,  to  appoint  missionary  collectors,  and  furnish  them 
with  suitable  books  and  instructions,  that  they  may  call  on  each  member 
<^  the  society,  or  church  and  congregation,  and  on  other  persons,  at  their 
discretion,  for  his  or  her  annual,  semi-annual,  quarterly,  monthly,  or 
weekly  contributions  for  the  support  of  missions.  Said  collectors  shall 
make  monthly  returns  (unless  otherwise  instructed  by  the  committee) 
to  the  preacher  in  charge,  or  to  the  miaocmary  treasurer  of  l^e  church. 
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if  there  be  sncli  treasurer  appointed  by  tbe  Committee  on  Miwdomi. 
Such  returns  shall  be  fairly  entered  in  a  book,  which  the  committee  shall 
provide,  together  with  the  collections  and  contributions  received  from 
other  sources.  Such  entries  shall  set  forth  the  name  of  each  collector, 
the  real  or  assumed  names  of  the  contributors  to  each  collector,  with 
the  amount  contributed  by  each. 

6.  Each  preacher  in  chaige  shall  report  at  conference  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  or  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Conference  Missionaiy 
Society,  a  plain  transcript  of  the  record  of  the  returns  provided  for  in 
section  seven,  comprehending  the  name  of  each  collector  in  his  charge, 
and  the  name,  real  or  assum^,  of  each  contributor  to  each  collector  of 
fifty  cents  or  upwards  during  the  year,  and  the  aggregate  sum  of  aD 
contributions  under  fifty  cents  each,  that  they  may  be,  by  said  Execu- 
tive Committee  or  Bosurd  of  Managers,  properiy  arranged,  by  districts 
and  by  chaiges,  for  publication  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Conference 
Missionary  Society,  together  with  the  contributions  and  collections 
received  from  other  sources,  unless  the  Conference  shall  by  vote  de- 
clare such  transcript  returns  and  such  publication  not  to  be  advisable. 

0.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  preacher  in  charge,  with  the  aid  of  the 
Committee  on  Missions,  to  present  once  in  the  year  to  the  societies,  or 
the  churches  and  congregations,  the  cause  of  misaons,  and  to  ask  pub- 
Mo  collections  and  contributions  for  the  support  of  the  same.  The  man- 
ner of  asking  and  taking  such  collections  and  contributions  shall  be  at 
the  discretion  of  the  pastor  and  tiie  Committee  on  Missions ;  with  this 
injunction,  that  the  pastor  shall  preach,  or  cause  to  be  preached  on  the 
occasion,  one  or  more  sermons ;  and  with  the  recommendation,  that  one 
whole  Sabbath  day  be  given  to  the  cause  on  this  annual  presentation  of 
missions  in  our  principal  churches  and  congregations. 

10.  It  is  eamestiy  recommended  that  each  Sunday  school  in  our 
churches  and  congregations  be  organized  into  a  missionaiy  society,  under 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  pastor,  tiie  superintendent,  and  teachers 
may  prescribe. 

11.  Each  Annual  Conference  shall  designate  the  monUi  or  months  m 
which  the  public  collections  and  contributions  for  missions  shall  be  taken 
irithin  its  bounds. 

12.  The  president  of  the  conference,  at  each  session,  shall  appoint  one 
of  its  members,  with  an  alternate,  to  preach  a  missionary  sermon  during 
its  next  succeeding  session,  at  suefa  time  and  place  as  the  officers  c^  the 
Conference  Missionary  Society  shall  designate ;  and  said  officers  shall 
cause  timely  notice  of  such  sermon  to  be  published  abroad. 

13.  It  will  be  expected,  in  the  ezammation  in  the  Annual  Conference, 
that  reference  will  be  had  to  the  faithful  performanoe  of  the  duty  <^ 
preachers  on  this  subject,  in  the  passage  of  character. 

14.  Each  Presiding  Elder  is  charged  with  seeing  that  the  foregoinff 
provisions,  so  far  as  applicable  to  his  district,  are  faithfully  executed 
within  his  district. 

15.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcoj^d  Church  shall  be  a  member  of  such  Annual  Con- 
fevenoe  as  he  may,  with  the  approbation  of  the  bishops,  select 

•  '10.  Any  Annual  Conferenee  may,  at  its  option,  by  a  vote  of  two- 
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thirds  of  its  members,  assume  tlie  responsibiHtT  of  supporting  such  mifr^ 
sions  already  established  within  its  own  limits,  as  have  hil^erto  been 
reported  under  the  head  of  "  Missions  in  the  destitute  portions  of  the 
regular  work ;"  and  for  this  punxsee,  it  shall  be  at  liberty  to  organize  a 
Conference  Domestic  Society,  wiw  branches ;  provided  such  organizations 
shall  not  interfere  with  the  collection  for  the  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  required  by  the  Discipline;  provided 
dUo^  that  in  case  more  funds  shall  be  raised  for  such  missions  than  are 
needed,  the  surplus  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Parent 
Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  at  New- York,  to  be  appro- 
priated to  such  mission  or  missions,  under  the  care  of  the  Society,  as  may 
be  designated  by  said  conference. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  order  of  the  committee. 

J.  P.  DuRBiK,  Secretary 

May,  18d2. 


O.— REaPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEB  ON  THB  HiBLE  CAUSEL    1862. 

Thb  Committee  appointed  by  this  General  Conference  to  consider  and 
report  on  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  Bible  cause,  desire  to  pre- 
sent the  following  as  then*  report : — 

It  is  not  necessary  in  this  place  to  dwell  on  the  necessity  of  a  free  and 
ample  circulation  of  the  wora  of  God,  nor  on  the  obligation  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  and  ministry  to  gire  the  Bible  to  the  world.  These  things 
none  among  us  doubt,  nor  wul  they  be  questioned  hj  this  General  Con- 
ference. All  admit  that  nothing  but  mischief,  in  various  forms  of  error, 
superstition,  impiety,  and  immorality,  results  from  withholding  the  Bible 
from  the  people ;  while  multiplied  blessb^,  secular  and  religious,  result 
firom  its  free  circulation.  Where  the  Bible  is  most  freely  circulated 
and  read,  we  find  piety,  morality,  intelligence,  and  civil  liberty  most 
abounding. 

Tour  committee  rejoice  to  learn  that  the  condition  of  the  BiUe  cause 
in  our  land  is  highly  encouraging.  Of  the  various  organizations  for  dif- 
fusing the  Holy  Scriptures,  we  may  barely  mention  the  American  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  among  the  Baptists,  the  Bible  and  Prayer-Book 
Society  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  the  Friends'  Bible  Society,  and  the 
Bible  Union  Society,  recently  established  by  a  portion  of  tiie  Baptist 
Church,  on  the  principle  of  a  new  veruon  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  These 
are  all  doing  something  toward  the  diffusion  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and 
are  Jabouring  with  more  or  less  success  m  the  good  cause. 

But  that  Society  toward  which  we  especially  look  for  the  supply  of  the 
country  with  the  word  of  God,  is  the  American  Bible  Society.  In  this 
noble  institution  we  have  a  deep  and  abiding  mterest.  In  the  year  1880 
the  Bible  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  disbanded,  and 
all  its  interests  meiged  in  the  great  nationtd  Society.  Since  that  time,  we, 
as  a  denomination,  have  relied  on  this  Society  as  the  agency  by  which  to 
carry  into  effect  our  purposes  and  de«res,  as  well  as  meet  our  wants  14 
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regard  to  the  distribution  of  the  Scriptures.  It  is,  then,  our  interest  to 
know  how  this  Society  prospers,  what  it  is  doing  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
world,  and  how  far  it  is  subserving  our  ends. 

Before  proceeding  to  these  sereral  topics,  it  may  not  be  mappropriate  to 
remark  that  the  American  Bible  Society  b  altogether  a  separate  and  dis- 
tinct organization.  As  its  sole  business  is  to  circulate  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
according  to  the  common  version,  without  note  or  comment,  and  nothing 
else,  it  cannot  have  connexion  or  union  with  any  other.  While  it  makes 
no  war  upon  other  associations,  and  desires  success  to  all  who  are  labour- 
ing  to  diffuse  Christian  knowledge  and  virtue,  and  is  ready  to  aid  them 
m  its  proper  sphere,  and  in  its  appropriate  modes,  yet  it  can  make  no 
entangling  alliances.  It  stands  upon  its  own  footing,  and  desires  to  work, 
if  we  understand  its  policy,  by  its  own  agencies. 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  this  Society  is  in  a  highly  pros- 
perous condition,  and  its  prospects  of  usefulness  were  never  more  flatter- 
ing. It  had,  in  the  year  1816,  but  a  small  beginning ;  but,  sustained  by 
the  prayers  and  liberality  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  guided  by  wise 
and  liberal  counsels,  it  has  attained  a  magnitude  and  importance  that 
make  it  one  of  the  glories  of  our  land.  The  last  year  of  its  operations, 
we  learn  from  an  abstract  of  its  Annual  Report,  presented  at  the  late  Anni- 
versary, has  exceeded  any  former  year,  m  the  amount  of  its  receipts  and 
the  extent  of  its  operations.  The  receipts  were  over  $308,000,  being 
more  than  $31,800  beyond  those  of  the  former  year,  while  the  number 
of  volumes  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  issued  by  the  Society  was  over  666,000, 
being  an  increase  of  more  than  73,000  over  the  year  before.  This  makes 
the  total  number  of  volumes  issued  smce  the  formation  of  this  Society, 
o^er  8,000,000  of  Bibles  and  Testaments.  Besides  this,  probably  an 
equal  number  have  been  issued  by  private  booksellers. 

The  copies  of  the  Bible  thus  issued  have  gone  into  all  parts  of  our 
country.  They  are  circulating  now  east,  west,  north,  and  south,  among 
white  and  coloured,  free  and  bond ;  while  many  have  been  sent  to  distant 
countries,  either  directly,  or  by  suppl3ang  foreigners  in  our  own  country, 
01'  by  our  chaplains  and  missionaries  in  forek;n  countries.  In  this  way 
many  Bibles  and  Testaments  have  gone  to  South  America,  and  Africa, 
and  China,  and  to  Italy,  Spain,  and  Fortu^. 

Besides  the  extensive  (Ustribution  of  Bibles,  we  also  learn  that  the 
Society  has  been  enabled  to  do  much  the  past  year  toward  printing  the 
Bible  in  foreign  lands.  The  aggregate  of  its  appropriations  to  the  for- 
dgn  work  was  nearly  $31,000. 

Inquiries,  we  behere,  in  no  captious  spirit,  have  sometimes  been  made 
as  to  the  principle  or  manner  of  the  foreign  appropriations.  We  have 
been  led  to  look  into  this  subject,  and  are  satisfied  that  the  utmost  fair- 
ness has  been  and  is  observed  by  the  Society  on  this  subject.  It  has 
been  said  that  the  money  raised  for  publishing  the  Bible  has  been  paid 
for  the  support  of  missionaries.  We  believe  there  b  not  the  least  ground 
for  this  assertion.  The  missionaries,  severally,  are  supported  by  their 
own  boards,  and  translate  the  Scriptures  as  a  part  of  their  missionary 
work,  the  Bible  Society  paying  nothing  for  translating,  except,  per- 
haps, in  a  few  cases,  where  a  native  has  been  hired  expressly  to  aid 
the  translator  or  to  correct  the  proof-sheets.     The  American  Bible 
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Society  pays  only  for  piintiDg  and  publisbmg  the  Scriptures  when 
translated. 

It  has  also  been  asked  what  security  there  is  for  an  impartial  i^endering 
of  the  original  text.  Safety  for  this  is  found  in  the  charter  of  the  Society. 
The  Society  is  shut  up  to  this  very  thing.  It  is  required  to  make  all 
Termons  in  foreign  lands  conform,  as  nearly  as  the  nature  of  the  language 
into  which  the  version  is  made  will  allow,  to  the  version  in  common  use 
among  us.  At  least  every  version  must  be  such  that  all  denominations 
can  use  it  equally.  The  translation  must  be  impartial.  Nothing  else 
accords  with  the  spirit  and  language  of  the  constitution  of  this  Society ; 
and  on  no  other  condition  would  appropriations  be  made  by  the  managers 
of  this  Society. 

From  careful  inquiry  and  observation  we  are  satisfied  that  the  American 
Bible  Society  is  eminentiy  catholic  and  liberal,  and  free  from  sectarian 
bias.  Its  agents  are  from  all  evangelical  denominations  patronizing  the 
institution,  of  which  our  own  Church  furnishes  its  full  proportion ;  its 
active  committees  are  formed  in  the  same  liberal  manner ;  and  its  gratu- 
itous grants  show  equal  impartiality. 

In  regard  to  grants,  both  of  books  and  funds,  we  have  just  reason  to 
be  satisfied.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the  immense  circulation  of 
the  precious  volume  in  our  own  country  by  this  Society  is  a  general 
blessmg  in  which  we  participate  in  common  with  others.  The  diffusion 
oi  religious  knowledge  is  a  general  good,  and  subserves  the  end  for 
which  we  live  and  labour.^  It  aids  us  in  the  objects  of  our  mission.  But 
in  addition  to  this  general  and  common  good,  we,  as  a  Church,  have  been, 
from  time  to  time,  recipients  of  special  grants  to  meet  our  various  ezi- 
genci^.  Liberal  appropriations  have  been  made  to  us,  and  continue  to 
be  made,  as  occasion  requires.  The  wants  of  our  home  work  have  been 
supplied  by  grants  to  our  Sunday-School  Union,  and  in  various  other 
ways.  At  the  request  of  our  Missionary  Board,  the  New  Testament  was 
published  in  Swedish  and  English  m  parallel  columns.  Our  missions- 
have  been  supplied  in  California  and  New  Mexico,  and  extremely  liberal 
grants  have  been  made  to  our  missions  in  China  and  Germany.  In  these 
appropriations  we  have  been  most  generously  dealt  by.  Indeed,  we  do 
not  know  of  any  arrangement  by  which  we  could  have  been  so  effectually 
and  economically  supplied  with  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  our  various 
departments  of  Christian  labour. 

Among  the  useful  labours  of  this  Society,  during  the  past  four  years, 
may  be  mentioned  the  complete  revision  of  the  entire  Bible,  and  expur- 
gation of  the  sacred  text  from  many  maccuracies  that  had  crept  mto  it  in 
passing  so  repeatedly  through  the  press.  The  full  statement  of  this 
work  would  occupy  too  much  time.  A  few  brief  remarks  may  not  be 
unacceptable  to  the  General  Conference.  The  work  of  revision  was  per- 
formed by  a  committee  of  clergymen,  of  distinguished  learning  and 
ability,  from  different  denominations — Rev.  Drs.  George  Peck  and  John 
M'Clintock  being  chosen  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  the 
revision,  the  royal  octavo  edition  of  the  EngHsh  Bible,  issued  by  the 
American  Bible  Society,  was  adopted  as  the  basis,  and  was  compared 
with  the  four  leadii^  British  editions;  namely,  those  of  London,  Oxford, 
Cambridge,  and  Edmbui^h,  and,  also,  with  the  original  edition  of  1611. 
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The  comparison  related  to  orthc^raphy,  capital  letters,  words  in  italic, 
and  punctuation,  together  with  the  contents  of  the  chapters  and  the  nin- 
ning  heads  of  the  columns.  Where  the  copies  consulted  were  unifonn, 
no  change  waa^made ;  and,  generally,  where  they  differed,  the  uniform 
usage  of  any  three  was  followed.  In  this  way  no  unauthorized  change 
was  admitted,  and,  mdeed,  no  deviati<m  whatever  &om  the  established 
yersion,  except  to  make  it  accord  as  nearly  as  possible  with  the  minda  of 
the  original  translators.  It  is,  therefore,  in  no  sense,  a  new  version,  but 
only  our  common  version  expurgated  from  the  blemishes  that  had  un- 
avoidably crept  into  it  in  the  various  editions  and  impressions  thai  had 
been  made  in  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  These  errors  or 
variations  were  found  to  be  about  24,000,  vet  among  all  these  was  not 
one  that  materially  affected  any  pcnnt  in  faith  or  practice.  It  may  be 
added  that  no  correction  or  alteration  was  made  but  with  the  unammons 
voice  of  the  committee. 

Your  committee  believe  that  in  thb  work  the  American  Bible  Society 
has  performed  a  service  for  which  every  lover  of  the  pure  word  of  Goci 
ought  to  be  grateful.  As  yet  only  one  new  set  of  stereotype  plates,  with 
the  last  emendations^  has  been  prepared,  and  that  in  royal  octaro. 
Others  will  be  prepared,  we  understand,  with  all  convenient  despatch. 

Your  committee  may,  likewise,  remark,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  increase  of  demand  for  the  labours  of  this  Society,  the  buildings  at 
present  in  use  have  become  entirely  inadequate,  having  neither  the  space 
nor  the  convenience  required.  The  Society  have,  therefore,  purchased 
ground  in  a  most  convenient  and  desirable  location,  and  are  about  erect> 
ing  a  spacious  and  commodious  structure.  The  friends  of  the  Bible 
cause  owe  it  to  the  sagacious  and  liberal  management  of  the  Board  of 
Managers,  that  the  erection  of  this  building  will  draw  nothing  from  the 
ordinary  funds  of  the  Society.  It  will  be  erected  by  funds  contributed 
for  this  special  purpose,  and  chiefly  in  the  city  of  New- York.  In  view 
of  the  above  facts,  your  committee  respectfully  submit  the  following 
resolution : — 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  this  delegated  General  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  highly  appreciate  the  unportance 
and  value  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  as  well  as  its  zeal  and  emdency ; 
that  we  acknowledge  the  great  blessings  that  we  and  our  sister  Churches 
are  receiving  from  its  wise  and  liberal  exertions  in  scattering  abroad  mul- 
tiplied copies  of  the  word  of  God ;  and  that  we  will  cordially  unite  in  its 
support,  and  encourage  our  ministers  and  people  everywhere  to  do  the 
same.  C.  Eluott, 

J.  HOLOIOH, 

D.  W.  Bbistol, 
A.  A.  Rbb8b» 
W.  Hunter. 
Boston,  Mass.,  Jlby  24, 1862. 
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H.— BEFORT  OF  THB  OOMMITTSE  OS  THE  OBBMAN  WOBK.--NO.  L 

The  Committee  on  the  German  Work  report,  That  they  have  care- 
fully considered  the  unanimous  petition  of  their  German  brethren  of  the 
Illinois  Conference,  praying  thk  General  Conference  to  appoint  two 
Editor?  for  our  German  publications,  one  of  whom  they  desired  to  com- 
pile a  Commentary  on  the  Holy,  Scriptures,  and  also,  that  he  should 
officially  visit  the  different  Annual  Conferences  with  which  the  German 
Missions  may  be  connected,  conduct  the  missionary  correspondence  for 
this  department,  and  represent  the  oomparatiTe  wants  of  the  German 
work  in  the  General  Mission  Committee. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  however  desirable  and  advanta- 
jB^us  it  might  be  to  have  a  German  brother  charged  with  these  great 
mterests,  and  clothed  with  such  functions,  yet  the  duties  could  not  well 
be  performed  by  an  Editor,  and  we  cannot  believe  that  the  demand  at 
present  would  justify  the  appointment  of  a  minister  to  that  especial  work, 
nor  can  we  see  how  a  suitable  man  could  be  spared  from  the  regular 
labours  of  the  miiustry  to  serve  in  this  office. 

As  it  regards  the  publication  of  a  Commentary  in  the  German  language, 
your  committee  are  f tdly  convinced  that  there  is  no  publication  which 
the  German  people  need  more,  or  that  would  promise  greater  usefulness. 
Under  the  same  conviction,  the  General  Conference,  at  its  late  session, 
advised  it,  and  authorized  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  to  publish  such 
a  Commentary.  But  the  time  of  the  Editor  was  wholly  occupied  with 
the  enlarged  Apologist,  and  the  compilation  of  Sunday-school  and  other 
books. 

In  order  that  a  Commentary  may  be  prepared  within  the  next  four 
years,  the  Editor  must  have  a  regular  assistant,  elected  by  the  General 
Conference,  and  other  occasional  help;  or  the  Book  Agents  must  be 
authorized  to  furnish  him  with  such  eoitorial  assistance  as  he  may  need 
for  his  whole  work.  And  as  your  committee  cannot  see  how  a  suitable 
minister  can  be  spared  from  other  important  departments  of  the  work, 
they  submit  for  the  consideration  and  adoption  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence the  following  resolutions,  viz. : — 

1.  Reeclved,  l%at  the  German  Editor  be  instructed  to  prepare  for 
publication  within  the  next  four  years  a  brief  Commentary  on  the  New 
Testament. 

2.  That  two  German  ministers,  and  one  from  the  English  department, 
be  appointed  by  the  bishops  a  committee,  and  pass  upon  the  work  before 
it  is  published. 

3.  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cmcinnati  are  hereby  authorized  and 
instructed  to  furnish  tbe  Editor  with  all  the  help  he  may  need  for  his 
whole  work  to  any  amount  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  annually. 
All  Of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

[Signed,]        John  F.  Wright,  Ohairnum. 

10 
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It-report  of  the  cobimitteb  oh  the  gebman  work.— no.  n. 

Ws  find  the  German  work  in  a  state  of  firreat  prosperity.  'VHthin  the 
last  four  years  oar  mission  fields  in  this  c^partment  have  been  greatly 
enlarged,  and  many  new  ones  have  been  adopted  and  occupied.  The 
Lord  has  blessed  the  labours  of  our  German  missionaries  with  most  signal 
success ;  through  their  instrumentality, thousands  of  German  immigrants 
have  heard  the  joyful  sound  of  a  free,  full  and  present  salvation,  and  a 
pure  Christianity  has  been  sent  back  to  the  fatherland,  which  is  'spread- 
ing a  salutary  and  saving  influence  over  the  country  of  Luther  and  the 
birthplace  of  the  Reformation. 

This  glorious  work,  like  many  other  features  of  Methodism,  has  been 
from  the  beginning  distinctly  marked  to  be  of  God,  and  has  expanded 
in  accordance  with  the  openings  of  Providence  and  the  force  of  circum- 
stances. Not  only  has  a  deep  impression  been  made  upon  the  German 
population  out  of  our  Church,  but  the  conviction  is  forced  upon  many 
American  minds,  that  this  gracious  work  is  so  far  from  being  ephemeral, 
that  it  IB  destined  to  spre»l  over  this  and  other  lands  where  Germans 
live,  and  will  continue  so  long  as  the  German  language  is  spoken. 

The  policy  adopted  at  the  session  of  the  Genera]  Conference  in  1848, 
to  include  the  German  itinerant  preachers  in  certain  specified  conferences 
irrespective  of  the  boundary  lines  within  which  their  fields  of  labour  may 
lie,  has  worked  well,  and  has  been  crowned  with  the  divine  bles«ng. 
But  the  number  of  German  preachers  in  the  Ohio  and  Illinois  Confer- 
ences has  increased  so  much,  that  mutual  convenience,  as  well  as  the 
future  success  of  the  German  work,  makes  some  change  indispensably 
necessary.  To  meet  this  necessity,  a  great  majority  of  the  German 
preachers  in  the  Ohio  Conference  propose  and  advocate  in  the  memorial 
referred  to  your  committee,  the  organization  of  an  Annual  Conference, 
to  include  all  the  German  itinerant  preachers  and  their  fields  of  labour 
hitherto  connected  with  the  Ohio  Conference.  This  conference,  though 
consisting  only  of  German  preachers,  is  proposed  to  do  its  business  just 
as  every  other  conference  in  the  English  language.  The  memorialists 
argue  in  favour  of  this  plan  with  considerable  zeal  and  strength,  and  ought 
not  to  be  suspected  of  any  want  of  attachment  to  their  t)rethren  who 
speak  only  the  English  language,  or  any  desire  to  be  less  controlled  by 
the  constituted  autnorities  and  regulations  of  the  Church  of  their  choice. 
Their  only  aim  is,  as  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has  done  so  much 
for  them,  to  improve  the  talents  put  mto  their  hands  in  the  best  possi- 
ble way,  to  become  efficient  Methodist  preachers  in  every  respect,  and  to 
make  their  members  sound  and  well-trained  American  Methodists. 
Thinking  that  this  could  be  best  accomplished  by  the  organization  of  a 
separate  Annual  Conference  for  the  German  travelling  preachers  now  con- 
nected with  the  Ohio  Conference,  they  propose  this  measure,  and  cer- 
takly  furnish  many  plausible  and  stropg  reasons  for  such  an  arrange- 
ment. 

Tour  committee,  however,  while  they  appreciate  the  reasoning  of  their 
German  brethren  and  award  to  them  the  purest  motives,  cannot  concur 
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widi  their  petition,  and  are  nnanimonsly  of  the  opinion*  that  the  erection 
of  a  separate  Annual  Conference  for  German  preachers  is  not  expedient. 
The  disadyantages  arising  from  such  a  measure  at  present,  would,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  outweigh  the  advantages  which  our  German 
brethren  expect  to  derive  from  it.  It  would  diminish  the  deep  interest 
and  lively  sympathy  and  co-operation  of  thev  American  brethren  for  the 
German  work,  produce  more  or  less  alienation  of  feelmg,  and  cause  im- 
pressions which  our  German  brethren  do  not  wish  to  make. 

The  committee  is  confirmed  in  this  view  of  the  memorial  iVom  Ohio, 
by  the  fact  that  one  whole  German  District  in  the  Ohio  Conference  does 
not  wish  a  separate  Conference ;  and  that  the  German  brethren  of  the 
Illinois  Conference,  who  are  situated  like  those  in  Ohio,  prefer  a  distri- 
bution of  their  number  into  two  Conferences  to  a  formation  into  a  separate 
Conference.    * 

The  committee  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  German  itin- 
erant preachers  be  attached,  for  four  years  to  come,  to  the  following 
Conferences : — 

1.  The  Pittsburgh,  the  North  Ohio,  and  the  Cincinnati  District,  with 
the  exception  of  Lawreneeburgh,  be  connected  with  the  Ohio  Annual 
Conference. 

2.  The  North  Indiana  District,  as  it  now  is,  and  the  Indiana  District, 
with  the  addition  of  Lawreneeburgh,  be  connected  with  the  South-East 
Indiana  Conference. 

8.  The  St.  Louis,  the  Missouri  and  the  Quincy  Districts,  with  the 
exception  of  Pekin  and  Peoria  Missions,  be  connected  with  the  Illinois 
Conference. 

4.  The  Wisconsin  and  Iowa  Districts,  with  the  addition  of  Pekm  and 
Peoria  Muasions,  be  connected  with  the  Rock  River  Conference. 

5.  The  German  Missions  in  the  east  remain  in  connexion  with  the  New- 
York  Conference. 

[Signed,]        John  F.  Wrioht,  Chairman. 


J.— REPORT  OF  THE  OOMMITTEE  ON  LAY  DELEGATION,  TO  THE  GENERAL 
CONFERENCE.   1852. 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  and  memorials  on 
the  subject  of  Lay  Delegation,  respectfully  beg  leave  to  report : — 

That  they  have  examined  the  memorial  and  address  presented  by  the 
del^ates  from  the  Convention  in  favour  of  Lay  Delegation,  held  in  Phil- 
adelphia in  March  last ;  and  also  the  address  presented  by  the  del^ates 
from  the  Conference  of  laymen,  held  in  Philadelphia  durmg  the  present 
month,  in  opposition  to  that  movement ;  and  also  the  petitions  and  memo- 
rials presented  to  the  Conference  from  various  parts  of  the  Church, 
chiefly  against  any  alteration  of  the  present  economy  of  the  Church. 

They  have  also  heard  with  pleasure  the  statements  made  before  the 
committee  by  the  delegates  from  the  Convention  and  from  the  Confer- 
ence, and  they  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  Christian  spirit,  and  the 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  Church,  especially  as  to  its  Itinerancy  and 
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%]Boopacy,  manifestad  by  the  various  speaken  who  reprasented  boA 
these  bodies. 

After  having  fully  coiuddered  the  petitions  and  ai^guments  presented, 
and  having  exammed  the  probable  effect  the  introduction  of  Lay  Dele- 
gates into  the  General  and  Annual  Conferences  would  have  upon  the 
interests  of  the  Church,  your  committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that 
such  a  change  is  inexpedient.  As  this  subject  has  been  on  various 
occasions  in  the  history  of  our  Church  fully  discussed,  your  committee 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  enter  at  present  into  any  argument  in  support  of 
their  views.  While  they  highly  appreciate  the  spuit  which  chfuacter* 
izes  the  movements  of  Uiose  brethren  who  advocate  a  change,  and  while 
they  most  ardently  desire  the  full  and  cordial  co-operation  of  the  laity 
and  ministry  in  bJI  our  enterprises,  still  they  are  fully  convinced  that 
the  proposed  change  woidd  not  be  advantageous  to  the  interests  of  the 
Church. 

Tour  committee  must  also  add  that  they  doubt  whether  any  other 
system  has  ever  secured  the  co-operation  of  the  laity  with  the  ministry 
more  efficiently  than,  has  the  Methodist  economy.  Our  fathers  were 
more  pre-eminently  distinguished  for  their  "  worlm  of  fjEtith  and  labours 
of  love,"  and  the  same  spirit  is  stiU  manifested  in  their  sons  in  the  gos- 
pel There  is  a  wide  field  for  activity  presented  in  the  various  offices 
and  agencies  employed  in  the  Church ;  tnis  sphere  is  constantly  widen* 
ing,  and  a  large  mscretion  is  already  accorded  to  the  various  Annual 
Conferences  m  reference  to  financial  arrangements. 

Tour  committee  have  also  ascertained,  both  from  the  petitions  pre- 
sented, and  from  the  facts  withm  their  own  personal  knowledge,  emanat- 
ing as  they  do  from  all  sections  of  the  work,  that  there  is  a  strong  oppo- 
sition in  the  great  mass  of  membership  to  ihe  proposed  change.  They 
therefore  present  the  following  resolution : — 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpe£ent  so  to  alter  the  economy  of  the  Church 
as  to  introduce  Lay  Delegation  into  the  General  and  Annual  Conferences. 

(Signed,)        M.  Ratmond,  Secretartf, 


K.— REPOBT  ON  BOUNDARIES.    1852. 

Thb  New  "York  Conference  shall  consist  of  the  territory  now  included  m 
the  New-Tork,  Poughkeepsie,  Rhinebeck,  Delaware,  and  Newbui]^  Dis- 
tricts. 

The  New  -  York  East  Conference  shall  consist  of  the  East  New-Tork, 
the  New-Haven,  the  Hartford,  and  the  Long  Island  Districts,  including, 
in  the  city  of  New-Tork,  all  those  charges  lying  east  of  a  line  running 
through  the  Third  Avenue,  Bowery,  Chatham-street  and  Broadway. 

The  Providence  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut  lying  east  of  the  Connecticut  River,  all  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  with  MiUville  and  Blackstone  stations  in  Massachusetts,  and  also 
that  part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  lying  south-east  of  a  line 
drawn  from  the  north-east  comer  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  to  the 
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mouih  of  the  Neponaet  River,  which  line  shaU  so  nin  as  to  leave  Wal- 
pole  station  and  Qoincy  Point  within  the  bounds  of  the  New-Ei^la&d 
Conference. 

The  New-JSngiand  Confertnee  shall  mclude  all  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts lying  east  of  the  Green  Mountains  not  embraced  in  the  New- 
Hampshire  and  Providence  Conference. 

The  MiUns  Conference^  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State  of  Maine 
lyii^  west  of  the  Eennebeck  River,  from  the  mouth  to  the  Great  Bend 
below  Skowhegan,  and  of  a  line  running  from  thence  north  to  the  State 
line»  (including  Skowhegan  and  Augusta  stations  in  Maine  Ccmference,) 
and  that  part  of  New-Hampshire  lying  east  of  the  White  Hills,  and 
north  of  the  waters  of  the  Ossipee  Lake. 

The  &8t  Maine  Ctn^erence  shall  include  tliat  part  of  the  State  of 
Maine  not  included  in  the  Maine  Conference. 

The  NevhSampehire  Cfurference  shall  mclude  all  the  State  of  New- 
Hampshire  not  embraced  in  the  Maine  Conference,  and  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  north-east  of  the  Merrimack  river. 

The  Vermont  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Vermont,  except 
that  part  lyin^  west  of  the  top  of  the  Green  Mountains,  embraced  in 
the  Troy  Comerence. 

The  Troy  Coherence  shall  include  the  Troy,  Albany,  embracing  Rich- 
mondville  station  from  Oneida  Conference,  Saratoga,  Poultney,  Burling- 
ton, Platt8bur|h,  and  St.  Albans  Districts. 

The  Black  Bwer  Ccfi^erence  shall  mclude,  together  with  Rose  drcuit, 
that  part  of  the  State  of  New- York  west  of  the  Troy  Confer^ce, 
not  embraced  in  the  East  Genesee  Conference,  as  far  south  as  the  Erie 
Oanal,  and  all  the  societies  on  the  immediate  banks  of  said  canal,  except 
Utica,  Canistota,  Montesuma,  and  Port  Byron. 

The  Oneida  Cot^erence  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State  of  New- 
York  south  of  ihe  Black  River  Conference,  and  east  of  Ca3ruga  Laike, 
and  north  of  aline  running  east  from  Newfield  to  Ithaca.  From  thence, 
following  the  Cattskill  turnpike  to  Greene,  and  from  thence  following  tiie 
same  line  of  road  through  Mason^Ue  to  the  New- York  Conference,  in- 
cluding all  the  charges  uirough  which  said  line  passes.  From  thence  on 
the  west  line  of  the  New-York  Conference  to  East  Worcester.  From 
thence  on  the  west  line  of  the  Troy  Conference  to  the  Erie  Canal,  in- 
cluding Fort  Plain. 

The  Wyoming  Cof^^rence  shall  mclude  that  part  of  the  State  of  New- 
York  not  included  in  tiie  Oneida,  East  Genesee  and  New-YcH-k  Confer* 
ences,  and  the  Susquehanna  and  Wyommg  Districts  m  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, including  Stoddartsville  circuit 

The  Ikat  Geneeee  Conference  shall  contain  all  that  part  of  the  State  of 
New- York  west  of  Black  River,  Oneida  and  Wyoming  Conferences,  and 
east  of  the  Genesee  River,  excepting  Lima  station,  including  the  whole 
of  the  city  of  Rochester,  together  with  so  much  of  the  State  of  Penn* 
^ylvania  as  is  included  in  the  Elnura  and  Conung  Districts. 

The  Geneeee  Cw^ence  shall  include  all  that  part  of  the  State  of 
New- York,  including  Lima  staticm,  west  of  the  East  Genesee  Confer- 
ence, except  so  much  as  is  mcluded  in  the  Erie  Annual  Conference,  and 
also  Smithport,  Coudersport  and  Bradford  circuits  in  Pennsylvania. 
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The  JSrie  Conference  sliall  be  bounded  on  the  ncnih  by  Lake  Erie,  on 
the  east  by  a  line  commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Cattaraugus  Creek,  thenoe 
up  said  creek  to  the  village  of  Lodi,  leaving  said  village  in  the  Genesee 
Conference,  thence  to  the  Alleghany  River,  at  the  mouth  of  Tunanquant 
Creek,  thence  up  said  creek,  eastward  to  the  ridge  dividing  between  the 
waters  of  Clarion  and  Sinnamahoning  Creeks,  thence  south  to  the  head 
of  Mahoning  Creek,  thence  down  said  creek,  exclusive  of  the  Milton 
society,  to  the  Alleghany  River,  thence  across  said  river  in  a  north-west- 
erly direction  to  the  Western  Reserve  line,  including  the  north  part  of 
Butler  and  New-Castle  circuits,  and  also  mcluding  Petersburgh,  thence 
west  to  the  Ohio  Canal,  thence  along  said  canal  to  Lake  Erie,  including 
Akron  and  Cleveland  city. 

The  Ohio  Conference  shall  commence  at  the  south-east  comer  of  the 
North  Ohio  Conference,  and  thence  south,  following  the  course  of  the 
Muskingum  River  to  its  junction  with  the  Ohio  River,  including  the  city 
of  Zanesville  and  the  town  of  Marietta,  thenoe  down  the  Ohio  River  to 
the  mouth  of  Ohio  Brush  Creek,  thence  north  to  the  south-east  coiner 
of  Fayette  County,  leavin^^  Sinking  Spring  circuit  and  Bethesda  and 
Rapid  Forge  Societies  in  Highland  County,  west  of  this  line,  and  Washing* 
ton  circuit  east,  except  Fa^eld,  which  shall  be  left  west  of  said  Ime, 
thence  north-west  to  the  western  boundary  of  said  county  of  Fayette, 
thence  in  a  due-north  direction  to  the  southern  boundary  of  the  North 
Ohio  Conference,  leaving  Vienna  circuit  west  of  said  line,  thence  east 
with  the  southern  line  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference  to  the  place  of 
beginning. 

The  Cincinnati  Conference  shall  commence  at  the  mouth  of  Ohio 
Brush  Creek,  and  shall  be  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  Ohio  River,  and 
on  the  west  by  the  Indiana  State  line,  to  the  southern  bounds  of  the 
North  Ohio  Conference,  at  the  south-west  comer  of  Dark  County,  thence 
eastwardly  along  said  line,  so  as  to  exclude  the  Sidney  and  Delaware 
Districts  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference,  to  the  boundary  of  the  Ohio 
Conference  at  its  junction  with  the  southern  line  of  the  North  Ohio  Con- 
ference, thence  in  a  south-eastwardly  direction  with  said  western  line  of 
the  Ohio  Conference  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

The  Kentucky  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Kentucky,  except- 
ing so  much  of  said  State  as  is  included  in  the  Western  Yirginia  Confer- 
ence. 

The  North  Ohio  Conference  shall  embrace  all  that  part  of  the  State 
of  Ohio  not  included  in  the  Ohio,  Cincinnati,  Pittsburgh  and  Erie  Confer- 


The  Pittsburgh  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Erie 
Conference,  on  the  east  by  a  line  running  along  the  tops  of  the  Alleghany 
Mountains  to  the  southern  line  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  thence  west 
along  said  line,  to  the  south-east  comer  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
thence  along  the  line  of  the  Western  Virginia  Conference  to  the  Ohio 
River,  thence  down  said  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Muskingum  River, 
thence  up  said  river,  exclusive  of  the  towns  of  Marietta  and  Zanes- 
ville, to  the  Tuscarawas  River,  thence  up  said  river,  exclusive  of  the  town 
of  Massillon,  to  the  line  of  the  Erie  Conference. 

The   Weetem    Virginia    Conference  shall  be   bounded  as  follows- 
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J  at  ihe  south-west  comer  of  the  PennBylvanis  fine,  thence  along 
line  to  the  north-east  comer  of  Ohio  County,  Yii^ginia,  so  as  to 
include  Wheeling  Creek  mission  and  Triadelphia  circuits ;  thence  the 
most  direct  way  to  Short  Creek,  so  as  to  include  the  Short  Creek  and 
Lihert^  circuit,  thence  down  said  creek  to  the  Ohio  River,  thence  down 
said  nver  to  the  mouth  oi  Big  Sandy  River,  thence  up  said  river,  so  as 
to  include  the  Charleston  District ;  on  the  south  and  east  it  shall  be 
bounded  by  the  Baltimore  Conference  to  the  Pennsylvania  State  line, 
thence  westward  by  said  line  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

The  Michigan  Uonference  shall  include  the  State  of  Michigan. 

The  Indiana  Conference  shall  be  bounded  as  follows,  viz. :— ^BegiEUiing 
at  the  mouth  of  Silver  Creek  on  the  Ohio  River,  thence  with  said  creek 
to  the  Jeffersonville  Railroad,  thence  by  said  rai)ix>ad  to  Rockford,  thence 
by  the  East  Fork  of  White  River  to  Columbus,  thence  by  the  Madison 
and  Indianapolis  Railroad  to  Franklin,  thence  by  the  Plank  Road  to  the 
Bluffs  of  White  River,  thence  north  by  said  river  to  the  southern  line 
of  the  Donation  of  IndianapoUs,  thence  east  by  said  line  to  Meridian- 
street,  thence  north  by  said  street  to  its  intersection  with  Market-street, 
thence  west  by  Market-street  to  the  Donation  Ime,  then  south  by  said 
Donation  line  to  the  National  Road,  thence  by  the  National  Road  west 
to  the  intersection  of  the  Greencastle  State  Road,  one  and  a  half  miles 
west  of  StUesville,  thence  with  said  State  Road  to  the  town  plat  of 
Greencastle,  thence  due  south  to  Seminary-street,  thence  by  said  street 
to  College-street,  including  the  second  charge  m  Greencastle,  together 
with  lot  No.  168,  thence  due  south  to  the  southern  border  of  the  col- 
lie grounds,  upon  a  line  equally  dividing  the  coll^  campus  and  build- 
,  mgt  uience  due  west  to  the  Wamut  Fork  of  Eel  River,  thence  down  said 
river  to  its  intersecticMi  with  the  National  Road,  thence  with  said  road  to 
the  western  line  of  the  State,  including  all  the  towns  on  the  National 
Road  west  of  Indianapolis  m  Indiana  Conference,  except  the  city  of 
Terre  Haute,  thence  by  the  State  line  to  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash  River, 
thence  by  the  State  line  to  the  mouth  of  Silver  Creek,  the  place  of 


Vorth'WesUm  Indiana  Cofrferenee  shall  embrace  all  of  north- 
western Indiana,  bounded  north  by  the  State  and  Lake  of  Michigan, 
east  by  the  Michigan  Road  and  St.  Joseph  River,  south  by  Indiana  Con- 
ference, and  west  by  the  State  of  Illinois ;  also  the  city  of  Terre  Haute, 
with  so  much  of  Uie  city  of  Indianapolis  within  the  Donation  as  lies 
north  of  Market-street,  and  west  of  Meridians-street,  with  all  the  towns 
on  the  Michigan  Road  except  Logansport.. 

The  North  Indiana  Cwrference  shall  mdude  all  of  north-eastern 
Indiana,  bounded  north  by  ^chigan,  east  by  Ohio,  south  by  the  National 
Road,  and  west  by  the  Michigan  Koad  as  far  north  as  South  Bend,  thence 
down  St.  Joseph  River  to  Sie  Michigan  State  line ;  also  the  town  of 
Logaaisport,  all  the  towns  on  the  National  Road  east  of  Indianapolis,  and 
so  much  of  the  city  of  IndianapoUs  within  the  Donation  as  lies  north  of 
Market-street,  and  east  of  Meridian-street 

The  South'Ikistem  Indiana  Cmferenee  shall  include  all  of  son^- 
eastem  Indiana,  bounded  north  by  the  National  Road,  east  by  Ohio, 
south  by  the  Ohio  Raver,  and  west  by  the  Indiana  Conference ;  so  much 
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of  the  city  of  lodianapKoliB  ivithm  the  Donation  as  lies  south  <^  Market- 
street,  and  east  of  Meridian-street,  and  all  the  towns  and  societies  on  the 
line  between  Indiana  and  South-Eastern  Indiana  Conferences. 

The  JRock  Eiver  Conference  shall  include  all  the  State  <^  Illincns  lying 
north  of  the  line  of  the  lUinds  Conferencei  not  included  in  the  Wiscon- 
sin Conference. 

The  Wisconsin  Conference  shall  include  the  territory  embraced  in  the 
State  of  Wisconsm,  with  the  addition  of  so  much  of  Council  Hill  and 
Monroe  circuits  as  lies  within  the  State  of  Dlinois,  and  all  tiie  TerritOTy 
of  Mumesota. 

The  lotoa  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Iowa»  and  the  Territory 
of  Nebraska ;  except  so  much  as  is  occupied  by  the  Indian  Missions  now 
in  connexion  with  the  Missouri  Conference. 

The  Illinois  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  Illinois  not  included 
m  Soudi  Illinois  Conference,  south  of  the  following  line,  namely :  Begin- 
ning at  Warsaw  on  the  Mississippi  Ri^er,  thence  to  Yennont,  thence  to 
the  mouth  of  Spoon  Rirer,  thence  to  the  Indiana  State  line,  embracing 
Warsaw,  Vermont,  Hayana  circuit,  Bloomington  station,  and  Danville 
circuit. 

The  Southern  Illinois  Conference  shall  include  all  the  State  of  Slinon 
lying  south  of  the  following  line :  Beginning  on  the  Mississippi  Rirer  at 
Gilead,  in  Calhoun  County,  thence  east  to  the  north-west  comer  of  Jersey 
County,  thence  with  the  northern  line  of  said  countr,  thence  with  the 
Macoussin  Creek  east  of  Carlinville,  thence  east  to  Hillsboro',  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  to  leave  Hillsboro,  Carrolton,  Greenvile,  Carlinville, 
and  Hillsboro'  circuits  within  the  Illmois  Conference;  thence  east 
through  Fayette  and  Eflingham  Counties,  to  the  north-west  comer  of 
Jasper  County,  thence  wiSi  the  north  line  of  Jasper  and  Crawford 
Counties  to  Wabash  Biver  and  Indiana  State  line. 

The  Missouri  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Missouri,  except 
that  part  lying  soudb  of  the  Osage  River,  and  west  of  Miller,  Pulaski, 
and  Ashley  Counties,  and  that  part  c^  the  Nebraska  Territory  embracing 
the  Indian  Missions  in  said  territory. 

The  Arkansas  Conference  shall  include  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Tetas, 
and  so  much  of  New-Mexico  as  lies  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
that  part  of  the  Indian  Territory  west  of  Arkansas,  and  so  much  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  as  is  not  included  in  the  Missouri  Conference. 

The  Baltimore  Conference  shall  mclude  all  that  part  of  Viiginia  not 
embraced  in  the  Western  Virginia,  Pittsbuigh,  and  Philadelphia  Con- 
ferences^  and  which  is  bounded  by  a  line  commencing  at  die  nkouth  of 
the  Rappahannock  River,  running  with  said  river  to  the  hei^l  wateiB 
thereof,  (including  Fredericksburgh,)  thence  by  the  Blue  Ridge  to  New 
Biver,  taking  in  Floyd  circuit,  thence  by  New  River  to  the  boundary  of 
the  Western  Virginia  Conference ;  and  the  Western  Shore  (tf  Maryland, 
except  a  small  portion  included  in  the  Western  Virginia  Conference,  and 
that  part  of  Pennsylvania  lying  east  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains  and 
west  of  the  Susquehanna  River,  including  Huntingdon  and  Northumber- 
I^uid  Districts. 

The  FhUadelpkia  Cor^erenee  shall  mclude  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Mary- 
land and  Viiginia,  the  State  of  Delaware,  and  all  that  part  of  Pennsyl- 
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lyin^  between  the  Susqnehaima  and  Delaware  Biven,  except  8o 
much  as  is  included  in  Baltunore,  TlTyoniing,  and  New-Jersey  Con- 
feieDces. 

The  Nwf-Jwmy  Owrferene«  shall  include  the  whole  State  of  New-Jer- 
sey, Staten  Island,  and  so  much  of  the  States  of  New-Tork  and  Pennsyl- 
vama  as  is  now  included  m  the  Newton  and  Paterson  Districts. 

The  Oregon  Conference  shall  embrace  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

The  Cali/omia  Oor^erenee  shall  embrace  the  State  of  CaSfomia,  the 
Territory  of  Utah,  and  so  much  of  the  Territory  of  New-Meiico  as  lies 
west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

Liberia  Cor^erence,  There  shall  be  an  Annual  Conference  on  the 
Western  Coast  of  Africa,  to  be  denominated  the  Liberia  Mission  Annual 
Conference,  possessing  all  the  rights,  powers,  and  privileges  of  other 
Annual  Conferences,  except  that  of  sending  delegates  to  the  General 
Conference,  and  of  drawing  its  annual  divided  from  the  avails  of  the 
Book  Concern  and  of  the  Charter  Fund. 


Lr-MEMORLAX  OF  THE  EDITOR  OF  TRACTS  TO  THE  GENERAL 
CONFERENCE. 

Dbar  Fatbebs  akd  Brxthrbn,— a  sense  of  duty,  growio^  out  of  the 
relations  I  have  for  several  years  sustained  to  the  Tract  cause  in  our 
Church,  constrains  me  to  address  you  on  a  subject  of  general  interest 
and  importance. 

It  is  probably  known  to  you  all,  that  we  have  not  now,  and  have  not 
hsd  for  a  series  of  years,  any  fOTmal  omnization  of  a  Tract  Society. 

It  appears  in  the  history  of  our  Church,  that  as  early  as  1617  a 
Tract  Sodety  was  institute,  ''with  a  view  of  furnishing  the  poorer 
classes  of  the  community  with  regions  reading."  In  this  movement 
our  people  followed  the  example  d[  the  great  and  good  Mr.  Wesley, 
whose  efforts  to  print  and  circulate  cheap  religious  reading  were  in 
advance  of  all  smmar  efforts  and  enterprises. 

This  Tract  Society,  however,  was  very  limited  in  its  resources  and 
SQpp(»rt,  and,  after  a  few  years  of  experiment,  was  transferred  to  the  book 
agency.  Thenceforward  the  publication  of  Tracts  has  been  a  part  of  the 
huttness  of  the  Book  Concern. 

The  Book  Concern  was  at  that  day  very  feeble ;  and  even  as  late  as 
182ft  was  burdened  with  a  heavy  debt.  In  these  circumstances,  it  could 
not  from  its  own  resources  publish  Sunday-school  books  and  tracts  as 
cheap  as  was  necessary.  Hence  the  contribution  of  a  Publishing  Fwnd^ 
which  was  vested  m  the  Book  Concern,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
cheapening  these  classes  of  publications. 

About  die  same  period,  viz.,  in  1827,  '*the  Bible,  Sunday-school,  and 
l^t  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,"  was  formed.  This 
society  existed  about  nine  years, — ^until  1886, — ^when  the  General  Con- 
ference, for  satisfactory  reasons,  dissolved  our  denominational  Bible 
Society,  m  order  to  unite  with  the  American  Bible  Sodety.  This  act 
was  a  virtual  dissolution  of  the  whole  organization :  not  more  than  two 
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>  or  three  meetiiigs  of  the  Board  of  Managers  were  held  Bubaeqaeiii 

to  it. 

The  want  of  some  special  organization  to  promote  the  interests  oi 
Sunday  schools,  was  so  immediately  and  so  seriously  felt,  that  in  1840 
our  present  Sunday-School  Union  was  formed  by  action  of  the  General 
Conference  of  that  year ;  but  down  to  the  present  tune,  no  successful 
effort  has  been  made  to  reorganize  a  General  Tract  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  It  is  true  that  the  publication  and  cir- 
culation of  "[j^acts  has  not  been  wholly  neglected  by  us  for  the  last  ax- 
teen  years. 

An  Editor  of  Tracts  has  been  periodically  appointed  by  the  General 
Conference;  and  Tracts  haye  been  constantly  prmted  and  sold  by  the 
Book  Agents.  It  is  a  cu^umstance  worthy  of  attention,  that  while  this 
branch  of  the  Book-Boom  business  has  been  conducted  solely  on  business 
principles,  our  Agents  hare  habituaUy  sold  thev  Tracts  at  lower  rates 
than  the  American  Tract  Society,  an  institution  which  annually  recdves 
many  thousands  of  dollars  in  donations  to  aid  its  publication  schemes. 

During  the  last  few  years  considerable  improvements  have  been  made 
in  our  list  of  Tracts,  and  in  their  classification  and  sale  in  packages ;  but 
there  has  been  no  fund  to  be  expended  in  the  production  of  new  Tracts — 
otherwise  the  list  might  have  been  enlarged  and  improved  still  more. 
For  the  present  state  of  our  Tract  publications,  you  are  referred  to  the 
publishers'  catalogues. 

Although  we  may  concede  that  good  has  been  done,  and  will  continue 
to  be  done,  by  our  present  mode  of  conducting  this  department  of  our 
operations,  the  question  arises  whether  vastly  more  good  might  not  be 
done  by  the  oi^^ization  of  a  Church  Tract  Society,  specially  designed 
to  circulate  religious  reading  matter,  throughout  the  wide  field  of  our 
labours  and  responsibilities. 

We  have  now,  as  a  Church,  our  Missionary  Society  and  our  Sunday- 
School  Union,  which,  as  representing  two  great  and  general  interests, 
are  conceded  to  be  entitled  to  the  support  of  all  our  people. 

Is  not  the  Tract  enterprise  as  general  in  its  character,  and  as  closely 
identified  with  the  objects  of  a  Christian  Church  ?  Is  it  possible  for  us 
indeed  to  maintain  our  position,  as  a  laige  and  growing  branch  (^  the 
Church  of  Christ,  at  the  present  age  of  the  wond,  wiUiout  having  an 
or^mized  and  well-supported  Tract  Society  ? 

I  will  mention  some  special  reasons  why  a  Tract  organization  is  called 
for,  at  the  present  time>  in  connexion  with  our  Church : — 

1.  There  are  numerous  cases  in  which  our  Methodist  Tracts,  in  the 
English  language,  are  really  needed  for  gratuitous  distribution ;  for  ex- 
ample, in  hospitals,  in  prisons,  in  alms-houses,  in  vessels  goin^  to  Bea» 
among  seamen  on  shore,  in  home  missions,  and  in  weak  appomtments 
both  m  cities  and  in  country  places.  Independent  of  a  Tract  Fund)  the 
Church  has  no  provision  for  supplying  reli^us  reading  in  any  of  these 
cases,  or  in  circumstances  like  them.  Lackine  such  a  fund,  we  are  pro- 
hibited at  present  from  entering  many  wide  doors  of  influence  and  use- 
fulness. 

2.  God  in  his  providence  seems  to  be  loudly  calling  on  us  for  an  en- 
largement of  our  issues  in  different  foreign  languages. 
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Our  brethren  in  the  German  woric  have  already  felt  this  call  to  be  so 
imperatire  that  they  have  responded  to  it  by  forming  an  organization 
among  themselves,  which  has  been  highly  productive  of  ffood. 

Especially  since  we  have  entered  upon  the  work  of  Missions  in  German 
Europe,  has  the  call  for  Tracts  m  the  German  language  increased  and  be- 
come urgent.  So  severely  has  it  pressed  upon  brother  Jacoby  at  Bremen, 
that  he  has  personally  sent  circulars  to  most  of  the  conferences  asking 
for  aid  in  this  particular  work. 

This  case  will  illustrate  others.  There  is  also  at  this  moment  a  press- 
ing providential  call  for  our  Tracts  in  the  Swedish  and  Danish  languages, 
the  latter  being  common  to  Danes  and*  Norwegians.  For  lack  of  them, 
immense  numl^rs  of  foreign  immigrants,  who,  with  their  children,  are  to 
form  our  future  population,  are  to  a  great  decree  neglected  and  suffered 
to  retain  prejudices  against  us  and  against  me  truth,  which  will  prove 
serious  obstacles  in  the  way  of  their  salvation ;  when,  at  a  trifling  expense, 
they  might  be  put  in  possession  of  proper  explanations  of  our  doctrines 
and  measures,  as  well  as  of  vital  relimous  truths. 

Tracts  are  wanted,  moreover,  in  the  French  language,  in  several  mis- 
sions we  are  now  sustaining ;  also  in  the  Spanish  knguage,  for  our  mis- 
sions in  New-Mexico,  California  and  Buenos  Ayres ;  while  in  China  our 
brethren  already  need  Christian  Tracts  in  Chinese,  as  an  essential  agency 
to  the  accomplishment  of  their  missionary  work. 

3.  Having  now  specified  several  important  fields,  and  no  less  than 
seven  different  languages  in  which  our  tracts  are  needed,  I  will  remark 
that  our  general  missionary  interests  demand  a  Tract  organiisation  to  co- 
operate with  the  Missionary  Society. 

A  wise  division  of  labour  is  as  essential  to  success  in  the  promotion  of 
Christianity,  as  in  the  prosecution  of  worldly  busmess.  It  would  be  pos- 
sible to  include  all  our  various  evangelical  movements  in  one  general 
society,  and  thus„  under  one  organization,  to  send  out  and  support  mis- 
sionaries, and  to  print  Bibles,  Sunday-school  books  and  Tracts  for  their 
use ;  but  experience  has  shown  that  it  is  at  once  more  convenient  and 
more  advantageous  to  have  this  complicated  labour  so  divided  that  mis- 
sionary societies  shall  support  missionaries,  Bible  societies  print  Bibles, 
Sunday-school  societies  Sunday-school  books,  and  Tract  societies  furnish 
and  circulate  tracts. 

Among  us  now,  good  provisions  are  made  for  each  of  these  depart- 
ments except  that  of  Tracts ;  and  why  should  that  be  longer  neglected  ? 

4.  Without  attempting  to  enumerate  all  the  wants  that  are  to  be  sup- 
plied, and  all  the  adhrantages  that  might  be  gained  by  the  organization 
suffgested,  I  may  allude  to  the  fact  tluit  some  of  the  most  proSfic  book- 
mwng  establishments  in  the  world  commenced  their  career  as  mere 
Tract  societies. 

Reference  is  made  in  particular  to  the  Religious  Tract  Society  of 
London,  and  to  the  American  Tract  Society.  In  the  constitution  of  the 
latter  not  a  word  is  said  about  bound  volumes ;  and  yet  what  that  society 
denominates  the  volumb  xntbrpribk,  has  sprung  up  in  connexion  with 
its  Tract  operations,  and  has  become  a  movement  of  no  small  significance. 

Without  entering  into  any  detail  of  plans,  it  is  safe  to  suppose  that  a 
proper  organization  among  us  will,  under  judicious  management,  progress 
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from  small  begzmungs  to  grend  results.  In  addition  to  what  has  heen 
said  about  Tracts  merely,  it  may  become  a  powerful  auxiliary  in  the  diflfd- 
sion  of  our  yolume  uxbratukb. 

Should  these  views  be  deemed  by  you  wdghty  and  just,  the  question 
will  immediately  arise.  What  ought  to  be  done — ^what  steps  shall  be  takoi  ? 

It  will  be  obnous  to  all,  that  the  General  Conference  is  the  only  prop- 
er body  to  oiganize  such  an  institution  as  seems  to  be  ui^ently  called 
for.  To  ydur  wisdom,  therefore,  may  safely  be  intrusted  the  task  of 
planning  and  organizing  a  Traet  Society  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the 
Church  and  to  the  exigencies  of  the  present  times. 

Hoping  that  such  a  society  may  soon  be  instituted  and  placed  in  active 
operation,  as  the  result  of  your  deliberatbns  on  this  subject, 
I  subscribe  myself,  sincerely  and  respectfully. 
Tour  brother  in  Christ, 

Daniel  P.  Kiddxb»  JEdiior  qf  Tneie. 

Nsw-ToBX,  Jpril  22, 1852. 
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Whsrbas  the  Bishops  m  their  Address  have  submitted  to  the  General 
Conference  the  propriety  of  a  new  Tract  organization,  that  may  awaken 
a  livelier  interest  and  give  more  activity  to  our  operations  in  this  depart- 
ment ;  and  whereas  several  Annual  Conferences  have  parsed  resolutions 
expressing  a  similar  desire ;  and  whereas  the  same  is  asked  for  at  length 
in  a  memorial  of  the  Editor  of  Tracts, — ^your  conunittee,  after  due  con- 
sideration, recommend  the  oiganization  of  a  Traet  Society  of  the  Meth- 
odbt  Episcopal  Church,  with  the  foUovring  Constittttion : — 

Art.  1.  This  association  diall  be  denominated  the  Tract  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Art  2.  Its  object  shall  be  to  diffuse  religious  knowledze,  by  the  dr- 
cuktion  of  the  publications  of  the  Metho&t  Episcopal  Church,  m  the 
English  and  other  languages,  in  our  ovm  and  foreign  countries. 

Art.  d.  Any  person  paying  to  this  society  one  dollar  per  year,  shall  be 
a  member  of  the  same ;  and  the  pa3rment  of  ten  dollars  at  one  time,  shall 
constitute  a  member  for  life ;  and  the  payment  of  twenty-five  dollars  at 
one  time,  shall  constitute  a  director  for  life. 

Art.  4.  PeiBons  constituted  life-members  by  the  payment  of  ten  dol- 
lars, not  designated  for  any  special  object,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
tracts  to  the  value  of  fifty  cents  each  year ;  and  Ufe^directors,  to  the  value 
of  two  dollars  each  year :  or,  if  they  prefer,  they  may  receive  tracts  at 
any  one  time  to  the  amount  of  half  the  sum  paid.  All  members 
and  directors  are  also  entitled  to  vote  at  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
society. 

Art.  6.  The  annual  meetings  of  the  sodety  shall  be  held  during  the 
seecmd  or  tlnrd  week  of  December.  A  public  anniversary  shall  also  be 
held  each  year,  at  such  time  and  phice  as  the  Board  of  Manageia  shall 
determine. 
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Art.  6.  The  Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  shall  be  Pres- 
idents of  this  Society  in  the  order  of  their  seniority.  A  Vice-President 
may  be  appointed  by  each  Annual  Conference.  There  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  General  Conference  a  Coirespondmg  Secretaiyfor  this  society,  who 
shall  be  the  Editor  of  the  Tracts.  The  oi^er  officers  of  this  society  shall 
be  a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and  two  elected  Vice-Presidents, 
who  shall  severally  be  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Art.  7.  The  funds  of  this  society  shall  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Managers  in  payment  of  the  necessary  expenses  of 
the  institution,  and  in  the  promotion  of  its  general  objects.  In  all  cases 
of  gratuitous  aid,  books  and  tracts  shall  be  given  instead  of  money,  unless 
the  latter  is  strictly  necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  a  constitutional 
object. 

Art.  8.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall  have  power  to  enact  their 
own  by-laws,  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  board  occurring  during  the  year, 
to  appoint  honorary  members,  to  provide  for  the  translation  and  pub- 
lication of  Tracts,  to  print  and  circulate  appeals  to  the  Church  in  behalf 
of  the  benevolent  objects  of  the  society,  to  raise  and  disburse  funds  for 
those  objects,  and  to  establish  committees  of  finance  and  appropriations 
wherever  necessary. 

Art.  9.  Each  Annual  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
may  form  a  Conference  Tract  Society  auxiliary  to  this,  with  power  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  in  the  judgment  of  said  Conference  are  best 
calculated  to  promote  the  objects  of  this  association,  and  to  form  sub- 
auxiliaries  in  its  several  circuits  and  stations.  The  presidents  of  the 
Conference  Auxiliaries  shall  be  vice-presidents  of  this  society. 

Art.  10.  This  Constitution  cannot  be  altered  except  by  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  society  at  a  meeting  called  for  that  purpose  after,  at  least,  one 
month's  public  notice ;  or  by  the  society,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
General  Conference. 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  and  spirit  of  the  foregoing  Constitu- 
tion, your  committee  siibmit  the  following  resolutions : — 

1.  There  shall  be  at  New-Tork  an  Editor  of  the  Monthly  Magazine 
and  of  the  Tracts,  who  shall  also  be  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  our 

.  Tract  Society. 

The  Editor  of  Tracts  shall  have  the  chaige  of  the  publication  of 
Tiacts  in  our  own  and  foreign  languages ;  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
make  arrangements  with  the  Book  Agents  for  the  cheap  publication  of 
any  book  or  books  specially  adapted  to  the  promotion  of  experimental 
and  practical  religion. 

As  Correspon&ig  Secretary  of  the  Tract  Society,  it  shall  be  his  duty 
to  raise  funds  m  behalf  of  the  sodety,  to  promote  the  formation  of  Con- 
ference and  other  auxiliaries,  and  to  co-operate  with  the  auxiliary  societies, 
and  to  make  all  proper  efforts  for  the  general  diffusion  of  religious  reading. 

2.  That  we  recommend  our  people  eveiywhere  to  form  Tract  Socie- 
ties auxiliary  to  the  Tract  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

8.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  preachers  in  charge  to  make  annually^ 
in  thor  several  congr^tions,  collections  in  behalf  of  the  Tract  3ociet^ 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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N.-*PASTOBAL  ADDRESS  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  TO  THE  BCEM- 
BEBS  OF  THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH.    1862. 

Dearlt  Beloved  Brethren, — ^The  circumstances  in  which  we  address 
you,  furnish  abundant  motives  for  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  and  for 
encouragement  in  the  prosecution  of  the  duties  we  owe  to  him  and  our 
fellow-men.  The  principal  reasons  for  encouragement  may  be  briefly 
noticed,  in  view  of  calling  forth  expressions  of  thankfulness  from  iJl 
hearts,  as  well  as  to  induce  all  to  put  forth  their  continued  and  ever- 
increased  exertions  that  the  interests  of  religion  may  be  greatly  advanced 
in  future  beyond  their  present  standard  and  limits. 

Since  the  last  General  Conference,  there  has  been  an  increase  of 
90,246  members  in  the  Church.  And  the  increase  has  been  progressive, 
as  the  first  of  the  four  previous  years  showed  an  increase  of  only  seven 
thousand  in  round  numbers ;  in  the  second  year  it  was  twenty-three 
thousand ;  in  the  third  it  was  twenty-seven  thousand ;  and  in  the  last 
year  it  amounted  to  thirty-two  thousand.  As  nearly,  too,  as  can  be  as- 
certained, the  ntunber  of  conversions  exceeded  the  additions.  And  it  is 
humbly  believed  that  growth  in  grace,  as  a  general  thing,  has  been  in 
encouraging  proportion  to  the  accessions  to  the  Church. 

We  acknowledge,  with  profound  gratitude  to  God,  the  high  degree  of 
prosperity  with  which  the  Church  has  been  favoured  in  the  Sunday- 
school  cause.  At  present  there  are  93,561  officers  and  teachers,  and 
473,311  scholars  in  our  Sabbath-schools,  and  1,260,558  volumes  in  the 
libraries.  The  increase  is  encouragingly  progressive.  The  last  five  years 
present  an  increase  of  32,741  officers  and  teachers,  of  152,681  scholars, 
of  652,218  volumes  in  libraries.  The  number  of  conversions,  during 
these  five  years,  has  been  47,327.  Here,  too,  there  is  progression ;  for 
the  five  years  present,  respectively,  in  round  thousands,  the  following 
steps  of  progress,  viz. :  four  thousand — eight  thousand — ^nine  thousand 
— eleven  thousand — ^and  fourteen  thousand.  The  number  of  teachers 
has  been  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  scholars.  Surely  the  Church 
has  much  encouragement  to  persevere  in  the  cause  of  Sunday-school 
instruction. 

The  last  four  years  have  furnished  an  increase  of  missionary  contribu- 
tions very  encouraging.  The  past  year  presents  an  advance  of  annual 
income  of  about  sixt^  thousand  dollars  over  the  year  1848,  and  the  next 
year's  approjjriation  is  put  down  at  $200,000,  which  the  Church,  we  are 
persuaded,  will  cordially  meet.  When  we  look  back  on  the  progi^ss  of 
the  last  thirty  years,  the  advance  is  encouraging.  And  if  we  may  cal- 
culate on  the  ability  of  our  people,  and  the  increasing  spirit  of  missions 
among  them,  we  must  conclude  that  the  day  is  not  far  off,  when  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  will  be  our  annual  contribution ;  and  this  again  to  be 
increased  indefinitely,  to  any  amount  needed  in  spreading  the  gospel 
news.  Nor  do  we  see  a  prospect  that  there  will  be  any  lack  of  mission- 
aries, while  the  missionary  spirit  pervades  the  Church.  The  spirit  that 
increases  the  benevolence  of  the  Church,  will  also  thrust  out  more  labour- 
ers into  the  harvest.  • 
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The  condition  of  our  literary  institutions  is  truly  prosperous,  though 
much  yet  remains  to  be  accomplished^  to  place  them  in  such  a  state  as 
to  secure  permanency  and  proper  efficiency.  We  would  exhort  all  our 
brethren  to  contmue  their  patronage  and  even  increase  thdr  liberality, 
that  our  educational  department  may  suffer  no  loss.  Nay,  that  it  may 
be  extended  and  made  much  more  effective  than  it  now  is ;  especially  in 
diffusing  more  of  the  religious  element,  so  as  to  imbue  fully  the  literary 
with  the  religious  sentiment  and  even  feeling.  While,  therefore,  we  have 
much  prosperity ;  and  though  this  prosperity  is  ^neral,  rather  than  local 
or  in  reference  to  some  things ;  there  are  groimas  for  fear  lest  the  exist- 
ing evils  may  gradually  undermine  and  subvert  the  good,  or  greatly  mar 
it  There  is  much  need  to  cultivate  a  spirit  of  earnest,  daily,  prayerful 
self-examination. 

In  pursuance  of  our  practical  admonitions,  we  deem  it  an  imperative 
duty  to  warn  you  against  that  prevailing  love  of  mammon,  and  its  man- 
ifold gratifications,  to  which  you  are  exposed  from  so  many  quarters. 
St.  John,  in  admonishing  "little children,  "young men,"  and  "fathers," 
exhorts  them,  "  Love  not  the  world,  neither  the  things  that  are  in  the 
world.  If  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Fa^er  is  not  in  him." 
If  such  admonitions  were  necessary  in  the  days  of  the  apostles,  they 
are  more  so  at  the  present  time.  "  Labour  not  to  be  rich ;  cease  from 
thine  own  wisdom."  "He  that  maketh  haste  to  be  rich  shall  not  be 
innocent."  "  An  inheritance  may  be  gotten  hastily  at  the  beginning ; 
but  the  end  thereof  shall  not  be  blessed."  "  They  that  well  be  rich 
fall  into  temptation  and  a  snare,  and  into  many  fooSsh  and  hurtful  lusts, 
which  drown  men  in  destruction  and  perdition.  For  the  love  of  money 
is  the  root  of  all  evil ;  which,  while  some  have  coveted  after,  they  have 
erred  from  the  failh  and  pierced  themselves  through  with  many  sorrows." 
The  example  of  Mr.  Wesley  is  an  admirable  counteraction  to  inordinate 
lore  of  the  world.  While,  therefore,  we  gain  all  we  can,  and  save  all 
we  can,  let  us  give  all  we  can,  in  supporting  all  the  benevolent  institutions 
of  the  Church,  so  as  to  render  them  much  more  efficient  than  they  are, 
as  well  as  to  save  ourselves  and  our  children  from  the  curse  of  ill-detained 
property  due  to  God,  and  therefore  incurring  the  sin  of  sacrilege  in  ap- 
propriating to  ourselves  what  we  owe  to  God  or  his  cause. 

Allow  us,  dear  brethren,  earnestly  to  urge  the  avoidance  of  evil  sur- 
miaings,  strife,  contention ;  arid  the  cultivation  of  mutual  love.  "  En- 
deavour to  keep  tlie  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace."  "  Now  I 
beseech  you,  brethren,"  sap  St.  Paul,  "  mark  them  which  cause  divis- 
ions, and  contentions,  contrary  to  the  doctrine  which  ye  have  learned,  and 
avoid  them."  Forbearance  and  forgiveness  are  the  great  counteracting 
influences  operating  agcunst  strife.  "  Forgiving  one  another,  if  any  man 
have  a  quarrel  agamst  any." 

It  is  proper  for  us  to  place  you  on  your  guard  in  reference  to  two 
injurious  extremes  in  church-building.  Very  costly  edifices  lay  heavy 
taxes  on  our  pecuniary  resources,  and  we  think  do  not  tend  to  ecufication 
or  godliness,  but  rather  gender  pride.  When  durable  material,  decency, 
sufficient  space,  due  proportions,  convenience,  air,  light,  <&c.,  are  secured, 
all  beyond  these  seem  to  be  either  superfluous  or  of  doubtful  character. 
The  extra  expenses  appropriated  in  erecting  churches  for  the  destitute. 
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would  be  a  better  outlay  than  mere  onuuneot.  On  the  othwhaiid,  par- 
simony in  building  cburcbes,  when  convenienoe»  good  location,  and  suffi- 
cient room,  are  sacrifioed,  is  neither  praisewor&y  nor  profitable.  We 
would  entreat  you,  dear  brethren,  to  avoid  either  extreme ;  and  while  you 
expend  liberally  for  the  Lord,  consider  that  he  doth  not  delight  in  gor- 
geous temples  built  with  hands,  but  in  the  spread  of  truth  amon^  the 
masses,  especially  the  poor  and  those  who  are  neglected.  In  this  let 
your  moderation  be  ktown  unto  all  men. 

We  would  also  exhort  you,  beloved  brethren,  to  observe  the  proper 
and  Scriptursl  modes  of  conducting  public  worship  according  to  our 
excellent  forms.  Congregations  should  unite  in  praising  God,  as  witii 
one  voice.  The  proper  use  of  choirs  or  leaders  in  singing,  is  to  aid  the 
congregation  to  sing,  and  not  to  engross  it  entirely,  or  principally,  to 
themselves.  In  prayer,  too,  the  Scriptural  mode  of  kneehng  cannot  be 
replaced  by  sitting,  without  presenting  a  sad  unfitness  between  the  fonn 
and  the  end  in  view,  viz.,  ardent,  agonizing  prayer  and  supplication. 
We  entreat  all  to  consider  these  things,  and  endeavour  to  remedy  these 
evils  where  they  exist,  in  the  spread  of  love  and  kindness,  avoiung  all 
severity  and  unkiadness. 

The  great  end  in  Christian  attainment,  is  "holiness  to  the  Lord." 
The  final  aim  of  Wesley  and  his  associates  was  to  "  raise  up  a  holy  peo- 
ple," and  to  "  spread  holiness  through  these  lands."  Indeed,  to  accom- 
plish this  we  have  the  promises  of  the  Father,  the  redemption  of  the 
Son,  and  the  operations  of  the  Spirit  And  the  crowning  work  of  the 
Spirit  of  holiness  is  to  sanctify  believers  w;holly — ^their  whole  spirit^  soul, 
and  body — and  to  preserve  them  blameless  imtil  death.  We  would  there- 
fore exhort  you,  dear  brethren,  that  the  doctrine  of  entire  sanctificaUon, 
or  entire  holiness,  be  not  confined  to  our  standards ;  but  that  it  may  be 
a  matter  pf  experience  in  our  hearts,  and  may  be  constantly  practised  in 
our  lives.  We  advise  you,  however,  in  speaking  or  writing  of  holiness, 
to  follow  the  well-sustained  views,  and  even  the  phraseology  employed 
in  the  writings  of  Wesley  and  Fletcher,  which  are  not  superseded  by  the 
more  recent  writers  on  this  subject.  Avoid  both  new  theories^  new 
expressions,  and  new  measures  on  this  subject,  and  adhere  closely  to  the 
ancient  landmarks. 

While  we  would  exhort  you  to  the  pursuit  of  all  useful  knowledge^ 
we  would  especially  urge  you  to  acquire  religious  knowledge.  Espe- 
cially, and  first  of  sdl,  read,  learn,  and  mwardly  digest  the  word  of  God. 
"  These  words,"  said  Moses,  "  which  I  command  thee  this  day,  shall  be 
in  thy  heart."  Let  the  word  of  God  be  read  daily,  and  let  it  be  the 
great  subject  of  meditation  by  day  and  by  night.  Let  the  books  issuh^ 
from  our  own  presses  be  pr^enred  to  all  others ;  and  let  our  standara 
writers,  especially,  be  familiar  to  all,  whether  the  topics  be  doctrines, 
morals,  history.  Church  institutions,  etc.  May  we  not  respectfully  sug- 
gest to  all  our  people,  whether  steps  could  not  be  taken  m  each  congre- 
gation, that  every  family,  whether  Church-members,  or  of  our  congre- 
gations, could  be  supphed  constantly  with  one  of  our  weekly  papers,  a 
copy  of  the  Missionary  Advocate,  and  a  copy  of  the  Sunday -School 
Advocate  ?  Could  not  steps  be  taken  by  the  more  wealthy  to  supply 
those  who  cannot  meet  the  expense  with  Uiese  invaluable  papers  ? 
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We  would  repeat  our  exhortation  of  1848  and  1840,  in  reference  to 
the  instniotion  of  children  by  their  parents.  Let  our  excellent  catechism 
be  used  in  the  family  for  this  purpose.  The  Sabbath  school,  however 
excellent,  cannot  maxe  up  for  the  loss  of  parental  instruction.  Remem- 
ber the  command  of  God  to  his  ancient  Church,  ''And  ye  shall  teach 
tiiem  [the  words  of  God]  to  your  children ;  speaking  of  them  when 
thou  sittest  in  thy  house,  and  when  thou  walkest  by  the  way ;  when 
thou  liest  down,  and  wh^  thou  risest  up." 

Among  the  duties  obligatory  on  us  as  Methodists,  is  that  of  attending 
punctual^  and  constantly  to  class-meetings.  Remissness  here  has  eyer 
been  observed  among  us  as  the  sure  forerunner  of  spiritual  decay,  or 
the  certain  mark  of  deficient  spiritual  feeling  and  Christiaii  experience. 
We  woidd  earnestly  entreat  our  brethren  eveiywhere,  "  not  to  forsake  the 
assembling  of  yourselves  together,''  as  members  of  classes;  but  on  the 
other  hand  to  maintain  by  your  individual  practice,  and  your  influence, 
the  observance  of  this  leading  means  of  grace,  coeval  with  our  existence 
as  a  people.  And  while  we  would  not  claim  for  the  mere  formalities  of 
our  class-meetings  a  formal  divine  authority,  we  must  claim  divine  author- 
ity for  the  leading  objects  promoted  by  them.  Among  these  we  would 
mention  religious  experience,  growth  in  grace,  wholesome  supervidon, 
Christian  discipline,  to  say  nothmg  of  the  other  important  ends  secured 
by  these  meetings. 

Remember  the  my  rinds  of  emigrants  who  are  constantly  crowding  to 
our  country.  Let  not  their  differences  in  language,  manners,  religion^  or 
c<»dition  in  life,  thro\7  us  at  a  distance  from  them.  They  and  their 
children  are  destined  to  become  component  parts  of  this  great  country 
in  common  with  us  and  our  children.  And  such  as  they  are,  and  will 
be,  such,  in  some  degree,  this  rising  republic,  both  religiously  and  poUt- 
ically,  is  also  destined  to  be.  Let  their  ignorance  be  removed  by  the 
difpusion  of  knowledge ;  let  their  vices  be  corrected  by  the  influence  of 
our  better  example ;  let  their  religious  errors  be  counteracted  by  our 
Bibles,  and  religious  instruction  and  pious  conduct.  To  our  Church 
there  is  likely  to  be  opened,  through  their  instrumentality,  access  to  all 
nations  on  earth.  Our  missions  to  Germany  may  be  considered  no  other 
than  specimens  of  what  will  shortly  occur  i^  r^erence  to  Swedes,  Nor- 
wegians, Italians,  the  Chinese,  Spaniards,  apd  others.  Thus  we  have 
even  now  a  pentecost  in  our  midst ;  for  we  hear  them  in  their  several  lan- 
guages uttering  the  wonderful  works  of  the  Lord. 

The  subject  of  lay  delegation  was  before  the  Conference  for  consider- 
adon.  A  very  respectable  convention,  which  met  in  Philadelphia  last 
March,  presented  a  petition  in  its  favour.  These  brethren  repudiate  all 
disafiection  to  the  Church,  and  assume  no  antagonism  to  the  itinerancy 
or  the  episcopacy.  Indeed  their  subsequent  conduct  declares  that  they 
are  as  much  the  friends  and  supporters  of  the  Church  as  those  who  differ 
from  them.  On  the  fifth  instant,  another  lay  convention  met  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  memorialized  the  General  Conference,  deprecating  the 
changes  that  the  first  convention  asked,  or  any  other  changes.  Petitions 
from  various  parts  of  the  country,  mostly  agamst,  and  some  for,  the 
changes,  were  presented  to  Conference.  The  whole  subject  was  referred 
to  an  able  committee,  whose  report  wa^  adopted  and  published.     It 
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appears  thai  much  the  greater  pcNrtion  of  our  Church  are  averse  to  any 
such  changes  as  are  asked,  believing  they  would  not  be  for  the  better, 
but  rather  for  the  worse.  They  a]ao  fear  that  though  the  proposed 
changes  were  allowable,  they  would  prepare  the  way  for  injurious  inno- 
vations. Indeed  it  is  doubted  whether  any  other  system  has  ever 
secured  the  co-operation  of  the  laity  with  the  ministry  more  efficiently 
than  our  own.  There  is  a  wide  field  for  activity  presented  in  the  various 
offices  and  agencies  of  the  Church,  and  this  sphere  is  constantly  widen- 
ing. We  rejoice  to  learn  that,  in  regard  to  our  great  fundamental  prin- 
ciples as  a  whole,  there  is  but  one  voice  among  all  our  thousands,  and 
that  voice  is,  "  Let  the  aggressive  character  of  Methodism  be  sustained 
in  maintaining  its  two  great  pillars — an  efficient  itinerancy  and  an  untram- 
melled general  superintendency.  And  the  great  unanimity  with  which 
this  is  held,  furnishes  a  guarantee  of  future  peace  and  harmony. 

We  would  conclude,  dear  brethren,  this  our  address  to  you,  by  adopt- 
ing the  following  exhortation  and  prayer  of  St.  Paul,  in  hiis  First  Epistle 
to  the  Thessalonians,  "  And  be  at  peace  among  yourselves.  Now  we 
exhort  you,  brethren,  warn  them  that  are  unruly,  comfort  the  feeble- 
minded, support  the  weak,  be  patient  toward  all  men.  See  that  none 
render  evil  for  evil  unto  any  man ;  but  ever  follow  that  which  is  good, 
both  among  yourselves  and  to  all  men.  Bejoice  evermore.  Pray  with- 
out ceasing.  In  everything  ^ve  thanks :  for  this  is  the  will  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus  concerning  you.  Quench  not  the  Spirit  Despise  not 
prophesyings.  Prove  all  thin^ ;  hold  fast  that  which  b  good.  Ab- 
stain from  all  appearance  of  evil.  And  the  very  God  of  peace  sanctify 
you  wholly ;  and  I  pray  God  your  whole  spirit,  and  soul,  and  body  be 
preserved  blameless  unto  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Faith- 
ful is  he  that  calleth  you,  who  also  will  do  it.  Brethren,  pray  for  us. 
The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you.    Amen." 

Charles  Elmott,  ' 
George  Gart, 

J.  M'Clintock,  •   J-  Commutes. 
J.  A.  Gere, 
Abel  Stevens, 

Besolved,  That  preachers  in  charge  of  circuits  and  stations  are 
requested  to  read  the  Pastoral  Address  to  the  members  of  the  Church 
and  congregation,  and  make  it  the  subject  of  siutable  remarks  and 
exhortations. 

Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church, 

B.  Wauoh, 
T.  A.  Morris, 
E.  S.  Janes, 
Levi  Scott, 
M.  Simpson, 
OsMON  C.  Baker, 
E.  R.  Ames. 
Boston,  Jkme  1, 1852. 
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O^REPORT  OP  THE   COMBilTTEE  ON  TEMPERANCE,  TO  THE  GEN. 
ERAL  CONFERENCE  ASSEMBLED  IN  BOSTON.    1852. 

Thb  Committee  to  whom  was  committed  so  much  of  the  Episcopal  Ad- 
dress as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Temperance,  beg  leave  to  present  the 
following  Report : — 

The  position  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  relation  to  the 
cause  of  Temperance,  is  well  understood,  and  needs  not  now  to  be  par- 
ticularly defined.  By  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Wesley's  rule,  the  power 
of  Church  discipline  has,  to  its  fullest  allowable  extent,  been  brought  to 
the  aid  of  this  cause ;  thus  placing  it,  so  far  as  our  Church  is  concerned, 
upon  a  hiffh  and  impre^able  basis.  In  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
the  Church  needs  no  addditional  rules  upon  the  subject.  But  a  faithful 
supervision  of  the  interests  of  her  membership  does  not  discharge  her 
whole  duty.  We  cannot  be  indiflferent  to  the  struggle  that  is  going  on 
around  us.  The  cause  has  reached  a  deeply-interesting  stage  of  pro- 
gress. For  some  time  it  has  been  stationary,  if  not  retrogressive. 
There  was  a  comparative  relaxation  of  effort  among  its  decided  friends. 
They  stood  still,  as  if  awaiting  the  advent  of  some  new  principle,  the 
introduction  of  some  new  Temperance  dispensation.  A  brighter  day  has 
dawned ;  the  dispirited  hosts  of  Temperance  have  rallied  for  a  decisive 
conflict.  The  persuasive  influences  of  the  pulpit  and  the  press,  and  the 
more  strenuous  influences  of  Church  discipline,  have  been  recently  re- 
enforced  by  several  prohibitory  laws  passed  by  the  legislatures  of  several 
States.  Other  legislatures  will,  we  doubt  not,  sooner  or  later,  follow 
their  example.  We  do  not  suppose  that  the  most  effectual  prohibitory 
measures  will  put  a  full  end  to  intemperance.  Men  will  do  wrong  in 
despite  of  law.  Sin  is  the  transgression  of  the  law.  But  these  measures 
will  divest  the  evil  of  legal  protection,  aiid  remove  temptation  from 
thousands,  and  promote,  upon  a  large  scale,  the  temporal  prosperity,  the 
domestic  comfort,  and,  above  all,  the  spiritual  salvation  of  our  fellow- 
citizens.  Deeming  a  lengthened  and  elaborate  report  unnecessary, 
your  committee  submit  the  following  resolutions : — 

1.  Resolved ,  That  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  to  any  extent,  as  a 
beverage,  is  deeply  to  be  deplored  and  deprecated,  as  tending  to  the 
forming  and  maturing  of  pernicious  habits,  and  leading,  by  natural  con- 
sequence, to  diversified  cnme,  wide-spread  misery,  and  the  final  ruin  of 
vast  multitudes  for  whom  Christ  died. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  greatly  rejoice  in  the  recent  manifestations  of 
public  sentiment  upon  this  subject ;  and  especially,  that  God  is  putting  it 
mto  the  hearts  of  civil  rulers  to  interpose  the  authority  of  the  State  for 
the  protection  of  society  against  what  we  hold  to  be  an  enormous  social 
wrong — ^the  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  encouraging  aspects  of  this  great  cause  present 
no  just  occasion  for  relaxation  of  effort  on  the  part  of  its  friends,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  call  upon  us  to  renew  our  diligence,  in  the  use  of  all 
proper  means  to  spread  and  consummate  those  plans  so  obviously  trace- 
able to  a  propitious  Providence,  and  so  richly  fraught  with  the  bless- 
ini(8  of  peace  and  good -will  to  men. 
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4.  Reeclved,  That  we  recommend  the  calm,  judicious,  but  firm  and 
impartial  enforcement  of  our  excellent  disciplinaiy  rules  upon  this 
subject. 


P.— REPORT  OF  THE  OOMMnTEE  ON  TEMPORAL  ECONOMY.    1852. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  on  Temporal  Economy 
beg  leave  to  say,  that  after  due  consideration  they  deem  it  inexpedient 
to  make  any  alterations  in  our  Discipline  on  this  subject.  Our  present 
sjrstem  of  finance  has  this  advantage  over  any  other  that  could  be 
devised — ^it  is  generally  understood;  and  having  assumed  diflferent  con- 
stitutional modifications,  in  dififerent  places,  it  is  gradually  improving  our 
finances  throughout  the  connexion. 

To  accommodate  the  views  of  many  brethren,  however,  the  conmiittee 
have  agreed  to  report  in  favour  of  two  amendments  proposed  in  the 
Report,  and  advocated  by  several  speakers  in  this  Conference.  The  firrt 
provides  for  our  bishops  drawing  their  whole  allowance  directly  from  the 
Book  Concern ;  the  other  authorizes  Annual  Conferences  to  decide  to 
what  clumants  their  funds  shall  be  appropxiated.  They  accordingly 
present  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Discipline,  part  iii,  chapter  3,  §  1,  question  1, 
answer  8,  be  so  altered  as  to  read :  **  Each  Annual  Conference  shall  pay 
its  proportionate  part  towards  the  allowance  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
bishops."  Also  that  answer  4,  of  the  same  section,  be  amended  by  the 
addition  of  these  words :  "  And  also  for  the  amount  of  then-  quarterage 
and  travelling  expenses."  Making  the  fourth  answer  to  read :  "  Each 
Annual  Conference,  in  which  a  bishop  or  bishops  may  reside,  shall 
annually  appoint  a  committee  of  three  or  more,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  estimate  the  amount  necessary  to  furnish  a  house,  fuel,  and  table- 
expenses  for  said  bishop  or  bishops,  subject  to  the  action  of  the  Con- 
ference; and  they  are  authorized  to  draw  on  the  funds  of  the  Book 
Concern  for  said  amount,  and  also  for  the  amount  of  their  quarterage 
and  travelling  expenses." 

2.  Resolved,  Iliat  the  Discipline,  part  iii,  chapter  3,  paragraph  5,  page 
174,  be  amended  so  as  to  read  thus,  beginning  on  the  second  line  from 
the  top :  "  Out  of  the  moneys  so  collected  and  brought  to  the  respective 
Annual  Conferences,  let  the  various  allowances  agreed  upon  in  the 
second  section  be  made  up ;  but  each  Annual  Conference  shall  have  full 
power  to  determine,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  all  its  members  present 
and  voting,  who  among  the  superannuated  and  supernumerary  preachers, 
and  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  preachers,  belonging  to  the 
Conference,  shall  be  claimants  on  the  said  Conference,  and  what  amount 
each  claimant  shall  receive  from  year  to  year." 

(Signed,)  James  PoBnR,  Chairman. 
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Q^REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION. 

In  gnrveying  the  entire  educational  field  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churclr,  there  are  abundant  grounds  for  congratulation  and  encourage- 
ment. Methodism  has  not  had  many  years  m  which  to  devote  herself 
to  the  work  of  education ;  but  the  zeal  and  success  which  has  charac- 
terized her  efforts,  have  fully  proved  that  in  the  intellectual  as  well  as 
in  the  spiritual  field  Methodism  is  m  sober  earnest.  Our  seminaries  and 
colleges  have  sprung  up  with  great  rapidity  under  our  hands.  The 
graduates  of  the  institutions  are  increasm^  in  numbers;  the  standard 
of  scientific,  classical,  and  Biblical  learning  is  rising ;  and  the  noble  work 
of  completing  the  union  of  science  and  religion  is  advancing  to  a  con- 
summation. The  Church  is  receimg  the  compensation  for  her  care  in 
trainmg  her  sons,  by  seeing  many  of  the  choicest  of  them  falling  into 
the  ranks  of  the  ministry.  They  are  not  only  manning  our  literary 
faculties,  but  braving  the  toil  of  the  itinerancy  at  home,  or  cheerfully 
encoimtering  labours  and  martyrdoms  in  the  fields  of  foreign  missions. 
And  while  this  youthful  band  are  thus  entering  into  your  kbours  with 
the  same  zeal  and  greater  advantages  than  their  predecessors,  no  class 
entertains  a  higher  gratitude  for  the  advantages  your  care  has  provided 
for  them, — none  contemplates  the  scenes  ana  events  of  our  past  history 
with  warmer  interest, — and  none  feels  a  deeper  attachment  to  the  doc- 
trines and  instituti<$ns  of  our  Church. 

Our  youth  are  the  richest  capital  of  the  Church.  On  no  part  of  our 
work  can  labour  and  expenditure  be  lavished  with  a  surer  or  richer 
return.  Our  fathers  were  skilful  and  faithful  in  drawing  out  the  talent 
and  promise  of  Methodism ;  and  hence  our  ministry,  it  is  believed,  is  pre- 
eminent for  its  amount  of  efiective  talent.  The  very  schools  and  colleges 
we  have  established  must  inevitably  raise  the  intellectual  demands 
of  our  laity ;  and  the  Church  will  fail  of  its  duty  if  it  do  not  supply 
them,  as  far  as  possible,  with  the  means  of  meeting  that  demand. 

We,  therefore,  recognise  the  necessity  of  a  general  effort  to  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  our  people  the  value  of  our  system  of  college  educa- 
tion,— ^to  induce  all  the  youth  of  our  Church,  where  means  and  oppor- 
tumty  will  aUow  it,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  training  which  the  col- 
leges afford. 

The  ministry  and  the  Church  are  especially  called  upon  to  use  every 
exertion  to  rescue  the  flower  of  our  young  men  from  the  selfish  and 
material  spirit  of  our  times.  Such  are  the  pectmiary  and  commercial . 
excitements  of  the  day,— 40  rife  is  the  spirit  of  fortune-seeking  and 
money-getting, — ^that  it  is  to  be  feared,  not  only  that  many  an  intellectual 
talent  is  buridL  in  the  earth,  but  that  many  who  are  or  might  be  **  called 
of  God,"  really  obey  the  voice  of  Mammon.  Our  work  is  not  done  when 
we  have  constructed  a  system  of  acadenues,  and  crowned  them  with 
con^res.  We  are  not  only  to  bring  these  advantages  within  reach  of 
our  young  men,  but  we  are  to  bring  our  young  men  into  the  actual  use  of 
these  advantages.  We  must  take  hold  of  our  young  men,  and  recall  them 
to  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  Church  and  to  God ;  they  must  be  directed  to 
the  great  importance  of  intellectual  and  moral  cultivation ;  and  if,  under 
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proper  inquiry,  they  give  proof  of  being  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
inspired  by  the  sense  of  duty,  let  them  assume  the  sacred  calling ;  and 
we  may  hope  thus  to  possess  a  ministry  for  the  times.  If,  however,  the 
intimations  of  Providence  require  their  occupying  a  secular  position, 
they  will  bless  the  Church  scarcely  less  by  filling  the  ranks  of*  a  culti- 
vated Christian  laity. 

We  are  highly  pleased  to  observe  the  increasing  interest  and  efforts 
of  our  people  for  the  education  of  females.  The  number  of  institutions 
exclusively  devoted  to  this  purpose,  with  those  in  which  both  sexes  are 
educated  together,  is  an  encouragmg  indication  that  this  subject  is  more 
justly  appreciated,  and  its  importance  more  deeply  felt. 

Upon  examination  it  will  be  found,  we  think,  that  our  Church  is  not 
behind  other  denominations  in  this  excellent  work. 

Yet  there  is  demand  for  still  more  strenuous  exertions.  Let  not  this 
subject  be  lost  sight  of  by  our  preachers  and  people ;  but  let  enlightened 
and  vigorous  efforts  be  put  forth  to  provide  as  numerous  and  as  great 
advantages  for  the  mental  culture  of  females  as  males,  that  both  our 
sons  and  daughters  may  be  furnished  with  a  Christian  education  of  a 
high  order. 

There  has  been  laid  before  the  committee  a  letter  from  one  of  our 
most  eminent  scholars — Professor  A.  W.  Smith,  of  Middletown — upon 
a  subject  worthy  our  attention.  We  present  the  following  extracts,  in 
the  professor's  own  words : — 

"I  have  thought  it  veiy  important  that  some  measures  should  be 
taken  to  attract  the  attention  of  our  people  to  the  '  Annual  Concert  of 
Prayer'  for  colleges,  and  secure,  if  possible,  an  observance  of  the  day 
by  the  entire  Church.  It  is,  I  believe,  very  generally  observed  in  most 
other  evangelical  Churches,  but  to  a  very  limited  extent,  I  suspect,  in 
our  Church.  The  direct  influence  of  even  a  partial  and  limited  ob- 
sei*vance  of  the  day,  I  have  witnessed  too  often  to  question  the  wisdom 
and  power  of  the  custom ;  and  could  the  prayers  of  the  whole  evan- 
gelical Church  be  enlisted  simultaneously  in  behalf  of  the  unconverted 
in  our  colleges  and  academies,  the  moral  power  of  the  fact  would  be 
irresistible.  Even  as  it  has  been,  the  manifest  concern  and  uneasiness 
of  the  godless  portion  of  our  students  at  that  period,  is  evidence  of  thdr 
faith  in  the  power  of  prayer;  and,  in  many  instances,  the  commence- 
ment of  revivals,  in  our  eastern  colleges  at  least,  dates  at  the  period  of 
this  concert." 

To  the  above  remarks  of  this  respected  Christian  layman,  we  may 
add  that  it  is  deeply  to  be  regrettea  that  our  academies  and  coll^;es 
are  so  seldom  made  the  subjects  of  prayer,  especially  m  our  Sabbath 
ministrations.  We  pray  you,  brethren,  embrace  this  most  momentous 
interest  m  your  hearts  and  your  prayers,  and  lead  the  Church  into 
earnest  supplication  for  our  young  men,  and  for  those  institutions  by 
which  the  higher  elements  of  their  characters  are  to  be  shaped.  If  you 
wish  piety  to  be  enlightened  by  learning,  and  leaminc^  to  be  sanctified 
by  piety,  consecrate  these  to  God.  Then  will  the  divme  Spirit  shower 
still  more  glorious  baptisms  upon  them;  and  a  noble  generation  of 
Christian  scholars  and  Christian  ministers  will  arise,  thankful  to  us  for 
giving  them  the  means  of  excelling  ourselves. 
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At  the  last  General  Conference  there  were  propojonded  to  the  heads 
of  all  our  literary  institutions  eleven  queries  in  re^d  to  their  condition 
and  history^  and  answers  were  requested.  This  committee,  immediately 
after  their  appointment,  at  the  present  session,  took  such  measures  as 
were  in  their  power  to  procure  the  answers,  and  the  results  of  their 
unperfect  returns  are  presented  in  the  following  tabular  view.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  same  plan  will  be  continued  from  session  to  session, 
so  that  a  systematic  and  progressive  view  of  our  educational  interests 
may  be  in  permanent  possession  of  the  Church. 

IFor  Tabular  View  of  InttUutioru  and  SeminarUt,  $eepagi$  168^169.] 

Besolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  our  congregations  to  observe 
the  "  annual  concert  of  prayer  for  colleges,"  in  accordance  with  the  cus- 
tom of  other  evangelical  Churches ;  and  that  our  ministry  are  earnestly 
requested  to  make  our  literary  institutions  a  promment  subject  of  prayer 
in  their  Sabbath  ministrations. 

Besolifed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  our  ministry  to  preach  at 
least  one  sermon  annually  on  the  subject  of  education. 

JReaolved,  That  the  heads  of  our  colleges  and  other  literary  institutions 
are  specially  requested  to  report  for  the  next  General  Conference  a  state- 
ment of  their  condition,  suitable  to  be  embraced  m  a  tabular  view  similar 
to  that  presented  in  tUs  report 

D.  D.  Wbxdov, 
H.  J.  Clabsx, 
A.  Stevbks, 
L.  Spbbbt, 
S.  8.  BoazBLLy 
M.  Crow. 
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R.— REPORT  ON  THE  REVISION  OF  THE  CATECHISM& 

To  the  Qeneral  Conferemce  of  the  Methodist  Epiecopal  Churchy  assembled 
at  Boston,  May,  1852. 

Fathers  and  BRBTHRBN,-^The  undersigned^  the  Editor  of  Sunday* 
school  publications  by  appointment  of  the  General  Conference  of  1848, 
found  himself  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  that  body,  which  may  be 
referred  to  on  page  113  of  the  printed  Journal,  in  the  following  words,  to 
wit : —  / 

'*  Resolved,  That  our  standard  Catechisms  be  revised  by  the  Editor  of 
our  Sunday-School  Books,  under  the  superviuon  of  the  Book  Committee 
at  New-York." 

In  pursuance  of  the  duty  enjoined  by  the  above  resolution,  the  under- 
signed, at  the  earliest  opportunity,  solicited  the  instruction  of  the  Book 
Committee  as  to  the  best  mode  of  procedure.  The  Book  Committee, 
after  due  deliberation,  resolved  to  nominate  a  ''  Committee  on  the  Cate- 
chism," conasting  of  Bishop  Hedding,  Bev.  Dr.  Clin,  Rev.  Dr.  Bangs 
and  Rev.  Dr.  Bbldich;  who,  having  been  severally  notified  of  their 
appointment,  consented  to  serve  on  the  committee. 

After  repeated  notices,  it  was  found  impracticable  for  thb  committee 
to  hold  a  session  of  sufficient  length  to  accomplish  the  proposed  work  of 
revision  in  joint-meeting.  The  Editor  was,  therefore,  instructed  to  briuff 
the  work  to  a  state  of  forwardness,  and  then  submit  it  to  the  assembled 
committee.  The  assigned  task  was  found  to  be  one  of  no  little  difficulty 
and  labour,  requiring  entire  abstraction  from  all  other  engagements,  and 
constant  reference  to  numerous  catechisms,  text-books  of  divinity,  <fec.,  ^. 
Amid  the  pressing  routine  and  especial  urgency  of  his  official  duti^  for 
the  last  four  years,  it  has  only  been  possible  for  your  Sunday-School 
Editor,  by  efforts  repeated  at  several  different  periods,  to  secure  a 
sufficient  amount  of  undivided  time  for  the  proper  accomplishment  of 
the  desired  revision.  Fortunately  for  hmiself  and  the  Church,  Rev.  Dr. 
M'Clintock,  Editor  of  the  Quarteidy  Review,  consented,  on  invitation,  to 
aid  in  the  practical  labour  proposed.  This  labour  was  performed  in  the 
most  patient  and  careful  manner,  occupying  an  amount  of  time  which 
few  would  conjecture  from  the  dimensions  of  the  work  produced. 

The  primary  labour  having  been  thus  completed,  the  result  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  entire  committee,  and  anahrsed,  word  by  word,  in  a  pro- 
tracted examination ;  at  the  conclusion  of  which  the  following  certificate 
was  furnished : — 

"  The  undersigned,  appointed  by  the  Book  Committee  to  examine  the 
Catechism  to  be  revised  according  to  the  vote  of  the  last  General  Confer- 
ence by  the  Editor  of  Sunday-School  Books,  hereby  report  that  we  have, 
to  the  best  of  our  ability,  performed  the  du^  assignea  us.  The  mann- 
script,  submitted  by  the  Editor  of  Sunday-School  Books,  was  carefully 
considered,  and  after  mature  reflection  we  do  not  heatate  to  approve  oiF 
it,  and  recommend  it  for  general  use  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

"  E.  HSDDINO,       S.  Ous, 
N.  Bangs,  J.  Holdich. 

"Nbw-Yobk.  Apra  18. 1861." 
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TUs  certificate  applied  to  Catechism  No.  1,  which  is  the  text  or  basis 
used  m  each  number  of  the  series.  Having  thus  briefly  stated  the  suc- 
cessive steps  by  which  the  Catechisms  now  submitted  for  the  sanction  of 
the  General  Conference  have  been  prepared,  it  is  next  in  order  to  explain 
the  plan  and  character  of  the  Catechisms  themselves. 

The  Catechisms  heretofore  in  use  among  us  were  those  of  the  Wesleyan 
Methodists  of  Great  Britain,  compiled  and  published  by  order  of  the 
BritLsh  Conference.  They  were  never  adopted  officially  by  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Churchy  but  simply  republiished  and  sold  at  our  Book 
Concern,  in  the  absence  of  any  sunilar  publication  of  our  own. 

They  consisted  of  three  numbers :  the  first  '*  for  children  of  tender 
years ;"  the  second  "  for  children  of  seven  years  and  upwards ;"  the  third, 
on  the  evidences  of  Christianity  and  the  truth  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
"  for  the  use  of  young  persons." 

Numbers  1  and  2  of  this  series  were  the  only  ones  extensively 
used  in  our  Sunday  schools.  No.  3  being  regarded  as  too  abstruse  and 
cumbersome*  One  of  the  difficulties  attacmng  itself  to  this  series  of 
catechisms  grew  out  of  the  difference  between  the  arrangement  and 
language  of  the  several  numbers,  by  which  the  labour  of  instruction  and 
acquijaement  was  unnecessarily  increased. 

This  consideration  induced  many  to  make  no  use  of  No.  1 .  No.  2,  there- 
fore, was  the  principal,  if  not  the  only  Catechism  generally  and  practically 
adopted  in  our  Church.  That  Catechism  is  known  to  have  been  prepared 
by  the  Rev.  Richard  Watson  at  the  request  of  the  'British  Conference. 

While  it  has  been  uniformly  conceded  that  said  Catechism  possesses 
the  excellence  of  presenting  a  fair  statement  of  our  theological  views,  it 
has  long  been  the  opinion  of  numbers  among  us,  both  mmisters  and  peo- 
ple, that  it  lacks  many  qualities  essential  to  the  objects  of  catechetical 
instruction  throughout  our  extended  communion. 

Instead  of  the  necessary  brevitv  and  directness,  many  of  its  answers 
are^  long  and  complicated.  Instead  of  stating  truth  in  the  simplest  words, 
many  of  its  terms  are  technical,  and  hard  to  be  understood  and  memo- 
rized by  children. 

Besides,  a  critical  examination  shows  that  the  work,  as  a  whole,  is  a 
paraphrase  of  the  Westminster  Catechism,  with  an  infusion  of  Amdnian 
theology. 

It  was  evident,  therefore,  that  what  was  called  for  by  the  order  of 
the  General  Conference  was  no  mere  verbal  revision,  no  mere  prun- 
ing of  words  and  dilution  of  tenns;  but  a  complete  reconstruction 
of  the  Catechism,  adapted  to  the  times  and  coimtry  in  which  we  live. 
Such  a  reconstruction  has  been  made  upon  a  systematic  and  compre- 
hensive plan,  with  scrupulous  care  to  give  short  answers  m  sunple  words, 
and  yet  to  express  "  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth." 

A  comparison  of  this  new  Catechism  with  all  other  existing  Cate- 
chisms, wHL  show  that  while  no  one  has  been  copied,  yet  t£at  the 
chief  excellences  of  all  have  been  combined  and  harmonized  under 
the  great  advantages  growing  out  of  the  practical  expeience  and, 
demonstrations  of  the  Sunday-school  system  for  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century. 
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The  first  characteristic  of  the  pkn  adopted  is  to  have  ovb  Cats* 
OHisM — so  that  what  is  learned  in  childhood  may  foe  rememhered  through 
life,  and  not  displaced  from  the  mind  by  sncceeding  lessons,  however 
amplified. 

'6ie  second  distinguishing  feature  of  the  present  plan  is  to  have  the 
Church  Catechism  published  in  different  forms  in  connexion  with  an  ex- 
pansive series  of  instructions  rising  in  gradation  and  enlarging  in  corre- 
spondence with  the  years  and  capacities  of  the  pupils.  No.  1  is  the  sim- 
ple Catechism.  No.  2  is  the  same  Catechism  proved  and  illustrated  by 
Scripture.  No.  3  is  the  Catechism  accompanied  by  a  summaiy  of  its 
sections,  an  analysis  of  its  doctrines,  an  explanation  of  terms,  and  an  ad- 
dition of  sundry  important  questions  and  answers. 

This  plan  will  admit  of  indefinite  enlargement ;  and  although  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  present  series  will  answer  all  necessary  catechetical  pur- 
poses for  our  Sunday  schools,  youth  and  families,  yet  it  may  be  in  place 
to  express  the  hope  that  in  due  time  we  shall  have,  as  a  Church  and  Con- 
ference Text-Book,  a  complete  and  systematic  body  of  divinity  written 
upon  American  soil  and  arranged  upon  this  basis.  Respecting  the  pub- 
lication of  the  new  Catechism,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  General  Con- 
ference resolution  under  which  it  has  been  prepared  makes  no  prMnsion. 
Some  have  hence  inferred,  that  the  work,  having  been  completed,  should 
have  been  published  and  brought  into  use  long  a^.  Others  have  in- 
ferred that  the  revised  woi^  should  be  reported  as  it  now  is  to  the  Gen- 
eral Conference ;  and  if  approved,  published  under  its  explicit  sanction. 
Without  discussing  the  proprieties  of  the  case,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  say 
that  in  all  the  circumstances,  the  latter  course  has  been  the  only  feasible 
one.  That  course  having  been  adopted,  the  text  of  the  revised  Cate- 
chisms is  herewith  submitted  to  the  General  Conference  to  be  examined, 
improved,  or  rejected  at  your  discretion. 

Should  the  thorough  examination  of  a  judicious  committee  of  this  body 
result  m  its  approval,  and  should  the  General  Conference  then  officially 
order  its  publication^  it  will  go  forth  to  the  Chinch  with  the  highest  pos- 
sible sanctions,  and  not  fail  to  secure  the  universal  use  and  confidence  of 
our  people.  In  a  few  weeks  it  may  be  printed  and  diffused  to  the  ex- 
tremities of  our  Zion.  On  the  supposition  that  such  will  be  the  result,  it 
is  hoped  that  active  measures  will  be  employed  to  secure  a  more  general 
and  thorough  use  of  our  Catechisms  both  in  our  churches,  our  Sunday 
schools  and  our  families. 

It  ]a  believed  that  with  the  advantages  of  the  new  Catedusms  the  duty 
of  studying  Scripture  truth  in  a  systematic  manner  may  become  a  de- 
light ;  still,  method,  effort  and  perseverance  will  be  required,  as  indis- 
pensable means  of  securing  the  desired  results. 

Of  the  vast  importance  of  catechetical  instruction,  as  a  means  of 
establishing  and  extending  the  Church  of  God,  it  would  be  superfluous 
here  to  speak.  That  such  instruction  has  been,  from  various  causes,  too 
much  neglected  among  us,  hitherto,  is  a  painful  fact  which  it  becomes  us 
diligently  to  remedy  in  future. 

With  these  brief  explanations  and  suggestions  the  underugned  desires 
respectfully  to  surrenaer  the  responsibuity  intrusted  to  him  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Catechisms,  hoping  that  his  labours  and  those  of  the  dis- 
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tinguished  brethren  associated  with  him  (two  of  whom  have  already 
patted  from  labour  to  reward)  will  not  have  been  m  vain. 
Dandbl  p.  Eiddbr, 
Editor  of  Sunday-School  PMieations. 
Niw-ToBK,  jfyrO,  1862. 


a— MEMORIAL  OF  THE    SUNDAY-SCHOOL  UNION  OF  THE  METHODIST 
EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  TO  THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  OF  1862. 

Dbar  Fathers  and  Brethren, — Your  quadrennial  assemblage  gives 
the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Sunday-School  Union  another  opportunity 
of  laying  before  you  some  statements  respecting  the  recent  progress  and 
the  present  condition  of  the  Sunday-school  enterprise  in  our  Church. 
It  is  with  unfeigned  gratitude  to  God  that  we  are  enabled  to  present,  as 
the  aggregate  of  our  official  statistics,  at  the  end  of  1851,  the  following 
numbers : — 

Sunday  schools,  8,706 ;  officers  and  teachers,  93,561 ;  scholars, 
473,311  ;  volumes  in  library,  1,260,658;  Bible  classes,  6,034;  scholars 
in  infant  classes,  38,641  ;  expenses  of  schools  the  past  year,  $66,124 ; 
amount  raised  for  Sunday-School  Union,  $6,668  ;  conversions  in  1861, 
14,627. 

The  following  is  our  net  increase  during  the  last  four  years,  1848-62: 


Increase  in  1848, 
1849, 
1850, 
1861, 

School.. 

190 
676 
687 
685 

Teaehm. 

6,118 

8,610 

10,966 

8,721 

16,802 
86,201 
37,356 
48,722 

Vote,  la  lib. 

108,527 
136,407 
149,497 
148,475 

ToUl  Exp. 
orSekoob. 

46,848 
48.079 
64,687 
66,124 

Total 

8,240 

9,014 

11,398 

14,567 

Total  increase,  2,138     28,416  133,081     537,906  $215,683     43,209 

Our  increase   during  the  preceding  four )  ^"^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

years,  1844-8,  was    ....       '  '  ' 

Excess  of  increase  during  the  last  four  years        -  -  -  ,.  ^- .  ^-  ^^- 

over  the  four  years  preceding,     .         .  f     ^^^  ^'^^*  ^^'^^^ 

Total  mcrease  in  eight  years,    .         .         .     4,160  49,816  212,468 

The  great  and  encouraging  increase  thus  stated,  is  to  be  attributed 
under  the  bles^nng  of  God  to  a  more  complete  development  of  our  sys- 
tem of  Sunday-school  operations,  and  to  a  more  general  activity  through- 
out the  Church  m  the  use  of  the  various  means  by  which  Sunday  schools 
are  established  and  promoted.  While  facilities  are  rapidly  increasing,  so 
also  new  openings  are  constantly  offering  for  the  spread  of  this  cause. 
The  claims  made  upon  this  institution  for  aid  were  never  more  general 
nor  more  urgent  than  now,  and  the  debt  upon  our  treasury  was  never 
before  so  great  as  at  the  bc^nin^  of  this  year.  Thus  God  in  his  provi- 
dence  continues  to  demand  the  hberality  and  the  zealous  efforts  of  all 
who  would  serve  him  by  endeavours  to  sustain  the  cause  of  Stmday 
schools. 
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It  18  not  our  purpose  in  thn  communication  to  burden  your  attention 
with  anything  irreleyant  to  those  practical  interests  which  ought  to  re- 
ceive your  consideration,  and,  if  you  judge  proper,  your  official  action. 
As  the  publication  of  Sunday-school  boolra  belongs  to  the  Book  Concern, 
we  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  that  institution  for  information  as  to  the 
increase  of  business  and  the  amount  of  sales  in  the  Sunday-school  de- 
partment. 

During  the  four  years  preceding  1848  more  than  three  hundred  new 
volumes  were  added  to  our  Sunday-school  libraries.  The  last  four  years 
have  witnessed  an  addition  of  four  hundred  more,  making  the  handsome 
aggregate  of  one  thousand  bound  volumes  now  on  our  Sunday-School 
Catalogue.  During  the  same  last-mentioned  period,  the  Sunday  School 
Advocate  has  advanced  in  its  circulation  from  80,000  to  about  100,000. 
At  this  point  the  Board  of  Mans^ers  would  respectfully  suggest  to  you 
to  inquire  whether  m  justice  to  this  department  the  editorship  of  Tracts 
should  not  henceforward  be  detached  from  that  of  Sunday- School 
Publications. 

Eight  years  ago,  when  a  distinct  Sunday-school  editorship  was  first 
created,  there  might  have  been  room  for  doubt,  whether  a  Sunday- 
School  Editor  would  have  enough  to  do  to  employ  his  time.  Hence, 
probably,  rather  than  because  there  was  any  special  affinity  between  the 
two  departments,  the  editorship  of  Sunday-school  publications  and  tracts 
was  combined  into  one  office. 

Our  impression  is,  that  the  practical  experiment  of  the  eight  years  now 
closing,  has  shown  that  the  editorial  labours  of  the  Sunday-school  de- 
partment alone  are  sufficient  for  one  Editor ;  they  probably  not  being  ex- 
ceeded in  amount  by  any  other  editorial  office  in  tne  Church. 

But  if  this  were  pot  so,  the  Sunday-School  Editor  will  always  find  de- 
mands upon  his  time  and  efforts  as  Corresponding  Secretary  of  this 
Union.  Between  these  two  offices  there  is  an  obvious  and  a  close  affinity, 
which  cannot  be  overlooked  without  prejudice  to  the  usefulness  of  both. 
We  think  ourselves  safe  in  presuming  that  not  less  than  one-fourth  of  the 
time  of  your  Sunday-School  Editor,  during  the  last  eight  years,  has 
been  employed  in  the  direct  service  and  aid  of  this  Union. 

Such  services  were  essential  to  the  organization  of  a  new  class  of  be- 
nevolent agencies,  and  to  their  introduction  to  the  general  notice  and  sup- 
port of  the  Church.  Hereafter,  precisely  the  same  kind  of  labours  may 
not  be  requisite ;  and  yet,  ^ith  a  field  of  action  widening  before  us,  and 
our  responsibilities  increasing  in  every  direction,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
corresponding  secretaryship  of  this  institution  will  make  no  inconsidera- 
ble drafts  upon  the  time  and  energies  of  any  incumbent.  Hence,  as  well 
as  in  view  of  the  multiplied  labours  of  the  editorial  department  alone,  we 
feel  called  upon  to  request  of  you  such  a  disposition  of  the  Tract  de- 
partment as  will  relieve  the  Sunday-School  Editor  of  all  responsibilities 
in  that  direction. 

The  Board  having  attentivelv  considered  the  state  and  prospects  of 
the  Sunday-school  enterprise  m  our  Church,  its  members  are  of  the 
opinion  that  our  system  of  operations  is  emphatically  a  good  one ;  use- 
ful in  its  present  workings,  and  destined,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  to  pro- 
duce, still  greater  and  more  beneficial  results  in  future. 
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Neyertheless,  when  we  look  ai  the  benevolent  or  missionary  depart- 
ment of  our  Sunday-school  operations,  and  perceive  how  small  an 
amount  of  funds  is  annually  contributed  by  a  Church  of  700,000  mem- 
bers to  aid  in  founding  new  and  in  succouring  destitute  Sunday  schools, 
we  are  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  some  new  arrangements  or  meas- 
ures for  arousing  the  Church  to  a  larger  and  a  more  systematic  liberality 
m  behalf  of  this  Union. 

In  the  present  state  of  things,  that  provision  of  our  Discipline,  by 
which  an  Annual  Conference  may  appoint  an  agent  to  labour  within  its 
bounds  in  behalf  of  Sunday  schools,  is  practically  unavailable  for  the 
purposes  of  this  Union. 

Agents  are  rarely  appointed  under  the  provision;  and  when  so  app<Mnted 
hitherto,  they  have  usually  been  ministers  superannuated  or  in  feeble 
health. 

Indeed  there  are  good  reasons  why  such  appointments  should  not  be 
made  in  all  the  conferences ;  e.  g. : — 

1.  So  large  a  number  is  uncaSed  for. 

2.  The  amount  of  funds  that  would  be  required  for  their  support 
would  be  so  great  as  to  embarrass  the  benevolent  designs  contempla^. 

3.  Agents  acting  in  some  thirty  different  conferences  without  a  com- 
mon direction,  would  not  be  likely  to  secure  a  harmonious  result. 

Besides,  a  general  conviction  prevails  among  us  and  our  people,  that 
it  is  better  to  depend  upon  the  regular  ministry  in  our  several  charges 
for  Sunday-school  labours  and  influences  than  to  incur  the  expense  and  to 
form  the  habit  of  employing  special  agents  to  do  a  general  work. 

These  and  other  ^milar  considerations  have  had,  and  will  continue  to 
have,  the  effect  of  preventing  appointments  under  the  provision  alluded 
to,  and  our  Discipline  contains  no  other  provision  of  any  kind  for  agents 
or  extra  labourers  in  behalf  of  the  Sunday-school  cause. 

In  this  state  of  thhigs  we  feel  called  upon  to  request  such  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  Discipline  as  will  allow  the  Bishops  to  appoint  a  travelling 
minister  to  be  an  agent  of  this  Union,  when,  in  the  combined  judgment 
of  the  Union  and  of  the  Bishops,  such  an  appointment  is  called  for. 

We  can  imagine  several  cases  in  which  such  an  appointment  would 
conduce  highly  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Church.  Whereas  one  con- 
ference seldom  wishes  the  services  of  a  Sunday-school  agent  exclusively 
within  its  bounds,  it  often  happens  that  several  conferences  would  be 
glad  jointly  to  have  the  labours  of  a  well-qualified  Sunday-school  agent. 

Supposing,  for  example,  that  it  should  be  thought  desirable  to  employ 
a  minister  sSapted  to  the  work  in  some  four  or  five  of  the  more  remote 
conferences,  let  us  see  what  he  miffht  do  for  the  direct  promotion  of 
the  Sunday-school  interests  of  the  Church. 

He  might  visit  conferences  which  the  Corresponding  Secretary  could 
not  reach ;  he  might  attend  Sunday-school  conventions,  and  lecture  on  the 
proper  qualifications  of  teachers  and  the  best  modes  of  instruction ;  he 
might  take  collections  in  behalf  of  the  Union,  preach  to  children,  facili- 
tate the  mtroduction  of  our  books  and  papers,  and  in  a  variety  of  ways 
arouse  new  zeal  and  activity  both  among  our  ministers  and  people  re- 
specting every  branch  of  Sunday-school  effort. 

This  work  having  been  done  faithfully  for  a  year  or  two  in  a  given 
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region,  and  the  cause  having  received  a  suitable  impetus,  the  agent  might 
return  to  the  regular  work  of  the  ministry,  or  be  removed  to  some  other 
field  in  which  to  exert  a  similar  influence. 

Our  view  is,  that  this  class  of  labours  need  not  be  perpetuated,  but 
only  used  as  an  introduction  of  results  whieh  would  eventually  be 
secured  without  it,  but  at  a  more  distant  period. 

The  Union,  as  a  central  institution,  should  be  able  to  determine  by  its 
correspondence  and  observations  where  and  when  such  labours  are  most 
wanted,  and  in  connexion  with  the  Episcopacy  to  select  the  proper  men 
to  undertake  them. 

What  we  request,  therefore,  is  simply  the  addition  of  the  following 
words  in  the  Discipline,  Part  i,  chap,  iv,  §  1,  second  answer  to  ques- 
tion third,  following  the  words  distributing  tracts,  fourth  line  from  the 
end  of  the  answer :  "  Also,  when  requested  by  the  Sunday-School  Union, 
to  appoint  an  agent  or  agents  of  said  Union,  to  labour  under  its  directbn 
and  for  the  promotion  of  its  interests  and  objects." 

This  regulation  Tivnll,  so  far  as  we  can  see,  fully  provide  for  the  con- 
tingency stated,  and  at  the  same  time  be  fully  guarded  against  any 
misapplication. 

If  made,  it  will  remain  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board  whether  to  act 
under  it  or  not ;  and  when  action  is  taken  by  the  Board,  it  will  still  be  at 
the  option  of  the  Bishop  whether  to  co-operate  with  it  or  not 

Thus  a  joint  and  harmonious  action  will  be  secured  in  every  case ;  and 
if,  on  trial,  the  privilege  granted  should  be  found  unnecessary  or  unde- 
sirable, it  will  fall  into  disuse. 

Signed,  in  conclusbn,  by  order  of  the  Board, 
B.  Griffen,  President, 
Wm.  Trublow,  Recording  Sec^y. 

Nbw-York,  AprU  26, 1852. 


T.— REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CHARTERED  PTJITD. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  "  Trustees  of 
the  Chartered  Fund,"  and  the  accompanying  documents,  beg  leave  to 
present  the  following  report : — 

The  Committee  have  examined  the  exhibit  of  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments for  the  last  four  years,  and  find  it  correct.  The  exhibit  also  con- 
tains a  list  of  securities,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  fund  now  invested 
in  bonds  and  mortgages,  stocks  and  other  securities,  including  an  unm- 
vested  balance  of  |3,125  23,  amounts  to  $41,635  29.  The  Committee 
are  satisfied  that  the  trust  is  managed  by  the  Trustees  with  skill  and 
fidelity. 

The  General  Conference  of  1848,  held  at  Pittsburgh,  authorized  the 
Trustees  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  ior  an  alteration  m 
their  Charter ;  this  they  did,  and  obtained  it  in  February,  1849,  a  copy 
of  which  is  sent  to  the  General  Conference,  which  we  recommend  may 
be  read  to  the  Conference  and  entered  on  the  Journal.  The  Trustees 
ask  that  the  General  Conference  will,  bv  resolution,  ratifv  and  confirm 
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the  Amendments  to  the  Charter.  The  Committee  have  considered  all 
the  suggestions  of  the  Report,  and,  believing  them  proper,  present  to 
the  Qeneral  Conference  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  manner  in  which  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered 
Fund  have  managed  the  trust  during  the  last  four  years,  meets  the  cor- 
dial approval  of  this  General  Conference. 

2.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences,  in 
General  Conference  assembled.  That  the  Amendments  to  the  Charter  of 
the  Chartered  Fund  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, February,  1849 — a  copy  of  which  has  been  presented  to  this  Gen- 
eral Conference — be,  and  they  are  hereby,  ratified  and  confirmed. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  Trustees  in  relation  to  the  legal 
proceedings  which  have  been  commenced  against  them,  as  set  forth  in 
their  report,  meets  the  entire  approval  of  the  General  Conference. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  election  of  William  P.  Hacker,  by  the  Trustees 
of  the  Chartered  Fund,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation 
of  George  Ireland,  be  approved. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  General  Conference  be  tendered 
to  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund  for  theur  care  and  fidelity  m  the 
discbarge  of  their  duties. 

6.  ^solved.  That  the  apportionment  of  the  funds  in  hand,  which  is 
made  by  the  Trustees  on  the  first  of  January  in  each  year,  among  the 
eiisting  Annual  Conferences,  shall  not  be  altered  by  the  formation  of 
any  new  Annual  Conference  or  Conferences  during  the  current  year ;  but 
the  amount  which  any  Conference  would  have  drawn,  had  it  remained 
undivided,  shall  be  equitably  divided  between  the  two  for  the  current 
year,  after  it  shall  have  been  divided. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
the  foregoing  report  and  resolutions  to  the  Ti-ustees  of  the  Chartered 
Fund.  T.  J.  THOMPSofK,  Chairman. 


U.— ADDRESS  TO  THE  BRITISH  CONFERENCE. 

To  the  British  Conference  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church, 

RivsREim  AND  DEAR  Brethrxn, — It  hss  causcd  us  deep  regret  that  we 
have  received  no  communication  from  your  venerable  body  in  reply  to 
our  letter,  transmitted  through  Dr.  Dixon,  who,  four  years  since,  so  ably 
and  acceptably  performed  the  duty  of  a  representative  from  your  Con- 
ference to  ours.  But,  as  we  cannot  believe  that  your  failure  to  write  to 
us  arose  from  any  diminution  of  fraternal  regard  on  your  part,  and  must 
attribute  it  only  to  accident,  we  cannot  allow  the  opportunity  afforded 
by  our  assembly  in  General  Conference  to  pass  without  renewing  to  you 
our  assurances  of  Christian  affection  and  brotherly  sympathy.  We  re- 
joice to  believe,  and  we  account  it  one  of  the  distmguishmg  marks  of  the 
divine  favour,  that  Methodists  throughout  the  world  are  one  in  heart 
and  feeling ;  and  we  wish  especially  to  cherish  and  preserve  the  most 
intimate  relations  with  your  body,  and  with  the  Wesleyan  Methodists  of 
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tbe  British  Empire,  whom  you  represent.  We  greet  you,  then,  again,  m 
the  name  of  our  common  Lord,  as  brethren  beloved. 

The  want  of  a  letter  from  jou  has  been,  to  some  extent,  supplied  by 
the  visit  of  the  Rev.  Anson  Green,  delegate  from  the  Canada  Confer- 
ence of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church,  whose  ample  and  lucid  state- 
ments of  the  affairs  of  the  connexion  in  Canada  have  been  received  by 
our  body  with  lively  satisfaction.  Mr.  Green  also  gave  us  some  informal 
statements  with  regard  to  your  Conference  and  Church,  and  assured  us 
that  your  affection  for  us  remains  unabated. 

It  is  with  unfeigned  gratitude  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  that 
we  have  to  report  to  you  continued  growth  and  prosperity  within  onr 
borders.  The  last  four  years  of  our  history  have  been  signally  marked 
with  the  divine  favour.  "The  Lord  hath  been  our  stay;  Hb  hath 
brought  us  forth  also  into  a  large  place."  His  "  wonderful  works  which 
Ht  hath  done  unto  us  cannot  be  reckoned  up  in  order ;  if  we  would  de- 
clare and  speak  of  them,  they  are  more  than  can  be  numbered."  There 
are,  however,  a  few  points  of  special  interest  to  which  we  can  briefly 
and  thankfully  advert.  You  will  rejoice  to  learn  that  the  peace  of  our 
Church  has  been  unbroken  for  the  last  four  years ;  and  that  the  labours 
of  our  ministry  have  been  abundantly  honoured  with  the  divine  bless- 
ing. The  increase  in  our  membership  during  the  period  named  has  been 
ninety  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-six,  and  that  increase  has  been 
progressive,  as  follows :  namely,  in  the  first  year,  about  seven  thousand ; 
in  the  second  year,  about  twenty-three  thousand;  in  the  third  year, 
about  twenty-seven  thousand ;  and,  in  the  last  year,  about  thirty-two 
thousand.  We  are  happy  to  say,  also,  that  we  believe  that,  throughout 
the  Church,  there  haa  been  a  growth  in  spiritual  life  and  Christian  zeal, 
and,  especially,  in  many  quarters  there  has  been  awakened  a  new  mterest 
in  the  doctrine  and  practice  of  Christian  holiness.  Our  enterprises  of 
Christian  benevolence  have  also  been  more  amply  and  generally  sustained 
by  our  people  during  the  last  four  years  than  ever  l^fore.  There  has 
been  a  progressive  advance  in  our  missionary  contributions,  far  more 
than  proportionate  to  the  growth  in  our  numbers ;  the  amount  raised  in 
1848-9  being  about  $87,000 ;  in  1849-50,  about  |105,000 ;  in  1850-51, 
about  1133,000 ;  and  m  1 851-52,  about  $155,000.  And  our  Committee 
has  anticipated  a  further  growth  of  missionary  zeal  among  the  people, 
by  appropriating  $200,000  for  the  outlays  of  the  next  year. 

In  the  Sunday  school  department  we  have  a  similarly  gratifying  pros- 
perity to  record.  We  have  now  enrolled  ninety-three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one  officers  and  teachers  of  Sundav  schools,  four  hundred 
and  seventy -three  thousand  three,  hundred  and  eleven  scholars,  and  one 
million  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
volumes  in  Sunday-school  libraries.  In  the  circulation  of  religious  books 
and  periodicals,  there  has  also  been  a  marked  improvement,  and  with 
our  large  means  for  preparing  and  cuH^ulating  a  wholesome  literature 
throughout  our  countiy,  we  hope  for  still  greater  results  in  the  future. 

Our  home-work  is  extending  with  unparalleled  rapidity  on  this  conti- 
nent. On  our  Western  or  Pacific  Coast,  a  vast  empire  has  been  opened 
to  our  labours,  and  we  have  endeavoured,  as  far  as  our  means  would 
allow,  to  enter  it  and  cultivate  it.    Two  conferences  have  been  formed — 
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ihe  Oregon  Conference  nnd  the  California  Conference — and  we  have 
already  within  the  bounds  of  those  conferences  nearly  sixty  ministers  in 
active  service.  We  have  also  just  directed  the  estabhshment  of  a  Book 
Room  and  of  a  weekly  religious  Journal  in  San  Francisco. 

We  take  mat  pleasure  in  calling  your  attention  to  the  success  which 
has  attendea  our  work  among  the  G-erman  population  of  our  country. 
We  hare  now  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  ministers  and  ten  thousand 
members  among  them,  many  of  whom  are  converts  from  Romanism. 
Some  of  the  ministers  converted  here,  have  been  sent  back  to  their 
father-land  as  missionaries,  and  we  have  great  encouragement  in  the 
present  state  and  prospects  of  work  there. 

Within  the  last  year,  our  senior  Bishop,  the  Rev.  Elijah  Heddmg,  D.  D., 
has  been  removed  by  death.  He  closed  a  lon&^  life  of  devoted  and  ac- 
ceptable service  to  the  Church  by  a  happy  and  triumphant  death.  His 
name  is  held  among  us  as  a  synonym  for  all  that  is  pure  m  virtue,  lofty 
in  intellect,  and  complete  in  Christian  character  and  life. 

At  the  present  session  of  our  Conference  our  Episcopal  Board  has 
been  strengthened  by  the  election  of  four  brethren,  high  in  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  the  Church — ^the  Rev.  Drs.  Levi  Scott,  Matthew  Simp- 
son, and  Revs.  O.  C.  Baker  and  E.  R.  Ames. 

We  have  heard,  informally,  with  great  regret,  of  the  agitations  that 
have  existed  in  your  body  for  some  years  past,  and  sympathize  fully 
with  you.  We  rejoice  in  the  confident  belief  that  Methodism  in  Eng- 
land »  so  strongly  rooted  in  the  affections  of  the  people,  and,  what  is 
more,  so  surely  protected  by  Divine  Providence,  that  it  will  only  flourish 
the  more  after  these  storms  are  over.  We  have  no  doubt  that  in  this, 
as  m  all  things,  you  "  commit  your  ways  unto  the  Lord,  and  trust  also 
in  him  ;'*  and,  therefore,  we  are  assured  that  **  Hb  will  bring  forth  your 
righteousness  as  the  light,  and  your  judgment  as  the  noonday.'' 

The  Lord,  who  "loveth  judgment,*'  may  he  "uphold  you  in  your 
int^rity,  and  set  you  before  his  face  forever." 

We  are,  dear  brethren,  in  behalf  of  the  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  B.  Wauoh, 

T.  A.  Morris, 
Edmund  S.  Janbs, 
Levi  Soott, 

M.  SiMPSOK, 

OsMON  C.  Bakbr, 
Edward  R.  Ames. 
BonoK,  May  29, 1802. 

The  above  letter  is  rospeotfully  submitted  as  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  a  communication  to  the  British  Conference. 

John  M'Cuntook,  ') 
Gborob  Pbok,        I 
Alfred  Griffith,  \  Committee. 
G.  Wkbbsr,  f 

L.  W.  Bbrrt,         J 
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y^ADDRESS  OF  THE  BISHOPS  TO  THE  GENERAL  OONFSRENCS 
OF  THE  METHODIST  EPISOOPAL  OHUROH. 

To  the  Chneral  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Hpiscopai  Church, 

Ret.  BRBTHRENy  AND  Fbllow-Labourebs. — ^Assembled  in  the  eleTenth 
auadrennial  session  of  the  chief  council  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  it  is  deemed  suitable,  on  the  part  of  the  General  Superinl^- 
ents,  to  make  an  official  communication  to  you»  embracing  various  sub- 
jects of  interest  coming  under  their  general  oversight.  They  are  aware 
that  there  is  no  rule  of  Discipline  requiring  them  to  present  such  a  docu- 
ment, nor  has  there  been  established  a  umform  custom  in  favour  of  the 
course  now  pursued  by  them ;  but  they  cannot  doubt  the  readiness  ctf 
the  representatives  of  the  ministers  and  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  to  receive  their  address,  and  to  give  to  it  the  consider- 
ation which,  in  your  judgment,  it  may  deserve. 

The  occasion  of  your  convening  to  enter  upon  the  appropriate  duties 
of  your  delegation,  admits  of,  if  it  does  not  mvite,  brotherly  salutations 
and  ministerial  greetings.  We  avail  ourselves  of  it  to  say  to  you,  from 
our  hearts,  that  we  met,  most  cordially,  this  Conference  of  grave  and 
godly  men,  who  are  here  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  con- 
sult on  the  best  plans  and  regulations  for  the  promotion  of  the  interests 
of  Christianity.  We  hail  you  as  brethren  beloved^  and  salute  you  in 
the  Lord.  But  while  we  thus  indulge  in  delightful  ^9usions  of  brotherly 
love,  let  us  be  reminded  of  the  propriety  of  commencing  the  arduous 
and  responsible  duties  of  the  session  m  the  spirit  of  deep,  abidmg,  and 
controlling  piety,  and  throughout  its  continuance,  from  day  to  day,  let 
prayer  and  praise  ascend  from  our  midst  to  God,  "the  God  of  all 
grace,"  through  Jesus  Christ,  the  Redeemer  and  Mediator^  by  the 
heavenly  assistance  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

In  view  of  the  manifold  blessings  of  providence  and  grace  to  the 
Church,  and  to  our  country,  we  ought  to  feel  ourselves  especially  called 
on  to  praise  God  with  glad  hearts  and  joyful  tongues,  each  sayii^  with 
the  ardent  Psalmist :  ''  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul :  and  all  that  is  within 
me,  bless  his  holy  name.  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  forget  not 
all  his  benefits."  During  your  deliberations,  in  the  emphatic  language 
of  our  fathers,  "  Let  us  have  an  especial  care  to  set  God  always  before 
us.  And  in  the  mtermediate  hours,  let  us  redeem  all  the  time  we  can 
for  private  exercises.  Therein  let  us  give  ourselves  to  prayer  for  one 
another,  and  for  a  blessing  on  our  labour."  We  should  always  remember 
these  words  of  our  Divine  Master,  "  Without  me  you  can  do  nothing." 

Although  we  recognise,  with  pleasurable  emotions,  the  well-known 
faces  of  brethren  of  previous  sessions  of  the  General  Conference,  yet,  k 
looking  over  the  reverend  body  now  before  us,  we  can  but  exclaim  in 
the  language  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  :  "  The  fathers — where  are  they  ? 
And  the  prophets — do  they  live  forever  ?"  Few,  and  only  a  few,  of 
the  elder  class  of  Methodist  preachers  are  left  in  our  midst.  Most  of 
them  have  gone  from  the  sight  and  service  of  the  Church.  Noble  men ! 
how  much  did  they  suffer,  and  how  much  did  they  accomplish,  ^n  plant- 
ing and  cultivating  the  fields  of  Methodism,  on  which  their  succo>  •  •    ;ire 
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now  reaping  glorious  harvests.  Honoured  be  the  few  who  are  left  with 
us.  ClKrisned  be  the  memory  of  the  many  who  have  finished  their 
"  course  with  joy,  and  the  nunistiy  which  they  received  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  to  testify  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God." 

We  here  reach  a  point  in  this  address^  at  which  we  must  introduce  a 
topic  of  great  tenderness.  A  veneraUe  father,  whose  spirit,  example, 
labours,  and  counsels,  have  so  often  and  so  long  blessed  the  Church  of 
his  early  choice,  and  of  his  unwavering  devotion,  has  fallen  asleep  in 
Christ.  Bishop  Hedding,  after  half  a  century  of  active  and  laborious 
service  in  the  itinerant  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  has 
been  taken  from  toil  to  rest.  The  demise  of  this  great  and  good  min- 
ister of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  occurred  at  his  own  dwelling,  m  Pough- 
keepsie.  New- York,  on  the  ninth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1862.  His  end 
was  peaceful,  happy,  and  triumphant.  He  sustained  the  highly  respon- 
mble  office  of  General  Superintendent  of  the  Methodist  Epi^opal 
Church  for  nearly  twenty-eight  years.  With  a  strong  and  discriminating 
mind,  busily  engaged  for  so  many  years  in  acquirmg  knowledge  and 
wisdom  from  various  sources  of  hterature  and  science,  of  philosophy 
and  religion,  we  shall  not  be  regarded  as  extravagant  eulogists  when  we 
say,  that  he  has  left  few  equals  in  the  Church,  and,  take  him  all  in  all, 
no  superior  survives  him.  With  all  his  greatness  he  had  the  shnplicity 
<^  a  child.  His  amiability,  g^itleness,  and  kindness,  endeared  him  to 
all  with  whom  he  had  mtercourse — ^from  the  prattling  child  to  the  youth, 
to  the  middle-aged,  and  to  those  of  old  age  and  declining  years. 
All  felt  at  ease  in  the  society  of  this  truly  good  man,  and  were  delighted 
with  his  unpretendmg  and  attractive  mamiers.  As  a  preacher,  he  had 
many  and  great  exceUences.  As  an  administrative  officer,  he  was  justly 
esteemed  unrivaUed  in  the  soundness  of  his  .opinions,  the  correctness  of 
his  constitutional  views  and  legal  decisions,  and  the  dignity  and  lurbanify 
of  his  manner.  His  precious  memory,  and  his  bright  example,  are  with 
the  Church,  and  they  will,  we  doubt  not,  prove  beneficial  to  his  col- 
k^ues  and  successors  m  office,  to  his  ministerial  brethren,  and  to  the 
membership  of  the  Church  generally. 

Although,  in  accordance  with  the  doctrine  of  the  supreme  headship 
of  Christ,  from  "  whom  all  rule  and  all  authority"  proceed,  your  func- 
tions, as  a  delegated  body,  are  not  strictly,  in  the  common  accepta- 
tion of  the  term,  legislative,  yet  the  duties  you  have  met  to  perform,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  mto  efifect  the  commands  of  the  great  Master 
for  the  regulation  of  "  the  household  of  faith,"  are  most  sacred  and 
responsible.  The  preservation  of  the  unity  of  that  branch  of  the 
Christian  Church  with  which  we  are  so  inthnately  connected,  its  sound* 
neas  in  doctrine  and  disciplme,  its  spirituality  and  morals,  and  especially 
its  enlargement  and  extension  throughout  the  world,  will  give  full  scope 
for  the  exercise  of  the  warmest  zeal  and  most  expanded  love  which  can 
inspire  the  hearts  of  ministers  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  These  great 
ana  good  objects  are  sufficient  to  call  us  together  for  counsel,  deliber- 
ation, and  action,  for  carrying  into  efiect  the  laws  of  "  the  kingdom," 
without  aspiring  to  legislative  powers  in  our  General  Conference,  except 
m  due  subordination  to  the  authority  of  **  One  who  is  our  Master,"  and 
strictly  within  the  limits  which  have  been  assigned  to  us.    Disclaiming, 
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therafore,  that  h^b-sonnding  appellation  of  "the  supreme  kgiskidTe 
body"  of  the  Church,  we  prefer  to  contemplate  its  functions  as  admin- 
istrative and  judicial,  rather  than  as  bein^  strictly  legislative^ 

Methodism  had  its  origin  in  England  alitUe  more  than  a  century  ago ; 
and  from  thence  was  introduced  mto  America,  somewhat  more  than 
eighty  years  since.  Small  in  its  commencement,  and  without  any  design 
or  expectation,  on  the  part  of  its  illustrious  founder,  of  its  assuming  the 
distinctive  character  of  an  independent  Church,  it  has  in  both  countries 
become  two  amon^  the  best  organized,  and  most  effective  branches  of 
the  Church  of  Chnst,  having  been  blessed  with  a  success  which  finds  no 
parallel  in  modem  times.  As  such  events  were  not  anticipated  as  have 
been  developed  by  its  operation,  no  arrangements  were  adopted  for  the 
formation  of  a  distinct  Church  among  the  Wesleyan  Methodists  m 
Great  Britain.  But  in  America  it  was  soon  found  to  be  necessary  to 
have  a  regular,  distinct,  and  independent  ecclesiastical  orffanization. 
After  consultation  with  the  Rev.  John  Wesley,  and  in  accordance  with 
hb  advice,  the  Methodists  in  Americ-a  were  organized  under  the  name 
and  style  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  whose  polity  is  now  what 
it  was  at  its  organization,  modified  in  some  of  its  features,  without 
changing  any  of  its  fundamental  principles.  The  Wesleyan  Methodists 
of  Great  Britain  have  subsequently  taken  on  the  essential  features  of  an 
independent  and  distinct  Church  organization,  but  without  any  specific  or 
formal  announcement  thereof.  A  vital  element  has  been  in  both  organ- 
izations from  the  beginning,  and  has  operated  with  unimpaired  vigour. 
This  principle  is  found  in  the  itinerant  character  of  the  ministry,  an 
attribute  which  has  been  regarded  with  strong  attachment  by  both  the 
ministry  and  laity  from  the  beginning  until  now.  It  rests  on  mutual 
surrender  and  confidence ;  and  while  these  remain,  this  element  will  con- 
tinue to  operate,  by  the  blessmg  of  God,  the  happiest  results.  To 
apply  and  direct  this  principle,  the  General  Conference  have  selected 
from  the  Eldership,  from  time  to  time,  men  in  whom  they  have  reposed 
confidence,  have  invested  them  with  the  office,  and  clothed  them  with 
the  powers  of  General  Superintendents;  having  thus  constituted  them, 
they  are  held  responsible  for  the  proper  performance  of  the  duties  of 
th^ir  office.  In  carrying  into  practical  effect  an  itinerant  ministry,  it  has 
been  wisely  determined  that  the  Bishops  shall  be  themselves  itinerants^ 
in  their  relation  and  services.  They  are,  consequently,  required  *'to 
travel  through  the  connexion  at  large,"  and  exercise  a  personal  over- 
sight. So  important  did  our  fathers  consider  this  feature  in  the  econ- 
omy of  Methodism,  as  to  guard  it  by  constitutional  provision,  and  put  it 
beyond  the  exercise  of  the  legitimate  powers  of  the  General  Conference 
by  a  restriction,  which  declares  that  "  they  shall  not  change  or  alter  any 
part  or  rule  of  our  government,  so  as  to  do  away  Episcopacy,  c« 
destroy  the  plan  of  our  itinerant  general  superintendency."  With' such 
views  of  our  system,  derived  from  the  Discipline,  and  illustrated  by  our 
predecessors,  it  will  not  surprise  you  that  we  call  your  attention  particu- 
larly to  this  subject,  and  admonish  you  of  the  necessity  of  guarding 
against  any  such  modification  of  the  General  Superintendency  as  would 
l)€  likely  to  result  in  the  introduction  of  Diocesan  Episcopacy,  and  thus 
infinct  the  constitutional  restriction  here  brought  to  view.     We  cannot 
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but  fear  thai  any  suoh  modification  of  the  plan  of  our  itinerant  G^ei'al 
Sup^intendency  as  would  be  involyed  in  restricting  Episcopal  labours  to  a 
definite  and  limited  sphere,  would,  at  no  distant  period,  lead  to  the  intro- 
duction of  Diocesan  Episcopacy,  than  which,  in  our  judgment,  nothing 
would  be  more  likely  to  destroy  the  itinerant  General  Superintendency, 
and  in  this  way  change  the  essential  character  of  our  economy.  This 
consideration  alone  is  sufficient  to  awaken  apprehensions  of  danger  to 
the  itinerancy  at  a  point  where  it  should  operate  with  untrammelled 
vigour,  to  say  nothing  of  the  liability  of  a  comparatively  local  superin- 
tendency, for  a  period,  say,  of  four  years,  to  introduce  an  administration 
not  m  exact  harmony  with  our  general  plan,  which,  having  been  once 
introduced,  would,  by  the  same  administrator,  be  apt  to  be  repeated 
annually,  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  his  appointment  to  his 
diocese,  or  district ;  thus  not  only  giving  rise  to  variant  administrative 
acts,  which  would  acquire  the  force  of  law  in  the  same  degree  in  which 
they  would  be  carried  into  practice  without  bein?  called  in  question, 
which  in  our  present  system  would  be  counteracted  by  his  colleagues  in 
succeeding  years.  It  will,  without  doubt,  strike  you  with  great  force, 
that  uniformity  and  harmony  are  essential  to  the  unity  and  success  of  a 
jomt  superintendency.  These,  m  our  judgment,  can  be  best  secured  by 
an  annual  change  of  presidents  in  the  several  Annual  Conferences — thus 
not  allowing  the  peculiarities  in  the  administration  of  any  of  them  to 
become  local  and  permanent,  and,  consequently,  controlling  and  incur- 
able. Such  peculiarities,  strengthened  by  the  growth  of  several  years, 
would  be  found  very  embarrassmg  to  a  successor.  Either  he  must  con- 
form to  the  usages  of  his  predecessor,  or  the  conferences  would  be 
required  to  take  new  forms  <tt  business,  and  new  or  modified  principles 
of  administration.  This  would  be  unpleasant,  and  liable  to  lead  to  colli- 
sion and  disaster.  Also,  at  every  conference,  some  worthy  brethren  are 
disappointed  in  ih^  appointment.  They  feel  that  the  Bishop  has  not 
properly  appreciated  their  merits  as  ministers,  and  has,  therefore,  not 
assigned  them  their  proper  allotment  in  the  work.  In  this  state  of  dis- 
appointment it  is  a  relieving  consideration  that  another  Bishop  will 
preside  at  the  next  session  cS  the  conference,  and  may  more  correctly 
trnderstand  their  character,  and  more  fully  meet  their  claims.  But  if  it 
was  understood  by  them  that  the  same  Bishop  was  to  fix  their  appoint- 
ments for  several  years  successively,  their  hearts  would  sink  within  them. 
Much  of  their  comfort  and  satisfaction  in  the  work  assigned  them,  and 
probably  more  of  their  eflSciency,  would  be  sacrificed.  To  the  Super- 
mtendent,  who  must,  year  after  year,  meet  these  disappomted  breUien 
and  hear  th^  complaints,  and  witness  their  affliction,  the  circumstance 
would  be  most  painful.  Thus,  preachers  and  Superintendents  would  be 
subjected  to  much  suffering,  which  in  our  present  arrangement  is  hap- 
pily avoided.  We  admit  tiiere  would  be  an  advantage  in  the  more 
mtimate  knowledge  the  Superintendents  might  acquire  of  the  work  and 
the  ministers.  We  are  also  sensible  that  it  would  be  a  relief  to  the 
Superintendents,  by  lessenmg  the  extent  of  their  journeys,  and  of  their 
long  absences  from  their  faimlies.  But  so  strong  are  our  convictions  of 
the  embarrassments  involved  in  a  change,  and  of  the  pre-eminent 
advantages  of  our  present  system,  that  no  perscmal  considerations  could 
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induce  us  to  favoui*  Its  modificatioiL  We  would  also  call  aitentioii  to  tihd 
fact,  that  «nce  the  different  sections  of  the  work  have  their  own  literary 
institutions,  and  several  of  them  their  sectional  presses,  the  Episcopacy 
is  one  of  the  few  connexional  honds  yet  left  to  the  Church. 

It  has  often  been  said  that  the  organization  of  Methodism  was  never 
systematically  designed,  but  should  rather  be  regarded  as  an  aggrega- 
tion of  such  arrangements  as  were,  from  time  to  time,  indicated  by 
Divine  Providence.  This  is  true  in  part,  but  not  in  whole.  There  are 
evidences  of  deep  thoughtfulness  and  careful  arrangement  pervading 
the  entire  system*  and  dthough»  as  previously  remarked,  Mr.  Wesley 
did  not  design  tlie  formation  of  a  separate  and  distinct  Church  in  hb 
own  land,  but  only  a  religious  society  for  the  promotion  of  the  spiritual 
and  moral  improvement  of  its  members,  yet  it  is  not  perceived  how  he 
could  more  formally  have  arran^d  his  system  if  he  had  commenced  to 
build  up  an  independent  ecclesiastical  association,  to  be  called,  strictly 
and  technically,  a  branch  of  the  Ohiistian  Church.  It  does  not,  there- 
fore, follow,  that  Methodism  has  never  had  any  definite  or  settled 
character  and  polity,  but  with  the  utmost  readiness  adapts  itself  to  all 
the  varieties  of  circumstances  which  may  arise  in  its  operations  and 
history.  It  is  not  thus  changeful  and  unsettled.  It  is  indeed  true, 
that  every  clear  indication  of  Providence,  in  its  onward  course,  has  been 
heeded,  and  made  tributary  to  the  great  purpose  of  reforming  the  world 
and  spreading  Scriptural  holiness  over  all  lands.  But  it  is  not  less  true 
that  our  economy  is  not  that  shapeless  mass  of  inooiKgruous  materials  which 
not  only  admits  of,  but  requires,  continual  mcNJifications,  and  such 
frequent  changes,  as  to  keep  things  in  an  unsettled  and  fluctuating  con* 
dition — a  state  of  transition  hi  which  we  are  "  ever  learmng,  but  never 
able  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth."  No :  this  is  not  true  of 
our  well-balanced  and  thoroughly- tested  ecclesiastical  system,  which 
has  been  in  such  vigorous  and  successful  operation  for  so  long  a  period, 
without  scarcely  the  alteration  or  addition  of  one  essential  principle.  A 
love  of  novelty  is  innate  in  man,  whose  nature  constantly  tends,  without 
salutary  restraint,  to  push  principles  and  measures  to  then*  extremes. 
If  we  have  correctly  estimated  this  "age  of  progress"  and  change, 
there  never  was  a  period  fraught  with  more  danger  to  the  soundness 
and  stability  of  first  principles,  and  then*  legitimate  application  in  do- 
mestic, civil,  and  religious  governments,  than  the  present.  Again  ws 
must  urge,  even  at  the  risk  of  being  regarded  as  being  behind  the  times, 
that  you  should  be  thoroughly  cautious  of  the  errors  into  which  you 
may  so  easily  be  conducted  by  the  prevalence  of  an  opinion,  true  only 
in  a  qualified  sense,  that  Methodism  is,  and  has  always  been,  so  much 
under  the  modification  of  occurring  circumstances,  as  to  be,  at  this 
remote  day  from  its  conunencement,  in  so  imperfect  a  state  of  organiza^ 
tion,  as  to  call  forth  numerous  speculations  in  r^;ard  to  changes  which 
are  supposed  to  be  requu*ed  by  the  new  circumstances  in  which  it  is  now 
found.  In  the  state  of  the  times,  as  General  Superintendents,  we  have 
regarded  it  to  be  our  duty  to  awaken  in  you  a  more  than  ordinary  vigi- 
lance to  preserve  from  radical  change  the  excellent  system  which  be^ 
with  our  fathers,  and -from  them  has  come  under  our  guardianship. 
Having  said  thus  much^  we  leave  the  svggestions  to  your  judgment  and 
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eonsGienoe,  in  view  of  your  responsibility  to  the  Supreme  Head  of  Ae 
Church. 

We  avail  ourselves  of  the  occasion  to  present  a  brief  view  of  the  ccm- 
dition  and  prospects  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  doing  this, 
the  past,  the  present,  and  the  future  may  be  glanced  at  with  propriety. 
Of  Methodism  in  the  past,  let  us  not  be  charged  with  a  fulsome  egotism 
in  the  application  to  it  of  the  definition  of  a  recently  departed  servant 
of  God,  whose  reputation  for  talent,  learning,  and  piety,  will  hereafter, 
as  indeed  it  now  does,  place  him  m  the  front  rank  of  the  wise  and  the 

r)d.  Doctor  Chalmers  termed  Methodism  "  Christianity  in  earnest." 
we  watch  its  movements  from  the  begmning  until  now,  in  the  Old 
and  in  the  New  World,  we  perceive  an  mcessant  and  tireless  activity, 
which,  although  rewarded  with  large  and  continued  success,  pauses  not 
to  repose  in  triumph  while  there  remains  any  additional  conquests  to  be 
won,  or  further  victories  to  be  gained.  Hundreds,  thousands,  millions 
of  immortal  souls  have  been  brought  to  God  and  to  glory,  by  the 
divme  blessing  on  its  institutions  and  labours.  The  work  was  wrought 
by  God,  who  put  this  high  honour  of  instrumentality  on  Methodism. 
"  Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,"  said  our  fathers,  "  not  unto  us,  but  to  thy  name 
gjye  glory,  for  thy  truth's  sake."  Thus  felt  and  thus  said  our  fathers. 
Thus  let  us  feel  and  say.  A  question  of  deep  and  thrilling  interest  here 
arises,  as  we  divert  our  attention  from  the  past  to  the  present  period  of 
our  ecclesiastical  history.  It  is  this :  "  Does  Methodism  now  operate 
with  the  same  earnestness  and  success  that  it  did  in  the  past  ?"  This  is 
a  difficult  question  to  answer  satisfactorily.  The  difficulty  arises,  in 
part,  out  of  the  many  elements  of  prosperity  which  are  seen  operating 
m  various  departments  of  the  Church ;  and  in  part  from  the  aversion 
which  is  instinctively  felt  to  admit  a  deterioration  in  that  which  we  love 
or  esteem.  Not  that  we  are  prepared  to  admit  that  there  is  any 
evidence  of  a  decisive  declension  in  the  energy  of  our  branch  of  the 
Christian  Church  now,  in  comparison  with  any  former  period.  Exter- 
nally, there  is  decided  improvement.  If  our  outward  prosperity  weer  a 
safe  criterion  on  which  to  form  a  correct  opinion,  we  should  unhesitatingly 
conclude  that  our  cause  was  gloriously  in  the  ascendant  Look  at  the 
rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  our  houses  of  worship,  their  commodi- 
ousness,  their  architectural  proportions,  their  neatness  and  beautiful 
finish,  and  the  ta^te  and  comfort  of  their  furniture.  These  all  tell,  that 
whatever  else  may  be  said  of  Methodism,  it  cannot  be  pronounced  a 
failure.  Neither  can  it  be  said  that  it  has  accomplished  its  mission. 
The  increase  of  its  ministers,  m  numbers,  in  learning,  in  sifts,  and  in 
efiectiveness ;  the  constant  addition  to  the  membership;  ueir  relative 
position  in  the  community ;  the  extent  to  which  the  public  ear  is  turned 
to  Methodist  mstruction,  in  our  churches  and  Sunday  schools:  in  all 
these  respects  we  see  conclusive  evidences  that  there  are  yet  vitality  and 
aggression  in  its  operations.  The  extent  to  which  the  press  is  employed 
in  the  maintenance  and  extension  of  its  theology  and  economy ;  the  rapid 
increase  of  the  Missionary  interests,  foreign  and  domestic;  and  the 
growing  educational  power,  in  all  the  gradations  of  hteratnre,  from 
Infant  and  Sunday  schools,  to  Colleges  and  Universities, — ^these  all 
show  that  Method»m  has  not  yet  rea<»ied  its  culminating  p<»nt,  but  is 
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ia  vigorous  a4$tion  for  further  couquests  and  more  extended  triumpiis. 
We  cannot,  however,  regard  external  prosperi^  as  a  certain  test  of  the 
maintenance  of  primitive  zeal  and  power.  The  internal  state  of  the 
Church,  if  correctly  apprehended,  will  more  certainly  give  its  true 
character  and  condition.  The  power  of  a  Church  is  found  in  its  futh, 
spirituality,  deep  commimion  with  God,  and  enlightened  benevolent 
activity.  It  is,  therefore,  possible  that  while  enjoying  all  this  outward 
prosperity,  there  may  be  inward  decay.  The  fact  is  a  fearful  one.  It 
should  lead  every  member  of  the  Church  to  the  most  prayerful  heart- 
searching  self-examination,  and  every  watchman  of  Zion  to  the  most 
thorough  and  frequent  investigation  of  the  state  and  conditicm  of  his 
charge.  Preeminently  is  it  the  duty  of  the  General  Conference  to  look 
into  this  subject.  In  our  observations  on  this  point  our  fears  have  been 
excited  by  the  following  considerations  :  1.  There  appears  to  be  more 
worldly-mindedness  now  than  formerly.  This  is  exhibited  in  conformity 
to  the  world,  in  cosily  dwellmgs,  splendidly  furnished — ^m  say  and 
fashionable  dress  in  which  we  can  see  little  or  no  difference  oetweoi 
professing  Christians  and  those  who  make  no  profession  of  religion — 
fashionable  parties,  m  some  instances  associated  with  vain  and  sinful 
amusements.  Some  of  our  people  manifest  a  want  of  relish  for  prayer 
and  class-meetings,  and  are  too  seldom  found  at  those  places  of  spiiitual 
enjoyment  and  creation.  We  consider  the  neglect  to  attend  class- 
meetings  regularly  among  the  clearest  indications  of  decline  in  vital  god- 
liness. Its  existence  has  given  us  great  pain.  We  have  been  urginff 
our  brethren  to  do  whatever  is  practicable  to  secure  a  more  general  ana 
constant  attendance  at  class-meetings.  We  believe  that  these  efforts 
have  not  been  without  some  success.  Still  we  have  fears  that  this  delin- 
quency is  being  but  slowly  overcome.  We  commend  this  subject  to 
your  special  notice,  and  invoke  remedial  action  thereon,  by  such  measures 
as  you  may  deem  proper  and  practicable.  Another  unfavourable  omen, 
which  awakens  apprehension,  is  found  in  the  neglect  of  many  of  our 
ministers  to  execute,  with  wholesome  strictness,  our  excellent  Discipline, 
each  thinking  that  he  finds  extenuation,  if  not  justification,  in  the 
neglect  of  his  predecessor,  and  thus  the  delinquency  is  not  only  per- 
petuated, but  becomes  annually  more  and  more  extended  and  injurious. 
What  can  be  done  to  correct  this  evil?  We  earnestly  oommend  this 
inquiry  to  your  consideration* 

In  looking  forward  to  the  destiny  of  Methodism,  we  are  not  despon- 
dent. It  has  a  great  work  to  do,  and  great  capabilities,  under  God,  for 
its  performance.  Sadly  recreant  must  ne  be,  whether  minister  or  lay- 
man, who  does  not  arouse  to  the  full  measure  of  his  duty  and  responsi- 
bility. Behold  the  multitudes  of  our  fellow-citizens  who  must  be 
brought  to  repentance,  or  perish — ^who  must  be  saved,  or  lost.  Behold 
the  rapidly-increasing  number  of  the  children  of  our  country,  ^ho 
must  be  gathered  into  our  Sunday  schools,  or  in  a  great  measure  grow 
up  without  reli^ous  instruction  and  moral  training  on  the  part  of  the 
Church.  Behold  the  ceaseless  tide  of  immigrants  who  are  thrown  upon 
our  shores,  annually,  from  various  portions  of  the  eastern  hemisphere, 
who  need  to  be  taught  the  way  of  salvation.  Lift  up  your  eyes  on  the 
foreign  fields  of  missionary  labour  in  Asia,  Africa,  and  other  portiiHis  of 
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the  globe — fields  already  '*  white  to  hanrest."  See  the  great  eduoattonal 
mterests  which  require  to  be  fostered  and  more  fully  developed.  Be- 
hold the  extensive  wielding  of  the  power  of  the  press  for  combating 
error,  and  sustaining  truth,  especially  in  multiplying  copies  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures.  Look  at  those  points  of  interest,  and  to  the  great  dulies 
thence  arising,  and  if  we  are  worthy  of  our  spiritual  lineage,  we  shall  re- 
joice to  see  spreading  out  a  vastness  of  theatre,  and  an  amount  of  labour, 
which  will  give  full  scope  to  all  our  powers,  and  to  those  who  shall 
come  after  us,  as  lon^  as  both  we  and  they  shall  live.  "  The  field  is  the 
world."  Shfdl  not  the  sons  of  him  who  said,  "  The  world  is  my  parish," 
be  among  its  most  active  and  industrious  cultivators  ?  O  for  the  spirit 
of  our  venerated  fathers !  then,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  Methodism 
would  be  **  Christianity  in  earnest"  until  the  end  of  time. 

So  many  objects  have  passed  before  us,  in  this  rapid  survey  of  the 
past,  the  present,  and  the  future,  that  we  hesitate  to  ask  your  attention 
to  many  details  in  the  further  continuance  of  this  communication.  What, 
therefore,  remains  to  be  said  must  be  briefly  told,  and  in  general  terms. 

A  great  distinguishing  feature  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as 
before  intimated,  is  its  itinerancv.  Watch  over  it  with  the  greatest  vigi- 
lance and  care,  for  its  preservation  and  effective  operation.  Let  no  modi- 
fication come  into  collision  with  its  stirring  element.  Keep  it  free  from 
all  tendency  to  localization,  from  the  General  Superintendent  to  the 
preacher  on  probation ;  especially  in  regard  to  the  extension  of  the 
time  for  which  a  minister  may  be  continued  consecutively  in  the  same 
charge,  or  in  the  same  city.  Familiarize  and  nourish  local  habits,  under 
the  appellation  of  itinerancy,  and  there  will,  at  no  distant  period,  be 
nothing  more  than  the  name  left,  if  even  that  shall  be  retained.  In 
connexion  with  itinerancy,  there  is  one  special  view  which  we  judge 
ought  to  be  presented  to  your  consideration  more  at  laige  than  any  other 
topic  which  may  be  hereinafter  introduced.  We  allude  to  the  term  of 
probation  which  must  elapse  before  one  can  be  received  into  full  connex- 
ion, or  admitted  into  membership  in  the  conference.  This  period  of  pro- 
bation is  now  what  it  has  always  been — two  years.  The  propriety  of 
extending  this  probationary  term  to  four  years,  has  been,  for  several 
years,  more  or  less  brought  to  notice  and  discussed.  At  the  General 
Conference  of  1848  this  ipportant  change  was  made,  and,  by  a  con- 
dderable  majority,  the  perioa  of  probation  was  extended  so  as  to  make 
it  of  four  years'  duration.  Near  the  close  of  the  session,  however,  a 
motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  vote,  which  was  adopted,  and  the 
resolution  was  laid  on  the  table.  This  subject  will  come  again  before 
the  General  Conference  at  this  session,  as  many  of  the  delegates  have 
been  instructed  by  their  annual  conferences  to  vote  in  favour  of  the  ex- 
tension of  the  period  of  probation.  We  beUeve  the  change  would  be 
highly  conducive  to  the  general  welfare.  While  there  are  many  and 
strong  reasons  in  favour  of  the  alteration,  we  have  heard  of  but  one  or 
two  against  it.  It  is  said  by  its  opponents  that  it  will  operate  unjusiljr 
to  probationers  by  deferring  their  oztlihation  as  deacons  for  two  years,  if 
ordination  be  given  as  it  now  is,  only  after  admission  into  full  connexion ; 
and  if  two  years  shall  pass  after  ordination  to  the  deaconry,  before  grad- 
uation to  elder's  orders  can  take  place,  it  would  be  too  long  to  defer  the  fall 
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poweoB  of  the  mmistiy.  It  is  fMher  objected  that  the  Churoh  would 
miffer  by  net  baring  a  sufficiency  of  ordained  men  to  administer  the 
sacraments  of  baptism  and  the  Lord's  supper.  There  would  be  force 
in  these  objections  if  they  could  not  be  removed  by  making  ordination 
to  deaccnship  a  part  of  the  process  of  probation;  but  we  see  not  why 
this  cannot  be  done,  as  we  are  in  the  practice  of  ordaining  local 
preachers.  Let  probationers  be  eligible  at  the  end  of  two  years  to  dea- 
con's orders,  as  heretofore,  provided  the  conference  shall  be  satisfied 
with  their  proficiency  m  their  studies,  and  general  qualifications  for  the 
office ;  and  at  the  end  of  four  years'  probation  be  eligible,  at  one  and 
the  same  time,  to  admission  into  full  connexion  and  ordination  as  elders* 
We  do  not  think  it  necessary,  even  if  it  were  expedient,  for  us,  in  a  com- 
munication Hke  this,  to  enter  into  an  argumentation  of  the  question; 
otherwise  there  would  be  no  lack  of  strong  reasons  in  favour  of  the  ex- 
tended term  of  probation.  We  may,  however,  be  allowed  simply  to 
refer  to  some  of  them,  without  detaining  you  with  their  application  and 
results.  1.  The  time  of  probation,  as  it  now  exists,  is  too  short  to  aUow 
such  a  development  of  candidates  as  to  enable  the  conferences  to  judge 
soundly  of  their  suitableness  for  the  itinerant  ministry.  Neither  mental, 
Bor  religious,  nor  moral  qualifications,  can  be  so  fully  exhibited,  espe- 
cially in  the  case  of  a  travelling  preacher,  as  to  furnish  reasonable  data 
for  an  enlightened  jud^ent  on  the  part  of  an  annual  conference,  as  to 
his  fitness  to  be  received  into  the  regular  pastorate  ci  the  Church. 
2.  But  if  this  were  not  so,  the  period  is  too  brief  to  admit  of  physical 
developments  so  fully  as  to  show  that  the  candidate  for  the  ministry  has 
constitutional  energies  adequate  to  the  work  which  is  to  be  performed. 
We  need  only  remind  you  of  the  case  of  a  preacher  who,  the  very  first 
or  second  year  after  his  admission  into  full  connexion,  is  found  to  be 
physically  unable  to  do  the  work  of  a  Methodist  pastor.  He  has,  how- 
ever, acquired  membership,  after  a  very  limited  probation,  and  he, 
together  with  the  family  which  he  most  probably  will  have  brought  with 
him,  will  remain,  to  find,  as  he  may  be  able,  some  pecuniary  support 
from  a  Church  that  has  received  little  or  no  service  from  him.  3.  It 
will  be  in  harmony  with  the  established  usage  of  our  elder  brethren,  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church,  than  whom,  perhaps,  no  Christian  Church 
has  a  more  efficient  organization,  and  well-adjusted  system  of  operation. 
Having  said  thus  much  on  the  subject,  we  submit  it  to  your  enlightened 
judgment,  and  await  your  action. 

While  on  the  subject  of  mamtaimnc  the  efficiency  of  our  well-tried 
itinerancy,  we  take  the  liberty  of  csming  your  attention  to  the  rule 
authorizing  the  location  of  unacceptable  travelling  ndnisters,  without 
their  consent.  As  this  rule  is  somewhat  complex,  and  difficult  to  be  ad- 
ministered, so  as  to  accomplish  the  important  object  intended  by  its 
adoption,  we  respectfully  inquire  whether  it  could  not  be  so  modified, 
with  safety  to  all  concerned,  as  to  authorize  an  annual  conference  to  locate 
an  unacceptable  member  by  a  majority  vote  of  two-thirds,  or  three-fourths, 
without  putting  him  upon  a  formal  trial  ?  If  such  amendment  should  be 
deemed  safe  and  proper,  it  would  relieve  the  conferences  of  much  embar- 
rassment and  loss  of  time,  experienced  under  the  operations  of  the  rule  in 
Its  present  form.    We  commend  this  subject  to  your  careful  consideration. 
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Among  other  matters  of  grave  interest  which  may  be  expected  to 
claim  your  special  attention,  will  be  our  Missionary  operations,  at  home 
and  abroad,  or,  as  they  are  technically  termed.  Domestic  and  Foreign. 
The  fields,  which  in  each  diybion  are  numerous  and  extensive,  will  long 
continue  to  call  for  the  uAtinn?  attention  and  support  of  the  Church. 
Domestic  missions  greatly  conduce  to  the  enlargement  of  the  work  at 
home,  and,  comparatively,  with  little  pecuniary  outlay.  Our  oldest  mis- 
sioDB  are  those  established  for  the  b^efit  of  the  Indians.  We  review, 
with  gratitude,  the  good  that  has  resulted  from  their  operations.  The^ 
have,  however,  in  some  mstances  been  greatly  embarrassed  by  the 
changes  that  have  occurred  in  their  frequent  removals  to  various  and 
distant  localities.  For  this  reason,  at  present,  these  do  not  give  indica- 
tions of  proving  beneficial  to  the  extent  of  our  desires  or  expectations ; 
bat  in  some  fields  of  labour  among  them  there  is  prosperity,  which 
authorises  and  encourages  their  prosecution  with  unwearied  persever* 
anoe.  The  largest  expenditures  fcH*  home  missions  is  among  German 
and  other  foreign  emigrants,  who,  with  a  tide  that  has  never  yet  ebbed, 
are  flowing  by  thousands  to  our  shores — who  find  otx  our  wide  domain 
ample  apace  for  a  home,  and  abundant  facilities  for  the  supply  of  their 
physical  wants.  Let  the  Church  see  in  these  crowds  of  immortal  souls 
the  measure  of  its  duty.  Not  only  does  Christianity  loudly  call  to  con- 
tinued and  increased  action  in  behalf  of  their  reli^ous  interests,  but 
patriotism  admonishes  the  thoughtful  to  lose  no  time  in  bringing  to  bear 
on  them  the  most  effectual  element  to  make  them  good  citizens,  by 
makmg  them  good  Christians.  Our  success  among  German  emigrants 
continues  to  be  most  cheering.  The  societies  formed  among  them,  and 
the  ministers  who  serve  them  in  gospel  labours,  are  fast  rismg  into  im- 
portance, and  they  exert  a  grrowing  influence  for  good.  You  may  pos- 
sibly be  invoked  for  an  ommization  of  the  German  work  difiering  some- 
what from  its  present  position.  We  have  nothing  to  suggest  at  present 
Imt  the  propriety  of  avoiding  hasty  action.  The  cause  is  now  gloriously 
succeeding  among  our  German  population.  Let  us  be  careful  lest,  by  the 
mtroduction  of  new  measures,  we  should  recme  a  check  in  our  onward 
course  among  them.  For  ourselves  we  are  well  satisfied  that  the  true 
line  of  policy  to  be  pursued  by  our  German  emigrants  is,  to  become  de- 
nationalized as  soon  as  possible,  and  as  soon  to  take  cm  Americanism, 
and  hold  fast  to  the  unity  of  Methodism. 

Of  our  Foreign  missions,  we  have  only  to  remind  you  of  their  extent 
and  importance,  to  secure  for  them  all  that  you  can  devise  or  accomplish 
for  thev  enlargement  and  prosperity.  In  this  department  we  have  but 
made  a  commencement.  The  success,  and  the  indications  of  success, 
cheer  ua  on.  In  Africa  the  foundatioii  has  been  laid  for  an  independent 
republic,  civifized  and  Christianized,  from  which  are  to  go  forth  the  influ- 
ences and  appliances  for  the  civilization  and  Christianization  of  its  be- 
nighted, d^raded,  and  superstitious  millions.  We  rejoice  in  the  belief 
that  our  missionary  labours  have,  by  the  divine  blessing,  contributed,  in 
no  small  degree,  to  the  hopeful  state  of  things  now  existing  on  the 
western  shores  of  that  distant  continent.  Let  your  wisdom  and  energy, 
brethren  and  fellow-labourers,  be  brought  to  bear  on  this  ^at  enter- 
prise oi  Christian  philanthropy.    We  inll  only  add,  that  it  is  becoming 
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more  and  more  apparent  that  Africa's  destiny,  as  -well  in  ecclesiastical 
affairs  as  in  civil  matters,  must  be  wrought  out  by  the  instrumentality  of 
persons  of  colour.  But  let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  active  sympathy  from 
philanthropic  and  Christian  white  men  will  long  be  required  in  behalf  of 
the  coloured  race. 

China,  with  its  hundreds  of  millions  of  immortal  souls,  is  a  mission 
'field  of  immense  interest,  of  unsurveyed  vastness.  Its  difficulties  are 
manifold  and  great ;  yet,  shall  the  work  be  neglected  or  abandoned  be- 
cause  of  its  gigantic  proportions,  or  the  apparently  insurmountable  obsta- 
cles ?  If  reliance  for  success  rested  on  human  sagacity  and  power,  it  were 
an  attempt  as  foolish  as  it  would  be  fruitless.  But  we  are  divinely  taught, 
that "  It  IS  not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  mj  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord ;" 
therefore,  let  the  Chma  mission  be  prosecuted  with  patience  and  hope. 

In  Germany  the  harvest  has  been  nearly  simultaneous  with  the  seed- 
time.  The  cause  is  onward,  and  its  success  is  full  of  cheering  insrarings. 
Let  the  faithful  brethren  who  are  there  be  sustained,  and  such  remforee- 
ments  be  sent  to  their  aid  as  may  be  practicable  and  needed. 

Our  missionary  work  on  the  Pacific  coast  is  constantly,  and  even 
rapidly  enlarging.  Everything  in  the  chcumstances  of  the  Oregon  and 
California  Missionary  Conference  strongly  urges  us  to  push  on  the  moral 
enterprise,  until  the  zeal  of  Christians  for  the  salvation  of  souls  shall 
at  least  be  equal  to  that  of  men  who  abandon  all  the  comforts  of  home, 
and  brave  all  dangers  on  a  distant  shore,  in  quest  of  golden  sands.  We 
consider  the  selection  of  our  pioneer  missionaries  in  Oregon  and  Califor- 
nia as  most  fortunate  for  the  interests  of  our  cause  m  these  distant 
fields  of  labour.  We  hope  that  those  who  have  been  detailed  to  aid 
them  may  not  be  less  faithfid,  or  less  useful. 

The  mission  at  Buenos  Ajnres  is,  without  doubt,  useful  to  the  Protes- 
tants who  sojourn  in  that  Roman  Catholic  city,  and  it  ought  not  to  be 
abandoned.  Indeed,  we  commend  to  your  consideration  the  practica- 
bility of  extending  our  missionary  operations  in  South  America.  The 
fruit  may  not  for  years  to  come  be  abundant,  but  let  us  not  be  dis- 
couraged. Let  it  be  the  work  of  faith.  In  time  there  will  be  happy 
results  from  missionary  labours  in  South  America. 

We  commend  to  your  best  eflfbrts  the  cause  of  temperance,  connected 
with  which  are  the  interests  of  humanity,  and  the  welfare  of  Chuich 
and  State.     We  recommend  decisive  action  on  this  subject 

The  cause  of  education,  second  only  to  that  of  religion  in  importance, 
will  claim,  and  doubtless  receive,  your  attention.  liberal  education 
among  us,  is  comparatively  in  its  injfancy.  Our  oldest  colleges  date  back 
less  than  the  third  of  a  century.  On  the  score  of  their  numerical  increase 
there  is  no  cause  for  regret  Indeed,  it  appears  to  us  the  cause  of  literary 
and  scientific  education  would  have  been  better  subserved  with  fewer 
collegiate  institutions  better  endowed,  and  with  the  strongest  faculties 
that  could  be  obtained.  However,  it  is  gratifying  to  perceive  that  Meth- 
odism promises  to  do  its  full  share  of  the  work  of  educating  the  youth 
of  the  country,  especially  in  the  department  of  female  education,  in  which, 
perhaps,  we  are  second  to  no  other  Christian  dmomination  in  our  coun- 
try. Let  all  such  literary  institutions  receive  the  countenance  and  co- 
operation of  the  General  Conference. 
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Our  Sunday-school  department  is  in  great  prosperity,  with  constant 
growth  in  all  the  elements  of  success  hereafter  to  a  much  greater  ex- 
tent. It  deserves,  and  will,  we  doubt  not,  receive  all  the  attention  and 
aid  you  can  bring  to  bear  on  one  of  the  most  available  instrumentalities 
of  our  organization.  The  supply  of  books  for  Sunday  schools  is  con- 
stantly and  even  rapidly  increasing,  by  most  happy  selections,  and  most 
tasteful  preparations  in  regard  to  paper,  printing,  and  bmding.  A  resort 
elsewhere  for  books  for  our  Sunday  schools,  other  than  our  own  deposi- 
tory, savours  more  of  fastidiousness  than  wisdom.  In  this  connexion 
allow  us  to  call  your  attention  to  the  Sunday-School  Union  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  the  objects  of  which  are  most  unportant  and 
useful.  Let  its  interests  be  prosecuted  to  the  extent  of  their  practica- 
bility. 

It  is  feared  that  our  Tract  cause  fwls,  in  a  great  degree,  to  accom- 
plish the  object  of  its  institution.  We  submit  to  you  the  propriety  of  a 
new  organization  of  it  that  may  awaken  a  livelier  interest,  and  give  more 
activity  to  its  operations. 

We  also  commend  to  your  special  favour,  that  great  Protestant  enter- 
prise which  is  being  so  extensively  prosecuted  by  the  American  Bible 
Society,  one  of  the  noblest  charities  of  the  age,  promising  a  vast 
amount  of  good  to  the  world  at  large.  It  is  gratifying  in  a  high  degree 
to  behold  t£e  interest  taken  in  this  Society  by  our  ministers,  members, 
and  friends.  But  it  is  hoped  that  you  will  be  able  to  give  an  impetus 
to  its  spreading  influences  until  they  shall  have  pervaded  not  only  our 
whole  land,  but,  in  connexion  with  those  of  kindred  associations,  the 
whole  earth,  until  every  man  shall  hear  or  read  in  his  own  tongue  the 
life-giving  truths  of  divme  revelation. 

Our  publishing  department  is  one  of  great  power  and  eflfectiveness. 
It  has  long  been  extensively  useful  in  explaining,  defending,  and  impress- 
ing the  great  features  of  our  doctrines,  expenence,  morals,  institutions, 
discipline,  and  polity,  on  the  minds  and  hearts  of  successive  generations. 
We  are  persuaded  that  only  eternity  will  disclose  the  extent  of  benefit 
which  has  accrued  from  the  publication  and  sale  of  our  books  and  peri- 
odicals. Much  of  the  religious  literature  of  this  country,  in  theology, 
experimental  and  practical  religion,  biography,  and  hymnology,  will  be 
found  in  connexion  with  the  publications  of  the  Methodist  book  Con- 
cern. It  may,  however,  be  due  to  candour  to  qualify  this  commendatory 
allusion  to  our  prejss,  by  remarking,  that  we  have  seen  with  regret  at  va- 
rious periods,  in  the  columns  of  our  weekly  journals,  speculations,  con- 
troversies, and  disputations  on  various  subjects,  some  of  which  resulted 
m  unpleasant  personalities,  which,  however  gratifying  at  the  time  to  those 
directly  engaged  in  them,  were  not,  we  are  persuaded,  pleasing  or  edify- 
ing to  the  mass  of  readers.  Aware,  to  some  extent,  of  the  difficult  and 
ddicate  position  of  our  brethren,  the  editors,  we  make  this  qualification 
not  to  reflect  on  them,  but  to  deplore  what  may  be  an  incidental  evil, 
which  is,  doubtless,  of  much  more  ready  perception  than  of  easy  or 
effectual  remedy.  The  Book  Concern  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  commenced  in  a  small  way,  and  without  capital,  save  a  few 
hiudred  dollars  of  borrowed  money.  It  enlarged  in  its  progress  from 
year  to  year,  until  it  reached  its  present  commanding  eminence.     Nor 
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has  it  been  one  of  the  leas  mteresting  results,  that  it  has,  for  the  last 
half  century,  disbursed  annually  from  its  profits,  to  each  conference,  a 
sum  varying  from  one  hundred  to  one  thousand  dollars,  which  have  been 
appropriated  to  the  claimants  on  the  conference,  embracing  superan- 
nuated preachers,  their  wives  and  their  children,  or  their  widows  and 
orphans,  together  with  the  effective  ministers  who  laboured  where  they 
could  not  obtain  their  disciplinary  allowance.  From  various  movements, 
and  from  articles  frequently  appearing  in  our  weekly  journals,  we  have 
cause  to  apprehend  danger  to  this  institution,  by  so  reducing  the  price 
of  books  as  only  to  cover  the  cost  of  their  production.  In  regard  to 
Sunday-school  books  and  tracts,  it  is,  doubtless,  proper  to  put  them  at 
cost-prices,  but  it  is  by  po  means  clear  that  books  of  the  general  cata- 
logue should  be  so  reduced.  It  is  indeed  desirable  that  our  books 
should  go  into  the  market  as  cheap  as  works  of  similar  style  are  sold 
in  the  regular  operations  of  the  trade;  it  is  even  necessary  that  this 
should  be  so,  or  they  would  be  supplanted  by  a  cheaper  supply ;  but  this 
object  being  gained,  why  should  not  the  profits  accruing  from  their  sales 
be  reserved  and  appropriated  as  heretofore,  or  for  extending  the  oper- 
ations of  the  concern  under  the  direction  of  the  Agents  ?  But  our  ap- 
prehensions are  mainly  from  another  quarter;  we  mean  the  speculative 
theories  of  men  whose  profession  and  employments  taking  them  out  of 
the  range  and  knowledge  of  the  complications  of  such  a  business  oper- 
ation, in  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  cannot  be  competent  judges.  The 
Methodist  Book  Concern  has  been  long  and  gradually  approaching  its 
present  position.  It  cost  many  a  consuming  thought  and  wearing  effort 
on  the  part  of  its  Agents.  They,  and  onl^  they,  can  fully  appreciate 
the  dangerous  bearing  on  its  resources,  credit,  and  successful  operations, 
which  would  be  likely  to  result  from  so  radical  a  change  in  its  long-es- 
tablished policy,  as  that  of  restricting  prices  to  the  mere  cost  of  production. 
The  state  of  the  General  Superintendency  will,  as  a  matter  of  coarse, 
claim  and  receive  the  attention  of  the  General  Conference.  The  oversight 
has  suffered  for  the  last  two  years  by  the  failure  of  the  ph3rsical  health 
of  two  of  the  Superintendents.  The  health  of  the  surviving  one,  by  long 
and  increasing  pressure  of  painful  disease,  is  such  as  to  disable  him  at 
present  from  attending  to  official  duties^  and  calls  for  the  sympathy  and 
prayers  of  the  Church.  In  view  of  these  facts,  the  necessity  of  strengthen- 
mg  the  Episcopacy  is  fully  apparent.  It  may  be  expected  that  we  should 
express  an  opinion  in  regard  to  the  number  necessary  to  give  the  requisite 
efficiency  to  the  Episcopacy.  After  the  best  consideration  we  have  been 
able  to  give  to  the  subject,  we  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the 
present  state  of  the  work  will  require  at  least  six  effective  Superintend- 
ents, including  those  who  may  remain  effective  of  the  present  number, 
in  order  to  the  practical  oversight  of  the  vast  and  increasing  work 
which  spreads  out  before  us.  Of  the  men  who  may  be  selected  for  tins 
responsible  station  and  arduous  labour,  although  none  can  be  more 
deeply  interested  than  ourselves,  yet  all  that  we  can  venture  to  say  on 
this  po'mt  is  this.  Let  them  be  men  who  have  given  indubitable  proof  that^ 
in  addition  to  deep  piety  and  burning  zeal,  they  both  know  and  love 
Methodist  doctrine  and  Methodist  Discipline — brethren  who  will  give 
themselves  "  wholly  to  this  office."     In  concluding  this  communication. 
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it  may  be  admiBsible  for  qb  to  expx«8s  the  high  degree  of  Batisfaction 
that  we  have,  in  reviewing  the  past,  to  find  nnbroken  unity,  and  undis- 
torfoed  harmony  in  the  joint  Superintendency. 

And  now,  dear  brethren  and  fellow-labourers,  suffer  the  word  of  ex* 
hortation.  Let  all  yon  may  do  dnring  this  session  of  the  General  Con- 
ference, and  the  manner  of  doing  it,  condnce  to  the  harmony,  unity,  and 
advancement  of  the  Church.  May  divine  wisdom  guide  you,  and 
heavenly  love  govern  you,  so  that  in  all  your  doings  God  may  be 
glorified,  and  Us  Church  be  edified  through  Jesus  Uhrist  our  Lord. 
Amen. 
We  are,  reverend  and  dear  brethren,  your  fellow-servants  in  Christ, 

B.  Waugh, 
T.  A.  Morris, 
Edmund  S.  Jakss. 

The  ilhiess  of  our  beloved  colleague,  Bishop  Hamline,  prevented  him 
from  attending  our  late  meeting  at  which  this  communication  was  pre- 
pared ;  consequently  his  signature  does  not  appear  appended  to  it. 

Boston,  May  1, 1862. 


W^REPORT  OF  COMMTTTEE  ON  MISSIONS— BISHOP  OP  LIBERIA. 

Tbb  Conpoiittee  on  Missions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Liberia  Mission  Annual  Conference  to  this  General  Conference,  "  to  take 
some  measure  to  furnish  the  Church  in  the  Republic  of  Liberia  with 
Episcopal  powers,"  beg  leave  to  report : — 

That  the  Committee  have  patiently  and  carefully  considered  the  re- 
quest of  the  Liberia  Conference,  and  weighed  the  reasons  which  are 
assigned  in  their  petition,  and  also  other  reasons  which  were  assigned  in 
committee,  and  have  unanimously  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  peti- 
tion ought  to  be  granted.  The  committee  then  proceeded  to  inquire  in 
what  way  this,  their  conclusion,  could  be  best  carried  out,  having  due 
respect  to  the  wants  of  the  Liberia  Conference,  and  to  the  powers  of  this 
General  Conference.  In  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  only  three 
ways  were  possible. 

Fint, — ^Regular  annual  visitations  of  one  of  our  own  Bishops,  in  the 
same  manner  that  each  of  our  annual  conferences  is  visited.  Owing  to 
the  unhealthiness  of  the  climate^  in  reference  to  white  men,  this  plan 
was  deemed  imipracticable. 

Secondly, — ^To  ordain  a  Missionary  Bishop  for  the  Liberia  Mission 
Conference,  whose  jurisdiction  should  be  confined  to  Africa,  or  to  the 
African  race.  Many  members  of  the  committee,  perhaps  a  large  ma- 
jority, judged  that  this  could  not  be  done  without  mfraoting  one  of  our 
restrictive  rules,  which  says :  "  We  shall  not  do  away  with  our  general 
itmerant  superintendency."  The  committee  was  aware  that  this  restric- 
tive rule  might  be  altered  by  the  concurrent  action  of  the  General  and 
Annual  Comerences,  as  provided  for  m  the  Discipline ;  and  in  this  way 
Mrthority  might  be  obtained  to  appoint  a  Missionary  Bishop,  wiUi  limited 
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juivdiction,  if  the  General  Conference  should  judge  that  it  was 
restrained  under  the  constitution  of  the  Church*  The  prevailing  feeling 
m  the  committee  seemed  to  h^  in  favour  of  a  missionaxT  bishop,  as  this 
would  still  retain  the  Church  in  Africa  in  connexion  with  the  Methodist 
EjHscopal  Church ;  but  the  committee  deemed  it  scarcely  expedient  to 
introduce  into  the  General  Conference  the  discussion  of  a  measure  which 
looked  to  the  alteration  of  one  of  the  restrictive  rules,  and  it  was  judged 
very  doubtful  whether  such  a  measure  could  be  perfected. 

Thirdly,  Under  these  droumstances,  the  committee  turned  to  the 
only  measure  which  appeared  to  be  left,  viz.,  to  wait  until  the  Liberia 
Annual  Missbn  Conference  should  think  proper  to  erect  themselves  into 
an  independent  Church,  and  then  to  ordain  them  a  bishop,  to  be  desig- 
nated or  elected  by  this  Genera]  Conference.  The  committee  accept^ 
this  conclusion,  for  the  following  reasons : — 

1.  TThe  Liberia  Conference  is  within  the  limits  of  a  foreign  government^ 
and  composed  of  a  people  of  a  race  wholly  different  n-om  ourselves. 
Those  circumstances  render  the  application  of  our  Episcopal  administra- 
tion scarcely  practicable. 

2.  The  petitioners  themselves,  in  the  conclusion  of  their  petition,  sug- 
gest this  mode  of  meeting  their  case,  if  a  missionary  bishop  cannot  be 
provided  for  them. 

8.  The  prosperity  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  compared  with  its  pros- 
perity as  a  colony  under  the  administration  of  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  affords,  by  analogy,  a  good  ground  to  conclude  that  the 
independence,  or  at  least  the  independent  action  and  administration  of 
the  Church  in  Liberia,  would  be  greatly  conducive  to  its  prosperity  and 
permanency. 

The  ccMiclusions  which  the  committee  have  reached  are  embodied  in 
the  following  resolutions,  which  the  committee  recommend  for  adoption 
by  the  General  Conference: — 

1.  Resolved,  Tha^  measures  be  taken  to  insure  the  due  exercise  ai 
Episcopal  functions  m  the  Liberia  Annual  Mission  Conference. 

2.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  event  the  Mission  Conference  in  Liberia 
shall  think  proper  to  organize  as  an  independent  Church,  under  the  title 
of  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Africa,  and  shall  accept  the  Dis- 
cipline of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  America  as  its  form  of 
discipline  and  government,  except  in  so  far  as  said  disciplme  may  be 
peculiarly  applicable  to  circumstances  in  America,  we  will  ordain  them  a 
bishop  whom  this  General  Conference  shall  elect,  which  election  shall 
be  duly  certified  to  the  Liberia  Mission  Conference  at  its  next  annnual 
session. 

8.  Resolved,  That  upon  due  authentication  being  made  to  the  bishop 
having  charge  of  foreign  missions,  and  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary, 
by  the  Libena  Mission  Conference,  that  said  conference  has  organized  as 
an  independent  Church,  then  proper  measures  shall  be  taken  for  the 
speedy  ordination  of  the  bishop  elect  for  Africa. 

4.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  Rev.  Francis  Bums,  at  present 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Liberia  Mission  Conference,  as  the  proper  per- 
son to  be  elected  bishop  for  A6ica. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  execution  of  the  above  resolutions  be  com- 
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milted  to  the  bishops  having  chaise  of  fore^  missions,  and  to  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  for  the  time  being. 

6.  JReeolved,  That  we  advise  and  authorize  the  General  Missionary 
Committee,  and  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missbnary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  continue  their  missionary  appropriations 
to  the  Liberia  Annual  Conference  as  heretofore,  at  their  discretion,  in  view 
of  the  work  and  wants  of  said  conference. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  order  of  the  committee. 

J.  P.  DuRBiK,  Secretary, 


X.-.REPORT  ON  THE  COURT  OF  APPEAIfi. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  conununication  of  the 
Episcopacy,  to  the  General  Conference  at  Pittsburgh,  m  1848,  on 
the  subject  of  "Providing  for  a  Constitutional  Test  and  Conference 
of  Appeals,"  beg  leave  to  report : — 

That  they  have  had  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  are  fully 
of  the  opinion  that  provision  should  be  made  at  this  time  for  such 
department  in  the  general  administration  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  necessity  of  some  conservative  power  to  guard  the  consti- 
tutional acts  of  the  Genera]  Conference,  and  preserve  the  limitations  and 
restrictive  rules  by  which  it  is  to  be  governed,  has  been  seen  and  felt  by 
a  large  portion  of  the  Church  ever  once  the  General  Conference  was 
made  a  representative  body. 

There  tre  but  two  organized  departments  now  existing  in  our  Church 
to  which  a  suitable  check  can  be  referred,  other  than  the  General  Con- 
ference itself;  these  are,  first,  the  bishops  collectively,  as  the  joint 
superintendents,  or  to  the  several  annual  conferences  respectively.  We 
could  not  consent  to  give  the  contemplated  power  to  the  Episcopacy, 
and  thereby  form  a  bench  of  bishops,  with  supreme  judicial  power ;  nor 
can  we  believe  that  our  bishops  would  willingly  have  their  already 
weighty  responsibilities  so  increased.  But  we  do  believe,  that,  as  the 
joint  supermtendents  of  the  Church,  they  stand  properly  connected 
with,  ana  in  some  way  should  be  associated  with  this  department  of  our 
ecclesiastical  jurisprudence.  The  second  is,  to  refer  the  right  to  the 
several  annual  conferences,  to  pronounce  on  the  constitutiv^ality  of  the 
acts  and  domgs  of  the  General  Conference,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  would  produce  confusion,  and  cause  divisions  and  sectional 
differences ;  and  which,  mstead  of  settling  the  difficulty  and  harmonizing 
the  interests. of  the  Church,  would,  in  the  final  result,  dissolve  its  union. 
Bishop  Asbury,  in  his  posthumous  address,  which  was  read  in  the 
General  Conference  a  few  weeks  after  his  death,  (1816,)  recommended  a 
Committee  of  Safety,  to  guard  the  restrictive  rules,  which  was  construed 
by  some  as  formmg  an  upper  house,  to  which  there  were  strong  objec- 
tions, and  the  matter  was  dismissed,  leaving  the  General  Conference  to 
judge  of  its  own  constitutional  powers,  'tne  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  a  constitutional  test  can  only  exist  in  codrdinate  branches  of  govern- 
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menty  or  by  judicial  proceeding^,  and  therefore  we  would  refer  it  to  the 
Conference  of  Appecus  on  actions  of  complaint. 

The  attention  of  your  committee  was  firat  called  to  provide.  Who  shall 
compose  the  Confeience  of  A|>peal5?  We  are  aware  that  different 
views  are  entertained  on  this  subject.  Some  have  thought  that  there 
should  be  one  from  each  annual  conference,  and  chosen  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  delegates  to  the  General  Conference.  But  against  this 
there  are  weighty  objections.  First,  the  number  would  be  too  great 
for  the  convenient  and  patient  investigation  of  judicial  proceedings,  and 
too  expensive,  both  to  themselves  and  to  the  Church.  Second,  it  would 
in  a  great  measure  defeat  the  intended  object  of  forming  a  proper  judi- 
ciary to  hear  and  try  appeals,  as  it  would  more  properly  constitute  an 
upper  house,  or  Senate,  being  more  numerous  than  most  oi  our  State 
Senates,  and  neariy  equal  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  Third, 
their  appointment  would  be  identified  with  the  election  of  delegates  to 
the  General  Conference. 

It  is  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  conmiittee,  that  the  number  should 
be  so  restricted  as  never  to  exceed  double  the  number  of  our  general 
superintendents,  to  act  in  connexion  with  them.  We  therefore  recom- 
mend that  the  Conference  of  Appeals  be  composed  of  the  bishops  and 
twelve  elders,  to  be  chosen  by  the  General  Conference  within  the  first 
week  of  its  session.  And  we  further  recommend  that  the  whole  num- 
ber of  annual  conferences  be  apportioned  into  districts,  as  nearly  equal 
as  practicable  by  conference  bounds;  and  the  elders  so  appointed  should 
be  taken  in  equal  number  from  the  respective  districts,  by  nomination 
of  the  delegate  of  the  several  districts  and  appointment  of  the  General 
Conference.  The  next  subject  that  has  occupied  our  attention  is, 
What  powers  shall  the  conference,  thus  formed,  possess?  And 
here,  also,  we  find  a  difference  of  opinion.  We,  however,  recom- 
mend that  its  powers  should  be  strictiy  appellate,  and  not  possess 
original  jtunsdiction.  This  would  give  to  this  conference  its  marked  and 
distinguishing  chuucter  of  Conference  of  Appeals. 

We,  therefore,  submit  to  the  General  Conference,  for  their  considera- 
tion and  adoption,  the  foUowing  bill,  in  form,  to  take  place  in  the  Disci- 
pline as  section  iii,  chapter  iii,  part  i. — (See  page  76,  Journal,) 
Yetj  respectfully, 

Laban  Clark,  Chaimum, 
Boston,  Mm  26,  1852. 


T.— RECEIPTS  AKD  EXPENSES  OF  DELEGATEa 

The  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  the  Delegates  ask  leave  to  make  their 
final  report,  and  to  be  relieved  from  any  further  attention  to  the  subject. 
The  whole  amount  of  expenses  is  $7,533  65  ;  receipts,  $5,275  50 ; 
leaving  a  net  deficit  oi  $2,258  15.  To  meet  this  great  and  unexpected 
deficiency,  a  draft  was  ordered  upon  the  Book  Concern  for  $2,200; 
also  sums  to  the  amount  of  $67  15  have  been  received  from  places 
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Svplvs  paid  B.  QxiiKBii $11  00 

Sboe  tlie  above  was  made  out,  the  Rev.  N.  FeUowa,  of  the  East 
Cknesee  Conference,  has  paid  to  the  committee  (after  deducting  his 
tiaTeDiiiff  expensea)  a  balance  of  $5,  which  they  haye  handed  oyer  to 
the  Book  Agents. 

RespectfuDy  submitted, 

0.  B.  TippsTT,  Chmrmm. 
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Z^BEPORT  ON  UBERTT  OF  OONBOIENCE. 

Ths  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  oi  promoting  the 
saihe  liberty  of  conscience  for  Protestants  in  Roman  Catholic  countries, 
that  Roman  Catholics  enjoy  under  the  govemment  of  the  United  States, 
present  the  following  as  thdr  report : — 

It  is  freely  admitted  by  every  American  citizen,  that  liberty  of  con- 
science, or  the  free  exercise  of  religion,  is  an  inalienable  ri^ht  of  every 
man  under  any  govemment.  We  cannot  suppose  any  case  m  which  the 
right  of  private  worship  by  individuals  can  be  restrained,  much  less  hin- 
dered, in  any  respect.  And  surely  there  can  be  few  cases,  if  any,  in 
which  the  public  exercise  of  religion  ought  to  be  restrained  or  sup- 


At  present,  there  is  a  general  mtercourse  between  all  civilized  nations : 
trade,  commerce,  the  arts,  sciences,  <fec.,  have  now  mingled  to  a  great 
extent ;  the  nations  of  the  earth,  the  citizens  of  one  country,  either  as 
temporary  visiters,  or  as  permanent  inhabitants,  take  up  their  abodes  in 
other  countries ;  and  as  this  seems  to  be  freely  allowed,  it  is  reasonable 
and  just  that  the  new  citizens,  or  even  visiters,  should  enjoy  the  privilege 
of  worshipping  God,  whether  m  public  or  private,  accordmg  to  the  dic- 
tates of  their  conscience. 

Indeed,  the  law  of  nations,  as  l^d  down  by  Kent  and  Blackstone, 
seems  to  require  this  much.  These  able  jurists  maintain  that  the  prin- 
elpUs,  or  standard,  which  should  govern  nations  are  right  reason,  the 
principles  of  good  morals,  and  Holy  Scripture;  and  all  principles  contrary 
to  reason^  good  morals,  and  Scripture,  are  as  dangerous  to  the  govemment 
of  nations  towards  each  other  as  they  are  to  individuals ;  ana  the  dutiet 
which  nations  owe  to  each  other  are  benevolence,  justice,  humanity,  lib- 
erality, impartiality,  good  faith. 

As  the  rights  of  conscience  are  sacred,  according  to  the  principles  of 
morality  and  religion,  it  is,  in  our  opinion,  the  duty  of  the  govemment  of 
the  United  States  to  employ  its  influence  to  secure  for  Protestants  the 
same  religious  privileges  in  Roman  Catholic  countries  which  Roman 
Catholics  enjoy  m  the  United  States.  We  do  not  ask  the  govemment  to 
use  any  means  which  would  involve  war,  bloodshed,  injustice,  or  any  tm- 
christian  principle  or  measure.  We  ask  only  that  the  govemment,  m 
all  its  departments,  should  employ  its  influence  to  secure  the  rights  of 
conscience  to  every  American  citizen  wherever  he  may  sojourn  or  reside, 
as  well  as  to  promote  in  all  lands  the  rights  of  conscience  to  every  hu- 
man being. 

The  different  Protestant  Churches,  whether  in  their  Church  capacity 
or  as  individuals,  are  surely  entitled  to  protection  in  this  matter.  They 
can  with  propriety  ask  the  govemment  of  the  United  States  to  use  its 
influence  on  the  side  of  liberty ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  turn  their 
attention  to  this  subject,  and  consider  what  duties  and  responsibilities 
they  mcur  in  reference  to  it. 

As  citizens  of  the  United  States,  Protestants  possess  the  greater  part  of 
the  controlling  influence  of  the  government,  as  voters  and  office-holders, 
as  well  as  the  principal  share  of  the  intelligence,  moral  power,  Bocial  ed- 
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ncalkm,  and  busbess  of  the  country.  These  are  facts  well  known.  How 
proper,  then,  k  it  for  them  to  apeak  and  act  in  behalf  of  liberty  of  con- 
science throughout  the  world;  as  it  is  the  want  of  this  which  prevents  a 
laige  portion  of  the  human  race  from  enjoying  the  same  elevation  which 
we,  by  the  providence  of  God,  enjoy.  Tet,  when  Protestants  reside  in 
Rraian  Catholic  countries,  whether  as  permanent  inhabitants  or  tempo* 
rary  visiters,  they  are  deprived  altogether  of  the  right  of  both  public  and 
private  worship  in  most  cases ;  and  where  there  is  tolerance  there  are 
vexatious  restramts  interposed,  which  show  that  the  right  of  worship  is 
denied  them  even  where  some  toleration  exists. 

Nor  do  Protestants  ask  too  much  when  they  ask  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  the  United  States  to  unite  with  them  in  securing  liberty  of  conscience 
in  Italy  and  in  other  Roman  Catholic  countries;  and  that  they  should,  if 
necessary,  petition,  remonstrate  and  protest,  in  order  to  secure  it.  In 
many  respects,  Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics  have  lived  unfemiliarly 
with  each  other.  At  this  time  it  need  not  be  asked  who  is  more  in  fault, 
the  Protestant  or  Roman  Catholic.  Our  present  object  is,  to  ask  our 
Roman  Catholic  neighbours  and  fellow-citizens  to  accord  to  Protestants 
the  same  religious  privileges  in  Roman  Catholic  countries  which  Protes- 
tant citizens  of  the  United  States  have  guaranteed  to  Roman  Catholics,  and 
have  pledged,  and  do  now  pledge,  their  lives,  fortunes,  and  sacred  hon- 
our to  continue  this  to  Roman  Catholics,  as  well  as  to  others.  Protes- 
tants were  the  founders  of  this  government,  under  God,  and  liberty  of 
conscience  is  one  of  its  most  glonous  and  fundamental  principles.  Now 
we  would  ask  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow-citizens  a  few  questions,  trust- 
ing that  they  will  consider  them  in  a  spirit  of  reciprocal  good-will. 

We  ask  item  to  adopt  or  recognize  the  principles  of  liberty  of  con- 
science, of  equal  rights,  and  of  b^evolence  towards  all. 

We  ask  them  to  take  the  side  of  equal  refiffious  rights  in  Roman  Cath- 
olic countries,  as  well  as  in  Protestant  Britain  and  America.*  Let  them 
have  one  rule  for  both  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant  countries — one  rule 
for  Italy  and  England— one  rule  for  Scotland  and  Spain— one  for  Portu- 
gal and  Ireland-— one  for  the  United  States  and  all  the  governments  on 
tiie  American  continent  Let  our  Roman  Catholic  neighbours  shake 
hands  with  their  Protestant  neighbours  on  this  principle,  and  this  will 
go  far  towards  makmg  them  more  friendly  than  they  ever  have  been. 

We  ask  our  Roman  Catholic  friends  to  consider  the  equal  rights  they 
enjoy  here,  under  the  influence  of  Protestantism.  Here  they  exercise 
all  that  appertam  to  their  region — ^not  merely  by  tolerance,  but  by  ripht. 
Does  not  U)is  call  for  a  noble,  generous,  and  fraternal  response  ? 

We  affectionately  inquire  of  our  Roman  Catholic  friends.  How  can  you 
receive  these  great  blessings  from  the  hands  of  Protestants,  and  then  ap- 
prove of  treating  them  as  they  are  treated  in  Italy  and  other  Roman 
Catholic  countries  ? 

If  Protestants  are  restramed  from  social  and  public  worship  in  Roman 
Catholic  countries,  why  should  not  Roman  Catholics  be  restramed  in 
Protestant  countries  ?  and  this  question  will  constantly  be  put  to  Roman 
Catholics,  not  only  in  the  United  States,  but  in  every  Roman  Catholic 
country.  It  must  also  be  answered,  not  evaded ;  and  if  Roman  Catholics 
will  not  answer  it,  others  will  answer  it,  but  to  their  disadvantage. 
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Well  may  we  call  upon  Roman  Catholics  to  co5perate  with  Protes-^ 
tants  in  the  United  States  in  order  to  Becuie  liberty  of  conscience,  first  in 
Italy,  and  then  throughout  all  Roman  Catholic  eountiies.  We  ask  them 
to  petition  the  Pope  for  liberty  of  conscience  for  Protestants  in  Rome, 
and  then  remonstrate  by  renewed  petitions  and  arguments,  if  it  be  de- 
manded ;  and  should  remonstrance  fail,  to  carry  it  forward  in  protest  to 
the  utmost  limits  of  this  right,  and  the  Roman  Catholic  archbishops, 
bishops,  and  clergy  of  the  United  States  would  do  well  to  take  the  leEul 
in  petition,  remonstrance,  and  protest.  They  do  so  in  other  matters,  and 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  will  look  for  them  to  do  this.  A  re- 
fusal to  do  it  must  be  interpreted  as  saying  that  they  are  willing  to  re- 
ceive equal  rights,  but  not  to  grant  them  to  others. 

We  may  reasonably  expect,  too,  that  the  Christians  of  Great  Britain 
would  unite  with  the  Christians  of  the  United  States,  and  petition  th^ 
govemment  to  use  its  great  influence  with  the  court  of  Rome,  and  other 
Roman  Catholic  courts,  in  favour  of  religious  freedom.  The  Church  of 
England  would  surely  not  refuse  to  act  in  this  noble  cause,  and  the 
Methodists,  Presbyterians,  Baptists,  and  other  dissenters,  would  un- 
doubtedly do  their  full  shares  in  this  divine  work.  The  Roman  Cath- 
olics of  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland  could  not,  with  any  show  of  rea- 
son, refuse.  The  Christian  world  will  confidently  expect  that  the  Roman 
Catholic  prelates  and  clergy  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  will  go  before 
their  flocks  and  petition  His  Holiness  to  grant  religioas  freedom  to  Prot- 
estants in  his  temporal  dominions,  and  ateo  use  his  influence  and  author- 
ity with  all  Roman  Catholic  princes  and  powers  to  do  the  same.  This 
much  is  the  least  that  we  may  reasonably  expect  to  be  done  by  Britbh 
Roman  Catholics,  on  the  score  of  sheer  justice  and  reciprocity. 

In  order,  however,  that  this  great  object  of  religious  freedom  in  R(»naQ 
Catholic  countries  should  be  enjoyed,  it  seems  necessary  that  certain 
competent  persons  should  be  selected  to  prenent  and  keep  this  subject 
before  the  public.  Perhaps  a  Comhlitteb  of  Prfvilsobs  might  be  ap- 
pointed, Consisting  of  clergymen  and  laymen,  who  would  take  the  pains 
to  present  the  subject  to  the  American  govemment,  plead  its  cause  be- 
fore the  public,  cooperate  with  similar  committees  or  associations,  and 
adopt  such  measures,  and  Carry  them  out,  as  would  best  secure,  or  tend 
to  secure,  the  great  object  in  View. 

It  is  proper  here  to  remark,  that  no  political  object  is  in  view  in  this 
whole  plan,  except  that  good  must  result  to  any  govemment  that  wOl 
acknowledge  the  free  use  of  religious  worship.  We  have  no  intention 
to  change,  or  interfere  with,  the  governments  of  the  countries  in  which 
the  right  of  free  worship  is  asked,  whether  they  be  monarchies,  repub^ 
lies,  or  democracies.  With  the  mere  political  afiairs  of  Roman  Catho-^ 
lies  we  wish  not  to  interfere ;  nay,  we  refuse  positively  to  interfere,  leav- 
ing this  entirely  with  those  to  whom  it  belongs,  according  to  the  laws  of 
each  country  respectively. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  promoting  the  free  exercise  of  religious  worship 
in  Italy  and  all  Roman  Catholic  countries,  the  following  resolutions  are 
presented  for  the  adoption  of  this  conference : — 

Resolved,  That  the  free  exercise  of  religion  is  an  inalienable  right  of 
every  man,  under  whatever  govemment  he  may  reside. 
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Resolved,  Hhst  H  is  the  duty  of  Bntisb  and  American  CliriBtlflDa  to 
we  tiiek  best  lawful  endeavours  with  their  respective  governments  that 
they  would  employ  their  diplomatic  influence  to  obtain  from  Roman 
Catholic  governments,  without  war,  bloodshed,  or  any  unjust  or  un> 
Ghristian  means,  the  same  rdigious  privileges  for  Protestants  in  Roman 
Cathohc  countries,  that  Roman  Oatholics  enjoy  in  Britam  and  the  United 
States. 

Jieeolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Roman  Cathohc  clergy  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  to  unite  m  the  foregoing  petition  with  Prot- 
estants, and  also  to  petition  the  Pope,  as  a  temporal  prince,  and  all  other 
Roman  Catholic  powers,  to  grant  to  Protestants  the  same  religious  priv- 
ileges in  their  several  countries,  that  Roman  Catholics  enjoy  under  the 
British  and  United  States  governments. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee,  consisting  of laymen  and clergy- 
men of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chur^,  shall  be  appointed,  to  whom 
it  shall  be  intrusted  to  take  such  proper  measures  as  may  best  answer  the 
end,  either  by  themselves,  or  associated  with  similar  committees  or  associ- 
ations which  may  be  appointed  by  other  bodies. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  this  report  be  transmitted  to  the  presidents, 
modemtors,  or  clerks  of  the  several  Christian  Churches,  whether  Ro- 
man Catholic  or  Protestant,  in  the  United  States,  England,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland,  and  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  as  to  as  practicable. 

Chablbs  Elliott, 

J.     P.     DUSBIKy 

W.  T,  Hablow. 
BosiOK,  Mass.,  JCoy  20, 18&2. 


AA.--REPORT  OF  THS  OOMMTITEE  OK  THE  MEMORIAL  FROM 
WASHINGTON  OITT. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  sundry  breth- 
ren (lay  and  ministerial)  from  the  City  of  Washington,  touching  the 
erection  of  a  house  of  worship  in  some  central  location  in  the  metropolis 
of  the  nation,  beg  leave  to  report : — 

That  this  subject,  as  set  forth  in  the  memorial,  is  one  of  no  ordinary 
importance  to  the  interests  of  American  Methodism.  The  enterprise  in 
which  our  brethren,  the  memorialists,  have  embarked  with  such  com- 
mendable liberality  and  zeal,  is  entitled  to  the  gravest  consideration ;  and 
the  aid  and  encouragement  which  they  respectfully  solicit  at  our  hands, 
should  be  accordiugly  bestowed.  That  a  great  denominational  want,  as 
specified  in  the  memorial,  does  exist,  is  not  only  evident  from  the  rea- 
soning of  the  memorialists,  but  also  from  other  and  various  sources  of 
information  on  the  subject.  That  our  membership  and  friends  from  all 
portions  of  our  Union,  who  visit  the  seat  of  our  national  government,  have 
for  many  years  been  subjected  to  painful  inconveniences  in  attending 
upon  our  ordinances  and  ministry,  is  a  deplorable  fact-^one  which  has 
often  excited  surprise  and  called  forth  expressions  of  regret  from  many 
of  our  most  distinguished  ministers,  both  in  talent,  influence,  and  offices, 
from  every  section  of  our  country.    Every  one  who  feels  a  just  and  jeal- 
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COS  oonoam  for  the  respectability  and  saccess  of  our  focdlv-chemlied 
Methodism^  must  see  and  regret  the  same  deficiency,  and  d^ire  to  sup* 
ply  it  by  every  justifiable  means  at  his  disposal 

The  resident  members  and  friends  of  our  Church  in  said  city  are  am- 
ply supplied  with  every  facility  for  the  vcMvhip  of  God,  but  are  by  no 
means  able  to  meet  fully  this  public  exigency.  They  are,  indeed,  less 
directly  and  personally  interested  in  the  success  of  this  undertakinfir 
than  those  of  our  communion  who  live  elsewhere,  whose  fri^ids  and 
families,  when  visiting  Washington,  are  almost  entirely  deprived  of  the 
means  of  grace  peculiar  to  our  economy.  They  have,  nevertheless,  in 
addition  to  the  obligations  devolvmg  upon  them  for  the  support  of  the 
stations  to  which  they  are  attached,  voluntarily  assumed  a  debt  of  dght 
thousand  dollars  in  the  purchase  of  a  lot,  proverbial  for  its  eligibility,  as 
a  site  for  a  large,  commodious,  and  central  church. 

If,  therefore,  a  similar  devotion  to  the  general  interests  of  Methodism 
should  be  exhibited  by  our  friends  in  every  part  of  ^ur  wide-spread 
work,  this  enterprise  would  soon  be  crowned  with  success  and  thus  our 
common  Zion  be  creditably  and  appropriately  i-epresented  in  the  v^ 
heart  of  our  metropolis. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  the  urgency  of  this  demand  upon  our  attention 
and  aid,  we  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  1st,  That  we  cordially  approve  of  the  erecti<m  of  a  new 
house  of  worship  for  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  as  contemplated  by  our  brethren  in  their  memorial. 

Resolved,  2d,  That,  regardrnfi^  the  success  of  this  enterprise  as  of  high 
importance  to  the  interests  of  Methodism  throughout  the  country,  we 
will  give  it  our  individual  influence  in  our  respective  annual  conferences, 
and  by  all  appropriate  means  aid  in  its  promotion. 

John  Bska, 
E.  E.  GmawoiJ), 
£.  Thombov. 


INDEX. 


AddrMs,  PMtortl Pftge  21 

A4ioamment8,  mode  of 49 

Administration,  tmiformity  of. 22 

AdTooate  and  Journal,  the  Chris- 
tian, to  be  Bent  gratuitotuly  to 

widows,  &G. 71 

Advocate  and  Journal,  the  Chris- 
tian,  election  of  Dr.   Bond  as 

Editor 80 

Advocate,  fifichigan  Christian,  of- 
fered to  General  Conference 28 

Albion  Seminary 28 

Appeals,  Court  of.  28,  80,  48,  76,  86,  92 

i  103,  107 

Asbury  University 19 

Baldwin  Institute 72 

Bands  and  debts,  church 40 

Bangs,  N.,  his  expenses  to  Canada 

to  be  paid  by  Conference 85 

Baptism 45,  47 

Bible  Cause  Committee,  report  of  the  141 
Bible,  Family,  Reading  and  Pro- 
nouncing      74 

Kshop  Bedding's  ftineral,  commit- 
tee, &o 10, 14,  27 

Bishops,  additional,  recommended.    67 

Bishops,  election  of 80,  85 

Bishops,  ordination  of. 85,  91,  103 

Bishops  Asbury  and  Emory,remoTal 

of  renuuns  of 13 

Bishops  Asbury  and  Emory,  monu- 
ment to 109 

Bishops' common  seal 103 

Bishops,  expenses  of  the 103 

Bishops,  missionai'/ 76 

Bishops,  monument  to  deceased ....    20 
Black  River  Conference  Seminary..    88 
Bond's.  Dr.,  History  M.  E.  Churdi..    71 
Book  Agents  at  New -York  and  Cin- 
cinnati  85-87,101.  108,  119 

Book  Committee  of  Canada^ 45 

Book  Committees,  reports,  &c....  21,  50 
58,  54,  68,  66.  69,  92,  95,  98,  99.  108 
119, 128. 132,  138 
Book  Concern  and  Chartered  Fund, 

division  of  dividends  fi*om 109 

Books,  circulation  of. 17 

Books  in  German,  publication  of...    20 
Books,  reduction  of  prices  of.  or- 
dered   100 

Books,  sale  of. 88 


Books  sent  to  Editors,  how  to  be 
disposed  of Page  111 

Boston,  thanks  to  the  city  authori- 
ties of. 59 

Boundaries,  petitions.  Sso.,  on  11, 12, 18 
15. 16, 17.  23.  24,  26, 85, 37. 88. 39,  48 
53,  54,  65,  61,  68,  69,  88, 91, 92, 93, 97 

Boundaries,  report  on  the 148 

British  Conference,  Address  to  the  177 

California  Christian  Advocate  and 

Editor. 101 

California  Conference 25 

California,  depository  and  paper 

for 18,  100 

Canada,  Book  Committee  of 45 

Canada,  England  and,  representSr 

tives  to 75,  84 

Carter,  W.  B.,  case  of. 19 

Catechisms 22,  25, 108,  112 

Catechisms,report  on  revision  of  the  170 

Chartered  Fund 45,  46,  78 

Chartered  Fund.Committee's  report  176 
Chartered  Fund  and  Book  Concern, 

division  of  dividends  from 109 

Christian  Advocate  and  Journal...  100 

Christian  A  dvocate,  California 25 

Christian  Apologist,  the 100 

Christian  Association,BostonToung 

Men's,  invitation  from 85 

Christian  Union,  American  and  For- 
eign  63, 89 

Churches,  trustees  of 88 

Church,  M.  E.,  South 46 

Church    suit,    Commissioners    on  101 

102,  108,  104 

Churoh  suit,  memorials  respecting    12 

18,  21,  45.  70,  101 

Cincinnati  Conference,  boundaries.    89 

Circuit  stewards 55 

Claimants  on  Conference  frmds  17, 28, 88 

CUdms,  West  Troy. 22 

Clappet,  M..  case  of. 24 

Closed  doors   of  Conftrenoe,   pro- 
posed      26 

Collins,  J.  D.,  of  China  Mission,  de- 
cease of 79 

Colonisation  Society 45 

Commentary  of  the  Bible 19,  82 

Committee,  Episcopal,  appointed...  8 
Committees,  standing,  change  in ...  20 
Conference,  California  and  Oregon.    26 


204 


Index, 


Gonfemoei  Genenl,  change  of  rales 
of  goYemment  of. Page    71 

Ck>nferenoe,  General,  of  1862,  or-  ^ 
ganiiation  of^ *   6 

Conference,  General,  roles  goyern- 
ingthe 7 

Conference,  General,  seat  of  next, 
at  Indianapolis 77 

Conference,  General,  yarions  peti- 
tions for  location  of  the  next 71 

Conference  Journals,  AnnoaL '20 

Conference  Minutes,  to  the  jear 
1800,  to  be  published 81 

Conference,  New-Jersey,  on  claim- 
ants      13 

Conference,  Wesleyan  British,  Ad- 
dress to HI,  112 

Conference,  Wesleyan  British,  Let- 
ter to i    84 

Conferences,  Quarterly 54 

Conferences,  secretaries  of  annual    71 

Conklin,  E.,  his  impeachment  of  the 
Episcopacy *    87 

Constitutional  test 55 

Coston  and  Elliott,  Rot.  Messrs., 
claims  of,  allowed^ 99 

Crosby-street,  houses  in,  to  be  dis- 
posed ot 99 

Danyille  Seminary,  memorial  re- 
specting     24 

Bebts  and  bands,  church. 40 

Decisions,  EpiscopaL .'    29 

Deed,  Church,  change  of. 98 

Delegates  and  delegation,  lay  16,24,2^,26 
37,39,47,48,63^^,61,68,69,74,147 

Delegates  by  Conferences,  list  of 
the 3 

Delegates,  change  of  ratio  of  repre- 
sentation      73 

Depositories,  book  and  paper 16-18 

22-25,  38-40. 64, 63, 64,  69, 72, 96.  99 

Discipline,  memorials,  &c.,  respect- 
ing, 24, 29, 34, 37, 38, 40, 49, 55, 66,68 
69,71-76,84. 90, 107, 109, 110, 112, 113 

Doud,  Letitia  &,  case  of. 38,  61 

Editors,  election  of....  80,  81,  86,  86,  91 

101, 102, 103 

Editors,  &c.,  to  avoid  personijities    80 

£dnca(ion«  Committee  on 104 

Education,  Committee,  report  of,  on  166 

Elders,  Presiding 26,  40,  48,  55,  56 

Elliott  and  Coston,  Rer.  Messrs., 

claims  of,  allowed 99 

England  and  Canada,  repreaenta- 

tiyes  to 76,  84 

English  Wesleyan  Conference,  fra- 
ternal letter  to 84 

Episoopaqy  Committee,  report  of  60,  67 

84,88 
Episcopal  decisions 29,  84 


Episcopal  ordiftations..... Page    70 

Expenses,  report  of  Committee  on  62. 80 

Fasting  and  prayer. 86 

Flushinglnstitute 73 

Fond  dutUc  District 68 

Genesee  College  and  Wesleyan  Sem- 
inary      68 

Genesee  Conference,  East 68. 69 

Georgetown  Seminary....* 19 

German  book  depository 40 

German  preachers  in  Illinois,  pe- 
tition from t 4 13 

German  work 145 

Germany,  circulation  of  religious 

books  in 24 

Green,  Rev.  A«,  representative  of 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in 
Canada. 75 

Hamline,  Bp.,  resignation  of. 36,  41 

Hearers,  seating  o£    (See  Pewt) ...    18 

Bedding,  Bp.,  funeral,  &c.,  of  10, 14, 27 

34,  36,  65,  71,  78 

Hensley,  Mrs.,  case  of. 19, 38 

Heir,  W.,  case  of. 24,  66 

Houghawout,  J.  W.,  case  of. 41,  43 

Houses  of  worship 55 

Illinois,  Southern,  Conference 98 

Indebtedness  to  Book  Concern 69 

Indianapolis,  Indiana,  to  be  the  seat 

of  General  Conference,  1856 77 

Indian  Missions..... 19 

Inskip,  J.  8.,  case  of  19, 46, 47. 49. 51, 58 
Institutions  andSeminaries,tabular 

view  of. 168,  169 

Invitation  of  Conference  to  excur- 
sion in  Boston  Harbour 49,  53 

Invitation  of  Conference  to  visit 

Boston  Public  Schools 49,58 

Invitation  of  Conference  to  visit 
cabinet  and  library  of  Foreign 

Missions 74 

Invitation  of  Conference  to  Massa- 
chusetts Board  of  Education...  60,  63 

Invitations,  answers  to  various 56 

Invitations,  various,  for  location  of 
next  General  Conferenoe  55, 69, 76, 77 

Italy,  mission  to 77 

Itineraney,  Committee  reports  on    44 
50.  51,  60,  66,  81 

Jail,  Boston  new,  invitation  to 
visit 78,  81 

Journal,  amendment  of 56 

Journal  of  General  Conference  of 
1862  to  be  pubUshed 116 

Journals  of  General  Conference, 
copies  of,  requested  by  M.  R 
Church,  South 62 


ItidetP. 


206 


Joornaliof  Ctonenl  Conferenoefirom 
1800  to  1836  {ncliiflWe*  to  be  pnb- 
U8h«d Pftge    62 

Jonmsifl  of  New-Tork  JSaat  Confer- 
•aoe  referred ^ 15 

Kentiickj  Gontosnee 34,  69 

lAdies' Repository  And  Editor 101 

Lane,  Rot.  G 113,  lU 

Lay  Delegation,  report  on 147 

Leaders'  meeting 38 

Letter,  anonymous,  on  Wesleyan 

difficulties  in  England 40 

Liberia  Conference  25, 36, 60, 66, 68, 114 

Lord's  snpper  and  Baptism 25 

LoTO-feaets ^ 22 

Maine,  East,  Seminary 54 

M'Abee,  J.  N^  appeal  of. 53, 56, 57 

M'Kendree,  Bp^  monument  to...  72,  78, 
87,  98,  102 

IfKendree  Oellege. 20 

Members,  death  of. 77 

Members  reoeiyed  and  expelled  il- 
legally     73 

Meminger,  W.  M.,  case  of. 31 

Mercantile  Library,  Boston,  inTita- 

tionto 79 

Methodism  in  New-England,  iatro- 

duotion  of 26 

Methodist  £.  Church,  Dr.  Bond's 

History  of. 71 

Methodist  E  Church,  South,  copy  of 

General  Conference  Journals  tor    46 
Methodist  £.  Church,  South,  Tote  of 

arbitration  proposed. 83 

Methodist  Quarterly  Beview 100 

Methodist  Quarterly  Reyiew,  Prof. 

M'Clintock  elected  Editor  of 81 

Ministerial  support 69 

Ministers,  location  of  unacceptable    14 

Missionary  Advocate 101 

Missionary  Bishops 76,  79,  94 

Missionary  Committee,  General,  re- 
port of  the 134 

Missionary  Secretary,  election  of 

Dr.  Durbin 80 

Misidons,  domesUo  and  foreign...  20,  30 
33,  36,  53,  60,  65,  66,  93,  96, 139 

Missouri  Conference 38,  39 

Monthly  Journal,  memorial  for  a...    24 
Monthly    Periodical   and   Tracts, 

anew 88,  84,  109 

Monthly  Periodical  and  Tracts,  ed- 
itor, Rev.  A.  StoTens 101 

Mottrstreet,  building  on 99 

Music,  instrumental,  memorial  re- 
specting.     39 

Newark  Institute. 24 

New-Hampshire  Cont  Seminary....    85 


NorthemChristiaaAdYocate,  Page  54^95 

Nerth-Westem  Christian  Advocate    72 

91,  100,  lU 

Oakland  Fonale  Seminary 69 

Ohio  Conference,  boundaries  ot 89 

Ohio  Conference,  petition  respect- 
ing. ^ 39.  47,  49 

OUn,  Dr 61 

Oneida  Conference,  boundaries  of..  88 

Ordination,  Episcopal 70 

Oregon  Conference. 25 

Orthography * 23 

Pastoral  Address,  memorials  of,  &c.    26 
112,  116,  158 

Pease,  J.  M.,  appeal  of. 28, 34 

Pedc,  N.  R..  case  of 91.  94 

Pews 18.  22,  24,  37^  39.  54,  104,  106 

Pier,  0.,  memorial  of 35,  82 

Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate,  re- 
port on 68 

Pittsburgh  Conferenoe  boundaries.    89 
Power,  J.  H.,  his  expenses  to  be 

pwd , 105 

Prayer,  fasting  and 36 

Preachers,  changes  among. 40 

Preachers,  coloured,  of  Philadel- 
phia, petition  of. 65 

Pi^hers,  delinquent,  trial  of. 47 

Preachers,  local,  course  of  study 
for,  14, 16, 17, 20, 23»  37, 39, 38, 45, 110 

Preachers,  local.  Uoense  of. i^ 

Pieachers,  period  of  stations  amonf   53 

Preachers,  single,  support  of 66 

Preachers,  superannuated,  &c....  18, 19 
44,  45,  54,  110 

Pritchard,  D.,  case  of 22 

Probationers 19 

Probationers    to    institutions    of 

learning 61 

Probation,  time  of. 18,  23,  24,  38 

Publication,  report  of  Committee  on    16 
Pulpit   exchanges,    memorial    re- 
specting.      81 

Reporters 7, 17 

Report  of  Committee  on  Publication    16 

Representation,  ratio  of 77 

Restrictions,  change  of. 18,28 

Restrictive  Rule,  Sixth 40 

Restrictive  Rule,  change  of  Third..    67 

Review,  Methodist  Qu^rly...  81,  100 

Revisal  reports,  &c...  14,  24,  25.  64,  74 

86,  90,  91, 104, 105, 110,  114 

Rice,  E.  A.,  petition  of. 35 

Ritual,  amendment  of 15 

Rome,  mission  to 19 

Rome,  religious  privileges  in. 37,  72 

Sales  and  profits  of  Book  Concern, 
approved - 99 


206 


Index, 


San  Fraaoisao,  building  proposed 

in Page    64 

Secretaries,  assistant,  appointment 

of :. 10 

Secretaries  of  Annual  Conferences.    71 

Secret  societies 60 

Seminaries,  InsUtutions  and,  tabu- 
lar view  of. 168.  169 

Sheldon,  H.  0.,  case  of. 17,  82 

Slavery,  16,  22, 23,  S6,  87,  88,  89, 40, 47 
54,  65,  61.  68,  69,  73,  74, 103 

Snow,  D.  J.,  appeal  of. 89,  74 

Sprague,  Ezra,  appeal,  &c.,  of  15, 26, 27 

Stagg,  J.  M.,  case  of 18,  67,  68 

Stewards 66,  69 

St.  Louis,  a  depository  and  paper  to 

be  established  at 72,  100 

Stover,  P.  R.,  case  of. 82,  102 

Study,  course  of,  for  local  preachers    14 

SuncUy  School  Advocate 61,  73,  101 

Sunday  schools  and  tracts 78,  101 

Sunday  schools  and  tracts,  Com- 
mittee's report  on 166 

Sunday-School  Union,  &c.  24,  37, 38,  40 

68,  73,  74, 116,  173 

Support,  ministerial 19 

Taylor,  Qeorge,  appeal,  &o^  of...  89,  48 

68,69 

Temperance,  Dr.  Carter's  work  on, 
presentation  by  Massachusetts 
Temperance  Societyof  100  copies 
to  General  Conference 78 

Temperance  memorials,  &c 23,  116 

Temperanoe,  report  of  Committee 
on 168 


Temporal  economy,  memorialB,  4^    18 
29.66,74,78,98,110,112 
Temporal  economy,  report  of  Com- 
mittee on 164 

Thomas,  Mrs.  E.  H.,  case  of. 69, 82 

Tracts 19,22,109,  163 

Tracts  and  Sunday  schools 78,  166 

Trial,  term  of. 49 

Troy  Conftrenoe,  boundaries  of.. ...    88 

Union  Chapel,  dnouinati,  case  of..    19 

28,63 

Vermont  Confinenoe. ^ ...    88 

Virginia,  Western,  Academy 22 

Vote  of  thanks  to  authorities  and 
citizens  of  Boston,  ministers,  sec- 
retaries, &c. Ill,  114,  116 

Washington  City  church 19,  87 

Washington  Memorial,  Committee 

on 20 

Waugh,  Bp.,  ftmeral  sermon  on  Bp. 

Bedding  by 48 

Wesleyan,  British,  Methodist  Con- 
ference, fraternal  letter  to 84 

Wesleyan  Methodist  Churoh,  Can- 
ada, and  Book  Concern,  N.  Y 75 

Wesleyan  University 64 

Western  Book  Concern 80 

Western  Christian  Advocate,  elec- 
tion of  editor  of. 85 

White-Water  Female  College 68 

WilUams,  R,  case  of 18 

Worthington  Female  Seminary —  89 

Wyoming  Conferenoe,  boundaries  of  88 


JOURNAL 


GENERAL    CONFERENCE 


OF  THB 


METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH, 


HELD  IN  INDIANAPOLIS,  IND., 


18  5  6. 


PUBLISHED  BY  ORDER  OF  THE  CONFERENCE. 


I  PUBLISHED   BY  CAELTON   &  POBTEB, 


too  MULBBBBT-BTBBBT. 

186B. 


LIST  OF  DELEGATES  BY  CONFERENCES. 


Nbw-Hamp8hire.— Richard  S.  Rust,  Warren  F.  Evans,  Newel  Culver, 
Charles  N.  Smith,  James  Thurston. 

Reserves. — Lewis  Howard,  Silas  Green. 

Nbw-York. — ^Davis  W.  Clark,  Phineas  Rice,  Ahiathar  M.  Osbon, 
Seymour  Van  Deusen,  Morris  D'C.  Crawford,  Benjamin  Griffen^  John  B. 
Beach,  Lucius  H.  King,  Jarvis  Z.  Nichols. 

Reserves, — Joseph  Holdich,  Davis  Stocking,  William  H.  Ferris. 

Trot. — William  Griffin,  David  P.  Hulburd,  Stephen  D.Brown,  Henir 
L.  Starks,  Andrew  Witherspoon,  Zebulon  Phillips,  Barnes  M.  Half, 
Stephen  Parks,  Sandford  Washburn. 

Reserves, — ^Lewis  Potter,  C.  R.  Morris. 

Nsw-YoRK  East. — ^Edwin  E.  Griswold,  James  Floy,  James  H.  Perry, 
John  Kennaday,  Heman  Bangs,  John  M.  Reid,  John  B.  Merwin,  William 
C.  Hoyt 

Reserves, — Seymour  Landon,  William  H.  Norris. 

California. — John  D.  Blain,  Isaac  Owens. 
Reserves, — Samuel  D.  Simonds,  William  Taylor. 

Mains. — Stephen  Allen,  Daniel  B.  Randall,  Aaron  Sanderson,  William 
P.  Farrington. 

Reserves. — Joseph  H.  Jenne,  Charles  C.  Cone,  Howard  B.  Abbott. 

Vermont.— Asa  G.  Button,  William  J.  Eidder,  P.  P.  Ray,  Alonzo 
Webster. 


iS^MrvM.— Joseph  E.  King,  A.  T.  BuUard. 

Black  Rivrr. — ^Arza  J.  Phelps,  I 
rardner  Baker,  James  Erwin,  Freem« 

Reserves, — B.  Holmes,  H.  Chapin. 


Black  Rivrr. — ^Arza  J.  Phelps,  Hiram  Mattison,  Isaac  S.  Bingham, 
Gardner  Baker,  James  Erwin,  Freeman  H.  Stanton,  Peter  D.  Gorrie. 


Wamutv  ytiioi!nA.-^Gidean  Martin,  JaaiM  Drammoiidf  Ootdon 
Battelle. 

Beterves, — ^William  Lynch,  WOliim  Huntor. 

Ea0t  M Ai9s.-^Loran  L.  Knox,  Caleb  D.  PilUbuty,  G^oige  IVatt, 
Luther  P.  French. 

PnTSBURGH. — ^Isaac  N.  Baird,  William  Cox,  James  Henderson,  John 
Mbffatt,  William  F.  Lauok,  Bobert  Boyd,  Samuel  Wakefield. 

jBeMTWc— James  Q.  Sanama,  Thomas  M.  Hudson. 

Wtouino. — George  Peck,  Qt.  P.  Porter,  William  H,  Peame,  Horatio 
R.  Clark. 

jBMtffveiL — D.  A.  Shepard,  A*  Barker. 

Erib. — Calvin  Eingsley,  Samuel  Gregff,  Josiah  Flower,  Hiram  Ejnslej, 
Moses  Hill,  William  F.  Wilson,  Gaylord  B.  Hawkins. 

JReserves. — ^E.  J.  Kinney,  £.  J.  L.  Baker. 

aiisiDA.--Cfaarles  Blakealee,  Daniel  W.  Bristol,  WilliAm  Bed^, 
Charles  Starr,  Elias  Bowen,  Asa  J.  Dana,  Isaac  Parka. 

A»0nwff.*-^Danifil  A.  Whedon,  Silas  Comfort* 

East  GunsEL-r-WiUiam  Hoemer,  Calm  S.  Coats,  Freeborn  0. 
Hibbard,  Jonathan  Watts,  John  Dennis,  Jonas  Dodge,  Daniel  D.  Bock. 

lUierves. — ^William  H  Goodwin,  Se^ellen  W.  Alden. 

QmBOON.«-*William  Roberts,  Thomas  H.  Peame. 

Northwestern  Indiana. — Jacob  M.  Stallard,  Geoige  M.  Boyd,  Jamss 
L.  Thompson,  William  Qndimn. 

Beservea, — J.  L.  Smidi,  B.  'V^^nans. 

GsNXSEE. — ^Thomas  Carlton,  Richard  L.  Waite,  Isaac  C.  Ejngsley, 
Charles  D.  Burlingham,  Israel  Chamberlayne. 

iJesmw.— A- P.  Ripley,  E.  K  Chambers. 

Michigan.— James  V.  Watson,  Elijah  H.  POcher,  John  E.  GiDet, 
Wellington  H.  Collins,  Resin  Sapp,  William  H,  Brockway,  Dafid 
Bums. 

Beserves. — George  Bradley,  Erastus  0.  Haven, 

Ohio. — ^Zechariah  Connell,  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Solomon  Howard,  Jamtt 
M.  Jamison,  Jacob  Young,  Uriah  Heath. 

Beserves, — Andrew  Carrol,  Frederic  Merrick. 

Indiana. — ^Benjamin  F.  Crary,  William  C.  Smitih,  James  Hill,  Hemr 
8.  Talbot 

i^eMTves.-- Charles  B.  Davidson,  "Vl^am  M.  Daily. 


VoRTd  IvNiiiA.-'SttBnal  a  Goop«r,  Qnmge  V*  I«mD%  GmgeW. 
Bowen,  Horatio  N.  Barnes. 

J2ewrvef .-Joseph  H.  Hull,  J.  Ooldaaeir. 

WisooNBiii.— Fiiilo  B.  Bennett*  baac  K.  Laifayt  SdwwL  Gopke, 
Ohaunoey  Hobart,  Elmore  Yocom. 

JSeserves. — ^BOenxy  Beqoa,  Alfred  foansoik 

Rock  Ritxb. — Oeoi^  L.  Mulfinger,  Luke  Hitchcock,  J  An  LoooodE, 
Hooper  Crews,  S.  P.  Keyes,  Heniy  BanniMm,  Bushard-  Haaeyv  John 
Morey. 

Beierve$.^^ohn  Dempster,  Fhilo  Judaoii. 

Nomn  Ohio.— William  L.  Harris,  Edward  Thomson^  John  H. 
Power,  James  Wheeler,  William  B.  Disbro,  Adam  Poe,  Henry  E. 
Pilcher,  Geoige  W.  Bredcenridge. 

iSeffrvM.— Leonard  B.  Garley,  ISram  M.  Shaffer. 

Cincinnati. — ^William  Young,  James  B.  Rnley,  William  Nast,  John 
W.  Fowble,  George  W.  Walker,  Arza  Brown,  Cyrus  Brooks,  Arimiy 
Lowrey,  Mighil  Dustin. 

Beserves,—John  T.  Mitchell,  Charles  Hliott,  William  Ahrens. 

Iowa. — Joseph  Brooks,  Henry  W.  Reed,  Jacob  G.  Dimmitt,  L«toien 
W.  Berry,  David  Worthington. 

Reserves, — ^William  Simpson,  M.  H.  Hare. 

Souths ASTBBN  Indiana.— Fernando  0.  Holliday,  Hnodi  G.  W<)od, 
John  A.  Brouse,  John  Eisling,  Calvin  W.  Ruter. 

Beservee.—W.  Terrell,  J.  W.  Sullivan,  J.  Bwth. 

Southern  Ilunois. — John  Van  Cleve,  James  Leaton,  James  B. 
Corrington. 

Eeeerves, — ^Norman  Allyn,  W.  Cliffe. 

Illinois. — ^Peter  Cartwright,  George  Rndedge,  Peter  Kufal,  Wffliam 
D.  R.  Tiotter^  Hardin  WalliK^e,  Hiram  Buck 

BaerveB^r^.  F.  Jaqness,  W.  H.  H.  More.     , 

Kentuckt. — Stephen  F.  Comrey,  Ajax  H.  TripletL 
ie^aerve.— William  H  Black. 

Missouri. — Joseph  H.  Hopkins,  John  M.  Ghivington. 
Ite9erves.—B.  F.  Northcutt,  N.  Shumate. 

Arxakibas. — ^Anthony  Bewley,  Mark  Rbbertson. 
Reserves,^,  Harrar,  S.  H.  Carlisle. 


6  lAit  of  DdegaUi  hy  CkKi^ermon. 

BALTnfOiix.^John  A.  Collins,  Henry  Slicer,  Samuel  V.  Bkke, 
Nicholas  J.  B.  Morgan,  John  S.  Martin,  Nonral  Wilson,  Alfred  Giiffith, 
Thomas  B.  Saigent,  Aquila  A.  Reese,  John  Lanahan,  William  Hamil- 
ton, John  Poisal,  Maberry  Goheen,  William  Hirst,  Benjamin  N.  Brown. 

Beserves. — ^T.  W.  H.  Monroe,  Gkoige  Hildt,  Isaac  Collins. 

Philadelphia. — John  P.  Durbin,  Thomas  J.  Thompson,  WiDiam 
Cooper,  James  Cunningham,  Pennell  Coombe,  William  ITCoombs, 
Frands  Hodgson,  George  R.  Crooks,  Thomas  J.  Quigley. 

JReserves. — J.  A  Roche,  J.  T.  Hazsard. 

Nbw-England. — ^Minor  Raymond,  William  Rice,  James  Porter, 
Lorenzo  R.  Thayer,  Loranus  Crowell,  Thomas  Marcy,  Daniel  E.  Ban- 
nister. 

Bewrves.—S.  D.  Bridge,  J.  H.  Twombly,  W.  H.  Hatch,  M.  Dwight 

Pboyidbncb. — Abel  Stevens,  Samuel  W.  Coggeshall,  Daniel  ^V^ae^ 
Pardon  T.  Kenny,  Elisha  B.  Bradford,  George  M.  Carpenter. 

Betervea, — ^William  Livesey,  D.  Patten,  J,  D.  Butler. 

Nbw-Jbr8bt. — George  F.  Brown,  John  M^Clintock,  Samuel  Y.  Monroe» 
Jefferson  Lewis,  John  S.  Porter,  Isaac  N.  Felch,  John  S.  Swaim,  John  L 
Lenhart,  William  A.  WUmer. 

Bewrvea. — James  M.  Tattle,  Samuel  Vansant. 
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THUESDAT  MOENING,  MAY  1. 

Thb  Twelfth  Dslsoatbd  General  Conference  of  the     Ma^%'i9S^ 
Methodist  Episcopal  Chttrch  assembled  at  the  State 
House  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  the  first  day 
of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six. 

Present — ^Bishops     Wauoh,    Morris,    Janes,    Scott, 
Simpson,  Baker,  and  Ames. 

At  nine  o'clock  A.  M^  Bishop  Waugh  called  the  Con-  <^Muiac  «r  oia 
ferenoe  to  order,  and  conducted  the  opening  religious  ser- 
Tices,  consisting  of  reading  the  46th,  47th,  and  48th  Psalms, 
smging  the  218th  hjrmn,  and  prayer.  Bishop  Morris  con- 
tinued the  services  by  reading  the  fourth  chapter  of  1  Tim- 
othy, and  the  219th  hymn.  After  singing,  James  Por- 
ter, of  New-England,  and  Jacob  Young,  of  Ohio,  again  led 
the  devotions  of  the  Conference  in  prayer. 

On  motion,  Joseph  M.  Trimble  was   elected  Secretary  Seentekfl  ap. 
pro  tem^  and  Benjamin  Qriffen,  Assistant  Secretary  pro  tern,    HS^mt^. 

The  Conferences  were  then  called  in  order,  and  certificates 
of  election  were  presented  by  the  following  delegates : 


GUI  ct  { 
eneoa. 
Cradentialg  prt- 


BBW-HAlfPSHIRB.  HawHanpaliln 

Bichard  S.  Rust,  Newel  Culver, 

Warran  F.  Evans,  Charles  N.  Smith, 

James  Thurston, 

BBW-TORK.  H€wr-Y«rtt  Dcl- 

Davis  W.  Clark,  Morris  D*C.  Crawfoid, 

Phineas  Bice,  Benjamin  Griffen,  .  , 

Abiathar  M.  Osbon,  John  B.  Beach, 

Seymour  Van  Deusen,  Lucius  H.  King, 

Jarvis  Z.  Nichols. 
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Troj  DelegaUt. 


T^OT, 


H«w-Toril  1 


OtHibfotoBtfe- 


ICriM       Dtle- 


Yermont  Dek- 


BlMk    BiTtr 


Weslan  Ylrglii'- 
l*D«lcgates. 


XMtlUneDel- 


PtttebmilklM- 


WfHirii%IMto> 


William  Oiiffin, 
David  P.  Hulburd, 
Stephen  D«  Biowxif 
Heniy  L.  Starka, 


Andrew  Wiihanpooii, 
Zebulon  PhillipBy 
Banies  M.  Hall, 
Stephen  Parin, 


Sandford  Waahburn. 

irSW-TOBK  SABT. 

Edwin  E.  Gmwold^  Heman  Bas^ 


James  Floy, 
James  H.  Perrj, 
John  Eennaday, 


John  M.  Beid, 
John  B.  Merwitty 
William  C.  Hojt 


CALITOBNXA« 

John  D.  Blain,  Samuel  D.  Simondk 

Stephen  Allen,  Aaron  Saadenon, 

Daniel  B.  Bandall,  William  F.  Fairii^ton. 

VBBXORT, 

Aaa  G.  Button,  Alonzo  Webster, 

William  J.  Kidder,  Joseph  E.  King. 

BLAOX  mvxit* 
Ana  J.  Phelps,  Gardner  Baker, 

Hiram  Mattison,  James  Erwin, 

luMR  S.  Bingham,  E^reeman  H.  Stanton. 

WBSTKRN  VIROINIA. 

Gideon  Martin,  James  Drummond, 

Gordon  BatteUe. 


XA8f  MAIHI. 


Loren  L.  Ejioz, 
Caleb  D.  PiUsbury, 


George  Phttt, 
Lather  P.  Frendi. 


raiBBUBOH. 

Isaac  N.  Baird,  John  Mo&tt, 

William  Oox,  William  F.  Landt, 

James  Henderson,  Robert  Boyd, 

Santtd  Wakefield. 

WTOimrG. 

George  Peck,  William  H.  Peanut 

Horatio  R.  Clark. 


OMiift     IM*- 


ONfoa 


IM*- 


IndlttutDeto* 


CUff tt  Kingsley,  ffintlxi  Einflley, 

Smniel  GMgg,  Moees  SKU, 

Jonah  Flowor,  "William  F.  Wilaon, 

Gkiylord  B.  Hawkma. 

OMlDA« 

Chailea  Blakoalee,  Charlea  Starr, 

Daniel  W.  Bristol,  Eliaa  Bowen, 

Wiiliaia  Reddy,  Aaa  J.  Dana, 

Isaac  Parka. 

Biunr  0SNX8XX. 
William  Hoamer,  Jonathan  Watts, 

Calvin  S.  Goats,  John  Dennis, 

Freeborn  G.  Hibbard,  Jonas  Dodge, 

Daniel  D.  Book. 

OBXGOK. 

William  Roberts,  Thomas  H.  Peame. 

N0BTHWE8TXRH  INDIANA. 

Jacob  M.  Stallard,  James  L.  Thompson, 

Oeoige  M.  Bojd,  "Vmiiam  Graham. 

OSNXSU. 

Thomas  Carlton,  Isaac  C.  Singslej, 

Richard  L.  Waite,  Chailes  D.  Bnrlingham, 

Israel  Chamberlayne. 

MfOKtGAir.  lOflfalin  Dtif 

James  V.  Watson,  WeUmgton  H.  Collins, 

Elijah  H.  Pilcher,  William  H.  Biookway, 

John  K   Gillet,  Resin  Sapp, 

David  Bnma. 

OHIO. 

Zechariah  Connell,  James  M.  Jamia(% 

Joseph  M.  Trimble^  Jacob  Young, 

Solomon  Howard,  Uriah  Heath. 

IVDUNA*  ladlM    Ms- 

Beqamin  F.  Graijr,  James  ffiU, 

William  a  Smith,  Henry  S.  Taibot 
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Hwth    Indfa 


WiMonrinNe- 


NOBXH  ISDIAKA. 

Samiid  0.  Cooper,  George  W.  Bowen^ 

Onmge  V.  Lemon,  Horatio  N.  BaniM. 

WI800K8IN. 

Philo  S.  Bennett,  Isaac  M.  Leihy, 

Elmofe  Tooom. 


ROOK  BIYER. 


9oitii  Ohio  Dal- 


George  L.  Mulfingw, 
Luke  Hitchcock, 
John  Lucoock, 
Hooper  Grewa, 


Heniy  Summen, 
Richard  Haney, 
John  Morey, 
John  Dempster, 


KOBirH  OHIO. 


William  L.  Hairia, 
Edward  Thomson, 
John  H.  Power, 
James  Wheeler, 


William  B.  Disbro, 
Adam  Poe, 
Henry  £.  Pilcher, 
Leonard  B.  Gurley. 


OinuixunATI. 


William  Yonng, 
James  B.  Fmley, 
AiraiiamNast, 
John  W.  Fowble, 


Joseph  Brooks, 
Henry  W.  Reed, 


IOWA. 


George  W.  Walker, 
Arza  Brown, 
Cyras  Brooks, 
Asbury  Lowrey. 


.  Jacob  G.  Dimmitt, 
Laden  W.  Berry, 


Dayid  Worthington. 

SOUTHXASISBV  imOIAlTA. 

Fernando  C.  Holliday,  John  A.  Bronse, 

Enoch  G.  Wood,  John  Eisling, 

Calvin  W.  Rater. 

SOUTHIRV  ILLIHOIS. 

John  Tan  Olere,  James  B.  Oonington, 

Norman  Allyn. 


XLLIKOIS. 


Peter  Cartwrigfat, 
Geoige  Radedge, 
Peter  Kohl, 


William  D.  R.  Trottsr, 
Hardin  Wallace, 
Hiram  Back. 
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XXKTUOKT. 

Stephen  F.  Gonray,  Ajaz  H.  Triplett 

MISSOURI. 

Joseph  H.  Hopkins,  John  M.  Ohivington. 


Anthony  Bewley,  Mark  Robsrtson. 

BALTIMORE. 


John  A.  Collins, 
Henry  Slicer, 
Samuel  V.  Blake, 
Nicholas  J.  B.  Morgan, 
John  S.  Martm, 
Nerval  Wilson, 
Alfred  Griffith, 


Thomas  B.  Saigent, 
AquUa  A.  Reese, 
John  Lanahan, 
William  HamilU», 
John  Poisal, 
Mabeny  Goheen, 
William  Hirst 


n 


AikaiiMs  Del^. 


Baltiiiuivt  Dd^ 


Benjamin  N.  Brown. 


PHnJkDXUPHIA. 

John  P.  Durbin,  Pennell  Ooombe^ 

Thomas  J.  Thompson,  William  M'Comhs^ 

William  Cooper,  Francis  Hodgson, 

James  Cunning^iam,  Geoige  B.  Oroohs, 

Thomas  J.  Qaigley. 

HSW-XNOLAKD. 

Minor  Raymond,  Lorenzo  R.  Thayer, 

William  Rice,  Loranus  CroweU, 

James  Porter,  Thomas  Marey, 

Daniel  K.  Bannister. 


PUbddDh^ 
MepSsT 


H«w-EDfl^nS 


FROyiDXNOR. 


Samnel  W.  Coggeshall, 
Daniel  Wise, 
Pardon  T.  Eenney, 


Elisha  B.  Bradfoid, 
George  M.  Carpenter, 
William  liyesey. 


Geoige  F.  Brown,  John  8.  Porter, 

John  M'Clintock,  Isaac  N.  Feleh, 

Samuel  T.  Munroe,  John  S.  Swaim. 

Jefferson  Lewis,  John  L.  Lenhart 

William  A.  Wihner. 
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•  X  V^        On  calling  the  list  of  d^l^giRitoii  two  hundred  and  six  mem- 
bers answered  to  their  names ;  whereupon  the  diair  announ- 
ced that  a  quorum  was  present,  and  the  Conference  proceeded 
to  business. 
^«a^^  to^      On  motion,  the  Conference  resolved  to  elect  «  Secretaiy 
l»nat.       ^  by  ballot 

Mm  appoiiit-       On  motion,  the  chair  was  requested  to  appoint  three  Tell- 
ers to  collect  the  ballots,  canvass  the  votes,  and  report 

Elijah  H.  Pilcher,  Zebulon  Phillips,  and  William  D.  R 
Trotter  were  accordingly  appointed. 
I  of  8m-  The  tellers  reported  that  the  whole  number  of  rotes  cast 
was  two  hundred  and  six ;  and  that  William  L.  Harris  had 
received  one  hundred  and  thirteen ;  whereupon  the  President 
announced  that  William  L.  Harris,  having  received  a  major- 
ity ctf  all  the  rotes  cast,  was  elected  Seeretaiy  of  this  Con- 
ference. 

On  motion,  JReiolved,  That  when  the  Confeience  a^oum, 
it  adjourn  to  meet  at  ihnt  o^dodt  this  afternoon, 
^ttd  ^doSSc*      ^^  ^^  moved  that  the  Gonforence  meet  daily  at  eight 
thtfMiioii&      o'clock  in  the  morning. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend,  by  substituting  half  past 
eight  instead  of  eight  o'clock ;  but  the  motion  to  amend  did 
not  prevail,  and  the  original  motion  was  carried. 

On  motion,  BeBolved^  That  hereafter  the  Gonfetenee  ad- 
journ at  twelve  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Davis  W.  Clark,  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted,  namely : 


Afternoon   mo- 


^-        Resolved,  1,  That  this  Oonferenos  approve  the  proposed  publioa- 
^  "^  tiMi  of  the  Daily  Weetem  CbrUtiau  Advocate,  dwiiig  the  Session 
Obrirtlni  Ad-  of  the  Conferenoe,  by  the  Western  Book  Agents ;  and  that  the  said 
agents  be  authorised  to  take  sooh  measures  as  may  be  neoessaiy 
to  oarrr  oat  the  proposed  publieation. 

Me$Jl9td,  a,  That  the  Agents  of  the  Western  Book  Concern  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  requested  to  furnish  each  delegate  with  a 
wpy  of  the  Daily  Christian  AdTooate»  gratuitously. 

Leroy  Swormstedt  addressed  the  Conference  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate ;  after  which,  a  mdMii 
was  made  that  the  Agents  furnish  the  delegates  at  fhcfir  res- 
ideooss  with  a  copy  of  the  paper ;  but  the  motion  did  not 
prevail. 

OonfoeUce  adjourned  with  the  benediction  by 
Bangs. 


JmmaL  «f  tt«  Qeimti  €ki^trmc$,  18M. 


1» 


•d. 


Tbubsdat  Avtsbvoov.  Utj  %  tm, 

t 

Oo&ferenoe  met,  punuant  to  adjournment ;  Bishop  Horm 
m  the  chur.  Beligioiis  servioeB,  consisting  of  reading  the 
Bcriptniei  singing,  and  prayer,  were  oondocted  by  Heman 
Bangs,  of  the  New- York  East  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 

Chauncey  Hobart  presented  his  certiflcate  of  election  as  a  Qgygg^^ 
dekgate  from  the  Wisconsin  Conference,  and  took  his  seat      m^  m  dd^ 

Heman  Bangs  moved  that  Benjamin  QrifTen  be  elected  flSoBcfttot^ 
first  Assistant  Secretary.  John  A.  Collins  moved  as  a  substi- 
tate  that  the  Conference  proceed  to  choose,  by  ballot,  three 
Assistant  Secretaries,  who  shall  take  precedence  respectively, 
m  the  order  of  the  number  of  votes  each  may  receive;  and 
the  substitute  was  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  tellers  who  acted  in  the  election  of  Secre- 
tary, were  requested  toserve  also  in  the  election  of  Assistant 
Secretaries.  A  ballot  was  cast,  and  the  Conference  directed 
the  tellers  to  retire,  count  the  votes,  and  report  the  result 

James  Porter  offered  a  resolution  providing  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  several  standing  committees.  Pending  its  con- 
rideration,  Heman  Bangs  proposed  a  substitute,  which  was 
accepted  by  the  mover  of  the  resolution,  and  was  adopted, 
^  follows : 


Rttohed,  That  the  following  standing  eeBunitteeB  be  appolnftsd, 
tis.: 

1.  A  oommittee  to  consiBt  of  one  member  from  each  sanual  con- 
fonnee,  to  be  eaUod  the  Committee  on  the  EfHaoojpm, 

2.  A  oommittee  to  oonsist  of  one  member  teook  each  annual  oqb- 
fcrenee,  to  be  called  the  Oommittee  on  the  Itinerancy. 

t.  A  oommittee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  eeen  annual  eon- 
foranee,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

4.  A  oommittee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each  annual  oen- 
forenoe,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

0.  A  committee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each  annnal  eon- 
forence,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Coneera. 

e.  A  oommittee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  eaeh  aannal 
oonferencei  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Blissions. 

7.  A  committee  to  consist  of  one  member  trcm  eaoh  annnal  eon- 
ftienee,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Education. 

8.  A  committee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  eaoh  annual  con- 
ference, to  be  called  the  Committee  on  the  Tract  Cause. 

9.  A  oommittee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  eaoh  annual  eon- 
foronoe,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools. 

10.  A  committee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each  annual 
eonferenoe,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Bevisals  and  Unfinished 
Business. 

RtMohed,  That  the  above  committees  be  chosen  by  the  delegates 
of  each  annual  conference  from  among  themselves,  and  that  eaoh 
committee,  when  chosen,  have  power  to  appoint  its  own  chairman. 


l^iifoopMy. 
IttMnnqy. 


Book  Oonem. 
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Mifl,  iSM.  Ruolvtd^  That  a  oommittee  of  BOTen  be  appointed,  to  be  oaUed 

CkHBinlttee  •  on  the  Committee  on  Temperance. 

Tempennoe.  Rtiolvtd,  That  a  committee  of  seTen  be  appointed,  to  be  called 

*5lSI^?**^  ^  ^^  Committee  on  the  Bible  Canee. 

Go     itt^'on  t^folvtd.  Thai  a  oommittee  of  scTen  be  appointed,  to  be  ealkd 

Tempw?  ^^^  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy. 

EooDomy.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  be  called 

Oommittoe    on  the  Committee  on  the  Bxpenses  of  Delegates ;  whose  dnty  it  akall 

^^°J^     ^  be  to  receiye  all  moneys  raised  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  dele- 

jMi«gBces.  gates  to  this  Conference,  ascertain  the  amount  of  expenses,  and 
settH  with  the  delegates. 

A  German  Del-       Qn  motion  of  William  Nast  it  was  ordered  that  a  Ger- 

MEfttO      to      bo 

added  to  cor-  man  brother,  to  be  nominated  by  the  German  delegates,  be 
teoB.  added  to  committees,  severally,  on  Boundaries,  on  the  Book 

Concern,  and  on  Missions. 
^%  "S^^       On  motion  it  was  Besolved,  That  nine  members  of  such 
tote^aiwromi  committees  as  consist  of  a  delegate  from  each  annual  confer 
ence,  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness. 
^^**^wS       On  motion  of  Calvin  W.  Ruter,  the  presiding  elders  of 
*"P  the  Indianapolis  districts,  and  the  preachers  stationed  in  the 

city,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  make  all  necessary  ar- 
rangements for  conducting  public  worship  during  the  session 
of  this  Conference. 

The  tellers  reported,  as  the  result  of  the  ballot,  that  then 
were  196  votes  cast;  that  Benjamin  Griffen  received  178; 
Samuel  D.  Simonds,  125;  and  John  S.  Martin,  115;  and 
they  were  declared  duly  elected  Assistant  Secretaries, 
^to  A  committee  of  three  was  ordered,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  report,  to-morrow  morning,  rules  of  order. for  the  govern* 
mentof  the  Conference  during  its  session ;  and  the  chair  an- 
nounced Isaac  Parks,  James  H.  Perry,  and  Calvin  W.  Ruter 
said  committee. 

On  motion  it  was  Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  five  be 
dnesordored.  appointed  by  the  chair  to  draw  up  and  report  a  suitable 
Pastoral  Address,  to  be  issued  by  this  General  Conference  to 
the  membership  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
^o^rald^om^  On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  it  was  ordered  that  a  com- 
mittee of  seven  be  appointed,  to  be  called  the  Conunittee  on 
our  Colored  Members. 

Conference  adjourned*    Benediction  by  Bishop  Homia. 


AHistant  Bcero- 


report  rales. 


Partoral     Ad- 


FETOAT  MOKlflNG,  MAT  2, 1856. 

Gonfeveiice  met  this  morning :  Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 
The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  hy  John  Van 
GieTB,  of  the  Southern  Illinois  Conference;  after  which  the 
roll  of  members  was  called. 

Mighil  Dustin  presented  his  certificate  of  election  as  a  lOj^  Diutiii 
delegate  from  the  Cincinnati  Conference,  and  took  his  seat      atdoiegiite. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  approved. 

John  S.  Porter  offered  a  preamble  and  resolutions,  fixinir  j.   &  p<nt«^ 

nTttamblA    and 

the  bar  of  the  Conference,  inviting  ofiScers  of  the  General  mofaitioB. 
Conference,  such  as  book  agents  and  editors,  not  members 
of  the  Conference,  to  seats  within  the  bar,  and  providing  for 
such  a  distribution  of  seats  within  the  Conference  room,  as 
will  secure  to  each  delegation  an  opportunity  of  having  its 
members  seated  near  each  other. 

On  motion,  the  preamble  and  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  Xidd  on  tfa# 
table.  *^^ 

On  motion,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  return  to  such  %^^    ^^ 
members  as  may  desire  them,  their  certificates  of  election    bentorncd. 
as  delegates  to  this  body. 

The  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  ^^*^  *^ 
rules  of  order  for  the  government  of  the  Conference  during  gnmeot  of 
its  present  session.  S^JUSS^ 

After  the  report  was  read,  the  Conference  resolved  to  take 
up  the  rules  seriatim. 

The  first,  second,  and  third  rales  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  fourth  rule  was  read,  and  a  motion  was  made  to 
strike  out  the  words  *^  at  the  same  time." 

A  further  amendment  was  offered  to  strike  out  the  words, 
'^but  any  member  may  decline  serving  on  more  than  one 
committee  at  the  same  time,"  which  latter  amendment  pie- 
vnled,  and  the  rule  as  amended  was  then  adopted. 

The  fifth  rule  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  sixth  rule  was  read,  and  a  motion  was  made  to  amend 
it  by  inscrtmg,  after  tiie  word  "  maver,^  the  words,  •*  With  tiie 
consent  of  the  second." 

A  motion  was  made  to  substitute  for  this  amendment,  the 
words  ^  with  the  consent  of  the  conference." 

On  motion,  both  the  amendment  and  substitute  were  laid 
on  the  table,  and  the  rule  as  reported  was  adopted. 

The  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  eleventh,  twelfth,  thir- 


Kf^iiM  teenth,  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  sixteenth,  and  lefenteenth  inlet 
were  read  and  adopted. 

After  the  eighteenth  rule  was  read,  it  was  on  motioD 
amended,  by  inserting  after  the  word  **Oonferenoe^  the 
words,  **  except  in  cases  in  which  character  is  inyolved.** 

After  a  motion  to  strike  tiie  whole  rule  out  of  the  i^ 
port  was  lost,  the  rule  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  nineteenth  rule  was  read,  after  which,  a  motioii  was 
made  so  to  amend  it,  that  it  shall  read  thus,  **  a  snbetitafes 
may  be  amended  before  being  accepted  by  the  Conferenoe.** 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  whole  rule,  but  the 
motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  amendment  prerailed,  and  the  rule  as  amended  was 
adopted. 

On  motion,  the  rulea  as  a  whole  were  then  adopted  as 
fellows,  lis.: 

BULBSL 

L  The  Gonferenoe  shall  meet  at  eight  o'clock  A,  BL,  and  aiQaiin 
at  twelTO  M.,  bat  maj  alter  their  time  of  meetlnff,  and  anUonni  at 
their  diMcetkm. 

2.  The  President  shall  take  the  chair  precisely  at  the  hovr  to 
whioh  the  Conference  stood  acyounied,  and  cause  the  same  to  be 
opened  bv  the  reading  of  the  Scriptores*  singing,  and  prayer; 
and  on  the  appearance  of  a  qnorom,  shall  haye  the  Joarnals  of 
tiiie  preceding  day  read  and  approved,  when  the  business  of  the 
Ckmftrenoe  shall  proceed  in  the  following  order,  namely : 

Ist  B^porU,  first  of  the  standing,  and  then  of  the  seleet  eoss- 
mittees. 

9d.  PetUwiu,  memoriah,  and  appttdi, 

8.  The  President  shaU  decide  sU  qvestions  of  order,  snijeet  te 
an  appeal  to  the  Conference;  bat  in  case  of  sneh  appeal, the «mb- 
tion  shall  be  taken  without  debate. 

4.  He  shall  appoint  all  oommittees,  not  otherwise  speeiaQy 
ordered  by  the  Conference. 

0.  All  motions  or  resolutions  introduced  by  any  member  shall 
be  reduced  to  writing,  if  the  President,  Secretanr,  or  any  tire 
members  request  it. 

^  When  a  motion  or  resolution  is  made  and  seconded,  or  a  ie> 
port  presented,  and  is  read  by  the  Secretary,  or  stated  by  the 
Preddent,  it  shaU  be  deemed  in  possession  of  the  Conftienoe,bvt 
any  motion  or  resolution  mav  be  withdrawn  by  the  moTer  at  any 
Inie  befine  decision  or  amendment. 

7.  No  new  motion  or  resolution  shall  be  made  until  the  eae 
under  consideration  is  disposed  of;  whioh  may  be  done  by  adop- 
tion or  F^}ection,  unless  one  of  the  following  motions  should  inter- 
Tene,  which  motions  shall  have  pfeoedance  in  the  order  in  which 
thev  are  placed,  namely:  indefinite  postponement;  laying  on  the 
table;  reference  to  a  committee ;  postponement  to  a  given  time : 
amendment,  or  a  substitute,  whidi  also  may  be  amen£d. 

a  No  member  shall  be  interrupted  when  speaking  exoepl  by 
the  President,  to  caU  him  to  order,  when  he  deports  from  the 
qaeatiMi,ornsespeteoQalities  or  disrsspeotftU language;  botany 
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atniber  may  call  the  atteniioii  of  tlie  President  to  the  subject,    Haj  %  1866. 
when  he  deems  a  speaker  out  of  order;  and  any  member  may 
explain,  if  he  thinks  himself  misrepresented. 

9.  When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in  debaie,  or  to  dellTer 
any  matter  to  the  Conference,  he  shall  rise  in  his  seat,  and  re- 
spectfully address  himself  to  the  President. 

10.  No  person  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  the  same  ques- 
tion, nor  more  than  fifteen  minutes  at  one  time,  without  leaye 
of  the  Conference;  nor  shall  any  person  speak  more  than  onoe 
until  every  member  choosing  to  speak  shall  haye  spoken. 

11.  When  any  motion  or  resolution  shall  haye  passed,  it  shall 
be  in  order  for  any  member  who  voted  in  the  majority,  to  more  a 
reconsideration. 

12.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  firom  the  senrioe  of  the 
Oonfarence,  without  leave,  unless  he  is  ^ck,  or  unable  to  attend. 

18.  No  member  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  on  any  question,  who 
is  not  within  the  bar  at  the  time  when  such  question  is  put  by 
^e  President,  except  by  leave  of  the  Conferenoe,  when  sueh  mem- 
ber has  been  necessarily  absent. 

14.  Every  member  who  shall  be  within  the  bar  at  the  time  the 
qmstion  is  put,  shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the  Conference  fbr  spe- 
cial reasons  excuse  him. 

15.  No  resolution  altering  or  rescinding  any  rule  of  Discipline, 
shall  be  adopted  until  it  shall  have  been  at  least  one  day  in  the 
possession  of  the  Conference. 

16.  A  motion  to  a^oum  shall  always  be  in  order,  and  shall  be 
decided  without  debate. 

17.  It  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  to  call  fbr  the  yeas  and. 
nays  upon  any  question  before  Uie  Conference ;  and  if  the  call  be 
sustained  by  twenty-five  of  the  members  present,  the  vote  there- 
on shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  naya. 

18.  It  shall  be  in  order  to  move  that  the  question  be  takeii 
without  further  debate,  on  any  measure  pending  before  the  QAxt' 
era!  Conference,  except  in  cases  in  which  oharaoter  is  involved, 
and  if  sustained  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds,  the  question  shall  be  so 
taken. 

19.  A  substitute  may  be  amended  before  being  accepted  by  ths 
Conference. 


The  following  resolntion,  offered  by  John  Kennaday,  was 
adopted,  namely : 

ItcMZescf,  That  we  gratefully  appreoiate  the  courtesy  of  the  BMolatlon  ra- 
LegUlature  of  this  state,  by  which  the  use  of  this  hall  was  appro-    pr^^^^S  ^« 
priated  for  the  session  of  this  Conference,  and  reciprocating  this 
courtesy,  we  invite  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  take 
seats  within  the  bar  of  the  Conference. 


oonrteBT  of 
the  Tni^lfimi 
Legldatiirak 


Hiram  Mattison  offered  the  following  resolutions,  and  they 
were  adopted  by  the  Conference,  namely : 

Itcsolveri,  That  the  editors  of  the  several  General  Conference  Ootmnittee    on 

papers,  with  the  editor  of  Zion's  Herald,  be  a  Committee  on  Print-  pri>tfaig. 

RwAnedk^  That  they  be  instructed  to  publish  in  pamphlet  form  Boles  of  Conftr- 

the  rules  of  the  Conference,  together  with  the  standing  and  other  «i^««         *»^ 

principal  committees,  and,  if  practicable,  the  boarding  plaoes  of  SSffi**?*?! 

the  delegates,  for  the  nse  of  this  body.  "**'^  -    ^ 
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pabmhed. 
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lUr%  18IM.         Oq  motion  of  Calvin  W.  Ruter,  tile  Mowing  raoliition 

was  adopted,  namely: 

Baparintendttnto  Betolved,  Thai  the  Saperintendentt  bo  and  they  are  hereby  re- 
requettod  to  gpectftiUy  requested  to  deuTer  their  qnadiennial  address,  should  it 
d^w^  tbair   gait  their  oonvenience,  on  to-morrow,  Saturday,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 

On  motion  of  Heman  Bangs,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted,  namely : 
B«Mhitloii    on       RiMohed,  That  every  brother,  on  presenting  any  petition,  or 
fik«Z!Se.^^'   memorial,  or  other  paper,  which  is  to  so  to  some  one  of  the  stand- 
^  ing  committees,  shall  designate  to  whicn  committee  he  would  have 

it  referred ;  and  if  there  be  no  oljection  made,  it  shall  be  so  re- 
ferred without  any  vote  being  taken  thereon. 

Bar  of  OooAr-      The  space  in  this  hall  within  the  front  pillars  was  des- 
ignated as  the  bar  of  the  Conference. 

BriUflh  Dele-  The  Bishops  having  received  information  of  the  arrival  in 
d^  to  the  the  dty  of  the  Bev.  Dr.  Hannah,  representative  of  the 
British  Wesleyan  Conference,  and  also  of  the  Rev.  Frederic 
James  Jobson,  his  companion  and  assistant,  Bishops  Baker 
and  Ames  waited  upon  them,  and  accompanied  them  to  the 
conference  room ;  whereupon  Bishop  Waugh  took  the  chur, 
and  in  a  lurief  address,  introduced  them  to  the  Conference. 

^^J  coSK       ^^  address  from  the  British  Wesleyan  Conference  was 
eooe  preeent-  presented  and  read ;  after  which  Dr.  Hannah  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Jobson  addressed  the  Conference.    [For  the  addresSi 
see  Appendix  B.] 

John  A.  Collins  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted,  namely : 

Oordlal  greet-  Resolved,  by  the  General  Confisrenoe  of  the  Methodist  Episoopel 
{OS*  «ictoDded  Church,  in  Conference  assembled.  That  we  hereby  extend  to  the 
Mttt^TeT^  distinguished  representative  of  the  British  Wesleyan  Conference, 
the  BritlBh  the  Rer.  Dr.  Hannah,  and  to  his  companion  and  assistant,  the 
Wejrt^Mi  Bev.  Frederic  James  Jobson,  our  cordial  and  fraternal  greetings ; 

^^^'°*"'*'*^  that  we  respond  to  the  kind  and  affectionate  expressions  they 
convey  to  us  from  the  venerable  body  they  represent ;  and  that  we 
unite  with  them  in  their  prayer  that  the  union  between  the  Wee- 
leyan  connection  in  Great  BritiUn  and  the  Methodist  Episcopsl 
Church  in  the  United  States  of  America,  may  conUnue  unbroken, 
and  that  peace  may  remain  undisturbed  perpetually  between  the 
two  great  countries ;  and  in  further  token  of  our  regard  and  con- 
fidence, we  inrite  them  to  take  seats  upon  the  platform,  and  ex- 
press their  opinions  and  counsel  on  any  question  which  may  be 
under  discussion  in  this  body,  at  their  discretion. 

A    eommitiee       On  motion  of  James  Porter,  Conference  ordered  that  the 

to  leply  to  the.,  ,••  «««       •«n>    . 

•ddiwe  of  the  address  presented  by  the  representative  of  the  Wesleyan 
teenee^        *  Connection,  be  referred  to  a  conmiittee  of  five,  to  prepare  an 
address  in  reply  iheMo. 
-stwdtng  eom-       Bishop  Janes  resumed  the  chair,  and  the  following  staiid- 
nonaoed.      '  ing  committees  were  announced,  to  wit : 
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ON  BFIB(?QPAOT. 


M*7«,UML 


Richard  S.  Rust, 
Phineas  Rice, 
Barnes  M.  Hall, 
John  Kennaday, 
Samuel  D.  Simonds, 
Daniel  B.  Randall, 
AmasH  G.  Buttx>n, 
Gardner  Baker, 
William  Cox, 
George  Peck, 
Calvin  Kingsley, 
Gideon  Martin, 
Elias  Bowen, 
Jonas  Dodge, 
James  L.  Thompson, 
William  Roberts, 
Isniel  Chamberlayne, 
Elijah  H.  Pitcher, 
Jacob  Young, 


Henry  8.  Talbot, 
Samuel  C.  Cooper, 
Isaac  M.  Leihy, 
John  Dempster, 
John  H.  Power, 
James  B.  Finley, 
Joseph  Brooks, 
Calvin  W.  Rater, 
James  B.  Corrmgton, 
Peter  Cartwright, 
Stephen  F.  Conrey, 
Joseph  H.  Hopkins, 
Anthony  Bewley, 
Alfred  Griffith, 
niomaa  J.  Thompson, 
Daniel  E.  Bannister, 
William  Livesey, 
George  F.  Brown, 
Caleb  B.  PBlsbury. 


ON  mNB&ANCT. 


James  Thurston, 
Davis  W.  Clark, 
Zebulon  Phillips, 
James  Floy, 
John  D.  Blain, 
Daniel  B.  RandaU^ 
William  J.  Kidder, 
James  Erwin, 
Gordon  Battelle, 
Luther  P.  F^encb, 
James  Hendenon^ 
Horatio  R.  Clark, 
William  F.  Wilson^ 
William  Reddy, 
Freeborn  G.  Hibbiid» 
Thomas  H.  Peane^ 
Jaeob  M.  Stallavd» 
Isaac  C  Kingsk^i 
John  E.  Gilleti 


Zecbariah  ConneU, 
William  C.  Smitb» 
George  W.  Bowers, 
Elmore  Yocum, 
John  Luocock, 
Adam  Poe, 
George  W.  WaOcsr, 
Jaeob  G.  Dimmitti 
John  A.  Bronse^ 
Norman  Allyn, 
Hiram  Buck, 
Ajax  H.  Triplett, 
John  M.  Chivington, 
Mark  Robinson^ 
Norval  Wilson, 
Fteacis  HodgsoDi 
Thomas  Marcy» 
Geoige  M.  Carpenter, 
William  A.  Wflmer. 
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OommlttM    on 
Bouodirtei. 


ON  BOUNDABIES. 


Sbtreiy. 


Wanen  F.  Eyans, 
Benjamin  Grifien, 
David  P.  Hulbuid, 
Samuel  D.  Simoncb, 
Aaron  Sandenon, 
Joseph  £.  King, 
Seman  Bangs, 
Freeman  H.  Stanton, 
James  Drummond, 
George  Pratt, 
John  Mi^att, 
William  H.  Peame, 
Hiram  Einalejr, 
Charles  Starr; 
Calvin  S.  Coats, 
William  Roberts, 
George  M.  Boyd, 
Thomas  Carlton, 
David  Bums, 

~  George 


Uriah  Heath, 
James  Hill, 
Orange  Y.  Lemon, 
Chauncey  Hobart, 
Bichard  Hanej, 
Henry  £.  Pildier, 
Gyros  Brooks, 
David  Worthington, 
Fernando  C.  Holliday, 
John  Van  Cleve^ 
Peter  Cartwright, 
Stephen  F.  Conrey, 
Joseph  H.  Hopkins, 
Mark  Robertson, 
N.  J.  B.  Moigan, 
William  M'Combs, 
Lonmus  Crowell, 
Pardon  T.  Einney, 
John  L.  Lenhart, 
L.  Hnlfinger. 


ON  SLA7EBT. 


Wanen  F.  Evans, 
Morris  D'C.  Crawfotd, 
Andrew  Witheispoon, 
Edwin  E.  Griswold, 
John  D.  Blain« 
William  F.  Farrington, 
Alonzo  Webster, 
Isaac  S.  Bingham, 
James  Drummond, 
Loren  L.  E[nox, 
Robert  Boyd, 
Horatio  R.  Clark, 
Calvin  Eingsley, 
Ellas  Boweo, 
William  Hoemer, 
Thomas  H.  Peame^ 
Geoige  M  Boyd, 
Isaac  C.  IQngsley, 
Resin  Sapp, 


Zechariah  Connell, 
Heniy  S.  Talbot, 
Horatio  N.  Barnes, 
Philo  S.  Bennett, 
Luke  Hitchcock, 
William  B.  Disbio^ 
Asbuiy  Lowry, 
Benry  W.  Reed, 
John  Ejsling, 
John  Van  Cleve, 
Peter  Cartwright, 
Ajaz  H.  Triplett, 
Joseph  H.  Hopldna, 
Mark  Robertson, 
John  A.  Collins, 
John  P.  Durbin, 
Minor  Raymond, 
Daniel  Wise, 
Jefferson  Lewis, 
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ON  THB  BOOK  GONCEBK. 


Maj%UM. 


James  Thunton, 
Abisthar  M.  OBbon, 
Stephen  D.  Browny 
James  H.  Peny, 
Samuel  D.  SimondBi 
Stephen  Allen, 
Amaaa  G.  Button, 
Aiza  J.  Phelpe, 
James  Dnimmond, 
Caleb  D.  PiUsbory, 
Isaac  N.  Baird, 
George  Peck, 
Gajlord  B.  Hawldns, 
Daniel  W.  Bristol, 
John  Dennis, 
Thomas  H.  Peame, 
William  Graham, 
Bichard  L.  Waite, 
James  Y.  Watson, 

TTilliam 


William  Young, 
James  M.  Trimble, 
Benjamin  F.  Crary, 
George  W,  Bowen, 
Edward  Cook, 
Hooper  Crews, 
Leonard  B.  Gurlej, 
Laden  W.  Berry, 
Fernando  C.  HoUiday, 
Norman  Allyn, 
William  D.  R  Trotter. 
Ajaz  H.  Triplett, 
John  M.  Chivington, 
Anthony  Bewley, 
Heniy  Slioer, 
Pennell  Coombe, 
James  Porter, 
Daniel  Wise, 
John  S.  Porter, 
Nast 


Book       Oon- 


On  motion,  the  session  was  prolonged  to  complete  the 
annonncement  of  the  laige  committees. 


ON  HI8SI0N& 


Charles  N.  Smith, 
Jarvis  Z.  Nichols, 
William  Griffin, 
William  C.  Hoyt, 
John  D.  Blain, 
Daniel  B.  Randall, 
William  J.  Kidder, 
Freeman  H.  Stanton, 
Gideon  Martin, 
George  Pratt, 
WUliam  F.  Lanck, 
William  H.  Peame, 
Jodah  Flower, 
Asa  J.  Dana, 
Jonathan  Watte, 


Thomas  H.  Peame, 
William  Graham, 
Charles  D.  Bnrling^iam, 
William  H.  Brockway, 
Solomon  Howard, 
William  C.  Smith, 
Orange  Y.  Lemon, 
Isaac  M.  Leihy, 
Henry  Summers, 
James  Wheeler, 
T^lliamNast, 
Henry  W.  R€«d, 
Enoch  G.  Wood, 
James  B.  Corrington, 
Hiram  Back, 


Jmimal  of  the  General  Cm^htnee^  1860. 


'AMtOMIfa 


Stephen  F.  Conrey, 
Joseph  H.  Hopkins, 
Anthony  Bewley, 
William  HamiitOD, 


John  P.  Durbiiiy 
Lorenzo  R.  Thayer, 
Samuel  W.  CoggeihaD, 
J<^n  S.  Swaim, 


Philip  EuU. 


ON  EDUCATI0K. 


Richard  S.  Rust, 
D.  W.  Clark, 
William  Griffin, 
John  B.  Merwin, 
Samuel  D.  Slmondsi 
Stephen  Allen, 
Joseph  E.  King, 
BSram  Mattison, 
GK)rdon  Battelle, 
Loren  L.  Knox, 
John  Barker, 
Horatio  R.  Clark, 
Moses  Hill, 
Charles  Blakeslee, 
Daniel  D.  Buck, 
William  Roberta, 
€l«orge  M.  Boyd, 
Richard  L.  Waite, 
David  Bums, 


Solomon  Howard, 
Benjamin  F.  Craiy, 
Horatio  N.  Barnes, 
Edward  Cook, 
John  Dempster, 
Edward  Thomson, 
Asbury  Lowry, 
liUcien  W.  Beny, 
Calvin  W.  Ruter, 
John  Van  Cleve, 
William  D.  R.  Trottar, 
Ajax  H.  Triplett, 
John  M.  Chivington, 
Anthony  Bewley, 
Thomas  B.  Sargent, 
George  R.  Crooks, 
WilKam  Rice, 
William  Livesey, 
John  M'ClintocL 


ON  THB  TRACT  GAUBK 


Charles  N.  Sraiih, 
John  B.  Beach, 
Henry  L.  Stark% 
James  Floy, 
John  D.  Blain, 
William  F.  Fanington, 
Alonzo  Webster, 
Araa  J.  Phelps, 
Gordon  Battelle, 
George  PratA, 
Isaac  N.  Baird, 
William  H.  Peame, 
Moses  Hill, 
Daniel  W.  Bristcrf, 


Jonas  Dodge, 
Thomas  H.  Pesme^ 
James  L.  Thompson, 
Charles  D.  Barlingliani, 
William  H.  Broekwayt 
Unah  Heath, 
James  Hill, 
George  W.  Bowoii 
Chaunoey  Hobar(| 
Henry  Summers, 
J<^n  H.  Power, 
John  W.  Fowble, 
Joseph  Brooks, 
John  A.  Bronse^ 
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Norman  Allyn, 

Samuel  V.  Blake,                W%um. 

Philip  Euhl 

James  Cunningham, 

Ajax  A.  Triplett, 

Minor  Raymond, 

Joseph  H.  Hc^kiiis, 

Elisha  B.  Bradford, 

Mark  Robertson, 

Isaac  N.Felch. 

ON  SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 

Newell  Culver, 

Joseph  M.  Trimble,            %^^^   *" 

Seymour  Van  Deusen, 

William  C.  Smith,              sSoX 

Stephen  Parks, 

Orange  V.  Lemon, 

John  M.  Reid, 

Elmore  Yocum, 

Samuel  D.  Simonds, 

Luke  Hitchcock, 

Aaron  Sanderson, 

James  Wheeler, 

William  J.  Kidder, 

Arza  Brown, 

James  Erwin, 

David  Worthington, 

Gideon  Martin, 

John  Kisling, 

Luther  P.  French,      ^ 

Norman  Allyn, 

William  Cox, 

Hardin  Wallace, 

George  Peck, 

Stephen  F.  Conrey, 

Samuel  Gregg, 

John  M.  Chivington, 

Charles  Blakeslee, 

Anthony  Bewley, 

Jonathan  Watts, 

William  Hirst, 

William  Roberts, 

William  Cooper, 

William  Graham, 

William  Rice, 

Thomas  Carlton, 

Pardon  S.  Kenney, 

John  K  Gillet, 

Samuel  T.  Munroe. 

ONHEVISAI& 

Newell  Culver, 

Freeborn  G.  Hibbard,       ^^gg2|!»  « 

Lucius  H.  King, 

William  Roberts, 

Sandford  Washburn, 

Jacob  M.  Stallard, 

Heman  Bangs, 

Israel  Chamberlayne, 

John  D.  Blam, 

Wellington  H.  Collins, 

Aaron  Sanderson, 

James  M.  Jamison, 

Amasa  G.  Button, 

Benjamin  F,  Crary, 

Hiram  Mattison, 

Horatio  N.  Barnes, 

Gordon  Battelle, 

Philo  S.  Bennett, 

Caleb  D.  PiUsbury, 

John  Morey, 

Samuel  Wakefield, 

Edward  Thomson, 

William  H,  Peanie, 

Mighil  Dustin, 

BGram  Kinsley, 

Jacob  G.  Dimmitt, 

Isaac  Parks, 

Enoch  Q.  Wood, 
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lii^^  18M.  James  B.  Corriogton,  John  PoiBal, 

George  Rutledge,  Thomas  J.  Qoiglejr, 

Stephen  F.  Ooiirey,  Lorenzo  R.  Thayer, 

John  M.  Chivington,  Samuel  W.  CoggeshaU, 

Mark  Robertson,  John  M'Clintock. 

-MIowMnMt         These  committees  being  filled,  Conference  adjoumecL 
Benediction  by  Rev.  Dr.  Hannah. 

SATURDAY  MORNING,  MAT  8, 1866. 

ibQT s^iaiML         Conference  met  this  morning;  Bishop  Scott  in  the  chair. 
The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  George 
Peck,  of  the  Wyoming  Conference. 
CtOtag  or  rou       On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  dispense  with  calling  the 
wK****^         roll  for  the  reminder  of  the  session. 

Journals  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 
The  President,  in  conformity  to  th^  rule,  called  for  the  le- 
portB  of  committees,  but  none  were  presented. 
cuiibrpetitioiiB       Petitions  and  memorials  were  called  for,  and  Richard  S. 

•nil  |nZ|nn^»|»  ' 

Rust  presented  a  memorial  from  Concord  Station,  New- 

suTerr.  Hampshire  Conference,  on  Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to 

Conoofd.  the  committee  on  that  subject 

N.  YoBx  SiCT.  James  Floy  presented  two  memorials  on  the  subject  of  the 

dawh^  Presiding  Eldership ;  one  from  official  members  of  Allen- 

^^n£ty-wT-  street  Church,  and  the  other  from  official  members  of  the 


Thirty-seventh-street  Church,  New-York  East  Conference^ 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 
MoCion  to  print       A  motion  was  made  by  Norval  Wilson  to  print  the  me- 
^"^"**'*^       morial  from  Allen-street  Church  in  the  Daily  Western  ChriM- 


tian  Advocate.    Henry  Slicer  moved  to  amend  by  adding, 
**  with  the  names  of  the  signers.^    Peter  Cartwright  moved 
to  lay  the  whole  subject  of  printing  the  memorial  on  the 
table,  but  the  motion  was  lost 
^eriooBraM-       On  motion  of  James  Drummond,  the  previous  question 

was  ordered ;  125  voting  for  it  and  60  against  it 

Pr«Ttoiu  qufls-       A  point  of  Order  was  raised  by  John  A  Collins,  as  to 

•iTsaSStatfls  whether  the   previous    question    applies   to   the  original 

menti,  ?wdi  motion  as  well  as  to  the  amendment    The  chair  decided 

aai  mottooT^    that  it  applied  to  both  the  amendment  and  the  original 

motion. 
^SoB  ^&       John  P.  Durbin  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  duur. 
eiiatr.     Oiair  rjij^^  question  was  then  put,  "  Shall  the  decision  of  the  dudr 
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stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Conference  f*  and  it  was  an-    ifar^UM 
swered  affirmatively. 

The  amendment  prevailed;  and  the  motion  as  amended 
was  carried ;  113  voting  in  fiivor  of  it,  and  99  against  it 

On  motion  of  John  S.  Porter,  who  voted  in  the  affirma-  ▼<»*•  *»  print 
tive,  the  action  of  the  Conference  ordering  the  printing  of  the 
memorial  with  the  names  of  signers,  was  reconsidered,  130 
voting  in  favor  of  reconsideration. 

On  motion  of  Adam  Poe,  the  amendment  offered  by  Henry  Modon  to  print 
Sheer,  ordering  the  printing  of  names,  was  stricken  outy  and    J^p^d. 
the  original  motion  was  carried. 

Edward  Cook,  of  the  Wisconsin  Conference,  and  Anthony  sdwaM    Cook 
Bewley,  of  the  Arkansas  Conference,  presented  their  certifi-    £wi4°^e 
eates  of  election  as  delegates  to  this  body,  and  took  their    *^'  "^*^ 
seats. 

Appointments  for  preaching  on  Sabbath  were  announced 
by  B.  F.  Crary. 

The  hour  of  ten  o'clock  having  arrived,  the  Conference  pro- 
ceeded to  the  order  of  the  day,  as  indicated  by  resolution  of 
yesterday ;  and  Bishop  Janes  read  the  Quadrennial  Address  of  Qudienniai 
the  General  Superintendents  to  the  General  Conference  of  the    Btah^nl^^ 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  [For  Address,  see  Appendix  A.] 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  so  much  of  the  Episcopal  B«ibrred      to 
Address  as  relates  to  the  Episcopacy  was  referred  to  the  Com-    §S^^.*^ 
mittee  on  the  Episcopacy ;  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Itiner- 
ancy was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy ;  so  much  lunenncj. 
as  relates  to  our  Publications  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern ;  so  much  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  re-  b^qi^  coooeni. 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery ;  so  much  as  relates  to  siaToy. 
the  subject  of  Missions  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions ;  so  much  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Education  was  mHionfl. 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education ;  so  much  as  relates  E^nfwtifflL 
to  the  Tract  Cause  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Tract  Cause;  so  much  as  relates  to  Sunday  Schools  was  re-  iteetonMi 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools ;  so  much  as  re-  sonday  aehooli. 
lates  to  a  Court  of  Trials  and  Appeals  was  referred  to  a  select  ^jj  ^\  ^ 
committee  of  seven.  KBtoommitteo 

of  flOTon* 

A  motion  was  made  by  John  A.  Collins,  to  refer  so  BibUooi    iMti- 
mach  of  the  Episcopal  Address  as  relates  to  Biblical  In-    ^^^if^I 
stitutes,  to  the  Committee  on  Education.    Nerval  Wilson 
moved  as  a  substitute,  that  it  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  seven.    The  substitute  was  lost,  88  voting  for  it| 
and  103  against  it.    William  Cox  moved  to  amend,  so  as 
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ibf  ^UM  to  refer  the  subject  to  a  oommittee  eousistiDg  of  one  from 
each  conference,  but  the  motion  to  amend  did  not  prevai], 
after  which  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Education. 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  so  much  of  the  Episcopal 

Address  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Revisals  was  referred  to 

the  Committer  on  Revisals;  and  so  much  as  relates  to 

^S5e***  ^:  Africa  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 


Conference  agreed  to  prolong  to-daj's  session  till  ad- 
loDged.     '      joumed  on  motion. 

BtohoiM'     Ad-       ^°  motion  of  John  A.  Collhis,  the  Committee  on  Print- 

dMM^to  be  iug  ^as  instructed  to  print  one  thousand  copies  of  the 
Bishops'  Address,  in  pamphlet  form,  for  the  use  of  this 
body,  and  that  the  pamphlets,  when  printed,  shall  be  de- 
livered at  the  Secretary's  table,  and  by  him  distributed  to 
the  delegations  pro  rata.  Also,  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
Episcopal  Address  be  printed  in  the  General  Conference 
papers. 

PiAM  fx  Ckm-  On  motion  of  Freeborn  G.  Hibbard,  a  committee  of  three 
S^J^  "^  was  ordered,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  seek  a  more  con- 
venient place  for  the  Conference  to  hold  its  sessions,  and  re- 
port on  Monday  morning.  The  chair  announced  F.  G.  Hib- 
bard, J.  A.  Brouse,  and  Andrew  Witherspoon,  said  com- 
mittee. 

Leare  of   ab-       Daniel  B.  Randall  asked,  and  obtained  leave  of  abeenoe. 

MDoe    wanted     ...  ^         ,  '  ^ 

to^^D.  R  B«i.  till  next  Thursday. 

DapUoate  oop-       On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  all  parties  presenting 
iSr  pobiJSSon  papers,  which  they  desire  published  in  the  Daily  Western 
to    prepared.  Qj^yj^^jj^^  Advocate,  shall  furnish  duplicate  copies.  . 
Bon  of  mem-       On  motiou,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  prepare  rolls 
^najB)  £?"  for  taking  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  make  all  other  arrange- 
ments necessary  to  the  duties  of  his  office. 
A4)oiinuiient         Notices  were  g^ven,  and  Conference  adjourned  at  12J 
o'clock,  with  the  benediction  by  Bishop  Waugh. 

1UJM8M.  MONDAY  MOENDTG,  MAT  6ih,  1856. 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Baker  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  WiUiam 
F.  Farrington,  of  the  Maine  Conference. 

Journals  of  Saturday  morning  were  read  and  approved. 
deeUnea  aerr-      The  order  of  business  was  suspended  to  proceed  to  the 
ISSi  sec^!^^  election  ofan  Assistant  Seeretary  in  the  place  of  S.D.Simond^ 
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who  declined  servings aod  also  to  the  eleotioii  of  a  fourOi  As-     ib^^'ixm. 
aistaiit  Seoraiary. 

After  a  motbn  to  elect  by  ballot  was  laid  on  the  table,  ^ourth^AaSS 
the  CJonference  proceeded  to  elect  on  nomination.    J^enon    Sw^Jf"**'*** 
Lewis,  W.  H.  Pearne,  and  James  Hill  were  severally  nom- 
inated, and  Conference  acted  on  the  names  in  the  order  of 
nominations,  and  Jefferson  Lewis  and  James  Hill  were  elected. 

Peter  D.  Gk)rrie  presented  his  certificate  ci  election  as  a  P.   d.   Gorrto 

wKM  his  OOBt- 

delegate  from  the  Black  River  Conference,  and  took  his  seat 
On  motion  of  John  Eennaday,  the  Mowing  resolution 
was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  Her.  Dr.  Hannah  and  the  Her.  Mr.  Jobson,  the  ser.  Dr.  Han- 
representatires  in  this  hody  of  our  beloved  brethren  of  the  Wea-    nah  tad  Ber. 
leyan  Confeience  in  Great  Britain,  be  respectftilly  and  affeotion-    ^-  *Lj^^^ 
ately  requested  to  preach  before  the  Conference  at  such  periods  as    jSroMh/^^ 
they  may  respectively  designate,  on  consultation  with  the  bishops. 

The  order  of  business  was  resumed,  and  the  Committee  on 
Rules  of  Order  further  reported,  and  the  report  was  adopted 
as  follows,  namely : 

Rule  XX.    All  motions  to  postpone  or  to  lay  on  the  table  shall  Bnle  XZadopt- 
he  taken  without  debate.  ^ 

The  call  for  memorials  and  petitions  was  resumed.    James  Gaii  tot  memo- 

iloy,  of  the  New- York  East  Conference,  prteented  sundry  Nkw-Tobk 

memorials  on  the  subject  of  the  Presiding  Eldership,  as  presi^g    la- 

follows,  viz.:   one  from  Greene-street;   one  from  Second-  Qi^i^rtnet 

street;   one  from  Sullivan-street;  one  from  Ninth-street;  sSmyMSSeet 

one  from  WUlett-street,  and  one  from  the  ofiSdal  members  of  ^ui^tlj^!^^!^ 

Asbury,  New- York  city ;  one  from  Cook-street,  Brooklyn ;  ^^J^^^ 

one  from  First  Church,  in  Williamsburgh,  N.  Y. ;  and  they  p^"^"^"-- 

were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy.    Also  a  me-  Wiiuama-      ' 

morial  from  the  New- York  East  Conference,  in  relation  to  Beferred 

the  Smith  Arnold  Fund,  and  it  was  referred  to  a  select  com-  fq^ 

mittee  of  seven.    Also  a  memorial  on  the  Tract  cause,  and  Tr^'i^ABe. 

it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Tract  Cause.  Befemd. 

On  motion  of  John  M.  Reid,  so  much  of  the  Journal  of  journal  rebittng 

the  New-York  East  Conference  as  relates  to  the  extension  ui^f^^j^ 

of  the  time  of  ministerial  service  on  circuits  and  stations,  was  ^^^^ST^^ 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Bishop  Janes  presented  a  memorial,  with  accompanying  Local  Prawbenf 

documents,  from  the  Local  Preachers'  Association  of  New-  ^T^i^  ^ 

York  and  Brooklyn,  and  it  was  read  and  refened  to  the  Edw!*^ 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

YxRMOKT  CoNFKRBHOK.— A.  WcbsteT  preKooted  memori-  YnmnL 
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Pomfret 

Bt  Johnsborj. 

Korthfleld. 

Beferred. 

Black  BirxB. 
PrertdiDg     21- 
denhlp. 
Van  Bureo. 


8ynoiu& 


Adaniflb 

Befinred. 

Eztenalon  of 
time  of  mlnia- 
tertal  serTloe. 

Adamt. 

Beferred. 

Slayerj. 


Beferred. 

BAnlLora. 

Bbyery. 

Orleans. 

Dexter. 

Kllmamook. 

Goriima. 

Beferred. 


YSBSfOHT. 

Slavery. 

WaltsfteUL 

Moretown. 

Bandolph. 

Beferred. 

PiTTBBirBAEi 

Slavery. 

Sammerfleld. 

MoConiieUBTlIlA. 

McEendree. 

Sharon. 

Newport. 

Ciimberlaikd. 

Beferrad. 


aak 


BoUvar 
MaaeUIon 
to  be  set 
off  from  North 
Ohio  to  Pittl- 
Iniigh  Confer- 


Beferred. 


WTOlOHflw 

BoondarteflL 
Bloomingdalei 


als  on  Slaveiy ;  one  from  East  Corinth  Cmmit ;  one  from 
Worcester  Station;  one  from  Pomfret  and  East  Pomfrot 
Circuits ;  one  from  St  Johnsbnry  Station,  and  one  from  Nortli- 
field ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slaveiy. 

Bulok  Rivbb  Confbbxnox. — ^A.  J.  Phelps  presented 
sundry  petitions  relating  to  the  Presiding  Eldership,  as  fol- 
lows, viz. :  one  from  Van  Buren,  and  one  from  Cato  Circuity 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

J.  Erwin  presented  a  petition  from  Sjrracuse  reUting  to 
the  Presiding  Eldership,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Itinerancy. 

Isaac  S.  Bingham  presented  a  memorial  from  Adams,  in 
relation  to  the  Presiding  Eldership,  and  one  on  removing 
tiie  restrictions  on  the  appointing  power,  and  they  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy;  also  one  from 
Adams  on  Slavery,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

East  Maikb  Cok7xbxncb. — C.  D.  Pillsbury  presented 
sundry  memorials  on  Slavery,  namely :  one  from  Orleans ; 
one  from  Dexter;  one  from  Eilmamock  and  Lagrange; 
one  from  Corinth ;  one  from  Corinna ;  and  they  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Vbbmont  Confebenox. — W.  J.  Eidder  presented  memo- 
rials on  Slavoy :  one  from  Waitsfield ;  one  from  Moretown ; 
one  from  Randolph ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Slavery. 

Pittsbubgb  Contbbbncb. — ^A  memorial  on  Slaveiy  from 
the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Summerfield  Circuit,  concurred 
in  by  M'Connellsville,  M'Kendree,  Sharon,  Newport,  and 
Cumberland  Quarterly  Conferences,  and  non-concurred  in  by 
Moigan,  Salem,  and  Senecaville,  was  presented  by  James 
Henderson,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slaveiy. 

A  memorial  from  members  of  the  Church  in  Bolivar, 
Shanesville  Circuit,  North  Ohio  Conference,  and  one 
from  Massillon,  North  Ohio  Conference,  askmg  that  the 
foregoing  appointments  respectively  be  set  off  to  the  Pitta- 
buigh  Conference,  were  presented  by  William  Cox,  and  re- 
ferred to  tiie  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Wtomino  Confbbxnob. — George  Peck  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  Bloomingdale  Circuit,  Baltimore  Conference,  on 
the  subject  of  boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  C<»n- 
mittee  on  Boundaries. 

Bbib  CoNnsBBNCB. — O.  B.  Hawkins  presented  a  memo- 
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rial  from  the  Quarterly  Conferenee  of  Cuyahoga  Falla  Station,  m^  ^  i«^ 
and  Northampton  Mission,  in  relation  to  extending  the 
time  of  ministerial  service,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com-  time  of  min* 
mitfcee  on  Revisals.  Moses  Hill  presented  a  memorial  ^^^^^ 
from  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Wibnington  Circuit,  on  ^gj^^*^' 
the  Ritual  of  Baptism,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  ^^  *^  '^ 
on  Revisals.  •    SSSJS^- 

Oneida  ComnBRKuroK. — ^Isaac  Parks,  presented  a  memo-  ^^^  ^^^ 
rial  from  Utica  Welsh  Mission,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  |^^^' 
Committee  on  Missions. 

Elias  Bowen  presented  a  memorial  from  official  mem-    .du  «  tnoa- 
bers  of  Losle  Circuit,  asking  a  transfer  of  said  circuit  from    ^^^qS^ 
the  Oneida  to  the  Wyoming  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  itSSmd. 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

D.  W.  Bristol  presented  a  memorial  from  sixty-four  1*-  BUYtiy. 
dies,  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  on  Lenox  Lenox. 
Circuit,  on  Slavery,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  ^•'•"•^ 
on  Slavery ;  and  one  from  forty-three  male  members  of  the 
same  circuit,  on  the  same  subject,  which  was  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

W.  Reddy  presented  a  memorial  from  Ames  on  the  Pre-  PwddiiigEider- 
siding  Eldership,  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com-  Amea. 
mittee  on  Itinerancy. 

OREaoN  Conference. — On  motion  of  Thos.  H.  Peame,  Obbqov. 
so  much  of  the  Journal  of  Oregon  Conference  as  relates  to  •^g^S?**'^^*^ 
a  Book  and  Tract  Depository  was  referred  to  the  Commit-  SSSsti^**^ 
tee  on  the  Book  Conoerp,  and  so  much  as  refers   to   a  K«fomd. 
change  in  the  method  of  taking  our  numerical  statistics  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals, 

William  Roberts  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Publishing 
Committee  of  the  Padfic  Christian  Advocate,  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Genesee  Conference. — ^R.  L.  Waite  presented  a  memo-  Onasn- 
rial  from  Warsaw  on  Slavery,  and  I.  Chamberlayne  pre-  -^Jt^. 
sented  one  on  Slavery  from  EnowlesviUe,  and  they  were  iSSSSr"*" 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Ohio  Conference. — J.  M.  Trimble  presented  the  report  oma 
of  a  committee  made  to  the  Ohio  Conference,  on  finance,  ^^»<^ 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy ;  sdncntioii'    of 
and  one  on  the  education  of  colored  youth  was  referred  to  Betered.^^ 
a  select  committee  of  seven. 

Indiana  Conference. — ^B.  F.  Crary  piesented  a  memo-  bmiurA. 
rial  in  relation  to  Conrad  Muth,  from  Indiana  Conference,  ^^^'"^  ^^"^ 
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T^'?'3f'**'.u  which,  together  with  bo  much  of  the  Journal  of  the  South- 

Jonrnal  of Sonth  r    m.  ^     ^  i  i 

eastern    indi-  eastem  Indiana  Conference  as  relates  to  the  same  matter, 
BaiiBrred.  was   referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions.     Also,  on 

^tStSfoSSS*  ^0^0**  0^  S-  F-  ^"^Uy  ^  ni"ch  of  the  Journal  of  tlie  Indi- 
j^^g^  ana  Conference  as  relates  to  the  German  work  was  referred 

to  the  same  committee. 
''^SSdHies.'"       ^°  motion  of  W.  C.  Smith,  so  much  of  the  Journal  of 
Beferred.  ^^  Indiana  Conference  as  relates  to  boundaries  was  refer- 

red to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
^i!Suji!I!^"*       Northwestern    Indiana   Conference. — G.   M.   Boyd 
dMe-meetiiuti.    presented  a  memorial  from  the  Northwestern  Indiana  Con- 
BUvvy.  ference  on  the  subject  of  Class-meetings,  and  it  was  referred 

Beferred.  ^  ^^  Committee  on  Revisals;  also,  a  report  on  Slaveiy 

from  the  Northwestern  IndianavConference,  which  was  refer- 
^OTiiel?  Ohi-  ^^  ^  *h^  Committee  on  Slavery.  William  Graham  pre- 
^^^  sented  a  memorial  from  the  Northwestern  Indiana  Confer^ 

ence  in  relation  to  a  Publishing  House  in  Chicago,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
NomiHiHAHA       North  Indiana  Conference. — On  motion  of  O.  V. 

woonuu  on 

8ieTer7.  Lemon,  so  much  of  the  Journal  of  the  North  Indiana  Con- 

ference as  relates  to  Slavery  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Slavery. 
WBooirenf.  Wisconsin  Conference. — P.  S.  Bennett  presented  a 

OotiDcii  HUi.  memorial  on  Slavery  from  Council  Hill  Circuit,  and  it  was 
Di^^ofOon-  refen^ed  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery;  also,  a  memorial 
2^^^  presented  by  C.  Hobart  on  Division  of  Conference,  and  it 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

w!*j  fSS'oii       ^^^'^  RrvER  Conference. — A  memorial  from  W.  J. 

^£^^^*      Smith,  relating  to  loss  of  moneys  belonging  to  the  Book 

JoarDiOon        Concem,  was  presented  by  John  Morey,  and  was  referred  to 

Betered.  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concem.     On  motion  <ii  & 

Haney,  so  much  of  the  Journal  of  Rock  River  Conference  as 

relates  to  Boundaries,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Boundaries. 

NoKiH  OHxa  North  Ohio  Confbrbkoe. — On  motion  of  W.  B.  Disbio, 

Jonmel         on  1 

teondtfiefli  SO  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  Boundaries  was  refemd 
sieyery.^  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  and  so  mudh  as  relates  to 

Slavery  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

On  motion  of  John  H.  Power,  so  much  of  the  Journal  as 
refers  to  Finance  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Tempo- 
ral Economy. 
Joarnai  ^n*  tAe       CINCINNATI  CONFERENCE. — On  motion  of  William  Young, 
IJ^'Sf^^^^h^  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  increase  of  the  Salaiy 
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of  Preachers  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal  ^?I^^®** 
EooDoray,  and  so  mnch  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  referred  to  siaTery. 
the  Committee  on  Slarery.  '  Befewed. 

On  motion  of  A.  Lowrj,  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  re-  Qnarten^* 
latee  to  the  Discipline,  in  regard  to  Quarterage  Claims,  was  ^^ 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy;  also,  so  ^l^r"**^* 
much  as  relates  to  the  Sabbath-school  paper  was  referred  oJ^SS^r  Col* 
to  the  Committee  on  Sabbath  Schools;  also,  so  much  as  ^f|^^^    ' 
relates  to  a  College  for  Colored  People  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  oh  Education. 

MiOBioAN  CoNFBREMCE. — Ou  motion  of  E.  H.  Pilcher,  MtaHi»Av. 
so  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  referred  to    slavery. 
the  Committee  on  Slavery,  and  so  much  as  rektes  to  Bound-  j^„^^^ 
aries  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.  Beferrttd. 

On  motion  of  J.  M.  Trimble,  the  appeal  of  L.  D.  Harian  ^^SS^^^ 
was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Iliursday  morning  after  ^|  ^^  ^ 
the  reading  of  the  Journal.  moJJtaSf 

The  committee  appointed  to  provide  a  more  commodious  BeDcrt  of  oom- 
fiace  for  our  daily  sessions,  made  their  report,  which  was,  care  a  mora 
on  motion,  postponed  for  the  present  ^T  fw  Oon- 

On  motion,  C.  Hobart,  of  Wisconsin  Conference,  was  ez-  sioflo.^  "^ 
ensed  from  serving  as  a  delegate  for  the  remainder  of  the  n^H^JjJj  „. 
session,  and  H.  Requa  presented  his  credentials  as  a  reserve  <^""^^  ^ 
delegate,  which  were  read ;  and  he  took  his  seat,  and  was,  on  tbe  seaaiom 
motion,  appointed  to  the  several  committees  instead  of  C.  iSmitt«d  ^ 
Hobart  ^^""^ 

Iowa  Confbrbnob. — On  motion  of  Joseph  Brooks,  so  Iowa. 
much  of  the  Journals  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Boundaries   Boandazkeand 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries,  and  so  much  Befoni! 
as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Slavery  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Slavery. 

SOUTHBASTBRN    InBIANA    CoNFERBNOB. — On    motiou    of  BovmiAmnr 

C.  W.  Ruter,  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  the  sub-  Jonrnai    <m 

ject  of  Boundaries  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bound-  sivTerj. 

aries,  and  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  ^^*"^ 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

F.  C.  Holliday  presented  a  memorial  from  Lawrenceburgh  gnndaj-aohooi 

Station,   on  constituting    Sabbath-school    Superintendents  Sq£^^*^' 

members  of  quarterly  conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Bafowed. 
Committee  on  Revisals;  also,  a  memorial  from  preachers  of  ^u^^S^ 

Lawrenceburgh  District  Association,  on  the  subject  of  Minis-  ^lSS^***" 

terial  Support;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ^2^ 
Temporal  Economy. 
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My  By  186«.  SOUTHBRN   ILLINOIS  CoNFERBNOE. — J.  B.  OomngtOll  pFB- 

von.  Bented  a  memorial  from  the  Sabbath-school  Convention  of 

SmraSntoi^-     Alton  District,  on  the  subject  of  making  Sabbath-school 

Memorial  Superintendents  members  of  quarterly  meeting  conference, 

^^^t^^^^'  and  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  ou  Revisals.     Also,  a 

Sjton*Dtew<Sf  m«niorial  from  Pulaski  Mission,  on  the  subject  of  Slavery, 

Refarrod.  a^^  jj  ^gs  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery,  and  so 

PoiasS'Mifldon.  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Slavery  was 

to^.  "''^'  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

^^™^  Illinois  Conference. — On  motion  of  Peter  Cartwright, 

Journal  on  Slav-  so  much  of  the  Joumal  as  relates  to  Slaveiy  was  referred  to 

J^fored.  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

^'SS^^mJ'  ^  motion  of  Peter  Cartwright,  the  appeal  of  D.  J. 
the  order  of  the  Snow  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  mom- 
jki^Mj  mom-  ing  immediately  aft;er  the  reading  of  the  Joumal. 

On  motion  of  W.  D.  R.  Trotter,  so  much  of  the  DlinoiB 
Conference  Joumal  as  relates  to  the  Central  Christian  Advo- 
cate was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
KmBouBL  Missouri  Conference. — On  motion  of  J.  H.  Hopkins, 

Journal   on  a  80  much  of  the  Joumal  of  the  Missouri  Conference  as  re- 

I    itAqfuff       And 

KebraakaCon-  lates  to  a  Eansas  and  Nebraska  Conference,  and  to  the 
Boondarieaand  German  work,  and  to  the  Missouri  Conference  Boundary,  was 
work.  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

GoTemor  Bishop  Baker  introduced  to  the  Conference  bis  Ezoel- 

d^SS'  *"*^  ^®°^y  Joseph  A.  Wright,  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  In- 
diana. 
Baltimokb.  Baltimore  Conference. — ^On  motion  of  H.  Slicer,  so 

B^ndariML  much  of  the  Journal  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  as  relates 
''X^-  to  the  subject  of  Boundaries  was  refeited  to  the  Committee 

on  Boundaries. 
P]ni^K.FiiiA.       Philadelphia  Conference. — J.  P.  Durbin  presented  a 

Bevlaed  Conati-  * 

tatiim  of  the  revised  Constitution  of  the  Missionary  Society,  from  the 
doty.  Board  of  Managers  of  said  society,  and  it  was  referred  to 

the  Committee  on  Missions.  Also,  a  majority  and  a  mi- 
Conferenee  re-  nority  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Tract  Cause  of  the 
T^  Caaso.  Philadelphia  Conference,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Tract  Cause.  Also,  a  memorial  from  the  Phil- 
Obanffea  of  the  adclphia  Conference  on  changes  in  the  Discipline,  and  it 
^^^'  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals.  Also,  a  me- 
^i^'"*  In  morial  from  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary  So- 
-^^SJ'  ^^^'  relating  to  the  publishing  agency  in  Germany,  and  it 
Letter  ajwedit.  ^iras  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions.    Also,  a  letter 

ing  tbe  BeT.  In  ^ 

8.Jaoob7.        accrediting  Rev.  L.  S.  Jacoby  to  this  body.    Also^  apeti- 
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tion  from  the  nuBflaonariw  in  Gennany,  praying  for  the  or-  ^^^  ^^^ 

ganization  of  a  Mission  Annual  Ck>nferQnce  in  Germany,  and  conftmioe. 

tdso  for  aid  from  the  Book  Concern,  to  publish  books  in  Aid  from  the 

Germany;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mis-  j^^wi"**™* 
aions. 

Bishop  Baker  introduced  L.  8.  Jacoby,  Superintendent  ^'jJjiJiJjS; 
of  Missions  in  Germany,  to  the  Conference. 

Baltdiobb  Conpbbbncb. — ^Heniy  Slicer  presented  a  me-  Swi2^'  on 

morial  from  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  JlJ^^t^. 

East  Baltimore  Station,  in  relation  to  boundaries,  and  it  was  j^g^ 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Nbw-Englakd  Contebbkox. — ^A  memorial  on  Slayeiy  NBw-EwaLiro 

MemorlAU     cm 

from  Ipswich,  New-England  C<mference,  was  presented  by  ^^^  fi^»n 
L.  H.  Thayer ;  and  it  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Commit 
tee  on  Slavery.    Also,  a  memorial  on  the  same  subject  from 

Whittonsville  Station.    Also,  one  on  the  same  subject  frxnn  ^^JJ^ST*"** 

Weston;  and  they  were  referred   to  the  Committee  on  ^i***'"^ 
Slavery. 

Minor  Raymond  presented  a  memorial  firom  Greenfield ;  Kemoriab    on 

also,  one  from  Princeton  Station ;  also,  one  from  Townsend  Oree^«id. 

Station;  all  relating  to  Slavery,  and  they  were  referred  to  TownMnd. 

the  committee  on  that  subject     Also,  sundry  memorials  o^^ee  me- 

from  the  New-England  Conference,  askmg  various  changes  SS!^^£tib^ 

in  the  Discipline ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  iSJidtog"*"  the 

on  Revisals.      Also,  a  memorial  from  the  New-England  gtoHomrSd 

Conference,  in  relation  to  dividing  the  missionary  work,  so  ^^^^f.  ^ 

that  there  shall  be  a  Foreign  and  a  Home  Department,  and  on  siaveiy. 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions.    Also,  a  me- 
morial from  the  New-England  Conference  on  Slavery  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

James  Porter  presented  a  memorial  on   Slavery  from  ^sSJ^ftom 

Roxbury,  New-England  Conference ;  also,  one  on  the  same  ^bSSato^^ 

subject  from  Hubbardston  Station,  and  they  were  referred  »«fen«d- 
to  the  Committee  pn  Slavery. 

Providskce   Convbbbncx. — ^Daniel  Wise  presented  a  SjJ^Jf°^ 

memorial   from  Duxbury,  Providence  Conference,  on  the  ^^^g^  '^^^ 

subject  of  Slavery,  and  it  was  refeired  to  the  Committee  on  Befamd. ' 
Slavery. 

P.  T.  Kenney  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from  ^iSSSjJa**" 


,^^     on 

Mansfield  Station,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  J^^^- 
Slavery. 

On  motion  of  S.  W.  Goggeshall,  so  much  of  the  Journal  eisreiy     and 

of  the  Providence  Conference  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  re-  luSm?™^ 
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Vmj  5, 1809.  ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery ;  and  so  much  as  relates 
to  the  Tract  cause  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Tract  Cause. 
Memorials  <m  George  M.  Carpenter  presented  memoriaLs  on  the  subject 
Fiftb^dii^'^^  ^^  Slavery  from  Fisherville,  from  Pawtucket,  and  frx)m  Scit- 
sdtmSel^****^  uate,  severally,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Beferred.  Slavery. 

New-Jbm«t.         Nbw-Jersbt  Conferbnos. — John  M'CHntock  presented 

vouTD&l  on  ol-  ^ 

▼iBion  of  €k>ii-  the  actiou  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference  on  the  subject  of 

On  irresniari-  division  of  the  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
ken,  and  on  mittee  ou  Boundaries.  Also,  a  memorial  from  the  New- 
iMptiied  cSiid-  Jersey  Conference,  relating  to  certain  irregularities  existing 
^uTcfa!*    ^^  A^  Hoboken,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itin- 

^•^*'®^  erancy.    Also,  a  memorial  from  New-Jersey  Conference  on 

the  relation  of  baptized  children  to  the  Church,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

^^7^m^  On  motion  of  J.  M'Clintock,  the  appeal  of  Nehemiah 
2^y  foJ'i^iSy  Stokeley,  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference,  was  made  the  or- 
morning.  ^^f  ^f  ^^  <jay  for  Friday  morning. 

^SrrSteS'S  ^^^^  M'Clintock  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Trustees 
tan  ChiSdf  ^^    ^^  ^®  proposed  Metropolitan  Church,  and  it  was  referred  to 

Beferred.  a  spedal  committee  of  five. 

,^ftSdji**''m-       Samuel  Y.  Monroe  presented  a  memorial  fix>m  W.  R. 

Ba^ed.  Freeman,  and  eight  others,  on  the  subject  of  the  Presiding 

Eldership,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 
New-Hampshibb  Confbrencb. — ^Newel  Culver  presented 

^Sot^  fhm  *  niemorial  from  Claremont  District  Preachers'  Association ; 
gjj»°jj]j*^,  also  one  from  Keene  Station ;  also  one  from  North  Charlestown 
^*^^^^^Z^^^  Station ;  and  one  from  Lebanon  Station,  all  on  the  subject  of 

Keene,    North    „,  '        _    _  ^        ,        ,     71  .  «, 

Obarketown,     Slavery ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slaveiy. 


Nkw-Haxp- 


Beftrrod.  Newel  Culver  also  presented  a  memorial  from  Claremont 

th?  Presiding  District  Preachers'  Association,  and  one  from  Winchester, 

i^n''^*%iflra-  both  on  the  subject  of  the  Presiding  Eldership ;  and  they 

SSSdi^^^  vero  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy. 

WtoSerter."**  Nbw-York  Confbbbmcb. — Ou  motiou  of  Phiueas  Bice, 

S^^KK.  ^  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  the  Smith  Arnold  Fund 

'to^be'sSS  ^^  wfeired  to  a  special  committee  of  seven;  also  so  much 

^2;9idFund.  of  the  Joumal  as  relates  to  the  extension  of  the  time  of 

.'Journal  reiattng  ministerial  service  on  Circuits  and  Stations,  was  referred  to 

to  the  ezten- 

sion  of  time  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy ;  also  a  memorial  from  Brooklyn, 

^        "^  Long  Island,  from  J.  T.  Hildreth,  on  the  use  of  tobacco, 

^Memori^onthe  which  was,  at  the  instance  of  P.  Bice,  referred  to  the  Com- 

jieeortobMoo.  mittee  on  Slaveiy. 
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On  motion  of  Phineaa  Rice,  the  appeal  of  EU  Denniston,  ^  *•  ^^w. 

of  the  New-Tork  Conference,  was  made  the  order  of  the  mnxOBton 

day  for  to-morrow  morning,  after  the  reading  of  the  Journal,  of  the  dax  for 

Troy  Confkrbnob. — On  motion  of  Andrew  Witherspoon,  SonSSJ^ 

po  much  of  the  Journal  of  the  Troy  Conference  as  relates  to  t*ot. 

Slavery  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery;  so  yery. 
much  as  relates  to  changes  in  the  Discipline,  to  the  Committee    BiiSpLie  and 

on  Revisals,  and  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  ^S^S^ 
boundaries  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Barnes  M.  Hall  presented  a  memorial  from  East  Chatliam,  ^^J'JSieT^ 

on  Boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  frcmciwaiiin. 
Boundaries. 

D.  P.  Hulburd  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from  MemorW     <m 

Monkton,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  Monkton. 

Michigan  Conferenob. — William  H.  Brockway  pre-  Mxcmeijr. 

sented  a  memorial  from  members  of  the  Church  in  the  Memorials    <m 

SwTeiy    trom 

counties  of  Jackson  and  Eaton  Rapids,  one  from  Parma  ^skaom  Eaton 

Circuit,  and  one  from  Tompkins  and  Spring  Port,  all  on  the  Una,        and 

subject  of  Slaveiy ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  committee  sJite%. 
on  that  subject 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  hold  an  afternoon  session,  Afternoon  aea- 
commencing  at  3  o'clodc. 

J.  M.  Jamison,  of  the   Ohio   Conference,  asked   and  J.  m.  Jamiaon 

obtained  leave  of  absence  till  Thursday  morning,  on  account  abaenoe^*  tui 

of  sickness  in  his  family.  momingr 

The  Book  Agents  at  New- York  presented  their  quadren-  Beport  of  the 

nial  report,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  Now-ySSt 

on  the  Book  Concern.     [For  Report,  see  Appendix  L.]  forred.*^  **" 

At  five  minutes  before  12  A.  M.,  it  was  agreed  that  the  Seaaion      ptt>- 

present  session  be  prolonged  till  adjourned  on  motion.  longed. 

On  motion  of  S.  D.  Simonds,  the  original  documents  Doenmenta  n- 

referred  to  in  the  Report  of  the  New- York  Book  Agents,  CaUiSmia 

relating  to  the  California  Advocate,  were  referred  to  the  ^S!^^^  ^^ 

Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.  luferwd. 

The  Chairmen  and  Secretaries  of  the  Standinir  Commit-  OhainiMn   and 

tees  were  announced  as  follows,  namely :  the    Btaadiiig 

On  Epi9copaey. 

John  EIbnnadat,  N.  Y.  East  Conference,  Chairman. 

Elijah  H.  Pilohbb,  Michigan  Conference,  Secretary. 
On  Itinerancy, 

NoRVAL  WiiaoK,  Baltimore  Conference,  Chairman. 

WiuxAii  F.  Wilson,  Erie  Conference,  Secretaiy. 
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On  Boundaries. 

Thomas  Carltok,  GenoBee  Conferenoe,  Chainnfln. 

William  H.  Peabkb,  Wjoming  CSonferenoey  Secretaiy. 
On  Slavery. 

Minor  Raymond,  New-England  Conference,  Ghahnum. 

Daniel  Wibb,  Providence  Conference,  Secretary. 
On  the  Book  Concern. 

GsoBGE  Peok,  Wyoming  Conference,  Chairman. 

Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Ohio  Conference,  Secretary. 
On  MUeiont. 

William  Hamilton,  Baltimore  Conference,  Chairman. 

WiujAM  C.  HoTT,  N.  Y.  East  Conference,  Secretary. 
On  Education. 

Edward  Thomson,  North  Ohio  Conference,  Chairman. 

Joseph  K  King,  Vermont  Conference,  Secretary. 
On  the  Tract  Cause. 

James  Plot,  New-Tork  East  Conference,  Chairman. 

Charles  N.  Smith,  New-Hampshire  Conl,  Seoretaiy. 
On  Sunday  Schools. 

Setmour  Van  Dusen,  New-Tork  Conference,  Chairman. 

John  M.  Reid,  New- York  East  Conference,  Secretary, 
On  Bevisals  and  Unfinished  Business. 

John  MoCuntook,  New-Jeraey  Conference,  Chairman. 

Wellington  H.  Collins,  Michigan  Conf.,  Secretary. 
On  motion,  Conference  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  past 
12  o^clock. 
Benediction  by  Bishop  Baker. 

MoNDAT  Afternoon. 
Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  Bishop  Ames 
in  the  dhair.    The  usual  religious  exercises  were  conducted 
by  Heniy  W.  Reed,  of  the  Iowa  Conference. 

On  motion,  (he  reading  of  the  Journal  of  the  forenoon  was 
postponed  till  to-morrow  morning. 
W.  D.  R.  Trotter  asked  permission  to  refer  an  unfinished 
OoimnittM  of  memorial  of  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Central  C^ris- 
OhriBtiu*\d-  tiou  Advocatc  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  when 


wtttdntbelMr. 


AiymnanmL 


MemoiW 


Beterad.  finished,  and  on  motion,  permission  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Davis  W.  Clark,  the  following  resolutiiA  was 
adopted,  namely : 

BookAmliitd.  Re$oli9td,  That  snoh  of  the  Book  Agents,  editors  of  General 
itm  ani,  in-  Omferenoe  papers,  and  repreeeutatiTeB  of  the  American  Bible  8o- 
liuMn  tii/C?  ciety,  as  are  not  delegates,  beinTited  to  take  seats  within  the  bar 
of  the  Conference. 
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The  Report  of  the  A|;enit8  of  the  Western  Book  Conoern,  J^^'^^ 
with  an  aocompanying  exhibit|  was  read,  and  refened  to  the    ^nts  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.    [For  Report^and  Exhibit,    oo?o«rn. 

The  Report  of  the  Book  Committee  at  Cincinnati  was  read,  ^ff^J^ 
and  referrod  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.  [For    teeortiMWcst- 

flm  Book  Cob- 

Report,  see  ^p/>«iiM?  N.]  ^«dwfcr. 

John  H.  Power,  as  a  member  of  the  Book  Committee  of    nd. 
the  Western  Book  Concern,  presented  a  minority  report,  ^^^*^ 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book    Sj^ijfJrtem 
Concern.    [For  Report,  see  Appendix  O.]  ^^  ^""St 

Bishop  Ames  introduced  to  the  Conference  Squire  Grey    Cwred. 
Eyes,  who  was  among  the  first  fruits  of  the  Wyandot  Mis-  ^j^     lab? 
Hon. 

The  Report  of  the  Book  Committee  at  New-York  was  ^^^^J^ 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern ;    ^e^at  New- 
except  so  much  as  refers  to  the  Tract  cause,  which,  together  BMd  and  nte* 
with  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  Western  Book  Concern 
as  relates  to  the  same  subject,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Tract  Cau6e.     [For  Report,  see  Appendix  P.] 

Nsw-ToBK  East  Cokfsbbncb. — A  memorial  from  the  N.  Yobx  Ei^m. 
First  Church,  New-Haven,  New-York  East  Conference,  on  Manorial  thm 
extending  the  time  of  ministerial  service,  was  presented  by  ^JJhf  New- 
John  Eennaday,  with  a  request  that  it  be  read ;  and  a  motion  ^^  ^  tbe 
was  made  that  it  be  not  read,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail,  ^i^Mnill^ 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Conmiittee  B«ft>n^ 
on  Itinerancy. 

California  Confkrbnor. — ^A  memorial  from  the  Pub-  OAuroBim. 


lishing  Committee  of  the  California  Christian  Advocate^  ^^vx&iiSSSi 
with  aocompanymg  documents,  was  presented  by  J.  D.    SS^'oSiSii^ 


Blain,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Con-    5S2S"  ^*" 


Satend. 


oem. 

On  motion  of  J.  D.  Blain,  so  much  of  the  Journal  of  the  ^S'^'o^^, 
CaHfomia  Conference  as  relates  to  the  Califomia  Christian  Obriatun  a4- 
Advocate  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Con-    Hiay< 


HIayerT. 
BoAmS. 

a  memorial  m 


oem ;  and  so  much  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Slaveiy. 

Maine  Confxbbncb. — ^A  memorial  on  the  Presiding  Elder-  SSei^totaS 
ship,  from  Augusta,  was  presented  by  Stephen  Allen,  and  j^JISSl* 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy ;  also  by  the  same.  Memorial  on 
a  memorial  from  Buxton,  and  one  from  Augusta,  and  one  BnztoB,  aS^ 
from  Bridgeton  and  Naples  Circuit,  on  Slavery,  and  they  S!f*'and& 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sh&very.  J^tSinA. 
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Ha7^186<L  Vbrmont  CONFERENCE. — W,  J.  Kidder  presented  a  me- 
u^^  from  morial  on  Slavery  from  Middlesex  Stetion,  and  it  was  referred 
^tel?!"  *°  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Referred.  Black  River  CONFERENCE. — A.  J.  Phelps  presented  a  pe- 

MemoridM^  tition  relating  to  tbe  Presiding  Eldership  from  Weedsport,  and 
SrPMUUng  ^*  ^**  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy.     On  motion 
EMer^ip.        of  A.  J.  Pbelps,  SO  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  Slavery 
jooriuionBiaY-  ^as  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 
Beferred.  f,  H.  Stanton  presented  a  memorial  horn  the  Quarterly 

Watertown  re-  Conference  of  the  Arsenal-street  Church,  Watertown,  relating 
•ids^  and  to  to  Stewards,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Be- 
Mmi.  visals.     From  the  same  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference,  a  me- 

morial on  Slavery,  and  one  also  from  the  lay  members  of 
Watertown  on  Slavery,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  that  subject. 
East  Uaikx.         East  Maine  CONFERENCE. — On  motiou  of  L.  L.  Knox,  so 
^^oaioiiB]^^'  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  referred  to  the 
^'"^^  Committee  on  Slavery. 

PiTTBBimaB.  Pittsburgh  Conference. — On  motion  of  L  N.  Baird,  so 

Joamei  reiettng  much  of  the  Joumal  as  relates  to  the  division  of  the  Confer- 

oonfereneo,  to  enco  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries ;  so  much 

•ioii^'^dultrict,  as  relates  to  a  German  mission  district  was  referred  to  the 

to  iJviedJ^^*  Committee  on  Boundaries ;  and  so  much  as  relates  to  the 

subject   of  Slaveiy   was    referred    to  the  Committee  on 

Slaveiy. 

lUniOTba  from      Samuel  Wakefield  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Pitti- 

Oonferenoe  on  burffh  Conference,  relatinir  to  a  division  of  the  Conference. 

Beferred.  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundanes. 

Wtomiko.  Wyobong  Conference. — On   motion   of  William  H. 

^toSSv'*^*'*"'  Peame,  so  much  of  the  Joumal  as  relates  to  Slaveiy  was 

Bctered.  *       referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Xbb.  Erie  Conference. — On  motion  of  Hiram  Kinsley,  so 

jroarnai  rejettng  much  of  the  Joumal  as  relates  to  Boundaries  was  referred  to 

to  isoimcuuies 

^ndBiivvery.      the  Committee  on  Boundaries ;  and  so  much  as  relates  to 
the  subject  of  Slaveiy  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 
%!^  dC      ^*  ^*  ^^loi^  presented  a  memorial  from  Havenna  Dia- 

rion  of  oo^  ^^  ^^  *  division  of  the  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to 

WM"  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

OniDA.  Oneida  Conference. — On  motion  of  Isaac  Parks,  so 

to  siarerj.        much  of  the  Joumal  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  referred  to  the 
Memorial  from  Committee  on  Slavery. 

ootan^na   on      Qharles  Starr  presented  a  memorial  fix>m  Columbus  oa 
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Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  sub-     ^3^^  ^^^ 
jeot  ^""^ 

East    Gshxsbb    Confbbbncx. — On   motion   of  Jonas  ^^^  Onmn. 
Dodge,  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  the  subject  of    to  siaveiy. 
Slavery  was  referred  to  the  conunittee  on  that  subject 

Calvin  S.  Coats  presented  a  memorial  from  Troy  District  ^§5^^  disw™ 
on  Boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ^^^dui«8. 
Boundaries. 

A  memorial  on  Lay  Representation  was  presented  by  F.  G.  ^  bJJ,^^ 
Hibbard,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals.      -^^^ 

Orxoom  Confxbbkob. — On  motion  of  William  Roberts,  Obmon. 

-.-r  1  «  1  11.  1.  *T»       Journal  on  pnb- 

80  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  the  publishmg  of  a  Fa-    ibhingaPaper, 
pw  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern ;  SsmA.  ^^' 
and  so  much  as  rektes  to  Slavery,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Slavery. 
Ohio  Conferbnox. — On  motion  of  J.  M.  Trimble,  the  9"*^'  , 

Journal  on 

resolutions  of  the  Ohio  Conference  on  Slavery  were  referred    SJj^^JLiJ?* 
to  the  Committee  on  Slavery,  and  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  Beferrod. 
relates  to  boundaries  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 
Indiana  Confbrbnob. — On  motion  of  H.  S.  Talbot,  so  ^«^^ 

Joamal  relatiiuc 

much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  the  office  of  Presiding  Eld-  to  tb«  PreS 

er,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  and  so  an?  to  coaaK 

much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  Class-meetings  was  refer-  ^m£i^ 

red  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals ;  and,  on  motion  of  W.  ^^s^Snff  aSdJDflt 

C.  Smith,  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  remonstrates  against  tornT^^in^ 

extending  the  term  of  ministerial  service  on  circuits  and  i^^^^^^^ 
stations,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

WisooNsiK  Confbrbnob. — On  motion  of  I.  M.  Leihy,  so  jJS^^relatii* 

much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  referred  to  the  ■^^^^' 
Committee  on  Slavery. 

The  appeal  ofJonathanM.Snowwas  made  the  order  of  the  '^^i^'^ 

day  for  next  Wednesday  week,  in  the  morning.  S? niwrt^w^ 

Rock  Rfvbr  Confbrbnob. — On  motion  of  L.  Hitchcock,  J"»d«y^«ek. 

80  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  referred  to  Journal  relating 

the  Committee  on  Slavery.  -sSi^S^' 

North  Omo  Confbrbnob. — On  motion  of  W.  B.  Disbro,  Noktb  Omo. 

Bo  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  an  awnual  election  of  *to^'MniuS 

Stewards  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals.  tt^^w^^ 

James  Wheeler  presented  a  memorial  from  J.  S.  Kalb  SSSoSioiitii* 

and  others  on  the  subject  of  Baptism;  and  it  was  referred  BQ^ofbap- 

to  the  Committee  on  Revisals.  Referred. 

Heniy  £.  Filcher  presented  remonstrances  from  the  Quar- 
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May  M8IM.     ^eriy  OonferenceB  of  Delaware  Station,  and  South  DelawaM 

of  B<mi!£urieB,  Oiicuits,  against  any  change  of  conference  lines,  by  which 

aodSoath dS?  those  two  chaiges  shall  be  thrown  into  different  oonlaren- 
Befened.  <^i  <^<1  ^hoy  were  referred  to  the  Ocmimittee  on  Bounda- 

ries. 
S^Srid^from      CiNoiNNATi  CoNFXRBNOB. — Georgo  W.  Walker  presented 

^Bound^M^  ^P^^^^'^  ^™  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
Beflnrwi.  of  West  Liberty,  North  Ohio  Conference,  on  Boundariee ;  and 

it  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject 
J^2'o?L  N.       PrarsBUROH  CoK^BRBNOB. — On  motion  of  L  N.  Baird, 

toetrfiStha  *^®  appeal  of  I.  N.  McAbee,  was  made  the  order  of  the  day 

TSeadT'  o£  ^^  '^^^  Tuesday  week,  in  the  morning. 
CiHGDnrAn.  CiNoiKKATi  CoNFBBBNOB. — On  moUou  of  William  Young, 

'toJiSln'S^  SO  much  of  the  Journal  of  the  Cmcinnati  Conference  as  re- 

'^^^^"'^^         lates  to  finance  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal 

Economy. 
M^mi?\oin      Baltimorb  Confbbbnob. — Johu  A.  Collius  presented  a 

colored  mem-  memorial  from  the  colored  members  of  Sharp-street  and 

Den  of  Sharp-  ^ 

gtoeet  and  Aa-  Asbury  Stations,  Baltimore,  asking  to  be  permitted  to  form 
i^ned.  ^*°^  a  Confereuce  among  themftelTes ;  and  it  was  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  the  Colored  Membership  of  our  Church, 
iiembera  mor-       On  motion,  it  was  made  the  duty  of  a  member  movinir 
€i  aa^  part  of  the  reference  of  any  item  of  the  Journal  of  his  Conference  to 
ao  anniiai  eon-  a  committee,  to  fumish  a  copy  of  the  item  to  the  chair- 
SaSrreopjto  man  of  the  said  committee. 

tfae  oommlttae.  PhjlaDBLPHIA    CoNFBBBHCB.— William    McCombs    pro- 
Memorial  of  Jo-  sented  a  communication  irom  Joseph  Castle,  {xesiding  elder 
Boanderieai  ^  of  the  North  Philadelphia  District,  Philadelphia  Conference^ 
^"^^^  on  Boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 
Hsw-stolato.  Nbw-Enoland  CoiTFBBXNOB. — ^T.  Marcv  presented  me- 
laeaeYflna  morials  on  Slavery  from  the  several  charges  on  Springfield 


Mngfleid  District,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slaveiy. 

SSJ^  The  following  special  committees  were  announced  by  the 

Oonwitfeae    to  Committee  to  respond  to  the  Address  of  the  British  Con- 

£S£!^^^  ferenoe:  John  P.  Durbm,  J.  M.  Trimble,  F.  G.  Hibbard, 

MttahCeate.  Stephen  Allen,  Thomas  B.  Saigent 


Committee  on  Trials  and  Appeals:  James  Porter,  T.  J. 
T^aadAp.  rj^^^p^^^  William  Beddy,  J.  M.  Jamison,  H.  W.  Reed, 

S.  D.  BrowTL 
%!teSr  S-      Committee  on  Pastoral  Address :  Alfired  OtiiBth,  K  a 
*^  Wood,  L.  W.  Berry,  R  S.  Bust,  L  N.  Baird 
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Committee  on  Ezpenaes  of  Delegates:  John  S-  Porter,  ^l^^^^ 

William  Cox,  and  I.  M.  Leihy.  dSKSKL    ^ 

Committee  on  Temperance:  Henry  Slioer,  A.  A.  Reese,  committee   on 

L.  Hitchcock,  J.  B.  Merwin,  William  Rice,  WUliam  Young,  'r*°»P«»"^ 
Thomas  H.  Pearne. 

Committee  on  Temporal  Economy :  Heman  Bangs,  Elmore  ^"^^^  ^ 

Tocum,  T.  Carlton,  A.  Poe,  J.  Van  Cleve,  P.  T.  Kenney,  Boonomy. 
C.  D.  Pilbbury. 

Committee  on  the  Bible  Canee:  Elias  Bowen,  Welling-  ^^^%ft*£ 

ton  H.  Collins,  Alonso  Webster,  Lorenzo  R.  Thayer,  George  Cwue. 
B.  Crooks,  Hooper  Crews,  and  John  M.  Reid. 

Committee  on  the  Smith  Arnold  Fund :  Zobulon  Phillips,  ^^j^  ^ 

A.  M.  Osbon,  J.  Floy,  William  A.  Wilmer,  J.  Cunningham,  noidFund. 
I.  N.  Felch,  John  Dennis. 

Committee  on  the  Education  of  Colored  Youth:  Cyrus  ^^^^JJ^ 

Brooks,  Z.  Connell,  Moses  Hill,  H.  K  Pilcher,  M.  Dustin,  ^^^ 
F.  C.  Holliday,  R.  Boyd. . 

Committee  on  Colored  M«nbership:  George  F.  Brown,  ^583S?Id*»Sn- 
L.  B.  Gurley,  T.  J.  Quigley,  S.  V.  Blake,  J.  Drummond,  E.  E.    be«hip. 
Griswold,  Geoige  M.  Carpenter. 

Committee  on  Metropolitan  Church:  John  McClintock,  ^^^p^S 
M.  Raymond,  J.  P.  Durbin,  J.  V.  Watson,  R  Thomson.  tuSohuwh. 

The  Mowing  resolution  was  submitted  by  Heman  Bangs 
and  adopted,  namely : 

Jtuolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  inquire  Besolntlon  nl*- 
iato  the  propriety  of  the  widows  of  deceased  bishops  being  paid  ^£^*Jf  ,^y. 
their  allowance  in  the  same  way  that  the  bishops  are  now  ing  widows  lud 
paid.  orphans  of  de- 

cessed  blshopSb 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned  at  three  quarters  past  A^joarmneat 
five  o'clock.    Benediction  by  William  L.  Hatiis. 


TUESDAX  MORNING,  MAT  6ih,  1856. 


Mayl^lSDa 


Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  in  the 
usual  order  by  Robert  Boyd,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference. 

Bishop  Simpson  in  the  chair. 

The  JoumaJ  of  yesterday,  both  morning  and  afternoon 
•essiona,  was  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

Brother  Lowry  moved  to  suspend  the  ord«r  of  the  day,  to  ^S^tt!^*^*^ 
admit  a  motion  for  a  change  of  reference  of  the  paper  ^^^^J^ 
rehiting  to  the  establishing  of  the  ooll^  for  colored  people ; 
which  prevailed,  and  it  was  referred  to  a  special  committee 
on  that  subject 


Bion. 
A4}ocininMnt 
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Mftj  ^  1856.        jotm  Barker,  of  Pittsburgh  Conference,  presented  his  cer- 
'tM^UBMatT  tificate  of  election,  and  took  his  seat  as  a  member  of  this 

General  Conference. 
▲ppMi  of  Eli       I'ho  order  of  the  day  was  taken  up,  and  the  appeal  of 
SkS***up  and  ^^^  Benniston,  an  expelled  member  of  the  New-York  Con- 
eDtertaiiiod.       ference,  was,  on  motion  of  Z.  Phillips,  entertained. 
MoUoD  to  haye       A  motion  was  made  to  have  the  xrrounds  of  the  appeal 

tho  gronods  of  o  rr 

tho       appeal  stated.    Brother  G.  W.  Walker  moved  as  a  substitute  that 

the  Journals  of  the  New- York  Conference  touching  the  case 

be  read  ;  and  the  substitute  was  adopted. 

Joomai  of  the       The  Journal  of  the  New-York  Conference  in  the  case  was 

Conference       then  read,  setting  forth  the  several  actions  of  the  Conference 

IJSdflttUoS^  relating  thereto.    The  charges  and  specifications  were  read, 

•n^teatimony    ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  testimony  taken  before  the  New-York  Con- 

fbrence  was  read. 
J.  H.  Ferry  w-       J.  H.  Perry  appeared  and  addressed  the  Conference  in  be- 
appellant         half  of  the  appellant 
Afternoon  MB-       On  motion  of  Johu  A.  Collins,  it  was  resolved,  that  when 

we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  three  o'clock  P.  M. 
On  motion  of  B.  M.  Hall,  Conference  adjourned  at  five 

minutes  before  twelve  o'clock. 
Benediction  by  Dr.  Hannah. 

Tuesday  Afternoon. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  Bishop  Simp- 
son in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  exercises  were  conducted  by  Geoige 
Peck,  of  the  Wyoming  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 
J.  H.  Perry  re-  J.  H.  Perry  resumed  his  argument  on  the  behalf  of  the 
axpunent  appellant,  whose  case  was  before  the  Conference  at  the  time 
A.  M.  Gabon  of  adjournment  A.  M.  Osbon,  as  the  representative  of 
Se^^ew-York  the  New-York  delegation,  defended  the  action  of  the  Con- 
^Coi^renM.  forencc,  after  which  J.  H.  Perry  responded,  and  the  plead- 
itojM^      «»•  ings  closed. 

x>ei«eateeofthe  On  motion  of  Hcman  Bangs,  the  delegates  of  die  New- 
Orafmnoe  ex-  ^otk  Conference  were,  at  their  own  request,  excused  from 
eoMd      from  y^ij^g  jq  the  final  determination  of  this  case. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  submitted  by  Henum 
Bauffs,  and  adopted,  namely : 

Dedslon  of  the  ®^  '^      '  '' 

Conference  re-       Renolvedf  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  annual  oonferenoes  in 
▼ened.  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  decision  of  the  New^Tork 
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Omferenoe,  expelling  Eli  Denniston,  be  and  the  eame  is  hereby     Vajt^lfM. 
lefwsed. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned.  AO^tmamnL 

Benediction  by  Israel  Ghamberlayne. 


WEDNESDAY  MOKNING,  MAY  7,  1866.        MtyT.isBi 

Conference  met  this  morning;  Bishop  Waugh  in  the 
chair. 

The  nsoal  religions  serrices  were  conducted  by  William 
Cooper,  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference. 

liie  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  approved. 

The  President  presented  a  communication,  signed  by  two  ^^yg°j°?^ 
of  the  preachers  of  the  California  Conference,  relating  to  one    >l  ™^"q^^ 
of  the  delegates  in  this  body  from  that  Conference,  and,  on    Gonibreiioe. 
motion  of  J.  D.  Blain,  it  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  five. 

The  special  order  of  the  day  for  this  morning,  the  appeal  ^^|?^i2.'* 
of  D.  J.  Snow,  an  expelled  member  of  the  Dlinois  Conference,  MoHon  toiay  it 
was  called,  when  a  motion  was  made  by  J.  P.  Durbin  to  Lott 
lay  the  special  order  of  the  day  on  the  table  for  the  present ; 
but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

On  motion  of  8.  Van  Deusen,  the  appeal  was  taken  up.     ^wM    ttk« 

A  motion  was  made  by  F.  C.  HoUiday,  to  refer  this  case  MoUon  to  refer 

.  ,  to  •  00lllIIlttt66k 

to  a  committee  of  five,  to  prepare  it  for  Conference  action. 

J.  Z.  Nichols  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  refer  on  the  table ;  ^.    ^    ^^ 

and  the  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Hiram  Kinsley,  the  appeal  was  admitted ;  ^^«^   ^^^ 
and  the  appellant  then  stated  the  grounds  of  his  appeal.  sroonds  of  ap- 

The  Journal  of  the  Illinois  Conference,  touching  this  case,  JovniL  of  n- 
was  read ;  after  which  James  Floy  submitted  the  following    enoo  raid, 
preamble  and  resolution,  and  they  were  adopted,  namely : 

Inasmuoh  as  the  records  of  the  trial  in  the  case  of  D.  J.  Snow 

are  imnerfeot ;  therefore, 

Reiohed,  That  the  case  be  refetred  baek  to  the  Illinois  Con-  Oma     rtterad 

ftrenoe  for  a  new  trial.  J«*  *"  » "»▼ 

tiuu. 

Bishop  Waugh  introduced  Rev.  Dr.  Ryerson  and  Rev.  s«t.  Dr.  Bjir- 
Richard  Jones,  representatives  of  the  Wesleyan  Conference  l^himi  Jodm 
in  Canada.  Dr.  Ryerson  pi^sented  the  Address  of  the  Addnv^the 
Canada  Conference  to  this  body.  The  Address  was  read,  2^*^rS^ 
after  which  Dr.  Ryerson  and  Rev.  Mr.  Jones  addressed  the  ^^^  from 
Conference  in  relation  to  the  interests  of  Methodism  in  ^|^2|^^o^ 
Canada.  [For  Address  of  the  Canada  Conference,  see 
Appendix  D.] 
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Ut9f,^»%.        CX  W.  Rater  submitted  a  seriM  of  reeohitioiis,  greetiog 

sreettDg     the  the  Caoadian  breUiren,  and  providing  for  a  delegation  from 
brethr^  and  this  body  to  attend  the  session  of  the  Canada  Ck>nference  in 

toSdSiS?^  ^  ^notion  was  made  by  W.  H.  Brockway,  to  so  amend 
rtSdS^**'  ^®  resolution  providing  for  a  delegation,  as  to  elect  three 
instead  of  one.  H.  Bangs  moved,  as  a  substitute  to  this 
amendment,  that  two  delegates,  instead  of  three,  .be  elected. 
The  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  amendAient 
was  adopted.  The  resolutions,  as  amended,  were  then 
adopted  as  follows,  namely : 

^;^^<«  thu  -R«»<>'*«^»  !•   That  we  greet  most  oordiilly,  and  with  true 

SScntaB  ftvm  brotherly  affection,  Rev.  Brethren  Rjerson  and  Jones,  representsr 

Caoflds.  tires  of  the  Canada  Conference,  and  welcome  them  as  brethren 
beloved  from  that  branch  of  the  great  Methodist  family. 

'^'wiftJf^  he  2.  Resolved,  That  the  Address  of  the  Canada  Conference  be  pnh- 

paDitobed.  ugjj^  j^  4jj^  several  General  Conference  papere. 

^?toS«  ^  ^'  J{Mo2ve(2,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 

J!g^    ™®  *^'  suitable  address  in  behalf  of  this  to  the  Canada  Conference. 


Three  delentM       ^'  ^'^^^^  ^hat  this  Conference,  some  time  during  its  present 
to  be  daSSST  session,  elect  three  delegates  to  attend  the  session  of  the  Canada 
Conference  in  A.  D.  1857,  as  onr  representatives,  and  bear  our 
friendly  greetings  to  that  body. 

^**vS?*V  ^  ^'  ^'  ^*^^  submitted  a  resolution,  providing  for  a  com- 

oommittee  to  mittee  ot  jive  to  nominate  nine  persons  to  be  voted  for  as 

didatesfiireieo-  delegates  to  the  Canada  Conference, 

ntos  *to   the  M.  Dustin  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out/tv,  and  in- 

^^^^  Confer-  g^j^^^g  u  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  Conference ;''  but  the  amendment  was 

Propoied  laid  on  the  table, 

laid   on    the  F.  C.  Hollidav  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table, 

Houoa  to  lay  and  the  motx>n  was  lost 

9a   the  u^      ^0  onginal  resolution  was  adopted  as  follows,  namely : 
Loat 

Beaolatkni  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  nominate  nine 

adopted.  persons  to  be  voted  for  by  the  Oenersl  Gonfdrence,  as  delegates  to 

the  Canada  Wesleyan  Connection,  and  the  three  having  the  high- 
est nnmber  of  votes  to  be  the  delegates. 

Conrteaiee  and      John  Luccock  moved  that  the  same  courtesies  and  privi- 
toil^dMto  tte  legw  that  were  extended  to  the  Wesleyan  del^ates^  be 
cSiSSSf*  ^°^  extended  also  to  the  delegates  of  the  Canada  Conference. 
^tSf*ff      Bishop  Waugh  introduced  Rev.  Brethren   Scott  and 
SSj^wIS  Cather,  deputies  from  the  Irish  Conference, 
trodaced.  Mr.  Scott  presented  an  Address  from  the  Irish  Conference. 

^iri^c^n^!  The  Address  was  read,  after  which  the  deputies  addressed 
enja^^pwaented  ^^  Conference.     [For  Address,  see  Jppendix  F.] 

On  motion  of  John  A.  CollinSi  the  Mowing  resolntiooa 
were  adopted,  namely : 
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Ritoivtd,  That  we  extend  a  most  cordial  greeting  and  welcome 
to  our  brethren  the  deputies  firom  the  Irish  Conference  to  this 
body,  and  also  the  same  courtesies  and  priTileges  as  were  extend- 
ed to  the  representatiTes  of  the  British  and  Canada  Conferences. 

ReioUf§d,  That  a  oommittee  of  scTcn  be  appointed  to  respond  to 
the  Address  of  the  Irish  Conference,  presented  to  this  body  by  the 
delegates  thereof;  and  that  sud  committee  also  report  to  this 
Conference  a  plan  for  the  ftirtherance  of  the  ol^ect  of  the  Irish 
delegation  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 
States. 


B«solatloii 
sreetlng      the 
Irtoh     depata- 
tion. 

Committee 
ordered  to  re- 
spond to  the 
Addreas  of  the 
Irlflh  Gontv- 
enoe,  Ae. 


DoetomeDtB  be- 
On  motion  of  James  Porter,  the  papers  before  the  last    ^  the  last 

ferenoe  on  an 
appeal  Oonfcr- 
enoe. 
Befemd. 


Committees  on 
Blayery  and 
Itlneranoy  to 
hasten  tbetr  re- 
ports. 


Seports  on 
Slarerr,  the 
Presiding  Bl- 
der  question, 
and  on  extend- 
ing the  time 
of  ministerial 
service,  to  be 
under  a  special 
order,  till  the 
final  action 
shaUbehad. 


General  Conferenoe,  in  relatiqn  to  an  Appeal  Conference, 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Trials  and  Appeals. 
John  A.  Collins  presented  the  following  resolutions,  namely : 

1.  Resolvedy  by  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  Ctoeral  Conferenoe  assembled.  That  the  Committee  on 
Slavery  and  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
instructed,  to  mature  their  action  on  Slavery,  the  Presiding 
Elder  question,  and  the  proposition  to  continue  preachers  on  cir- 
cuits and  stations  for  a  lonser  period  than  two  years,  and  report 
the  same  at  as  early  a  period  as  practicable  during  its  session. 

2.  Rewlvedf  By  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  when  the  report 
comes  in,  either  on  Slavery,  the  Presiding  Elder  question,  or  exten- 
sion of  time  of  preacher  in  an  appointment,  as  the  case  may  be,  it 
shall  be  the  special  order  of  the  day,  immediately  after  the  call  for 
petitio^QS,  memorials,  appeals,  etc,  and  shall  remain  so  each  suoces- 
sive  day,  as  a  standing  ordier  until  disposed  of:  that  is  to  say, 
whichever  of  the  above  subjects  is  first  reported  on  to  this  Confer^ 
ence,  shall  be  under  the  control  of  this  order,  until  action  is  had 
thereon :  and  so  of  the  two  others,  taking  precedence  as  the  re- 
ports respectively  come  in :  Provided,  that  nothing  in  this  re- 
solution shall  be  so  understood  or  construed,  as  to  conflict  with 
the  15th  rule  for  the  government  of  this  body. 

3.  Restdvedj  By  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  in  Conference  assembled.  That  said  Committees 
shi^  include  in  their  respective  reports  the  number  and  sex  of 
the  signers  of  the  various  memorials  and  petitions  presented  to 
the  Conference  in  relation  to  the  sulgects  referred  to. 

The  first  resolution  was  read  and  adopted.  The  second 
resolution  was  read,  and  a  motion  was  made  to  lay  it  on 
the  table,  but  the  motion  was  lost 

A  motion  was  made  to  extend  the  thne  of  the  session, 
but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

On  motion,  the  second  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  chair  announced  the  Mowinfir  committee,  ordered  Committee  on 

"  Hie  eommonl- 

this  morning,  in  relation  to  the  communication  from  two    «<i<»  relating 

preachers  of  the  California  Conference,  namely :  of  the  CaUfor- 

N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  Gardner  Baker,  Jarvis  Z.  Nichols,  Wei-    "*•^''»**^••• 

lington  H.  Collins,  and  William  Roberts. 
The  time  of  adjournment   having  come,    Conference  Adjonimnent 

dosed  with  the  benediction  by  Dr.  Ryerson. 
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THUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  8, 1856. 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Morris  in  the  cbair. 
The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  W.  H. 
Brockway  of  the  Michigan  Conference. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
On  motion  of  W.  L.  Harris,  the  special  order  of  the  day 
was  suspended. 
L.  B.  Onii^       On  motion  of  W.  L.  Harris,  in  pursuance  of  instruction 
er  ohiuspd  oa  from  the  North  Ohio  Delegation,  Leonard  B.  Gurley  was 
changed  from  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  to-  the 
Committee  on  Episcopacy ;  and  John  H.  Power  was  changed 
from  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern. 
B«port  of  the       Edward  Thomson  presented  and  read  the  report  of  the 
of  the  Chnrch  Commissioners  on  the  Church  suit  of  the  Western  Book  Con- 
WestSn°Book  cem,  and  it,  with  accompanying  papers,  was  referred  to  the 
iSed^'  reform  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.     [For  Report,  see  Appei^ 
"^  dix  Q.] 

Dr.  Hunahre-       Dr.  Hannah   expressed  to  the  Conference  the  earnest 

quests  that  del-  ^ 

be  sent  desire  of  the  British  Conference  to  receive  a  delegation  from 


to  Uie  Brlttoh     ,..,..,.  .  .,,  ,  ,    ,  ,.  _, 

Conferanoe.       this  body,  at  theuT  session,  either  next  year,  or  at  the  earnest 
convenient  period  thereafter. 

Statement     of       On  motion  of  Adam  Poe,  a  Statement  of  the  agents  of 
to^kd^SE^  Western  Book  Concern,  concerning  a  book  depositoiy  and 
j^Jji.  *^    ^^  a  paper  at  St  Louis,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern.    [For  Statement,  see  Appendix  R.] 

Motum  to  take  John  A.  Collins  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  under 
ttoniiSd^the  Consideration  at  the  time  of  adjournment;  but  the  motion 
to^eDt,  ■*'  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  104  to  56. 

c^municatioiL  Bishop  Waugh  presented  a  communication  from  the  libe- 
^om  LihBrto  rin  Annual  Conference,  and  on  motion  of  Isaac  Parks,  it  was 
•DM^  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions,  without  reading. 

Hsw-Yoix  Nkw-Yobk  East  Conference. — E.  E.  Griswold  pre- 

^^  sented  a  communication  from  the  New- York  East  Confer- 

roieting  to  the  ence,  in  relation  to  the  support  of  ministers  who  shall  lose  theb 
SSon  w?oe^  health  in  foreign  fields  of  kbor,  drc,  and  it  was  referred  to 
fora^  fleL! '^  the  Committee  on  Missions :  also  a  ooomiunication  from  the 

MemJJw     on  New-York  East  Conference,  in  relation  to  Boundaries,  and  it 

,g£^«^       was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  chairman  of  the  committee  to  whom 
was  refeired  the  communication  from  two  of  the  pieachen 
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of  ihe  California  Conferance,  in  relation  to  a  member  of  this     ^'^  ^  **•• 
body,  reported  as  follows,  and  the  report  was  adopted : 

The  oommittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  from  Benort  of  eom- 
Califomia,  respecting  S.  D.  Simonds,  haye  had  the  same  under  con-  S* "^J*]|J22 
sideration.  and  beg  leaye  to  present  the  following  as  our  report.       ^q,  Cftllibralfe 

The  communication  refers  to  affairs  in  which  Brother  Simonds 
appears  to  have  acted  with  the  knowledge  and  adTice  of  his  pre- 
siding elder,  and  other  ministerial  brethren,  and  over  which  it  is 
our  opinion  this  General  Conference  has  no  jurisdiction. 

All  of  which  is  respectrally  submitted. 

N.  J.  B.  MOBGAK,  W.  H.  Ck>LLINS, 

G.  Bakkb,  William  Robbbti. 

J.  Z.  Nichols, 

On  motion  of  George  "W.  Walker,  the  special  order  of  -^Jg^^  ^Jl 
the  day,  the  appeal  of  L.  D.  Harlan,  was  taken  up.  np- 

On  motion  of  John  H.  Power,  Conference  determined  to  Cwjferenoetoilj 

with       doMd 

sit  with  closed  doors  during  the  investigation  of  this  case,    doon. 
excepting,  however,  from  the  force  of  this  requirement,  travel- 
ing ministers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Brothers  Noble  and    Johnson    were  appointed    door-  i>o«k«ep«». 
keepers. 

On  motion  of  George  W.  Walker,  Moses  Brooks,  Esq.,  mosm  Brooks 
the  father  of  the  late  Mrs.  Sears,  whose  character  is  impli-  p^^t  darinc 
cated  in  this  case,  was  permitted  to  be  present  during  the  ^^^  ^'  ^^ 
trial  of  the  appeal. 

Bishop  Morris  stated  an  order  of  proceedings  in  cases  of  ^J^J^  ^ 
appeal,  agreed  upon  bj  the  bishops,  and  after  it  was  read 
by  Bishop  Baker,  it  was  adopted  by  the  Conferejice  as  the 
order  to  be  observed  in  all  cases  of  appeal  to  this  body. 

The  order  is  as  follows,  namely : 

1.  Motion  to  take  up. 

2.  Motion  to  admit. 
8.  Appellant  state  the  grounds  of  his  appeal. 

4.  Bead  the  charges,  specifications,  and  findings  of  the  case. 

5.  Beading  of  the  testimony. 

6.  Defense  of  the  appellant. 

7.  Reply  of  the  delegates. 

8.  final  reply  of  the  appellant. 

9.  BedsioB  by  the  General  Conference. 

On  motion  of  James  Porter,  the  appeal  was  admitted.  ^^^ 

The  appellant  then  stated  the  grounds  of  his  appeal.  Grounds  of  ^ 

The  charges,  specifications, and  finding  of  the  Conference,  ^?*?^. 

together  with  a  notice  of  appeal,  were  read  from  the  Joui>  fS^^^Ju^ 

nal  of  the  Cincinnati  Conference.  TeMnumr   tat 

The  testimony  m  behalf  of  the  prosecution  was  read,  and  JJJI****^**^ 

the  testimony  of  the  defense  was  read  in  part,  when,  on  '^^''^^^j^^ 

motion,  Conferenoe  adjourned  to  meet  at  half  past  two  o'clock  x««i  in  ptrt 

ihis  afternoon.  ^Z^""  '^ 
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Mays,  18M.  Biahop  Waugh  announced  that,  in  punnianoe  of  a  i^sohi* 
gates  to  prtloh  tion  of  liiis  bodj,  the  repreBentatives  of  the  Wealeyan  Ogh- 
Sfternoon.  ^  nection  in  Great  Britain,  on  consultation  with  the  bishopti 
^o'doSL***  **  ^^  designated  Wednesday  afternoon  at  three  o'clock,  as  UkS 
time  for  a  sermon  from  Dr.  Hannah  before  the  Conference, 
^'  ^  MT^  *°^  Wednesday  evening  at  half  past  seven  o'clock,  as  the 
o'dook.  hour  when  Rev.  Mr.  Jobson  would  preach  before  the  Con- 

ference.   The  services  on  both  these  occasions  to  be  in  Wes- 
ley ChapeL 
A4)oanunent         Conference  closed  with  singing  the  doxology,  and  the 
benediction  by  Israel  Chamberlayne. 

ThUBSDAT  AVTEBNOOir. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  Bishop  Janes 
in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Elias  Bow- 
en  of  the  Oneida  Conference.    The  Journal  of  this  morning 
was  read  and  approved. 
Appeal  of  L.  B.       On  motion  of  George  W.  Walker,  the  case  under  consid- 
ed"     '**°°^"  eration  at  the  time  of  adjournment  this  morning  was  taken 
^"™*^oOT^  wp»  »°<i  tl^Q  reading  of  testimony  continued  till  it  was  arrest- 
™®"*'  ed  by  the  adjournment  of  Conference. 

Special     Com-       Bishop   Baker    announced    the  following    committees, 

mlttees       an-    ^^^jt„, 

notmoed.  namely : 

Committee    to       Committee  to  prepare  a  reply  to  the  Address  of  the  Cana- 
to  fte  AdS?M  da  Conference :  Calvm  Kinffsley,  H.  Mattison,  R  H.  Pilcher, 

of  the  Canada    t^    to-.  ,  r.  t»   *i  j 

Conferonoe.       D.  Wise,  and  Gcorgc  RuUedge. 
Committee    to       Committee  to  answer  the  Address  of  the  Irish  Conference, 

anaver  toe  Ad-  ^ 

dreaa  ^   the  and  to  devise  means  to  carry  out  the  object  of  their  mission: 

Irish     Confer- 

enoe.  E.  Thomson,  J.  AfClintock,  L.  Crowell,  F.  Hodgson,  H.  Crews, 

G.  Battelle,  and  L.  R  King. 
Committee    to       Committee  to  nominate  candidates  to  visit  the  Canada 

nominate  can* 

didatea  to  visit  Conference :  B.  M.  HalL  C.  W.  Ruter,  W.  F.  Farrinirton, 

the    Canada       „  ^  j  t   t       - 

Conferenoe.       H.  Summers,  and  J.  Lewis. 

A^joonment         Conference  closed  with  singing  the  Doxology,  and  with 
Hie  benediction  by  George  PecL 

May  0,185^  FIUDAT  MOKNINO,  MAY  9,  1866. 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Scott  in  the  chair« 
The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  J6tm  S. 
Porter  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference. 
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Hie  Journal  of  yesterday  afteraoon  was  read  and  ap-     ^'^  *•  ^^^ 

.  Appesl  of  L.  D. 

piOVed.  Harkn         re- 

On  motion  of  W.  L«  Harris,  the  unfinished  business  of  !!S£ding  of  the 

yesterday  was  taken  up,  and  the  reading  of  testimony  in  the  J^^^^^^"*' 

matter  of  L.  D.  Harlan  was  completed.  h*A»SSSIJ 

Thomas  H.  Peame  said  that  he  had  been  requested  to  ^^S^^JZ, 

report  the  arguments  of  the  parties  in  this  case,  and  he  tS^eiaaS«3 

desired  to  know  the  will  of  the  Conference  in  rektion  to  thoOonfewnca. 

Motion  to  leaye 

reportinflr.  ^®  mftttor  to 

Vrri  ■»*.-r>  ,  ,,,,,.^  ,.W»   dtocTetlon. 

Whereupon,  M.  Raymond  moved  that  he  be  leil  to  his  Laid  on  the  t»- 

own  discretion ;  but  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  table.  An>eihuit    ad- 

The  appellant,  L.  D.  Harlan,  addressed  the  C!)onference  till  conference, 
near  the  hour  of  adjoummeut,  when,  on  motion  of  John  ^"^^ 
A.  Collins,  the  case  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present.  dS^n  prolong- 
On  motion,  the  session  was  prolonged  till  the  Conferences  Memorials  and 
can  be  called  for  the  presentation  of  memorials  and  petitions.  ^^^°*   ^'^ 
New-Hampshirb  Conference. — James  Thurston   pre-  N.  Hamwhim. 

'  Memorlala     on 

sented  four  memorials  on  Slavery,  to  wit :  one  from  South  slavery  from 
New  Market ;  one  from  Garrettson-street  Station ;  one  from  Market,  Qar- 
Greenland  Station;  one  from  Dover;  and  they  were  referred  GmSand, and 
to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  Betored. 

Newel  Culver  presented  a  memorial  on  Skvery  from  ^IUSIt^  *£>m 
Unity  Station,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on    BeSSmd. 
Slavery. 

Trot  Conferenob. — ^A.  Witherspoon  presented  a  memo-  MemOTtai  on 
rial  on  Slavery  from  Union  Village,  and  it  was  referred  to  vSw^YtfS^, 
the  Committee  on  Slavery.  lEmOTW     on 

S.  D.  Brown  presented  a  memorial  relating  to  Law  Ques-  RSfeSd***''"*' 
tions,  and  it  W9s  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy.      Le^ftoicpBev! 

New  York  East  Conference. — J.  B.  Merwin  presented  tog^to^Sart 
a  letter  from  Rev.  L.  Clark,  in  relation  to  a  Court  of  Trials  and  Jj  ™jto  «»d 
Appeals,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject    Be£ired. 

California  Conference. — On  motion  of  J.  D.  Blain,  so  Joamai  relating 
much  of  the  Journal  of  the  California  Conference  as  relates    Referred, 
to  Missions  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions.  Memorials    on 

Maine  Conference.— D.  B.  Randall  presented  five  me-  SSSSr.  wE 
morials  on  Slavery ;  one  from  Industry  Circuit ;  one  from  *JJ  "iowS^ 
Wilton  and  Temple  Circuit;  one  from  Skowhegan;  one  gB.aoion,  and 
from  Solon,  and  one  from  Mercer,  and  they  were  referred    Beferred. 

Bemonstranoe 

to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  He  also  presented  a  remon-  againat  an^ 
stranoe  from  Fayette  Circuit,  against  any  change  in  the  sys-  s^^m  of  the 
tern  of  Presiding  Eldership,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com-  den^^  from 
mittee  cm  Itinerant. 
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M»y»,i85^  Vermont  CoNrsREKOS. — Alonzo  Webster  presented  two 

Sfcmoriaift    on  memorialfl  on  Slavery ;  one  from  Corinth,  and  one  from 

Corindi     and  Pittsfield,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Referred.  Slavery.    He  also  presented  a  memorial  from  Vermont  Con- 

^^Ddtfies  ^  ferenoe  on  Boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 

jSmaTreifttiiif  ^^  Boundaries.    Also,  on  motion  of  A.  Webster,  so  much  of 

to^arajdiriefc  ^^  Journal  of  the  Vermont  Conference  as  relates  to  the 

"tosilto?^*^  subject  of  Boundaries,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Be&rred.  Boundaries,  and  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  the 

subject  of  Slavery,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slaveiy. 

J>*Mwri«to    o»  A.  G.  Button  presented  two  memorials  on  Slavery ;  one 

Der^      «nd  from  Derby,  and  one  from  Lyndon,  and  they  were  referred 

Referred.  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Mgjortd     on  Joseph  E.  King  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from 

Bethel  Bethel  Station,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Referred.  -.. 

Slavery. 
*JjJ3Ji'£irt       ^^^  *  memorial  from  W.  J.  Kidder  for  relief,  he  having 
^SSfA.  ^^*  Tract  money  on  his  way  hither,  and  it  was  referr^  to 

the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
Black  RiYSB.        Blaok  Riyer  CONFERENCE. — Gardner  Baker  presented 

Memorials     on  ,  * 

Slavery    ftom  two  memorials  from  Champion  on  the  subject  of  Slav<>ry, 

on  the  ^ieid-  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.   He  also 

fbun  Macey.  ^  presented  a  memorial  on  the  Presiding  Eldership  from  Marcy 

Station,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinenm^. 

^£h?^1p&di^  J.  Erwin  presented  a  memorial  from  East  Osw^,  one 
§MS?*S«2d£  ^™  Rome,  and  one  from  Geddis,  on  the  Presiding  Elder- 
and  Bart  08-  ship,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Befenred.  H.  Mattison  presented  memorials  on  the  subject  of  the 

the  Preddiog  Presiding  Eldership,  one  from  York-street,  Brooklyn,  one 
BMenUp^m  ^^  Floet-street,  Brooklyn,  one  from  Pacific-street,  Brooklyn, 
PadfloSS^  <^<^  ^^^  ^™  Centenary  Church,  Brooklyn,  all  in  New- York 
SiIuSSbSSS  ^^*  Conference;  also  one  from  Bedford-street,  New- York, 
^i-St^L^'  ^^  ^"*  Duane-street,  New-York,  and  one  on  both  the 
^T^m^t  ^^^^'^^^■'g  Eldership  and  on  extending  the  Time  of  Minis- 
ohurah.  New-  terial  Service  on  Circuits  and  Stations,  from  Trinity  Church, 

Bdened.  New-York,  all  in  New- York  Conference,  and  they  were  re- 

ferred to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Wnnur  Vn-      Westbbn  VIRGINIA  CoNFSRBNCB. — James  Drummond 


^wSmh*  ^^^  presented  a  memorial  from  Wheeling  on  Uie  subject  of 

aiorehinnuw  ChuTch  Insurance,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

*aiioe. 

YBef^rred.  Temporal  Economy. 

-ifMnoriai     oa  East  Mainb  CoNFBRBNCfE. — Geofge  Pratt  presented  a 

•  mltTrininn?  memorial  on  Extension  of  Time  of  Ministerial  Service  from 
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Newcastle,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itiner-     M*y9,i8B«. 

ancy.     He  also  presented  three  memorials  on  the  subject  of  from  Newc«h 
Slavery,  one  from  Rockland,  one  from  Newcastle,  and  one  ]Uir«rred. 
from  Soutbport,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ^iJJSy^  from 

Slaveiy.                                            ^  ^^^^ 

Erie  Conference. — G.  B.  Hawkins  presented  a  memorial  -^^^^ 

from  Akron  on  the  Extension  of  Time  of  Ministerial  Service,  £"^  _  ,  ^ 

^                                                      '  MMnonal   fi^om 

and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy.  Akron  <»  Kx- 

^               ^                             -_    _                             ,                     .  t  twiflonoCTtaio 

Oneida  Conference. — ^E.  Bowen  presented  a  memonal  of  Miiii»teri«i 

from  Dr}'den  on  Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com-  Referred! 

mittee  on  Slavery.  MemoriaiB    on 

D.  W.  Bristol  presented   a  memorial  from  Lenox  on  Dryden     iS 

Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  KtfeSSL 

East  Genesee  Conference. — John  Dennis  presented  a  EabtGbkibsk 

memorial  from  Rochester  District  on  Boundaries,  which  was  Bucbester  d£ 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries;   also  one  from  v^^    '^*" 

Rochester  District  Ministerial  Association  on  Extending  the  2emorii»  fro 

Time  of  Ministerial  Service,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com-  ??<?««Jff  P*^ 

mittee  on  Itinerancy ;  also  one  from  Rochester  District  Mini»-  rial  AssoeUtioa 

terial  Association  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  and  it  was  re-  the  Time  ol 

ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  rice,  and  on 

Genesee  Conference. — On  motion  of  I.  Chamberlayne,  Befrrr^! 

80   much  of  the  Journal   as  relates  to  Church   Insurance  j^rSi relating 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  ;  and  JS,2'^**  iSd 

80  much  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  referred  to  the  Commit-  jJJJJSl 
tee  on  Slavery. 

Michigan  Conference. — J.   K.   Gillet  presented   two  JJ'^S^- 

memorials  on  Slavery  from  Oakville,  and  they  were  referred  ^^^    fr«» 

to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  B«fened. 

W.  H.  Collins  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery,  from  *|^^  ^^ 

South  Albion,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ^J|^J^^*"- 
Slavery. 

David  Bums   presented  a  memorial  on   Slavery  from  "JjJJS^  ^^ 

Kalamazoo  Station,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  j^jJJJ^* 
on  Slavery. 

North  Indiana  Conference. — 8.  C.  Cooper  presented  S^^^SP"** 

a  memorial  on  Slavery  from  Oriand  Circuit,  and  it  was  re-  Biam   ttoat 

ferred  to  ihe  Committee  on  Slavery.  Bdbired. 

Indiana  Conference. — ^B.  P.  Crary  presented  a  petition  SSSorua  ttom 

horn  E.  Whitten,  in  relation   to  his  indebtedness  to  tire  S-W)iittenr»- 

Utlog    to    iii» 

Book  Concern,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  debtedneu  to 

Book  Concern.  oem. 

Wisconsin   Confesbnoe.— P.  S.  Bennett  prasenteid  a  WMooaHor. 
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mJ^oiiV^'*'  °^^°^"^  ^"^  "^e&i  Bend  on  Slavery,  and  it  was  lefened 

8i»rei7^  from  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Beferred.  On  motion  of  Henry  Bequa,  so  much  of  the  Journal  as 

t^°tothePTO-  relateB  to  the  Presiding    Eldership    was   referred    to  the 

Bhip"'  and^^  Committee  on  Itinerancy ;  and  so  muoh  as  relates  to  Min- 

1^^^  isterial  Support  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal 

Nora  Omo.  i^^BOmy. 

^BcSfh*^  DdS  North  Ohio  Confebenok. — ^W.  L.  Harris  presented  s 

we  on  Bound-  memorial  from  South  Delaware  on  Boundaries,  and  it  was 

Beferred.  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Journal  relatbur 

to  Peopled  On  motion  of  Adam  Poe,  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  re- 

Beferred.  ktes  to  People  of  Color,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 

Jeromevine  on  that  subject    He  also  presented  a  memorial  from  Jerome- 

Bi^tism.  ville  Circuit,  on  the  Ritual  on  Baptism,  and  it  was  referred  to 

p^ttoM  f^om  ^^  Committee  on  Revisals ;  also  a  petition  on  Boundaries 

ud  jI'f.^w  froni  W.  C.  Peirce,  Presiding  Elder  of  Sandusky  District, 

aedyonBound-  ^nd  J.  F.  Kennedy,  pastor  of  the  Church  in  Mansfield,  and 

^^^^^  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Sraorw^m  CINCINNATI  CoNFERBNOs. — J.  B.  Finlcy  presented  a  me- 

Oreeni^ie  on  morial  from  Greenville,  North  Ohio  Conference,  on  Bounda- 

Beferred.  ries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries, 

ifonotui  from  Geoige  W.  Walker  presented  a  memorial  from  W.  Herr 

Banday-Bohooi  on  the  subject  of  Sunday-school  Superintendents,  and  h 

onte.  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools ;  also^  a 

M«morua  from  memorial  from  W.  Herr  on  Table  Expenses,  <fec,  and  it  was 

Table  Exp^  referred  to  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy. 

SStJr^  William  Toung  presented  a  memorial  from   Cindnnati 

^iJT  to^*'^oto  relating  to  a  note  on  page  210  of  the  Cincinnati  edition  of 

theSKipito&'  *^®  Discipline,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

»«*™^  Revisals. 

SwnmAaTlKr  SOUTHEASTBBN  INDIANA  CoNFEBBNCE. — Euoch  G.  Wood 

if'^^'rilii    latp  P'®®®"^  *  memorial  from  J.  Kisling,  in  relation  to  the  case 

iw  to  Oonrad  of  Conrad  Muth,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Beferred.  Missions ;  also,  a  memorial  from  Indianapolis  District  Sunday- 

Snndav^bo?  School  Association  on  Sunday-school  Superintendents,  and 

2SS!         "  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools. 

SSSSmET  iLii.  SouTHEBN  Ilunois  Confebenob. — J.  Van  Cleve  presentr 

^SSmh  leiafe.  ed  a  memorial  on  ih^  subject  of  a  Book  Depository  and 

Dqwrttor^d  P*P«'  **  St  Louis,  and  it,  together  with  so  much  of  the 

lSoS,  ud  the  'o«*"^al  of  the  Conference  as  relates  to  the  same  subject, 

Jonmai  on  the  ^as  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Mune  fnlgect.  !•    *    -rr  m  •  i  ±* 

Kefcrrod.  Kentuokt  CONFERENCE. — On  motiou  of  A.  H.  Triplett* 
SO  much  of  the  Journal. of  the  Kentucky  Conference  as  re- 


Journal  of  the  Oeneral  Coirference^  1866.  63 

lata  to  the  Perpetuity  of  the  Conference,  was  referred  to  the  j^ J'^^ 
Committee  on  Boundaries.  f**^;?*^**" 

ity  of  too  Oon- 

Missouri  Confbrbnce. — John  H.  Hopkins  presented  a  ferenee^ 

memorial  from  Hannibal  on  Book  Depository  at  St  Louis ;  Memorua  flrom 

also  one  from  A.  J.  Gaither  and  others,  asking  the  estab-  bmIc  Depo£ 

lishment  of  a  Paper  at  St  Louis,  and  they  were  referred  to  £^  ^    ®*- 

the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.  m^^  <m  % 

Arkansas  Confbrknoe. — On  motion  of  M.  Eobertson,  £jPg^  •*  ^ 

so  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Slaveiy  Baferred. 


was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  'tosSi'*'***^ 

Baltihorb  Conferencb. — William  Hamilton  presented  Referred, 

a  memorial  from  Baltimore  city,  and  one  from  Summerfield  Memorials  fnna 

Circuit,  on  Boundaries,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Com-  imd  Baltimore 

...  -n        J     •  city,  on  Boand- 

mittee  on  Boundanes.  aHes. 

John  A.  Collins  presented  a  remonstrance  from  Frederic  im^^oe 

City  Station,  against  the  Ime  of  division  of  the  Baltimore  ^^  ^^^H 

Conference,  indicated  by  ito  action  at  ito  last  sessioD,  and  it  tteJinecrfSYto- 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.  Referred. 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  so  much  of  the  Journal  ^^{™^       ^ 

as  relates  to  the  Wisconsin  and  North  Ohio  resolutions  on  Referred! 
Slavery  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

New-Enqland   Conference. — William  Rice  presented  N«w-Bifoi.Ara. 

*  Memorleb     on 

two  memorials  on  Slavery  from  Park-street  Station,  and  suvery    ih»ii 

they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  Referred. 

Providence  Conferbnoe. — On  motion  of  S.  W.  Cogges-  joanuu  reSttog 

hall,  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  the  Suppression  of  doo'^^^'lCS^ 

Anti-slavery  Tracts  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  ^SmL^*'^ 

P.  T.  Kenney  presented  a  memorial  on   Slavery  from  ^|S2^  fhSS 

Holmes^s  Hole,  and  one  from  North  Manchester,  and  they  2id™*'^Nor!Si 

were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  k1S2i**'* 

New-Jbrsbt  Confbrbnce. — On  motion  of  G.  F.  Brown,  Nkw  Jnan. 

so  much  of  the  Journal  as  reUtes  to  Shivery  was  referred  to  sUfcTgr. 
the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Maine  Conference. — ^D.  B.  Randall  presented  a  me-  ^'''^J^ 

morial  from  Fairfield,  on  the  subject  of  Slaveiy,  and  it  was  Slavery    from 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  Referred. 

On  motion  of  J.  M'Clintock,  the  papers  presented  by  the  p«mrb  wcmi^ 

Committee  on  Revisals  in  1852  were  refeired  to  the  Com-  tee  on  ^SSb 

mittee  on  Revisals.  B^fa^ 

Conference  adjourned,  with  benediction  by  John  P.  Dur-  A^joariunMit 
Utt. 
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Friday  AFrxRNOOir. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  Biahop  Simp- 
son in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  William 
Reddy,  of  the  Oneida  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 
Memorial      of      H.  Crews  presented  a  memorial  from  David  Cassady,  of 
hl*lSaSo?^to  *^^  ^^^  BXyfet  Conference,  in  relation  to  Books  Burned,  and 
^sooksBorned.  {^  ^gg  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
Memorifti     on       Isaac   C.  Eingsley   presented   two  memorials,  one  on 
USe'tarbiSr  Slavery,  from  Eagle  Harbor,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
Mw^^     on  ™'tte®  o^  Slavery ;  and  one  on  a  Church  Insurance  Com- 
n^^    frJm  V^^y^  ^^™  Niagara  District  Preachers'  Association,  and  it 
ttcfprUchw?  ^**  Inferred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy. 
AMoci^ion.  On  motion  of  W.  L.  Harris,  the  case  of  L.  D.  Harlan  was 

ijppeai  of  L.  D.  taken  up,  and  he  finished  his  plea  before  the  Conference, 
od,  and  plea  of       Geoige  W.  Walker,  who  had  been  designated  by  the  Cin- 
isiied.*^        '  cinnati  delegation  to  defend  the  action  of  that  Conference, 
mitt^by'V  submitted  ihe  matter  to  the  Conference  without  further  arga- 
plLdt^^ciMed  ment,  and  the  pleadings  closed. 

^n'SSStfcin-       On  motion  of  M.  Dustin,  the  delegates  of  the  Cincinnati 

from  TottiS^  Conference  were,  at  their  own  request,  excused  from  voting; 

as  was  also  James  M.  Jamison,  for  the  reason  that  necessary 

absence  had  prevented  him  from  hearing  all  the  testimony. 

Obargw  and  ao-       The  charges  and  action  of  the  Cincinnati  Conference  in 

enMMad.         the  case  were  read,  whereupon  Jacob  Young  submitted  the 

following  resolution ;  and  it  was  adopted  by  the  Conference, 

139  voting  for  it,  and  6  against  it    The  resolution  is  in  the 

words  following,  to  wit : 

Decision  of  Cln-       Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferenoes  in 
olnnati  OonfiBr-   General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  decision  of  the  Cincinnati 
enoe  alfinnMl.     Annual  Conference,  of  said  Church,  in  the  case  of  L.  D.  Harltt, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  affiimed. 

Appeal  of  Kobe-  On  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  the  appeal  of  Nehemiali  Stok»- 
Mkh  Btokoby  j^^^  ^  expelled  member  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference^  waa 
ta^en  up. 

i^DMi   admit.       On  motion  of  Pennell  Coombe,  the  appeal  was  admitted. 

Gronnds  of  ^c  P*  Ooombe  then,  as  the  representative  of  the  appdknt, 
peal  stated.       ^^^  ^^  grounds  of  the  app^. 


Journal  of  New-       The  Journal  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference  in  the 

Jersey  Conto*  ^ 

enoe  read.        setting  forth  the  charges  and  specifications,  together  with  the 
findings  of  the  Conference,  was  read. 
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The  testimonj  was  then  read;  after  which  the  ooansel  for  ^^ *> ^^^^ 

the  defense  proposed  to  submit  the  case  without  argument  ^     ^^^ 

This  S.  Y.  Monroe,  who  represented  the  New-Jersey  Con-  g.  y.  Monroe 

ference  in  the  case,  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  do,  without  first  ^"Se^^SJe 

consulting    his    oo-delegates :   whereupon  Conference   ad-  J*^^°*  "'^' 

joumed.  AcyonmnMnt 

Benediction  by  Heman  Bangs. 

SATURDAY  MOENING,  MAY  10, 1856.  M-rio.i8«. 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Baker  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  S.  W. 
Coggeshall,  of  the  Providence  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

By  consent  of  Conference,  Minor  Raymond  was,  at  his  ^jcoaS^'from 

own  request,  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  on  the  SSfSlSSa^'* 

Tract  Cause,  and  William  Rice  was  app<»nted  in  his  stead.  »d  w^  bim 

On  motion  of  John  S.  Porter,  the  unfinished  business  of  hb  su 


Inted     lA 


stead. 


yesterday  was  taken  up,  and  P.  Coombe,  representative  of  ^^SSLjf  S^ 
the  defendant,  addressed  the  Conference  on  behalf  of  the    •^*^'  ,     , 

^  p.  Ooombo  ad- 


dreflMs       the 

S.  Y.  Monroe  then  defended  the  action  of  the  New-Jersey    the  appellant 
Conference,  after  which  Pennell  Coombe  resp<Mided,  and  the  ^efeids^?^ 
pleadings  closed.  t^^^""  ^' 

The  Journal  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference,  setting  forth  p.  Coombe  r»- 
the  charges  and  the  action  of  Ihe  Conference  in  the  ease,  nJ^ngBctosM. 
was  read.  jj^y  Confer 

On  motion  of  John  8.  Swaim,  the  delegates  of  the  New-  if?w-JS^dei- 
Jersey  Conference  wore,  at  their  own  request,  excused  irom  J^y^^^ 
voting. 

8.  W.  Coggeshall  offered  a  resolution,  which  was  adopted 
by  a  vote  of  124  to  27,  in  words  following,  to  wit : 

Raolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferenoes  of  Dedston  of  the 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  General  Conference  assembled,    ^^'*^^'*^ 
That  the  decision  of  the  New-Jersey  Annnal  Conference,  ezpell-     YeSedT"*  "^^ 
ing  Nehemiah  Stokeley  firom  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  be 
and  the  same  is  herel^  reversed. 

On  motion  of  Peter  Cartwright,  the  regular  order  of  the  ^SJ^SfSS' 

day  was  taken  up,  and  reports  of  committees  were  called  ^"^'^l^   ^ 

fer;  when  Heman  Bangs^  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Economy   >•- 

Temporal  Economy,  reported  as  follows,  namely :  '^^  ^  ^^ 

The  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  having  considered  the  Snjf^prSSl 
suljeot  before  them,  beg  leave  to  present  the  foUowbig  resolntlott :    mT 
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Lies     on     the 

table  under  the 
rale. 

Committee  on 
Mlwiom  report 
In  reUtlon  to 
Spiaoopol  an- 
thort^  In  Jd- 
Ilea. 


Hmj  10, 18S«.  Rgwdoed,  That  the  BiBoipline  on  the  allowanoe  of  effeetiTe  trav- 
eling preachers  be  so  amended,  as  to  leave  the  entire  amount  of 
their  allowance  to  the  Estimating  Committee  and  Quarterly  Con- 
ference of  the  circuits  and  stations  to  which  they  may  be  appointed. 

H.  Bangs,  ChaxrmaM, 

This  report  lies  on  the  table  one  day  under  the  rule  of 
Ck>nferenoe. 

'William  Hamilton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mis- 
sions, reported  in  part  as  follows,  namely : 

The  Missionary  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  in  part,  namely: 
the  following  resolutions  in  reference  to  so  much  of  the  Bishops' 
Address  as  refers  to  the  subject  of  Episcopal  authority  in  oar 
Liberia  Mission  Conference  in  Africa. 

1.  Re$olvedt  That  we  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  MissioB- 
ary  Bishop,  who  shall  reside  in  Liberia,  on  the  western  coast  of 
Amca,  or  in  its  vicinity,  and  have  episcopal  jurisdiction  in  Africa 
only.  The  said  Bishop  and  Churches  in  Africa  shall  still  be  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 
States. 

2.  Retolved,  That  in  case  a  suitable  man  cannot  be  found  daring 
the  present  session  of  the  General  Conference,  who  is  willing  to  go 
to  Liberia  and  reside,  we  recommend  and  authorize  the  Uberia 
Annual  Conference,  under  the  direction  of  the  Bishop  having  charge 
of  said  Conference  at  present,  assisted  by  the  Corresponding  8m- 
retary  of  the  Missionary  Society,  to  elect  an  elder  in  good  stand- 
ing in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  present  him  for  e)^ 
copal  ordination  to  the  Bishops,  or  any  of  them,  who  are  herel^ 
authorized  to  ordain  such  person  so  elected,  certifying  in  the 
parchment  of  ordination  that  his  episcopal  jurisdiction  is  express- 
ly limited  to  Africa. 

Imdianatolis,  May  6, 1856.  W.  Eamwhok,  Ckairmaiu 

The  Missionary  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  fiirther,  in  refer- 
fl«>Di>^*i7'  enoe  to  so  much  of  the  Bishops'  Address  as  refers  to  a  A^ssionary 
Seminary,  that  they  have  carefully  considered  this  very  weight 
matter,  and  deem  its  accomplishment  of  great  importance  to  the 
IViture  progress  of  our  missions,  partioidarly  in  foreign  lands. 
But  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  practicable  for  this  General 
Conference  to  devise  a  plan  in  detail,  and  we  therefore  recommend 
that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  oong unction  with  the  Bishops,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
with  an  expression  of  our  approbation  of  the  sulgect^matter  sug- 
gested in  the  Address  of  the  Bishops,  as  already  mentioned  above. 
Provided  they  should  be  able  to  do  so  without  making  use  of  our 
regular  Missionary  Collections  to  accomplish  the  object 

W.  Haioltok,  Chairmaau 
iMniAKAFOLis,  May  7, 1856. 


Lild  on  the 
tobto  to  be 
printod. 

^  OonseD  add- 
ed to  tbe  Com- 
mittee         on 
7einponl 
Xoonomy. 


These  reports  were,  on  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  A.  Lowiy,  the  order  of  the  day  was  wut^ 
pended,  in  order  to  add  Zechariah  Connell  to  the  Committee 
on  Temporal  Economy ;  and  he  was,  on  motion  of  A.  Lowij, 
i^pointed  aeooidingly. 
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my  10,  i3te. 

Gommittoe  on 
MlMions  re- 
port A  reTlied 
OoDstitatlon  of 
the  Mlflslonanr 
Society. 

Beeond  Artlde 
BO  changed  as 
to  strike  oat 
the  proTldoB 
by  which  per- 
sons become 
members  by 
the  payment 
of  two  dollan 
annually. 

Beport  laid  on 
the  table  to  be 
printed. 

Keport  of  Com- 
mittee on  Be- 
visala. 


William  Hamilton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mifi- 
sicma,  presented  a  revised  Constitution  of  the  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  recommended 
by  the  Board  at  New- York,  and  it  was  agreed  to  strike  out 
that  provision  of  the  Second  Article,  by  which  persons  pay- 
two  dollars  annually  become  members  of  the  Missionary 
Society. 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  this  report,  in  part,  from 
the  Committee  on  Missions,  was  laid  on  the  table  to  be 
printed. 

John  M^Clintock,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals 
and  Unfinished  Business,  reported,  in  part,  as  follows,  namely : 

The  Committee  on  SeTisals  and  Unfinished  Bnsiness  beg  leave 
to  report,  in  part : 

1.  That  having  daly  considered  that  part  of  the  Bishops'  Ad- 
dress which  relates  to  the  Representation  of  the  Gheneral  Confer- 
ence, the  Committee  recommend  the  insertion  of  the  words 
"twenty-seven,"  in  place  of  "twenty-one,"  in. Part  i,  ch.  iii,  §  2, 
Ans.  1,  of  the  Book  of  Discipline. 

The  Committee  also  recommend  the  alteration  of  the  second 
Bistrictive  Rule^  (on  p.  88,)  so  as  to  insert  "  one  for  every  forty- 
five,"  in  place  of  "  one  for  every  thirty." 

2.  The  Committee  having  duly  considered  the  Memorial  of  the 
Kew-£ngland  Conference  referred  to  them  in  respect  to  Part  I, 
ch.  V,  §  4,  (p.  81,)  of  the  IHscipline,  entitled,  "  Of  the  Band  So- 
cietieSt"  recommend  that  the  said  section  iv  (p.  81}  he  struck  ont, 
and  also  that  the  word  "band,"  or  "bands,"  and  all  allusions 
thereto  be  struck  out  from  everj  other  part  of  the  Discipline. 

8.  The  committee  having  duly  considered  that  part  of  the 
Bishops'  Address  which  relates  to  the  call  of  an  extra  session  of 
the  General  Conference,  recommend  the  insertion  of  the  follow- 
ing, Part  I,  ch.  iii,  sea  ii,  Ans.  2,  in  place  of  our  present  pro- 
vision for  calling  an  extra  session  of  the  (General  Conference: 
"  But  the  general  superintendents,  or  a  minority  of  them,  with  the 
advice  of  two  thirds  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences ;  or,  if  there  be 
no  general  superintendent,  two  thirds  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences, 
shall  have  power  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the  General  Coni^ 
ence,  to  be  oonstituted  in  the  usual  way." 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JoiDr  M'CuHtooK,  Chairman, 

This  report  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

John  M^Clintock,  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
the  Metropolitan  Church,  submitted  a  report  as  follows, 
namely : 

The  oontmittee  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  from  the  trus-  Seport  i^htbtt 
tees  of  the  proposed  Metropolitan  Church  beg  leave  to  report,    to  fte  U^S- 
That  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  enterprise  was  Under-    poUtuObiixob. 
taken  for  a  worthy  object  and  in  flood  faith ;  that  it  was  proposed 
to  erect  a  large  and  attractive  '.*  denominational  Church  edifice" 
in  the  metropolis  of  our  nation,  which  should  be  regarded  as  a 
eonnectional  monument  to  our  bebved  Methodism,  expressive  of 
our  gratitude  to  God  for  the  honor  he  has  vouchsafed  to  confer  on 
ns  in  making  us  the  instruments  of  spreading  Scriptural  holiness 


Ghango  of  the 
nUo  of  B«pre- 
86Dtation  leo- 
ommended. 


Alteration  of 
Restrictlye 
Bale  relatlxiff  to 
the  limit  of  the 
ratio  of  Bepre- 
Bentation  r«o- 
ommended. 

"Band  Socie- 
ties'' and 
*'BandB"tohe 
struok  ont 

Change  roeom- 
mended  in  the 
modeofeaUing 
an  extra  aeesioa 
of  the  General 
Conferenoek 


B^wrt  Ues  on 
thetablooader 
the  rale. 
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Ibj  10, 1866.  80  extensively  through  these  lands ;  that  the  enterprise  reoeiTed 
the  approbation  and  sanction  of  the  General  Conference  of  1852, 
and  that  nearly  all  the  Annual  Conferences  in  the  connection  have 
pledged  assistance  for  its  accomplishment  The  committee  find 
that,  on  application  of  the  trustees,  the  Baltimore  Annual  Confer- 
ence appointed  the  Rev.  Henry  Slicer  agent  to  solicit  funds  in  its 
behalf;  that  he  seryed  in  this  office  two  years ;  and  that  on  a  sec- 
ond application  to  the  same  conference,  the  Rev.  W.  M.  D.  Ryan 
was  appointed  to  the  same  agency ;  that  he  has  served  one  year, 
and  ib  still  employed  as  the  agent  of  the  trustees.  The  result  of 
these  agencies  up  to  this  date  is  as  follows : 

Amount  colleoted  in  cash. $18,600 

Amount  now  due  on  subscription 23,400 

Making  in  all $37,000 

Of  the  funds  collected,  $8,000  have  been  expended  in  the  pur- 
chase of  a  lot,  and  the  remaining  $6,600  have  been  expended  in 
laying  the  foundation. 

in  this  state  of  things,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
honor  of  the  Churoh  is  pledged  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  en- 
terprise ;  and  so  pledged,  that  its  failure  would  subject  the  Church 
to  merited  reproach.  They  further  agree,  that  to  complete  the 
edifice  in  such  a  style  of  architecture,  of  such  dimensions,  and  of 
such  materials  as  the  case  demands,  will  require,  in  addiUon  to 
the  resources  now  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  at  least  $40,000. 

The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

1.  Retolvedy  That  this  General  Conference  recommend  that  a 
collection  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  sum  of  $10,000, 
in  behalf  of  the  Metropolitan  Church,  in  all  the  congregations  of 
our  connection,  between  this  and  the  first  of  July.  1867.. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be,  and  they  are  hereby  requested,  in 
all  the  Conferences  in  which  they  preside  severally, to  take  the  special 
supervision  of  this  enterprise,  urging  the  collections  contemplated, 
and  engaging  the  preachers  to  take  a  practical  and  eflident  Ukr 
terest  in  the  completion  of  the  object  proposed. 

3.  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  connectional  character  of  the 
^            Metropolitan  Church,  it  is  the  judgment  of  this  General  Confer- 
ence, that  the  Bishops,  in  making  appointments,  should  by  trans- 
fer supply  said  6hiuch  with  pastors  successively  from  all  parts 
of  our  work. 

The  committee  further  suggest  the  inquiry,  whether  this  mat- 
ter may  not  be  referred  to  in  the  Pastoral  Address  to  be  iained 
by  this  body  at  its  present  session. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  M'Cu2nx)0K, 
M.  Batmond, 
J.  P.  Dubbin, 
J.  V.  Watsoh, 
£.  Thomson. 

^SewJJto  hS  ^  motion  of  Z.  Phillips,  ihis  report  was  laid  on  the  table 

rf^*^-.  ^  to  be  printed. 

ftom  A.  Leg-  Leroy  Swormstedt,  Agent  of  the  W estem  Book  CJoncera, 

SSm  to  a  be^  presented  a  communication  from  A.  Leggett,  Esq.,  in  rela- 

SfewSf^pii!  tion  to  a  bequest  of  $760,  by  Noble  Melvin,  to  the  Genanl 

£SS  Md  re  (;i^nfe^gn^jQ  ^,f  ti^e  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  be  applied 
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to  the  circulating  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.    The  communica-     Hi7to,iaB& 
tion  having  heen  read,  on  motion  of  J.  Lewis,  it  was  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee  of  five. 

On  motion  of  John  M'CUntock,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted,  namely: 

Meiolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Bevisols  be  instructed  to  in-  Besolntion  con- 
qtdre  whether  any,  and  what  verbal  alterations  or  change  of  ar-     <»"»*"«  ▼«»'J»l 
rangement  in  the  Book  of  Disoipline  be  neoessaiy;  and  to  report    i)£^^ 
to  the  Conference. 

The  list  of  conferences  was  called  for  the  presentation  of   CaiiforpetittonB 

And  nmnofiiba 

petitions  and  memorials,  and  the  following  were  presented 
and  referred,  namely  :  from 

New-York  Conference. — L.  H.  King  presented  a  me-  n«w-To«k- 

morial  from  a  majority  of  the  official  members  of  Duane-  fr^^^^lS^ 

street  Church,  New-York,  remonstrating  against  a  change  pj^fding  bJ 

of  the  Discipline  relating  to  the  Presiding  Eldership ;  and  ReferwS. 

one  from  James  B.  Oakley,  requesting  that  his  name  be  ^^^JJJ^  S^ 

withdrawn  from  the  memorial  sent  to  General  Conference  !«7.o°  **>®  ?®- 

siding    Elder- 
from  the  Duane-street  Church,  on  the  subject  of  a  change  in    "JJ^. 

the  system  of  Presiding  Eldership,  and  after  the  first  me- 
morial was  read,  they  were  hoth  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Itinerancy. 

M.  D'C.  Crawford  presented  a  memorial  from  Eighteenth-  ^^^^ 
street  Church,  New- York,  on  the  Presiding  Eldership,  and  pJSdi^  Su 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  luSSilSi 

Troy  Confebence. — S.  D.  Brown  presented  a  memorial  J"*^^^^^  -^ 
from  the  Preachers'  Meeting  of  Albany,  asking  that  the  Dis-  theorewjhen' 
dpline  be  so  amended  that  the  allowance  to  preachers  be  buy,  relating 
made  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  m  one  sum  under  the  aneo  made^  to 
head  of  Salary,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  wi^ofsaiaix! 
Temporal  Economy.  B«fened. 

New-York  East  Conference. — ^Heman  Bangs  present-  k«w-Yomc 
ed  a  memorial  firom  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  of  Memorua  from 
John-street  Church,  New- York,  on  Boundaries,  and  it  was    ciSS?h^* « 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.  jSStmt^ 

California  Conference. — On  motion  of  J.  D.  Blain,  Oaufosria. 
ihe  memorial  presented  to  the  General  Conference  of  1852,    preaoben  n^ 
from  Isaac  Owen  and  others,  preachers  in  California,  m  &£md!' 
relation  to  the  establishing  of  a  Paper  and  Book  Depository 
m  California,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

Maine  Conference. — On  motion  of  D.  B.  Randall,  so  Uxm. 
much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  a  change  of  the  General  ^SSSrwy.     ^ 
Rule  on  Slavery  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slaveiy,    '**'"'*^ 
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ii»yio,i86^  Black  River. — ^H.  Matdson  presented  a  letter  whicli  he 
Letter  from  J.  ^^  received  from  J.  W.  Oliver,  in  relation  to  the  memorial 
^^^ST''       .from  Duane-street,  presented  by  him  yesterday,  and  it  was 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 
^sESw?  from       ^'  *^'  Phelps  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from  ofr 
^^1^^         <^a1  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on  Syracuse 

District,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 
Wwmv  Va-       Wkstern  VIRGINIA  CONFERENCE. — On  motion  of  James 
jaor&Ai       on  DrummiHid,  so  much  of  the  Journal  of  the  Western  Yirgin- 
^^^  ia  Conference  as  relates  to  the  Erie,  Troy,  Wisconsin,  and 

North  Ohio  resolutions  on  Slaveiy,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Slavery. 
M«aori3*fro!n       PirrsBURGH    CONFERENCE. — ^L    N.   Baird   presented   a 
2?*^*t?*B"I  memorial  from  Pittsburgh,  asking  a  Sunday-school  Advo- 
dA7-«chooi  Ad-  cate  much  cheaper  than  the  present  one,  and  it  was  referred 
Beftrred.  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Bbdb.  Erie  Conference. — S.  Gregg  moved  that  so  much  of 

tsr  xnatten  t«-  the  Bishops'  Address  as  relates  to  the  religious  instruction 
reii^ofl  In!  of  children,  together  with  all  papers  pertaining  to  that  sub- 
^ud^  ^  ject,  which  have  hitherto  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
^'^^  on  Sunday  Schools,  be  withdrawn  from  that  committee  «ad 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals;  but  the  motion  did 
not  prevail.  S.  Gregg  then  moved  that  the  papers  of  the 
character  described  in  the  former  motion,  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  Committee  on  Bevisals,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Sunday  Schools.  This  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Memorial  from  Moses  ELill  presented  a  memorial  from  J.  Howe  in  relation 
BeVerred.'         to  lost  money,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on 

the  Book  Concern. 
MmSS^'   on       Michigan  Conference. — J.  K  Gillet  presented  a  me- 
siaveirfrom  morial  on  Slavery  fix>m  Jonesville,  and  it  was  referred  to 
Bo&nred.  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Beseion  prolong-  On  motion  of  John  A.  CoUins,  Conference  agreed  to  pro- 
^^  long  the  session  to  finish  the  call  for  memorials  and  petitions. 

Momoftoi  r«iat-  RocK  RivER  CONFERENCE. — ^Bishop  Morris  presented  a 
JSnne**  *o?  memorial  from  John  Chandler  and  others,  in  relation  to  the 
2lS[**^uSr*i£  course  of  our  Church  periodicals,  and  the  responsibility  of 
3J^J^*y  ^  their  editors ;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
^*J^  Book  Concern. 

Memorial  frwn  lowA  CONFERENCE. — ^L.  W.  Berry  presented  a  memorial 
Mking  the  re-  from  Mt  Pleasant  Station,  asking  the  return  of  J.  V.  Watson 
Watson  M  ed^  as  editor  of  the  Northwestern  Christian  Advocate,  and  it 
Bdbrxed.  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
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IixiKotB  CoNFBRBNOK. — QooTftQ  Rutledffe  presented  a  ,^y  ^^  ^**- ' 

memorial  from  D.  J.  Snow  m  relation  to  nis  daim  upon  the  Memorial  of  D. 

funds  of  the  Illinois  Conference  during  the  period  of  his  Bebmd.' 
illegal  suspension  and  his  illegal  expulsion^  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

H.  Buck  presented  a  memorial  from  Hudson  Circuit,  Rock  Memorba  from 

River  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  Boundanes,  and  it  was  eait  oa  sonnd- 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.  Bdbned. 

Baltimore  Confbrbnoe. — ^William  Hamilton  presented  BAiTMOMfc 

^   ,  McmorlAl   fram 

a  memorial  from  Baltimore  City  Station  on  the  subject  of  Baltimore  citj 

Boundaries.    Afker  a  motion  to  have  the  memorial  read  was  Boundaries, 
lost,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

John  A.  Collins  presented  a  memorial  from  Westminster  i^oriai  from 

Circuit,  asking  that,  in  the  division  of  the  Conference,  the  aro^'olf^ 

Westminster  Circuit  may  be  placed  in  the  Baltimore  Con-  ^SnS^'^ 

ference;  also  one  from  Cumberland  Station,  remonstrating  ^^^^.  ^™ 

against  the  division  of  Baltimore  Conference  by  the  line  station  on 

indicated  at  its  late  session ;  abo  one  from  Alleghany  Circuit,  Befcrred. 

praying  that  the  Hue  of  division  may  be  so  run  as  to  include  Aii^hanr  g£ 

said  circuit  in  the  Baltimore  Conference,  and  they  were  re-  S!a°     ^^' 

ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.  Befonod. 

Henry  Slicer  presented  two  memorials :  one  from  Exeter-  MemoriaiB    on 
street  Station,  and  the  other  from  Jefferson-street  Station,  from  Exeter- 
Baltimore,  both  praying  that  the  Conference  may  be  divi-  to^S^^S-oei^' 
ded  by  the  line  indicated  at  its  late  session,  and  they  were  ^SSt^ 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Philadelphia  Conference. — ^T.  J.  Thompson  presented  ^^J^'JJf* 

a  memorial  from  Joseph  Cook  on  the  subject  of  the  arranffe-  Joseph    Ckwk 

«•.•••  on       arraoffCH 

ments  for  traveling  circuits,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com*  monta  for 
mittee  on  Temporal  Economy.  onila.  "* 

East  Genesee  Conference. — ^D.  D.  Buck  presented  a  l!!!^tinnn. 
memorial  on  Slavery  from  Wayne  Circuit,  and  it  was  refer-  ^tlJoiy^  tr^ 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  ^'SSSl^^'^^ 

Conference  closed  with  the  benediction  by  Peter  Cartwright  A^joanuowt 

MONDAY  MOENING,  MAT  12, 1856.  m.^  u.  mm. 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Ames  in  the  chair. 
The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  L  N.  Baini, 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  chair  announced  the  followinfi:  committee  oidered  on   Committee   <« 

fm  m  the  oeotiest  of 

Saturday,  on  the  bequest  of  Noble  Mel  vin,  namely :  Thomas    NoWe  jkeiTin. 
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May  12, 186«.  CarltoD,  Joscph  M.  Trimble,  Adam  Poe,  F.  C.  Holliday,  and 
John  Barker. 

B«port  of  the  The  Order  of  the  day,  namely,  reports  from  committees, 

the  Book  Con-  was  taken  up,  and  George  Peck,  Chairman  of  the  Oommittee 

memorfau  of  &  on  the  Book  Ck>ncem,  reported  in  part,  recommending  that 

Whittcn.  ^j^^  matter  set  forth  in  the  memoritd  of  Elijah  Whitten,  wk- 

CMe  referred  to  ing  to  be  released  from  a  debt  to  the  Western  Book  Con- 

the    Western  cem,  contracted  for  the  Union  Tract  Society,  while  he  was 

SbeSti^^  acting  as  agent  for  the  Tract  Society  of  the  Conferences  in 

theirdtocretioiL  ^^^  g^^  of  Indiana,  be  referred  to  the  Agents  of  the  Book 
Concern  at  Cincinnati,  to  be  settled  at  their  discretion ;  and 
the  recommendation  was  on  motion  adopted. 

^ceB^for^^me^  Conferences  were  called  for  the  presentation  of  memorials 

"titt*^*     "»d  and  petitions,  and  tlie  following  were  presented. 

Nbw-Ygbk.  New- York  Conference. — On  motion  of  L.  H.  King,  so 

''to^ppil^SI  much  of  the  Journal  of  the  New- York  Conference  as  relates 

Snforence  **°*  ^^  Supplying  stations  in  one  Conference  with  superannuated 

nuSed^preacb"  P^'^^^chers  of  another  Conference,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 

^other    Sr.  ^'^^  ^°  Episcopacy. 

RrfnSd.  Indiana  Conference. — ^B.  F.  Crary  presented  a  me- 

Indiana.  morial  from  himself  and  others,  in  relation  to  Superannuated 

MemorUl  from  _         ,              ...                 i.iii-,.            v.      i» 

B.    F.   Crwry  Preachers  residmg  out  of  the  bounds  of  their  own  Conferenoe^ 

SSing  to^  80^  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

probers  resi-  ^'  P*  Durbin  presented  an  Address  from  the  French  Meth- 

owS°"*c£3Sj!  o<lwt  Conference  in  France  and  Switzeriand,  which  was  read 

^orred.  ^^^  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions,  with  instruo- 

Addreie    from  tions  to  report  a  Reply  to  the  French  Conference.     [For 

the       French  ...                    j           »-    Vn 

Methodist  Con-  Address,  see  Appendix  H.J 

Referred!  The  following  preamble  and  resolution,  presented  by  K 

report^ ^  K  Pilcher,  were  adopted,  namely: 

PreambTe     and 

JjaiM"**?  T^  Whereas,  it  is  Tery  desirable  to  perpetuate  the  friendlj  lelatiou 

detection    to  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  between  the  British  Weslejan  Connection  and  the 

the       Britteh  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  these  United  States ;  therefoie, 

Weslfrm  Con-  RtiUved,  That,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  Dr.  Haanah, 

Adopted  ^^®  representative  of    the    British    Conference,    this   General 

Conference  elect  two  delegates  to  attend  the  British  ConiEerence 

in  1867,  for  the  purpose  of  bearing  to  them  our  fraternal  salatft- 

Uons. 


the  Book  Ooi*       ^  motion  of  Stephen  Allen,  seconded  by  Geotge  Pnitt» 
©era totnqnire  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

pcdlenoe       of 

dtooonneetinff  Ruolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be,  and  thegr 
Sax«diDa^  hereby  are  instructed  to  consider  the  expedience  of  disoonnectlBg 
toata  iW^Sbe  ^^  ^^  weekly  Church  periodicals  from  the  Book  Concern,  and  de- 
Book  Oonoein.  ToMng  their  management  and  support  upon  those  Conftrenoes 
ibat  mainly  patronize  them. 


Joarnaiofike  Oeneral  CcnfereMe,  1856. 
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Amendment  to 
etrike  '  <mt 
"churchee.^ 

Laid  on  the  t*' 
Ue. 


James  Drummond  moved  the  following  resolation,  second-    *^  ^^  ^®'^- 

ed  by  Gordon  Battelle,  namely  : 

RtMfAvtd,  That  Ihe  Committee  on  ReTisals  be,  and  they  hereby  Shell     P«n<nB 

are  instructed  to  consider  the  expedience  of  striking  out  the  J^e  ChuroTlSe 

words  "or  schools,"  found  in  paragraph  4  of  chap,  iii,  Pajrt  III,  trasteesof  our 

page  177,  of  our  Discipline.  achootef 

D.  D.  Back  moved  an  amendment  to  include  among  the 
words  to  be  struck  from  the  paragraph  alluded  to  in  the  res- 
olution, the  word  "  churches."  On  motion  of  H.  Kinsley,  the 
amendment  was  laid  on  the  table,  after  which  the  resolution 
as  submitted  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  H.  Mattison,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted,  namely : 

Resolved^  That  the  Ckimmittee  on  ReYtsals  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  making  the  following  emendations  in  the 
Discipline :  To  expunge  from  the  list  of  exceptions  to  the  rule  lim- 
iting tho  term  of  ministerial  serrice  in  the  same  charge  to  two 
years,  on  page  41  of  the  Discipline,  the  words,  **  also  the  preacher 
or  preachers  that  may  be  stationed  in  New-Orleans." 

On  motion  of  Hiram  Kinsley,  seconded  by  J.  Flower,  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted,  namely : 

Re$olvtdf  That  the  Committee  on  Rerisals  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  instructed  to  consider  the  expedience  of  striking  out  the  words 
"  bishop,  elder,  deacon,  or  preacher,"  on  page  98  of  the  Discipline, 
in  section  four,  answer  first,  and  inserting  **  preacher  in  charge," 
and  report  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Rerisals  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  instructed  to  consider  the  expedience  of  inserting  the  word 
"annually"  in  the  Discipline  on  page  181,  answer  2,  after  the 
words  "  there  shall  be,"  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion  of  T.  J.  Thompson,  seconded  by  J.  Cunning- 
ham, the  foUowing  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Rerisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expedience  of  so  altering  the  Discipline,  Part  I, 
ehap.  iv,  sec.  11,  Answer  9  to  question  first,  as  to  insert  after  the 
words  **  properly  distinguished,"  the  following  clause :  **  The  num- 
ber of  churches  or  houses  of  worship  in  his  charge,"  so  that  the 
entire  answer  may  read  thus:  "To  take  an  exact  account  of  the 
members  in  society,  and  of  the  probationers  in  their  respective 
drciiits  and  stations,  keeping  the  names  of  all  Local  Elders,  Dea- 
cons, and  Preachers,  properly  distinguished;  thenumber  of  churches 
or  houses  of  worship  in  his  charge,  and  deliyer  in  such  account  to 
the  Annual  Conference,  that  their  number  may  be  printed  in  the 
Minutes." 

On  motion  of  T.  J.  Thompson,  seconded  by  G.  R.  Crooks, 
ihe  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Rerisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expedience  of  striking  out  that  part  of  Section  1  of 
cuap.  iT,  Part  I,  of  the  IHscipline,  which  reads  as  follows : 


Bee^atlon  tctr 
Gommittee  on 
RevlMk  OB 
striking  oat  the 
exceptloD  in 
fiivor  of  preach- 
era  stationed  in 
New-Orleana 


Commlttaa  on 
Kevlaala  In- 
structed to  in- 
quire whettier 
aconaed  mem- 
bers shall  not 
bo  tried  beAnre 
a  preacher  in 
charge  only. 

Committee  on 
Beriaals  to  in- 
qalre  whether 
District  Stew- 
ards shall  meat 
annoally? 


Committee    on 
Bevlaala  to  lo- 

aairo  whether 
lie  number  of 
churches  or 
houses  of  wor- 
ship shall  be 
iDciuded  in  the 
Annual  Btatis- 
ticalBeport. 


CommUtee  on 
Serisalsto  in* 
quire  whether 
preachers  may 
not  be  appoint* 
od  In  the  same 
city  more  than 
four  suoceaslTe 
years. 
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Oommlttee  on 
Ittneraocy  to 
inquire  wheth- 
er ftooeptinff 
dvll  office  ahafl 
disqualify  for 
membership  of 
the  General 
Ck>Dferenoe. 


Ohaiimen  of 
committeeeCto 
oonfer  aa  to 
ttmo  of  meet- 
ia0. 


Oommitteo  on 
BerlsaJa  in- 
strnoted  to  in- 
quire  into  the 
expedience  of 
districting  the 
work  of  the 
Snperlntend- 
enta  every  four 
yeara. 


Committee  on 
Beviaala  to  In- 
qnlre  whether 
Prasiding  Eld- 
en  should  be 
elected  by  the 
Annual  Con- 
ferences eevor- 
ally,  in. 

B«port  of  the 
General  Mis- 
sion Commit- 
tee. 

Bead  and  refer- 
red. 

Cloocd  doori. 


CoBxmittoe    on 
Beviaals  to  In- 

Suire  whether 
lie  men  and 
women  shall  be 
stiU  met  apart 
in  large  aode- 


"  Nor  in  the  sajae  city  more  than  foar  years  in  saooeaaion ;  nor 
retam  him  to  it  after  such  term  of  service  till  he  shall  have  been 
absent  four  years." 

On  motion  of  F.  Hodgaon,  seconded  by  G.  R.  Crooks,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

Betolvedt  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedience  of  adding  to  the 
answer  to  the  question,  Who  shall  compose  tiie  General  Conlbr- 
ence  ?  p.  32,  these  words,  namely :  "  Nevertheless,  should  one  thus 
qualified  accept  of  civil  office,  he  shall  thereby  be  disqualified  for 
a  seat  in  the  General  Conference,  and  the  disqualification  thus  in- 
curred shall  remain  until  removed  by  a  vote  of  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence of  which  he  is  a  member." 

On  motion  of  L.  L.  Knox,  seconded  by  Stephen  Allen,  the 

following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolvedf  That  the  chairmen  of  the  several  standing  committees 
be  requested  to  consult  together,  and,  ao  f ar  as  they  shall  find  it 
practicable,  fix  the  times  for  those  committees  to  meet,  so  that 
they  shall  not  conflict  with  each  other ;  and  to  publish  those  times 
of  meeting  in  the  Ihdly  Christian  Advocate. 

On  motion  of  E.  Thomson,  seconded  by  James  Porter,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted,  by  a  vote  of  68  to  32 : 

Retohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expedience  of  so  altering  the  Discipline  as  to  provide 
for  the  districting  of  the  work  of  the  Superintendents  eveiy  four 
years  in  such  m<»e  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  Itinerant  General 
Superintendency. 

On  motion  of  Heman  Bangs,  seconded  by  J.  M.  Rdd, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy  be  directed 
to  inquire  into  the  expedience  of  having  the  Presiding  Elders 
elected  by  the  several  Annual  Conferences. 

2.  Inquire  whether  the  Presiding  Elders  should  not  be  made  a 
legal  council  to  the  bishops  in  stationing  the  preachers. 

3.  That  should  they  find  the  above  alterations  expedient,  they 
report  a  plan  complete,  to  be  inserted  in  the  Discipline. 

H.  W.  Reed  presented  the  Quadrennial  Report  of  the 
General  Mission  Committee,  and  after  it  was  read  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Missions.  [For  Report,  see  ^iP* 
pendix  S.] 

On  motion  of  W.  Cox,  Conference  determined  to  sit  widi 
closed  doors  on  to-morrow,  to  try  the  appeal  of  Isaac  N. 
M'Abee. 

On  motion  of  B.  M.  Hall,  seconded  by  H.  L.  Starks,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

Retolvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Rerisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expedience  of  the  expunging  fix>m  Discipline  the 
following  words  on  page  59 :  "  To  meet  the  men  and  women  apart, 
in  the  large  societies,  onoe  a  quarter,  wherever  it  is  praotisahle." 
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On  motion  of  Heman  Bangs,  the  Report  of  the  Commit-  ^J  ^*»  ^^m. 
tee   on  Temporal  Economy,  submitted  on  Saturday,  was    n^^onTem- 
taken  up.  SSclii  up.  "^ 

After  some  discussion  Henry  Slicer  moved  to  lay  the  re-  Motion  to  in^ 
port  on  the  table,  but  the  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  59    the  tai>£^ 
to  64.  ^^ 

On  motion  of  £.  Thompson,  a  call  of  Conference  was  Oau  of  ooofcr- 
ordered,  when    137   members   answered   to   their  names, 
whereupon  the  chair  decided  that  there  was  not  a  quorum  ^o^  *  qnorom 
present,  and  that  he  could  entertain  no  motion  except  to  ad- 
journ.   A  motion  was  then  made  by  Henry  Slicer,  that  we  joarn. 
do  now  adjourn,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail.     A  second 
motion  to  adjourn  was  made  by  K  Thompson,  and  was  lost  jonrn. 
by  a  vote  of  62  to  60. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned,  because  there  was  not  A^joonied   ibr 

,  '  want      of      A 

a  quorum  present  qaonira. 

Benediction  by  Dr.  Ryerson. 

TUESDAY  MOENING,  MAY  13,  1856.  i&y  m,  lasi 

Conference  met  this  morning;  Bishop  Waugh  in  the 
chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Israel 
Chamberlayne,  of  the  Oenesee  Conference. 

It  appearing  on  count  that  a  quorum  was  present,  the 
Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  John  A.  Collins,  seconded 
by  James  B.  Finley,  submitted  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  namely : 

Whereas,  the  Discipline  of  the  Methodist  Episoopal  Church  pro-  PrMunble    and 

Tides  that  "at  all  times  when  the  General  Conference  is  met  it  ^f^^^^^J^  ^^ 

shall  toke  two  thirds  of  the  representatiyes  of  all  the  Annual  Con-  ^rn^J^^!^ 

fbrences  to  make  a  quorum  for  transacting  business  f  and  where-  today   morn- 

as  no  quorum  was  present  during  the  session  of  yesterday ;  there-  ins  to  be  nun 

fore,  Mdvoid. 

Rtiolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  in 
General  Conference  assembled.  That  the  proceedings  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Qeneral  Conference  on  yesteiday  morning  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  declared  null  and  void,  and  that  they  be  not  en- 
tered on  the  Journal. 

On  motion  of  I.  N.  Baird  the  foregoing  preamble  and  res-  PrMmbie    and 
olution  were  laid  on  the  table.  on  the  SoJe. 

On  motion  of  Z.  Phillips,  the  Journal  as  read  was  then  ^^1^^     ^ 
approved. 
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M  Jcumal  ^  ik»  Gentrcd  Om^umce^  1859^ 

^SJ^^u  ^  motion  of  John  S.  Pbiter,  the  special  oider  of  the  ivj 

^^y  "^  was  mispended  for  the  pfeseat 

Joint  oommnni-  Z.  Phillips  presented  a  joint  oommunication  from  the 

Book   Axeote  Book  Agents  at  New-Tork  and  OinoinnatL    Theoommunioi- 

ndcin^^S^  tion  was  read,  and  rdmed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 

^^  '^  Concern. 

Gommiiiiintton  The  oha^  presented  a  communication  from  the  Congrega- 

pemtionai  tional  Union  of  England  and  Wales,  which  was  read.    [For 

^d  ^    Md  Address,  see  A]ppendim  J.]   Ailer  which  John  Eennaday,  see- 

*^  onded  by  James  B.  Flnlej,  moved  the  following  resolution ; 


Beaolation  ex-       Rmlved^  That  most  firatemally  reciprocating  the  ChriBtian  sen- 

PK^ef;*^  timents  expressed  in  the  communication  from  the  Congregatioiial 

^Tfllr^'  ^^^^  ^  Bns^d  and  Wales,  this  oommunication  be  pnblished  in 

do^  to  pre^  ^^  Choroh  papers,  and  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 

p«x«  %  reply,  prepare  a  soitable  response  thereto. 

N.  wUfloB'sM^       Nerval  Wilson  moved  as  a  substitute  that  the  communi- 

■tttato  for  the         .       ,  .        ,  ,       ,  .  ,  .  ,  ,         , 

^ij«8oing        cation  be  referred  to  the  bishops,  with  a  request  that  they 
bla  respond  in  a  communication  with  their  signatures  attached. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  the  substitute  was  laid  on  the 
table. 
H.    Msttjaon'fl       H.  Mattison  presented  the  following  substitute,  namely : 

JU$olvedt  That  we  most  cordially  redprooate  the  fhtternal  and 
Cfajristian  sentiments  of  the  Congregational  Union  of  England 
and  Wales,  as  expressed  in  the  communication  to  this  body;  and 
that  a  committee  of  be  appointed  to  report  a  sidtsble  re^onse 
to  the  same. 

Sie  *iln?*t&  '     ^°  motion,  this  substitute  was  also  laid  on  the  table; 

oiigindrwoia-  after  which  the  original  resolution  was  adopted. 

oommnnication       The  chair  presented  a  communication  from  a  Committee 

of  Menken  of  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Sunday  School  Union. 

Bohooi  vSioT      On  motion  of  James  Floy,  it  was  referred  to  the  Con- 

'^•"*^  mittee  on  Sunday  Schools. 

Ii.  &   Jeoobf       The  chair  announced  that  L.  S.  Jaooby,  superintendent 

■ddy  the  of  our  missions  in  Germany,  wished  to  leave  the  seat  of  the 
(Conference  at  an  eariy  period,  and  that,  before  leaving,  he 
desiTed  to  address  the  Conference.  Leave  was  given,  and  he 
addressed  the  Conference  briefly  in  relation  to  Methodism  in 
Germany. 

On  motion  of  J.  Eennaday,  the  following  resolution  waa 
adopted. 

*-     *.  ..M^       jRcfotvcrf,  That  the  ministers  of  the  different  denominatioiis  of 
&  N^'TSl  Christians  in  this  city  be  invited  to  take  seats  within  the  bar  of 
the  Conference; 
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D.  W.  Bristol  presented  a  memorial  from  Dauby  on  Bound*    ic«r  i^  iML 
uies,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.     ^^  ^ 

On  motion  of  William  Cox,  the  special  order  of  the  day,  ^g^f*^ 
to  wit,  the  appeal  of  Isaac  N.  M'Abee,  an  expelled  memlSar  ^gf'iJ^'^Skm 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference,  was  taken  up.  »p- 

On  motion  of  I.  N.  Baird,  Daniel  De  Motte  and  Leyi  i>oorkee|Mn 
Johnson  were  appointed  doorkeepers  during  the  oonsidera* 
tion  of  this  case. 

On  motion  of  PennellCoombe,  the  appeal  was  taken  up;  ^ff^^uiSa 
and  on  further  motion  of  P.  Coombe,  the  appeal  was  ad-  J^"*  '^'^ 
mitted. 

George  W.  Walker  then  stated,  in  behalf  of  the  appellant,  ^^SS'^^^ 
the  ground  of  the  appeal,  namely : 

That  the  testimony  is  insufficient  to  sustain  the  action  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Conference  in  this  case. 

The  Journal  of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference,  setting  forth  'j^  o^J: 
the  chai^ges  and  specifications,  together  with  the  findings    ^^  >«^ 
of  the  Conference,  was  then  read.    After  which,  the  testi-  Tertinumywtd. 
mony  adduced  before  the  Annual  Conference  was  read. 

The  appellant  in  person  then  addressed  the  Conference.  Appdamt    ad- 
Pending  his  argument,  on  motion  of  William  Cox,  Con-    Oonferanoe. 
ference  agreed  to  meet  this  afternoon  at  two  and  a  half   ^IJ"****  ■••■ 
o'clock. 

At  five  minutes  before  twelve  o^clock  A.  M.,  Conference  A^foanuMBt. 
adjourned,  with  the   benediction  by  Rev.  Mr.   Scott,   of 
IreUnd. 

Ttjesday  Aftebnoon. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  Bishop  Morris 
ID  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  E.  H. 
Pilcher,  of  the  Michigan  Conference.     On  motion,  Con-  <M  of  Oonftr- 
ference  ordered  a  call  of  the  roll,  when  it  appeared  that  a    nmptm^L^ 
qQomm  was  present 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  A.  M.  Osbon,  the  case  under  consideration  ^g^^  ^^ 
when  the  Conference  adjourned  was  suspended  for  the  present.    p«Bded  tag  tb^ 

A.  M.  Osbon  presented  a  communication  from  the  Board  (finmoDioiiiQa 
of  Managers  of  the  Tract  Society,  and  it  was  referred  to  Ae  ^^con^^*^ 
Committee  on  the  Tract  Cause. 


ttie  TvMt 


IMbrred. 


On  mod<m  of  Isaae  Parks,  the  appeal  of  IN.  M'Abee  was  SmSdcttv. 
taken  up,  and  the  appellant  resumed  his  defense.    At  the  \±      "^^ 
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"tb^iSkisM    oioae  of  his  plea,  a  motion  was  made  that  Conference  take  % 

reoeee  for  ten  minutes ;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail 
0.  WakeflAid  re-       8.  Wakefield,  havinff  been  desiiraated  for  that  purpose  br 
of  tho  action  of  his  oo-deleffates,  replied  m  defense  of  the  action  of  the  Pitts- 

burgh  Conference. 
^wXt  oioM      ^ootge  W.  Walker  responded  in  behalf  of  the  appellant, 
tbe  pioftdingB.    and  the  pleadings  doaed. 
iMentM     of       On  motion  of  S.  Wakefield,  the  deleirates  of  the  Fittsburah 

Flttsbnrgb  ^^      -  ,    .  ,  -  . 

CtonfereDoo  €x-  Conference  were,  at  their  own  request,  excused  from  voting. 
TotiDff.  On  motion  of  W.  L.  Harris,  A.  Griffith  was,  at  his  own 

ouMd      ft£  request,  excused  from  voting,  inasmuch  as  he  had  been  neoes- 
^*^  sarily  absent  during  the  reading  of  the  greater  part  of  the 

testimony. 

On  motion  of  James  B.  Finley,  seconded  bj  Thomas  B. 

Sargent,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

i^on   of  the       Ri$ohed  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Confereneei 

^^^^       in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  action  of  the  Fitts- 

,  ySSS:  burgh  Conference,  in  the  case  of  Isaao  N.  M'Abee,  by  which  he  was 

expelled  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  be,  and  the  ssms 

IS  hereby  reversed. 

This  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  138  to  16. 
liotton instruct-       Henry  Slicer  moved  that  the  Committee  on  Trials  and 

iBg  GommittM 

on  TrtaiB  and  Appeals  be  instructed  to  report  on  Friday  mominir  next 
port  On  motion  of  W.  H.  Brockway,  the  motion  of  Henrj 

tbeubie.    ^  Slicer  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  resolutions,  presented  by  Asa  J.  Dana,  and 
seconded  by  Charles  Blakeslee,  were,  on  motion  of  John 
Eennaday,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery : 

BMolntion  do-       JU$olvid  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences 

™*^32S  ^  General  Conference  assembled.  That,  as  the  highest  judidsl 

Gtaml    Bole  authority  of  the  Churoh,  we  do  hereby  declare  that  the  true  meaa- 

OB  Slayery.        ing  of  the  item  in  the  General  Rules  concerning  the  buying  sad 

selling  of  men,  women,  &c,  is  to  prohibit  not  only  the  trade  in 

slaves  in  numbers  together,  as  some  interpret  it,  but  the  buying 

or  selling  of  any  individual 

Rtiolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  in 
Qeneral  Conference  assembled.  That  the  following  note  be  ap- 
pended in  the  margin  of  the  page  to  the  said  item  in  the  General 
Rules,  namely :  The  intent  and  purpose  of  this  rule  is  Mlj  to 
forbid  the  purchase  or  sale  of  any  slave  or  slaves,  except  it  be  for 
immediate  liberation ;  and  whoever  buys  or  sells  any  slave,  exospi 
for  this  purpose,  violates  the  rule. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  M.  D^C.  Oraw- 
fordt  seconded  by  £.  Cooke,  namely: 

Bisdhittoa  fix-       Retolvtd,  That  the  election  of  General  Conference  officers,  namely, 
ifJ^^i  H°^  Corresponding  Secretaries,  Editors,  and  Book  Agents,  be  the  order 
ftrttioeleetioiL  ^^  ^^^  ^    f^  Thursday  the  16th  iast.,  immediately  aAsr  tte 
reading  of  the  Journal 
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On  motion  of  William  Cooper,  the  foregoing  leaolution  J*^**'**?^, 

"^    '  o      «:»  BMoluUon  laid 

was  laid  on  the  table.  on  um  tio^ia. 

Peter  Cartwright  presented  two  memorials  in  relation  to  ^sl^J^^^^p^S 

Book  Depository  and  Church  paper  at  St  Louis,  and  they  ^*^^^ 

were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Conoenu  Befened. 

8.  Van  Deusen,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Sunday  *3;^^^^ 

Schools,  presented  a  report  in  part^  and  it  was  laid  on  the  day  Schoota. 

table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  to  u  printed. 

Conference  adjourned  with  singing  the  Doxology,  and  the  A4)oanuniaL 
benediction  by  Bishop  Waugh. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAT  14, 1866.       nvHwi 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  James  B. 
Finley,  of  the  Cincinnati  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  approved. 

The  reports  of  standing  committees  were  called  for. 

Heman  Bangs,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Temporal 
Economy,  presented  a  further  report  in  part,  and  it  was  '^JJJiitJj,^ 
adopted  in  words  following,  to  wit:  ^onT* 

The  Committee  om  Temporal-  Soonomj  beg  leave  to  report  in 
pert: 

1.  On  the  oommnnioation  from  J.  Jepson,  and  also  a  memorial  On  OhQTQh  Ibp 
from  Niagara  Distriet  Preaohen'  Meeting,  respecting  the  Insoranee    "iniioe. 

of  Church  Property,  they  report  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  plan 
inexpedient 

2.  On  the  memorial  of  William  Herr,  asking  the  General  Confer-  On  Kemoriii  of 
enoe  to  establish  an  official  meeting,  with  authoritj  to  fix  and  ap-    J^*  ^1?^^!^ 
portion  the  amount  of  Preachers'  Claims,  they  report  action  on  the    en*  CUdzm 
subject  nnneoessary. 

8.  On  the  memorial  of  Joseph  Cook,  asking  action  requiring  On  Memoilal  «r 

charges  to  ftimish  horses  and  traveling  apparatus  for  the  use  of  S5ti»^^**°*£ 

stationed  preachers,  they  report  that  we  deem  the  proposed  plan  ihdlitlM     t» 

Inexpedient  to  be  adopted  in  the  present  state  of  our  worlu  tntraUng    fU- 

Ma,y  ISth.                                                 H.  Bahos,  Chairmm.  «o^ 

Nonral  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 
presented  a  report,  in  part,  in  words  following,  to  wit : 

The  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy  beg  leaTe  to  report,  that  they  Bepoct  of  the 
have  reoeiTed  memorials  fh>m  Newcastle,  East  Maine  Conference ;    (^mmlttee  <n 
from  Akron  Quarterly  Conference ;  from  Adams,  Black  RiTer  Con-    SSSSST  ^ 
ferenoe ;  from  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  New-HaTen,    Time  oTMliili- 
New-York  East  Conference ;  all  asking  for  an  Extension  of  Minis-     t«rtal  8«nriML 
terial  Term  of  Serrioe,  but  scarce  any  two  of  them  agreeing  as  to 
the  precise  limit ;  some  of  the  petitioners  asking  an  extension  to 
three  years,  others  to  five,  and  yet  others  to  an  indefinite  term. 
All  these  petitioners  collectively  make  scarcely  an  aggregate  of 
one  hundred  names.    We  have  also  had  referred  to  us  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  New-York  Conference,  remonstrating  against  any  ex- 
tension of  time ;  and  likewise  a  memorial  from  the  majority  of  the 
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offiotal  members  of  tiie  Diiane^trMi  Ohaicfa,  New-Tork,  ad^vne  to 

the  proposed  ch&nge.  The  committee  have  given  these  papers  ft 
proper  measure  of  oonsideration,  and  have  arrived  at  the  oonelo- 
sion,  that  the  interests  of  the  Chmeh  do  not  demand,  neither  will 
be  promoted  by  makine  provision  for,  further  extension  of  mini*- 
terial  service.  The  discussions  had  in  committee  have  elicited, 
among  many  others,  the  following  views : 

The  memorialists  in  favor  of  the  change  proposed  are  too  few  in 
number  to  authorize  such  a  vital  modification  in  our  economy ; 
and  only  induce  the  belief^  that  after  an  extended  ditoussion  of 
this  question  through  the  press,  and  by  other  means,  the  great 
mass  both  of  preachers  and  people  give  a  decided  preference  for 
the  two  years'  rule.  The  committee  have  likewise  been  led  to  the 
conclusion,  that  the  arguments  usually  adduced  in  favor  of  an  ax- 
tension  of  ministerial  service,  such  as  the  greater  probable  mental 
improvement  of  the  ministry,  the  more  thorough  acquaintanoe 
with  and  consequent  influence  over  the  congregation,  Ac,  are 
arguments  that  go  more  directly  to  the  advocacy  of  a  settled  min- 
istry in  the  stead  of  our  itinerancy,  than  to  the  extenaioo  of  the 
term  of  service  ftrom  two  to  three  years. 

The  committee,  therefore,  governed  by  these  and  many  other 
considerations,  not  now  necessary  to  name,  strongly  as  they  da- 
sire  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  people,  whether  few  or  many,  find 
themselves  unable  to  coincide  in  sentiment  with  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners,  and  conclude  with  recommending  the  following  icsola- 
tion  for  adoption : 

Resolved,  &c.,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  extend  the 
term  of  ministerial  lervioe  beyond  the  present  assigned  limits  of 
two  years. 

After  the  report  was  read,  John  P.  Dmbin  moved  to 
recommit  the  report,  with  instructioii  to  the  committee  tore- 
port  in  fiivor  of  extending  the  time  of  ministerial  serrice  oa 
drcuits  and  stations  to  three  yean,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Annual  Conferences  severattf. 

James  Drummond  moved  the  previous  question,  but  the 
motion  was  not  sustained.  Thomas  H.  Pearne,  seconded  bj 
John  B.  Merwin,  presented  the  following  substitute  for  the 
motion  of  J.  P.  Durbin,  namely : 


BnbstltQte    fer      JEUfohed,  That  we  recommit  the  report,  with  instrootionB  to  le- 
^  '^  port  in  favor  of  extending  the  time  to  not  more  than  three  years, 
bv  the  consent  of  tike  Annual  Costeenoe,  at  the  request  of  the 
bishop  presiding. 

The  subject  of  debate  was  here  stayed,  the  chair  stating 
that  the  ddegates  from  the  Wesleyan  Ck>nneetion  in  Ganada 
were  about  to  leave  for  home,  and  that  they  desired  to  ad* 
dress  the  Conference  before  their  departure. 

Dr.  Ryerson  and  Rev.  Mr.  Jones  then  addressed  the  Con- 

ttie  qS-  forence  in  reUtion  to  the  Itinerancy  in  Canada,  and  espedally 

concerning  the  extension  of  time  of  ministerial  service  on 

circuits  and  stations  in  Canada ;  first,  from  two  to  three 

years,  and  then  from  three  to  five  years.    At  the  oondonon 
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of  their  ramaifa,  the  matter  under  ooDsideration  wm  re-  Mi^Hias^ 
Biuned. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted,  namely : 

MUtnlvtd,  That  when  wt  a4}o™^«  ^^  a^ioiim  to  meet  in  Wesley  Afternoon  iw- 
Chapel  thi«  afternoon  at  half  past  two  o'olook,  to  hear  a  sermon  Bion  to  be  in 
from  the  ReT.  Dr.  Hannah,  the  repreeentafciTe  of  the  Wesleyan  ?tlS  a**S! 
Gonferenoe  in  Great  Britain.  mon  from  S^ 

Hannah. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  committee  to  reply  to  Committoe    to 

the  Address  of  the  Congregational  Union  of  England  and  aMkm  from 

Wales,  namely :  John  Eennaday,  Francis  Hodgson,  Solomon  ti<mai  i^m^ 

Howard,  Joseph  Brooks,  and  S.  W.  Coggeshall.  wffi""^    '"'* 

On  motion  Conference  adjourned.  A^jonmment. 

Benediction  hy  William  Beddy* 

WSDNESDAT   AlTEBNOOK. 

Conference  met  at  Wesley  Chapel  pursuant  to  adjourn-  Afternoon  sm- 
ment ;  Bishop  Scott  in  the  chair.    The  usual  religious  serv-    (^p«i.   '^ 
ices  were  conducted  hy  John  H.  Power,  of  the  North  Ohio 
Conference. 

The  Journal  of  the  forenoon  was  read  and  approved. 

Conference  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day,  and  BeHgkyus  aerr- 
Bev.  Dr.  Hannah  introduced  the  religious  services  prelimin-  ary  to^  '' 
aiy  to  his  sermon  hy  reading  the  219di  hymn,  commencing,     *°^ 

"  Jeans,  the  name  high  over  all,  l  HTmn. 

In  hell,  or  earth,  or  sky/'  &o. 

After  the  hymn  was  sung.  Dr.  Hannah  led  the  devotions  of  Fnjer. 
the  Conference  in  an  earnest  prayer  to  the  throne  of  Gkace. 

He  then  read  the  sixty-third  chapter  of  the  Prophecy  of  Seriptoro 
Isaiah,  and  also  the  hjnnn,  commencing, 

^  Lord,  if  at  thy  command,  3  Hymn. 

The  word  of  life  we  sow,'*  &o. 

After  this  hymn  was  smig,  Dr.  Hannah  announced  as 
his  text,  "  For  he  hath  made  him  to  he  sin  for  us,  who  knew  Ttet 
no  sin,  that  we  might  he  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in 
him."  2  Cor.  v,  21.    From  this  text  he  delivered  a  deeply 
interesting  and  impressive  sermon  on  ^  The  Method  of  Mim's  b«14««*  ^  sv 
Beoonciliation  with  God.*" 

At  the  dose  of  his  discourse,  he  read  the  140th  hymn ; 
and  after  it  was  sung,  P.  Cartwright,  of  the  Blinois  Confer- 
ence, closed  the  services  with  prayer. 
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liijHiaM  On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  seconded  by  George  Pedc^ 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  unanimpuslj  by  a  n§- 
ing  vote,  namely : 

Setolatlon  of  Retolvedf  by  the  delegates  of  the  seTeral  Annaal  Conferences  in 
^^to  Dr.  General  Conference  assembled,  That  we  hereby  tender  our  cordial 
^^^22t  ^  !  thanks  to  Rev.  Dr.  Hannah  for  his  truly  evangelical  and  able  dis- 
oopy  of  tbe  ser-  course,  deliyered  before  this  body,  and  that  we  respectfully  request 
BMn  ibr  pabli-  a  copy  for  publication,  to  be  included  in  the  catalogue  of  books 
^*^*^'  published  by  authority  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 

Episcopal  Church. 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  following  resolntion 
was  adopted,  namely : 

Bvflolng  aefldon  Resolved,  That  when  we  a4Joum,  we  acyoum  to  meet  at  half 
man^mR^  P^^  scTen  o'clock,  to  hear  a  sermon  from  BeY,  Mr.  Jobson,  of  the 
Mr.Jobson.    '    Wesleyan  Conference  in  Great  Britain. 

A^ionnment         Conference  adjourned  with  singing  the  Doxology,  and  tha 
benediction  by  Bishop  Morris. 

Wednesday  EvsNiKa. 

^*°*"*wS**  Conference  met  at  Wesley  Chapel  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ciuipeL  ment;  Bishop  Simpson  in  the  chair. 

BeUgions  MTvi-  The  usual  religious  sendees  were  conducted  by  Dr.  Ryenon, 
rytopraMbing.  of  the  Canada  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  afternoon  was  read  and  approved. 
The  Conference  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  d^, 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Jobson  introduced  the  services  by  reading  the 
BsriptiiTeieBson.  thirteenth   chapter   of   1st   Corinthians.     He   then  lead 
the  529ih  hymn,  commencing, 

1  Hymn.  "  I  thirst,  thou  wounded  Lamb  of  God, 

To  wash  me  in  thy  cleansing  blood,''  &o. 

^"■J**  After  singing  and  prayer,  he  gave  out  the  588d  hymn, 

commencing : 

IHymn.  •* 0  Ood,  what  offeiing  shall  I  give 

To  thee,  the  Lord  of  earth  and  skies?''  te 

Tnt  Rev.  Mr.  Jobson  then  announced  as  his  text,  Ephesiaiia 

the  third  chapter,  14-21  verses,  inclusive. 
0aitfM*  of  the       His  discourse  was  on  the  ^'  Fullness  of  Christian  Privi- 

MnnoB. 

lege.*'    At  the  conclusion  of  the  sermon  the  520th  hymn 
OMiiniMirfiooi    was  sung,  and  the  services  dosed  with  prayer  by  Mr. 
Jobson. 

On  motion  of  Davis  W.  Clark,  seconded  by  Henxy  Slioer, 


aaOooparw 
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the  fullowing  resolutioD  vas  unanimously  adopted   by  a    ^^^H  18B1 
rising  vote,  namely : 

Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annoal  Oonferenoes  in  Besolation    of 

Ckneral  Conference  assembled,  That  we  tender  to  the  Rot.  Mr.  thanka  ud  a 

Jobsou  our  cordial  thanks  for  his  eloquent  and  able  sermon,  and  ^y^,  ^]^ 

that  we  respectfully  request  a  copy  for  publication.  caUon. 

On  motion  of  D.  W.  Qark,  it  was  ordered  that  the  ^p*~  ^  ^ 

copies  of  both  Dr.  Hannah's  sermon  and  that  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  ^^^^j^g^ 

Jobson  be  given  to  the  editors  at  the  Western  Book  Con-  Coaoem. 
oem  for  publication. 

Conference  adjourned  with  singing  the  Doxology,  and  the  A^oommMt 
benediction  by  Charles  Elliott 

THUKSDAT  MOENENG,  MAT  15,  1856.         ^^^ 

Conference  met  this  morning;  Bishop  Baker  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  James 
Thurston,  of  the  New-Hampshire  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  last  evening  was  read  and  approved. 

O.  V.  Lemon  informed  the  Conference  that  Samuel  C. 
Cooper,  a  delegate  from  the  North  Indiana  Conference,  had, 
in  consequence  of  ill  health,  been  compelled  to  return  home, 
with  no  prospect  of  being  able  to  resume  his  duties  again 
during  the  session;  and  that  J.  H.  Hull,  the  first  reserve 
delegate,  was  present,  and  ought  to  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in 
this  body. 

J.  H.  Hull  then  presented  his  credentialB,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  a  seat  as  a  member  of  the  General  Conference.        ibbM^  ^^^ 

On  motion  of  0.  V.  Lemon,  J.  H.  Hull  was  appointed  to  the 
Committee  on  Episcopacy  instead  of  S.  C.  Cooper.  ^iS2in^ 

On  motion  of  0.  V.  Lemon,  J.  H.  Hull,  at  the  request  of    «>i*«7- 
H.  N.  Barnes,  was  placed  on  the  Committee  on  Revisals.  in    miSSe  on  s^ 
his  stead. 

Heman  Bangs  moved  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion, namely ; 

Whereas  the  Bisdpline  requires  two  thirds  of  all  the  delegatoe 
to  form  a  quorum ;  tiierefore, 

Resolved,  That  no  delegate  be  sent  out  to  preach  at  such  a  distance  ^  ^^  „,»«- 

that  he  cannot  return  on  Monday  morning  in  sufficient  time  to  m^albrSiirai 

meet  the  Conference  at  its  morning  sesdon.  the  8d>bflth. 

John  Eennaday  moved,  as  a  substitute,  That  the  session  Bnbstitate     to 

on  Mondays  commence  at  half  past  2  o'clock  P.  M.,  instead  Mondav^B  aai. 

of  8  o'clock  A.  M.    On  motion  of  James  Drummond,  the  s^doekpFiL 

substitute  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  70  to  66.  ^^i^tad>te^ 


BMohitloii  not 
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rJS^  t^  ^^d       ^^  motioii  of  Asbiuy  Lowrey,  the  original  resolution 
on  the  table,      laid  on  the  table. 

of  J.  M.       On  motion  of  James  H.  Perry,  the  appeal  of  Jonathan 
M.  Snow  was  taken  up. 

By  consent,  W.  H.  Peame,  seconded  by  F.  Hodgson,  pre- 
sented the  following  resolution : 

^!^M*^°  tfa^       J2e«ofe<d,  That  hereafter,  during  the  progress  of  this  Conferenoe, 
tho  sobjeet  of  ^<>  miscellaneous  resolution  or  resolutions  shall  he  reoeired,  nnleaa 
reeolatioDfl  be  the  sulgect  of  the  same  be  named  by  the  mofer. 
announced 
wben  offered. 

Laid^  on    the  Qq  motion  of  Hiram  Kinsley,  this  resolution  was  laid  on 

the  table. 

^iS/2n?""£  ^y  consent,  the  roll  of  Conference  was  called  for  memorial 

tiona.  and  petitions,  and  they  were  presented  as  follows,  namely : 

N.  HAMPMintB.  Nkw-Hampbhirk  Confbrbnck. — ^Richard   S.  Rust  pre- 

Biavery    from  seuted  a  memorial  on  Slavery  firom  the  First  Church,  Qreat 

Gi^  vniSr  '  Falls,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Memorki     on  ^^^^  ThuTston  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from 

§!*7^L.  ^"^  Main-street  Church,  Great  Falls,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 

Main-street,  '  ^ 

G^jfcFaito.  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Tbot.  Trot  Conference. — Henry  L.  Starks  presented  a  me- 

'j^^^   <»  morial  on  Extension  of  Time  of  Ministerial  Servipe  from  Pittft- 

v^     ^^  field  Quarterly  Conference,  and  it  was  r^erred  to  the  Com- 

Beferrej.  mittee  ou  Itinerancy.    He  also  presented  a  memorial  from  the 

LayBepreeent-  BA°i^  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  on  the  subject  of  Lay 

B^enred.  Representation,  both  in  the  Annual  and  General  ConferenceB| 

and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy. 

Mem^i^^  New- York  East  Contbrenob. — James  Floy  presented 

fi^^****from  *  ro^nion*^  froJ^  t^®  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  of  the 

^t^  Place,  First  Place  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Brooklyn,  Long 

Befened.  Island,  on  Extending  the  Time  of  Ministerial  Service,  and  it 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy. 

Califobkll.  California  Conference. — John  D.  Blain  presented  a 

Memorial  from 

Lorenxo  memorial  from  Lorenzo  Waugh,  relating  to  Compenaatioii 

SeteradL  for  Missionary  services,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Commii- 

tee  on  Missions. 
Black  Eivbe.        Blaok  RrvsR  CONFERENCE. — James  Erwin  presented  a 


H^SSSar    on  memorial  from  Lysander  on  the  subject  of  the  IVesidiDg 
toSij^  ^'  Eldership,  and  it  was  referred  to  iheCommitftee  on  the  Itm- 
***^  erancy. 

Memorial  from  Isaac  S.  Bingham  presented  a  memorial  from  ofiBdal 
the  Pre^i^g  members  at  Henderson  on  the  subject  of  the  Presiding  EI- 
Beteed!'^        dership,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Itiner- 


AQoy.    He  also  preBented  a  mraiorial  on  Slavery  from  Lor-  ^  ^  ^^^ 

mine,  and  one  froni  Borne  Diatrict  Preachers'  Convention,  Som*  DisMet 

and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slaveiy.  i^fenvd^' 

Onbida  Comfbrbhos. — Daniel  W.  Bristol  presented  a  ^^^^ 

memorial  on  Slavery  from  Ludlowville,  and  it  was  referred  ^If^Lj^^^*" 

to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  Befemd. 

Elias  Bowen  presented  a  petition  from  Morris  Chapel,  ^,!rii!*Oh!P 

Wyoming  Conference,  relating  to  Boundaries,  and  it  was  ^^55^**^^ 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Obnbseb  Confbrbnoe. — ^Israel  Chamberlayne  presented  Ox 


an  attested  copy  oi  the  Report  on  Slavery  adopted  by  the  port  on  Bbv 

Genesee  Conference  at  its  last  session,  and  it  was  referred  to  iSSuMd. 
the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

MiGHiGAK  Conference. — W.  H.  Brockway  presented  a  JiiSoSI?'    on 

memorial  from  Marengo  Circuit,  praying  that  no  slaveholder  §^]^^J^  ^'^^ 

may  hereafter  be  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Methodist  BobmS. 
Episcopal  Church,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavey. 

Ohio  Conference. — James  M.  Jamison  presented  a  me-  S5Sirw  frma 

morial  from  John  Andry  in  relation  to  Compensation  for  ^^mdf 
Services,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

Joseph  M.  Trimble  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Ohio  Memoriii  on  % 

ooQTse  of  Btnchr 

Conference,  asking  that  a  course  of  study  may  be  prescribed    fat  eaodidates 
for  those  who  may  apply  for  admission  on  trial  in  the  trav-    on  trial  in  tho 
eling  connection,  and  upon  which  course  the  candidate  must    neouonf  ^"^ 
be  examined  before  getting  his  recommendation ;  and  the       ""^^ 
memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy. 

Wisconsin  Conference. — ^P.  S.  Bennett  presented  a  S^'^^Jrt?'* 
memorial  from  Waupun  Circuit  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,    BUtvery    from 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.    He  also  BeferriMi. 
presented  a  memorial  from  Keeder  Smith,  of  Appleton,  com-  ^JJSSl^amtthf 
plaining  of  certain  matters  of  administrafcicm,  and  it  was  re-  Beftmd. 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopa^^. 

L  M.  Leihy  presented  a  memorial  from-Fon  du  Lac,  1'^^'''^  J^ 
south  ward,  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  J^^}^^ 
the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Rock  River  Confbbbnce. — ^Luke  Hitchcock  presented  a  JSSJjrtd'S^mi 
memorial  asking  a  modification  of  the  Presiding  Eldership,  pJIJ^J^  ^ 
from  the  Crete  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference,  and  it  was  re-  ^J£^ 
lerred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy.  He  also  i»e-  Memorial  ftmn 
seated  a  memorial  from  the  same  Quarterly  Conference  on  ^^  ^  ^^' 
the  subject  of  Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  "^^^^"^ 
on  Slavery. 
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Hay  n  18M.  CINCINNATI  CoNrBRBNOE. — ^William  Youtig  presented  a 

Memorial  fh>m  memorial  from  CinciDoati,  praying  for  an  Extension  of  tha 

EztemSon   ^  T\mQ  of  Ministerial  Service,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 

2^^^  mittee  on  the  Itinerancy.     He  also  presented  a  memorial 

iJ?™oriai  from  from  Jamcs  B.  Finley  and  others  in  relation  to  the  Insurance 

and  others  on  of  Church  Property,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Gbaroh  Inaor-  ^  ,  « 

aaee.  Temporal  Economy. 

Memorial  from      Gcorge  W.  Walker  presented  a  memorial  from  members 

Swutt^^^on  0^  *^«  Church  on  Washington  Circuit  in  relation  to  Bound- 
j^;2f*«*       aries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
Memorial  from      J.  W.  Fowble  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Quarterly 

on  the  Prasid-  Conference  and  trustees  of  the  Ninth-street  Church,  Cincin- 

Befcrred?^'^    nati,  ou  the  subject  of  the  Presiding  Eldership,  and  it  was 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy.    He  also  pre- 

Mcmorial  from  ,.  .,-  «  ,  ,.* 

Ninth-rtreet  scuted  a  memorial  from  the  same  source  on  the  subject  of 
of  Time.  Extending  the  Time  of  Ministerial  Service,  and  it  was  referred 

Memorial  on  to  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy.  He  likewise  presented 
SfnOHitreet*"*  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from  the  same  Quarterly  Conference 

Memid.  *°^  trustees,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

BoFTHBABTKWf        SouTHBASTERN  Indiana  Conference. — E.  G.  Wood  pre- 

Memorial  on  seutcd  a  memorial  from  Thomas  M.  Eddy,  Presiding  Elder 
Ei£»  BmiS  of  Indianapolis  District,  and  W.  W.  Snyder,  Pastor  of  the 
duTfrfm  ^tbe  Shelbyville  Station,  praying  that  Mrs.  Eliza  Smith,  widow  of 
h^bLd'^to^  the  late  Rev.  Seth  Smith,  be  released  from  the  debt  due  from 

^J^n^^n-  the  estate  of  her  late  husband  to  the  Western  Book  Concern, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

'j!*w^aiSTO  ^-  ^'  Holliday  presented  a  memorial  from  Rev.  John  W. 
£)m*  MaSit*  Sullivan,  praying  to  be  released  ftom  his  liability  to  pay  icst 
to  p^^  B.  i,  certain  Sunday  School  Advocates,  and  it  was  refeired  to  the 

BeAored.  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

MemoriaT^  on  BALTIMORE  CONFERENCE. — John  A.  CoUins  presented  a  me- 
frSm  ^^''iioat.  °*^"*^  ^^^  Frostburg Circuit,  praying  that,  in  the  division  of 

•^^^  Conference,  said  circuit  may  be  included  in  the  Baltimore  Con- 

ference, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Proteat     from      Thomas  B.  Sargent  presented  a  protest  from  members 

Ofrcoit  of  the  Church  on  Bloomingdale  Circuit,  against  being  set 

off  to  the  Wyoming  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 

<JP7  ^'g{2^®°  Committee  on  Boundaries.    He  also  presented  a  copy  of  a 

^fldaieinisjo.  petition  from  the  same  circuit  in  1852,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Nicw-EirouL3n>.  New-England  Convbrbncb. — L.  R.  Thayer  presented  a 
^%rj   tKm  memorial  on  Slavery  frt>m  Dedham,  and  it  was  referred  to 

^SStSl         the  Committee  on  SUvery. 
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On  motion  of  F.  G.  IBBbbard,  seconded  by  Jonas  Dodge,    MiJiM««. 

the  following  TOBolotion  was  adopted,  namely : 

J2c«o{««(»  That  the  Committee  on  Bevisals  of  iho  Discipline  be,  Besolattoa  »- 
and  they  hereby  are,  instruoted  to  report  some  method  of  Ke vising  |^^  ^or^ 
the  Rituals  of  our  Church.  £taSs  of  So 

On  motion  of  A.  J.  Phelps,  seconded  by  L.  W.  Berry,  the    ^""^ 

following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

JUioVot^  That  the  Committee  on  Keyisals  be  instmctod  to  inqoire  lUiolatlon  in  n- 

into'  the  propriety  of  amending  the  formula  on  Baptism  in  our  J^^^°  i^u  hS^' 

Discipline,  pa«e  110,  bv  striking  out  "  Holy  Catholic  Church,"  and  o^hoiio 

substituting  instead  thereof  something  which  will  not  require  a  Chnrah.** 
note  of  explanation. 

A.  J.  Phelps,  at  his  own  request,  was  excused  from  senr-  Chang*  in  Oom- 

^  *"  xnittM  on  the 

ing  on  the  Committee  on  the  Tract  Cause,  and  P.  D.  Gorrie  Ti»etOMiaflu 
was  appointed  in  his  stead. 

H.  Mattison,  at  his  own  request,  was  excused  from  serving  ^jj,      j^  ^j^,^ 

on  the  Committee  on  Education,  and  P.  D.  Gorrie  was  ap-  "<?«•  «o  m«" 

^       cation. 

pointed  in  his  stead. 

On  motion  of  Nerval  Wilson,  seconded  by  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  oommfttee   on 

the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely  :  n^  whether 

Rtsolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  Oharehes 

inquire  into  the  expedience  of  so  altering  the  Discipline  in  regard  shonld        be 

to  the  Trustees  of  our  Churches,  as  to  constitute  them  members  oni^^Conf 

of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  by  virtue  of  their  office.  £!enoo!. 

On  motion  of  J.  H.  Perry,  the  appeal  of  Jonathan  M.  ^iS^^M 
Snow  was  admitted. 

James  H.  Perry  submitted    the    Mowing    resolution, 

namely : 

Retolvtd  hy  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  in  Besolntkm     In 
(General  Conference  assembled,  That  in  all  cases  of  appeal  from    TtAA^on  ^9^ 
the  action  of  an  Annual  Conference,  the  papers  to  be  used  in  evi-    ^^\!i  ^  ^ 
dence,  and  the  eharges  and  specifications  upon  which  the  appellant    peel  cmt, 
was  tried  in  the  Annual  Conference,  should  be  specifically  referred 
to,  and  definitely  identified  by  the  Journal  of  the  Conference,  and 
signed  by  the  presiding  Bishop  and  Secretary  of  the  Conference ; 
and  that  no  paper  not  so  identified  shall  be  read  in  evidence  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  parties. 

On  motion  of  James  6.  Finley,  the  foregoing  resolution  i^^  <«  <b« 
was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  84  to  45. 

On  proceeding  to  read  the  charges,  specifications,  and  ^^™*°}'  ^ 

findings  of  the  Conference,  it  was  found  that  the  document    the  Becovd. 

containing  the  charges  was  not  so  connected  with  the  Jonr- 

nal  as  to  be  certainly  identified  by  the  Record ;  whereupon, 

on  motion  of  John  Kennaday,  the  following  resolution  was 

adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  in  consequence  of  informali^  in  the  Records  of  Omo  remanded 
the  Wisconsin  Conference,  in  the  case  of  J.  M.  Snow,  the  case  be  *"•>>*'*'*'• 
remanded  to  the  Wisconsin  Cnpference  for  a  new  trial 
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Miyii^  185«.  On  motion  of  Isaac  Parks,  the  Report  of  the  Committee 

OooBldentlon  of  ^  ,                   ...                     •«.         *.«.. 

BeportofCom-  on  Itinerancv,  m  relation  to  an  Extension  of  the  Time  at 

tnaey    reiat-  Mmistenal  SeiTice  on  circuits  and  stations,  which  was  under 

^  ^^SrtaM  consideration  at  the  close  of  the  forenoon's  session  yesterday, 


was  taken  up. 

^aimo^  The  substitute  oflfered  yesterday  morning  by  T.  H.  Peame 

being  before  the  Conference,  on  motion  of  Hiram  Kinsley, 
the  substitute  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "  by 
the  consent  of  the  Annual  Conference  at  the  request  of  the 
bishop  presiding,''  leaving  the  substitute  to  read  thus : 

SA^^B^tato     M       Resolved,  That  we  recommit  the  report,  with  instructions  to  re- 
•mendML  p^^^  ^  faror  of  extending  the  time  to  not  more  than  three  jeani 

\y***^eiS**imd       ^^  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  Conference  resolved  that 
B*7B-  the  vote  on  the  question  be  taken  by  yeas  and  naya. 

Oidiforttiew^       John  S.  Porter  moved  that  the  question  be  now  taken 

nuteined.         without  further  debate,  and  164  members  voting  for  the 
motion,  the  call  for  the  previous  question  was  sustained. 
The  roll  of  Conference  was  then  called,  and  the  vote  was  > 
given  as  follows,  namely : 

Mjm.  Ayee, — ^Baker,  Barnes,  Bennett,  Bingham,  Blain,  Boyd  of 

Northwestern  Indiana,  Bradford,  Bristol,  Brock  way.  Brooks 
of  Cincinnati,  Brown  of  Troy,  Buck  of  East  Genesee,  BnniSi 
Britton,  Carlton,  Chamberlayne,  Coggeshall,  Cooke,  Coombe, 
Cox,  Crews,  Crooks,  Culver,  Dempster,  Dennis,  Disbio, 
Dodge,  Durbin,  Dustin,  Erwin,  Evans,  Farrington,  Floy, 
Fowble,  Gillet,  Gorrie,  Gregg,  Griswold,  Gurley,  Hall, 
Harris,  Hawkins,  Hibbard,  Hill  of  Erie,  Hitchcock,  Hosmer, 
Hoyt,  Hulburd,  Hull,  Eennaday,  Kidder,  King  of  Ver- 
mont, Kingsley  of  Erie,  Kinsley,  Leihy,  Lemon,  Livesey, 
Lowrey,  Mattison,  Merwin,  Moffitt,  Morey,  Nast,  Parks  of 
Troy,  Peame  of  Oregon,  Perry,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Piicher  of 
Michigan,  Raymond,  Reddy,  Reid  of  New-Tork  East,  Re- 
qua,  Rice  of  New-England,  Roberts,  Rust,  Sapp,  Simonds^ 
Starks,  Stanton,  Thayer,  Thompson  of  Northwestern  In- 
diana, Thomson  of  North  Ohio,  Thurston,  Waite,  Watson, 
Watts,  Webster,  Wise,  Witherspoon,  Young  of  dndnnati 
—91. 

If^^  Nays. — ^Allen  of  Maine,   Allyn   of   Southern  Illinoia, 

Baird,  Bannister,  Barker,  Battelle,  Beach,  Berry,  Bewley, 
Blake,  Blakeslee,  Bowen,  Bowers,  Boyd  of  Pittsbuigli, 
Brooks  of  Iowa,  Brouse,  Brown  of  Cincinnati,  Brown  of 
Baltimore,  Brown  of  New-Jersey,  Buok  of  Illinois,  Bur- 
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lingham,  Carpenter,  Cartwright,  Chmngton,  Clark  of  New-  M^i*.  M» 
York,  Clark  of  Wyoming,  Coats,  CoUina  of  Baltimore, 
Collins  of  Michigan,  Connell,  Conrey,  Cooper,  Corrington, 
Crary,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Cunningham,  Dana,  Dimmitt, 
Drummond,  Felch,  Finley,  Flower,  French,  Goheen,  Oraham, 
Griffen  of  New-York,  Oriffin  of  Troy,  Griffith,  Hamilton, 
Haney,  Heath,  Henderson,  Hill  of  Indiana,  Hirst,  Hodgson, 
HoUiday,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Jamison,  Eenney,  King  of 
New-York,  E[ingsley  of  Genesee,  Eisling,  Enoz,  Kuhl,  Lana- 
han,  Lauck,  Lenhart,  Lewis,  Luccock,  M'Coombs,  Marcy, 
Martin  of  Northwestern  Virginia,  Martin  of  Baltimore, 
Monroe,  Morgan,  Mulfinger,  Nichols,  Osbon,  Parks  of 
Oneida,  Peame  of  Wyoming,  Peck,  Pilcher  of  North  Ohio, 
Pilhbiiry,  Poe,  Poisal,  Porter  of  New-England,  Porter  of 
New-Jersey,  Power,  Pratt,  Quigley,  Randall,  Reed  of  Iowa, 
Reese,  Rice  of  New- York,  Robertson,  Ruter,  Rutledge,  San- 
derson, Sargent,  Slicer,  Smith  of  New-Hampshire,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Sommen,  Stallard,  Starr,  Swaim,  Talbot,  Thomp- 
son of  Philadelphia,  Trimble,  Triplett,  Trotter,  Van  Cleve, 
Van  Deusen,  Wakefield,  Walker,  Wallace,  Washburn, 
Wheeler,  Wilmer,  Wilson  of  Baltimore,  Wilson  ai  Erie, 
Wood,  Worthington,  Yocum,  and  Young  of  Ohio — 127. 

JDeelined  voHnp.—Bajigf^l.  aBjagtdidBet 

Absent. — J.  M'Clintock,  in  consequence  of  sidbiess  in  his  *J||^*<^  •*>" 
fiunDy,  1. 

Pending  the  call  of  ayes  and  noes,  a  motion  was  made  8««i<m      pn>- 
by  John  A.  Collins,  that  the  session  be  prolonged  till  final 
action  upon  the  report,  and  the  motion  was  earned. 

The  vote  on  the  substitute  stands,  Yeas,  01 ;  Nays,  127; 
and  the  substitute  was  lost 

J.  P.  Durbin,  with  consent  of  Conference,  withdrew  his  ^Jj^t***^ 
motion  to  recommit  with  instructions.  ina^odona 

WiCdCIXWWD* 

On  motion  of  John  A.  CoHins,  tiie  resolation  contained  in 
the  report  of  tiie  committee,  as  originally  submitted,  was 
adopted  in  words  following,  tiamely : 

Jtfto/Md,  That  His  inezpedisnt  alibis  tloM  to  extend  the  Item  ^Hl"^^_^ 
of  Biinisterial  Serrioe  beyond  the  present  assigned  limits  of  two  ^tptML****^ 
years. 

On  motion  of  John  P.  Darlnn,  4he  whole  leporti  except  Beport,  except  ! 

the  foregoing  resolution,  was  laid  on  the  table.  ^^  '^^^ 

Conference  dosed  with  the  benediction  by  Phineas  Bice.    ^^SmMmt 


So^olook. 
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itojiMSM.  FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  16,  1866. 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Ames  in  the  chair. 
The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Edvard 
Thomson,  of  North  Ohio  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
8«fBion     next       On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  it  was  resolved  that  the 

Mosdaj        to  . 

'   session  on  Monday  next  commence  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  instead  of  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Norval  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 
presented  a  report,  and  it  was  adopted  in  words  following, 
namely : 

Sjmort  <m  th«      The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  beg  leave  to  report  on  the  memorial 

™»<**^     ^   of  D.  J.  Snow,  of  niinoia  Conference,  who  complains,  first,  that 

^jJ^^^'       he  was  located  in  an  illegal  and  informal  manner  by  said  Confer- 

^^  ence,  in  the  year  1848,  and  thereby  compelled  to  engage  in  eecnlar 

bnsiness ;  second,  that  by  an  equally  illegal  process  he,  the  said 

memorialist,  was  expelled  from  the  Conference  and  the  Church  in 

1868,  which  action  ruined  his  business  and  involved  him  in  a  loss 

of  several  thousand  dollars. 

The  above-named  memorialist  prays  that  the  General  Confer- 
ence will  take  measures  to  ascertain  whether,  under  the  constttn- 
tion  of  the  Church,  an  annual  conference  can  legally  suspend  the 
claim  of  a  traveling  elder  upon  the  fUnds  of  the  Church,  and  then 
determine  that  said  suspension  cancels  the  obligation. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  disposition  of  the  case  be- 
longs to  the  Annual  Conference  of  which  the  memorialist  is  a 
member,  and  would  express  their  conviction  that  the  brethren  of 
that  Conference  vrill  do  ample  justice  in  the  case.  The  committee 
request  to  be  released  from  the  Airther  consideration  of  the  me- 
morial. 

On  motion  of  W.  Hamilton,  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Missions  was  taken  up. 
EptoeoiMi    an-       JBaac  Parks  moved,  that  so  much  of  the  report  as  relates 
^fHoT     wm-  ^  Episcopal  authority  in  Africa  be  adopted.     Pending  this 
sidored.  motion,  the  first  resolution  was  read,  when  John  A.  Collins 

Motion        to  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking  out  the  words,  "  and  have 
iSSig  ont^  episcopal  jurisdiction  in  Africa  only." 

Pendmg  the  discussion,  Jolm  S.  Porter,  seconded  by  H. 
'  Mattison,  moved  the  following  resolutions,  as  a  substitute  for 

both  the  resolution  and  amendment  under  consideratioii, 
namely: 

of*  Refohed,  That  in  case  the  Liberia  Annual  Conference  shall  elect 
some  person  to  exercise  the  office  of  a  bishop  among  them,  this 
GenenI  Confftrenoe  authorize  our  bishops,  or  any  one  of  them,  to 

/     ordain  such  person  for  that  purpose. 

^  Resolved,  lliat  should  the  Church  in  Africa  organiae  an  inde- 
pendent Church,  as  contemplated  in  the  preceding  resolution,  it 


Ibnd. 
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4oM  not  follow  that  we  aliaU  ooase  to  foster  aad  help  them  by  our     liej  ^^  UM. 
missionary  funds,  bat  that  we  shall  still  be  at  liberty  to  make  ap- 
]nropriaiions  for  that  work,  so  long  as  they  shall  maintain  the  doo- 
trines  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chnroh. 

When  this  substitute  was  submitted,  Jobn  A.  Collins  Amendinnt 

to    B&rlk0   out 

withdrew  his  amendment  to  strike  out  a  certain  portion  of    withdnwn. 
the  first  resolution  of  the  report 

Minor  Raymond  moved  to  lay  both  the  substitute  and  the  Besoiattoii  Md 
original  resolution  on  the  table.    A  division  of  the  question    laid    oa    the 
being  called  for,  the  vote  was  first  taken  on  laying  the  sub- 
stitute on  the  table,  and  the  motion  was  carried  by  a  vote 
of  108  to  75,  after  which  the  first  resolution  of  the  report 
was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  112  to  67. 

On  motion  of  Henry  Slicer,  the  report,  so  £ur  as  it  relates 
to  Episcopal  authority  in  Africa,  was  taken  up  and  recom- 
mitted. 

Francis  Hodgson  moved  to  take  the  substitute  offered  by  Motkm  to  take 
J.  S.  Porter  from  the  table,  in  order  to  refer  it  to  the  Com-  ^«  sab«atat& 
mittee  on  Missions. 

Barnes  M.  Hall  moved  to  lay  this  motion  on  the  table,  HoUontoUyea 

_. ,  Mi*  1  .  1       «  ,.*!»«  table. 

bat  the  motion  did  not  prevail :  after  which,  the  substitute  Lo«t 

.  J      #       J  Snbsatute     te- 

was  taken  up,  ana  referred.  ken  up  and  t&- 

F.  G.  Hibbard,  seconded  by  A.  Lowrey,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolution,  to  wit : 

Whereatt  in  the  opinion  of  this  Conference,  a  bishop  should  be  Preamble  relat- 
eleoted  to  preside  over  the  Church  in  Africa,  who  shall  reside  la  |j^^/^'g^ 
that  conn  try ;  itrlotiTe  Bnlei 

And,  WhereMt  the  present  mle  of  onr  Discipline  requires  that 
our  General  Superintendents  shall  travel  at  large  through  onr 
work ;  therefore, 

Re»olvedt  That  we  so  far  alter  the  3d  Restrictive  Rule  of  see.  2, 
ans.  5  to  question  1,  page  38,  as  to  add,  '*  nerertheless,  the  Bishop 
of  Africa  shall  not  \k  su^ect  to  this  rule,  but  shall  be  restricted 
in  his  jurisdiction  to  Africa. 

This  preamble  and  resolution  were,  on  motion  of  J.  P.  Preamble    and 

,        ,  1      ^  w.    .  reaoluOoii    re- 

Durbin,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions.  fened. 

On  motion  of  S.  Van  Deusen,  the  residue  of  the  report  of  Beeidne  or  um 
the  committee  was  laid  on  the  table.  the  table.    ^ 

On  motion  of  S.  Van  Deusen,  the  time  of  the  session  was  SjatonproiMig- 
eztended  till  Conference  shall  adjourn  on  motion. 

The  appointments  for  preaching  on  the  coming  Sabbath  '^K^^^JSL. 
were  announced  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Worship.  annonnoed. 

Seymour  Van  Deusen,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Sunday  Schools,  presented  a  report,  and  it  was  adopted  in 
words  following,  to  wit : 

6 
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/W^f  t6t  MK        The  Committee  on  Sandaj  Schoole  beg  leftTe  to  report  father  te 
Bfloort  of  Goiii>   «)|Lr^  • 

d»3^hMS!^'      That  they  hare  had  befim  them  the  siibjeot  of  a  Simday-wAool 

▲doptod.  demonstration  some  time  during  the  session  of  this  body,  and,  after 

oonsultation  with  seyeral  of  the  pastors  and  Sunday-school  snper- 

intendente  in  this  city,  believe  that  such  demonstration  is  botb 

desirable  and  practicable,  and  therefore, 

•  Two    BandAj-       1.  Resolved,  That  two  meetings  be  held  on  Wednesday,  2 1  st  insl, 

r^^  j;^  one  for  cUldren  at  3  o'dodL  P.  M.,  and  another  for  adulU  at  71^ 

CommtttM     to       2.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  be  anthor- 
iied  to  make  all  suitable  arrangements  for  sueh  meetings. 


Be-nlbrred. 


%!^^  ^w^  Bishop  Simpson  presented  a  memorial  from  Samuel  Wil- 
Uunt  relating  liams,  of  Cincinnati,  on  the  subject  of  a  Cheap  Commentaiy 
Oommentarj.  On  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table  in  order 
^le  tobereSd  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^®  "^^^  ^^  Conference  before  it  is  referred  to  a 
befoNKferriDg  committee. 

fttanoriai  ftom      John  P.  Durbin  presented  a  memorial  from  members  of 

on  L!^%pre-  tbe  Chnrch  in  Philadelphia  in  relation  to  Lay  Representation, 

^Sfenoi^         ^^^  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  and 

ordered  to  be  printed. 

Homoria's  from       F.  G.  Hibbard  presented  two  memorials,  one  from  Geneva 

Pit8iding°Eid-  Quarterly  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  the  Presiding  Eider* 

•  Layleifaemiu  ship,  and  One  from  ministers  and  official  members  of  the 

ij^S^  Church  in  Geneva,  on  Lay  Representation,  and  they  were 

both  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 
^S^^^DeUtt!  ^  Bangs  presented  a  memorial  on  Lay  Delegation,  which 
was  on  yesterday  presented  by  H.  L.  Starks,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy ;  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 
A^tonnuMBL  Conference  adjourned  with  the  benediction  by  Bishop 
Ames» 


Mv  n,  1801        SATURDAY  MORNING,  MAY  17, 1856. 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 
The  usual  religious  exercises  were  conducted  by  Pemiell 
Ooombe,  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Peter  Cartwright,  the  regular  order  of  bna- 

ness  was  suspended  for  the  present 

'^eMMtwytoftifw       On  motion  of  Peter  Cartwright^  the  Secretary  was  in- 

tbo  Mttoa,  Ac,  structed  to  furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  the  action  of  this 

■  D.  J.  Snow.      body  on  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Dlinois  Conference 

in  the  case  of  D.  J.  Snow,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  me- 
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morial  of  the  said  Snow,  and  of  the  report  of  the  oommittee    "^^  ^^*  ^^ 
thereon  adopted  by  the  Conference. 

On  motion  of  S.  Van  Deusen,  the  vote  adopting  the  re- 


port of  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools,  relating  to  a  pub-    !^  tdopto 
Uc  demonstration  in  this  city  during  the  session  of  Confer-    2t£ora^!^ 
ence  yesterday,  was  reconsidered.    The  report  was  then    sShSif"'*^ 
amended,  by  striking  out  from  the  first  resolution  the  words 
"Wednesday  the  2l8t  instant,"  and  inserting  "Thursday, 
the  22d  instant ;"  after  which  the  report,  as  amended,  was 
adopted. 

J.  Porter,  seconded  by  J.  P.  Durbin,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing preamble  and  resolution,  and  they  were  adopted,  namely : 

Whtrtat  many  huodreds,  if  not  thousands,  of  our  members  are   fy^ybte    wA 
annually  lost  from  our  Church  b^  not  presenting  their  notes  of     ^S^Mratoc 


oving     firq 
16  ennge 


recommendation  when  they  remove  from  one  circuit  to  another ;     mMiban 
therefore, 

RtMolveii,  That  the  Committee  on  Reyisals  be,  and  hereby  axe, 
instructed  to  inquire  if  some  measure  may  not  be  devised  by  whidi 
this  evil  may  be  remedied. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  J.  Porter,  and 
sijconded  by  Thomas  H.  Peame,  waa  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals,  namely : 

Reiolvid,  That  the  Discipline  be  amended  by  striking  ont  the  Pniwdllon  to 
word  **  up,"  page  29,  in  the  sentence,  '*  By  running  with  patlenee  Sf^  ftooT* 
the  race  which  is  set  up  before  them."  Also,  by  striking  ont,  oerteta  ptaiw^ 
**and  wom-aut  prtachert,*'  page  41,  fifth  line  from  top.  la  Um  ^ImI- 

j>itoei 

J.  Porter,  seconded  by  E.  Thomson,  submitted  the  follow-  *•*■■■**• 
ing  resolution : 

Reaolvtd,  That  the  DisdpUne,  Part  I,  ch.  it,  sec  1,  Ques.  3,  Ans.  8,   Beeolatlon     to 
pace  4 1 ,  immediately  following  the  words,  **  Seminaries  of  learning    ^£^^^1^ 
whieh  are,  or  may  be,  under  our  superintendence,"  be  amended    wpotaSu 
bgr  the  inseriton  of  these  words:  **  Except  also,  in  special  cases,     power  la  wf- 
where  he  shall  judge  that  the  interests  of  the  work  require  it,     ^^  <}•>**• 
he  may  continae  a  preacher  in  the  same  circuit  or  station  the 
third  year,  provided  that  an  annual  oonferenoe,  Toting  on  the  case 
hy  his  request,  shall  recommend  if 

On  motion  of  G.  W.  Walker,  this  resolution  waa  laid  on 
the  table  by  a  vote  of  80  to  65. 

John  P.  Durbin,  seconded  by  James  Porter,  submitted 
the  following  reM>iution,  namely : 

Rt$olv§d,  That  the  foUowiag  be  ineorporated  in  the  IMsdpIine  as 


8d.  "  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Annual  Conference  aannalhr 

to  appoint  a  committee  to  audit  the  aeeooats  of  each  Superintend-  Jourti  of  C 

ant  of  Missions  within  its  bounds,  and  report  to  the  Conferenoe.''  p«taitendMii 

(Pea  DisoipUne,  ch.  iT,  p.  190.)  Jf2^i°^  ^ 


Hub  resolution  waa  referred  to  the  Committee  <m  Befiaals.    vSnSSST  ' 
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Beport  reUttng 
to   Bishop  fbr 
JDiberia. 

Annua]  Oonftr- 
enee   in    Oer- 

Book  Conoen 
in  Qtvnhanj. 

L&ld  on  tbe 
table  under  the 
rale. 


On  motion  of  Peter  Gartwright,  the  r^^ar  order  <£ 
business  was  resumed. 

William  Hamilton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mis- 
sions, presented  a  report  in  relation  to  a  Missionary  Bidioif 
for  Liberia;  also  a  report  in  relation  to  an  Annual  Con- 
ference in  Qermany ;  also  a  report  relating  to  a  Book  Con- 
cern in  Germany ;  and  they  were  laid  on  the  table  one  day, 
under  the  rule,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

William  Hamilton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mis- 
sions, presented  a  further  report,  as  follows,  namely : 


Bepori  of  the 
CoQiinlttee  on 
.  Mlmlona  relat' 
,lng  to  a  dlvla- 
^ion  of  tbe  mla- 
"utonaiy  oreao- 
ization  Into 
Home  and 
Foreign  De- 
pertments. 

Report  relatinfr 
to  Conraa 
Math. 


Report  relating 
to  saperannoft- 
ied     men     In 

,  -IbTeign      mis- 

'.  afons. 


Liberia  Confer- 
enco  to  have 
books  at  the 
•amo  prices  as 

.  our  own  De- 
positories. 

AcUon  of  tbe 
Missionary 

I  Board   In    ap- 
propriating 
runds  to  Meth- 
o^^ist  bodies,  in 
Internal     oor- 

.  re^pondenoe 
with  our 

f.  CQiarch. 


The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leare  to  report  Airther : 

1.  We  hare  considered  the  memorial  from  t&e  New-England 
Conference  as  to  a  diyision  of  the  miseionary  organisation  into 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Missionary  Bocietiee,  and  reoommeiid  thai 
the  snggestion  in  the  memorial  be  not  adopted,  for  the  reason  that,  in 
our  opinion,  it  would  reduce  the  aggregate  receipts,  and  make  an 
nndue  diyision  of  the  receipts  between  the  foreign  and  domestio 
work,  in  fi&vor  of  foreign  missions. 

2.  FuRTHBR. — We  haTe  carefully  considered  the  papers  refer- 
ring to  Conrad  Math,  presented  by  Brother  Crary,  and  find  no 
case  on  which  a  report  can  be  made,  as  no  case  is  stated.*  But  if 
the  papers  are  to  be  superyised  at  all,  they  belong  to  the  Annual 
Conference. 

3.  FuBTBSR. — We  have  duly  considered  the  communication  firom 
the  New-York  East  Conference,  in  reference  to  the  superannuated 
men  whose  health  failed  in  foreign  missions,  and  beg  leate  to 
report  that,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  the  Constitution 
of  the  Missionary  Society,  in  article  fifth,  makes  sufficient  pro- 
vision for  such  cases. 

4.  FuBTHXR. — We  haye  duly  considered  the  request  of  the  Li- 
beria Annual  Conference,  asking  aid  for  their  infknt  Book  Con- 
cern, and  recommend  that  the  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  ftir- 
nish  them  with  books  for  cash,  at  such  prices  as  they  famish 
them  to  our  own  Depositories. 

5.  Further.— We  haye  duly  considered  the  reeommendatioB 
of  the  General  Missionary  Committee  at  its  session  in  1856,  that 
the  Board  obtain  the  formal  sanction  of  the  General  Conferenee 
to  their  construction  of  the  Constitution,  by  yirtue  of  which  th^ 
make  appropriations  to  aid  missions  of  other  Methodist  bodiiea 
which  are  in  firatemal  correspondence  with  the  General  Confer- 
ence, and  recommend  that  we  approre  of  the  aetion  of  the  Gen- 
eral Committee  and  Board  in  the  premises. 

All  of  which  is  respectfolly  submitted. 


■rdeied 
by  Item. 
Gall     Ibr 


Jon-      On  motion  of  F.  0.  Holliday,  Conference  proceeded  to 
^^™  consider  this  report  item  by  item.    Pending  the  discuasion 
Dreviooa  qn^  of  the  first  item,  Thomas  H.  Peame  moved  that  tlie  vote  be 
Hon  snataiMd.  taken  without  further  debate ;  and  this  motion  being  bob- 
'adopted.  **^  tained  by  a  vote  of  more  than  two  thirds,  the  vote  waa 

taken  accordingly,  and  the  item  was  adopted. 
Seeond     tin      ^^  second  item  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  F.  C,  Hoffi- 
day,  it  was  adopted. 
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After  the  third  item  had  been  read,  William  Graham  J|^?*^.^ 

Third  item  Uild 

moved  its  adoption.    Pending  this  motion,  J.  Z.  Nichols    «&tiMtabiiL 
moved  that  the  item  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  motion 
prevailed. 

The  fourth  item  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  F.  C.  Holli-  ^^^2^^.  **^ 
day  it  was  adopted. 

The  fifth  item  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  F.  C.  Holliday  i^tf^ 
it  was  adopted. 

F.  G.  Hibbard,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals, 
presented  a  report  relating  to  the  following  matters,  to  wit: 
changing  the  place  of  holding  an  annual  conference ;  the 
note  on  page  110  of  the  Discipline;  and  the  chapter  on 
Dress.   The  report  was  read,  and  lies  over  under  the  rule. 

Minor  Raymond,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery,  ^^fS^oSaSt 
presented  a  report  in  part,  and  it  was  adopted  as  follows,  to  ^SaSi^^^^ 
wit: 

The  Committee  on  SlaTeijr  1)eg  leave  to  report  in  part : 
That  certain  papers  relating  to  the  Tract  Cause  haye  been  re- 
frrred  to  the  Committee  on  SlaTery ;  thai  they  consider  themselves 
sufficiently  employed  In  considering  the  main  qoeetion  committed 
to  them ;  that  the  same  sulgect  contained  in  said  papers  has  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Tract  Cause ;  and  they  therefore 
ask  that  all  papers  relating  to  the  Tract  Cause  be  referred  to  the 
Xraot  Committee. 

Elias  Bowen,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Bible  ^^^L  ^ 
Cause,  presented  a  report  on  that  subject    After  it  was    ^«        Bibb 
read,  the  resolutions  were  taken  up  in.order  and  acted  upon 
severally. 

The  first  and  second  resolutions  were  read  and  adopted,  vintaiidaaoond 
Pending  the  consideration  of  the  third  resolution,  Hiram    adoptad. 
Kinsley  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  these  words :  ^  but  we    ilmMd    °  the 
do  not  desire  special  agents  to  be  sent  among  us  to  raise    £Su 
collections."    On  motion  of  J.  Z.  Nichols  the  amendment  ^ja^fo^xoKA 

laid     (HI    the 

was  laid  on  the  table.    The  third,  fourth,  and  fifih  resolu-    table. 

,  _  ,  Third,     firartb, 

tions  were  then  adopted.  and  fifth  mi^ 


On  motion  of  H.  Bangs  the  report  was  adopted  as  a 

whole.  wCole  adopted 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  included  in  the  report  Besohitioiia  m 
on  the  Bible  Cause,  and  adopted  by  the  Conference,  namely : 


1.  JUtolved,  That  this  General  Conference  cherishes  the  most 
cordial  and  undiminished  confidence  in  the  American  Bible  Society, 
and  hereby  recommends  the  ministers  and  members  of  Uie 
Methodist  JBpiscopal  Church  to  cooperate  with  it,  and  exert  them- 
selves to  carry  out  its  noble  and  benoTolent  designs. 

2.  Reaaltedj  That  we  highly  approve  of  the  intention  and  effort 
^  the  Board  of  Managers  to  secure  a  systematic  and  thorough 


Uie  Bfliia 

Oeoaei. 
Adopted. 
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■«7  It,  UBl  reezploration  uid  re^opply  of  the  entire  oonntry,  and  that  wa  no* 
4nnmend  our  ministers  and  members  eferjwhere  to  cooperate  ia 
this  woric,  and  help  to  carry  the  plan  into  eifect  in  their  several 
fields  of  labor. 

8.  Resolvtd,  That  inasmuch  as  the  successful  canTing  out  of  thf 
designs  of  the  American  Bible  Society  depends  on  the  efficiency 
of  its  auxiliaries,  we  recommend  all  under  our  charge  to  oooper- 
ate  with  those  auxiliaries,  to  encourage,  strengthen,  and  asaial 
them. 

4.  Retohedf  That  in  declining  all  attempts  or  moTements  to- 
ward a  new  translation  of  the  Bible,  the  Society  is  entitled  to 
our  warmest  thanks,  and  for  its  pains  to  furnish  an  entirely  pure 
and  correct  edition  of  the  Bible  in  our  commonly  reoelTed  English 
Torsion. 

6.  Ruolved,  In  Tiew  of  the  importance  of  this  whole  sulject,  wa 
hereby  recommend  to  each  minister  in  the  connection  to  preadi  at 
least  once  a  year  on  this  sulject,  and  generally  at  the  time  wheft 
he  makes  his  annual  oolleetion  for  the  Bible  oause. 

[For  the  Report  in  full,  see  Appendix  S.] 
ioBeph  HoMkh  While  the  foreffoiDfi:  report*  was  under  eonsideration, 
Ouktewiea  Joseph  Holdich,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Americaa 
Bible  Society,  on  motion  of  Thomas  H.  Peame,  waa  lOTited 
to  address  the  Conference  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  re- 
port ;  whereupon,  in  a  brief  bat  pertinent  addreaa,  he  mgoi 
the  claims  of  the  American  Bible  Society  upon  the  minisby 
and  membeiship  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  the  Secretary  was  inatructed  to 
furnish  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  report  to  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers of  the  American  Bible  Society. 
^niMnnM  »•  Henry  Slicer,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Temper- 
TCBd,  ud  bid  ance,  submitted  a  report,  which  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of 
M.  D^C.  Crawford,  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

H.  Mattison,  seconded  by  A.  J.  Dana,  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  namely : 


D«l».  BtMolvedt  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  Oonferenoe,  it  la 

nte    of   the  not  neeessaiy,  so  fttr  as  our  Annual  Conferences  are  conoeraed* 

^Sa^tT  ^^^  ^  special  General  Delegate  should  be  employed  by  the  Amoi- 

Bocieiy.  ^^^^  g.|^f^  Society  to  lisit  us  at  our  annual  sessions. 

beeptioBfl  to  H.  Bangs  took  exceptions  to  the  introduction  of  this  res- 
tioii  «nS?i!HH  olution  as  an  infraction  of  the  rules  of  order  governing  the 
Conference,  whereupon  Benjamin  Griffen  moved  that  the 
order  of  business  be  suspended,  in  order  to  act  on  the  fore- 
going resolution,  and  the  motion  prevailed ;  after  whidi  a  caU 
<2i  for  ttie  we-  for  the  previous  question,  on  motion  of  William  Cooper, 
■ogSdDed*^  having  been  sustained,  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  resolutbiiy 
Bjj^o^         and  it  was  adopted. 

The  chair  presented  a  memorial  from  the  IVusteea  of  the 
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Qamtt  Biblical  InBtitute,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com-    ^•y"*  ^• 
xoittee  on  Education.    He  also  presented  a  memorial  from    eai  institato. 
Milo  Chamberlain  on   Emancipation,  and  it  was  referred  Memortai     oa 
to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  SS5"*'*^*1St 

The  conferences  were  called  in  order  for  the  presenUtion  ^tS^!^""' 
of  memorials,  petitions,  and  appeals ;  and  they  were  pre-  ^,  *^"^ 
aented  as  follows,  namely :  ^^^ 

New-Hampshire  Conference. — ^Newel  Culver  present-  v.  Hamfshibb. 
ed  a  memorial,  signed  by  himself  and  Charles  N.  Smith,  in    uuSlg'toQiur^ 
relation    to  more   complete   Quarterly  Reports   from   the  s^^^^'^ 
preacher  in  charge,  concerning  persons  received  into  the 
Church  or  dismissed  from  it,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

New- York  CoNFSRSNCB.^6enjamin  Oriffen  presented  a  Vrnw-Ton. 
memorial  from  George  Colei,  on  the  subject  of  publishing  a  ^^^  5S 
Condensed  Commentary  on  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  it  was    SiSS^^'"'^ 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.  Befemd 

Trot  Conference. — H.  L.  Starks  presented  a  memorial  Tbot. 
from  members  of  the  Church  at  Fort  Plain,  praying  that    Fort  Piaia  <m 
the  said  appointment  may  be  transferred  from  the  Oneida 
Conference  to  the  Troy  Conference ;  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

New-York  East  Conference. — John  M.  Reid  presented  k.  Tobx  Same. 
a  memorial  from   members   of  the  Summerfield   Chapel,    siarerj   from 
Brooklyn,  praying  that  the  General  Conference  take  no    ch^ifBra2k- 
action  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  and*it  was  referred  to  the  ^^j^      ' 
Committee  on  Slavery. 

Heman  Bangs  presented  a  memorial  from  members  of    Memorial     m 
Allen-street  Church,  New- York,  requesting  that  no  change    inen^Jtre^T 
should  be  made  in  the  rule  of  Discipline  on  the  subject  of   ^^^^'^'^ 
Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

John  B.  Merwin  presented  five  memorials,  to  wit :  one  MemorUs    m 
from  members  of  the  Forsyth-street  Church,  New- York;    lonyS^bMt! 
one  from  members  of  the  Carlton  Avenue  Church,  Brook-    ^^"pi^dSA^ 
lyn ;  one  from  members  of  the  Padfio-street  Church,  Brook-    JStl    ^^wS 
lyn;  one  from  members  of  the  Dean-street  Church,  Brook-  ^^^Jf** 
lyn;  and  one  from  members  of  the  Fleet-street  Ch^beh, 
Brooklyn ;  all  requesting  that  no  change  be  made  in  the 
mle  of  Discipline  on  the  subject  of  Slavery ;  and  they  wero 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Vermont  CoNrsRSNCK. — ^A.  Webster  presented  a  me-  YnMome.    . 
morial  on  Slavery  from  Danville,  and  it  was  referred  to  the    Drayiiio     «E 
Committee  on  Slavery.  m^      i 
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ifay  IT,  18M.        Black  Rivek  Cokfbrencb; — J.  Erwin  presented  a  memo- 

i^n^rifti'^m  rial  from  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Syracuse^ 
S5!rarton    «?  on  the  Extension  of  Time  of  Ministerial  Service,  and  it  was 

itrfSred.  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

igmorui  from  Jgaac  S.  Bingham  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Quar- 
terly Confer-  terly  Meeting  Conferences  of  Rome  District,  requesting 
iitemtioDs  of   sundry  alteration^  in  the  Discipline,  and  it  was  referred  to 

Beferred.  ^   ^    the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Memori^  nrom  H.  Mattison  presented  a  memorial  on  ihe  Presiding  Elder- 
en    Preeidinff  ship  and  Extension  of  Time  from  West  Winsted,  and  it  was 

Bldenblp  ud        /       ,  ,     ,,      ^^  -^^  t.- 

Bxtension   of  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itmerancy. 
Beferred.  East  Mainb  Confbrehcb. — C.  D.  Pillsbury  presented  a 

Memorii!i''ftora  memorial  on  Slavery  from  Penobscot  Station,  and  it  was 

ISaS^  **  referred  t^  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 
§J5P*^  Erie  Conference. — G.  B.  fiawkins  presented  a  memo- 


^eSd*^  rial  from  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Cleveland 
Extension    of  on  Extension  of  Time,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 

Beferred.  on  Itinerancy.    Also,  on  motion  of  G.  B.  Hawkins,  so  much  of 

ing toe  change  the  memorial  from  Akron,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Com- 


HTnUtoriS        mittee  on  Itinerancy,  as  relates  to  a  preacher's  not  serving 
s^S«d.  more  than  two  years  in  six,  in  the  same  station  or  circuit,  be 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 
SSotW^Soi       ^^^  Genesee  Conference. — F.  G.  Hibbard  presented 
gjWand^Shei-  a  memorial  on  the  Presiding  Eldership  from  Ovid   and 
PTMiding  Eld-  Sheldrake,  and  it  was^  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itin- 
Bdbrred.  erancy.     He  also  presented  a  memorial   from  the  same 

Eztenaion  of  source,   relating  to  an  Extension  of  Time  of  Ministerial 
Beferred.  Service  on  circuits  and  stations,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Revisals. 
]ie^?ua '    on      Michigan  Conferbnoe. — R.  Sapp  presented  a  memo- 
D^pSSa  ^"  ™^  ^°  Slavery  ftom  Du  Plain  Circuit,  and  it  was  referred 
Beferred.  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

SSmoSrSom       ^^^  RrvEB  Conference. — H.  Crews  presented  a  memo- 

bSmSSS!^"  rial  from  Council  Hill  on  Boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to 

5«^^»"ed.  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.     He  also  presented  a  memo- 

Ghicsffo      oa  rial  from  ministers  and  members  of  the  Church  in  Chicago 

Om.      ^       in  relation  to  *'  The  Northwestern  Church  Extension  Society 

^^^^""^  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,"  and  it  was  referred  to 

a  special  committee  of  five, 
ftj^     pro-       On  motion  of  W.  B.  Disbro,  the  tune  of  the  session  was 

extended  till  we  adjourn  on  motion. 
^**™2ou  North  Ohio  Conference. — W.  L.  Harris  presented  the 

Appeal  of  Oliver  Burgess  from  the  decision  of  the  North 
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Ohio  Conference,  by  which  it  convicted  him  of  maladrainis-     '^^'^J''^^ 

.       .       .  ,  .      ,  f  .         I        theorderofthe 

tTRtion,  and  refused  to  pass  his  character,  and  on  motion  the  day  for  Wed-* 

Appeat  was  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  ing  mat 

morning  next,  immediately  after  reading  the  Journal. 

W.  B.  Disbro  presented  a  memorial  from  several  Quarterly  ^jJJIjJJ^^Sv 

Conferences  in  Cleveland  District,  praying  for  the  erection  wct,     asking 

of  a  Western  Reserve  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the    a  Western  E«- 
^  .  T^         ,     .  wrve    ConliBrw 

Committee  on  boundanes.  encc. 

Cincinnati  Confkrbncb. — William  Young  presented  a  ci:<cixATn. 

memorial  from  Edward  Conkling  on  the  subject  of  Lay  ^3i®|25'<53S 

Bepresentation,  and  it  was"  referred  to  the  Committee  on  J"j^«^i{SJ^ 

Itinerancy.  Eeforrod. 

J.  W.  Fowble  presented  a  memorial  on  the  Presiding  Eld-  ^rdSLti'^o" 

ership  from   members  of  the  Church  in  Cincinnati,  and  it  EiderT^***^. 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy.  lUfcrreA 

The  memorial  from  Samuel  Williams,  relating  to  a  cheap  ^g^^^f^  ^«f 

Commentary  on  the  Holy  Scriptures,  presented  by  Bishop  i'*nM,  "^ting 

Simpson  yesterday,  was  taken  from  the  table,  read,  and  re-  Commentacy.  , 
ferreci  to  a  special  committee  of  five. 

Iowa  Conference. — H.  W.  Reed  presented  a  memorial  J?^^- . ,  „ ■ 

,  ,  *  Memorial   flrom 

on  Boundanes  from  Muscatine,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Mns«ftine  on' 

Committee  on  Boundaries.  Seferred. 

Providence  Conference. — Daniel  Wise  presented  three  Pbotiduob. 

memorials  on  Slavery,  one  from  Cochesset  Station,    one  siaverj    tnm 

from  Osterville,  and  one  from  East  )Veymouth,  and  they  terviu!^    aoA 

were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  BStoroT*^*^' 

William  Livesey  presented  three  memorials  on  Slavery,  M«mmii]t    on 

one  from  Wapping  Station,  one  from  Stoughton  Station,.  wVpiTng, 

and  one  from  West  Thompson  Station,  and  they  were  ro-  Weef  Thomp- 

ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  BeSrred. 

A.  H.  Triplett,  seconded  by  John  Morey,  presented  the 
following  resolution,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Trials  and  Appe^s. 

RtBolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferenoes  in  B«0o1atloii    i»- 

General  Conference  asaembled,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Court  hi^  ^  ^^^on  - 

of  Trials  and  Appeals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedienoS  lfo?rf{S^*^ 

of  having  some  rule  inserted  to  arrest  manifest  errors  in  appUca-  instmetlons  to 

lion  of  law  by  Appellate  Courts,  in  taking  advantage  by  legal  th«  Conunlttee 

technicalities,  or  technical  oonstniotion,  in  doing  violence  to  the  ^^  '^^  *^ 

spirit  and  intention  of  role  in  Discipline.  ^W*'^ 


On  motion  of  Thomas  H.  Peame,  seconded  by  S.  W. 
Coggesball,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely :     B4»oiotioii  in- 

stmotfaif    llw 

Buolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Bevisals  be  instructed  to  con-    S!5S{?S  S 

Oder  the  expedience  of  striking  out  the  latter  clause  of  the  an-    ^^  wheOMr 
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lAif  17»186«.  swer  to  queetion  3,  8eoiioii  2,  pa^  43  of  the  DtBcipline ;  also  of 

tfaerestrieUons  amending  the  Discipline  by  striking  out  the  following  clause,  in 

jdatlng  to  the  answer  3,  of  question  3,  seotion  1,  chapter  ir,  psge  41,  namelj: 

S^^     £ld^  "  Provided  also  that,  with  the  ezoeptions  above  named,  he  shaHnoft 

•Dd    Preacher  continue  a  preacher  in  the  same  appointment  more  than  twoyeacB 

<mght  not  to  be  in  six,  nor  in  the  same  city  more  than  four  years  in  succession." 
ttruckoat. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  seconded  by  E.  E.  Griswold,  tlie 

following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

Seeolotlon    Ibr  Rttolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  instructed  to  in* 

«o*^u3«  rt?  V^^''^  whether,  when  any  member  of  an  Annual  Conference  is  em 

hitlngtoSnper-  ployed  on  a  foreign  mission,  and  shall  lose  his  health  while  so 

innnated  £»-  employed,  the  Society  should  not  make  such  prorision  for  his  sap* 

doneries.  port  as  the  Board  of  Managers  shall  judge  necessary. 

On  motion  of  Samuel  Wakefield,  seconded  by  John  Mo^ 
fatt,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely  : 

Betolatlon  re-  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  ReTisals  be,  and  they  are  here- 
aSHf*  y*  Jt°'  ^y  in.'«tructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedience  of  amending  the 
•  MwtiSS        Discipline,  answer   4    to    question   1,  see.  4,  chap,    ix,    l^art  I, 

page  100,  by  adding,  **  which  shaU  have  authority  to  order  a  new 

trial,'* 

On  motion  of  H.  Mattison,  seconded  by  M.  D'C.  Craw- 
ford, the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

SeereUrr  to  tar-       Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  body  be  instructed  to  fumiili 
Bleb  J.  HokUdi  to  Rer.  Joseph  Holdich  a  copy  of  our  action  this  morning  in  reW 
n^Stton  cont  ^\^^  ^  ^^®  °®<^  ^^  General  Delegate  of  the  American  Bible  So- 
oerning  a  Gen-   oiety. 
•ml  Delegate  of 

the  Bible  8o-       Bames  M.  Hall,  seconded  by  E.  6.  Bradford,  moved  the 
following  resolution,  namely : 

Hotlon  to       Rt9olved,  That  the  tenth  rule  of  the  Conference  be  amended  by 

the  substituting  the  word  *'  tubject"  for  the  word  "question." 


tenth  rale. 


Pending  the  consideration  of  this  resolution,  Confereiioe 
A4)oiiram«iit     adjourned. 

Benediction  by  Norval  Wilson. 


UijmBst      MONDAY  AFTEENOON,  MAT  19th,  1866. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  Bishop  Moirii 
in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  L  M. 
Leihy,  of  the  Wisconsin  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  chair  havbg  announced  that  the  honored  repreaent»* 
tives  of  the  British  Wesleyan  Conference  were  about  to  depart, 
take  business  was  suspended,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Hannah  and  Rev.  Mr. 


o^tee^^^  Jobson  in  a  brief  manner  tendered  their  thanks  to  the  Confar- 
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eiice  fer  the  GkriatiaD  kindness  and  comiderfttion  with  which  ^^  ^  ^^^ 
Hiey  had  heen  received,  as  Methodist  preachers,  both  bj  the 
General  Conference  as  a  bodj,  and  hj  its  members  seyer- 
ally,  and  after  most  earnestly  imploring  the  blessing  of  Al- 
mighty God  upon  the  ministry  and  membership  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  praying  that  he  would  pre- 
serve her  iu  her  unity  and  spirituality,  they  bade  the  Con- 
ference an  affectionate  fiirewell. 


Eibhop  Waugh,  for  himself  and  his  colleagues,  and  on  tim  < 
behalf  of  the  General  Conference,  responded  to  the  British    ui    iifiitntM 
delegates,  after  which  the  Conference,  by  a  rising  vote  and    *"*"* 
silent  prayer,  bade  them  adieu. 

Reports  from  standing  committees  being  in  order, 
Norval  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 
submitted  a  report  relating  to  matters  at  Hoboken,  New- 
Jersey,  and  it  was  adopted  in  words  following,  to  wit : 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  to  wHom  was  referred  the  memo-  s^p^rt  of  Uie 

rial  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference  concerning  certain  irregularities  Oommlttee  on 

at  Hoboken,  on  Paterson  District,  of  that  Conference,  beg  leaTe  to  Ittnenuusy  m- 

reoommend  for  adoption  the  following  resolation,  namely :  uw 'tt^VSo^ 

Eesolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  ken,  N«v-J«^ 

in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  the  irregularities  complun-  mj^ 

ed  of  in  Hoboken  are  within  the  jnrisdiction  of  the  authorities,  to  '  ^~' 
whom  the  persons  are  respeotiyely  amenable. 

Norval  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 
submitted  a  report  on  the  subject  of  the  Presiding  Elder- 
ship. 

Barnes  M.  Hall,  seconded  by  H.  Mattison,  moved  the 
following  as  a  substitute  for  the  report,  namely : 


9k 


Add  the  following  to  sec.  11,  page  45,  of  Discipline : 
**  12.  WhencYcr  an  Annual  Conference  shall  request  the  Bishop  to 
give  the  Presiding  Elder  of  one  or  more  of  the  districts  regular  pastor-  ®JI*!!5?Jt  h. 
al  work,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  comply  with  such  request,  and  such  ^tt^^"^  ** 
Presiding  Elders  so  appointed  shall  retain  all  the  powers  and  dis- 
charge all  the  duties  of  other  Presiding  Elders,  only  they  shall 
not  be  required  to  travel  through  their  districts,  except  to  hold 
the  ySrtt  and  fourth  Quarterly  Conferences  in  each  year,  and  to  at- 
tend to  all  ezigenoes  that  may  arise  in  their  districts. 

**The  District  Stewards  shall  estimate  the  necessary  traveling 
expenses  of  such  Presiding  Elder,  and  also  the  compensation  that 
shall  be  allowed  him  for  his  services  as  Presiding  Elder,  and  shall 
assess  the  same  upon  the  several  charges,  according  to  their 
respective  ability.  « 

On  motion  of  Peter  Cartwright,  this  substitute  was  laid  ®J*^^ 
on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  88  to  IB, 

L.  R.  Thayer  moved  that  the  report  lie  on  Ae  table  and  ^^Xmh  ^ 

be  printed,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail  lJU 
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iilSton  V^  Asbury  Lowrey  moved  to  pofttpond  the  forCher  considera- 

pone  tm  to-  tion  of  the  report  till  to-monrow.    This  motion  was  lost  by 

morrow* 

Lett  a  vote  of  80  to  87. 

A4}oaninMBt  On  motion,  Oonferenoe  adjourned. 
Benediction  bj  William  Hamilton. 


lu^^im.  TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAT  90. 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 
The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Arza 
Brown,  of  the  Cincinnati  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
BUM     Bowen       On  motion  of  D.  W.  Bristol,  Elias  Bowen  had  leave  of 
abflenoa.  absence  for  the  remainder  of  the  session  on  account  of  ill 

health. 
Order  of  the  day       On  motion  of  J.  Floy,  the  order  of  the  day  was  snsp^ded, 

and  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  taken  up. 
OonsidorBtionof  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  which  was 
the  Presiding  laid  ou  the  table  by  adjournment  yesterday,  was  taken  up 
flQB^.  ^  '^  and  read,  and  the  discussion  was  resumed.  Pending  the 
Call  for  the  pre-  consideration  of  the  report,  the  previous  question  was  moved, 
not  sustained,  but  was  not  Sustained. 
Motion  to  aHow      J.  Z.  Nichols  moved  that  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy 

the  oommlttee   ,  ,  .     .  .       -        ,  .      , 

to  correct  In-  have  leave  to  correct  certain  inaccuracies  found  in  the  report 

aociuaciea     in  ^ 

tiie  report  W.  B.  Disbro  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  the  report  be 

Motion    to   re-  ..^    , 

commit  recommitted. 

Qnestion  of  During  the  discussion  a  question  of  order  was  submitted, 
as  to  whether  it  is  proper,  on  a  motion  to  recommit,  to  dis- 

^nMSOT^amm)*  ^^^  ^^  merits  of  the  question ;  whereupon  the  chair  de- 
be  disenssed  on  cjded  that  it  was  not  proper  to  enter  into  the  meriU  of  a 

%  moUoD  to  1^  *      ^ 

cQBunit  question  on  a  simple  motion  to  recommit.    No  appeal  was 

^?^«*dSd-  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  decision,  yet  on  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  it 

idonofthe chair  ^as  resolved  that  the  decision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the 

18  the  Jodsment     ,  • 

of  the  donfisr-  judgment  of  this  Conference. 
Motion        to      H.  Banffs  submitted  the  following:  amendment  of  the  sub- 

•mendthesnb-     ...    .  i 

■tttatA  stitute,  namely : 

"That  the  Committee  be  instmcted  so  to  alter  their  report  as 
to  allow  the  Bishop  to  appoint  the  Presiding  Elder  to  the  pastoral 
office  when  he  shail  judge  the  work  may  demand  it" 

^iStouT^t^w  Thomas  H.  Peame  moved  that  the  vote  be  taken  without 
ftuiher  debate,  and  the  motion  was  anstained,  167  voting  in 
the  affirmative. 
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The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  submitted  Jl^^^^ 

mOKWBi  to 

hy  H.  Bangs,  and  it  was  lost,  68  voting  for  it,  and  128  ■m«Ddthenb- 
▼oting  against  it 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  98  to  102,  ^^t  tost'*' 

after  which  the  motion  to  allow  the  committee  to  correct  Cotton  totm- 

net   inaocnriF 

inacearacies  in  their  report  prevailed.  <dM  pnraiia. 

The  committee  then  made  a  change  in  the  clause,  which 
as  reported  read  as  follows,  namely : 

*' There  was  also  referred  to  ns  fiye  (6)  remonstraneee  SAainst 
an  sixoh  changes,  two  tram  Annual  Conferences,  namely :  Maine 
and  New-Tork ;  and  three  (8)  flrom  Qoarterlj  Conferences.'' 

This  clause  was  so  modified  as  to  read  thus : 

**  There  were  also  referred  to  us  fiye  (5)  remonstrances  firom 
Quarterly  Conferences  a^nst  all  such  changes.'' 

The  ayes  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the  report,  as  -^JJ^^  "*^ 
modified  by  the  committee,  was  adopted  by  the  following 
vote: 

Ayes. — ^Allen  of  Southern  Illinois,  Baird,  Bangs,  Barker,  ^^ 
Barnes,  Battelle,  Beach,  Berry,  Bewley,  Blain,  Blake, 
Blakeslee,  Bowers,  Boyd  of  Northwestern  Indiana,  Boyd  of 
Pittsburgh,  Brooks  of  Cincinnati,  Brooks  of  Iowa,  Brouse, 
Brown  of  Cincinnati,  Brown  of  Baltimore,  Brown  of  New- 
Jersey,  Brown  of  Troy,  Buck  of  Illinois,  Burlingham,  Bums, 
Cartwright,  Chivington,  Clark  of  New- York,  Coats,  Col- 
lins of  Baltimore,  Connell,  Conrey,  Cooper,  Corrington,  Cox, 
Craiy,  Crawford,  Crooks,  Cunningham,  Dana,  Dimmitt, 
Drummoud,  Durbin,  Felch,«  Finley,  Flower,  Floy,  French, 
Gohecn,  Gorrie,  Graham,  Gregg,  Griffen  of  New- York,  Grif- 
fin of  Troy,  Griffith,  Gurley,  Hamilton,  Haney,  Harris, 
Hawkins,  Heath,  Henderson,  Hill  of  Indiana,  Hill  of  Erie, 
Hirst,  Hodgson,  HoUiday,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hull,  Jami- 
son, King  of  New- York,  Kingsley  of  Erie,  Kingsley  of  Gen- 
esee, Kinsley,  Kisling,  Kuhl,  Lanahan,  Lauck,  Lemon,  Len 
hart,  Lewis,  Luccock,  M'Combs,  Martin  of  West  Virginia, 
Martin  of  Baltimore,  Monroe,  Morey,  Morgan,  Mulfinger, 
Nast,  Nichols,  Osbon,  Parks  of  Oneida,  Peame  of  Or^(on, 
Peame  of  Wyoming,  Peck,  Perry,  Phillips,  Pilcher  of 
Michigan,  Pilcher  of  North  Ohio,  Poe,  Poisai,  Porter  of 
New-Jersey,  Power,  Pratt,  Quigley,  Reddy,  Reed  of  Iowa, 
Reese,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Ruter,  Rutledge,  Sanderson, 
Sapp,  Sargent,  Slicer,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Summers,  Stallard, 
Starr,  Stonton,  Swaim,  Talbott,  Thompson  of  Philadelphia, 
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m^  s^uw    Trimble,  Triplett,  Trotter,  Van  Cleve,  Van  Deuseo,  Waite, 
Wakefield,  Walker,  Wallace,  Washburn,  Wateon,  Wheeler, 
Wilmer,  Wilson   of  Baltimore,   Wilson   of  Erie,    Wood, 
Wortliington,  Yocum,  and  Young  of  Ohio. — 146. 
*i^  Nays, — Allen  of  Maine,  Baker,  Bannister,  Bennett,  Bing^ 

ham,  Bradford,  Bristol,  Brockway,  Buck  of  East  Geneisee, 
Button,  Carlton,  Carpenter,  Chamberlayne,  Clark  of  Wyo- 
ming, Coggeshall,  Collins  of  Miehigan,  Cook,  Coorobe,  Crews, 
Crowell,  Culver,  Dempster,  Dennis,  Disbro,  Dodge,  Dus- 
tin,  Erwin,  Evans,  Farrington,  Fowble,  Gillet,  Griswold, 
Halt,  Hibbard,  Hitchcock,  Hosmer,  Hoyt»  Hulburd,  Eenna- 
day,  Kenney,  Kidder,  King  of  Vermont,  Knox,  Leihy, 
Livesey,  Lowrey,  Marcy,  Mattison,  Merwin,  Moffatt,  Parks  of 
Troy,  Phelps,  Pillsbury,  Porter  of  New-England,  Randall, 
Raymond,  Reid  of  New- York  East,  Requa,  Rice  of  New- 
England,  Rust,  Simonds,  Smith  of  New-Hampshire,  Starks, 
Thayer,  Thompson  of  Northwestern  Indiana,  Thomson  off 
North  Ohio,  Thurston,  Watts,  Webster,  Wise,  Witherspoon, 
and  Young  of  Cincinnati. — 72. 

M'CIintock  not  voting:  Bowen  and  Rice  of  New-York 
absent 

The  Report,  as  adopted  by  the  foregoing  vote,  is  in  lan- 
guage following,  to  wit : 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  tbey  have  had  ander  consideration  varions  memorials,  pro- 
posing  certain  modifications  of  the  role  of  Discipline  relating  to 
Presiding  Elders. 

They  have  examined  and  duly  considered  these  memorials. 
Twenty-nine  (29)  of  them  were  printed,  and  six  (6)  were  written, 
representing  about  four  hundred  (400)  private  and  official  mem- 
bers of  the  Church. 

They  ask  firtt  that  the  Presiding  Elder  be  appointed  to  a  sta* 
tion  within  the  bounds  of  the  district;  from  which  staUon  he  shall 
receive  his  salary ;  his  traveling  expenses  to  be  borne  by  the  cir- 
cuit or  station,  over  whose  Quarterly  Conference  he  may  be  called 
to  preside. 

If  this  be  not  granted,  then  tecondf  that  each  Annual  Confer- 
ence be  left  to  regulate  its  own  economy  in  regard  to  this  officei 

If  this  be  not  granted,  then  ihird,  that  New-York,  Brooklyn,  aad 
other  large  cities,  be  excepted  from  the  rule  as  it  now  stands. 

If  this  be  not  granted,  then  fourth,  that  such  modificadoni  lM 
made  as  shall  best  meet  the  enia  proposed  by  the  pelitionerB. 

There  were  also  referred  to  us  five  (5)  remonstrances  flrom  Qoar- 
terly  Conferences  against  all  such  changes. 

Also  resolutions  from  the  Wisconsin  Annual  Conference,  llrat 
praying  that  the  office  of  Presiding  Elder  be  elective ;  second,  that 
the  Bishop  be  requested  not  to  appoint  any  brother  to  this  offioe 
who  may  have  served  four  cousecntive  years,  until  an  interval  sf 
two  years  shall  have  elapsed. 

After  due  deliberation,  we  unanimously  propose  for  adoption  the 
IbUowing  preamble  and  resolution,  namely : 
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Whirea*  it  seems  impractioable  to  modify  the  Presiding  Elder-   |liaar  MV  UH* 
ship,  BE  at  present  constituted,  without  impairing  its  usefulness 
and  endangering  the  permanence  of  our  itinerancy ;  therefore, 

Bnolwd^  That  we  recommend  no  chaoge  at  present  in  that  feature 
of  our  economy ;  relying  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  episcopacy  in  se- 
lecting such  incumbents  for  the  office  as  shall  gire  it  the  greatest 
possible  efficiency. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  reported  farther ;  and  the 
Report  was  adopted  as  follows,  namely : 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  beg  lea^e  fVirther  to  report :  That  ^P*'*|2jLS!f*' 

they  have  had  under  consideration  certain  resolutions  referred  to  SfietT'iSldoB 

them,  and  signed  by  H.  Bangs  and  J.  M.  Reid :  First;  proposing  maMng  them  % 

to  have  the  Folding  Elders  elected  by  the  sereral  Annual  Confer-  legal     ooanon 

ences ;  second,  that  the  Presiding  Elders  be  made  a  legal  council  /Si^^!?'''^^ 

to  the  Bishops  in  stationing  the  preachers ;  third,  that  they  report  ^^ 
%  plan  complete,  to  be  inserted  in  the  Discipline. 

The  committee  recommend  for  adoption  the  following,  namely:  The^aiwepro- 

Retolved,  It  is  not  expedient  that  the  changes  proposed  in  the  JJJ^  iBexpe- 
afore-named  resolntions  shall  be  made. 

W.  Reddy  having  voted  with  the  majority  on  the  call  of  Motion  to  «k 
the  ayes  and  nays,  moved  to  reconsider  that  vote,  so  that  npot,  sdoiitod 
the  report  might  be  amended  hy  striking  out  the  word  mya,  to  smim 
*^  nnanimoasly,"  fband  in  the  next  line  but  one  preceding  the    «aiuuiimoiMdy*> 

preamble,  as  it  was  claimed  by  some  members  of  the  com-  

mittee  that  they  did  not  agree  to  the  report;  but  the  motion  ^t^ud^ 
to  reconsider  was,  on  motion  of  F.  O.  Holliday,  laid  on  the    ^^  ^^^ 
table  by  a  vote  of  100  to  64. 

William  Livesey  announced  that  Abel  Stevens,  a  delegate  Abel    8t«T«» 
from  the  Providence  Conference,  and  in  whose  stead  he  had 
been  serving,  had  arrived,  and  that  he,  therefore,  wished  to 
be  excused  from  farther  attendance  on  General  Conference. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  Abel  Stevens  ^Stt2ito»Miit 
presented  his  credentials  as  a  delegate,  and  was  admitted  to 
a  seat  in  this  body,  and  appointed  to  the  Committee  on 
Episcopacy  and  the  Committee  on  Education,  instead  of 
William  Livesey. 

On  motion  of  Peter  Cartwright,  the  regular  order  of  bust-  Orte  ofhMi- 
iiesB  was  suspended  to  hear  a  communication  from  L.  S.  Ja-    to"re2K»» 
coby,  Saperintendent  of  Methodist  Missions  in  G«rmany,    S^iTa^ 
most  respectfully  and  earnestly  requesting  the  General  Con-    ^^' 
ftrenoe  to  act  with  all  convenient  dispatch  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Missions,  in  relation  to  the  intereBts  of 
MeOiodism  in  Germany. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was,  thereupon,  taken  up,  JSZw^mt- 
and  80  much  of  it  as  relates  to  the  organization  of  a  Mission    "       -^^^ 
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Migr  K^  i8iMf    Annual  Conference  in  Germany  was  adopted  as  followsy 
namely : 
The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  further  to  report, 

eennanMbdon  After  examining  the  grounds  of  the  request  of  our  brethren  in 
Oo^^nca  or-  Germany  for  being  organized  into  a  Mission  Annual  Conference, 
"^  we  are  satisfied  that  in  order  to  train  up  properly  the  young  men 

whom  the  Lord  has  raised  up,  and  may  raise  up  in  Qermany  for 
the  ministry,  to  regularly  receive  them  on  trial  and  into  full  con- 
nection, to  elect  candidates  to  deacon's  and  elder's  orders,  and  im 
order  that  the  superintendent  might  hare  the  benefit  of  authoriied 
advice  from  his  co-laborers,  our  mission  work  ought  to  be  organ- 
ized as  a  Mission  Annual  Conference.  We  recommend  this  Uie 
more  cheerfully,  as  it  will  not  necessarily  involve  the  expense  of 
regular  episcopal  visitations.    Therefore, 

1.  Reiolved^  That  the  German  Missionaries  of  the  Methodist  Spis- 
oopal  Churoh  in  Germany,  and  in  that  part  of  France  and  Swit- 
zerland where  the  German  language  is  spoken,  be  organized  as  a 
Mission  Annual  Conference. 
Bbhop  rcqttMt-       2.  Retolved^  That  one  of  our  bishops  be  requested  to  hold  the 
•dtovWtGer-  Mission  Conference  in  Germany,  when  it  is  deemed  neoessazy  by 
jj««7,lfne«».   the  Episcopal  Board.  ' 


R«poit  reuung      The  repoft  of  the  Committee  on  Missions,  in  relation  to  a 

to  a  Book  God-    ^     ,     ^  ,      ^.  ,  ,  .  * 

oflTB  in  Gtf-  Book  Concern  in  Germany,  was  read,  and  on  motion  (h 
£!mA  to  Thomas  Carlton,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
^e°B^k  Con^  Book  Concem,  with  instructions  to  consider  it  at  the  first 
^^^  meeting  hereafter,  and  to  report  upon  it  as  early  as  prac- 

ticable. 
B«port  rd^M       The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions,  in  relation  to 
Mttiority     la  Episcopal  authority  in  Liberia,  was  read ;  and  C.  W.  Rater 
moved  that  it  be  adopted. 

SmoIqUom  to       Georgre  W.  Walker  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  coo- 
bo   oontidered     ..       ,         ,  ,  .     .  ,    ,  .,    , 

in  their  order,    sidered  and  acted  upon  eertatim^  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

''l^S^tbeflnt  '^^^  ^^  resolution  having  been  read,  M.  Dustin  moved 
reeoiution.  to  amend  the  article,  by  adding  "or  Superintendent"  after 
the  word  Bishop. 

B^^^  ^  ^'  ^'  3^™<^°<^^  proposed  a  substitute  for  the  propoaed 
amend  offlond.  amendment,  to  be  inserted  after  the  word  "  Superintendent^** 
as  follows :  But  may  appoint  a  Missionary  Superintendent, 
who  shall  exercise  the  office  of  Bishop  in  his  particular 
mission  field  for  eight  yean,  or  for  such  time  as  the  General 
Conference  may  direct. 

Snbsiitate  itfd  On  motiou  of  William  Hamilton,  the  substitnte  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

<yfof*h<rnro-       M.  Raymond  moved  that  the  question  be  taken  withoai 

aotsnrtidned.    further  debate,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

^jMmTiosL  *^'       A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  but  the  motion  was  loal. 
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On  motion  ofW.  H.  Pearae,  the  time  of  the  sesaon  was     May  90,18B6. 

,  ,  BeHdon       pro- 

prolonged.  longed. 

On  motion  of  W.  H.  Brockway,  the  order  of  the  day  was  ud'^Q  ^  tSe 
laid  on  the  table;  and  the  conferences  were  called  in  order  ^u^^^^J^ 
for  petitions  and  memorials,  and  to  reodye  resolutions.  w^^tSt 

Naw-YoBK  CoKFSRXKcs.— -Benjamin  Griffen  presented  a  ^^^^ 
remonstrance  from   Monisania  against  being  transferred  Bemoutnnee 
from  the  New-Tork  to  the  New-York  East  Conference,  and    iite°!igBiiitt  be- 
lt was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.  ^  ^^'"n^ 

Naw-YoRK  East  Confkrxvox. — John  B.  Merwin  pre-  fc^J?**^^' 
sented  a  memorial  from  members  of  the  Church  in  Wil-  §|'yc«x  saot. 
liamsbmgh,  requesting  that  no  action  be  taken  on  the  sub-  ^^^m^i^S 
ject  of  Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ^^^  "JJ 
Shivery,  ^gj^ 

Mains. — ^D.  B.  Randall  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  Mains. 
from  Gardiner  Station,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee    suyery    fttxm 

rti  Gardiner, 

on  Slavery.  Beferred. 

Black  River  Confxrsnob. — On  motion  of  A.  J.  Phdps,  Blaok  bitee. 

*       JooximI  OB  ap* 

SO  much  of  the  Journal  of  Black  River  Conference  as  con-  propriauoiu  of 

tains  resolutions  praying  General  Conference  not  to  make  money, 
such  appropnations  of  missionary  money  as  m  any  wise  to 
promote  Slavery,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

He  also  presented  the  quadrennial  report  of  the  Publishing  Beport  of  the 

Committee  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate,  and  it  was  oommitSI  or 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.     [For  ^totua^A^^ 

Report,  see  Appendix  T.]  ^^^ 

Okeida  Confbrbnce. — ^D.  W.  Bristol  presented  a  memo-  Oxhda. 

rial  on  the  Presiding  Eldership  from  Ithaca  Station,  and  it  iSeea  on  the 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy.  enhip.'^' 

Charles  Starr  presented  two  memorials :  one  from  Smyrna  u^SSSi    on 

and  one  from  New-Beriin,  both  relating  to  Slavery,  and  sm^  ^23 

they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  iSSSSl'^^* 

East  Genesee  Conference. — D.  D.  Buck  presented  a  Ka»t  GimBun. 

memorial  on  the  Presiding  Eldership  from  the  First  M.  R  Bimire  on  the 

Church,  Elmira,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ership.  ^      ' 

Itinerancy.  "^^ 

Genesee  Conferbnoe.— I.  C.  Kingsley  presented  a  me-  ^^^^^  ^^ 

morial  on  Slavery  from  West  Carlton  Qrcuit,  and  it  was  re-  jSg*]^^**"- 

ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  WBooNsnr. 

r>i  'v^    !f«     «  llemorlel       on 

Wisconsin  Conference. — E.  Cooke  presented  a  memo-    sieTery   ft«m 
rial  on  Slavery  from  Madison,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  BeSSn^ 
Committee  on  Slavery.    He  also  presented  a  memorial  from    - 
Madisoiif  asking  for  some  changes  in  the  Discipline,  and  H 
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]i^r9^i86i  y/ffj^  referred  to  ihe  Cknmnittee  on  Revisals;  also  amemoiial 
Memorijd  from  Oil  Boundaries  from  M.  Himebaugh,  and  it  was  referred  to 

on  BouniSriS  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

io^cRliYn.  Rock  Rivbr  Gokfbbsnos. — ^B.  Hanej  presented  a  me- 
^!X^ds^m  morial  froip  J.  J.  Hedstrom  in  relation  to  a  religious  Paper 

the*  ^wedii^  ^^  ^^  Swedish  language,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
^^S^         mittee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
M«mori2"frOTi       North  Ohio  Conferenck. — ^Heniy  K  Pilcher  presented 

Dekwuo  Dto-  a  memorial  from  the  charges  within  Delaware  District  on 

tiict    on    B^  '^ 

bu>tinn.  the  subject  of  Re-baptism ;  also  a  memorial  on  the  Bethel 

Memorial  on  CRUso  from  the  Maumee  District  Ministerial  Association,  and 
from  Maamee  they  wore  both  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals.  He 
£^^  also  presented  a  memorial  from  Chesterville  Circuit  on  the 

^^l^jjjjju^"  subject  of  Periodicals,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
^^^odicdi.    on  the  Book  Concern. 

^Hl^M^Shalfo  ^  Thomson  presented  a  memorial  from  H.  M.  Shaffer  in 
on  gS*  ***^  relation  to  the  claims  of  Superannuated  Preachers,  dpc,  and 
•^AFtttixibtn,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 
Soirraxur  ilu-  SOUTHERN  ILLINOIS  CONFERENCE. — J.  Van  Clevo  present- 
Memorial  from  ed  a  memorial  from  preachers  and  members  of  Mount  Carmel 
on^^Book  Do-  District,  relating  to  a  Book  Depository  and  Paper  at  St  Louis, 
j^toTf  St  St  ^^^  .^  ^^g  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
§J^^  Missouri  Conference. — J.  H.  Hopkins  presented  a  me- 

^bSSS^SL  b^  morial  from  Selma  Circuit,  relating  to  a  Book  Depoeitoiy 
22*°*'ir^*  8t  *°^  Paper  at  St  Louis,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
J^^^  on  the  Book  Concern. 

FHiLiLDKLPiiiA.  PHILADELPHIA  CONFERENCE. — J.  P.  Durbiu  presented  a 
LafBepraent-  memorial  from  Philadelphia  on  the  subject  of  Lay  Repre- 
Befened.  sentation,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Ccnnmittee  on  Itiner 

ancy. 
M^^o^"'^      New-Enqland  Conference.— L.  R.  Thayer  presented  a 
•^^bf  Boe-  i3iemorial  from  Hedding  Church,  Boston,  on  the  subject  of 
ton,  on  siaT-  Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 
%ovroiaroa.  Providbnob  Confeeencb. — S.  W.  Coggeshall  presented 

^^iT^  tm  *  "^^™^"*^  ^^  Mystic  Bridge  on  Slavery,  and  it  was  re- 
ifi^tte  Bridga  ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 
Oommnnieatioa      Bishop  Janos  presented  a  communication  from  William 
mons.  *      '  Simmons,  and  it  was  ref^rrred  to  the  Committee  on  Itin^- 

ancy. 
iiaTitation  totbe      A  communication  was  recdved  from  Noyes  Spicer,  Seoe* 
Se  *&ding  tary  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Young  Men^  Chria- 
Tonng  Hen's  tian  Association,  inviting  the  members  of  the  Conference  to 
'Ohrto  Ml  As*  ^^  privil^;es  of  the  Beading  JRoomi  of  the  AsaociatioBL 


Journal  of  the  General  Confarena^  1856.  99 

On  motion  of  J.  P.  Durbin,  ihe  thanks  of  this  body  were    M«yMii»* 
tendered  to  the  Boaid  of  Managers  f(»r  their  courtesy,  and    oepted. 
their  invitation  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  W.  H.  Brockway,  seconded  by  J.  M.  Jami- 
aon,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

ReMolved,  That  hereafter  dnxing  the  present  session  of  the  (^mmlttee    on 

General  Conference,  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Worship  be  instruct-  SSd  tutni^ 
ed  not  to  appoint  more  than  twenty-fiyo  members  of  this  Confer- 
ence to  preiu^  out  of  this  city,  or  its  immediate  Ticinitj. 

J.  S.  Porter,  seconded  by  L.  H.  King,  presented  the  follow- 
ing, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy. 

Page  41,  Part  I,  chapter  ir,  answer  3  to  question  3, 6  lines  from  ^rtSli"^Si»r^ 

the  bottom.    Nor  shall  he  appoint  any  member  of  an  Annual  Con-  preiMM  nu^ 

ference  to  the  pastoral  charge  of  a  circuit  or  station  within  the  not  be  statlon- 

bouuds  of  another  oonference,  without  constituting  him  a  member  ''  '"*  ^  *''* 
of  the  Conference  within  which  he  has  his  field  of  labor. 


•d  oat  of  Us 
own 


On  motion  of  0.  Kingsley,  seconded  by  M.  Hill,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

BiBolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Reyisals  be  directed  to  consider  JBtMolutlon    r»- 

the  propriety  of  so  amending  the  Discipline,  Part  I,  chapter  ix,  j^°*!j*  ^ 

section  4,  question  1,  answer  1,  page  98,  as  to  provide  for  a  record  Snot2       o? 

of  the  minutes  in  case  of  the  trial  of  our  members.  tilaia. 

S.  Gregg,  seconded  by  G.  B.  Hawkins,  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  namely : 

Rnolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Rerisals  be,  and  hereby  are,  in.  BMolntton     to 

structed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  altering  the  Discipline,  ^'^'^  <^  reflutl 

chapter  ix,  section  4,  page  99,  answer  2,  so  as  to  make  a  refiutd  to  ^n«ToiSPS 

mtpport  the  benevoUnt  inititutiotu  of  the  Cfnireh,  an  offense  requiring  stitutlons       s 

the  same  disciplina^  treatment  as  other  defects  in  Christian  matter  of  com- 

character  there  described,  and  report  to  this  Conference.  plaint 

This  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table.  Laid    on    the 

Israel  Chamberiayne,  seconded  by  J.  M^Glintock,  moved  ^^ 
the  following  resolution,  namely: 

JifS0lMd,Thatit  shaU  not  be  in  order  to  reoeiTe  petitions  and  ^^^^  £ 

memorials  after  the  session  of  Monday  next  notion     cf 


This  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table.  ^^  *^    **• 

W.  B.  Disbro  moved  the  following  resoluUon,  namely: 

Ruolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  be  instraeted  to  B«whitkoa  to 
conform  the  lines  of  oonferenoes  to  the  line  of  states  as  fiur  as  S^^!?HBiHte 
practicable.  StT^ 

JM 

Hiis  resolution  was  laid  on  the  taUe. 

On  motion  of  W.  H.  Feame,  seconded  by  J,  Eeniiiiday, 

the  Mowing  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 
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Uomorkls     on 
LayDdegfttion 
to  bo  referred 
to  •  select  com-    of  fire, 
mlttee. 


Ruohed,  ThAt  all  petitioxis  and  memoriaUi  presented  to  tUs 
body,  on  the  snbject  of  Lay  Representation  in  onr  Ohnroh,  be  re- 
ferred from  the  Committee  on  Itinerant  to  a  speeial  eommittee 


Cominittee  on 
Minions  in- 
structed to  re- 
port the  sppro- 
prlations  to 
Kentucky,  Mi»- 
■oorl,  and  Ar- 
I  Confer^ 


Eesolntlon  pro- 
Tiding  that 
members  of  the 
General  Mis- 
■Ion  Com- 
mittee shall  be 
appointed  for 
Giuifomia  and 
Oregon,  with 
the  right  to 
Yote  by  proxy. 

Laid  on  the 
Uble. 


Besolatlon     on 
appointing 
preachers  edi- 
tors of  Annual 
Conftrence  pa- 

l£*md. 


Call  ftir  memo- 
rials and  peti- 
tions to  be  sns- 

.pended  after 
Monday  next 

Committee  on 
OhnrchBxten- 


"Cnieap  Oom- 


A^JoonuDflBt 


On  motion  of  H.  Mattison,  seconded  by  Jonas  Dodge,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

ReMolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Mierions  be  instmeted  to  as- 
certain and  report  to  this  body  at  their  earliest  conTenienee  the 
amount  of  missionary  money  appropriated  to  the  Kentncky,  Mis- 
souri, and  Arkansas  Conferences  during  the  last  four  years. 

Thomas  H.  Peame,  seconded  by  William  Roberta,  moved 
the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  namely : 

Whereas,  the  conferences  on  the  Pacific  Coast  are  too  fhr  re* 
moTed  firom  the  Atlantic  States,  to  allow  of  a  personal  representa- 
tion in  the  General  Mission  Committee  without  inrolTing  great 
expense;  and  whereas,  the  domestic  missionary  work  in  these 
Conferenoes  is  constantly  changing  and  requiring  modifleation  in 
its  general  arrangement,  and  needs  special  representation  in  the 
said  missionaiy  committee ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  appointment  of  the  Gknersl  Missionary 
Committee,  the  Bishops  he  directed  to  constitute  correspondiiig 
members  of  the  said  committee  for  Oregon  and  CaliHomia  Confer- 
ences respeotiyely,  who  shall  haye  a  corresponding  relation  to  the 
ssld  committee,  and  shall  be  allowed  to  Tote  by  proxy  in  its  annual 
meetings  on  all  suljects  relating  to  domestic  missions  on  the  Pa- 
cific coast  * 

This  preamble  and  resolution  were  laid  on  the  table  to  be 
printed. 

The  following  resolution  was  moved  by  S.  W.  Goggeshall, 

seconded  by  Daniel  Wise : 

Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be  empowered  to  appoint  preachers 
as  editors  of  the  papers  under  the  patronage  of  an  Annual  Confex^ 
ence,  as  is  now  done  in  the  case  of  the  Oeneral  Conference  papem 

This  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itine^ 
ancy. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  seconded  by  J.  M.  Beid,  the  fol- 
lowing  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

Reiohed,  That  the  call  for  memorials  and  petitions  be  foapended 
alter  Monday  next. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  committees,  namely: 

Committee  on  the  memorial  on  Church  Extension :  Peter 
Cartwright,  R.  Haney,  H.  W.  Reed,  A.  M.  Osbon,  and  W. 
M'Combe. 

Committee  on  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Williams  for  a 
Cheap  Commentary:  J.  Floy,  F.  G.  Hibbaid,  S.  Godka,  & 
Allen,  and  D.  W.  Clark 

Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  H.  Bangs. 
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WEDNESDAY  MOENING,  MAT  21,  1856. 

Conference  met  thu  morning;  Bishop  Soott  in  the  ehair. 

The  uflEoal  religions  seryioee  were  conducted  by  T.  J. 
Thompeon,  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  regular  order  of  business  was  taken  up;  and  F.  G.  i^rnvtof  Oob* 
Hibbard,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals  and  Un-  Tbds  ni*^ 
finished  Business,  submitted  a  report  in  reUtion  to  Baptized  cuidraa  pi«. 
Children,  and  it  was  laid  over  under  the  rule,  and  ordered  iSSi^erTudcr 
to  be  printed.    He  also  reported  further  from  the  Commit-  ^^J^i  oom- 


tee  on  Revisals,  recommending  sundry  changes  in  the  Dis-    ^^  SJ^ 
dpline,  to  wit :  that  New-Orleans  be  struck  from  the  list  of    *<>^-  ^^*^*^ 
eKcepti<ms  to  the  Limitation  of  theTerm  of  Ministerial  Service, 
on  page  41  of  the  Discipline ;  that  the  meeting  of  District 
Stewards  be  annual ;  that  the  number  of  churches  or  houses    of      mUSi 
of  worship  be  included  in  the  annual  statistics  of  the  Church ;  gJ!^^^    ^ 
that  the  word  up,  in  the  phrase^  the  race  set  up  before  them,"  ^*|^^     « 
on  page  29  of  the  Disdpline,  be  struck  out  as  a  typographi-    on  uga  w  or 
cal  error ;  and  that  Quarterly  Conflsrences  have  power  given  ^ 

them  to  order  a  new  trial ;  this  report  lies  on  the  table  un-  LtoBonthetaUe 
der  the  rule,  and  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  under  the  mie. 

James  Floy,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Tract  Oommittee  on 
Cause,  presented  as  thdr  report,  in  part,  a  revised  Constitu-  cmm  report  • 
tion  of  the  Tract  Sodety.  It  was  read,  laid  on  the  table,  uSS^^^^ 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.  ^le. ''^    "*• 

Cyrus  Brooks  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  busness,  in  ^d  ui^oidsr 
order  to  mtroduce  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  totiSSSSf?  w? 
the  Education  of  Colored  Children,  but  the  motion  did  not    ^^[^^^  ^ 

prevaiL  colored  ToaUi. 

George  Peck,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  ^^^  reiatiiig 
Concern,  presented  a  report  in  relation  to  the  Sunday  School  |^^  ^^H, 
Advocate,  and  it  was  adopted  in  words  following,  to  wit :      jSJJted. 

The  Committee  have  had  under  oonsideration  a  resolution  of 
the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Sunday  School  Union  of  the  Methodist 
Spisoopal  Ghnroh,  in  relation  to  the  Sunday  School  Advocate,  and 
recommend  that  the  Sanday  School  Adrocate  should  be  reduced 
to  about  half  its  present  sixe,  and  be  published  at  a  cost  not  ex- 
ceeding 25  cents  ner  Tolume,  of  such  quality  as  to  secure  its  pub- 
lication without  loss  to  the  Gonoem,  and  that  it  be  strictly  a 
child's  paper. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  ^S^HiJ^oS 
reported  also,  in  relation  to  a  Book  Concern  in  Germany,    SSy^  ^^ 
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Ifrytitiasa.    and  in  relation  to  a  German  Sundaj-adiool  paper  for  the 
use  of  our  German  Sunday  sehoola. 
1^8.  Jacoby  ad-       Pending  the  consideration  of  the  report,  L.  S.  Jaoobj  ad- 
ComfereDoe.       dressed  the  Conference  in  relation  to  the  publishing  interest 

in  Germany, 
fiabstttute    ibr       John  P.  Durfoin  submitted  a  substitute  for  the  report^ 
poMd^   P'^  when,  on  motion  of  Henry  Slicer,  so  much  of  the  report  as 
^Stoto^*"^  relates  to  Church  interests  in  Germany,  together  with  the 
tiie  table.         substitute  oflfered  by  J.  P.  Durbin,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

John  M'Clintock  submitted  a  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  as  follows,  namely : 

IClnionaiy  Bo-  Ruolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missioiiary  Sod^y 

^  ^B^  ^^  ^®  Methodist  Episoopal  Church  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  re- 

Newspa^nT'  ^^ested  to  cariy  on,  through  our  missionaries  in  Germany,  such 

Ae^  ^  Oer-  publioationa  of  books,  newspapers,  &0.,  as  may  be  neoesaary  in 

OaSar  not  to  ^®  prosecution  of  the  missionary  work  in  that  country ;  the  extent 

azoMd  S1.000  ^^  ^°®  expense  to  be  incurred  not  to  exceed  one  thousand  dollars 

ft  year  for  *tba  ($1,000)  per  year  for  the  next  ensuing  four  yean. 
nextamryem. 

So  much  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern  as  relates  to  a  Sunday-school  paper  to  be  printad 
in  the  German  language,  was  adopted  in  woards  following, 
to  wit: 

eerman  8im-  We  ftirther  report :  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Glndnnati  be  In- 
day-Mhool  pft-  strueted  to  publish  a  German  Snnday-eohool  paper  for  t^e  ase  of 
B£^  it  SnI  ^^  German  Sunday  Schools. 

Beport  relating      The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  through  its  Chair- 

or  ^'Su^'et^  man,  further  reported,  in  relation  to  a  Depository  of  Books, 

£a?m5r* laid  «^^  *^®  pubKcation  of  a  weekly  paper  m  Oregon  Territoiy. 

on  the  tabia  rpj^jg  j^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  j^jd  on  the  table  to  be  printed. 

?!!r^*TTSiiff  ^^  ^"'  announced  the  following  Committee  on  Ulj 
^*^  Delegation  ordered  yesterday,  namely : 

D.  W.  Clark,  B.  Tocum,  J.  M.  Trimble,  3.  a  Martin,  and 

CD.Pillsbuiy. 

^ort       on       M.  Raymond,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery, 

■ented.  presented  a  report,  proposing  changes  in  the  Discipline  on 

iiM  o7«r  imd«  the  subject  of  Slavery.    It  lies  over  under  the-  rule;  and  on 

motion  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
^thSt^Mi^^      John  A,  Collins  gave  notice  that  there  would  be  a  IGiuw- 
raSS^  ^  *^  Report  from  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 
HotipD  to  ez-       A  motion  was  made  to  extend  the  time  of  the  session. 

tend  the   eea- 

don.  J.  M.  Reid  moved  as  a  substitute,  that  when  we  adjonra, 

ed  and  laid  on  wc  adjoum  to  meet  at  three  o'clock  this  aftemoon ;  but  Om 
substitute  was  lud  on  the  table. 
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Z.  Phillips  renewed  the  motion  to  extend  the  time,  but  J^^  **•  **^ 

^  MotioD   to   ez* 

ihe  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  19  to  90.        •  tend  the  tinM. 

A  motion  was  again  made  to  adjourn,  but  the  motion  did  Motion  to  ad- 

not  prevail.  lSt°* 

William  H.  Brockway  moved  to  extend  the  time  to  hear  Motum  to  «- 

'  ,  tend  the  thne 

the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Education.  to  bear  a  re- 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  the  motion  to  extend  the  time  iSSd  on  the  tar 

was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  98  to  62. 
On  motion  Conference  adjourned.    Benediction  by  Abel  AAjoamment 

Stevens. 

THUKSDAY  MORNING,  MAT  22, 1856.        M.y  «.!««• 

Conference  met  this  morning;  Bishop  Simpson  in  the 
chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  0.  W 
Buter,  of  the  Southeastern  Indiana  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

D.  W.  Bristol  presented  a  communication  from  the  trus-  invitation  from 
tees  of  the  Odd    Fellows'  Hall,  inviting  the  Conference,    Fellows*  Hau. 
either  as  a  body  or  individually,  to  visit  their  Hall  at  some 
time  durinff  the  session :  and  on  motion  of  S.  Van  Deusen,  inTttatioo    ao- 

_      .      .      .  .    ,  cepted. 

the  mvitation  was  accepted. 

£.  Thomson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Education,  Beport  of  the 

-I  .  «  11  ..  i.  T»T.i       Committee  on 

submitted  a  report,  which  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Wu-    Edaoadon  re- 
liam  Hamilton,  it  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be   .Ucaf^titate^. 

.    .    J  Laid  on  the  ta- 

pnnted.  bie. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Worship  reported,  that  as  they  Committee   on 

were  by  resolution  of  the  General  Conference  instructed  not  ship    deeiinee 

to  appoint  more  than  twenty-five  members  of  this  body  to  ^Sicbentogo 

preach  abroad  on  the  Sabbath,  and  that  as  they  could  with  ^  gd>taaL^*^ 
that  number  by  no  means  supply  the  demand  made  upon 
them,  they  should  decline  appointing  any  one  unless  other- 
I  instructed. 


D.  W.  Bristol  moved  to  approve  of  the  judgment  of  the  Motkm  to  ap- 

pFoye  the  da* 

committee.  elalon   of  the 

W.  B.  Disbro  moved  as  a  substitute,  that  the  vote  adopt-  sntemntT'  to 

ing  the  resolution  restricting  the  Conounittee  on  Public  Wor-  '•**^^**'- 

ship  be  reconsidered. 

1^  Motion   to  laj 

H.  Bangs  moved  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table,  but  anbetttato   on 

the  motion  <]tid  not  prevail :  after  which  the  substitute  was  Loat 

^A^^4.^A  Bubstltnto 

adopted.  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  H.  Peame,  the  resolution  Ihniting  ^S^'^fhe*  wS^ 
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Bcport  OB    tlM 
Xdoatfoii    of 


BSSeTii^i  ^^^^^^^miDitteeim  Po1^Wonh]p,m  the  number  of  praa^ 
OB  tho  tobio.  en  tliej  ar^at  liber^  to  send  abroad,  was  laid  qq  the  taUe. 
OidtrortJM^  On  motion  of  Oyma  Brooks,  the  order  of  the  daj  wai 
suspended  to  leoeiTe  a  report  from  a  tefeaal  committee. 

Cyrus  Broofcsy  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Ednca- 

^^SToaOL  tion  of  Colored  Touth,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read, 
and,  on  motion  of  J.  Dodge,  was  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  repcffty  as  adopted,  contamed  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

1.  JU$olwdf  That,  in  tlie  jndgimeiit  of  tills  General  Ccmfereiiee, 
tlie  relieioiu  education  of  the  people  of  color  in  our  land  will  tend 
moat  effftctoally  and  speedily,  under  God,  to  their  eleration  in  this 
country,  and  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  restoration  of  the  he- 
nighted  millions  of  down-trodden  AfHoa  to  all  the  blessings  of  cit* 
ilization,  science,  and  religion. 

2.  ReMohed,  That  we  look  upon  the  proposed  plan  for  the  eds- 
cation  of  the  colored  youth  of  our  land,  as  of  God,  and  as  promis- 
ing great  good  to  the  people  of  color  among  us,  and  untold  bless- 
ings to  the  land  of  their  ancestors ;  and  we  do  most  earnestly 
recommend  this  noble  work  to  the  sympathy,  the  prayers,  and  the 
pnerons  benefactions  of  all  who  desire  the  elcTation  of  the  entiie 
flunily  of  man. 

8.  Retolvtd,  That  we  bespeak  for  the  agents  of  this  enterpriie 
a  cordial  reception  on  the  part  of  all  Christians  and  philanthro- 
pists, hoping  that  they  may  be  successful,  not  only  in  awakening 
sympathy  and  enlisting  prayers,  but  also  in  gathering  ftmds  to 
pay  for  the  property  purchased,  and  to  afford  a  liberal  endowment 
of  the  institution,  so  as  to  place  it  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
best  institutions  of  learning  in  our  countiy. 

[For  the  entire  report,  see  Appendix  U.] 

On  motion  the  order  of  business  was  further  suspended, 
and 

K  Thomson,  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the 
lifission  of  the  Irish  Deputation,  presented  a  report,  together 
with  a  Reply  to  the  Address  of  the  Irish  Conference. 

On  motion  of  W.  B.  Disbro,  the  resolutions  were  consid- 
ered in  their  order  severally. 

While  the  report  was  under  consideration.  Rev.  R.  Scott, 
of  the  Irish  Deputation,  addressed  the  Conference. 

The  report  was  adopted  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  mission  of  Bev.  Messrs.  Arthur,  Soott^ 
and  Cather,  report  that  they  have  considered  the  subject  referrsd 
to  them,  and  submit  the  following  resolutions,  namely : 

1.  Reiolved^  That  the  General  Conference  sanctions  the  misdon 
of  the  Delegates  of  the  Irish  Conference,  and  heartily  commends 
them  and  their  cause  to  the  kind  consideration  of  American  Prot- 
estants, and  particularly  American  Methodists ;  hoinng  that  th^ 
will  meet  with  fi^Tor  and  aid  from  all  classes,  but  especially  the 
wealthy  among  us. 

2.  JUtoivid^  That  the  IKshops  be,  and  hereby  are,  requested  to 


Ordtf     fyutbcr 


on  the 


Beport 


BMOtatloiiiooii- 
MoKdlBttioIr 
oi4«r. 

B.  Soott  ofttio 
Iriih  DopntB- 
tloB  addraiMd 
the      Oonlbr- 
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lij  the  matter  befisre  the  AnniuJ  Conferenoes,  and  saggeet  to    ^^7  ^  ^3B1 
ihem  to  authorise  collections  in  aid  of  the  Irish  cause  during  the 
oonrent  year. 

8.  Resohed,  That  the  Superintendents  be  authorised  to  employ 
such  assistance  as  thej  may  deem  adiisable,  to  aid  the  deputation 
in  eanying  out  the  object  of  their  mission. 

4.  Buolvedt  That  the  Superintendents  be  authorized  to  send  a 
few  preachers,  if  any  should  Yolunteer,  to  Ireland  to  take  part  in 
the  Irish  Missionary  work  for  two  or  three  years,  on  condition 
that  the  Irish  Gonferonce  request  it,  and  offer  to  such  preachers  a 
suitable  relation  to  the  conference  for  the  time. 

6.  Reaohtd,  That  the  delegates  from  this  Conference  to  the 
British  Conference  be  directed  to  attend  the  Irish  Conference  also. 

The  readinir  of  the  Reply  to  the  Address  of  the  Irish  Con-  cdi  ibr  Um  r»- 

^  ^  nadlDg  of  the 

ference  having  been  again  called  for,  on  motion  of  Thomas  Addreaa     not 

H.  Peame,  the  further  reading  was  dispensed  with,  and 

the  Reply   was  adopted.  YrSToSnSJ 

[For  Reply,  see  Appendix  G.]  •noe. 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  order  of  the  day  was  o^er  ^^^ 

further  suspended  to  receive  the  report  of  the  minority  of  the  receive  the  ^ 

Committee  on  Slavery.    The  Minority  Report  was  then  pre-  minority  of  th« 

tented  and  read  by  John  A.  Collins,  chairman  of  the  minor-  BUvery. 
itj  of  the  committee.    After  which  George  Peck  moved  that 
it  be  accepted,  and  printed  in  the  Daily  Advocate ;  and  that 

both  the  Majority  and  Minority  Reports  from  the  Committee  HtnorityBeport 

on  Slavery  be  printed  together  in  pamphlet  form,  and  that  BothBeportsto 

1000  copies  be  furnished  for  the  use  of  this  body.  Xpbul^br^ 

H.  Mattison  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  **  1000"  and  sooo  copies  or- 

•  ••        */  ^^^^  M  dered   fcr  the 

msertinir  '^  dOOO.**  use  of  the  Oon- 

On  motion  of  J.  Z.  Nichols,  Conference  ordered  the  ques- 
tion to  be  taken  without  further  debate. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  H.  Mattison  prevailed,  and 
the  motion  as  amended  was  carried. 

H.  Bangs  moved  to  continue  a  suspension  of  the  rule  to  ^^^  £JSd 
take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy,    ^«  <»'^* 
laid  over  on  Monday  of  last  week  for  want  of  a  quorum. 

On  motion  of  Isaac  Parks,  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  ^^  ^  ^ 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  the  appeal  of  Oliyer  Burgess,  which  had  been  AppedofOUTer 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  yesterday  morning,  was  taken  n^*^  **^*" 
up. 

It  appearing  that  Oliver  Burgess  has  withdrawn  from  the  Uovum  sot  to 
Methodist  Episcc^  Church,  and  is  not  therefore  now  a  mem-    ^ 


ber,  T.  J.  Thompson  moved  that  the  q>peal  be  not  enter- 
tained. 

W.  H.  Brockway  mored  to  strike  out  the  word  '*  noC*      ^SZ^ 
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VMY^^im.  On  motion  of  T.  H.  Pearne,  the  motion  to  strike  oat  wm 

t^tainedL   ^^'  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  ori^nal  motion  prevailed. 

^N  rth^  ^^OM^  ^^  motion  of  John  Kennadaj,  ao  much  of  the  Journal 

Conference,  re-  of  the  last  session  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference  as  relates 

BuA^eas.  to  the  case  of  Oliver  Bun^esa  was  referred  to  the  Committee 

Beferred.  t.- 

on  Itmerancy. 
MemoriAis  and      Qn  motion,  the  Order  of  the  day  was  suspended  indefi- 

nitely,  m  order  to  call  for  memonals,  petitions,  appeals,  and 

resolutions. 
Memorial  f^om       Bishop  Wauffh  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Toumr 

Young    Men's    >,     ,    v^f  .    .        .  .     .  - -r*  i  .  .  , 

Gbriatian  Asao-  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Baltimore,  requestme  a  dona- 

elationofBaltl-     .  -,,  ««.«  i*  i.ii« 

uore.  tion  of  books  to  Its  nbrary,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 

^  ^^  \  ,,      mittee  on  the  Book  Concern.    He  also  presented  a  commnr 

Commanicatlon  -   -r^  ,  . 

from  Dr.  Rob-  nication  from  Dr.  Roberts,  of  Baltimore,  against  strikinir 

erts  in  relation    .  ,       -tn.     .   ,.         ,  i.  i        ,  ,,-»>,« 

to'' Bands."      from  the  Discipline  those  parts  which  relate  to  '* Bands," 

HAfplTMl 

and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals.    He  also 
Memorial  from  presented  a  memorial  from  Cincinnati,  sijgmed  by  M.  M. 

ancinnatl    onf',     ,  ,^  ,  ^  .  f-r^,. 

Education   of  Clark  and  n^e  others  as  a  Committee  on  the  Education  of 
Beferred.  Colored  Youth,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  that 

subject 
(^erences  xhe  conferences  were  called  in  order,  and  the  following 

were  presented : 

MemSriai^ft^      Nkw-York  East  Conferenck. — J.  B.  Merwin  presented 

NSw"Tort?Md  *  memorial  from  members  of  Greene-street  Church,  New- 

<^m    l^d*-  York,  asking  that  no  action  be  taken  on  the  subject  of  SlaTsry, 

ivn,     praying  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.    He  slao 

that  no  action  ,  .  i    *  r,       ,  i-*       <i  i  i 

be  taken  on  presented  a  memorial  from  Sands-street,  Brooklyn,  on  the 
siaTerj.^  ^    Same  subject,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Black  Bms.  Blace  Ritbb  CONFERENCE. — A.  J.  Phclps  presented  a 
Publishing  memorial  from  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Northern 
Sr^Srthera  Christian  Advocate,  asking  that  a  Book  Depodtory  be  estab- 
Book^epSsi-  I'sli^l  i^  connection  with  the  paper,  and  it  was  referred  to 

^^  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

^tioj^to^'«^  A.  J.  Phelps  moved  that  the  report  of  the  Publishmg 
ttie  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate,  which  was 

Oommittee. 

Lost  referred  yesterday,  be  read ;  but  the  motion  was  lost 

East  axmcsn.  East  Qenesee  Cokfbrenoe. — J.  Watts  presented  a  memo* 
th™^Presiding  rial  ou  the  several  subjects  of  appointing  a  Presiding  Elder 
ii^ton  of  to  pastoral  work,  of  Extending  the  Time  of  Mimsteiial 
j^  Dde^  Service  on  Circoits  and  Stations,  and  on  Lay  Dd^^ation,  and 
^S^f^  so  much  as  relates  to  the  first  two  was  referred  to  the  Com- 


mittee on  Revisals,  and  so  much  as  relates  to  the  last ' 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation,    He  alao 
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presented  a  remonstra&ce  againai  any  change  in  the  con-  j^^^^^ 
ference  relations  of  the  Churches  on  the  west  side  of  the  apinst        « 
fiyer  in  the  dty  of  Rochester,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  oonferenee  re- 
Committee  on  Boundaries.  charohes     ]h 

GxNBSBB   CoNTSRBNOx^ — ^I.  C.  Eingslej    presented  a  ie^SS!^' 

memorial  from  B.  Williams,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com-  Hemorui  from 

mittee  on  Itinerancy.  iSfeSS""*" 

MiOHiGAN  CoNFBREKOE. — ^W.  H.  ColHus  presented  a  me-  MiomoAw. 

modal  from  David  Whitcomb,  in  relation  to  Superannuated  David    wut- 

Preachers  and  Quarterly  Conferences,  and  it  was  referred  to  Mrannuted  ' 

the  Committee  on  Revisals.  Bef«m^ 

Rock  River  Convbrencb. — ^H.  Crews  presented  a  memo-  book  Brm. 

rial  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  real  estate  in  Chicago  for  p^rehaBtog 

a  Book  Depository,  <fec.,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com-  oSca^'*'*  *" 

mittee  on  the  Book  Concern.  Beferred. 

Cincinnati  Convbrbnob. — ^M.  Dustin  presented  a  memo-  CiKODnrAn. 

rial  from  Greenville,  asking  that  that  circuit  be  transferred  Oraenvuie  on 

from  the  North  Ohio  to  the  Cincinnati  Conference;  and  it  Befemd.  ^ 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

J.  B.  Finley  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from  Raper  Memorial     on 
Chapel,  Dayton.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.        Bapar^fajipoL 

Asbury  Lowrey  presented  a  memorial  from  Union  City  Memoriia  from 

on  the  subject  of  Boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  com-  BoMdaSai  *" 

mittee  on  that  subject  deferred. 

Southern  Illinois  Conference. — J.  B.  Corrington  pre-  8outo»ehIi.li. 

sented  a  memorial  from  Williams,  in  relation  to  M^^riaioatiie 

the  Sale  of  Church  Property,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com-  ^^^^''^ 

mittee  on  Revisals.  Brferred. 

New-Jersey  Conference. — S.  T.  Monroe  presented  a  NKw-Jsmr. 

memorial  from  official  members  of  Liberty-street  Station,  New-Bmna- 

New-Brunswick,  asking  to  be  attached  to  what  it  is  pro-  Bomdaiiea.  ^ 

posed  to  call  the  Newark  Conference ;  and  it  was  referred  to  ^«''•"*'• 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

George  F.  Brown  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  -"Jj^JJ^^^^ 

a  Mission  Annual  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com-  ^jX^™^ 

mittee  on  Colored  Members.  Bafemd. 

William  Youngs  seconded  by  William  Cooper,  presented 
the  following  resolution,  and  it  was  adopted : 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instrueted  to  in-  Baaolatton    ra- 

qnire  into  the  Expedience  of  incorporating  a  provision  in  Ques.  1,  latftutottiere- 

Ans.  1.  sec.  5.  page  48  of  the  DiscipUne.  providing  for  the  reoep-  SJSfil-  from 

tion  of  ministers  firom  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,  as  be      Olnnh 

is  provided  in  case  of  ministers  from  the  Weslejaa  Connexion  in  Booth. 
Enrope  or  Canada. 
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«**^^'^        Zebulon  Phfllips,  Gludnnan  of  the  Committee  to  whom: 

Ssport  of  Oom* 

mlttee  on  the  wsB  referred  the  memorial  of  the  New-Tork  East  OonilBr* 
Fund.  enoe,  in  relation  to  the  Smith  Arnold  Fand,  presented  a  le* 

port,  setting  forth  the  history  of  the  case,  and  expressing  die 
conviction  that  the  General  Conference  has  no  juiisdietioii 
of  the  case,  but  recommending  that  the  New- York  Confer^ 
ence  so  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  fiind  that  they  may  in 
future  inure  to  the  benefit  of  N.  W.  Thomas  and  his  wife, 
during  their  lives :  provided,  they  shall  remain  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Motion  to  by       W.  H.  Peame  moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the  tablou 

the  report  on   ,         _  .  ,  j  r  ^ 

the  table.         but  the  motion  was  lost. 
Beport  adopted.       The  report  was  adopted. 

[For  full  report,  see  Appendix  V.] 
Nbw-Yobk.  New- York  Conferenob. — ^A.  M.  Osbon  presented  two 

Boandaries       memorials  on  Boundaries,  one  from  Yorkville  and  one  from 
tnd  Harlem.  *  Harlem,  and   they  were  referred   to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

J.  A.  Brouse,  seconded  by  William  Young,  moved  the 
following  resolution,  and  it  was  adopted : 

^aSff**  to  th"  -R^w^i^ed,  That  the  Committee  on  Bevisals  be,  and  they  herehj 
basinees  of  ^i^t  Instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedience  of  so  arranging  the 
Qnarterly  Con-  answers  to  question  4,  ".What  shall  be  the  regular  business  of 
ferenoea.  the  Quarterly  Conference?''  of  section  4,  of  chapter  d,  on  page  38, 

as  to  secure  greater  uniformity  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Quar- 
terly Conferences. 

Appeal  of  John  C.  Eingsley  presented  the  appeal  of  John  Demming,  an 
mado'theorder  expelled  member  of  the  Erie  Conference,  and  on  motion,  it 
to-morrow  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  morning,  im- 
morning.  mediately  after  reading  the  Journal. 

Communication  James  Floy  presented  a  communication  from  the  Coire- 
ree^ndingSecI  spending  Secretary  of  the  Tract  Society,  concerning  certain 
^^SsocAety^  alterations  in  the  Discipline  adjusting  it  to  the  authorized 
Eeferred.  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  rjij^j.  Enterprise,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  the  Tract  Cause. 
Memorial     on       H.  W.  Reed  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  himself  J. 
^Smt*         G.  Dimmitt,  and  L.  W.  Berry,  on  Statistics,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Cobcem. 

H.  Bangs,  seconded  by  W.  C.  Hoyt,  moved  the  following 
resolution,  namely : 

BeBo]ati<m  for  a  Ruolved,  That  this  Genena  Conference  wUl  a^oum  finally  on 
toii^a^jaura-  Thursday,  the  29th  instant. 

IM^  on    the      r^^  resolution  was,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 
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John  Eennadaj  reported  badk  the  reaolatbn  of  J.  S.  ^^^^^^"^ 
Porter,  referred  to  the  Committee  o^  Epuoopaoy  yeeter*    taken  ^  from 
day,  and  it  was  refarred  to  the  Committee  on  BeviaaJe.  ~  ^ 

8.  Wakefield,  seconded  by  W.  Cox,  moved  the  following 
lesolution,  and  it  was  adopted : 

Retolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Beyisals  be,  and  they  are  here-  Besotatloii     to 

by  instnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expedienee  of  so  amending  the  f^A^S^^'^ 

DiaoipUne,  Part  III,  chapter  ii,  seotion  3,  page  177, 15  lines  from  M^SSty'*  to 

the  top,  as  to  read,  "  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  Circuit  or  Sta-  dtapoee  of  ceiw 

tion,  which  said  Quarterly  Conference  shall  dispose  of  said  money,''  ^^  socaufjt. 

On  motion  of  A.  M.  Osbon,  seconded  by  William  Reddy, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

Reiolved,  That  the  committee  ordered  to  nominate  candidates  for  Ouidldtttttoho 

election  as  delegates  to  the  Canada  Wesleyan  Conference,  be  in-  3^j^f!ftL£! 

aftmoted  to  nominate  six  candidates,  from  whom  two  delegates  to  SSShnnSff! 

the  British  Wesleyan  Connection  shall  be  elected.  «mo. 

On  motion  of  H.  N.  Barnes,  seconded  by  J.  H.  Hull,  the 
following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted,  namely : 

WhereoB  much  diTersity  exists  among  onr  people  in  forming 
Bnndaj-school  Sodeties,  and  for  want  of  a  prescribed  form  espe- 
dally  in  forming  schools  in  new  places,  they  are  frequently  at  a 
loss  how  to  proceed ;  therefore, 

Ruolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  be  requested  to  Besolottons  re- 
take into  consideration  the  propriety  of  reporting  to  this  Confer-  !|Mt%^\?''' 
ence  for  its  adoption,  a  constitution  for  a  Sunday-school  Society,  SaStoy^dbioo? 
such  as  is  herewith  submitted.  soolaty. 

J.  B.  Corrington  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  a  ^^^^^^  * 

Book  Depository  and  Church  Paper  at  St  Louis,  and  it  was  rjr.  ^  at  st 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.  Sefemd. 

A.  J.  Phelps,  seconded  by  F.  H.  Stanton,  moved  a  series  ^SJJ^'Sl 

of  resolutions  prescribing  an  order  of  debate  to  be  observed  Jjgjjj'  ^*^*** 
during  the  discussion  of  the  reports  on  Slavery. 

On  motion  of  B.  Griffon,  the  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  ^ISfffl^^**^ 
table. 

Conference  adjourned.  M^fifananmL 

Benediction  by  Thomas  H.  Peame. 

FRroAY  MOKNING,  MAT  88, 1866.  m^h.  wn 

Conference  met  this  morning;  Bishop  Baker  in  the  chair. 
The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  William 
Roberts,  of  Oregon  Conference. 

The  Jonnial  of  yesterday  waa  read  and  approved. 
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ytKf^  isoa.  On  motioii  of  Benjamin  Griffen,  tlie  appeal  of  John  Dem- 
^^ming  ui>  ming  was  taken  up ;  and  it  appearing  that  said  John  Dem- 
*°  °^  ming  was  not  now  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church,  but  that  he  is  a  minister  at  present  of  another 

Church,  and,  therefore,  in  no  way  amenable  to  this  body, 
App«a  not  en-  on  motion  of  T.  J.  Quiglej,  Conference  resolved  not  to 

entertain  the  appeal. 
Import        OB       On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  report  of  the  majori^ 
up.  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery  was  taken  up. 

Motton        to       Minor  Raymond  moved  the  adoption  of  the  second  reso- 
oDd      nsoin'  lution  of  the  report 

M^D  to  8IU-       James  H.  Perry  moved  that,  during  the  discussion  on  the 
mJAUM?^*^?  question  of  Slavery,  the  rule  limiting  speakers  in  debate  to 

fifteen  minutes  be  suspended,  and  on  further  motion  of  J. 
Yolo  to  b«  tak-  H.  Perry,  Conference  ordered  the  vote  on  suspending  the 
hatil  rule  to  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Qnwtion  to  be       On  moUon  of  Heman  Banirs,  Conference  resolved  to  take 

taken  without     ,  .  .  ,  -      ,         ,  ^  ,  ^  ...      *  # 

lUrtber  debotei  the  question  Without  further  debate,  175  votmg  m  favor  of 
the  motion. 

Bon  odied.  The  roll  of  Conference  was  then  called,  and  the  vote  was 

as  follows : 

^3^  Ayes, — ^Baird,  Bangs,  Barker,  Battelle,  Berry,  Bewley, 

Blain,  Blake,  Bristol,  Brooks  of  Cincinnati,  Brooks  of  Iowa, 
Brown  of  Cincinnati,  Brown  of  Baltimore,  Brown  of  Troy, 
Buck  of  Illinois,  Burlingham,  Carlton,  Carpenter,  Cartr 
Wright,  Chivington,  Clark  of  New-York,  Coggeshall,  Col- 
lins of  Baltimore,  Collins  of  Michigan,  Connell,  Cooper  of 
Philadelphia,  Copington,  Crews,  Crooks,  Cunningham, 
Dodge,  Drummond,  Durbin,  Finley,  Goheen,  Graham, 
Gregg,  Griffen  of  New-York,  GriflSn  of  Troy,  Griffith,  Gni^ 
ley,  Hamilton,  Haney,  Harris,  Hibbard,  Hill  of  Erie,  Hirst, 
Hitchcock,  HoUiday,  Hopkins,  Hulburd,  Hull,  Jamison, 
Kennaday,  Eenney,  King  of  New- York,  Eingsley  of  Eiie^ 
Kinsley,  Lanahan,  Lanck,  Leihy,  Lenhart,  Lewis,  Lowrey, 
M'aintock,  M'Combs,  Martin  of  Vii^nia,  Martin  of  Balti- 
more, Merwin,  Monroe,  Morey,  Moigan,  Mulfinger,  Peame 
of  Oregon,  Peame  of  Wyoming,  Peck,  Perry,  Phillips,  Pil- 
cher  of  Michigan,  Pilcher  of  North  Ohio,  Poisal,  Power, 
Quigley,  Reed  of  Iowa,  Reid  of  New-York  East,  Beeee, 
Rice  of  New- York,  Robertson,  Ruter,  Rutledge,  Sapp,  Sar- 
gent, Slicer,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Summers,  Starka,  Stevens, 
Swaim,  Talbott,  Thompson  of  Philadelphia,  Thomson  of 
North  Ohio,  Trimble,  IViplett,  Trotter,  Van  Cleve,  WaOnr, 
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Wallace,  Watson,  Wilson  of  Baltimore,  Wilson  of  Erie,    H^rga^isHL 
Wood,  Yocum,  Young  of  North  Ohio,  Young  of  Cincinnati. 
^114.  I 

I^ays, — Allen  of  Maine,  Allyn  of  South  lUinoia,  Baker, 
Bannister,  Bams,  Beach,  Bennett,  Bingham,  Blakeslee, 
Bowers,  Boyd  of  Northwestern  Indiana,  Boyd  of  Pittsburgh, 
Bradford,  Brockway,  Brouse,  Brown  of  New-Jersey,  Buck  of 
Bast  Qenesee,  Bums,  Button,  Chamberlayne,  Clark  of 
Wyoming,  Coats,  Conrey,  Cook,  Coombe,  Ciox,  Crary, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Culver,  Dana,  Dennis,  Dimmitt,  Disbix>, 
Dustin,  Erwin,  Evans,  Farrington,  Felch,  Flower,  Floy,  Fow- 
ble,  French,  Gillet,  Gorrie,  Griswold,  Hall,  Hawkins, 
Heath,  Henderson,  Hill  of  Indiana,  Hodgson,  Hosmer,  How- 
ard, Hoyt,  Kidder,  King  of  Vermont,  Kingsley  of  Genesee, 
Eisling,  Knox,  Kuhl,  Lemon,  Luccock,  Marcy,  Mattison» 
Moffatt,  Nast,  Osbon,  Parks  of  Troy,  Parks  of  Oneida,  Phelps, 
Pillsbury,  Poe,  Porter  of  New-England,  Porter  of  New- 
Jersey,  Pratt,  Randall,  Raymond,  Reddy,  Requa,  Rice  of 
New-England,  Roberts,  Rust,  Sanderson,  Simonds,  Smith  of 
New-Hampshire,  Starr,  Stanton,  Stallard,  Thayer,  Thompson 
of  Northwestern  Indiana,  Thurston,  Van  Deusen,  Waite, 
Wakefield,  Washburn,  Watts,  Webster,  Wheeler,  Wilmer, 
Wise,  Witherspoon,  Worthington. — 103. 

Absentees. — ^Bowen,  Dempster,  Nichols.— 3. 

W.  H.  Brockway  moved  that  during  the  discussion  of  the  Motioir  to  Umit 
subject  of  Slavery,  no  speaker  be  allowed  more  than  thirty  t^^i^ntea. 
minutes. 

John  S.  Porter  moved  that  the  question  be  taken  without  Oaii  for  the  pre- 
debate,  and  the  motion  was  sustained;  after  which  the  raaSSnldf^^ 
motion  limiting  speakers  to  thirty  minutes  was  carried.  ^^®"  c«rriod. 

At  the  close  of  the  remarks  of  H.  Mattison,  he  having  Motion  to  aiiow 
spoken  thirty  minutes,  H.  Slicer  moved  that  he  have  leave  proceed.  ^  ^ 
to  proceed ;  but  the  motion  grantmg  leave  to  proceed  was,  table.  ^°  ^* 
on  motion  of  William  Reddy,  laid  on  the  table. 

William  Graham  moved,  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  ad-  Motion  ftv  n 
joum  to  meet  at  half  past  two  o'clock  this  afternoon.  ri^**°  ^**" 

A  motion  was  made  by  W.  Cooper  to  lay  the  motion  to  Motion  to  ii^ca 
meet  this  afternoon  on  the  table ;  but  the  motion  to  lay  on  Lost, 
the  toble  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  91  to  105,  and  the  original  ^JJgJ /»««•'' 
motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  William  Cooper,  Conference  adjourned.'       A4|oiinm«t 

Benediction  by  W.  H.  Brockway. 
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Fridat  Aftkrnook. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  Bishop  Amos 
in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Dayis  W. 
Clark,  of  the  New-Tork  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 
"^iSvI^cF  \h'  J*™^  ^'  Finley  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  till 
araoe  uu  Mon-  Mopdaj  next,  in  consequence  of  the  ill  health  of  his  funily. 
Motion  reutiag  '  Jamcs  B.  Finlcj,  seconded  by  K  H.  Pilcher,  moved  that 
^^»eoteton.  spectators  be  requested  to  retire  without  the  bar  of  the  Con- 
ference ;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 
Oonatderationof      On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  consideration  of  the 

the  Report  on  ,,,,..  .        , 

sisT^      re-  report  on  Slavery  was  resumed,  and  the  discussion  contmaed 
A4]oiiminent     ^^^  P*^*  ^^^  o'dock,  when,  on  motion  of  W.  C.  Hoyt,  Con- 
ference adjourned. 
Benediction  by  Bishop  Scott 
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Conference  met  this  morning;  Bishop  Waugh  in  the 
chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  £.  G. 
Wood,  of  the  Southeastern  Indiana  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 
^wt^Monto       ^^  motion  of  John  A  Collins,  the  regular  order  of  buai- 
•ftemoon.         q^ss  was  suspended ;  and  on  further  motion  of  John  A 
Collins,  it  was  resolved,  that  when  Conference  adjourn,  it  ad- 
journ to  meet  on  Monday  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
D.  A.  Whedon       D.  W.  Bristol  presented  the  credentials  of  D.  A  "Whe- 

takes  UsseAL 

don,  a  reserve  delegate  from  the  Oneida  Conference,  who 
takes  the  place  of  Elias  Bowen,  excused  on  account  of  ill 
health,  and  he  was  admitted  to  a  seat  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Conference. 
A  J.  Phelps  moved  that  the  unfinished  busineas  of  yes- 

SJ^.     ^  terday  be  taken  up. 

^DM^^^d  O      AM.  Osbon  moved  as  a  substitute^  that  it  be  pos^^ed 

ontfaetabia      till  Tuesday  morning  next 

ifottoa  to  re-       On  motion  of  M.  Dustin,  the  substatute  was  laid  on  the 

the  table.         table,  and  on  motion  of  W.  A  Wilmer,  the  motion  to  re* 
sume  the  business  of  yesterday  was  also  laid  on  the  tablo. 


Motion    to  re- 
sume the  die- 
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D.  B.  Randall,  aeoonded  by  8.  Allen,  moved  the  follow-    ic>y  H  UM. 
ing  roBolutions,  and  they  were  adopted  unanimously  by  a 
rising  vote. 

1.  Reiolved,  That  our  hearty  thanhs  are  due  to  BeT.  J.  H.  Noble,  Bcsolvtlons    of 
pastor  of  Wesky  Chapel,  for  his  kindness  in  taking  charge  of  the  f'S^^^^'^' 
letters  and  papers  addressed  to  and  from  members  of  this  Coaftr-  ***  ^  »(>oio. 
ence,  and  in  delirering  them  with  so  mnoh  promptness  and 

care. 

2.  Re$olved,  That  it  will  give  ns  great  pleasure  to  present  to 
Rot.  J.  H.  Noble  a  substantial  token  of  our  appreciation  of  this 
serWce. 

8.  Buolved,  That  a  ocmunittee  of  three  be  appointed  to  carry 
into  eflSset  the  olyect  of  these  resolutions. 

Cyrus  Brooks  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Quarterly  *|5JJ^  '^ 
Meeting  Conference  of  Fletcher  Circuit,  Cincinnati  Confer-    oaitonBoimd- 
ence,  asking  that  the  Orange  Chapel  Society,  now  attached  Befemd. 
to  Port  Jefferson  Circuit,  North  Ohio  Conference,  be  attached 
to  the  said  Fletcher  Circuit;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 

John  Eennaday,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Epis- 
copacy, presented  a  report,  and  it  was  adopted  aa  follows, 
namely : 

The  Committee  on  the  Bpisoopaey,  to  whom  was  referred  the  B«port  of  the 

petition  of  Reeder  Smith,  in  relation  to  the  action  of  the  Wiscon-  ^ZS^Hl  ^ 

sin  Conference  upon  his  appeal  as  a  Local  Preacher,  respectftilly  ^I^SIS* 

report.  That  they  hate  duly  examined  the  petition,   and  find  Boeder  Smith, 

nothing  therein  calling  for  the  action  of  said  committee.    Th^  Adopted, 
therefore  return  the  petition  to  the  Conference,  and  ask  that  they 
may  be  excused  fit>m  its  further  consideration. 

On  motion  of  W.  H.  Collins,  the  memorial  of  Reeder  MemoriJ^    of 

BfiOuCF    Bniiui 

Smith  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five.  referred  to  « 

H.  E.  Pilcher,  seconded  by  E.  H.  Pilcher,  moved  the  fol-    tU.    **™™ 
lowing  resolution,  namely : 

JlcfloJfwi,  That  the  Discipline,  Part  I,  chapter  iv,  sec  8,  lines  10  BeM>lation  n- 
and  11  from  the  bottom,  on  page  52,  be  amended  by  striking  out  !f^S  to  tbe 
the  words  **  on  circuits  and  stations.''  mSr**' 


This  resolution  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule.  i^m  over  i 

J.  H.  Ferry  presented  a  memorial  from  J.  M.  Snow,  pray-  Memorial  ihm 
ing  the  Conference  to  reconsider  its  action,  by  which  his  case 

was  remanded  to  the  Wisconsin  Conference  for  a  new  trial  Motion  to  lefer 

the    nemoriel 

and  J.  H.  Peny  moved  that  the  memorial  be  referred  to  a    toftseieeteom- 
aelect  committee  of  three  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion  of  L  M.  Leihy,  both  the  motion  to  refer  and  moUob  vidm*- 
the  memorial  itself  were  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  85    thetatte^ 
to  84. 
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EeoSrt^rf**         George  Peck,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Bode 

Gominittee  on  Concein,  submitted  a  report  in  relation  to  a  Paper  and  Book 

eern  relating  to  Depository  at  St  Louis,  and  in  relation  to  the  residences  of 

tory    iS^^t  editors,  their  duties,  and  accountability,  and  they  were  laid 

oonoerniBgodi^  ^^  ^®  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

lm'  ^    tiM       ^^  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Conoera 

**^^  reported  further  as  follows : 

^oSmnmL  ^  ^^  oommittee  haye  had  under  consideration  the  memorial  of 

the  Book  Con-  Sheldon  Clark,  praying  that  local  preachers  among 'us  have  tlie 

wmrebtiDgto  same  discount  allowed  them  by  our  Book  Agents  on  books  and 

«^M  to  local  periodicals,  as  are  allowed  to  tniTeling  preachers.    The  oomnit* 

t^!!!j   t!Li.«M  tee  propose  the  following : 

to   tuTTtba  Rtfohedj  That  our  Book  Agents  be  anthorised  to  ftimish  oar 

MOM  dtioooot  1<N^  preachers  with  books  and  periodicals  for  their  own  use  at 

M      tnyeUng  the  Same  discount  allowed  traTeling  preachers,  when  the  money 

P"*"***"*  accompanies  the  order. 

Bapoit  adopted.       Qn  motion  of  George  Peck  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  through  its  chair- 
man, further  reported  as  follows,  namely : 

Baport  of  Com-  The  committee  hate  had  under  consideration  certain  papers 
^5*  a^  ****  ^^  ^^'  ^<>'8®  ^^®"»  '^^  ^^^  **^**  *^*y  contain  proposals  for 
relaUngto^  publishing  a  "A cheap  Commentary  on  the  Bible,"  "Questions  on 
tais  pwars  the  Book  of  ProTcrbs,''  and  a  *'  Rerised  Concordance."  They  rec- 
frwp  rJ^^'  ommend  that  the  proposal  for  the  publication  of  a  cheap  com- 
"*"*•  ^^****'  mentary  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject  ordered  by 
the  OcAcral  Conference,  and  that  Brother  Coles  be  recommended 
^  9uVnut  the  other  papers  referred  to,  to  the  editors  at  New-Tork. 

B^partttdoptad.  'This  report  was,  on  motion,  adopted. 
:moHob  to  tika  £,  E.  Griswold  moved  to  take  up  the  report  from  the 
i?tbeOoinzDit-  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  in  relation  to  leaving  the 
iMi'soanon^.  entire  amount  of  the  allowance  of  preachers  on  drcuits  and 
stations  to  the  Estimating  Committee  and  the  Quarteily 
MattoBteat        Conference ;  but  the  motion  to  take  up  did  not  prevail 


Beport  eoMani-  ]^.  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy, 
atadf  «M-  can-  submitted  two  reports:  one  relating  to  a  course  of  study  for 
ittnennt  iBiB-  candidates  for  admission  on  trial  into  the  traveling  oonneo- 


tion ;  the  other  recommending  sudi  an  alteration  of  the 
Bmrt  ^^sp-  Discipline  as  to  empower  the  Bishops,  in  a  case  where  od6 
K*Q»feraBoa  or  more  Annual  Conferences  may  establish  and  sostain  a 
''***'  religious  paper,  to  appoint  an  editor  for  said  paper  from 

Um  ojw  uadar  among  the  traveling  preachers  from  year  to  year;  and  bodi 

reports  were  laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 
^Bi"'  ^      James  Porter,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Triab  and 
WatoandAp.  ^pp^^^  presented  a  report  on  that  subjoct,  whioh  ' 
'S^JJ"^  and  lies  over  under  the  rule. 
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On  motion  of  John  A.  €k>ltins,  the  Mowbg  resolution    M^Hian 

was  adopted,  namely : 

Rnolved,  That  so  mnoh  of  the  chapter  <m  SlaTery  as  is  oon-  B«ohiiionrelKt. 

tained  in  answers  4  and  6,  in  said  chapter,  be  referred  to  the  ^  ^    ^* 

Committee  on  Rerisals,  with  a  Tiew  that  they  be  detached  there-  fij^lf,^.      ^ 
firom,  and  placed  in  a  more  appropriate  relation  in  the  Diseipline. 

On  motion  of.  W.  Hamilton,  the  report  of  the  Committee  BeD<»rt  oroom- 
on  Missions  was  taken  op,  and  so  much  of  the  report  as  re-    ftoDitdctaop. 
Ifttes  to  Missionary  Bishops  and  to  a  Bishop  for  Africa,  was 
read. 

H.  Bangs,  seconded  by  J.  S.  Porter,  moved  the  following 
as  a  substitute  for  so  much  of  the  report  as  had  been  read, 
namely : 

Whertat,  The  Liberia  Annual  Conference  has  felt  the  necessity   Substltate    fbr 
of  episcopal  seryice  beyond  the  ability  of  our  bishops  residing  in     th«  Itopott 
this  country  to  render ;  and, 

Wkereoi,  it  is  the  desire  of  this  Oeneral  Conference  to  promote 
the  work  of  God  in  that  as  well  as  other  countries,  in  such  way 
and  by  such  means  as  may  appear  to  be  the  'l>est  adapted  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  people ;  therefore, 

Retolvedf  That  the  Liberia  Annual  Conference  be  at  liberty  to 
form  themselyes  into  a  separate  Church  establishment. 

Reiolvtdf  That  we  do  hereby  recommend  to  our  brethren  in 
Africa  to  adopt  the  form  of  goYemment  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States,  with  only  such  modifications  as  the 
circumstances  may  require. 

Reiolvedt  That  should  the  Liberia  Annual  Conference  arail 
themselves  of  the  foregoing  proTisions,  and  elect  an  elder  to  the 
superintendence  of  the  Church  there,  desiring  his  ordination  by 
our  Bishops,  we  do  hereby  authorize  and  request  the  Bishops,  or 
any  of  them,  to  whom  such  elect  may  be  presented,  to  ordain  him. 

Beiolvedj  That  in  case  the  Church  in  Africa  become  separated 
from  us,  it  does  not  follow  that  we  will  cease  to  cherish  and  asrist 
tiiem  in  carrying  on  the  worlc  of  Ood  in  that  country,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  we  do  hereby  recommend  to  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
the  Missionary  Society  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  New- 
Tork,  to  continue  their  fostering  care,  and  make  such  approprisr 
tions  for  the  work  there,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  may  judge 
to  be  neeessttry,  provided  the  doctrines  and  moral  discipline  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  be  faithfully  preserred  among  them. 

Normal  Wilson,  seconded  by  Isaac  Parks,  moved  the  in-  ^^^^^M^fJS' 
definite  postponement  of  both  the  report  and  the  substitate,    4r^ 
and  on  a  count  vote,  12  voted  to  postpone  and  68  against 
it;  bnt  as  the  whole  number  voting  did  not  constitute  a  Aqnomm  dMs 
qaorum  of  the  Gonferenee,  the  dwir  pronounced  that  the  uMmM, 
Inotidn  did  not  prevail 

Benjamin  Griffen  moved  that  Conference  do  now  mfynm ;  HoUon  to  as- 
but  the  motion  was  lost  Lnt^ 

On  motion  of  Henry  Slioer,  the  rdl  of  Oonfelfence  was  cui  or 
caDed,  imd  168  meffiben  answered  to  their  names;  and  as    "^ 
147  members  constitute  a  quorum  of  thii  body,  it  was  ibtftid 
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ict7Hi8M.    ijint  ^ere  was  a  quorum  present,  whereupon  the  vote  was 
?bteon  m^n  again  taken  on  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  report 

^taS!^"^  and  substitute  as  aforesaid,  and  12  voted  for  indefinite  post- 
Motton    lost^  ponement,  and  66  against  it,  and  the  diair  as  before,  and  for 

to^i^^™  '^  ^®  ^°^^  reason,  pronounced  that  the  motion  did  not  pre- 
vail. 
Motirni  to  ad-      Benjamin  Griffen  again  moved  that  Conference  do  now 
^«^  adjourn ;  but  the  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  42  to  100. 

Motion  to  ad-      The  motion  to  adjourn  was  immediately  renewed,  and  was 
LMt°*  again  lost 

Mocioit  to  can      John  ItTOlintock  moved  that  the  roll  of  members  be 
Lort.     ^'^^  called,  to  ascertain  if  there  is    a  quorum  present;  but  the 

motion  did  not  prevail. 
Motion  to  ad-       The  motion  to  adjourn  was  renewed,  and  a  call  of  the 
ouD^tboTMB  y®"*  *^^  ^*y®  demanded ;  but  as  twenty-five  did  not  vote  in 

ttdim  not  favor  of  the  call,  it  was  not  sustained ;  and  on  vote,  the  mo- 


tion to  adjourn  was  lost 
Motion  to  ad-      The  modon  to  adjourn  was  again  renewed,  and  carried  by 
Lo^  a  vote  of  88  to  43. 

A^Jomnmant         Conference  closed  at  a  quarter  past  eleven  o'clock,  with 

singing  the  dozology,  and  the  benediction  by  A.  M.  Osbon. 

MOISDAT  AFTEKNOON,  MAT  26,  1856. 

Mi9'9^i66&        Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  Bishop  Morria 
in  the  chair. 

'  The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Bldiaid 
Haney,  of  the  Rock  River  Conference. 
The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 
Ordarsospendod       On  motion  of  A.  J.  Phclps,  the  regular  oider  of  business 
BiarerT^takra  was  suspended  by  a  vote  of  110  to  48 ;  and  on  further  mo- 
^^'  tion  of  A.  J.  Phelps,  the  Report  of  the  majority  of  the  Com- 

mittee on  Slavery  was  taken  up,  and  the  discossion  was  re- 
sumed. 
Mo^n  to  «-      Pending  the  discussion,  K  Thomson  having  spoken  80 
i«at  minutes,  John  A.  Collins  moved  that  he  have  liberty  to  pio- 

ceed ;  but  the  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  73  to  85. 
MotioBto  John  ItTClintock  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  fimitiiig 

toeonrinutea.    Speakers  in  debate  to  30  minutes,  and  to  extend  the  time  to 

one  hour. 
Mottratoiaroii      w.  H.  Brockway  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  tafaK 
i<ort.  but  the  motion  was  lost;  after  which  the  motion  of  J* 

(hj^mottoa  ipcKntock  prevailed. 
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On  motion  <rf  J.  A. Collins,  £.  Thomson  was  requested  to  J^^  ^^^ 
resume  his  argument  mider  the  new  rule.    He  then  con-    quested  to  ■«. 
duded  his  remarks,  at  the  close  of  which,  J.  A.  Collins  hay-    m«Qt.     "^^ 
ing  obtained  the  floor,  K  Thomson  moved  that  Conference  ifotton  to  ad- 
do  now  adjoum ;  but  the  motion  was  lost.  ^    i^t. 

The  discussion  having  proceeded  for  a  short  time,  the  A4)oiinmMiit 
motion  to  adjourn  was  renewed  and  carried. 

Benediction  by  J.  P.  Durbin. 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAT  27, 1866.  ^  «•  i««. 

Conference  met  this  morning;  Bishop.  Janes  in  the 
chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  J.  L. 
Thompson,  of  the  Northwestern  Indiana  Conference. 

The  Joumal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Bishop  Baker  announced  the  following  committees  or- 
dered by  the  Conference,  namely : 

Committee  on  the  memorial  of  Reeder  Smith :  H.  W.  Oommittee  en 
Reed,  P.  S.  Bennett,  W.  H.  Collins,  H.  Summers,  and  A.  £S^miib! 
Brown. 

Committee  on  the  resolutions  offered  by  D.  B.  Randall,  ftommitteo  <m 
namely :  D.  B.  Randall,  J.  M.  Stallard,  and  Hiram  Buck.        fered  hj  d.  & 

Heman  Bangs  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day,  to  oi^erafthed^^ 
introduce  a  resolution  in  relation  to  a  final  adjournment  of   '™''**^*^ 
the  Conference. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend,  by  providing  for  the  in- 
troduction of  resolutions  in  relation  to  other  matters,  as 
well  as  the  one  indicated  in  the  motion  to  suspend,  and  the 
amendment  prevailed,  and  the  motion  as  amended  was 
adopted. 

H.  Bangs,  seconded  by  B.  Giiffen,  moved  the  following 
resolution,  namely: 

Retolved,  That  this  Conference  oome  to  a  final  a4iouxnm6nt  on  Betolntion  «» a 
flatiuday  the  81st  instant  SSt^'^'™' 

This  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 
C.  S.  Coats,  seconded  by  William  Reddy,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  namely : 


I«idoii  ttieti. 
ble. 


Rtiolved,  That  the  election  of  editors  of  the  periodicals  under  Bewlatlon  flz- 

the  Buperrision  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis-  h^g  the  time  of 

copal  Church,  and  of  the  Book  Agents  at  New-Tork  and  Cindn-  ****  e«-^«"- 
nati,  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  at  nine  o'clock  A.  Bl 
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t!^^.^        ^  modon  of  L  N.  Felch,  the  resolutiQii  wbs  laid  on  Ae 
Ma.  table  by  a  vote  of  104  to  42. 

On  motion  of  W.   H.  Brodrvray,   seconded  by  8.  Dl 
Simonds,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

BMohitton    in-  -lUiolved,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Public  Worship  be,  and  th^ 

g^^g^  <Jj  are  hereby  instnioted,  hereafter,  daring  the  preeent  setSMm  of 

PnbUo    Wor-  ^^^'  General  Conferenoe»  not  to  appoint  members  of  this  hoAj  to 

■blp.  preach  ont  of  this  city,  or  its  immediate  Ticinity. 

W.  H.  Brockway,  seconded  by  R.  Sapp,  moved  the  fid- 
lowing  resolution,  namely : 

'ht^^  to  tiT       R^Mlvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Bevisals  be,  and  they  are  hsn- 

^oramofSe   **^'  instructed  to  examine  and  ivpert  as  to  the  propriety  of 

Oeneral    Con-   amending  the  Discipline  in  chap,  iii,  sec.  2,  ans.  S,  on  page  32, 

fennoe.  last  line,  by  striking  out "  two  thirds,"  and  inserting  **  a  ni»- 

jority." 

Udd  on  the  tap       Qn  motion  of  J.  Brooks,  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

0.  M.  Boyd,  seconded  by  H.  Crews,  moved  the  following 

resolution,  namely : 

Seiolutlon    to  J{ef ofvcct,  That  the  Committee  on  BeTisals  be  instructed  to  ia- 

C^       ^  quire  into  the  expedience  of  so  altering  the  Biseipline,  chap,  ix, 

efiwge   power  "^  ^*  ^^  4,  as  to  read :  "  iwvcrtAcZeft,  if  in  anv  of  the  ahoTS- 

to   appeal    in  mentioned  oases,  the  minister,  or  preacher  in  <marge,  differ  in 

ease ofthetrlal  judgment  fh>m  the  majority  of  the  society  or  the  select  nva- 

^a  memoer.  ^im,  concerning  the  innooeaoe  or  guilt  of  the  accused  person,  in 

such  case  the  minister,  or  preacher  in  charge,  may  appeal  (he 

,  case  to  Uie  ensuing  Quarterly  Conference."    ' 

This  resolution  was  lost 
Section   w-       A.  J.  Dana,  seconded  by  William  Reddy,  moved  the  folr 
iotomiiizatioii    lowiuff  resolution,  namely : 

efmarrlageby  ^                                    ^ 

toarStog^  ^folved,  That  the  Committee  on  Bevisals  be,  and  hereby  an,  in- 

preachen.  siracted  to  inquire  and  report  whether  it  is  not  expedient  and  ds- 

IM    on    ihe  eirable  to  authorise  unordained  trareling  preachers,  who  may 

**^***  have  charge  of  drouits  and  stations,  to  solemnise  matrimony. 

Thia  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  John  Lucoock,  seconded  by  H.  Kinsley, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

^Jphifckm  le-  Ruolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Bevisals  be  instruetsd  to 
mShSc  p«r^  inquire  into  the  expedience  of  so  altering  our  Discipline, 
vnatato  iZ  Part  I,  chapter  ii,  section  2,  answer  1,  as  to  make  it  read, 
**  after  baring  met  at  least  six  months  in  class,"  instead  of  reel- 
ing, *' with  WHOM  they  have  met  at  least  six  months  in  dasa.'' 

S.  W.  Coggeshall,  seconded  by  D.  Wise,  moved  the  fet 
lowing  preamble  and  resolution,  namely : 

SSSst^rf  Sr       WheriOM,  the  law  of  our  Lord  on  the  suljeot  of  IKvoroe,  ^Afla 
reoogniied  by  most  Christiaa  Churches,  and  also  upheld  by  moat 


rtaolntlon   re* 
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Ohrisiiaa  Slatof,  has  been  abrogated  by  many  of  these  United     M^  9T,  186& 
States,  in  conseqaenoe  of  which  there  are  persons  in  good  and 
regular  standing  in  our  Churches,  who,  aooording  to  this  law,  are 
gidlty  of  transgression  of  the  Seventh  Commandment,  and  we  now 
have  no  Disciplinary  rale  to  prohibit  it ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Bevisals  be  instmoted  to  flrame  ' 

a  section  for  onr  book  of  Discipline,  in  whioh  the  law  contained  in 
Matthew  t,  81,  32,  shall  be  embodied,  and  in  which  it  shall  be 
distinctly  set  forth  that  persons  guilty  of  its  yiolation  cannot  be 
allowed  membership  in  the  Methi&st  £pisoopal  Churoh. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  were,  on  motion  of  A.  San-  Ltfd  «&  the 
denon,  laid  on  the  table. 

8.  Van  Deusen,  seconded  by  A.  M.  Osbon,  moved  the 

following  resolution,  namely : 

BiMolved,  That  when  we  ad|ioum,  we  acyoum  to  meet  at  half  BeMlation  to 
past  two  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  and  acting  upon  re-  ^^  ^'\^^ 
pouts  of  committees  now  on  the  table.  Bpedfle     pnr- 

W.  B.  Disbro  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by  striking  Ammdment 
out  so  much  as  prescribes  the  business  of  Conference  for  the    P'®?**^ 
afternoon  session. 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table,  ^^'^  ^  J7 
but  the  motion  was  lost,  the  amendment  prevailed,  and  the    °>fnt  on  the 

,     .  ,    _  .    _  *  table, 

rasolution  as  amended  was  earned.  Loet. 

A.  Lowrey,  seconded  by  I.  Parks,  moved  the  following  res-    preraUed,  sii4 

,    ..  1  motion         as 

olutlOD,  namely  :  emended    ear. 

JUtolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Bevisals  be,  and  hereby  are,  Jj^    mmImm 

inatructed  so  to  alter  the  Discipline  as  to  require  local  preachers  ^^  Sei^ 

to  pass  an  examination  before  the  preacher  in  charge,  or  the  amlned  on  the 

Firesiding  Elder  within  whose  jurisdiction  he  may  reside,  on  the  course  of  ktody 
prescribed  course  of  study,  as  a  condition  of  ordination. 

This  resolution  was,  on  motion  of  W.  Cooper,  laid  on  the  Xsid    on    the 

table.  ^^ 

John  Poisal,  seconded  by  Norval  Wilson,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  namely : 

Ruolved  by  the  General  Conference,  &a,  That  the  Discipline  be  Beeolntion    re- 

■o  altered,  that  when  a  traveling  presfoher  is  employed  as  an  agent  a^^nt^^nl^ 

of  a  State  Bible  Society,  auxiliary  to  the  American  Bible  Society,  n«Mhen    to 

the  Bishop  may  have  power  to  make  such  appointment  as  is  now  the  asen^  of 

provided  for  in  the  employment  of  agents  for  state  colonization  ^letiiM?*^'^^ 
aodeties,  chaplains  to  state  prisons,  and  in  the  army  and  navy,  &c. 

This  resolution  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule.  ^»  orer  joxSm 

the  mle. 

Asbury  Lowrey  moved  to  take  up  the  report  on  Slavery,  Motion  to  take 
if hich  was  under  consideration  at  the  time  of  adjournment    on  suymy; 
j«sterday ;  but  the  motion  was  lost 

On  motion  of  James  B.  Pinley,  seconded  by  James  'SS^us'mIS 
Porter,  the  Hon.  Judge  McLean  and  his  Associates  were  g^^<^^ 
inwHed  to  a  ie^t  within  the  bar  of  &e  Conference.  the  b«r. 

]£  Dustio  presented  a  memorial  from  Edgar  Conkling  on  'k'^SSkii^^ 
^l0j  DelegatioB,"  aad  in  xdntioa  to  tlie  appointment  of    tton,*<?^^^'^ 
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H^2T,i8BC.  ministers  to  secular  positions;  and  it  was  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Lay  Delegation. 

Memorial  ^  Richard  Hanej  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from 

Abingdod.  Abingdon,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  (Committee  on  Slavery. 

Memorials  from  S.  Y.  Monroe  presented  two  memorials,  one  from  Halsey- 

and  ^  Broad-  Street  Ghurch,  and  one  from  Broad-street  Church,  Newark, 

thi^no^  a^on  both  asking  that  no  change  be  made  in  the  Discipline  on  the 

au^r^^^  subject  of  Slavery,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee 

^SS  onSlsveiy. 

Memories  from  J.  S.  Porter  presented  two  memorials,  one  from  Central 

Coatral  Chnwh 

and     Union-  Church,  and  one  from  Union-street  Church,  Newark,  both 

thi? nonaction  asking  that  no  action  be  taken  by  the  General  Conference 

Biaveiy.^  ^°  ou  the  Subject  of  Slavery;  and  they  were  referred  to  the 

Beftirred.  CJommittee  on  Slavery. 

Mamoriai  from  H.  BancTS  presented  a  memorial  from  members  of  Seventh- 

piOTinffthatno  Street  Church,  New-York,  asking  that  po  action  be  taken  on 

on  BiaTerr.  the  subject  of  Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 


on  Slavery. 

Memorial     on      James  Porter  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from  North 
Baaeeutreet     Russel-street,  Boston,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 

Bflfened.  ^y 

on  Slavery. 
Mfflioriai  on  Luke  Hitchcock  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  fit)m 
^mouie.  Lamoille,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 
Memorifja  from  Isaac  Parks  presented  three  memorials  from  the  Quarterly 
Mills  on  Conference  of  New- York  Mills  Station,  one  on  the  subject 
sion^*  Time»  of  Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery; 
«d^L»7  Dele-  ^^^  ^^  ^^  Extension  of  Time  of  Ministerial  Service,  and  it 
^^'^"^  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy ;  and  one  on 

the  subject  of  '*  Lay  Delegation,"  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Lay  Delegation. 
Invitation     to       John  P.  Durbin  presented  an  invitation  from  Philadelphia 

hold  Uie  next    ^     ^,      y,  1  1-1     i.  1    1 1   •  .        .       , 

aeaston       In  to  the  General  Conference  to  hold  its  next  session  *  m  that 
Xdd    on^  the  city.    It  was  laid  on  the  table  till  the  subject  to  which  it 


relates  shall  come  up ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
^to^unSr^  James  B.  Pinley  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Quarter* 
^^^gnper-  ly  Meeting  Conference  of  Lebanon  Station,  praying  that  male 
3B«*"«^  superintendents  of  our  Sunday  Schools  be  made  membere 

of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to 

the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools. 
VMBoriai  ft«n       Georire  M.  Boyd  presented  a  memorial  from  members  of 
joa^BoMidariea.  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  West  Ltt^erty  Statkm, 

North  Ohio  Conference,  in  relation  to  Bonndariesy  and  it 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundariea. 


Journal  of  the  General  Canfertnee^  1856.  121 

E.  Thomson  presented  a  memorial  from  a  committee  on  Memoriai^SMii 
behalf  of  the  inmates  of  the  Indiana  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asy-    indton»    DmT 

''        and        Dumb 

lam,  asking  a  donation  of  a  full  set  of  the  books  published    Aff^iam. 
by  the  Western  Book  Concern,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

W.  Hamilton  presented  an  invitation  from  the  Baltimore  ip^|tedon     to 

^  hold  the  Bezt 

City  Station  to  the  General  Conference,  to  hold  its  next    Beesion  in  Bai. 

.         .  .1  .  X  ^  •  t  1  1  1       Ml     1         Umore. 

session  m  said  station.     It  was  laid  on  the  table  till  the  Lidd  on  the  ta- 

ble. 

matter  to  which  it  relates  shall  come  up ;  and  it  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

J.  K.  Gillet  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from  Read<  Memorial     on 

y^.       .  ,    .  i.        1  ,        xN  .  Blftvepy    from 

mg  Circuity  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on    Beading    cir- 

Siavery.  Beferred. 

George  W.  Walker  presented  a  memorial  from  John  W.  JJj"^nJ|S- 

Eeeley,  concerning  the  Conference  relations  of  Superannuated  j^i>a«^ 

Preachers,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revi-  Befened. 
sals. 

1.  N.  Baird  presented  the  Quadrennial  Report  of  the  ^JgjJ^y*^'  ***• 

Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate,  Committee  of 

-         1  ,       _,  .,,>,>-,  the  PitUbnr0i 

and  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.    Chrietian  Ad- 

[See  Appendix  X.]  Beferred. 

Bishop  Janes  presented  the  Quadrennial  Report  of  the  Beport  of  tbo 

1     1  m  i»    1      r^i  «  *-i      I       mi  Tniateea  of  the 

Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund.    The  report  was    chartered 
read,  and,  on  motion  of  James  B.  Finley,  it  was  referred  to  sXrod. 
a  select  committee  of  five.     [For  report,  see  Appendix  Y.] 

On  motion  of  H.  Crews,  seconded  by  L.  Hitchcock,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

M€$ohfed,  That  the  special  oommittee  just  ordered,  be  requested  Beaolntton  eon- 

io  inquire  into  the  expedience  of  loaning  the  funds  of  the  Char-  oerning  invMt- 

tered  Fund  in  some  of  our  states  where  the  legal  rate  of  interest  ^  *^!i?!ljf 

U  ten  per  oent  ^  ^mT^ 

W.  B.  Disbro,  seconded  by  M.  Dostin,  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  namely : 

Reeolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revlsals  be  instructed  to  re-  BeaohitioDnlit- 
port  a  change  in  the  Discipline,  so  that  the  appointment  of  preach-    {Wr  ^  C~ 
ers  to  Seamen's  work.  Chaplains  to  the  Navy  and  Penitentiary,     ^   ^ 
shall  be  limited  to  the  same  time  as  preachers  in  the  regular 
work. 

This  resolution  was  not  adopted.  j^^^ 

On  motion  of  William  M'Combs,  the  report  of  the  ma-  BMMrt 
jority  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery  was  taken  up.  ap.^^ 

John  A.  Collins  having  the  floor,  resumed  his  argument, 
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ifajS7,i8B&    aQ(j  jifUr  having  spoken  out  the  hour  allotted,  he  was,  on 

motion  of  Henry  Slioer,  pennitted  to  proceed. 
^JJJJJ^     P«>"       At  3  minutes  before  12  o'clock,  John  Dempster  having 

the  floor,  on  motion,  the  session  was  prolonged  till  he  should 

complete  his  argument. 
Afloonunant         j^^  seventeen  minuted  past  12  o'clock,  Conference  adjourn- 

ed  with  singing  the  Doxologj,  and  the  benediction  by  Uriah 

Heath. 

TuBSDAT  Afternoon. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  Bishop  Scott 
in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  W.  A. 
Wilmer,  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 
B«port  on  Slav-       Qn  motion,  the  subject  under  consideration  at  the  time 

eiy  taken  np.  * 

of  adjournment  was  taken  up  and  the  discussion  was  resumed, 
flutatttnte    for      Jacob  Younff,  seconded  by  E.  Thomson,  moved  the  fol- 

Uie  report  on  ®  '', 

I  BiaTerj.  lowing  resolutions  as  a  substitute  for  the  second  resolution 

!  of  the  report,  and  the  whole  matter  comprised  under  it, 

I  namely : 

i  1.  Reiolved,  That  no  man  has  a  moral  right  to  liold  a  fellow-being 

as  property. 
j  2.  Resolvedt  That  it  is  the  duty  of  all  our  members  and  nroba- 

I  tioners  who  may  sustain  the  legal  relation  of  slaveholder,  to 

teach  their  servants  to  read  the  word  of  Ood ;  to  allow  them  to 
!  attend  the  public  worship  of  God  on  our  regular  days  of  Divine 

I  service ;  to  protect  them  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  con- 

jugal, parental,  and  filial  relations ;  to  give  them  such  compensa- 
1  tion  for  their  services  as  may  be  just  and  equal;  to  make  such 

provision  as  may  be  legally  practicable  to  prevent  them  and  their 
posterity  from  passing  into  perpetual  slaveiry,  and  to  treat  them 
in  all  respects  as  required  by  the  ton  commandments  and  the  law 
of  love. 

3.  Resolvedf  That  we  recommend  all  our  membership  and  minis- 
try to  make  the  condition  of  the  Africans  in  bondage  upon  onr 
shores  a  prominent  subject  of  prayer ;  beseeching  Ood  to  deliver 
them  from  their  bondage  without  servile  or  civil  wars,  the  disso- 
lution of  our  Union,  or  any  other  judgment,  and  to  indine  tiie 
hearto  of  the  American  people  to  repent  of  all  their  oppression, 
and  by  all  possible  means  atone  for  the  wrongs  they  have  dons  to 
the  helpless. 

4.  Rndved,  That  we  advise  our  people  to  memorialize  Congress 
to  provide  by  law,  that  whenever  any  slave  Stato  shall  signify  her 
willingness  to  emancipate  her  slaves,  such  State  shall  reoeive  fbr 
her  slaves  a  reasonable  compensation  from  the  national  treaanry 
for  the  slaves  so  to  be  emancipated. 

W.  B.  Disbro,  who  had  spoken  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Slavery,  having  obtained  the  floor,  a  qaeation  of 
order  was  raised  by  John  P.  Durbin,  as  to  whether  one  who 


or 
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bid  mkaa  on  the  report  on  Slavery,  lias  a  riffht  now  to  _^ v  V,  1856. 

^^       .  ,.,.  ,  i».         H«B  a  member 

tpeak  on  the  subetitote  relating  to  the  same  ffeneral  sumect    aiigfattospeak 

*Tr  J    . .      X  1-  I.  11 1.  1.  on  *»»«  "Sstt- 

until  every  one  deBinng  to  speak  shall  have  spokes.  tat*  who  \m 

The  chair  dedded  that  the  rule  prohibits  a  second  speech  |^^t  ^^  ^* 
only  on  the  particular  motion  under  consideration  at  the  ^^S^^  ^  ^^ 
time  the  member  addressed  the  Ck>nference,  and  does  not  ^^  pSS^i^ 
prohibit  him  from  speaking  to  anyn^i^  motion  or  resolution,  ^^^raao^T 
though  it  may  involve  the  same  general  subject 

From  this  decision  B.  P.  Crary  appealed  to  the  Confer-  ^^'J^eototoSTS 
ence,  whereupon  Thomas  J.  Thompson  moved  that  the  de-  j^^^f  ^ 
ciftion  of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Conference ;    obair  nistain- 
and  the  motion  was  sustained  by  a  vote  of  95  to  80. 

C.  Eingsley  moved  that  the  substitute  lie  on  the  table  ^^^^tS>ie!*'^ 
and  be  printed.    J.  A.  Collins  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  and  the  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table ;  and  so 
much  of  the  motion  as  relates  to  printing  the  substitute  was 
earned  by  a  vote  of  104  to  70. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned.  A4|«Biim»t 

Benediction  by  Benjamin  Griffen. 

WEDNESDAY  MOENING,  MAY  28, 1866.       hvm^isml 

Conference  met  this  morning;  Bishop  Simpson  in  the 
chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Samuel 
Wakefield,  of  tiie  Rttsburgh  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  waa  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

8.  Y.  Monroe  moved  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Major-  Mo«k«  to  xab 
ity  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  onSUye^: 

A.  Sanderson  moved  to  lay  tiie  motion  of  S.  Y.  Monroe  Motion  to  lar 
on  the  table,  but  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  waa  lost,  and  iMt,andorigiiit 
the  motion  to  take  up  the  report  prevailed.  JlaT*****'  ^^ 

Biahop  Baker  announced  the  following  committee  on  the  OraimittM   on 
Beport  qI  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund,  namely :  F.    Tnuteeeoftho 
Hodgson,  A.  M.  Osbon,  W.  A.  Wilmer,  R  G.  Wood,  A.    Fund. 
Webster. 

Pending  the  discussion,  W.  H.  Brockway  moved  that  when  ^<^  ^  ™^ 
we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  half  past  two  o'clock  P.  M.    p.  m 

Thomas  H.  Peame  moved  the  following  resolutions  as  a  s^stitate  oAr- 
aabstitnte  to  the  foregoing  motion,  namely : 

1.  Besolvtd,  That  when  we  a^nni  we  a<i|jaam  to  meet  at  two 
o'clock  P.  M. 
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UiO'a^lSHL        2.  Reiolved,  That  no  ftirther  debate  shall  be  had  on  slaTeryaflor 
to^. 

SaiwutDte  Ud      On  motion  of  W.  H.  Brockway,  the  sabstitnte  was  laid  <m 
<«^«*^^      the  table. 

Hotion  unend-       On  luotion  of  H.  Slicer,  the  original  motion  was  amended 
"      ^       by  striking  out  "  half  past  two  o'clock"  and  inserting  **  two 
o'clock,''  and  ihe  motion  as  amended  was  adopted. 
A4)oanim«nt.         Conference  adjourned  with  singing  the  Doxology,  and  with 
the  benediction  by  Israel  Chamberiayne. 

Wednesday  Afternoon. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  Bishop  Baker 
in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  P.  S.  Ben- 
nett, of  the  Wisconsin  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 
Beport  in  rei*-       Hcman  Banfirg,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Temporal 

tion  to  pftylng  .  . 

the  widows aod  Economy,  presented  a  report  in  relation  to  the  paying  the 

^sedBtobopa!  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  Bishops;  it  was  read,  and 
^  ^  ''°^'*  1»«  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

Order  Bimpend-       On  motion  of  William  Reddy,  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
Beporton  sut-  ness  was  suspended,  and  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of 

ery  uken  up.     ^^  Majority  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery  was  resumed. 
SHoCT  has  per-       Pending  the  discussion,  Heniy  Slicer  having  spoken  out 

tinae  hisangn-  his  hour,  ou  motion  of  R.  S.  Rust,  he  had  liberty  to  continue 

menfe  at  plots- 

we.  his  argument  at  pleasure. 

AAjoomment         Conference  adjourned  at  six  o'clock  P.  M. 
Benediction  by  H.  Bangs. 


Mv«M««.        THUESDAT  MOKNING,  MAY  29,  1866. 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Ames  in  the  chair. 
The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  A  IC 
Osbon,  of  the  New-York  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 
Order  «r  tmai-       On  motion  of  John  Kennaday,  seconded  by  K  H.  Pilcher, 
toft  a  speeiiio  the  regular  order  of  business  was  suspended,  to  consider  the 
**'*'^*^  following  preamble  and  resolution,  which  they  submitted, 

namely : 

Pnemble  and  Whereai^  a  very  large  amount  of  the  most  important  buaiiiees 
reeoiation  re-  of  the  General  Conferenoe  remaLns  either  nntouched,  or  in  a  very 
"*•*">•  imperfect  state;  and 


J  hj 

vote    of    thit 
morning? 
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WheretUj  the  Beport  of  the  Committee  on  Slayery,  alter  oocopj-  IJ^  ^i  18M^ 

ing  the  attention  of  a  large  and  able  committee  for  sereral  weeKs,  SH^'^^'^    w 

has  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Conferenoe  for  seyeral  days,  slavery, 
daring  wliich  it  hae  been  eztenstTelj  discnBeed ;  therefore, 

Raolved,  That  after  Uie  speaker  who  shall  be  recognized  bj  the 

chair  this  morning  shall  have  spoken,  the  floor  shall  be  oon-  ^^^  reeolutloD 

ceded  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  SlaTcry;  after  which,  of  the  Report 

the  Beport  of  said  committee  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  except-  on       Slaverj 

ing  the  first  resolution,  which  resolution  shall  be  made  the  spedal  °)^}^;5^ 

order  of  the  day  for  this  morning  at  11  o'clock.  n  ovS<^ 

W.  H.  Brockway  moved,  that  the  vote  on  the  foregoing  odifortbejm- 
preamble  and  resdution  be  taken  withoat  farther  debate,    so^^. 
and  the  motion  prevailed,  156  voting  in  favor  of  it. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  were  then  adopted.  Preunbie    and 

On  motion  of  laaac  Parks,  the  consideration  of  the  Be-    !Sop£^ 
port  of  the  Majority  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery  was  re-  ^^'JiSi^' 
aumed. 

At  the  close  of  the  argument  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Question  of  or- 
Committee  on  Slavery,  J<^n  M'Clintbck  obtained  the  floor,  jg^ie  second 
and  a  question  of  order  was  raised,  as  to  whether  the  reso-  JJ^Vtobie^^ 
lution  adopted  this  morning  lays  the  second  resolution  of 
the  Report  of  the  Majority  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery  on 
the  table  without  fiuiher  vote  of  the  Conference  to  that 
effect.  t 

The  chair  decided  that  the  second  resolution  of  the  Re- 
port was  not  laid  upon  the  table  by  the  adoption  of  the 
aforesaid  resolution  this  morning. 

From  this  decision  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  Confer-  Anpeai  from  the 

1  -rr   «..  «     1         «       «     .  .  M  t        dectehm  of  the 

ence ;  whereupon,  H.  Sheer  moved,  that  the  decision  of  the    ehsir. 
chair  stand   as  the  judgment  8f  the  Conference ;  but  the 
motion  to  sustain  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  lost  by  a  vote 
of  93  to  107. 

Whereupon,  the  chair   announced  that,  by  this  action  Beport  on  sisv- 
of  the  Conference,  it  was  decided  that  the  Report  of  the    Sretnsohiaon, 
Committee  on  Slavery,  excepting  the  first  resolution,  was    bl&  ^'^       ^ 
laid  on  the  table  by  force  of  the  resolution  relating  to  that 
aubject  adopted  this  morning. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  it  was  resolved,  that  when  we  ^j^]*^^  "^ 
adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  this  afternoon  at  2  o'clock. 

The  chair  decided  that  J.  M'Clintock  was  entitled  to  the  Ohsir  sssigns 
floor.  From  this  decision  W.  Hosraer  appealed,  when,  on  AppasT^'tsken, 
motion  of  T.  J.  Thompson,  the  appeal  was  laid  on  the  t^ie.  ^^^ 
table. 

John  M'Clintock  moved  to  take  fiom  the  table  the  second  'ISMSe**r^ 
resolution  of  the  Report  of  the  Majority  of  the  Committee  Q^j^  ^  ^^ 
on  Slavery. 


of  the 
ohatr  not  sob- 


lie 
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Qaettloii  of  or- 
der. 

Istbe  first  res- 
olatton  of  the 
Report  now 
before  the  Con- 
ferenoe? 
Obirir  deddes 
not 

Appeal  from  the 
aecision  taken. 


A^nnniMnt 


A  question  of  order  was  raised,  to  wit :  whether,  by  ibroe 
of  the  resolution  adopted  this  morning,  the  first  resolution 
of  the  Report  of  the  Majority  of  the  G>mmittee  on  Slavoy 
is  not  now  before  the  Conference. 

The  chair  decided  that  the  first  resolution  is  not  before 
the  Conference,  unless  taken  up  by  specific  vote  to  that  effect 

H.  Mattison  took  an  appeal  from  this  decision  of  the 
diair,  and  while  the  appeal  was  pending,  on  motion  of  John 
A.  Collins,  Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  Bishop  Waugh. 
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Thurbdat  ArrxRNOON. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  Bishop  Wau^ 
m  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  George 
Pratt,  of  East  Maine  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 

B.  Griffen  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day.  H. 
Mattison  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  **  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  the  first  resolution  of  the  Repoit  of  the  Majority 
of  the  Committee  on  Slavery."  Thomas  H.  Peame  moved 
to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table.  The  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  was  lost,  the  amendment  prevailed,  and  the  motion 
as  amended  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  John  M^Clintock,  the  first  resolution  of  the 
Report  of  the  Majority  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery  was 
taken  up. 

A.  Sanderson,  seconded  by  J.  S.  Porter,  moved  that  the 
vote  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  be  taken  without 
further  debate,  and  the  motion  was  carried  by  a  vote  of 
146  to  55. 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  yeas  and  nays  weie 
ordered,  the  roll  of  Conference  was  called,  and  the  vote  was 
as  follows,  namely : 

Ayes. — ^Allen  of  Maine,  AUyn  of  Southern  Dlinois,  Baker, 
Bannister,  Barnes,  Bennett,  Berry,  Bingham,  Blakeslee^ 
Bowers,  Bradford,  Bristol,  Brockway,  Brouae,  Brown  of 
Cincinnati,  Brown  of  Troy,  Buck  of  East  Genesee,  Burling- 
ham.  Bums,  Button,  Carpenter,  Chamberlayne,  Clark  of 
Wyoming,  Coats,  Coggeshall,  Cook,  Cox,  Crary,  Crew8| 
Growell,  Culver,  Dana,  Dempster,  Dennis,  Disbro,  Dodge^ 
Dustin,  Erwin,  Evans,  Farrington,  Finley,   Flower,    Floy, 
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Powble,  FreDch,  Gillet,  Gome,  Gregg,  Griffin  of  Troy,  Gris-  UMj^^im.  ' 
wold.  Gurley,  Hall,  Hanej,  Harris,  Hawkins,  Heath,  Hender- 
son, Hibbard,  Hill  of  Erie,  Hitchcock,  Holliday,  Ho6mer,Hoyt, 
Hulburd,  Hull,  Eenney,  Kidder,  King  of  Vermont,  Kingsley 
of  Erie,  Kingsley  of  Gianesee,  Knox,  Leihy,  Lemon,  Lowrey* 
Marcy,  Mattison,  Moffatt,  Morey,  Mulfinger,  Parks  of  Troy, 
Parks  of  Oneida,  Peame  of  Wyoming,  Phelps,  Pilcher  of 
Michigan,  Pilcher  of  North  Ohio,  Pillsbury,  Poe,  Porter  of 
New-England,  Pratt,  Randall,  Raymond,  Reddy,  Reid  of 
New- York  East,  Requa,  Rice  of  New-England,  Rust,  San- 
derson, Sapp,  Simonds,  Smith  of  New-Hampshire,  Stallard, 
Starks,  Starr,  Stanton,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Thompson  of  North- 
western Indiana,  Thomson  of  North  Ohio,  Thurston,  Waite, 
Wakefield,  Washburn,  Watson,  Watte,  Webster,  Whedon, 
Wheeler,  Wilson  of  Erie,  Wise,  Witherspoon,  Yocum, 
Toung  of  Cincinnati. — 122. 

Nays. — ^Baird,  Bangs,  Barker,  Battelle,  Beach,  Bewley,  HnySi 
Blain,  Blake,  Boyd  of  Northwestern  Indiana,  Boyd  of  Pitte- 
burgh,  Brooks  of  Cincinnati,  Brooks  of  Iowa,  Brown  of  Bal- 
timore, Brown  of  New-Jersey,  Buck  of  Illinois,  Carlton, 
Oartwright,  Chiyington,  Clark  of  New- York,  Collins  of  Bal- 
timore, Collins  of  Michigan,  Connell,  Conrey,  Coombe, 
Cooper  of  Philadelphia,  Corrington,  Crawford,  Crooks,  Cun- 
ningham, Drummond,  Durbin,  Felch,  Goheen,  Graham, 
Griffen  of  New-York,  Griffith,  Hamilton,  Hill  of  Indiana, 
Hirst,  Hodgson,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Jamison,  Kennaday, 
King  of  New-York,  Kinsley,  Kisling,  Kuhl,  Lanahan,  Lauck, 
Lenhart,  Lewis,  Luccock,  M'Clintock,  M*Combfi,  Martin  of 
Western  Virginia,  Martin  of  Baltimore,  Merwin,  Monroe, 
Morgan,  Nast,  Nichols,  Osbon,  Peame  of  Oregon,  Peck, 
Perry,  Poisal,  Porter  of  New-Jersey,  Power,  Quigley,  Reed 
of  Iowa,  Reese,  Rice  of  New-York,  Roberto,  Robertson,  Ru- 
ter,  RuUedge,  Sargent,  Slicer,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Summers, 
Bwaim,  Talbot,  Thompson  of  Philadelphia,  Trimble,  Trip- 
lett,  Trotter,  Van  Cleve,  Van  Densen,  Walker,  Wallace, 
"W^mer,  Wilson  of  Baltimore,  Wood,  Worthington,  Young 
of  Ohio— 96. 

Abemteee. — ^Dimmitt,  Phillips. 

As  two  thirds  of  the  members  did  not  fiivor  the  motion 
it  was  lost,  according  to  the  rule  of  the  Discipline  in  such 
cases  made  and  provided. 

M.  Raymond  moved  to  take  up  the  second  resolution  of    up  the  seeond 
the  Report  of  the  Majority  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery.         thTnpwi   ^ 
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iiR^dVJ^e      Thomas  H.  Peame  moved  that  the  motion  be  made  the 
the  mpuon  Uie  special  order  of  the  day  for  Friday  of  next  week,  at  three 

speolal     order     *,     ,    .      ,        ^  ^  ^ 

tor  Friday  of  o  cIocK  m  the  afternoon. 

A4}onnu]ient         On  modon  of  D.  B.  Randall,  Conference  adjourned. 
Benediction  by  J.  Flower. 

M^s^isua.  FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAT  80,  1866. 

Conference  met   this  morning;  Bishop  Morris  in  the 
chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  H.  Crews, 
of  the  Rock  River  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Mbtton  to  fluft-      James  Floy  moved  to  suspend  the  regular  order  of  the 

E?  order  *to  day  in  order  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Majority  of  the 
Beport^^  on  Committee  on  Slavery,  with  a  view  to  o£fer  a  substitute  for 
ordefto  offer's  the  second  resolution  of  said  report 

vlSS^^io  ]aj      ^*  ^*  Crriswold  moved  that  the  foregoing  motion  lie  on 

onuie  table.     ^^^  ^y^^  ^^^  ^^  motion  of  W.  H.  Peame,  it  was  ordered 

that  the  vote  on  the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table  be  taken 

Ajree  aod  nayB  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  roll  of  the  Conference  was  called,  and  the  vote  stands 
as  follows,  namely : 

Ajea.  Ayes. — Allen  of  Maine,  Allyn  of  Southern  Illinois,  Baird, 

Bangs,  Barker,  Battelle,  Beach,  Berry,  Bewley,  Bliun,  Blake, 
Brooks  of  Cincinnati,  Brooks  of  Iowa,  Brouse,  Brown  of 
Baltimore,  Brown  of  New-Jersey,  Brown  of  Troy,  Buck  of 
Illinois,  Carlton,  Cartwright,  Chivington,  Clark  of  New-York, 
Coggeshall,  Collins  of  Baltimore,  Connell,  Conrey,  Coombe, 
Cooper,  Corrington,  Cox,  Crary,  Crawford,  Crews,  Crooks, 
Cunningham,  Drummond,  Durbin,  Farrington,  Felch,  flnley, 
French,  Goheen,  Graham,  Griffen  of  New- York,  Griffin  of 
Troy,  Griffith,  Griswold,  Hamilton,  Heath,  Hill  of  Indiana, 
Hill  of  Erie,  Hirst,  Hodgson,  Holliday,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hoyt^  Jamison,  Eennaday,  King  of  New-York,  Eansley, 
Eisling,  Euhl,  Lanahan,  Lauck,  Lenhart,  Lewis,  Luccock, 
M'Clintock,  M'Combs,  Martin  of  Western  Virginia,  Martin 
of  Baltimore,  Merwin,  Monroe,  Morgan,  Nast,  Nichols,  Osbon, 
Peame  of  Oregon,  Peck,  Perry,  Pilcher  of  North  Ohio,  Rib- 
bury,  Poe,  Poisal,  Porter  of  New-Jersey,  Power,  Pratt, 
Quigley,  Reed  of  Iowa,  Reid  of  New- York  East,  Reese,  Rioe 
of  New-York,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Ruter,  Rutledge,  Sander- 
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son,  Sargent,  Simonds,  Slioer,  Smith  of  Iiicliana,  Summen,  li^i^un. 
Storks  Stevens,  Swaim,  Talbot,  Thompson  of  Philadelphia, 
Trimble,  Triplett,  Th>tler,  Van  Cleve,  Van  Deusen,  Walker, 
Wallace,  Waahbum,  W&tson,  Wilmer,  Wilson  of  Baltimore, 
Wilson  of  Erie,  Wood,  Worthington,  Yocum,  Young  of 
Ohio— 124. 

Hays. — Baker,  Bannister,  Barnes,  Bennet,  Bingham, 
Blakeslee,  Bowers,  Bojd  of  Northwest  Indiana,  Boyd  of 
Pittsburgh,  Bradford,  Bristol,  Brockway,  Brown  of  Cincin- 
nati, Buck  of  East  Genesee,  Burlingham,  Bums,  Button, 
Carpenter,  Chamberlayne,  Clark  of  Wyoming,  Goats,  Col- 
lins of  Michigan,  Cook,  Crowell,  Dana,  Dempster,  Dennis, 
Disbro,  Dodge,  Erwin,  Evans,  Flower,  Floy,  Fowble,  Gillet, 
€k>rrie,  Gregg,  Gurley,  Hall,  Haney,  Harris,  Hawkins,  Hen- 
derson, Hibbard,  Hitchcock,  Hosmer,  Hulburd,  Hull,  Een- 
ney,  Kidder,  King  of  Vermont,  Eingsley  of  Erie,  Eingsley 
of  Genesee,  Knox,  Leihy,  Lemon,  Lowry,  Marcy,  Mattison, 
Moffat,  Morey,  Mulfinger,  Parks  of  Troy,  Parks  of  Oneida, 
Peame  of  Wyoming,  Phelps,  Pilcher  of  Michigan,  Porter  of 
New-England,  Randall,  Raymond,  Reddy,  Requa,  Rice  of 
New-England,  Rust,  Sapp,  Smith  of  New-Hampshire,  Stal- 
lard,  Starr,  Stanton,  Thayer,  Thompson  of  NorUiwest  Indi- 
ana, Thomson  of  North  Ohio,  Thurston,  Waite,  Wakefield, 
Watts,  Webster,  Wheeler,  Whedon,  Witherspoon,  Young 
of  Cincinnati — 91. 

So  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Absentees. — Culver,  Dimmitt,  Dustin,  Phillips,  Wise — 6. 

C^eorge  Peck,  Chairman  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  ^^J^^JISl'  *° 
Church  suit  in  New- York,  appointed  at  the  last  General 
Conference,  submitted  the  report  of  said  committee.     It 
was  read  and  placed  on  file.  [For  Report,  see  Appendix  Z.] 

Nerval  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 
submitted  a  report  in  relation  to  the  case  of  Oliver  Burgess 
as  follows,  to  wit: 

The  Committee  on  Itineraney,  to  whom  was  rsfened  so  much  B<^  ci  Oon- 
of  the  Journal  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference  as  relates  to  the  case  ™^*^  wJ^ 
of  Oliver  Burgess,  a  former  member  of  that  Conference,  beg  leave  ^^  TUmH 
to  report:  of  Korth  Ohio 

That,  on  examination,  thej  find  the  Conference  passed  the  char*  OontewM  te 
aeter  of  said  Bargees,  recognixed  his  withdrawal  from  the  con-  ^ym?* 
neeiion,  and  entered  the  same  on  the  Journals ;  that  thej  snhse- 
qnently  reconsidered  the  passage  of  his  character  without  recon- 
sidering their  recognition  of  his  withdrawal  from  the  Choroh,  and 
then  refiued  to  para  his  character.  We  therefore  recommend  for 
adoption  the  following  resolution,  namely : 

Rtsohtd  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conlinenoaa  In 

9 


IB^KV  18IC  CtaierAl  Confereaee  aseemUed,  Thai  the  aetioa  of  the  North  (ftio 
Conference  in  reconsidering  the  paesage  of  the  character  of  0.  Bur- 
geee  after  thej  had  recognized  his  withdrawal  fh>m  the  Chnroh«  and 
then  reftuing  to  pass  his  character,  was  irv^ular  and  iuianthoiii«L 

to  re-       Pending  the  consideration  of  this  report,  John  H.  Power 
moved  that  the  case  be  remanded  to  tJie  North  Ohio  Con- 
ference for  re-adjudication ;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevaO, 
Report  adoptod.  and  the  report  as  submitted  was  adopted. 
%aiidtfies  ^       Thomas  Carlton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Boond- 
ijr^""**tiMW  *"^  submitted  a  report    It  was  read  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  rale.  the  Committee,  and  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

»jwrtreijung       W.  Hamilton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Missions, 
yUm  mtasioniL  submitted  a  report  relating  to  Scandinavian  Missions,  and 
lies  over  under  to  the  support  of  Superannuated  Missionaries.    It  was  read, 
and  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

N.  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 
submitted  a  further  report,  and  it  was  adopted  as  follows, 
namely: 

Beport  oonoem-  The  Committee  ou  Itineraney,  to  whom  was  referred  certain 
l^qne»tion>  queetions  respecting  Stewards,  signed  by  &  Washburn  and  & 
itowvSa,  ^*  Brown,  beg  leaye  to  report  for  adoption  the  following,  namely : 

Be$olved  by  the  delegates  of  the  seTeral  Annual  Conferences  in 
General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  duties  and  prerogatiyes 
of  stewards  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  are  well  defined  in 
the  Discipline,  and  that  the  questions  proposed  to  the  General  Con- 
ference by  S.  Washburn  and  S.  D.  Brown,  poperly  belong  to  the 
President  of  a  Quarterly  or  an  Annual  Conierence. 

Letter  of  Wm.       N.  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 

pMMTbeek.'^  reported  back  the  letter  of  William  Simmons,  stating  that 

it  contained  a  communication  to  the  Conference  merely,  and 

nothing  calling  for  the  action  of  the  committee ;  and  on  mo- 

Ldd    on    the  tion  of  J.  P.  Durbin,  the  communication  was  laid  on  the 

tibl& 

table. 

John  Eennaday,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Epis- 
copacy, submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : 

Btport  ef  the  The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  beg  leave  to  report:  That  the 
&«><>d^  ea  Tarious  subjects  claiming  their  attention  haTo  been  dnly  consid- 

From  OYery  conference  information  has  been  receiTed  respecting 

the  administration ;  and  the  result  shows  that  the  Bishops  hava 

been  faithfiil  in  their  work,  and  that  they  e^joy  the  AiIl  conflr 

ObvMimeltbe  dence  and  affection  of  the  respective  conferences.    The  committee 

BiihopepieBed.  therefore  recommend  that  their  characters  pass. 

Memoiieistobe  On  motion  of  J.  H.  Perry,  Conference  directed  that  all 
eh!££^    ^  memorials  presented  to  this  body  and  refiMTed  to  the  seYeral 

committees,  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  chairmen  d  thecooot- 

mittees  respectively. 
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Peter  Cartwright,  Chairman  of  a  Select  Committee  on  ^tT^imr 
Church  Extension^  Bubmitled  a  report  containing  the  follow-  c£arabSztti? 
ing  resolutions,  and  the  report  was  adopted.  Adopted. 

1.  Rtidved,  That  we  appreciate  and  oommend  the  seal  of  oar 
brethren  at  Chicago,  yet  we  do  not  think  it  practicable  at  this 
time  to  organize  such  a  soeiety  as  thej  desire. 

2.  Retolved,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  the  Annnai  Confer- 
ences, as  baring  this  work  more  immediately  under  their  snpei^ 
Tision  and  control,  to  adopt  such  measui^s  as  are  best  calculated, 
according  to  their  eiroumstances  and  neoessities»  and  by  all  pm- 
dential  means,  to  secure  the  desired  end. 

[For  the  Report,  see  Appendix  AA.] 

Henry  W.  Reed,  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee,  to  ssiwrt  oo  the 

whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Reeder  Smith,  submitted  Smith, 
a  report  in  relation  to  the  ease. 

P.  S.  Bennett,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  H.  Summers,  pre-  HinoHtyB^wrt 

sented  a  Minority  Report,  and  on  motion  of  N.  Wilson,  it  «MiJdoii£ 


waa  laid  on  the  table. 

.On  motion  of  B.  F.  Crary,  the  report  of  the  majority  of  MiJorityi  . 
the  committee  in  the  case  of  Reeder  Smith  waa  laid  on  the    bie.  ^ 
table  by  a  vote  of  80  to  50.  « 

George  F.  Brown,  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Report  r«ia^ 
Colored  Members,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  and    icembam. 
lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule.  the  rat^ 

D.  W.  Clark,  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee,  to  seport  on  Lay 
whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  Lay  Delegation,  submitted        «e*»^ 
a  report 

On  motion  of  F.  G.  Hibbard,  the  report  was  recommitted  BMmt  nnm 
to  afford  the  committee  an  opportuni^  of  receiring  and 
considering  sundry  memorials  on  that  subject,  which  have 
not  yet  come  into  their  hands. 

On  motion,  Conference  determined  that  when  we  adjourn  Aftcmooa  ita- 
we  adjourn  to  meet  at  2  o^cIock  this  afternoon. 

A.  Lowrey  submitted  the  Mowing  resolution,  namely : 

lUMohedt  That  we  recommend  the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation  BaaohitloDrriit- 
ie  eonsider  the  propriety  of  so  altering  the  Discipline  as  to  allow  higtoFtoaadit 
Laj  Financial  Delegates  in  oar  Annual  Conferences.  iMtfrtM. 

On  motion  of  J.  S.  Martm,  Ccmfsrence  adjourned. 
Benediction  by  J.  Lewis. 


FkODAT  AniBNOOV. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  Bishop  Janes 
in  tbe  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  John  Eis- 
ling,  of  the  Southeastern  Indiana  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 
H^v^^i'^^       On  motion,  members  not  present  on  the  call  of  the  yeas 
•^i^y*  per-  and  nays  were  permitted  to  record  their  votes  on  the  ques- 
MMttidrTotaii  tion  taken  in  that  method  this  morning. 
^L&htoTototii       ^  motion,  R  G.  Wood,  who  was  not  present  yesterday 
^  negatiTe.     when  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  first  resolution  of  the  Report 
of  the  Majority  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery,  was  permit- 
ted to  record  his  vote ;  and  he  voted  in  the  negative, 
ilptioa  to  tn*-       W.  D.  R.  Trotter  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day 
of  tiie  %i7  to  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Con- 
j^tM  Book  cem  relating  to  a  Book  Depository  and  Paper  at  St  Louis. 
oKjL^Si?^       On  motion  of  H.  Requa,  the  motion  to  suspend  for  the 
Motion  wd  on  p^^p^g^  indicated  was  laid  on  the  table. 


H^ottoa  to  ns-       S.  Van  Deusen  moved  to  suspend  the  reffular  order  of  the 

piivd  tho  ordor     .  r  -o 

ofibodigr.  day. 

Amendmont  J.  P.  Durbin  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  *'  for  the  pur- 

^"'^^''^^  pose  of  taking  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions.** 

Hotton  to  hr  S.  Van  Deusen  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the 

IllOMUfiMllllHHl 

OQ  tiko  tftbio.     table,  but  the  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  60  to  79. 
SttbftttDte    fat      James  Ploy  moved  to  substitute  for  the  amendment,  "for 
the     smond-  ^^  purpose  of  taking  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Tract  Cause.** 

On  motion  of  John  M'Clintock,  the  substitute  was  laid  on 
the  Uble. 
A  ttoo^  mb-       F.  G.  Hibbard  moved  as  a  substitute  for  the  amendment 

■Utvto  for  tho 


onUaotiMa. 


adopted. 


^'for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  Revisals  in  relation  to  Baptized  Children.** 

The  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  motion  as  amended 
prevailed. 
The  report  relating  to  baptised  children  was  then  taken  ip 
te^pSJ  and  read. 

'^Sf^Si^M^       On  motion  of  F.  G.  Hibbard,  Conference  prooeeded  to 
j^iteB    bf  ^Qg2^^  ^^  several  items  Beriaiim, 

The  first  question  and  its  answer  having  been  read, 
tiM  aJijS^      J.  B.  Merwin  moved  to  amend  the  answer  to  the  qnertioa 
~    by  striking  out  the  word  ^*  expected,**  and  insert  inaleftd 
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ih«r6of  the  word  **  required/'  and  by  strikiDg  out  the  words    ^^  ^  ^*^ 
"^iMing  all  diligenee  ia  bringing/'  and  inaerting  instead    wSflndiMnt 
thereof  the  words  *'  covenant  to  bring.** 

On  motion  of  W.  B.  Disbro^  the  motion  to  amend  was 


laid  on  the  table.  ^ 


F.  Hodgson  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  **  in 
a  state  of  grace,"  and  insert  the  words  **  in  £Eivor  with  God." 

On  motion  of  S.  Wakefield,  the  proposed  amendment  was 
laid  on  the  table.  tS^  *"    ^^ 

S.  Washburn  moved  to  refer  the  whole  report  to  a  select  com-  Mfltkm  to  vAr 
mittee,  to  consider  and  report  to  the  next  General  Conference,    to  rqwrt  to  tiM 

On  motion  of  W.  H.  Peame,  the  foregoing  motion  was    oonferesos. 
Uud  on  the  table.  laid^Jii    tiw 

D.  W.  Bristol  moved  that  the  vote  on  the  Answer  to  the  f^H^B  qom- 
Firrt  Question  be  taken  without  further  debate;  the  motion  nn!t^*SMtto« 
prevailed,  and  the  Answer  was  adopted.  3oLtod^"** 

The  Second  Question  and  Answer  were  read  and  adopted.  flMond    <^Mt- 

The  Third  Question,  with  its  several  Answers,  was  read,  tw^Sagi^ 
when,  on  motaon  of  J.  M'Clintock,  Conference  agreed  to  ThMOnv^S 
ooniider  the  several  Answers  in  order.  The  First  and  Second  %  ^  vSSt^ 
Answers  to  the  Third  Question  were  then  adopted.  ^j^i         a»i 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  Third  Answer  to  this    ^HS^^^ 
Question,  H.  Knsley  moved  to  amend  it  by  inserting  after 
the  words  **  a  desire  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come,"  the 
words,  ^  and  to  be  saved  from  their  sins." 

D.  B.  Randall  moved  to  lay  both  the  Answer  and  the  'J^fJUiMriS 
proposed  amendment  on  the  table.  Mnwdmeni  m 

A  division  of  the  question  having  been  ordered,  the  motion  xhtMod  «r  tlie 
to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table  was  lost  The  amend-  Send.  '^  ^ 
ment  was  then  adopted. 

Israel  Cbamberlayne  moved  that  the  vote  be  now  taken  ^^j[«g»jy»- 
without  fiirther  debate;  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  Third  Thw^ 
Answer  to  Question  Third,  as  amended,  was  adopted.    The  Fourth  . 
Fourth  Answer  to  the  Third  Question  was  then  adopted.         *^^vm 

The  report,  as  a  whole,  was  then  adopted  in  words  fol-  ^JJ^^ 

lowing,  to  wit: 

The  Committee  on  Revisals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  suljeet  %PMi  m 
of  the  Relation  of  Baptised  Children  to  the  Chwrah,  having  maturely    t£^  < 
eonsidered  this  important  suljeot,  beg  leave  to  pvesent  the  follow-    aIS. 
ing  as  their  repoi^  which  thej  recommend  to  be  inserted  in  the 
Discipline  as  see.  3  of  oh.  ii,  Part  I,  on  page  81. 

SunoK  UL^Of  BofHxtd  ChiUren.     •  ^'^S^^ 

Quitt  I.  Axe  all  young  children  entitled  to  Baptism  ?     • 
jhu.  We  hold  that  all  children,  by  virtue  of  the  unoondUtionil  AU ; 
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S«btlon  ofBap- 
dzed  ChUdren 
t«UM  Charah. 


Begister  ofthe 
JtetrideDcw, 
PweoUgo^ 
Namee^       and 
dates    of    the 

3irtb  and  Bap- 
tlam  of  ChU- 
dren. 

To  be  tangbt 
the  nature  and 
deeigaof  Bap- 
tiam. 

To  attend  daaa. 


To  be  reoeiyed 
'Intoftill  mem- 
benhlp. 


Jfay  80t  t86A.  .benefits  of  the  atonement)  are  mambers  of  the  kingdom  of  Ogd, 
^<)°«°^tled  and,  therefore,  graoionsljr  entitled  to  baptinm ;  but  as  infant  bap- 
BHtw'B.  ii^Q  cootemylates  -a  ooone  of  religioas  insiraction  aad  £sei- 
pUne,  it  is  expected  of  all  parents  or  goardlans  who  ^reaent  tbair 
children  for  baptism,  that  they  use  all  diligence  in  bringing 
them  up  in  conronnitj  to  the  word  of  Ood,  and  they  shonhl  be 
solemnly  admonished  of  this  obligation,  and  eaniesUy  exhorted 
to  faithftilness  therein. 

Qm«.  2.  What  is  the  relation  of  baptised  children  ta  the  Church  ? 

•tfiu.  We  regard  all  children  who  hate  been  baptised,  as  placed 
in  Tisible  covenant  relation  to  God,  and  under  the  special  care 
and  superrision  of  the  Church. 

Quei.  8.  What  shall  bedone  for  the  baptised  children  of  our  Chanh? 

Jn$.  1.  The  preacher  in  charge  shall  preserre  a  fbll  and  accu- 
rate register  of  the  names  of  all  the  baptized  children  within  his 
pastoral  cars ;  the  dates  of  their  birth,  baptism,  their  parental 
and  places  of  residence. 

^nt,  2.  As  early  as  they  shall  be  able  to  understand,  let  them 
be  taught  the  nature,  design,  and  obligations  of  their  baptism, 
and  the  truths  of  religion  neoeasaiy  to  make  them  wise  onto  sal- 
vaiion ;  let  them  be  encouraged  to  attend  class,  and  to  gire  regu- 
lar attendance  upon  all  the  means  of  graee,  aocwding  to  tMr 
age,  capacity,  and  religious  experience. 

^m,  3.  Whenever  they  shall  baye  attained  an  age  sufficient  to 
understand  the  obligations  of  religion,  and  shiUl  giye  eyidence  of 
a  desire  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come,  and  to  be  sayed  fhmi 
their  sins,  their  names  shall  be  enrolled  in  the  list  of  probation- 
ers ;  and  if  they  shall  continue  to  giye  eyidence  of  a  principle  and 
habit  of  piety,  they  may  be  admitted  ioto  f^  membership  in  ov 
Church,  on  the  recommendation  of  a  leader  with  whom  they  have 
met  at  least  six  months  in  class,  by  publicly  assenting  before  the 
Church  to  the  baptismal  covenant,  and  also  the  osual  questions 
on  doctrines  and  discipline. 

^n»,  4.  Whenever  a  baptized  child  shall  by  orphanage,  sir 
otherwise,  become  deprived  of  Christian  guardianship,  tha 
preacher  in  charge  shall  ascertain  and  report  to  the  Leaden' 
Meeting,  the  facts  in  the  case ;  and  such  provision  shall  be  made 
for  the  Christian  training  of  the  child,  aa  the  oirDamstanoos  of 
the  case  admit  and  require. 

''S^ISidwu'  ^'  Stevens  stated  that  Daniel  Wise,  a  delegate  to  this 
^''••J  body  from  the  Providence  Conference,  was  serioualj  ill,  and 
would  not  be  able  to  resume  his  seat  at  all  daring  the  sea- 
sion :  whereupon,  on  motion,  William  Liyeaey,  a  reserve 
delegate  from  Proyidence  Conference,  was  admitted  to  a 
seat  in  his  stead. 

H.  W.  Reed  asked  leare  of  absence  for  J.  G.  Dimiiiitt» 
on  account  of  sickness  in  his  ftmily ;  and  on  motion  leare 
was  granted  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Temporal  Economy,  relating  to  the  method  of  paying  the 
widowB  and  orphans  of  deceased  bishops,  was  taken  up,  and 
adopted  in  words  following,  to  wit : 

The  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  beg  leave  to  report  In 
part  the  following  resolution,  on  the  paying  the  widows  and  oi^ 
phana  of  deceased  bishops,  namely : 


J.  O. 

basleaveofab- 


Filjlug  widows 
and  orphans  of 
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UtiolMi^  That  answer  3,  aeotion  1,  ohaptor  iii,  Fiari  m,  of  the    1f^  ^  MM. 

Diseiplioe  be  stricken  out,  and  the  following  inserted :  ^j!uunSr 

The  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  bishops  shall  be  allowed    ^^ 
to  draw  oa  the  fands  of  the  Book  Conoern  annually  for  their  Dis- 
oiplinary  allowanoe. 

8.  Van  Deusen,  seoonded  by  William  Beddj,  moved  the 
following  resolution,  namely  : 

R€9oh€i,  That  the  election  of  Book  Agents,  Editors  of  the  Churoh   BmoIoUod   Hk- 
periodicals.  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Soeiety,     ^'^^L^^^ 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Tract  Society,  and  Corresponding       *  «•«»»•. 
Beereiary  of  the  Sunday  School  Union,  be  the  special  order  of  the 
^$j  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  T.  J.  Qaigley,  the  resolution  waa  laid  on  the  ^^  ^  *^ 
table. 

Thomas  H.  Peame,  seconded  by  William  Roberts,  moved 
the  following  resolution,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

Rttolvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  Conferenoe  be  authorised  ^•"•{JV     H^ 

to  supervise  and  edit  the  Journal  of  this  Conference  for  publica-  {he^^mmSi!^ 

taon  by  the  Book  Concern  at  New-York,  and  that  the  Agents  be  this     Q«Denl 

directed  to  remunerate  him  suitably  for  the  serrice.  Oonferanee. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  but  it  did  not  prevail.       Motion  to  ad* 
On  motion  of  W.  H.  Brockway,  a  call  was  made  for  me-  i^t. 

...  ,    .      *  1,       .  ,        ,    Call  for  mon»6- 

monais  and  petitions,  and  the  following  were  presented  and    nab  and  peti- 
referred,  namely : 

Trot  Gonferbnck. — W.  Griffin  presented  a  copy  of  the  Tmt. 
last  will  and  testament  of  James  Bourdet,  by  which  will  the    Jamaa    Boorw 
Methodist  Episcopal  Charch  in  the  United  States  is  made  a  Bafemd. 
residuary  devisee ;  and  it  was  referred  to  a  select  committee 
of  three. 

Gbnkssk  CoNrERSNCE. — ^Thomas  Carlton  presented  a  S'^JS*  m^ 
memorial  from  Buffalo  on  the  subject  of  Lay  Delegation,  $°^^^*  ^^ 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation.      BafertMi. 

Inrltatloiia     to 

He  also  presented  two  invitations  to  the  General  Confer-    hold  the  nazt 

acasioiL  ill 

ence  to  hold  its  next  session  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  one  firom  ^BoAda 
the  Quarterly  Conferenoe  of  the  Niagara-street  Church,  and 
the  other  from  the  Presiding  Blder  of  the  district,  and  the 
pastors  of  the  city,  and  they  were  laid  on  the  table  till  the 
aabject  to  which  they  relate  shall  be  taken  up ;  and  they 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Wisconsin  CoNraaBNOiE. — P.  S.  Bennett  presented  a 


inemorial  on  Slayeiy  from  Kenosha,  and  it  was  referred  to  ^|^^  f^^^ 
the  Committee  on  Slavery.  luro^ 


laTeiT    1 

:enothiL 

Iterfid. 

North  Ohio  Confkrsnor. — ^W.  B.  Disbro  presented  a  ^"«  <?«p. 

'^  Memorial  flrom 


memorial  from  Elyria  Station  on  the  subject  of  Lay  Delega-    sith*  oa  lay 
tioB,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  en  that  subjeot      B«famd.^ 
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11^7  M,  law.  CivoiNir ATI  CoNrxraN09.— James  B«  Finkj  preaentod  a 
M«noirw^ftom  memorial  from  Greenville  and  Palestine  Circuits,  praying 
p2mUd^  *^  that  tbey  may  be  set  off  from  the  North  Ohio  Oonferaooe 
jS^^t^^  to  the  Giocinnati  Gonferenoe,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
Mftmorhi  on  >°^ttee  on  Boundaries.  He  also  presented  a  memorial  from 
OmIv'goiu!^  membws  of  the  Church  in  Cedar  County,  Iowa,  on  the  sub- 
Mmd.        *  ^^^  ^^  SUrery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Slavery. 
^S3K"<5S       Geoi^  W.  Walker  presented  a  memorial  from  Edgar 
iSSiitiL  Conkling,  on  appointing  ministers  of  the  Ooepel  to  secular 

positions,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal 
nation  to  read  Eoonomy.  On  the  presentation  of  the  foregoing  memorial, 
Lort.  a  motion  was  made  that  it  be  read,  but  the  motion  was  lost 

A^mmSirSi       New-England   Confkrbnce. — L.  R.  Thayer  presented 
Steirflrir   from  a  memorial  from  Meridian-street  Church,  Boston,  on  Slavery, 
•M^^         .  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 
Momoriai     on       James  Porter  presented  a  memorial  on   Slavery  from 
Brom&d-        Bromfield-strcet  Church,  Boston,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Mhrnd.  Committee  on  Slavery. 

2J^2"^'  New-Jee8by  QoNrBRB  nce.  •— S.  Y.  Monroe  presented  a 
N.  BnxDswiok  memorial  from  the  PitnuuL  Methodist  EpisoopaJ  Ohurch,  Nsw- 
Bifamd.  Brunswick,  on  the  subject  of  Boundaries,  and  it  was  refeired 

to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.  He  also  presented  a  me- 
tog  that  tbo  morial  from  the  same  source,  asking  that  the  Chapter  on 
RrajiwiaS  Slavery  in  the  Discipline  remain  unaltered ;  and  it  was  re- 
im^Sl^  ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery, 
itoortoi  from  John  S.  Swaim  presented  a  memorial  from  members  oC  llie 
ftgttit  M  Church  on  Belleville  CHicuit,  praying  that  no  alteraitioD  be 
m«do  Id  tho  made  in  the  Disdpline  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  and  it  was 
Biaroqr.  ^  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 
VenMrm  on  ^*  '^*  Wilmer  presented  a  memorial  from  Liberty-atreet 
frSm  ^*^ow-  ®****^'*'  New-Brunswick,  on  the  subject  of  Boundaries,  and 
ihwwiok.  it  was  refbrred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.  He  also 
ifomodii  Mk-  presented  a  memorial  from  the  same  source,  praying  that  no 
ISLn^  £  change  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  Slavery  be  made  in  the 
^^M  ^  DiscipUnei  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Conamittee  on  SJav- 
~"'  ery. 

Bishop  Simpson  presented  a  memorial  from  Grant  Good* 
riofa^ on  Sntol  ricfa,  of  Qiieago,  pmying  that  in  the  publication  of  the  **  Ar- 
SmnpuT  tho  ticles  of  Beligion"  in  the  Discipline,  the  most  prominent  and 
AittoiM  of  Bo-  pertinent  texts  of  Scripture  on  which  the  sevenl  arddes  are 

founded  may  be  referred  to  under  each  aHiele.    The  mem^ 

rial  was  read|  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bmnls. 


Omt     Good- 


itlwUblc 
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T.  J.  Thompfion,  seoonded  by  S.  D.  Brown,  mor^  the    '^i  ^  '*i 

following  resolution,  namely :  ' 

JCMotvcd,  That  the  election  of  the  Book  Agenti  at  New-Tork  and  SMolutlon  fix- 
andnnaii ;  the  SeeretariM  of  the  MinioBary,  SondaTwhool,  <»d    H  ^  J^ 
Traot  Societies,  and  the  editors  of  the  seTerel  Church  periodioalii    oTuM^lMSSia 
which  are  to  be  chosen  by  the  General  Conference,  be  tlie  SDocial 
order  of  the  day  Ibr  Tuesday,  the  8d  of  Jone,  at  9  o'olodc  A.  iL,  aa' 
follows: 

1.  Book  Agent  at  New-Tork. 

2.  Assistant  Book  Agent  at  New-Tork. 
8.  Editor  of  the  Qoarterly  Retiew,  ^ 
i.  Missionary  Seorstaty. 

5.  Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  JonmaL 
6»  Secretary  of  the  Sonday-School  Union. 

7.  Secretary  of  the  Tract  Society,  dm. 

8.  Editor  of  the  National  Magaxine. 

9.  Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati. 

10.  Assistant  Book  Agent  at  CindnnatL 

11.  Editor  of  the  Western  Christian  AdTOcate. 

12.  Editor  of  the  Ladies'  Repository. 
IS.  Editor  of  the  Christian  Apolosist. 

14.  Editor  of  the  Northern  Christian  Adyooate.  « 

15.  Editor  of  4he  Northwestern  Christian  Adyooate. 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  foregoing  reiohition 
was  laid  on  the  tahle  by  a  rote  of  88  to  66. 

J.  6.  Merwin,  seconded  by  William  Roberts,  moved  the 
following  resolution,  namely : 

Rucividt  That  the  Committee  on  Retisals  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  expedience  of  changing  the  second  paragvaph  of  the  sao-  CrjTlJti^  (^ 
end  section  of  chapter  second,  haying  reference  to  the  time  of  the  cloot  of  th* 
ses^ons  of  the  Qenerai  Conftrence,  so  as  to  niad,  **  once  in  seyen  QtfnmT  Con- 
yean.''  *»«««• 

A  motion,  by  R.  Sapp,  to  lay  the  fbregoing  resolution  on  Mottoa  to  i^r 
the  table,  was  lost  by  a  vote  62  to  74.  i^  ^ 

On  motion  of  Thomas  H.  Peame,  it  was  referred  to  the  B«ibmd. 
Committee  on  Revisak. 

On  motion,  Gonibrenee  adjourned.  a4|osninMt. 

Benediction  by  L  CSiamberiayne. 

SATURDAY  MORNING,  MAY  31, 1856.         ii^«i.m 

Conference  met  this  morning;  Biriiop  Scott  in  the  chair. 

The  nsual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  J.  L.  Len- 
hart»  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap- 
ptoved. 

On  motion  of  J.  D«  Blam,  the  regular  order  d  bosmess  %^ 
was  aospended,  and  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Bound-  «iv^ 
ariea  was  taken  up. 
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f^adttM^*^       Bishop  Baker  annomioed  the  foUowing  oommiUee  ob  the 
^^wiuof  J.  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  James  Bourdet,  namely : 
William  Griffin,  James  H.  Perry,  and  S.  D.  Brown. 
^tt«Bi^  on       Conference  proceeded  to  consider  the  Boundaries  of  the 

Conferences  severally.    The  Boundary  of  the  New-York 

Conference  was  adopted  as  reported  by  the  committee. 
l^Bw-ToBx  Pending  the  consideration  of  the  Boundary  of  the  New- 

AmeDdment       ^^''^  ^^^  Conference,  James  Floy  moved  to  amend  by  add- 
P^^^P****-         ing  the  words,  '*  except  also  any  .church  edifice  that  may 

be  erected  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  John-street 

Church." 
AnMDdnMnt  On  motion  of  M.  D^C.  Crawford,  the  proposed  amend- 

Ud  on  the  Up    ^^^^  ^^  j^j^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  y^^  ^  ^^^  ^^  gg  ^^  gg  .   ^^^  ^^ 

Boundary  as  reported  by  the  committee  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  relating  to  the  Boundaries 
of  the  Providence,  New-England,  Maine,  New-Hampshire, 
Troy,  Black  River,  Oneida,  Wyoming,  East  Genesee,  and 
Genesee  Conferences,  severally,  was  read  and  adopted. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  report  relating  to  the 

Amendmont       Boundary  of  the  Erie  Conference,  S.  Gregg  moved  to  amend 

propo0«L         ^y  striking  out  the  words, "  lying  east  of  the  Cuyahoga  River." 

IM^  on    the  The  motion  to  amend  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  report 

of  the  committee  in  relation  to  the  Boundary  of  the  Erie 

Conference  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  relating  to  the  Boundaiy  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Conference  was  read,  when  A.  Poe  moTed  to 
amend  by  striking  out  the  word  ^Mncluding*'  and  inserting 
the  word  ^exdoding"  immediately  preceding  the  word 
"Massilon." 

On  motion  of  J.  Cunningham,  the  proposed  amendment 
l^    on    tho  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  Boundaiy  as  reported  by  the 
committee  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  relating  to  the  Boundaiy  of 
the  Western  Virginia  and  Ohio  Conferences  was  read  and 
adopted. 

So  much  of  the  report  as  reUtes  to  the  Boundaiy  of  the 
Ginciimaii  Conferenoe  was  read. 

George  W.  Walker  moved  to  amend  the  report  so  as  to 
include  West  Liberty  and  Greenville  Stations  and  Palestine 
Circuit,  now  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference,  in  the  Cincinuti 
Conference. 
IM^  on  flie  On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  the  motion  to  amend  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  the  Boundary  as  reported  was  ad<^)ted. 
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The  report  of  the  committee  reledng  to  the  Boundaries    Miraiiai& 
of  the  Kentucky  and  North  Ohio  Confbrenoes  was  read  and 
adopted. 

"Die  report  of  the  committee  concerning  the  Boundary  of 
Delaware  Conference  was  read. 

A.  Poe  moved  to  amend  by  so  changing  the  line  recom^ 
mended  as  to  exclude  Galena  and  South  Delaware  Circuit, 
but  still  including  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University. 

On  motion  of  James  B.  Finley,  the  proposed  amendment  utd    «    tte 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  Boundaiy  as  reported  was 
adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  in  relation  to  the  Boundaries 
of  the  Michigan,  Detroit,  Indiana,  Northwestern  Indiana, 
North  Indiana,  Southeastern  Indiana^  Rock  River,  and 
Peoria  Conferences,  severally,  was  read  and  adopted. 

With  consent,  Peter  Cartwright,  seconded  by  H.  Crews, 
moved  the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  namely : 

Wkereai  it  is  mutnallj  agreed  between  the  delegates  of  the  Preainbte    and 
niincis  and  Peoria  Conferences,  that  they  are  jointly  to  patronize    JfJ^'j'*??  Si 
the  Weslejran  University  in  Bloomington,  now  in  the  Illinois  Con-     Weflton 
ferenoe;  and  Charge        In 

Whereat  it  is  father  agreed,  that  if  the  said  Peoria  Conference    Bioomlogton. 
shall  adopt  the  said  University,  and  aid  the  Illinois  Conference 
in  building  up  said  institution  of  learning,  then  and  in  that  event 
the  Western  Charge  in  Bloomingt^n  is  to  be  attaohed  to  the  Peoria 
Conference;  therefore, 

Resolved^  That  in  the  event  of  the  compliance  of  the  Peoria 
Conference  with  the  above  agreement,  our  bishops  are  requested 
to  attach  said  Western  Charge  to  the  Peoria  Conference,  and  supply 
it  accordingly. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  relating  to  the  Boundaries 
of  the  Wisconsin,  West  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Upper 
Iowa,  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  and  Illinois  Conferences,  sever- 
ally, was  read  and  adopted. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  report  relating  to  the  Amendaeot 
.Boundary  of  the  Southern  Illinois  Conference,  J.  B.  Corring- 
ton  moved  so  to  amend  it  as  to  include  Hillsborough  Station 
in  the  Southern  Illinois  Conference,  but  the  motion  to  amend 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  Boundary  as  reported  was  ^^¥L  ^^    ^ 
adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  in  relation  tQ  the  Bounda- 
ries of  the  Missouri  and  Arkansas  Conferences  was  read  and 
adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  relating  to  the  Boundary 
of  the  Baltimore  Conference  was  read* 
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1^  81,  MM  A.  Grifltih,  seconded  hy  William  HamiUon,  moved  the 
following  as  a  substitiite  for  so  much  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  as  relates  to  the  Baltimore  Cooference,  namely^: 

Bnbstitate  pio-       The  Baltimore  Conference  shall  consist  of  the  territory  now  Sa- 
P^i"^  eluded  in  the  BalUmore,  Potomae,  Winehester,  BookiBfl^am,  tad 

Lewisbnrg  Districts. 

Laid   on    tht       On  motion  of  H.  Banffs,  the  substitute  was  liud  on  the 

table. 
>^teto  I.  Parks  moved  as  a  siibslatute,  That  the  Baltimore  Con- 

ference  remain  intact,  and  a  call  for  the  previous  question 

having  been  sustained^  the  motion  was  carried  by  a  vote  of 

92  to  82. 
iMoD  to  allow       n.  Slicer  moved  that  the  Baltimore  Ck>nferenoe  be  allowed 

Baltf  mora  Con-  * 

ftrenoe  to  di-  and  authorized,  at  any  session  of  the  said  Conference  withm 

Tide  ttMa  bjT  ft  ^  t/ 

two>thizdt  the  next  four  years,  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  its  memben  in 
fiivor  of  the  measure,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  bishop 
presiding  at  the  said  session,  to  divide  the  said  Baltimore 
C!onference. 

^p^"'  J.  Lanahan  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  "two  thirds** 

and  inserting  ^  a  majority." 

Motion  to  by  on       H.  Slicer  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  amend  on  the  tabic, 
tha  tal>l6  kwL 

but  the  motion  did  not  prevail 

^tfon*SdeiS**"  ^^  motion  of  J.  Lanahan  it  was  ordered,  by  a  vote  of 
134  to  17,  that  the  question  be  taken  without  further  debate. 

-^jjgMat  The  amendment  substituting  the  words  "  a  m^ority**  for 

MotioB  proraflg.  ^^  words  ^  two  thirds"  was  carried,  and  (he  motion  as  amend- 
ed prevailed. 

AftoraooB  SOB-  On  motion  of  W.  Reddy  it  was  resolved,  that  when  we 
adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  two  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

^i£r''^6*Toto       ^'  ^*  I^"''^^^  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  Bal- 

!?  i!?®  ^  ^  timore  Conference  was  authorised  to  divide  by  its  own  action. 

ftrenoe.  On  motiou  of  John  Poisal,  the  motion  to  reoonaider  was 

Motion  laid  on 

the  ubie.         laid  on  the  table. 

%Sm5n**Mm'       ^'  ®*^S"  moved  that  each  speaker  in  debate,  except 
ttod    to*  ftyo  chairmen  of  committees,  be  restricted  to  five  mhratea.    Tbe 

mlnntea.  , 

motion  was  adopted. 
B«port        on       On  motion  of  John  S.  Porter,  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
^tbl^fj^l^^  on  Boundaries  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Gommittoo   on       J.  S.  Portw,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Ex- 


ExpCMM 

IMegaIca 


f  penses  of  Delegates,  submitted  the  following  report,  namely : 


port. 

The  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  the  Delegabsa  beg  leawe  to 
report, 
That  th^  have  so  far  progressed  with  the  business  aasigiied  Is 


th*m,  M  to  AMertain  that  tliemviUlwadeMeaoyef  iKMrlythne  mt^vi^wm, 

thousand  three  hundred  dollars.    They  submit  to  the  General  ^^j^^^ 

Oonforenoe  the  following  resolutions,  namelj :  9Mw. 

1.  Rt$Qhtd,  That  a  draft  be  ordered  on  the  Book  Agentsat  New-  Tjntt    orderad  | 
York  and  Cincinnati,  (two  thirds   of  which  to  be  paid  by  the  forthetmount 
former,  and  the  remaining  one  third  by  the  latter,)  for  an  amount 

sniMent  to  ooTer  the  deiloieiioy.  . 

2.  Ruolved,  That  in  those  circuits  and  stations  where  ooUeotions  ODUeetloiM  to 
have  not  been  taken  up  to  meet  those  expenses,  agreeably  to  the  ^^^^^^ 
<ttreotions  of  the  Disoipline,  we  will  on  our  return  make  an  efibrt  „oq«  ^ 
to  have  such  ooUeotions  taken,  and  the  money  so  raised  shall  be  been  taken 
forwarded  to  the  agents  at  New-York  and  Cincinnati,  as  an  in-  blth«rto. 
damniiy  for  the  above  draft 

3.  Resolvtd,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Expenses  Cbairnua  of 
of  the  Delegates  be  authorized  to  draw  for  the  amount  of  deficiency  ^^'S^  to 
Ob  the  agents  at  New-York  and  Cincinnati,  as  provided  in  the  first  dnw  for  tbe 
resolution.  amount. 

On  motioii  of  H.  Bangs,  the  foregoing  report  was  adopted,  ^nwft  sdoptad. 
John  Poisal,  seconded  by  James  Canningham,  moved  the 
Mlowing  resolution,  namelj : 

Reiolvedt  That  this  General  Conference  will  acyoum  tint  dU  on  BMolatloa  to 
Wednesday  next,  the  third  of  June,  at  12  o'clock  M.  ^^ 

ThiB  resolntion  was  laid  on  the  table.  Laid    on    tM 

n.  Bangs  moved  that  the  election  of  oflEloen  be  inade  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  morning  at  9  o'clock.  An 
amendment  proposing  to  insert  "Tuesday"  instead  of  ^*  Mod- 
day^*^  and  still  another  to  insert  "  Wednesday*'  instead  of 
*^  Monday/'  Pending  the  motion  and  amendments,  Con* 
feience  adjourned  by  expiration  of  time.  Conference  uni- 
ted in  singing  the  Doxology,  and  the  benediction  was  pro- 
nounced by  J.  Floy. 

84TUBDAT  AiranirooH. 
« 

Ck>nference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  Bishop  Simp- 
son in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Lsaae 
Parks,  of  the  On^da  Conference. 
.  The  Journal  of  tihis  morning  was  read  and  approved. 

James  B.  Finley  moved  to  suspend  the  regular  oider  of  ^****SJ^  B«Srt 
the  day,  for  the  purpose  of  takLig  up  the  Report  of  the  oaBoonderiia 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Thomas  H.  Peame  moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  take  up  Piopowd 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concem,  in  re-    •■■***""*• 
lation  to  the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate,  and  the  Central 
Christian  Advocate. 

The  amendment  was  laid  on  the  taUe,  and  the  original  ^^'^  ^*  ^ 
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liiT8i,i8se.  motion   prevailed,  and  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 

Boundaries  Boundaries  was  taken  up. 

Olotion^U)  re-  A.  J.  Phelps  moved  that  so  much  of  the  report  as  re- 

mo^asreUtos  lated  to  the  Baltimore  and  Baltimore  East  Conferenoea,  bo 

and  Baltlmoro  recommitted,  with  instructions  to  divide  the  territory  mto 

Confer  three  Conferences. 


Motion  to  w-       On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  foreffoinir  motion  was 

oommit  laid  oo       ,  »  o       o 

the  tabto.         laid  on  the  table. 

^P**^};^"4       On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  so  much  of  the  report  as  relates 
m^re^^c^nfeJ-  ^  ^®   Baltimore   and   Baltimore   East  Conferences  was 
enoea    stnick  struck  out,  and  the  Boundary    of  the  Baltimore  Confer- 
^""dSTu*"  ^^^  *®  ^^  ^^^^  *"  ^^®  Discipline,  inserted  instead  thereof. 
ioMTtad.  The  report  of  the  committee  concerning  the  Philadelphia 

and  New-Jersey  Conferences  was  read  and  adopted. 
Beport  relating       Afterward,  on  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  the  vote  adopting 
WT  reconsider-  the  Boundary   of    the  New-Jersey  Conference  was  recon- 
•d.  sidered,  and  on  further  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  the  item  was 

amended  by  striking  out  the  words,   '^the  City  of  New- 
Brunswick  and,*'  and  the  section  as  amended  was  adopted. 
BTbwam  Cow-       The  rcteort  of  the  committee  relating  to  the  Newark  Con- 
Motion        to  ference  was  read. 

J.  S.  Porter  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  include  the  City 
of  New-Brunswick. 
Motion  to  re-       H.  Kinsley   moved   to  recommit  the   report,  but   the 

oommit.  ,  /, ,  ,  .  , 

Laid  on  the  t»-  mobon  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Amendment  W.  Reddv  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  proposed  by  J. 

laid  on  the  tA-    r«   ^  ,  ,  ,  ,    ,  .  .11 

bic.  S.  Porter  on  the  table,  and  the  motion  was  earned  by  a  vote 

of  48  to  44. 

Motion  to  re-       W.  Reddy  moved  to  recommit  the  rq)ort. 
oommtt  bid  on       ^  motion  of  T.  H.  Peame,  the  motion  to  recommit  wai 
laid  on  the  table. 

Motion  to  J.  P.  Durbin  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  include  New- 
Brunswick,  Milltown,  South  River,  and  South  Amboy  in  the 
Newark  Conference. 

*Sr*ttia**tiw2[       ^  motion  was  made  that  so  much  of  the  Report  of  the 

I'Ort.  Committee  on  Boundaries  as  relates  to  the  Newark  Confer- 

ence, be  laid  on  the  table;  but  the  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote 
of  39  to  70. 

Bwstkm    ifadBK      On  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  the  vote  adopting  the  section 
Kew^eney      relating  to  the  New-Jersey  Conference  was  reoon»dered; 
and,  on  further  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  the  words  '*  the  City 
of  New-Brunswick  and*'  struck  from  this  item  heretofore^ 
were  restored,  and  the  section,  as  amended,  waa  adopted. 


donftrenoe  re- 


ferenoe  In  Qer* 

many. 
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The  report  of  the  committee  relating  to  the  Newark,  Ore-    May«.i«fil 
gon,  California,  and  Liberia  Mission  Conferences  was  read 
and  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  in  relation  to  a  Mission  An-  \nm^^  ooq. 
nual  Conference  in  Germany  was  read. 

J.  Dodge  moved  to  amend  the  section  by  striking  out  the  propoMd 
words  "  except  that  of  sending  delegates  to  the  General    5J^*^*°*th« 
Conference."  *^** 

On  motion  of  W.  Cooper,  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  section  was  adopted. 

L.  B.  Gurley  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  Motion  to  n- 
report  of  the  committee  concerning  the  Boundaries  of  the  lauon  to 
North  Ohio  and  Delaware  Conferences  was  adopted.  north     ouo 

On  motion  of  J.  Cunningham,  the  motion  to  reconsider  i^d**^**'tho 
was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  94  to  26.  *^^ 

Conference  proceeded  to  consider  the  Report  of  the  Com-  Gorman  work, 
mittee  on  Boundaries  in  relation  to  the  German  work,  and 
after  the  first  item  was  read  and  agreed  to, 

On  motion  of  Cyrus  Brooks,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted,  namely : 

Jluolved,  That  the  North  Ohio  and  Michigan  Districts  of  the 
German  work  be  allowed  to  meet  in  connection  with  the  C^cinnati 
Conference,  at  its  session  next  ensuing. 

The  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  Sections  relating  to  (he 
German  work  were  read  and  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  vote  adopting  the  Third  Section  was  re- 
considered, and  on  motion  of  John  Kisling,  the  following 
substitute  was  adopted,  namely  : 

The  German  work  now  eonnected  with  the  Sontheastem  Indian* 
Confereuce  shall  remain  oonnected  with  Uiat  Conferenoe. 

The  Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh,  and  Eighth  Sections  were  read 
and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  J.  D.  Blain,  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  amended  by  adding  to  the  German  work  a  Ninth  Sec- 
tion as  follows,  namely : 

9.  The  German  Missions  in  Cslifbmia  are  to  belong  to  the  Caltto- 
id&  Conferenoe. 

On  motion  of  William  Nast,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted: 

B«9olv€d,  That  the  preaehers  of  the  St.  Louis  and  BelleviUs 
German  Districts  be  permitted  to  meet  with  the  Illinois  Conference 
at  their  next  session. 
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]Ci7Si,i86a        The  committee  sabmitted  as  a  part  of  their  report  the 
following  resolutions : 

^IJ.^'vw.  ^'  ^^^^^  That  the  Bishop  presidiiig  at  the  next  aesdea  «f 
Conto^  ^^^  New-Hampshire  and  Vermont  Conferenoes  respect! Tely»  be  re- 
maj  quested  to  present  the  question  of  a  reunion  of  these  two  confer- 
ences for  the  action  of  each ;  and  if  a  migority  of  each  of  them  shall 
80  determine,  the  two  conferences  shall  thereafter  be  one,  mnder 
the  name  of  the  New-Hampshire  Conference. 

2.  Beidved,  That  this  General  Conference  consent  that  the  New- 
Jersej  and  Newark  Conferences  shall  hold  their  next  session 
together,  according  to  their  request 

8.  Muolved,  That  we  deem  it  inexpedient  to  publish  a  map  of 
our  seyeral  conference  territories. 

4.  Resdvedf  That  Orange  Chapel  be  transferred  from  the  Beli^ 
waare  Conference,  and  be  attached  to  the  Cincinnati  Conference^ 
and  that  Plattville  be  transferred  from  the  Cincinnati  ConforsBos, 
and  attached  to  the  Delaware  Conference. 

Iliese  resolutions  were  severally  adopted^  and  the  report 
as  a  whole  was  adopted. 
^For  full  Report^  see  A]9pendix  BB.] 
Beport  on  lOe-       John  P.  Durbin  moved  for  a  further  suspension  of  the 
"^  order  of  the  day  for  the  purpose  of  tah'ng  up  the  Report  oC 
the  Committee  on  Missions.    The  motion  prevailed,  and 
Conference  proceeded  to  consider  so  much  of  the  report  as 
relates  to  a  Missionary  Bishop  for  Africa. 
BMiope       f-       On  motion  of  J.  P.  Durbin,  the  Bishops  were  requested 
Sommankiite    to  communicstc  to  the  Conference  their  views  of  the  matter 

^*'      under  consideration,  if  they  desired  so  to  do. 
Motion  toftdo|it       The  report  of  the  committee  and  the  substitute  offered  bv 

the  inbstttntd. 

Bnhrtitate  laid  H.  Bangs  were  both  read,  and  H.  Bangs  moved  that  the 
onttie  tibia,      .^jj^^ituta  be  adopted. 

On  motion  of  W.  B.  Disbro,  the  substitnie  was  laid  on 
the  Uble. 

W.  Graham  moved  that  the  first  resolution  of  the  report 

be  adopted. 

Toto    aa    the      ^^^  ^  Collins  moved  that  the  vote  on  the  adoption  of 

to^'SS?^  the  resolution  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays;  and  the  call  being 

yaasaad  naji.  sustained  by  the  requisite  number,  the  vote  was  taken  as 

follows,  namely : 
TMk  Fsa«.— Allen  of  Maine,  Baird,  Baker,  Bannister,  Barnes, 

Bennett,  Berry,  Bewley,  Bingham,  Blain,  Blake,  Boyd  of 
Northwestern  Indiana,  Bradford,  Bristol,  Brockway,  Brooks 
of  Cincinnati,  Brouse,  Brown  of  Baltimore,  Brown  of  New- 
Jersey,  Buck  of  East  Genesee,  Buck  of  Illinois,  Burlingham, 
Boms,  Carlton,  Carpenter,  Chamberlayne,  Clark  of  Wyomm^ 
Coats,  Collins    of  Baltimore,  Collins  of  Michigan,  Cook^ 
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Coombe,  Cooper,  Corrington,  Cox,  Craiy,  Crawford,  CrewM,  M«f  «•«•! 
Crooks,  Crowel,  Daua,  Dempster,  Bisbro,  Dodge,  Drum-  . 
mond,  Durbin,  Erwin,  FarringtOD,  Felch,  Finley,  Flower, 
Fowble,  French,  Goheeo,  Gorrie,  Graham,  Greg^,  GrfBn 
of  Troy,  GrilQSth,  Griswold,  Gurley,  Hall^  Hamilton^  Haiiey, 
Harris,  Hawkins,  Heath,  Hibbard,  Hill  of  Indiana,  Hill  of 
Erie,  Hirst,  Hitchcock,  Hodgson,  Hollidaj,  Hosmer,  Howard, 
Hoyt,  Hulbnrd,  Jamison,  Eennaday,  Eenney,  Kidder,  King 
of  New- York,  King  of  Vermont,  Kingsley  of  Erie,  Eingsley 
of  Genesee,  Kinsley,  Kisling,  Knox,  Lanahan,  Leihy, 
Lemon,  Lenhart,  Livesey,  M'CIintock,  Marcy,  Martin  of 
Western  Virginia,  Merwin,  Moffatt,  Morey,  Nast,  Osbon, 
Parks  of  Troy,  Parks  of  Oneida,  Peame  of  Oregon,  Peck, 
Phelps,  Pilcher  of  Michigan,  Pilcher  of  North  Ohio,  Pillsbury, 
Poe,  Poisal,  Porter  of  New-England,  Porter  of  New-Jers^, 
Power,  Pratt,  Quigley,  Reddy,  Reed  of  Iowa,  Reid  of  New* 
York  East,  Reese,  Reqaa,  Rice  of  New-England,  Roberts, 
Roberston,  Rust,  Ruter,  Rutledge,  Sanderson,  Sipp,  Sargent, 
Simonds,  Slicer,  Smith  of  New-Hampshnre,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Summers,  Starks,  Starr,  Stallard,  Stanton,  Swaim,  Thompson 
of  Northwestern  Indiana,  Thompson  of  Philadelphia,  Thur- 
ston, Trimble,  Trotter,  Van  Cleve,  Waite,  Washburn,  Watson, 
Webster,  Whedon,  Wilmer,  Wilson  of  Baltimore,  Wither- 
spoon.  Wood,  Worthington,  Yocum,  Young  of  Cincinnati 
—169. 

I^aye. — AUyn  of  Southern  Illinois,  Bangs,  Beach,  Brooks  Vivsi 
of  Iowa,  Cartwright,  Chivington,  Clark  of  New- York,  Cun- 
ningham, Floy,  Gillet,  Griffen  of  New- York,  Hopkins,  Lewis, 
M^Combs,  Martin  of  Baltimore,  Morgan,  Nichols,  Perry, 
Rice  of  New-York,  Talbot,  Thayer,  Thomson  of  North 
Ohio,  Triplett,  Van  Deusen,  Walker,  Wallace,  Young  of 
Ohio— 2». 

Absentees. — Barker,  Battelle,  Blakeslee,  Bowers,  Boyd,  AkHnttci, 
Brown  of  Cincinnati,  Brown  of  Troy,  Button,  Co^^peshall, 
Connell,  Coniey,  Culver,  Dennis,  Dimmitt,  Dustin,  Evans, 
Henderson,  Hull,  Kuhl,  Lauck,  Lowrey,  Lucoock,  Mattison, 
Monroe,  Mulfinger,  Peame  of  Wyoming,  Phillips,  Randall, 
Raymond,  Stevens,  Wakefield,  Watts,  Wheeler,  Wilson  ol 
Erie— 34. 

H.  R.  Clark  moved,  that  absent  members  have  leave  to  Motioii  to 
record  their  votes  at  any  time  during  the  session.  SSSSd^ 

On  motion  of  J.  Cunningham,  the  motion  of  H«  R.  Clark  iSlt  m 
was  laid  on  the  table.  **'*• 

10 
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Jj9^  **•**••  On  motion,  the  Bishops  were  respectfully  requested  to 
•d  to  present  present  Uie  resolution  just  adopted  to  the  several  Annual  Con- 
to  the  Anniua  fereuces  for  their  concurrence ;  and  the  Secretary  was  directed 
^^  to  furnish  them  severally  with  copies  of  the  resolution,  to- 
gether with  a  certified  copy  of  the  action  of  this  Conference 
in  relation  thereto. 

On  motion  of  John  P.  Durhin,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted,  namely: 

-v^..  Rtiohedt  That  the  Bishops  be,  and  thej  are  hereby  authorized 

tain  the*^^  ^  ascertain  the  vote  of  the  several  Annnal  Conferences  on  this 
■nd  to  aot  on-  recommendation  of  the  General  Conference ;  and  if  they  find  Uie 
d«r  It  requisite  migority  in  favor  of  the  measure  set  forth  in  the  resolu- 

tion, then  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  act  under  its  authority 
if  necessary. 

The  second  resolution  of  the  report  was  .read. 
Hotton  to  port-       £.  H.  Pilcher  moved  that  its  further  consideration  be  in- 

pono  tho  000- 

ond  reeoiation  definitely  postponed ;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 
BeaointJon^  On  motion  of  J.  P.  Durbin,  the  resolution  was  amended^ 


by  inserting,  after  the  words  "to  elect,"  the  words  "by  a 
vote  of  two  thirds  of  all  the  members  of  the  said  Confer 
ence ;"  and  on  motion  of  H.  Slicer,  it  was  further  amended 
by  inserting  after  the  words  "  who  are  hereby  authorized," 
the  words  "  with  the  cdncurrence  of  his  or  their  colleagues." 
Prerioiis  qa«i-       J.  D.  Blain  moved  that  the  vote  on  the  resolution  be  taken 
witiiout  further  debate,  and  106  voted  in  &vor  of  the  mo- 
tion, and  28  against  it. 
GUI  of  oonftr-       As  a  quorum  did  not  vote,  a  call  of  the  Conference  was 
enee-^nonun  ^^^^j.^  ^^^  ^^  appeared  that  there  was  a  quorum  present 
A  doubt  was  expressed  whether  there  was  a  quorum  pres- 
ent when  the  vote  ordering  the  previous  question  was  taken. 
Whereupon  the  vote  was  again  taken,  and  the  call  for  the 
previous  question  was  sustained  by  a  vote  of  133  to  10,  and 
the  resolution  as  amended  was  lulopted  by  a  vote  of  121 
to  24. 

The  resolutions  relating  to  Missionary  Bishops  were  adopt- 
ed in  words  following,  to  wit: 


Yote    taken    » 


1.  Besolvedt  That  we  recommend  to  the  several  Annual  Conftr- 
ences  to  alter  the  Discipline,  paragraph  8,  section  2,  Part  I,  by  add- 
ing the  words,  after  the  word  **  superintendent^,"  in  the  fourth  Hne, 
"but  may  appoint  a  Missionary  Bishop  or  Superintendent  for  any 
of  our  foreign  missions,  limiting  his  episcopal' jurisdiction  to  the 
same  respectively.'' 
Uberift  Amiiiil       2.  Retolved,  That  we  recommend  and  authorize  the  Liberia  Aa- 
2J^2PJ?  to   ^^^  Conference,  under  the  direction  of  the  Bishop  haying  epis- 
eleet  a  Btehop.   ^^P*^  charge  of  said  conference  at  present,  assisted  by  the  Cone- 
sponding  Secretory,  to  elect,  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  all  the 
members  of  the  said  conference,  an  elder  in  good  standing  in  the 
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Methodist  Episcopal  Chnroh,  and  present  him  for  ordination  to  the    M«y  «i  I^St 
Bishops,  or  any  of  them,  who  are  hereby  antlioriied,  with  the  oon-  _  .^ — ^ 

onrrence  of  his  or  their  eolleagnes,  to  ordain  such  persoi^so  elected ;  ~  /J 

certifying  in  the  parchment  of  ordination  that  his  epiA;opal  jnris-  V/ 

diction  is  expressly  limited  to  AAriea.  NeTertheless,  the  said  Libe- 
ria Conference  shall  be  nnder  the  general  supervision  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  as  our  foreign  missions  now  are ; 

Provided,  That  our  Bishops,  or  any  of  them,  shall  not  ordain  any 
man  a  Bishop  for  AMca  until  after  the  concurrence  of  the  seTeral 
Annual  Conferences  shall  have  been  obtained,  as  provided  in  the 
first  resolution. 

On  motion  of  J.  P.  Durbin,  the  further  consideration  of  '^f^bi?  ** 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

James  Floy,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Tract  ^gJJ^^J^^ 
Cause,  submitted  a  report  proposing  sundry  alterations  in  the 
Discipline. 

It  was  read,  and  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule.  ^  JJJ  ■"*** 

James  Floy,  as  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee,  to  B«port  on  rab- 
whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  publishing  a  cheap  Com-    Oommcmuiy. 
mentary  on  the  Holy  Scriptures,  presented  a  report,  and,  on 
motion  of  J.  P.  Durbin,  it  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  publishing  a 
Commentary  on  the  Holy  Scriptures  respectfully  report : 

That  having  considered  the  propositions  contained  in  the  memo- 
rials of  Samuel  Williams,  Esq.,  and  the  Bey.  George  Coles,  they 
are  of  opinion  that,  desirable  as  such  a  commentary  may  be,  it 
does  not  fall  within  the  province  of  this  General  Conference  im- 
peratively to  require  its  preparation,  and  therefore  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  to  wit : 

Reiolved,  That  the  sul^ect  of  preparing  and  publishing  a  com- 
mentary on  the  Bible  be  referred  to  the  Editor  of  the  Books  of  onr 
General  Catalogue,  in  conjunction  with  the  Book  Agents  and  the 
Book  Committee  at  New-York. 

Your  committee  have  also  considered  the  letter  firom  the  Bey. 
George  Coles,  on  the  subject  of  a  Concordance  of  the  Bible ;  on  the 
subject  of  a  series  of  questions  on  the  Book  of  Proverbs;  and  on 
the  subject  of  preparing  select  extracts  from  the  Bible  for  family 
reading,  and  recommend  that  these  matters  also  be  referred  to  onr 
Editors  and  Agents  at  Kew-York. 

John  A.  Collins  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  ^2S2„^  ^ 
the  foregoing  report  was  adopted ;  but  the  motion  to  reoon-  ^^^ 
aider  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  85  to  61. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost  ^f^  *®  "^ 

On  motion  of  £.  Thomaon,  the  Report  of  the  Committee  ^^ 
on  Education,  relating  to  Biblical  Institutes,  was  taken  up,    Hod  '  ^"  ' 
read,  and  its  further  consideration  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Monday  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

Conference  adjottmed ;  benedictkm  by  J.  H.  Perry. 
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MONDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  2, 1856. 

ConfereDGe  met  this  morning;  Bifihop  Baker  in  the  chair* 
The  usual  religious  serrices  were  conducted  bj  Minor 
Raymond,  of  the  New-England  Conference, 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap* 
proved. 
^t<«Bto  taka      James  Porter  moved  to  suspend  the  regular  order  of  buai- 
™i>  and  Ap.  ness  in  order  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
xSl  Trials  and  Appeals;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Bmort  from  James  Ploy,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  IVact 
tMOBpobUah-  Cause,  presented  a  report  m  relation  to  the  publication  m 
fiSfr«7n.^  tract  or  book  form,  of  anti-slavery  matter. 


Ion  the  to- 


S.  v.  Blake  moved  to  amend  the  report  by  inserting  after 
the  word  **form,''  in  the  resolution,  the  words,  *^at  their 
discretion,"  and  by  striking  out  tlie  words,  '^  as  the  subject 
of  Slavery  may  demand,"  and  inserting  in  their  stead  the 
words,  *'  as  the  wants  of  the  Church  may  demand." 

On  motion  of  R.  S.  Rust,  the  motion  to  amend  was  laid 
on  the  table. 
Motion  to  pott-       Thomas  J.  Quigley  moved  that  the  report  be  indefinitely 

pone      IndeA-  .         ^^    ^  r  4 

nitaij.  postponed. 

YoM  tad  n«7t       Qn  motion  of  W.  L.  Harris,  it  was  ordered  that  the  vote 

daniMkdod. 

on  the  indefinite  postponement  be  taken  by  yeas  and  naya. 

The  roll  of  Conference  was  called,  and  the  vote  was  as 
follows : 

Afmi  Ayee, — AUyn  of  Southern  Illinois,  Bangs,  Battelle,  Bewley, 

Bhike,  Brown  of  Baltimore,  Cartwright,  Chivington,  Collins 
of  Baltimore,  Coombe,  Cooper,  Corrington,  Cunningham, 
Drummond,  Durbin,  Felch,  Goheen,  Griffith,  Hamilton, 
Hirst,  Hodgson,  Hopkins,  Eennaday,  King  of  New- York, 
Lanahan,  Liauck,  Lewis,  M'Clintock,  M'Combs,  Martin  of 
Western  Virginia,  Martin  of  Baltimore,  Morgan,  Osbon, 
Peck,  Pilcher  of  North  Ohio,  Poisal,  Power,  Quigley,  Reese, 
Rice  of  New-York,  Robertson,  Ruter,  Rutledge,  Saigent, 
Slicer,  Summers,  Swaim,  Talbott,  Thompson  of  Philadelphia, 
Trijrfett,  Wallace,  Wilson  of  Baltimore,  Young  of  Ohio^^S. 

■va  Naye. — AUen  of  Maine,  Baird,  Baker,  Bannister,  Beach, 

Bennett,  Berry,  Bingham,  Blain,  Blakeslee,  Bowers,  Boyd 
of  Nortiiwestem  Indiana,  Bradford,  Bristol,  Brockway, 
Brooks  of  Cincinnati,  Brooks  of  Iowa,  Brouse,  Brown  of 
New-Jeney,  Buck  of  East  Genesee,  Burlingham,  Buiii% 
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Carpenter,  Cliamberlayne,  Clark  of  New-York,  Clark  of  *~«.mm. 
Wyoming,  Collins  of  Michigan,  Cooke^  Cox,  Crary,  Craw- 
ford, Crews,  Crowe],  Dana,  Dempster,  Dennis,  Disbro, 
Dodge,  Erwin,  Farrington,  Finley,  Flower,  Floy,  Flreneh, 
Gillet,  Gorrie,  Graham,  Qregg,  Griffen  of  New-Tork,  Griffin 
of  Troy,  Griswold,  Giirley,  Hall,  Haney,  Harris,  Hawkins, 
Heath,  Henderson,  Hibbard,  Hill  of  Indiana,  Hitdicock, 
HoUiday,  Hosmer,  Howard,  Hoyt,  Hulburd,  Jamison,  Ken- 
ney,  Kidder,  King  of  Vermont,  Eingsley  of  Erie,  Kingsley 
of  Genesee,  Eisling,  Knox,  Euhl,  Leihy,  Lemon,  Lenhart, 
Livesey,  Marcy,  Mattison,  Merwin,,  Moffat,  Morey,  Nichols, 
Parks  of  Troy,  Peame  of  Oregon,  Perry,  Phelps,  Pilcher  of 
Mchigan,  Pillsbury,  Poe,  Porter  of  New-England,  Pratt, 
Randall,  Raymond,  Reddy,  Reed  of  Iowa,  Reid  of  New- 
Tork  E^  Reqna,  Rice  of  New-En^and,  Roberts,  Rust, 
Sanderson,  Sapp,  Simonds,  Smith  of  New-Hampshire,  Smith 
of  Indiana,  Stallard,  Starks,  Starr,  Stanton,  Thayer,  Thomp- 
son of  Northwestern  Indiana,  Thomson  of  North  Ohio, 
Thurston,  Trimble,  Trotter,  Van  Deusen,  Waite,  Widker, 
Washburn,  Watson,  Watts,  Webster,  Whedon,  Wikner, 
Witberspoon,  Wood,  Worihington,  Yocum,  Young  of  Cin- 
cinnati— 132. 

Absentees. — Barker,  Barnes,  Boyd  of  Pittsburgh,  Brown  ibiwiiML 
ofdncinnati.  Brown  of  Troy,  Buck  of  Illinois,  Button,  Carl- 
ton, Coats,  C<^geshal1,  Connell,  Conrey,  Crooks,  Culver, 
Dimmit,  Dustin,  Evans,  Fowble,  Hill  of  Erie,  Hull,  Kinsley, 
Lowrey,  Luccock,  Monroe,  Mulfinger,  Nast,  Parks  of  Oneida, 
Peame  of  Wyoming,  Phillips,  Porter  of  New-Jersey,  Stevens, 
Van  Cleve,  Wakefield,  Wheelei*,  Wilson  of  Erie— 85. 

And  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  report  was  Motioii  to  potk- 
lost  ^^^ 

B.  M.  Hall  moved  that  the  vote  on  the  main  question  be  ^^^^^V[*' 
taken  withou^ further  debate;  but  the  motion  was  lost  by  a    not miMiMd. 
vote  of  78  to  98. 

John  A.  Collins  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  ^instructed,'*  and  inserting  instead  thereof 
the  words  '^  requested  at  their  discretion." 

On  motion  of  W.  Cooper,  Conference  determined  to  take  ouiibr tiMw»- 
the  vote  without  further  debate.  fottaiiMd. 

The  amendment  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  65  to  104.  ^iST^"^^ 

H.  Mattison  moved  that  the  vote  on  the  adoption  of  the  OdifcrttMjeiB 

and   najs   not 

resolution  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays ;  but  the  motion  was    mstained. 
not  sustained  by  the  requisite  number,  only  18  voting  for  it. 


ap. 
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Jan* %  18B«.         xhe  report  was  adopted  in  words  foUowing,  to  wit: 

Xepoit  adopted. 

The  Tract  Committee,  haying  had  under  eonsideration  the  pub- 
lication of  Anti-slayeiy  literature,  recommend  for  adopfcion  the 
following  resolution : 

Rtiolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  and  Tract  Seeretanr  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  instructed  to  poblish,  in  tract  or  book  form,  such 
anti-slayery  matter  as  the  sul^ect  of  Slayerj  maj  demand,  includ- 
ing Mr.  Wesley's  Thoughts  on  Slayery. 

%^e  BtoSH      ^^^"  M'Clintock,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Reviaali. 
oftbeOhiiroh.    presented  a  report  in  reiation  to  the  Rituals  of  the  Ghurah, 

and  in  relation  to  sundry  other  changes  m  the  Discipline. 
%  SL"  '"°^*'       ^^  ^^  ''^»  *"^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^®  under  the  rule. 
^^Bibitafb!^      On  motion  of  L.  Hitchcock,  the  Report  of  the  Committee 

on  Education,  relating  to  Biblical  Institutes,  was  taken  up^ 

and  the  resolutions  were  considered  in  their  order. 
The  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  resolutions 

and  the  preamble  were  sev^ally  read  and  adopted. 
Beport  adopted.       xhe  rep<Ht  as  a  whole  was  then  adopted  in  words  lblk>w« 

ing,  to  wit : 

The  Committee  on  Education  haye  had  under  consideration  the 
sulgect  of  BibUeal  Institut€$,  and  beg  leaye  to  report  in  relation 
thereto  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Hesolved,  That  this  General  Conference  reject  all  institutional 
means  for  ministerial  education  which  assume  the  sufficiency  of 
merely  educational  qualifications  for  the  sacred  office,  and  most 
strenuously  require  that  no  candidate  for  that  office  be  admitted 
to  our  Biblical  Institutes  and  departments  for  ministerial  train- 
ing, without  a  certificate  firom  the  quarterly  or  annual  ooafereiMe 
of  its  belief  that  he  is  Diyinely  called  to  the  ministry. 

2.  Reiohed,  That  the  General  Conference  looks  with  approyal  on 
those  Biblical  departments  which  are  in  oonneetioa  with  our  odt 
leges,  and  which  may  hereafter  be  established  in  such  connection, 
and  upon  our  Biblical  Institutes,  which  now  do,  and  hereafter  may 
exist  separately  for  the  education  of  such  candidates ;  proyided, 
always,  that  both  these  classes  of  ministerial  institutions  be  en- 
compassed with  guards  sufficient  to  protect  them  from  heresy  in 
doctrine  and  error  in  discipline. 

8,  Ri$olv«d,  That  for  the  efficiency  of  this  proteotiye  purpose  the 
General  Conference  deems  it  indispensable  that  the  trustees  of 
such  institutions  be  all  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  that  at  least  one  annual  conference  haye  the  charter- 
ed right  to  supply  all  the  occurring  yacancies  in  such  boards,  and 
to  haye  the  acknowledged  right  to  procure  the  prompt  remoyal 
from  the  institution  of  any  teacher  or  teachers  whose  instmctioas 
shall  not  harmonize  with  either  the  doctrines  or  the  Discipline  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

4.  Bitolved,  That  the  General  Conference  would  regard  witii  de- 
cided disapproyal  eyery  attempt  to  multiply  greatiy  these  insti- 
tutions among  us,  as  this  coula  haye  no  tendency  but  to  enfeeble 
their  salutary  influence  and  to  exhaust  the  means  of  the  Chureh, 
which  should  be  otherwise  applied. 

5.  Buolved,  That  Trustees  of  Biblical  Institutes  be  required  to 
report  annually  to  the  annual  conferences  patronizing  them,  aiiA 
quadrennially  to  the  General  Conference. 
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&  Bnolvedf  That  the  General  Conferenoe  request  the  Superin-  Jum  %  188& 
tendents  to  act  as  an  Advisory  Committee,  to  counsel  the  Trustees 
of  the  Garrett  Biblical  Institute,  in  acoordanoe  with  the  suggestions 
of  the  said  Trustees,  and  that  they  also  act  as  an  Advisory  Com- 
mittee for  such  other  Biblical  Institutes  as  may  exist  in  accord- 
anoe  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  resolutions. 

B.  M.  Hall,  Chairman  of  the  special  committee  appointed  B^it  «f  n^- 
to  nominate  Candidates  from  whom  delegates  shall  b9  chosen    mittee. 
to  represent  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  English 
and  Canada  Wesieyan  Conferences,  in  A.  D.  185*7,  presented 
the  following  report : 

1.  For  the  English  Wkslbyan  Conferenob,  Ouididates   for 

Delegates     to 

George  Peck,  John  ATClintock,  ^J^  ^^^ 

John  P.  Durbin,  Edward  Thomson,  «»«•• 

Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Davis  W.  Clark. 

2.  For  the  Canada  Weslbtan  Conferbnob,  Omdidates  for 
Tobias  Spicer,  John  S.  Porter,  CwilSa  Wes- 
Charles  Elliot,  Calvin  Kingslej,  «d^^  ^ 
William  Hamilton,                 Daniel  Wise, 

Gardner  Baker,  Enoch  G.  Wood, 

Luden  W.  Berry. 

On  motion  of  W.  D.  R.  Trotter,  Conference  resolved  to  Aftenoon  Ses- 
meet  this  afternoon  at  two  o'clock. 

H.  Bangs  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  ^^^°J^  "^ 
purpose  of  introducing  resolutions,  fixing  the  time,  order,    ia  ord«r  or 
and  mode  of  the  Elections ;  and  also  providing  for  com-    •  time  for  the 
mittees  to  nominate  the  Book  Committees  for  New-Tork 
and  Cincinnati. 

John  D.  Blain  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  suspend  on  the  ^Sbie.^*" 
table;  but  the  motion  was  lost,  and  the  original  motion  i^ut* 
was  carried ;  and  a  series  of  resolutions  introduced  accord- 
ingly. 

David  Bums  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  first  resolution  Proposed 
the  words  ^*  this  afternoon,  immediately  after  the  reading  of 
the  Journal,"  and  insert  the  words  "  nine  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning." 

B.  M.  Hall  moved  bo  to  amend  the  amendment  as  to 
make  the  elections  the  order  of  the  day  for  two  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  of  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  W.  H.  Brockway,  both  amendments  were  l^id    on    tba 
laid  on  the  table. 

H.  R.  Clark  moved  the  following  substitute  for  bo  much  ^jSS?**  ^^ 
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Hm%1tH.    of  the  first  resolution  as  fixes  fihe  order  of  tlie  efecCioDi 
indicsted  in  the  sabstiftate  itseil 

L  TheEifitorortlieChrutiui  AdtDeateaadJoiiiiifl]. 

Th«  Editor  of  the  Western  Chiutiaa  Adroemte. 

The  Editor  of  the  Fiiulwrgh  Christian  Advoeftte. 

The  Editor  of  the  Northwestern  Christian  AdToeafte. 

The  Editor  ^  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate^ 

The  Editor  of  the  German  Apolog;isL 

The  Editor  of  the  National  Magasine. 

The  Editor  of  the  Ladies'  Repository. 

The  Editor  of  the  Quarterly  ReTiew. 
2.  The  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern,  New-Tork  and  dseinnatL 
8.  The  Book  Conunittees  for  the  Bo<^  Concerns  at  Nev-Yoik 
and  CincinnatL 

4.  Corresponding  Secretaries  of  the  Missionary,  Sunday  School, 
and  Tract  Societies. 


On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  sabetitute  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion,  the  seoond  resolution  was  amended  bj 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  **  business." 

The  'resolutions,  as  amended,  were  then  adopted,  as  fel- 
lows: 


I.  IU$olved,  That  the  election  of  Agents,  Editors,  and  Book 
Committees  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  this  afternoon,  iia- 
nediately  after  the  reading  of  the  Joomal ;  and  tliat  the  order  of 
elections  be  as  follows : 

1.  The  Book  Agento  at  New-Tork, 

2.  The  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati. 

8.  The  Editor  of  the  Christian  AdTocate  and  JoomaL 

4.  The  Editor  of  the  Western  Christian  AdTocate. 

5.  The  Editor  of  the  Quarterly  ReTiew  and  Books  of  the  Geih 

eral  Catalogue. 

6.  The  Editor  of  Sunday-School  Publications. 

7.  The  Editor  of  the  National  Magazine  and  Tracts, 

8.  The  Editor  of  the  Ladies'  Repository. 

9.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society. 
10.  The  Editor  of  the  Northern  Christian  Adyocate. 

II.  The  Editor  of  the  Pittoburgh  Christian  Advocate. 
12.  The  Editor  of  the  Northwestern  Christian  Adyocate. 
18.  The  Editor  of  the  German  Publications. 

14.  The  Book  Committee  at  New-Tork. 

15.  The  Book  Committee  at  CincinnatL 


OommlttM     lo 
DomlDito  Book 


Oidmd. 


2.  R*$olv4d,  That  in  the  election  of  Book  Committees  and  all 
other  cases,  where  but  one  candidate  is  nominated  for  an  office,  it 
shall  be  bT  an  open  Tote  in  the  Conference.  But  in  case  two  or 
mors  candidates  are  nominated  for  the  same  office,  the  Tottnc 
shall  be  by  ballot  The  tellers,  when  the  Totes  are  gathered,  shaU 
retire  with  one  of  the  Secretaries,  and  count  the  Totes ;  the  Goft- 
ferenoe  meantime  proceeding  with  its  business. 

8.  Rttolvtd,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  nominate 
a  Book  Committee  for  the  Book  Concern  at  New-York,  and  that  a 
like  number  be  appointed  to  nominate  a  Book  Committee  for  As 
Western  Book  Concern,  at  Cincinnati. 
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John  P.  Durbin  and  thirty-Bix  others  moved  the  follow-    ^^^%^XBL 
ing  resolution,  namely : 


Rt$oh§i,  That  the  next  session   of  the  General  Conference  Be«o1atlon     to 
shall  commence  on  the  first  day  of  Maj.  A.D.  1861,  and  shaU  be    '*'  **^-**""  " 
held  cTery  four  years  thereafter,  oommenoing  on  the  first  day  of 
May. 


flzthetlnM  of 
the  next  Gen- 
enlGoDferoiiM 
May  1, 186L 
Beferrod. 


The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
Yiaals. 

John  Eennaday  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day, 
for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  Reply  to  the  Address  of 
the  Congr^ational  Union  of  England  and  Wales ;  but  the 
motion  to  suspend  was  laid  on  the  table. 

H.  Buck  moved,  that  the  consideration  of  the  report 
concerning  the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate,  the  Central 
Christian  Advocate,  and  the  California  Christian  Advocate, 
be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  this  afternoon,  im- 
mediately after  reading  the  Journal:  subject,  however,  to 
the  order  fixed  by  the  resolutions  relating  to  the  elections ; 
and  the  motion  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  John  M'Clintock,  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals,  presented  May  10th,  was  taken  up,  and 
the  various  items  considered  in  tiieir  order,  and  adopted  as 
follows,  namely : 


MotlOD    to    S1U- 

pend  the  ordor. 
"LeAd  on  the  t»- 


Beport  rolAtlng 
to  the  PMiflcL 
Central,  and 
Galttbrnift  Ad- 
▼oontet  the 
special  order 
for  this  altera 
noon. 


Report  of  Com* 
DiUtee  on  Re- 
visals taken  np 
and  adopted. 


The  Committee  on  Bevisals  and  Unfinished  Business  beg  leave 
to  report  in  part, 

1.  That  having  duly  oonsidered  that  part  of  the  Bishops'  Ad- 
dress which  relates  to  the  ratio  of  Representation  in  the  Qeneral 
Conference,  the  committee  recommend  the  insertion  of  the  words 
**  Twenty-seven,"  in  place  of  "  Twenty-one,"  in  Part  I,  chap,  iii, 
see,  2,  ans.  1,  of  the  Book  of  Discipline. 

The  committee  also  recommend  the  alteration  of  the  second 
Rettrietivt  Rule,  (on  page  33,)  so  as  to  insert  **  one  for  every  forty- 
five,"  in  place  of  "  one  for  every  thirty." 

2.  The  committee  having  dnly  considered  the  memorial  of  the 
New-England  Conference,  referred  to  them  in  respect  to  Part  I, 
chap.  V,  sec  4,  page  81  of  the  Discipline,  entitled,  **  Cfthe  Band 
SocUtin^**  recommend  tliat  the  said  sec.  4.  page  81,  be  stmck  out, 
and  also  tliat  the  word  '*  hand"  or  "  bands,"  and  all  allusions 
thereto,  be  stmok  out  from  every  other  part  of  the  Disdipline. 

3.  The  committee  having  duly  oonsidered  that  part  of  the 
^shops'  Address  which  relates  to  the  call  of  an  extra  session  of 
the  General  Conference,  recommend  the  insertion  of  the  following 
in  Part  I,  ch.  iii,  sec.  2,  in  place  of  our  present  provision  for  calling 
an  extra  session  of  the  General  Conference : 

**  But  the  General  Superintendents,  or  a  migority  of  them,  by  or 
with  the  advice  of  two  thirds  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences,  or,  if 
there  be  no  General  Soperintendent,  two  thirds  of  all  the  Annuel 
Conferences,  shall  have  power  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  at  any  time,  to  be  oonstituted  in  the  usual  way.'' 


DiBdpUne 

changed. 
Batlo  of  Bepre- 

sentatlon. 


Propositkm  to 
change  the  B^ 
strictlTe  Bulcb 

Discipline 
changed  In  re- 
lation toF" 


DisdpMne 
changed  In  re- 
lation to  an 
Extra  Session 
of  the  Genefsl 
Conferenoep 
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Jime2,i85«.        xhe  proposition  to  change  the  Second  BeatrietiTe  Bnle 
ohanged.  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  more  than  two  thirds  of  all  tbe 

members  of  the  Greneral  Conference  in  its  favor. 
AdjovfBxneDt.         Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  bj  W.  H.  Collina. 

Monday  AFrsBNOoir. 
Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  Bishop  Ames 
in  .the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 
D.  wiM    has       On  motion,  Daniel  Wise  was  permitted  to  record  his  vote 

permission  to  _  ',  .  F^  -    .       ^^  i   -r*  i 

record  his  vote,  on  the  resolution  proposing  a  change  of  the  General  Rak 
on  Slavery,  and  he  voted  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

J.  L.  Thompson,  seconded  by  H.  Mattison,  moved  the 
following  resolutions,  namely : 

Besolation     in       1.  i2rso2vcd,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  GonfereDoes  in 

if^S^      th^   General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  Committee  on  Bevisals 

Toroi  of  Serv-  ^'  ^^^  ^^^J  ^^®  hereby  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedience 

loeofaBishoD,   of  limiting  the  term  of  serrice  of  the  bishops  hereafter  to  four 

•nd  to  <^sa-  years,  the  same  bishops  being  eligible  to  reelection. 

tton  of  BlshoM"       2-  Betolved,  And  that  whether  the  ordination  of  bishops  is  not 

Ordination     of  incompatible  with  the  doctrine  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

Bishops.  which  from  the  beginning  has  miuntained  that  there  are  but  two 

Scriptural  Orders  known  among  the  ministry,  and  should  therefore 

be  dispensed  with  in  connection  with  the  office  of  General  Super* 

intendent. 

JM    on    the       On  motioD  of  W.  Cooper,  the  resolutions  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

William  Young,  seconded  by  William  Nast,  moved  the 
following  Resolution,  and  it  was  adopted,  namely : 

Plan  of  Btndy       Retolvtd,  That  the  plan  of  study  authorized  for  the  German 

fortheGennan  Trayeling  Preachers  and  German  Local  Preachers,  be  published 

piblSlJd     iS  in  the  German  edition  of  the  Discipline, 
the      German 

Discipline.  Bishop  Baker    announced   the    following    committeesi 

namely : 
^™nJS^Bo^       Committee  to  nominate  the  Book  Committee  for  the 
MSS^rSt'"'  New- York  Book  Concern : 

P.  Rice,  L.  Crowd, 

S.  D.  Brown,  J.  A.  Collins, 

F.  Hodgson. 

Oommittee    to       Committee  to  nominate  the  Book  Committee  for  the  Oiii* 

noininate  Book 

Committee  fbr  dnnati  Book  Concern : 

anolnnatL  «    ^    ..^      , 

P.  Cartwnght,  E.  G.  Wood, 

U.  Heath,  C.  Brooks, 

H.  S.  Talbot 
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Tie  ipeeial  order  of  the  day,  namely,  the  elections  as  Jm>««i18B«, 

prescribed  by  resolution  of  this  morning,  wss  taken  up,  njp. 

And  on  nomination  of  P.  Rice,  Thomas  Carlton  was,  by  T.  Oviton  eieet- 

a  hand  vote,  unanimously  elected  Agent  of  the  Book  Con-  atNew-Tork. 
oem  at  New-York  for  four  years. 

The  chair  appointed  J.  M.  Trimble,  R.  S.Ru8t,  H.  Kinsley,  Mer»  twoinu 
and  H.  Crews  Tellers,  and  Conference  proceeded  to  ballot 
for  Assistant  Book  Agent  at  New-York. 

The  ballot  was  cast,  and  the  Tellers,  with  James  Hill,  As-  ^'SsuSt^^BJSt 

aistant  Secretary,  retired  to  count  the  votes.  ^JJJ*  •*  n«*- 

George  W.  Walker  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  Hotion  to  biu- 

day  for  a  special  purpose,  but  the  motion  was  lost.  Srtbe  tuj.   ** 

The  Report  of  the  Book  Committee  was  taken  up,  and  so  ^^^  or  the 

much  as  relates  to  the  Book  Depository  and  Pacitic  Advocate  SjXj^"*"**" 
in  Oregon  was  read.    Pen  ding  its  consideration,  the  first  res- 
olution was  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "  as  soon  as 
practicable,"  and  the  resolutions  were  adopted  in  their  order; 

and  the  report  as  a  whole  was  adopted  as  follows,  namely  :  Report  adofK^ 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Ooncem  have  had  under  eonsidera- 
tion  the  papers  referred  to  them  relating  to  a  Depository  of  Books 
and  the  publication  of  a  weekly  paper  in  Oregon  Territoiy,  and 
report  for  the  action  of  the  Qeneral  Conference  the  fbllowing  reso- 
Intions : 

1.  Retolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New-Tork  be  directed  to 
establish  a  Book  Depository,  and  publish  a  weekly  paper  in  Oregon 
Territory.  * 

2.  Rtmlved,  That  we  advlae  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  to  PMUoChristiin 

Surchase,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  three  thousand  five  hundred     AJj^^J*^    *•" 
oUars,  ($3,600,)  the  publishing  office  already  established,  and  con-     *'>"«*»^ 
tinue  the  publication  of  the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate. 

S.  Resolved,  That  the  Oregon  Conference  be  directed  to  appoint   Oregon  Confer^ 
a  committee  of  five,  who  shall  have  power  to  fix  the  salary  of  the    V^^pi^^ 
editor  of  the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate,  audit  his  accounts,  and     CwaaSi^ 
have  a  general  oversight  of  his  editorial  conduct,  make  an  annual 
report  of  the  same  to  the  Oregon  Conference  and  to  the  Book 
Agents  at  New- York.  « 

So  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  the  Boo2  Depository  Baport  nh^ 
and  Central  Christian  Advocate  at  St.  Louis  was  read.  CbrMkn  Ad- 

On  motion  of  Peter  Cartwright,  the  first  resolution  was    ^ 
amended  by  striking  out  the  words,  ''so  soon  aa  the  agents 
are  assured  that  a  list  of  paying  subscribers  has  been  obtain- 
ed amounting  to  at  least  six  thousand  subscribers.''    And 
the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  second  resolution  was  amended  by  inserting  the 
word  "heretofore''  between  the  words  *•  Paper"  and  "pub- 
lished," and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  announced 
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June  1. 1861     the  result  of  the  first  ballot  for  Assistaiit  Book  Agent  at 

uiiot  for  As-  New- York,  as  follows :  The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  waa 

^|!mtat  Nmt^  212 :  necessary  to  a  choice,  107.    James  Porter  received 

York.  gY  J  Benjamin  Griffen  received  67 ;  George  F.  Brown  p^ 

oeived  23 ;  Moses  Hill  received  21 ;  scattering  4.    As  no 

one  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast^  the  chair  an- 

Ho  d^M.        nounced  that  there  was  no  election.    A  second  ballot  for 

^JrtT**  **"^  Assistant  Book  Agent  at  New-York  was  cast,  and  the  Tellea 

and  Secretary  retired. 

The  Report  of  the  Book  Committee  in  relation  to  the 
Book  Depository  and  Central  Advocate  at  St  Lonis  was 
adopted  as  follows,  namely : 

Ontnl    OM0-       The  oommittee  have  had  under  oonsideration  the  papers  referred 
^UtabU^^dT*  to  them  rotating  to  a  Book  Depository  at  St  Louis,  also  the  pub- 
lication of  a  Paper  at  said  place,  and  present  for  the  action  of  ths 
General  Con^f^rence  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  EtMolved,  That  the  Agents  of  the  Western  Book  Concern  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  instructed  to  establish  a  member  of  the  Adyocats 
ftimily,  to  be  called  the  Central  Christian  Advocate,  at  St  Louisl 
Depodtory    at       2.  Bnolved^  That  the  Agents  of  the  Western  Book  Cohoem  bs^ 
St.    LoalB   of  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  establish  at  St  Louis  a  Deposl- 
wkfL!d^NL   ^^  ^^  ^^^  Sunday-school  and  German  publications, 
mm  ^bU^      ^*  /2Mo/vt(2,  That,  in  tIow  of  the  eironmstanoes,  we  do  not  dseia 
tioDB.  it  expedient  to  instruct  the  Agents  to  assume  any  liabilities  of  the 

Paper  heretofore  published  at  St  Louis,  but  would  leave  it  wholly 
to  the  Judgment  of  the  Agents  to  purchase  the  materials  if  they 
think  proper. 

BMoit  of  the    '  The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  announced 

aaoood     ballot 

for    AniflUnt  the  resnlt  of  the  second  ballot  for  Assistant  Book  Agent  at 
Kew-riSS       New- York  as  follows :  The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  was 
210  necessary  to  a  choice,  106.    James  Porter  reodved  114, 
Benjamin  Griffen  received  65,  Moses  Hill  received  18,  and 
George  F.  Brown  received  18.    James  Porter  having  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  the  votes  cast,  was  declared  duly  elected 
Assistant  Book  Agent  at  New-Xork  for  the  next  four  years. 
L  Swonnstedt       Leroy  Swormstedt  was,  by  a  hand  vote,  unanimously 
A«i»nt  at  oin*  chosen  Agent  of  the  Western  Book  Concern  at  Cindnnati 

dnnatl  ^^^  ^^^^  years. 

BaUoifiDrAMiBt.       A  ballot  was  cast  for  Assistant  Book  Agent  of  the  West- 
Agent  at  cin-  em  Book  Concern,  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary  retired. 
committM   OB       George  Peck,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
^Mk^CoiuMRi  Qonoem,  submitted  a  further  report 

Pending  its  consideration,  the  Tellers  came  into  Confer- 
Ballot  fcr  Aa.  ence,  and  the  chair  announced  the  result  of  the  ballot  for 
^e?t  at^  Assistant  Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati  as  follows:    Whole 
number  of  votes  cast  206:  necessary  to   a  choice,  104. 
Adam  Poe  received  116,  Luke  Hitchcock  received  82,  and 


James     Porter 
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John  A.  Brouse  receiTed  8.     A.  Poe  having  received  a  ma-     ^""^  ^  ^*a 
joritj  of  the  votes  cast,  was  declared  dulj  elected  Assistant 
Agent  of  the  Western  Book  Concern  for  the  next  four 
years. 

A  ballot  was  cast  for  Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Bi^npt  «Mt  for 

Xfditor  of  Ad> 

Journal,  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary  retired.  Is^^La     ^^ 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Bepott  or  Book 

the  Book  Concern  was  resumed. 


John  Dempster  moved  so  to  amend  the  report  that  it  ^^^^       ^ 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  to  ad- 
vance to  W.  D.  R.  Trotter,  one  half  the  sum  of  his  indebt- 
edness, as  specified  in  the  resolution. 

The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  announced  ^^^  ^  ^ 
the  result  of  the  ballot  as  follows,  namely :  Whole  number 
of  votes  cast  was  207 :  necessary  to  a  choice,  104.    Abel 
Stevens  received  136 ;  F.  G.  Hibbard  received  W ;  and  am     Btevviii 

olootod- 

George  Peck  received  5.  Abel  Stevens,  having  received  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes,  was  declared  duly  elected  Editor  of 
the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  for  the  next  four  years. 

A  ballot  was  cast  for  Editor  of  the  Western  Christian  Ad-  *fiS*^?l^*** 
vocate,  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary  retired.  Ohriatun  Ad- 


The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Baport  i 
Book  Concern  was  resumed. 

The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  an- 
nounced the  result  of  the  ballot  for  Editor  of  the  Western 
Christian  Advocate  as  follows :  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  Berait  or  the 
207  :  necessary  to  a  choice,  104.  Calvfn  Eingsley  received 
116  ;  Charles  Elliot  received  73  ;  B.  F.  Crary  received  20  ; 
scattering  2. 

C.  Eingsley,  having  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  OiHTin  Kiogder 
cast,  was  declared  duly  elected  Editor  of  the  Western  Chris- 
tian Advocate  for  four  years. 

A  ballot  was  cast  for  Editor  of  the  Methodist  Quarteriy  BoiiocforSditM 


Review,  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary  retired.  ij  Berieir,  Aa 


The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Befwrti 
Book  Concern  was  resumed. 

The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  announced  B«nit  or  um 
the  result  of  the  ballot  for  Editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review 
and  Books  of  the  General  Catalogue  as  fbllows,  namely : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  207  :  necessary  to  a  choice,  ]>uM  D.  wii»- 
104.    D.  D.  Whedon  received  108;  John  M'Clintock  to-    '^'^"^ 
ceived  99.    Daniel  D.  Whedon,  having  received  a  majority 
of  all  the  votes  cast,  was  declared  duly  elected  Editor  of  the 
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JniM  %  160«.     Methodist  Quarterly  Review  and  of  the  Books  of  the  Gener- 
al Catalogue  for  the  next  four  years. 
^'***B^ldl?^       A  ballot  was  cast  for  Editor  of  Sunday-School  Publications, 
Sdjooi   Pabu-  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary  retired. 
Evening MflBion.       On  motion  of  6.  F.  Crary,  Conference  agreed  to  meet  at 

8  o^clock  this  evening. 
Amendment  to       On  motion  of  John  S.  Porter,  the  amendment  of  the  Re- 
mittee on  the  port  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  proposed  by 
Ldd  on  thrta-'  John  Dempster,  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  103  to 
"••  61. 

Report    M    n       The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  report  as  a  whole 
was  adopted  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  have  had  nnder  oonsideT*- 
tion  the  memorial  of  W.  D.  R.  Trotter,  as  also  documents  from 
the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Central  Christian  Advocate,  rela- 
tive to  the  indebtedness  of  Brother  Trotter  as  editor  and  publisher 
of  said  paper,  and  asking  this  General  Conference  to  meet  said 
indebtedness. 

The  committee  recommend  for  adoption  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  assist  in  the  liquidation  of  a  debt  of 
seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars  and  twenty-five 
cents,  ($7,264  25)  resting  upon  Rev.  W.  D.  R.  Trotter  as  editor  and 
publisner  of  the  Central  Christian  Advocate,  that  the  Book  Agents 
at  Cincinnati  be,  and  are  hereby  instructed  to  appropriate  for  the 
coming  four  years,  all  the  profits  of  the  paper  which  we  have  reo- 
ommended  to  be  published  at  St.  Louis,  to  Rev.  W.  P.  R.  Trotter, 
not  exceeding  the  above-named  amount. 

w.  B.  B.  Trot-       On  motion,  W.  D.  R.  Trotter  had  permission  to  address 
eddrev      the  the  Conference  in  relation  to  the  intereste  and  condition  of 

**■       the  Central  Christian  Advocate. 
BmoU   of  the       The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  announced 
the  result  of  the  ballot  for  Editor  of  the  Sunday-School 
Publications  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  202  :  necessary  to  a  choice, 
102.    Daniel  Wise  received  123 ;  A.  M.  Osbon  received  61; 
^     D.  P.  Kidder  received  17;  and  F.  G.  Hibbard  1.     Daniel 
Wise,  having  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  was 
declared  duly  elected  editor  of  the  Sunday-School  Publica- 
tions for  four  years. 
'pSTthS  52l       Stephen  Allen  moved  that  the  election  of  Editor  for  the 
^of^toroT  National  Magazine  and  Tracte  be  postponed  till  to-morrow, 
t^  The  motion  to  postpone  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Ue.  A  ballot  was  cast  for  Editor  of  the  National  Magaane  aod 

ortbeNatioDai  Tracts,  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary  retired, 
n^ortomoen.       George  Peck,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book 


Dttilel       Wise 


amended. 


elected. 
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Concern,  presented  a  report  relating  to  the  California  Chris-     ^^^^  ^  ^^^ 
tian  Advocate,  and  it  was  read.  niS    Ohitititti 

J.  D.  Blain  moved  to  amend  the  first  resolution  of  the  itnt^ire^atioA 
report  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  Paper,"  the  words, "  and 
to  establish  a  Book  Depository ;"  and  the  motion  to  amend 
prevailed. 

The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  announced  i^^t  of  tho 
the  result  of  the  ballot  for  Editor  of  the  Nadonal  Magazine 
and  Tracts  as  follows :  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  208 : 
necessary  to  a  choice,  105.  James  Floy  received  124 ;  James 
H.  Perry  received  79  ;  scattering  5.  James  Floy  having  re-  Jamee  Fioj 
ceived  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  was  declared  duly 
elected  editor  of  the  National  Magazine  and  Tracts  for  four 
years. 

Davis  W.  Clark  was  unanimously,  by  a  hand  vote,  elected  d.   w.    ciark 
Editor  of  the  Ladies^  Repository,  and  of  the  Books  of  the    of^Ladies*  £e- 
Oeneral  Catalc^e,  at  the  Western  Book  Concern,  for  four    p***'*''7- 
years. 

A  ballot  was  cast  for  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Mis^  Ballot  for  Secre- 
Bionary  Society,  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary  retired.  Sonwys<Mietj. 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Beportneomed. 
Book  Concern  was  resumed. 

The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  announced  Result  of  the 
the  result  of  the  ballot  for  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Missionary  Society  as  follows,  namely :  Whole  number  of 
votes  cast,  209 ;  necessary  to  a  choice,  105.  John  P.  Dur- 
bin  received  123;  Minor  Raymond  received  86.  John  P.  •'jSj^^- ^"^"^ 
Durbin  having  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  was 
declared  duly  elected  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  for  four  years. 

A  ballot  was  cast  for  Editor  of  the  Northern  Christian  Ad-  Ballot  for  Editor 
vocate,  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary  retired.  em    chriatiaB 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Beportresomed. 
Book  Concern  was  continued. 

The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  announced  Besait  or  tba 
the  result  of  the  ballot  as  follows :  Whole  number  of  votes 
cast,  212 :  necessary  to  a  choice,  107.    F.  G.  Hibbard  received 
118,  and  W.  Hosmer  94.    F.  G.  Hibbard,  having  received  F.  G.  Hibbard 
a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  was  declared  duly  elected 
Editor  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate  for  four  years. 

Isaac  N.  Baird  was,  by  a  hand  vote,  unanimously  elected  i-,  N.     Baird 

-,-.  -      ,        -^^     I        t      r^    •    .  A  ',  *        -  elected  Editor 

Editor   of   the   Pittsburgh    Christian    Advocate    for    four    of  Pittsboii^ 

°  Christian    At 

vearSt  Tocate. 


160  Journal  of  ike  General  Conference^  1856. 

J^y^-         ^  ^alJot  ^w  cast  for  Editor  of  the  Northwestern  Chrie- 
or  the  North-  tian  Advocate,  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary  retired. 
tiM  AdToette,       The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 

BeportniiuDed.  Book  Concern  was  resumed. 

J^raU  of  the  The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  announced 
the  result  of  the  ballot  for  Editor  of  the  Northwestern  Christian 
Advocate  as  follows :  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  204 : 

'dro^StortedT*^  necessary  to  a  choice,  103.  James  V.  Watson  received  1 32 ; 
Thomas  M.  Eddy  received  69 ;  scattering  3.  James  Y.  Wat- 
son, having  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  was  de- 
clared duly  elected  Editor  of  the  Northwestern  Christian  Ad- 
vocate for  four  years. 

w.  NMt  eieetod  William  Nast  was,  by  a  hand  vote,  unanimously  elected 
Editor  of  the  Christian  Apologist,  and  of  the  German  publi- 
cations at  the  Western  Book  Concern  for  four  years. 

A^oaniiBMt.         On  motion  of  W.  H.  Brockway,  Conference  adjourned. 
Benediction  by  Benjamin  Griffen. 


Monday  Evening. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  Bishop  Waugh 
in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  D.  D. 
Buck,  of  the  East  Genesee  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  afternoon  was  read  and  approved. 
Motion  to  take       S.  Van  Deusen  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day  to 
on      Bundfty  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools. 
Amendment  John  M'Ciintock  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  take  up  the 

^*^''*"*^         Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Tract  Cause. 
Snbetitate    fbr       J.  D.  Blain  moved,  as  a  substitute  for  the  amendment,  that 
meat.  '  the  motion  be  so  modified  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee 

on  the  Book  Concern  relating  to  the  California  Christian 
SuiMtitate    Mv  Advocate  be  taken  up,  should  the  motion  to  suspend  prevail 
ment^ "vri£  "^^  Substitute  was  accepted,  the  amendment  prevailed,  and 
•j^    fflo^on  the  motion  as  amended  was  carried. 
Amendment  The  report  having  been  taken  up  and  read,  Joh>  D.  Blain 

Book  DepoBi-  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  amendment  adopted  this 
forau  reoon-  aftemoou,  providing  for  a  Book  Depositoiy,  and  the  motioQ 
withdrawn.^  prevailed.  The  amendment  was  then  withdrawn, 
^n  ii^^^  ^-  ^'  ^^  "^^®^  to  add  to  the  first  resolution  the 
and  adopted,  words,  "And  that  the  said  Agents  appropriate  from  the 
funds  of  the  Book  Conoem  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  thousand 
dollaiB  annually  for  the  next  four  years  for  the  maintenance 
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ct  the  said  Paper."    The  amendtnent  prevailed,  and  the     *n»i.i«l 
resolution  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  second  resolution  was  read,  when,  on  motion,  the  ^J'JnmSJf 
resolution  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  words,  *'  Pro- 
Tided  the  cost  shall  not  exceed  $3,500.'^ 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted,  and  the  report  B^porttdBptod. 
as  a  whole  was  adopted  as  follows,  namely : 

The  Book  Committee  present  the  following  resolutions  relating 
to  a  weekly  paper  in  California,  namely :  f 

lUtohed,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New-Tork  he,  and  they   Weddy 
hereby  are,  directed  to  publish  a  weekly  paper  in  San  Franeisoo,     to  be 
California ;  and  that  the  siud  Agents  appropriate  from  the  ftinds  of    ^'^ 
the  Book  Conoem  a  snm  not  ezeeeding  two  thousand  doUars  annu- 
ally, for  the  next  four  years,  for  the  maintenance  of  such  paper. 

Re$olvtd,  That  in  case  a  transfer  of  the  California  Christian 
AdTooate,  now  published  at  San  Franeisoo,  can  be  obtained  on 
reasonable  terms,  the  Book  Agents  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  in- 
Bimeted  to  adopt  that  paper  as  a  General  Conference  paper. 

N.  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy,  ^J^gl^jL^ 
presented  a  report  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Reuhen    dridg*. 
Aldridge  for  services  as  a  missionary.    The  report,  contain- 
ing the  following  resolution,  waa  adopted : 

Bttolmd,  by  the  General  Conference  in  Conference  assembled. 
That  we  recommend  to  the  Parent  Board  of  the  Missionary  Soeie^ 
of  the  Methodist  Bpiscopal  Church  to  pay  to  the  order  of  Reub^ 
Aldridge  the  sum  of  one  hundred  doUars,  ($100,)  with  interest  firom 
the  time  said  claim  was  allowed,  namely,  the  month  of  October, 
1849. 

[For  full  Report,  see  Appendix  CC.] 

N.  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  ^^j"^^ 
submitted  a  report  in  relation  to  the  Journals  of  the  several  ^  ^•,5?^^ 
Annual  Conferences.  •bmb- 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  report,  the  first  resolu-  ^^^^j^^f"^^' 
tion  was  amended  by  striking  out  so  much  as  relates  to  the 
rooording  of  the  appointments  of  the  preadien  in  the  Con- 
ference Journal  from  year  to  year. 

The  report  as  amended  w[as  adopted.  Bflportedvpcei 

The  resolutions  contained  in  the  report  were  adopted  in 
words  following,  to  wit : 

1.  ReiUoed,  by  the  dAegates  of  the  srrefal  Annual  Cenftrsnoes   B«iohitloiis   if 
in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  statistics  of  the  Con-    ^  nrort 
ference  should  be  entered  on  the  Conference  Journals. 

2.  Re$olved,  That  the  secretaries  of  the  seTeral  Annual  Ceoibr- 
enoes  be  instructed  to  obeerre  (preater  precision  in  referring  ta 
papers,  documents,  charges,  testimony,  &o.,  so  that  they  may  be 
oertatnly  identified. 

[For  full  Report,  see  Appendix  DD.] 
N.  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 
submitted  the  following  resolution: 

11 
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^mm%  18M.  Rt9obo€d,  Tliat  tbe  followiBg  be  added  to  ilM  answer  te  tbto 
B^ohitloB  MO-  qaeetion :  *<  Who  shall  compose  the  General  Gonferenoe?"  page  38t 
nSiwbo  iMy  '^'^^^y -  " Neyertheleas,  should  one  thus  qualified  accept  of  ciTil 
Secflpt  dvU  J'  office,  he  shall  thereby  be  disqualified  Ibr  a  seat  in  the  General 
Amu  Conference ;  and  the  disqualification  thus  incnired  shall  reuain 

nntil  removed  by  ft  Tote  of  the  Annual  Conference  of  whioh  he  is 

a  member/' 

%  rSL  ^"^^      '^^  resolution  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 
AaMiBt      <rf       W.  Hamilton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Missions, 
gSSityeaal  submitted  tbe  following  as  the  information  desired  by  the 
I      Conference  in  relation  to  missionary  contributions  and  mis- 
aionary  appropriations  to  the  conferences  in  slave  territoiy. 

The  following  information  is  given  to  the  Conference  by  the  Mis- 
sionary Committee,  at  the  instance  of  the  Conference. 

Appropriations  of  missiobary  money  to  conferences  in  slave 
territory,  in  part  or  in  whole,  during  ikt  last  four  years : 

Kentncky  Conference $5,460 

Missouri  Conference 17,800 

Arkansas  Conference 10,600 

Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  Western  Vir^^a  for 

four  years 90,560 

Total  appropriations  during  the  last  four  years  64,300 

The  same  eonfbrenoes  contributed  missionary  money,  during  Hie 
last  four  years,  to  the  amount  of  |1 63,801  74,  showing  an  excess  of 
contributions  of  missionary  money  by  these  conferences  over  the 
appropriatfons  of  missionary  money  to  them  of  about  $100,000. 
We  tUnk  it  desirable  that  the  Church  will  note  this. 

George  Peck,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern,  submitted  a  report^  providing  for  Publishing  Com- 
mittees for  the  Advocates,  and  also  proposing  an  alteration 
of  ihe  Discipline  as  follows,  namely : 

PMpoMd  Chap,  vi.  Part  III,  page  202,  strike  out  the  secUon  after  the 

gg|^  "^  word  "  pracUeable,"  and  insert,  *«  they  shall  also  pay  one  third  of 
^^'^  the  salaiy  and  the  traveling  expenses  of  the  Bishops;  and  the 

same  proportioii  of  all  other  appnmriatioas  made  by  the  QcMial 

Conference,  not  otherwise  provided  for.'' 

Umvffm.  This  re«>lati<Mi  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

Bmtef  Oom-      £.  Thomson,  Chairman  of  ^^  Committee  on  Education, 

presented  a  report,  and  as  one  of  its  resolutions  proposes  a 

diange  in  the  Discipline,  it  lies  on  the  table  under  the 

rule. 

I  On  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  the  order  of  business  was  sua- 

pended. 

J.  S.  Porter,  seconded  by  B.  F.  Crary,  moved  the  follow* 

ing  resolution,  namely : 

Rnohed^  That  the  Bishops  be  requested  to  state  whether.  In 
MMttDc  the  their  judgment,  in  view  of  the  number  of  new  Conferences,  and 
BIdMpttoftita  ^^^  claims  of  the  work  in  California  and  Oregon,  the  Spissf 


Journal  of  the  €fenerai  Conference^  1866. 


163 


seeds  ttrengChening  at  tke  present  eemloii  of  the  General 
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Israel  Ohamberlaynd  moved  to  lay  the  resoliition  on  the  MoUmi  to  laj 
table ;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail  and  the  resolution  Lost 
was  adopted. 

William  Toung,  seconded  by  C.  Brooks,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  namely : 

1.  Rtiolvtd,  That  the  Book  Agents  of  the  Western  Book  Gon- 
eem  he,  and  are  berehy,  authorised  to  pay  a  sum  not  ezoeeding 
$800,  for  an  Assistant  Editor  for  the  German  Puhlications. 

2.  Reiolvedy  That  the  Bishops  he,  and  are  herehy,  antborised  to 
appoint  to  this  oflSoe  a  German  itinerant  preacher,  if  suoh  a 
one  is  nominated  or  elected  by  the  Book  Committee,  or,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Book  (Committee,  by  the  Book  Agents  and  Editors  of 
the  Western  Book  Concern. 

These  resolutions  lie  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

L.  L.  Hamline  having,  through  George  W.  Walker,  re- 
quested that  the  letters  which  were  addreesed  to  himself, 
or  his  wife,  and  which  were  used  as  testimony  in  the  case 
of  L.  D.  Harlan,  be  returned  to  them ;  on  motion  of 
George  W.  Walker,  the  Conference  ordered  that  all  the 
papers  used  as  testimony  in  the  case  of  L.  D.  Harian  be 
returned  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Cincinnati  Annual  Con- 
ference. 

George  W.  Walker  presented  the  following  reaoliition, 
which  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule,  namely : 

R€9oU)id,  That,  in  Tiew  of  the  intimate  relation  which  our  Ger- 
man Pablications  at  Cincinnati  bear  to  the  Sabhath-school,  Tn^ 
and  General  English  Pablications  at  New-Tork,  as  well  as  to  the 
oontemplated  German  pablications  in  Bremen,  by  order  of  the 
Missionary  Board,  we  recommend  the  appointment  of  the  German 
Editor  as  ex-officio  member  of  the  Publishing  Committees  of  the 
Trsot  Society,  of  the  Sunday  School  Union,  and  of  the  Missiimafy 
Society,  so  as  to  allow  him,  when  It  is  deemed  necessary  by  those 
having  charge  of  the  above-named  interests,  officially  to  consult 
with  Uiem  in  regard  to  the  Books  and  Tracts  which  ought  to 
be  published  in  Cincinnati  or  in  Bremen,  and  for  properly  se- 
lecting and  procuring  the  necessary  outs  and  other  typographi- 
cal requirements. 

The  Bishops  returned  the  following  answer  to  the  inquiry 
propounded  in  the  resolution  offered  by  James  S.  Porter, 
namely : 

The  Bishops  have  not  heretofore  oommunieated  to  the  Gonferenoe  Answer  of  tti 

any  wish  in  reference  to  the  increase  of  their  number,  desiring  S|%Jf  ^m!Z 

that  the  Conference  should  Ibrm  its  own  opinion  of  the  propriety  in'S?  - 

of  such  a  measure.    We,  however.  Incline  to  the  opinion  that,  in  Hon  i 

view  both  of  our  interests  on  the  Paeilio  coast  and  our  increased  ^f'*  < 
r  of  conferences,  it  might  be  prudent  to  elect  an  additional 
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tW  smmI  attention  to  the  Padio;  Imt  if  increaaed  attention  i« 
aoodod  on  thai  eoaat,  it  eaa  be  given  onlj  hy  n  Biaiiop  raifing 
tfcoie ;  and  if  tko  Wnltk  or  any  one  of  onr  nnnter  ahonld  fidl,  va 
■j^t'soi  be  able  to  perftnt  the  wock  ezpeeted  of  na. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bnaga,  Ibe  fofegoing  aaswtfr  of  Aft 
Bithofw  waa  nfeired  to  the  Gonuoittae  on  the  Efmeofmef. 

J<An  irClinto(^  Glunnnan  of  the  Ck«mi^ 
preaented  a  report^  pfroriding  for  more  complete  dmrch  atA- 
„  ^^  tistica.    It  was  read,  and  lies  on  the  table  mider  the  rale. 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  hy  Alfred  Oijflhh. 


iwB0%m$.  TUESDAY  MOKNING,  JUNE  Sd,  1856. 

Conference  met  this  morning;  Bishop  Monis  in  the 
chair. 

The  nsnal  religions  services  were  conducted  by  J.  IL 
Trimble,  of  the  Ohio  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  last  evening  was  read  and  approved. 

The  general  order  of  business  was  suspended,  and  on 
motion  of  John  A.  CoUinSi  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted,  namely : 

Bodk  AmmtB  at      Ritoivid^  by  tbe  delegates  of  the  several  Annnal  Oniftreneee  of 

2T«w-York  to  the  Methodist  Episoopal  Charcb  in  General  Conference  assembled, 
fig. ,  ?J[JSJ  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New-York  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  direet- 
Uig  vTMttmi,  ^  to  pay  to  George  Peck,  the  amount  of  his  traveling  expenses 
40.  trcm  New'Tork  to  his  place  of  residence  in  the  Wyoming  Gonfbr- 

ence,  and  also  his  salary  np  to  the  time  of  his  receiving  an  app<nnt- 

ment  in  the  regular  work  in  said  conference. 

On  motion  of  B.  M.  Hall,  the  regular  order  was  fiirther 
suspended,  and  the  following  resolution  was  adopted^ 
namely : 

Rwthtd,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New-Tork  be,  and  they  an 
hereby,  instmoted  to  pay  to  Zebnlon  Phillips  the  amount  of  Us 
moving  expenses  from  New*Tork  to  the  Troy  Conference. 

W.  Hamilton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Missions^ 
presented  ft  reply  to  the  Address  of  the  French  Conference 
to  this  body.  It  was  read  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.  [For  Reply,  see  Appendix  L] 
to  ttM  W.  Hamilton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mis8ioni» 
0f  vBh  Airther  reported  an  Address  to  tbe  Church  on  the  subject  e( 
Missions.  It  was  read  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
[For  the  Address,  see  Appendix  E£.] 


Jimmal  if  the  GtnmU  Oor^srenee,  1856.  i«t 

W.  HftmiHon  moved  to  aospend  the  order  of  the  day  to  J^^^'!^ 
take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Mianonfl ;  but  the  J^^^ 
notioii  did  Bot  previil. 

John  Kemtaday,  Chairmaa  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Bpiaoopacy,  submitted  the  following  report^  namely : 

The  Committee  on  Bpiscopaoj,  to  whom  wag  referred  the  re-  B«port  of  Obm- 
onae  of  the  Biahops  to  the  iaqniiy  of  Bot.  J.  &  Porter,  beg    ^^^'^  ^ 


leave  to  report  the  following  as  the  result  of  their  deliberations.       S^«       «f 

Radvedf  That  we  deem  it  inexpedient  to  reoommend  any  addi-    Bkhopt. 
tion  to  the  nnmber  of  Bishops. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  this  report,  T.  J.  Quigley  ^JJI'JSJ^g^ 
moved  that  the  vote  on  its  adoption  be  taken  without  fur- 
ther debate.    The  motion  was  sustained  by  a  vote  of  136  to 
15 ;  and  the  report  was  adopted.  Bepoit  tdoptad. 

On  motion  of  D.  W.  Clark,  the  regular  order  of  business 
was  suspended  by  a  vote  of  108  to  25,  to  receive  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation. 

D.  W.  Clark,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Lay  Dele-  ^^  ^ 
gation,  presented  a  report  on  that  subject. 

It  was  read,  and  the  report,  containing  the  following  reso-  Bapoftadoptad. 

lution,  was  adopted. 

Reiclved,  That  any  change  in  our  eoonomy  relating  to  the  oon- 
stitntion  of  oar  General  and  Annual  Confeienoes  is  inexpedient 
at  the  present  time. 

[For  fall  Report,  see  Appendix  FF.] 

On  motion  oi  J.  ITClintook,  the  order  of  the  day  was  for-  ^^^^"^ 
ther  suspended  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  ObaDg«  in  iS^ 
Revisals;  and  Conference  proceeded  to  consider  the  report    ^^^ 
item  by  item. 

The  item  relating  to  a  provision  for  changing  the  place  of  FiMe  ofhoidiqf 
holding  an  Annual  Conference,  and  the  item  in  relation  to  a    i^oo. 
note  on  page  210  of  the  Cindnnati  edition  of  the  Discipline^  ^  ^  P*e* 
were  read  and  adopted. 

The  item  relating  to  dress  was  read.  Pending  its  con- 
sideration, W.  Reddy,  seconded  by  A.  J.  Dana,  moved  the 
following  substitute,  namely: 

T6  follow  the  words,  •^seotton  1,  ehap.  vm,  Part  V'  in  the  re- 
port of  the  oommittee. 

••  By  all  means  this  is  no  time  to  g^ve  enoonragement  to  snper> _ 

fluity  of  dress:  1.  Therefore,  in  the  examination  of  candidates  "report  nlattas 
for  admission  into  the  Church,  partiouUur  attenUon  shall  be  called  ^  I^'""- 
to  our  general  rule  on  this  subject,  and  the  candidates  shall  be 
interrogated  in  regard  to  their  willingness  to  conform  to  the  same. 
2.  Let  every  one  who  has  charge  of  a  circuit  or  station,  flrequent- 
1y  exhort  our  people  to  conform  to  the  spirit  of  the  apostolic  pre- 
cept, <not  to  adorn  themselves  with  gold,  and  pearls,  and  costly 
array.'"    lTlm.ii,9, 
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■StJtJte^wd      ^"  rnK^iyti  of  W.  Cooper,  Uie  substitate  was  laid  on  the 

on  the  ubu^     table  by  a  vote  of  100  to  67. 

Motion   to    lay  ^ 

^itftmontfce       W.  Reddy  moved  to  lay  tbe  item  oo  the  table;  hot  ^ 

Lost  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  and  the  item  adopted. 

OuHifM  toDb-  Tbe  items  relating  to  the  provision  eonoeming  pr^idiers 
^^  stationed  in  New-Orleans;  the  Annual  Meeting  of  District 

Stewards ;  the  report  of  the  number  of  churches  or  houses  of 
worship;  striking  the  word  *'up**  from  the  phrase  **set  i^ 
before  them ;"  the  provision  giving  to  Quarterly  ConfereDces 
power  to  order  a  new  trial ;  giving  the  Quarterly  Confer- 
ences, instead  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  power  to  dispose 
of  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  Church  property ;  addmg 
after  Gildas  Salvianus,  the  remaining  part  of  the  title  of  the 
book ;  the  case  of  superannuated  preachers  living  out  of  the 
bounds  of  the  Annual  Conference  to  which  they  belong ;  the 
requirement  that  the  preachers  meet  the  men  and  women 
apart  in  the  large  societies ;  taking  .minutes  of  a  trial  before 
the  society  or  a  select  number  of  them ;  the  trial  of  an  ap> 
peal  before  the  Quarterly  Conference  on  the  minutes  thus 
taken  ;  and  the  proportion  of  the  salaries  and  traveling  ex- 
penses of  the  Bishops,  and  of  other  appropriations,  made 
by  the  General  Conference,  to  be  paid  by  the  Western  Book 
Concern,  were  severally  read  and  adopted. 

Ob    rms^      The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  to  remove  the 

(he  nstrietloiiB 

«Don  the  power  restrictions  on  the  continuance  and  reappointment  of  preadi- 
ers  to  the  same  city  was  read. 

itoa^optto  John  A.  Collins  moved  to  lay  the  item  on  the  table.  H. 
Slioer  moved  that  the  vote  on  the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table 
be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  but  the  call  was  not  sustained, 
and  ihe  motion  to  lie  on  the  toble  prevailed  by  a  vote  of  108 
to  84. 

^  tSSe'  n^      ^  motion  of  W.  Reddy,  the  vote  laying  the  item  on  die 

«""M«'^       table  was  reoonsidered. 

^on^^orJerad  ^^  motion,  the  vote  was  teken  without  further  debate^ 
■Bd        ttem  and  the  item  as  reported  was  adopted. 

v«w  ohaptor  on      The  items  providing  a  new  chapter  on  the  spirit  and  titith 

A^££aiu^  of  Singing,  and  the  item  requiring  admissions,  expulsions, 
dismissions,  withdrawals,  and  deaths,  to  be  reported  to  the 
Qnarteriy  Conferences,  were  severally  read  and  adopted. 

The  item  concerning  those  who  neglect  attmdanoe  on 
Class-Meetings  was,  on  motion  of  George  Pratt^  laid  on  the 
taUe. 
On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  Report  of  the  Goamiil- 


to  boNpoited. 


Journal  of  ihi  Geasnd  Ooaference^  1856.  167 

i 

tee  on  Revisak  was  temporarily  laid  on  tha  table,  in  order  J!™^|^^ 
to  proceed  with  the  elections. 

The  same  Tellers  and  Secretary  that  acted  in  the  elections 
yesterday  were  requested  to  serve  to^ay. 

A  ballot  was  cast  for  Editor  of  the  Central  Christian  Ad-  Finfe  bdiot  ibr 

Yocate^  and  the  Tellers  retired.  Centni  chrb- 

On  nomination  of  William  Roberts,  Thomas  H.  Peame  t.  h.  Peam'o 

was,  by  a  hand  rote,  unanimouslT  elected  Editor  of  the  o/^  ?mc 

Pacific  Christian  Advocate,            *  J^SS"  ^' 

On  nomination  of  S.  D.  Simonds,Eleazer  Thomas  was,  by  e.       Umibm 

a  hand  vote,  unanimously  elected  Editor  of  the  California  of  theCkiUbnifa 

Chnstian  Advocate.  vocate. 

On  motion  of  W.  Young,  the  resolution  offered  yesterday,  AKktant  £dttor 

providing  for  an  Assistant  Editor  of  German  publications,  ^'^'^^ 


was  taken  up  and  adopted  as  follows : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  of  the  Western  Book  Coneem 
be,  and  are  hereby,  anthorixed  to  pay  a  enm  not  exoeeding  $800  for 
an  Assistant  Editor  for  the  German  Publications. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be,  and  are  hereby,  authorized  to 
appoint  to  this  office  a  German  itinerant  prekcher,  if  such  a 
one  is  nominated  or  elected  by  the  Book  Committee,  or,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Book  Committee,  by  the  Book  Agents  and  Editors  ^ 
the  Western  Book  Concern. 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  B»ort  on 
Bevisals  was  resumed ;  and  the  item  providing  for  statistics  """^ 

was  read  and  adopted. 

The  item  providing  for  nine  Circttit  Stewards,  instead  of  ^^^j^^  ^^^ 
ieven^  was  read. 

P.  Cartwright  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  but  the 
motion  was  lost,  and  the  item  was  adopted. 

The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  announced  BcsdH  cfbdict 
the  result  of  the  first  ballot  for  the  Editor  of  the  Central 
Christian  Advocate,  as  follows:  Whole  number  of  votes 
cast,  188:  necessary  to  a  choice,  95.  Joseph  Brooks  re- 
ceived 76 ;  B.  F.  Crary,  65 ;  C.  Elliott,  28 ;  J.  H.  Power,  26 ; 
F.  C.  Holliday,  3.  As  no  one  received  a  majority  of  the 
TOtes  cast,  there  was  no  eleotion. 

A  second  ballot  was  cast,  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary 
letired. 

On  motion  of  J.  M'Clintock,  the  following  resolution  was 
ad(^pted,  namely : 

SMolved,  That  the  Editor  of  the  Books  at  New-Tork  be  directed  BMotatkNi  la- 
to  conform  Ans.  9,  p.  69,  on  the  Duty  of  Preachers  in  Charge,  to  SSS?'  ^ 
lheohaagemadeinBeplyl3,p.86.  ^  SS£[ 
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The  Tellen  came  into  CSonferenoe,  and  the  chair  aonooDead 
the  result  of  the  ballot  as  follows :  Whole  namber  of  yotes 
cast,  1 86 :  necessary  to  a  choice,  05.  Joseph  Brooks  reoeiTed 
114;  B.  F.  Creaiy  67.  Joseph  Brooks,  haring  reodved  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes  oast,  was  declared  duly  elected 
Editor  of  the  Central  Christian  Advocate  for  fonr  years. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  Conference  agreed  to  meet  at 
two  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Bevisals  was  resumed. 

So  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  a  Re- 
vision of  the  Rituals  of  the  Church  was  adopted.  The  fol* 
lowing  are  the  resolutions  adopted  in  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Revisals  relating  to  the  Rituals : 

1.  Retolved,  That  a  oommitee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  chair 
to  roTise  the  Ritaals  of  our  Church. 

2.  JUiolved,  That  this  committee  be  instructed  to  prepare  a  tar- 
eolar  at  their  earliest  meeting,  in  which  all  the  points  invoWed  ia 
the  proposed  rcYision  shall  be  stated,  and  to  send  a  copy  of  this  cip> 
cnlar  to  each  member  of  the  present  General  Conference,  who 
shall  consider  the  same  and  return  his  opinions  and  suggestions 
to  the  committee,  within  three  months. 

3.  Rttolved,  That  when  the  committee  shall  have  receired  the 
returned  circulars  from  the  members  of  this  Conference,  with  their 
opinions  and  suggestions  on  the  points  therein  contained,  they  shall 
avail  themselTcs  of  all  the  information  thus  suggested,  and  prepare 
a  revised  copy  of  our  Rituals,  which  they  shallthen  lay  before  the 
Bishops ;  and  the  Bishops  shall  have  power  to  make  any  Terbai 
alterations ;  and  when  the  Ritual  shall  receive  the  final  approval 
of  the  Bishops,  they  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  published,  and  the 
Rituals  thus  revised  shall  thereafter  go  immediately  into  use." 

[For  so  much  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals 
as  relates  to  a  Revision  of  the  Rituals  of  the  Church,  see 
Appendix  GG.] 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals  as  a  whole  was 
then  adopted,  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Revisals  and  Unfinished  Business  present 
the  following  as  a  continuation  of  their  report : 

Having  considered  that  part  of  the  Bishop'  Address  relatiiif  to 
a  provision  for  changing  the  place  of  holding  an  annual  confer- 
ence, 

Recommend  the  addition  of  the  following  to  the  answer  to  qaea 
Zr  sec.  3,  chap,  iii*  Part  I :  "  But  should  it  become  necessary,  from 
any  unforeseen  cause,  to  change  the  place  of  its  sitting  after  it  has 
been  fixed  by  the  Conference,  the  preacher  or  preachers  in  charge 
of  the  place,  and  the  presiding  elder  of  the  district  where  the 
conference  was  to  be  held,  shall  have  power  to  make  such  change. 
But  this  authority  shall  not  be  exercised  without  first  consuUiBK 
the  other  presiding  elders  of  the  conlbrence  so  fiur  as  practicable.'' 

Having  considered  the  memorial  from  the  memben  of  our 
Church  in  Cinoinnad,  in  relation  to  a  note  on  page  210  oi  tlsi 
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Otndiiiiati  ed!t1<m  of  ourDi«oipline,  we  reoommend  the  following     Jnne^lMB. 
resolution : 

Rttolutd,  That  the  note  on  page  210  of  the  DiBcipline,  as  pub- 
lished by  oar  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati,  is  unauthorized,  and 
shall  be  struok  out 


Chang*  cT  Dlt- 

dpllne. 
On  tb«  0ult)«et 

ofDreis. 


The  Committee  having  oonsidered  the  memorial  from  New-En- 
gland Conference  in  relation  to  the  section  on  Dress,  recommend 
the  sabstitution  of  the  following  for  answer  to  question  in  sea  1, 
chap,  riii,  Part  I. 

"  By  all  means.  This  is  no  time  to  encourage  superfluity  in 
dress.  Therefore,  let  all  our  people  be  exhorted  to  oonform  to  the 
spirit  of  the  apostolic  precept,  *  not  to  adorn  themselves  with  gold, 
and  pearls,  and  costly  array.' "  1  Tim.  ii,  9. 

We  recommend  that  the  words,  **  also  the  preacher  or  preachers 
that  may  be  stationed  in  the  city  of  New-Orleans,"  be  struck  out 
of  ans.  8,  ques.  8,  sec  1,  chap,  iv.  Part  I,  page  41,  of  the  Disci- 
pline. 

iaui9> 

We  recommend  that  the  word  ^  annually  "  be  inserted  after  the  Cbing*  of  Dl*- 

words  ••There  shaU  be,"  in  the  first  line  of  ans.  2.  sec.  2,  chap.  ^'J*j!Jf--^tlB« 

iii.  Part  HI,  page  181,  so  as  to  make  the  meeting  of  the  District  ofdiBtrietstew- 

Stewards  annual.  arda. 

We  recommend  the  insertion  of  the  words,  "  the  number  of  ^■3'^  ^  ^^^ 

churches  or  houses  of  worship  in  their  charge,"  after  the  words  gtJ^^       of 

«*  property  distinguished,"  in  ans.  9,  ques.  1,  sec.  11,  chap.  !▼,  oharehes. 
Part  I,  page  59,  of  the  DisdpUne. 


CbMigo  ef  Dis- 
cipline. 

Selaang  to  ate- 
ttoningpreaob- 
en  In  rTew-Oi* 


We  recommend  that  the  word  "  up,"  in  the  clause,  "  By  running 
with  patience  the  race  which  is  set  up  before  them,"  page  29,  sec. 
1,  chap,  ii,  Part  I,  be  struck  out  as  a  typographical  error. 

We  also  recommend  that  the  words,  **  which  shall  have  authorr 
ity  to  order  a  new  trial,"  be  ftdded  after  the  words  '*  Quarterly 
Conference,"  in  ans.  4»  ques.  1,  sec  4,  'chap.  ix«  Part  I,  page  100, 
of  the  IHscipline. 

We  recommend  that  the  words  "next  Annual  Conference  au- 
thorised as  aforesidd,''  on  page  177  of  Discipline,  Part  III,  chap. 
ii,  sec  3,  item  3,  be  struok  ouC  and  the  words  '*  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence" be  inserted,  and  the  words  '*  Annual  Conference"  in  the 
next  line  be  struck  out,  and  the  words  "Quarterly  Conference" 
inserted. 

Also,  we  recommend  that  the  Book  Agents  be  directed  to  insert 
alter  the  words  **  Gildas  galrianus,"  on  page  66  of  Discipline,  the 
remaining  part  of  the  title  to  the  book,  ("  Reformed  Pastor.") 

Also,  the  insertion  in  Part  I,  chap,  ir,  sec  17,  page  74,  alter  the 
words  "  who  may  reside  without  the  bounds  of  the  Conferenoe  of 
which  he  is  a  member,"  the  words  "  shall  haTe  a  seat  in  the 
Quarterly  Conferenoe,  and  all  the  pririleges  of  membership  In  the 
Church  where  he  may  reside." 

Also,  that  ans.  11,  ques.  1,  sec  11,  chap.  !▼,  Part  I,  page  69,  be 
struck  out. 

Also,  that  ans.  1,  ques.  1,  sec  4,  chap,  ix.  Part  I,  page  98,  be 
amended,  by  striking  out  all  of  said  answer  embraced  in  the  first 
period,  and  insert,  *'  before  the  Society  of  which  he  Is  a  member,  or 
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a  select  number  of  tbem,  in  the  proienee  of  the  preacher  in  chais«» 
who  shall  preside  in  the  trial,  and  cause  exact  minutes  of  the  evi- 
dence and  prooeedlngB  in  the  case  to  be  taken." 

Also,  in  answer  5  to  the  same  question,  page  100,  after  tha 
words,  **  sufficient  notice  is  given  them,"  strike  out  the  remainder 
of  the  period,  and  insert,  **  and  the  preacher  in  chhrge  shall  pre- 
sent exact  minutes  of  the  evidence  and  proceedings  of  the  trial  to 
the  Quarterly  Conference,  from  which  minutes  the  case  shall 
finally  be  determined.'' 

Also,  in  Part  m,  chap,  vi,  item  6,  respecting  the  Book  Ageati^ 
page  202,  strike  out  all  of  the  second  period,  and  insert,  **  Thcj 
shall  also  pay  one  third  of  the  salaries  and  traveling  expenses  of  tha 
Bishops,  and  also  the  same  proportion  of  all  other  appropriations 
made  by  the  General  Conference,  unless  otherwise  oidered  by  said 
Conference." 

Also,  we  recom^mend  that  the  words,  **  nor  in  the  same  city  men 
than  four  years  in  succession,  nor  return  him  to  it  after  such  term 
of  service  till  he  shall  have  been  absent  four  years,"  be  struck  cut 
fh)m  ans.  3,  ques.  1,  sea  1,  chap,  iv,  Part  I,  page  41. 

Also,  we  recommend  the  insertion  of  the  following  ibr  sea  % 
chap.  V,  Part  1,  entitled,  "•  Of  the  Spirit  and  Truth  of  Singing." 

Quff.  How  shall  we  guard  against  formality  in  singing? 

Ans.  1.  Choose  such  hymns  as  are  proper  for  the  occasion,  and 
do  not  sing  too  much  at  once.  Seldom  more  than  four  or  five 
verses. 

2.  Let  the  tune  be  suited  to  the  sentiment,  and  do  not  suiTer  tiie 
people  to  sing  too  slow. 

8.  In  every  Society  let  due  attention  be  given  to  the  cultivation 
of  sacred  music. 

4.  If  you  cannot  sing  yourself,  let  one  or  two  be  chosen  in  each 
Society  to  lesd  the  singing. 

5.  As  singing  is  a  purt  of  Divine  worship  in  which  all  ougjht  to 
unite,  therefore  exhort  every  person  in  the  congregation  to  ting, 
not  one  in  ten  only. 

Also,  we  recommend  the  insertion  of  the  following  in  plaoe  of 
ans.  11,  ques.  1,  sec.  11,  chap,  iv,  Part  I,  page  59: 

"  To  report  at  each  quarterly  meeting  the  names  of  those  who 
have  been  received  into  the  Churoh  or  excluded  therefh>m  during 
the  quarter ;  also  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  received  or 
dismissed  by  certificate,  and  of  those  who  have  died  or  have  with- 
drawn from  our  Church  " 


Chance  of  DIs- 
olplnie. 
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The  Committee  on  Revisals  also  recommend  the  follofring  change 
in  the  Discipline.  Strike  out  the  16th  inquiiy,  under  ques.  5,  pegs 
36,  sec.  3,  and  instead   of  inquiry  13,  insert  the  following: 

What  is  the  number  of  Church  members? 

Number  of  deaths  the  past  year? 

Number  of  probationers  ? 

Number  of  local  preachers? 

Number  of  adults  baptized  the  past  yetr  ? 

Number  of  children  baptised  the  past  year? 

Number  of  churches  ? 

Their  probable  value? 

Number  of  parsonages  ? 

Their  probable  value  ? 

Amount  collected  for  superannuated  preachers? 

Amount  collected  for  the  Missionary  Society  ? 
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AnoimtoolleetedfartheTraotSooietj?  Jvm^MIi  : 

Amount  collected  for  the  American  Bible  Sodetj? 

Amount  collected  for  ike  Sundaj-SohooL  Union? 

Number  of  Sunday  schooU  ? 

Number  of  officers  and  teaehen? 

Number  of  scholars  ? 

Number  of  yolnmes  in  library  ? 

They  also  report  the  following  resolution : 

Retohed,  That  the  Book  Agents  be  directed  to  print  such  blank  Bhoilca. 
forms  as  may  be  prepared  by  the  Bishops  for  the  use  of  pastors 
■ad  presiding  elders,  and  for  the  use  of  the  secretaries  of  the 
Mvenl  annual  conferenees* 

The  committee  baring  considered  the  memorial  and  resolutions  ql^„^^  ^  j^^ 

referred  to  them  relating  to  circuit  stewards,  ^puSe. 

B^commend  that  the  answer  to  ques.  6,  sec  4,  chap,  iii,  Part  III,  J9&s  ttewtidi 

page  184,  be  amended,  bv  striking  out  the  word  $even  (7)  and  in-  i°g^        «f 

■erting  the  word  nint  (9).  ••'^^ 

The  following  resolution,  which  was  offered  some  days 
since  and  laid  on  the  table,  was  taken  up  and  adopted, 
namely: 

Betolved,  That  the  Discipline,  page  41,  chap,  ir,  be  so  altered  Ohsage  cf  IHi- 

that  when  a  trayeling  preacher  is  employed  as  ao  agent  of  a  State  iSif  ^m«  •». 

Bible  Society,  auxiliary  to  the  American  Bible  Society,  the  Bishop  ^otaCpraEdMn 

may  have  power  to  make  such  appointment  as  is  now  prorided  uwntu  of  Bute 

for  in  the  employment  of  agents  for  State  Colonization  Societies,  Bible BocMkAi 
Chaplains  to  State  Prisons,  and  in  the  army  and  navy. 

On  motion  of  S.  Van  Deusen,  the  order  of  business  was  B«port  of  the 

further  suspended  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Snod^ 

Sunday  Schools.  np^ 

The  report  was  taken  up,  and  Conference  prooeeded  to 
consider  its  several  items  in  their  order. 

The  first  question,  and  the  first,  second,  and  third  answers  Fint    , 

to  it,  were  severally  read  and  adopted.  rad,  Jld^thM 


The  fourth  answer  to  the  first  question  was  read,  and    ud  adopted. 
J.  M.  Reid  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  so  much  as  *'**'***• 
relates  to  the  duty  of  a  preacher  to  prepare  a  list  of  chil- 
dren, &c. 

H.  Bangs  moved  to  lay  the  answer  <hi  the  table;  but  the  k^iod  to  h^ 
motion  did  not  prevail. 

The  amendment  of  J.  M.  Beid  then  prevailed. 

A  motion  to  prolong  the  session  was  lost,  and  Conference 
adjourned  with  the  benediction  by  Bishop  Scott 


tb» 

the   t^le. 


A^joimiflMBt 
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*■•**'*  TuESDAT  Ammvooir. 

Conference  mei  pniMMuit  to  adjoonineBt;  BUiop  Seott 
in  theduur. 

The  usual  religious  serfioes  were  eoaduetod  bj  Willim 
C.  Smith,  of  the  Indisna  Confepenoe. 
The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  ^yprored. 
Jj.fisity«>      George  W.  Walker  asked  that  James  B.  Finlej,  a  dele- 
gate from  the  Cindnnati  Conference,  hare  leave  of  absenea 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session.    On  motion,  leave  was 
granted  aooordinglj. 
MnTjiiMMii      John  T.  Mitchell  presented  his  credentials  as  the  first 
reserve  del^;ate  trom  Cindnnati  Conference,  and  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  a  seat 
^SS^^mSl      ^  motion  of  James  Porter,  the  order  of  the  daj  was 
ttktn  op.         suspended  to  take  up  the  Report  oi  the  Committee  on  Tiials 
and  Appeals. 

The  report  was  taken  up,  and  the  item  providing  a  mode 
of  Trial  of  Traveling  Preachers  by  a  Committee  of  the  An- 
nual Conference,  was  read  and  adopted  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Trials  and  Appeals  beg  leave  to  report. 
That  they  have  carefully  considered  that  part  of  the  Bishops' 
CbMgtt  of  Dto-  Address  whieh  relates  to  the  trial  of  accused  traveling  ministers, 
t^^'Std^  and  in  accordance  with  their  snggestion,  they  reoommend  that  the 
Ml  Movwd  ^scipline  be  so  altered  (Part  I,  chap,  ix,  sec.  2,  page  94,  immedi- 
Trtreltac  ately  preceding  the  words  **  provided  nevertheless/'  &&}  ss  to  read, 

FNMbtf.  '^But  should  the  Gonflsrence  having  jurisdiction  in  any  of 

the  foregoing  cases,  judge  it  expedient  to  try  the  accused  by  a 
seleet  numbmr,  it  may  appoint  not  less  thsa  nine,  nor  more  than 
fifteen  of  its  members  for  that  purpose,  who,  in  the  presence  of  a 
bishop  or  a  chairman,  which  the  President  of  the  Conference  shall 
appoint,  and  one  or  more  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Conference, 
shall  have  AiU  power  to  consider  and  determine  the  case  according 
to  the  rules  which  govern  annual  conferences  in  such  proceed- 
ings, and  they  shall  make  a  fiuthftil  report  of  all  their  doings  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Conftrence  in  writing,  and  deliver  up  to  him 
the  bill  of  charges,  the  evidence  taken,  a3id  the  decision  rendersd, 
with  all  other  documents  brought  into  the  triaL" 

So  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  the  Laws  of  Evidence 
was  read  and  adopted  as  follows : 

B«poit  tvlatteff  The  oommittee  have  also  considered  that  part  of  the  BisliDpB'  Ad- 
SvidliMf ^^  dress  which  relates  to  the  laws  of  evidence,  and  bee  leave  to  re- 
jfivM«Da^  port  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  incorporate  into  the  Ducipline  any- 
thing fVirther  upon  this  sulject  The  laws  of  evidenoe  in  dvil  and 
criminal  jurisprudence  are  complicated,  and  often  inappropriate 
to  our  circumstances.  Having  no  authority  to  compel  the  attend- 
ance and  testimony  of  witnesses,  we  are  sometimes  obliged  to  rely 
chiefly  on  eridence  that  would  not  be  admitted  in  the  jurispr»> 
denoe  of  the  state.  These  facts,  taken  in  connection  with  the  in^ 
creasing  facilities  among  us  for  a  better  understanding  of  the  salh 
Ject,  fblly  justify  the  committee,  they  think,  in  the  ooaolusioa  at 
whioh  they  have  arrived. 
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So  mnch  of  the   report  as  relates  to  a  Conference  of    ^^um^iM 
Appeals  was  read  and  adopted  as  follows,  namely : 

That  pari  of  the  Bishops'  Address  which  relates  to  a  Conference 
of  Appeals,  has  glTsn  jonr  committee  great  emhanassment.  The 
plans  suggested,  together  with  seToral  others  had  under  considera* 
tion  at  the  Qeneral  Conference  of  1862,  hare  been  carefully  ex- 
amined. To  these  have  been  added  a  number  more,  oontaUiing 
elements  of  great  ezoellenoe.  But  after  oareftil  consideration  of 
the  whole  subject,  your  committee  entertain  serions  doubts  of  the 
pvoprie^  of  introducing  a  new  and  distinct  tribunal  into  our 
economy.  Arrange  it  as  we  may,  it  will  inroWe  many  inoonyen- 
iences,  and  much  expense,  besides  beine  liable  to  Tarious  miscon- 
structions. Our  present  system  is  simple  and  unobtruslye.  With- 
out a  parade  of  forms  and  high-sounding  titles,  it  secures  the 
rights  of  all  our  members  in  an  eminent  degree,  while  at  the  same 
time  it  protects  the  Church  against  the  influence  of  unworthy 
members. 

Tour  committee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  report,  that,  in  their 
judgment,  it  is  inexpedient  for  this  General  Conference  to  provide 
for  a  Delegated  Annual  or  Biennial  Conference  of  Appeals,  and  to 
relieve  the  difficulties  which  call  loudest  for  some  change,  they 
recommend  that  the  following  paragraph  be  appended  to  section 
2,  of  Part  I,  of  the  Discipline,  entitled,  *'0f  the  General  Confer- 
ence,'' namely : 

**  The  General  Conference  may  tiy  appeals  from  members  of  An-  Obtura  of  Dli- 
nual  Conferences  who  may  hare  been  censured,  suspended,  ex-    ^'^'^i^S 
polled,  or  located  without  their  consent  by  a  committee  embracing    ^  Trytag  Ap- 
not  less  than  fifteen  of  its  members,  nor  more  than  one  member     peals, 
firom  each  delegation,  who,  in  the  presence  of  a  bishop  presiding, 
and  one  or  more  of  the  seoretaries  of  the  Conference  Keeping  a 
faithful  record  of  all  the  proceedings  had,  shall  have  taU  power  to 
liear  and  determine  the  case,  suljeot  to. the  rules  and  regulations 
which  govern  the  said  Conference  in  such  proceedings ;  and  the 
records  made  and  the  papers  submitted  in  such  trials  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Conference,  and  be  filed  and  preserved  with  the 
papers  of  that  body.'' 

George  Peck,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern,  submitted  the  following  report,  and  it  was  adopted, 
namely : 

Tbe  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  beg  leave  fterthor  to  report,  ^^f^^S!IS?T 
that  there  have  been  various  applications  fh>m  individuals  ask-    ^^^£ 
ing  relief.    The  committee  recommend  the  following: 

Reiolvtd,  That  we  recommend  these  persons  to  apply  to  the 
Book  Agents  at  New-York  and  Cindnnati,  who  are  anthorixed  to 
settle  such  claims. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern 
further  reported  in  relation  to  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Ad- 
vocate as  fdlows,  and  the  report  was  adopted,  namely  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  to  whom  was  referred  the  BepaiteMiotra- 

Quadrennial  Report  of  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pittsburgh  ^^  ^*  ^^^ 

Christian  Advocate,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  as  its  finan-  ^fiinSSr 

Oial  condition.  '^"^ 
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Office  ftirniture $616  50  . 

Due  from  sandrles 790  21 

Bills  receWable 1,T35  00 

Cash  In  hand 1.792  00 

4,888  71 


Dae  to  sandries ^ 1.225  84 

Bills  payable 1,466  92 

2,692  86 

Balance  in  favor  of  Adrooate,  |2,U1  45 

There  has  been  a  gradual  improYement  in  the  financial  condition 
of  the  paper  during  the  term  since  the  last  General  Conference  op 
to  June  Ist,  1856. 

The  old  debts  remaining  after  jonr  last  session  have  all  been 
paid,  and  the  expenses  of  pnblication  have  been  promptly  met  as 
they  aoomed. 

We  therefore  report  the  paper  as  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  through  its  chair- 
man, reported  further,  in  relation  to  alleged  errors  in  the 
reports  of  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York,  concerning  the 
Quarterly  Review,  National  Magazine,  and  Sunday  School 
Advocate ;  and  the  report  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

[For  full  Report,  see  Appendix  HH.] 
Bflport  on  tbe       On  motion  of  J.  Floy,  the  regular  order  was  suspended 
uScIra  up!^**^  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Tract  Cause. 
The  report  was  taken  up,  and  the  Revised  Constitution  was 
Scad  In   Mrt  ""^^  '"  P**^  when,  on  motion  of  William  A.  Wilmer,  the 
•adUd  on  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  92  to  67. 
Report  of  Oom-       ^'  Griffith,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  prepare  a  Pa»- 
^TldiSr  *®™'  Address,  submitted  the  report  of  the  committee.    It 
was  read,  and  on  motion  of  W.  Reddy,  it  was  amended  bj 
striking  out  the  phrase  **co-workei«  with  God,"  and  ineeri- 
BtfKMtamendad  '°^'  instead  thereof,  "workers  together  with  him,**  and  tiia 
■ad  adopted,     report  as  amended  was  adopted. 

[For  Pastoral  Address,  see  Appendix  11.] 
AddiiM  to  be      ^^  motion  of  J.  M*Clintock,  it  was  ordered  that  the  Pm- 
^unhnom  *^™^  Address  be  printed  in  all  our  Church  papers. 
^^  F.  Hodgson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was 

^^w3  referred  the  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund, 
presented  a  report ;  and  on  motion  it  was  adopted  aa  fol- 
lows, namely : 

The  oommittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  TmsteM 
of  the  Chartered  Fund  beg  leave  to  report,  that  from  the  dooumeat 
tnbmitted  to  them  It  appears  that  in  1854,  under  a  deeree  of  tlia 
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Bafnrenie  Coart  of  the  United  States,  mi  amioable  diTision  of  said  ^vne  ^Iflii 
tand  was  made  with  the  Methodist  Episoopal  Church,  South.  Its 
net  Taluation  at  that  time  was  $88,324  81.  The  diyision  was 
made  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  preacher  in  the  Churches 
respectiYely.  The  amount  paid  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
Methodist  Episoopal  Church,  South,  is  |17,051  05,  leaving  a  balance 
of  $21,273  26.  It  is  expected  that  this  sum  will  be  increased  in  a 
short  time  by  a  due  proportion  of  the  sum  of  $6,000,  now  in 
litigation,  and  to  be  divided,  when  obtained,  between  the  two 
ehurches. 

Your  committee  having  duly  considered  the  whole  subject, 
recommend  to  the  Oeneral  Conference  the  following  resolutions, 
namely : 

1.  Re$olvedf  That  the  General  Conformoe  has  entire  confidence 
in  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund, 
and  approves  of  their  administration  of  their  trust  during  the  last 
four  years. 

2.  RtMolved,  That  the  General  Conference  especially  approves  of 
the  amicable  division  of  the  Chartered  Fund  with  the  Methodist 
Episoopal  Church,  South,  and  the  principles  upon  which  it  waa 
effeoteil. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  leaves  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Trustees  the  question,  whether  the  Fund  committed  to 
their  care  can  be  safely  invested  in  those  states  which  allow 
higher  rates  of  interest  Uian  are  lawful  in  Pennsylvania. 

4.  Betolved,  That  the  General  Conference  confirm  the  election  of 
Brothers  Colson  Hieskell  and  T.  K.  Collins  as  Trustees  of  this 
Fund. 

5.  Retolvedf  That  the  thanks  of  the  General  Conference  be  ten- 
dered to  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund  for  the  wisdom  and 
faithfulness  with  which  they  have  discharged  their  duty. 

6.  Reeolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  send  a  copy  of 
the  foregoing  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund. 

John  M'Ointock  presented  a  series  of  resolutions  relating  Bcaointioiit  x«. 

to  the  interests  of  the  Tract  Cause,  and  to  the  price  of  the  iStmtsorS! 

Christian  Advooaie  and  Journal,  J^    ^^"^ 

The  first  resolution  was  adopted. 

W.  Graham  moved  to  amend  the  second  TCSolntion  by  AmeDdnMot 

inserting  the  words  "and  they,"  between  the  woids  "he"  ^"^'^^"^ 
and  "  may,"  in  the  phrase  "  as  he  may  deem  necessary." 

John  A.  ColKns  moved  as  a  substitute,  that  the  Confei^  BuhttftatocAr- 

ence  now  proceed  to  elect  a  Tract  Secretary.  ^ 

On  motion  of  Isaac  Parks,  the  substitute  was  laid  on  the  i^dd  w  the  t»* 

table.  "•• 

John  A.  Collins  moved  to  lay  both  the  amendment  and  UMoa  to  i^ 

TeBoluti<Hi  on  the  teble;  but  the  motion  was  lost    The  !£Si*^^ 

amendment  prevailed;  and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  j^J*****"^ 
adopted.    The  third  resolution  was  adopted* 

The  resolutions  as  adopted  are  in  words  followmg,  to 
wit: 

Ww^That  it  U  not  expected  of  the  Corresponding  SecretSr  "SKi iSSZ 
jyof  the  Traot  Sodety  to  devote  moio  time  to  >isitin|  Anniud    SSSSSl^ 


IH 
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AgcBis  antbor- 
fsedtoincrMM 
tbeprleeoftbe 
ChiMflift  Ad- 
Toette  Mid 
JonriML 

Biahopt  and 
flaeritTjr      to 


J.     T.    Pcek'k 
mofloff  6XpeB- 

toUpaU. 


CoiifeKiioes  tkftn  m%j  be  OMnpirtibie  vitk  Us  i 
itor. 

Raohed,  Thet  the  Boeid  of  Mau^en  of  the  Trad  Sodetr  be 
directed  to  provide  for  the  office  of  the  CorrespoBdivg  SecreUiy 
each  aesietanee  as  be  and  they  may  dee»  Beeeseary  to  carry  iata 
effect  the  ol^ects  contemplated  in  his  appmntment^ 

Remlved,  That  the  Book  Agento  at  New-Tork  be  anthoriied  Is 
increase  the  price  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Jonmal,  so  as  to 
afford  a  larger  ootlay  upon  ito  conespondoce,  &c^  acoonUBg  to 
their  discretbn. 

On  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  Conference  directed  that  the 
Replies  to  communications  from  abroad,  the  Pastoral  Ad- 
dress, and  the  Address  to  the  Church  on  the  subject  of  Mis- 
sions, be  signed  by  the  Bishops,  and  counteraigned  by  the 
Secretary. 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  following  ruolntion 
was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences 
in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  Book  Agento  at  New- 
Tork  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  instructed  to  pay  to  Jesse  T.  Peck  his 
moTing  expenses  from  New-York  to  the  appointment  which  shall 
be  giTen  him  in  the  regular  work,  and  to  pay  his  salsj^  n^  to 
the  time  assigned  by  the  Bishop  for  his  entering  upon  su(m  work, 
not  extending  beyond  the  month  of  June. 

Thomas  Carlton  presented  the  following  i^)ort,  and  it 
was  adopted,  namely : 

Beport  rdatlo|  The  Committee  appointed  on  the  Beqnest  of  Noble  Melnn, 
^  w^kHSt  I  deoeased,  report  the  following  resolution  for  adoption : 
^•-^  M«i-  Resolved,  That  the  money  bequeathed  to  the  "  General  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  be  applied  to  the  circulation 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,"  be  paid  to  the  Book  Agento  at  New-Tork, 
and  that  they  be  instructed,  in  consideration  thereof,  to  ftimish 
to  the  Sunday-School  Union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
2,861  roan  embossed,  gilt,  and  1,718  roan,  tuck,  ^It  Testaments, 
to  be  distributed  by  the  said  Union  as  presento  among  the  yarioos 
Sabbath  schools  in  the  destitute  portions  of  the  work. 

On  motion  of  W.  Hamilton,  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  Missions  was  taken  up,  and  so  much  of  the  report  as 
relates  to  the  Scandinarian  Missions  was  read  and  iid<^>ted 
as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leate  to  report  fbrther : 
We  recommend  that  the  Scandinavian  Missions  be  made  a  ^fttneft 
Missionary  work  upon  the  same  plan  as  our  G«nnaa  Missions; 
that  is,  to  be  formed  into  a  District  or  Districto ;  and  if  there  be 
two  Districto  formed,  the  first  District  shall  be  attached  to  th« 
Wisconsin  Conference,  and  the  second  to  the  Peoria  Conlhraaoa. 

The  Revised  Constitution  of  the  Missionaiy  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  suggested  by  the  Parent 
Board,  which  was  presented  heretofore,  was  taken  up. 
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Pending  its  oonsideration,  the  Idth  sectioii  was  amended 
90  as  to  make  the  Contingent  Fund  1 10,000  instead  of 
$6,000,  and  the  Revised  Constitution,  as  amended,  was 
adopted. 

[For  Revised  Constitution,  see  Appendix  JJ.] 

On  motion  of  John  P.  Durbin,  so  much  of  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Missions  as  relates  to  a  Missionary  Seminary 
was  referred  to  the  Missionary  Board  at  New- York,  with 
instructions  that  any  measure  the  said  Board  may  take  in 
the  premises  be  conformed  strictly  to  the  spirit  of  the  proviso 
with  which  the  report  concludes. 

On  motion  of  D.  W.  Clark,  seconded  by  J.  P.  Durbin, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

Re$olved^  That  the  following  principles  shall  regolate  the  ad- 
ministration in  relation  to  Missionary  Bishops  daring  the  ooming 
four  years,  namely : 

1.  A  Missionary  Bishop  shall  reside  (with  his  family,  if  he  have 
one)  in  the  particular  mission  field  assigned  him,  and  he  shall 
perform  all  the  duties  of  a  Bishop  in  said  district,  to  which  his 
junsdiotion  shall  he  exclusiyely  limited. 

2.  Should  he  cease  to  reside  in  said  mission  field,  he  shall  exer- 
cise no  episcopal  powers,  and  shall  become  a  member  of  the  annual 
'eonftrence  from  which  he  was  elected. 

8.  His  amenability  shall  be  as  in  the  case  of  other  bishops,  ex- 
cept that  the  testimony  taken  before  the  Inyestigating  Committee 
shall  be  in  writing,  and  upon  this  testimony,  and  upon  such  father 
testlmonj  as  may  be  taken  prior  to  the  session  of  the  Greneral 
Conference,  on  proper  notification  of  the  parties,  shall  the  case  be 
determined  by  the  General  Conference. 

4.  The  support  of  a  Missionary  Bishop  while  in  his  work,  or  in 
case  of  failure  of  health,  and  the  provision  for  his  family  in  ease 
of  death,  shall  be  furnished  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  case  of 
other  missionaries. 

W.  C.  Hoyt,  seconded  by  M.  D'C.  Crawford,  moved  the 
following  resolutions,  and  they  were  adopted  unanimously  by 
a  rising  vote,  namely : 

Ruohed,  That  this  General  Conference,  on  behalf  of  the  whole 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  tender  their  thanks,  through  His 
Excellency  Governor  Wright,  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  for  the  liberal 
provisions  which  have  been  made  in  the  Capitol  Buildings  for  the 
sittings  of  the  Conference ;  and  also  their  thanks  to  Governor  Wright 
for  his  personal  attention  and  courtesy  to  us  as  a  body. 

2.  Jluolvtd,  That  we  hereby  tender  our  acknowledgments  to  the 
Citiiens  of  IndUanapolis  and  vicinity  for  their  generous  hospitality 
extended  to  us  so  freely  during  our  sojourn  among  them. 

3.  Rttolvtd^  That  our  obligations  are  due  to  our  indefatigable 
and  obliging  Secretary  and  his  able  Assistants,  for  the  faithful 
manner  in  which  they  have  performed  their  onerous  duties. 

4.  Re$olvedf  That  we  highly  appreciate  the  generosity  of  those 
Railroad  Companies  who  have  passed  our  preachers  free  to  and 
ft^m  their  appointments  during  our  session,  and  for  their  gener- 
ous reduction  of  fare  to  persons  ooming  and  going  from  the  ses- 
sions of  this  body. 

12 


Jane  8,  ISMi 


OonstltQtioii 
adopted. 


Bepoit  relatliif 
toaMtwrionary 
8«miiuirr  rt- 
ferred  to  Mis- 
sionary Board. 


Thanks  to  tba 
Bteto    or    In- 


Thanks  to  the 
Citizens  of  In- 
dlanapoUa. 

Thanks  to  tha 
Saoretarles. 


Thanks  to  tha 
BallnMd  Com- 
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B«Mlntioitt    4 
bepnbUdied. 


JvMfl^  UML        5.  JZcfofofd,  That  a  oopj  of  the  above  be  ftmiahed  fbr  pvlille^ 
to  tion  to  each  of  the  newspapers  published  in  this  city. 


On  motioii  of  W.  Roberts,  the  preamble  and  reeolutkn 
relating  to  the  appointment  of  Members  of  the  Oeneral 
Mission  Ck>mmittee  on  the  Pacific  coast  were  taken  np  and 
adopted,  as  follows : 

IgmtaB  ortha       Whereoi  the  oonferenoes  on  the  Pacific  coast  are  too  fkr  removed 

j^^'^^y,,^^  from  the  Atlantic  States  to  allow  of  a  personal  representation  in 

tee  on  the  P*-   the  General  Mission  Committee  without  inTolTing  great  expense: 

dile  oowt         and  whereas  the  domestic  missionary  work  in  these  conferences 

is  constantly  changing  and  requiring  modification  in  its  general 

arrangement,  and  needs  special  representation  in  the  said  Misdon- 

ary  Committee ;  therefore, 

Reiolved^  That,  in  the  appointment  of  the  Oeneral  Mxssionaiy 
Committee,  the  Bishop  be  directed  to  constitute  corresponding 
members  of  the  said  committee  for  the  Oregon  and  CiJifomia 
Conferences,  respectively,  who  shall  have  a  corresponding  relation 
to  ssid  committee,  and  tkaU  U  aUowtd  to  voU  by  proxy  m  iu  ^nmai 
meetmgMf  on  all  sul^ects  relating  to  domestic  missions  on  the 
Padfio  ooast 

J.  8.  Porter  presented  a  fiscal  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Expenses  of  Delegates,  and  it  was  adopted. 

[See  Appendix  EK] 

On  motion  Confer^ce  agreed  to  proceed  with  the  elec- 
tions. 
M««toDtorttooii-       W.  H.  Brockway  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 

aider  the  totlMi 

relating      to  the  Conference  ordered  nominations  for  candidates  to  be 

persona  to  be  Yoted  for  as  delegates  to  the  Canada  and  British  Wealeyan 

deiegatee,  te."*  Conferences. 
i^r    reoon;       H.  Baoffs  moYcd  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  ou  the 

aldered  and  laid  ^  '^ 

on  the  table,  table,  but  the  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  76  to  01,  and  the 
motion  to  reconsider  prevailed ;  and  the  whole  matter  in  re- 
lation to  the  nominations  by  committee  was  laid  on  the  table. 

''Jg^  »J2JJ^  On  motion  Conference  resolved,  that  in  the  elections  it 
shall  reqmre  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  to  elect 

Fallot  ibr  dele-       A  ballot  was  cast  for  two  delegates  to  attend  the  British 

gatea   to    the  ^ 

BrMah  Oanfer-  Wcsleyan  Conference  in  1867,  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretaiy 

retired. 
iMagrtaeortfae      On  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  the  Committee  on  Ezpeoaea 
to  of  Delegates  were  directed  to  pay  back  to  the  delegaticm  of 
the  Providence  Conference  the  sum  of  t25. 
Beport  reiathig       Norval  Wilson,  Chainnan  of  the  Committee  on  Itineraney, 
•Laid '  on    the  submitted  a  report  in  relation  to  B.  Williams.    It  waa,  on 


motion,  laid  on  the  table. 
toiSe  a^?       He  also  submitted  a  further  report  in  relation  to  the 


Qeneaee  Oon-  ^f  y^^  QeQ^see  Conference,  as  set  forth  in  its  Joimal ;  and,  en 


Jcumal  of  the  Oeneral  Chnfsrmoe^  186((.  179 

motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table.    The  Tellers  came  into  /*«*«iM>fc 

Liid    on    tiM 
Conference,  and  before  the  result  of  the  ballot  was  announced,    taUe^ 

on  motion  of  J.  H.  Perry,  the  following  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed, namely : 

lUtolvedt  That  should  there  be  no  election  on  the  present  ballot,  b«mIiiUoii    le- 

all  the  names  except  the  fonr  highest  shall  be  dropped  in  the  ^"Sfiin^"'^ 

next  balloting.    Should  one  delegate  be  elected,  all  the  names  bat  <^  ^"^^ 
those  of  the  two  highest  shall  be  dropped  at  the  next  ballot 

The  chairman  announced  the  result  of  the  first  ballot  as 
fi>llows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  183  :  necessary  to  a  choice,  ^JJ*  ^  ^^ 
92.    Bishop  Simpson  received  122;  John  M^Cliniock,  73  ; 
M.  Raymond,  66 ;  George  Peck,  84 ;  remainder  scattering. 

Bishop  Simpson,  having  received  a  majority  of  all  the  biiImp  SimpMn 
votes  cast,  was  declared  duly  elected.  •lected. 

On  motion  of  P.  Coombe,  Conference  agreed  to  meet  at  EY«Diiif  uoa^mk 
8  o'clock  this  evening* 

The  second  ballot  was  cast,  and  the  Tellen  retired.  8«e<md  bdiot 

A  communication  was  reoeitedirom  L.  D.  Harlan,  request-  L.  d.  Hniaii  n- 
ing  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  his  trial  before  the  Cincinnati    ?  oerttdn^p^ 
Conference,  and  also  before  the  committee  at  Dayton*   On  mo-    rSmd'toUM 
tion,  the  memorialist  was  referred  to  the  Cincinnati  Confer-    ooi££«nM. 
ence,  which,  by  the  vote  of  this  Conference,  has  all  the  papers 
relating  to  this  case  in  its  possession. 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry  made  by  P.  S.  Bennett,  it  was  J.  M.  Snow^ 
resolved  that  the  case  of  J.  M.  Snow,  which  was  remanded    Wcrt^ 
to  the  Wisconsin  Conference  before  the  division  of  said  con- 
ference for  a  new  trial,  shall  now  be  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  West  Wisconsin  Conference. 

On  motion  of  L.  Hitchcock,  seconded  by  H.  Crews,  the 
Mowing  resolution  was  adopted : 


JUtohed,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be,  and  they  are ^- 

herebj^^athorixed  and  instrncted  to  porchaee  real^  estate  in_the    ^j^^^  ^ 


oitj  of  Chicago,  suitable  for  the  ereetion  of  a  Book  Room  and  Pnb-    ^  ertsto  1a 
Ushing  Hoose  for  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Choroh,  so  soon  as    Ghioago. 
they  may  be  able,  without  endangering  the  interests  of  the  Book 
Qpncern  at  Oinehinati. 

The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  from  the  result  it  ^^  ^£Stl 

appeared  that  John  ITClintock  was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  ^^J^^j^^ 

British  Conference.  met, 

A  ballot  was  cast  for  three  delegates  to  the  Canada  Con-  ^^aSSmZ 

ference,  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary  retired.  S'S/ oSSSS 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  Bishop  Baker. 


IM  Jmtmal  iif  IA#  Ottmol  Oot^wma,  I860. 

TmBBDAT  Rmmro. 

Conlerence  met  pumunt  to  adjonmiiMnt ;  Biabop  Simp- 
son in  the  chair. 

The  luual  religious  serrices  were  oondncted  by  Wilfiam 
Tonng,  of  the  Cincinnati  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  afternoon  was  read  and  i^proTed. 

On  motion  of  C.  W.  Rnter,  seconded  bj  William  Cooper, 
the  Mowing  resolutions  were  adopted : 

BjMtailM     or      L  JUtolved  hj  the  delegates  of  the  seTeral  Animal  Conftrenecs 

Ojj^to  ttM  Jq  General  OonfeTenoe  assembled.  That  the  thanks  of  this  Conftr- 

^^^  enee  are  justly  due,  and  are  herebj  tendered,  to  our  beloTed  Snpe^ 

intendentfl  for  the  able,  patient,  and  impartial  manner  in  whidk 

they  haTe  presided  OTer  the  deliberations  of  this  body  during  its 

protracted  session. 
Tht^  to  tlie     2.  ReBolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Conference  are  herein  tendered 
tt^oTtn.  (0  onr  able  Reporter,  W.  P.  Strickland,  for  the  fidthfol  manner  in 

which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office  daring  the  sesnon 

of  this  Conference. 

On  motion  of  J.  8.  Porter,  the  Committee  on  Expenses  of 
Delegates  had  leave  to  amend  thdr  report  as  follows,  namely : 

Boport  OD  Ez-      ^0  Committee  on  Expenses  of  the  Delegates  beg  leare  to 

pooMt  of  Del-  amend  their  first  report : 

MBtot  amond-  xhe  whole  amount  of  deficiency  being  asoertsined  to  be  three 
thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars  ten  cents,  (tS,i6l  10.) 
for  which  the  Chairman,  by  a  former  action  of  the  Conference, 
was  authorized  to  draw  on  the  Book  Agents  at  New-York  and  Cin- 
cinnati. 

The  Tellers  came  into  Conference  with  the  result  of  the 
ballot  for  three  delegates  to  the  Canada  Conferenoe.  Before 
the  result  of  the  ballot  was  declared,  on  motion  of  W.  L. 
Harris,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

BMolatlonmak-  Resolved,  That  if  it  shall  appear  that  three  delegates  are  not 

log  the  three  chosen  by  hsTing  seyerally  recelTsd  a  minority  of  all  the  Totes 

reoelrlng    the  oast,  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  three  haying  reoeiTed  tiie  highest 

b?Xot^°£e  n^ber  of  Totes  shall  be  declared  duly  elected, 
delegate*. 

The  chair  announced  the  result  of  the  ballot  as  follows : 
IL    Bsyraond,       Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  175.    Minor  Raymond  re- 
iHon,  uid^il  ceired  81 ;  William  Hamilton,  64 ;  and  L.  W.  Berry,  49 ; 
^.Benyeieot-  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  declared  duly  elected  in  punuanoe  of  the 

foregoing  resolution. 
Bsj^  oa  Ida-      On  motion  of  E.  Thomson,  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
sadidopted.^^  on  Education  was  taken  up. 

The  following  resolutions,  contained  in  the  report^ 
severally  read  and  adopted  as  follows,  namely: 


Journal  of  the  Oeneral  Ooi^<nrene$y  1856. 


181 


L  Rtwohtd,  That  our  InttiiHtions  of  learning  be  requested  to  be 
more  prompt  and  full  in  reporting  their  condition  to  the  General 
Conference. 

a.  EtMolvid,  That  the  attention  of  the  Book  Agents  be  called  to 
this  report 

8.  Ruolvtd,  That  onr  Seminaries  of  learning  be  commended  to 
the  prayers  of  the  Charoh,  and  that  the  Annual  Concert  of  prayer 
for  Colleges  be  observed  in  all  our  congregations. 

4.  Ruolvedt  That  the  seTeral  Annual  (>>nferences  be  directed 
to  discourage  the  Author  multiplication  of  Methodist  Colleges,  and 
other  Seminaries  of  learning,  unless  when  additional  schools  may 
be  imperatively  required  for  the  education  of  the  youth  of  our 
Church,  and  unless  these  schools  may  be  maintained  without  ma- 
terially diminishing  the  patronage  and  efficiency  of  existing  in- 
stitutions. 

6.  JRe$olvedt  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  Conference,  no  insti- 
tution should  hereafter  be  receiyed  as  a  college  under  the  patron- 
.  age  of  our  Church,  until  it  shall  have  secured  an  endowment  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

6.  Reiolved,  That  preachers  appointed  by  our  Bishops  to  our 
institutions  of  learning,  shall  not  be  deemed  ineligible  to  full  conneo- 
tion  in  our  Annual  Conferences,  if  otherwise  qusMed ;  and  that  the 
Discipline  be  conformed  to  this  principle. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  sixth  resolution,  W.  A. 
Wilmer  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table ;  but  the  motion  was 
lost 

The  report  was  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.    [For  Report,  see  Appendix  LL.] 

John  P.  Durbin,  Chairman  of  the  special  committee  to 
prepare  a  Reply  to  the  Address  of  the  British  Wesleyan 
Conference,  submitted  the  report  of  the  committee.  It  was 
read,  amended,  and  adopted. 

[For  Reply,  see  Appendix  C] 

A  Reply  to  the  Congregational  Union  of  England  and 
Wales  was  presented  by  John  Eennaday,  and  adopted. 

[For  Reply,  see  Appendix  K] 

Calvin  Eingsley,  Chairman  of  the  select  committee  to 
prepare  a  Reply  to  the  Address  of  the  Canada  Wesleyan 
Conference,  submitted  a  report,  and  it  was  adopted. 

[For  Reply,  see  Appendix  E.] 

Peter  Cartwright,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  nomi- 
nate a  Book  Committee  for  the  Western  Book  Concern,  re- 
ported as  follows : 

1.  JoHK  T.  MncHXLL,  of  the  (^dnnati  Conference. 

2.  Edwabd  Thomson,  of  the  North  Ohio  Conferenoe. 
8.  James  M.  Jamison,  of  the  Ohio  Conference. 

4.  F.  C.  HoLLiDAT,  of  the  Southeastern  Indiana  Conference. 
6.  W.  H.  CoLUNS,  of  the  Detroit  Conference. 

6.  W.  C.  Smith,  of  the  Indiana  Conference. 

7.  PKTxa  Cabtwbxgbt,  of  the  Illinois  Conference. 

P.  S.  Bennett  moved  to  amend  the  report  by  striking  out 
ihe  kst  name  in  the  list,  and  inserting  that  of  Luke  Hitch- 
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JaBe8»i8M.     Qo^k,    ^  motioii  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table  was 

M<ytloii    to  l»y   ,     ^  ,  ^      * « ^  ^     k  ^ 

on  the  ubie.     lost  by  a  vote  of  64  to  74. 

Batetitato  pro-      Joseph  Brooks  moved  as  a  rabetitnte  for  the  amendment 
ilSid^'on    tbo  to  Strike  out  the  name  of  F.  C.  Holliday,  and  insert  that  of 
*•"••  L.  Hitchcock. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Brouse,  the  substitute  was  laid  on  the 
table  by  a  vote  of  76  to  62. 
Babstitato  pto-       H.  Buck  moved  as  a  substitute  for  the  amendment  to 
Laid    on    tbo  Strike  out  the  name  of  W.  H.  Collins,  and  insert  that  of  L. 
Hitchcock,  but  this  substitute  was  also  laid  on  the  table,  and 
Amendment      on  vote  the  amendment  offered  by  P.  S.  Bennett  was  lost 
by  a  vote  of  75  to  75.    The  report  of  the  committee  was 
then  adopted. 
BqMMt  v^iatiDff      William  Griffin,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Be- 
juDcs  °Bou^  quest  of  James  Bourdet,  presented  a  report,  and  the  reso- 
lutions which  it  contained  were  adopted  as  follows,  namely: 

1.  lUtolved,  That  Solomon  Fisk,  of  Chaiy,  New-York,  and  L 
Clark,  of  Plattsburgh,  New-Tork,  be  and  they  hereby  are  ap- 
pointed commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  to  settle  with  the  executor  or  executors  of  the  aforesaid 
estate. 

2.  Riiohed,  That  they  pay  oTer  the  money  remaining  la  their 
hands,  after  def^raying  all  necessary  expenses,  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing, namely ; 

FItc  hundred  dollars  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Epiaoopal 
Church  in  Chazy,  New-Tork,  and  the  balance,  be  the  same  mors 
or  less,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Meth- 
odist ^isoopal  'Church. 

The  report  as  a  whole  waa  adopted. 
[For  full  Report,  see  Appendix  MM.] 
Bontaiatioiitfbr      Phineas  Rice,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  nominate  a 
mittee  at  New^  Book  Committee  for  New- York,  reported,  and  the  report  waa 
^  adopted  as  follows,  namely : 

Book  ConmiH-  The  committee  appointed  to  nominate  the  Book  Coamdtteo  fbr 
te»  at  New-  the  Book  Concern  at  New-Tork,  beg  leaTe  to  report  the  foUowing 
ToriE. 


1.  BaNJAWN  GaiFTBir,  New-Tork  Conference. 

2.  Isaac  Pabxs,  Oneida  Conference. 

8.  Thomas  J.  Thompson,  Philadelphia  Conference. 

4.  Chablis  B.  Tipfbtt,  Baltimore  Conftrence. 

5.  Zbbulon  Phillips,  Troy  Conference. 

6.  John  M'Clditoox,  New-Jersey  Conference. 

7.  BicBAED  S.  Bust,  New-Hampshire  Conferenoa. 

John  P.  Durbin  moved  to  take  up  the  Report  on  die 
Metropolitan  Qiurch. 
^SSTitanS^      J.  A.  Collins  moved  as  a  suhetitiite,  that  the  Report  of 
^«njKp  and  ^^  Committee  on  Colored  Memben  be  taken  up.    The 
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tabetitute  was  acoepted,  and  the  motion  prevailed;  and  the     Jom^isbi 
report  was  read  and  adopted  as  follows,  namely  : 

The  oommittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorials  of  colored  Cham  of  Olt- 
members  within  the  bounds  of  the  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and    ^P^^- 
New-Jersey  Conferences,  after  due  oonsideration,  report  the  follow- 
ing for  the  adoption  of  the  Conference,  and  recommend  that  it  be 
inserted  in  the  Discipline  as  a  distinct  chapter,  entitled : 

Ghaptkb  YIIL— Of  th*  RighU  and  Prwilegei  of  owr  Colored 
Membert. 

1.  Our  colored  preachers  and  official  members  shall  haye  all  the  Oolortd   aim* 
priTileges  which  are  usual  to  others  in  quarterly  conferences,     hen. 
where  the  usages  of  the  country  do  not  forbid  it    And  the  pre- 
siding elder  may  hold  for  them  a  separate  quarterly  conference, 

when  in  his  judgment  it  shall  be  expedient. 

2.  The  bishop  or  presiding  elder  maj  employ  colored  preachers 
to  travel  and  preach,  when  their  services  are  judged  necessary. 
Provided,  that  no  one  shall  be  so  employed  without  having  been 
recommended  by  a  quarterly  conference. 

8.  The  Bishops  may  call  a  conference  once  in  each  year  of  our 
colored  local  preachers,  within  the  bounds  of  any  one  or  more  of 
our  districts,  for  the  purpose  of  oonferring  with  them  with  respect 
to  the  wants  of  the  work  among  our  colored  people,  and  the  best 
means  to  be  employed  in  promoting  its  prosperity;  at  which 
conference,  the  presiding  elder  within  whose  district,  and  under 
whose  care,  the  colored  churches  and  congregations  are,  shall 
be  present  Provided,  that  the  holding  or  said  conference  or 
conferences  shall  be  recommended  by  an  annual  conference,  and 
the  Bishops,  upon  due  inquiiy,  shall  deem  it  practicable  and  ex- 
pedient 


On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  Conference  proceeded  to  fix  the  N«xti 
place  of  its  next  session. 

Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  BufGeilo,  were  severally  nom-  Philadelphia, 
inated  and  represented.    After  which  it  was  agreed  to  vote    Baiiuo, 


on  the  places  named  in  their  order,  and  that  the  place  re- 
ceiving the  highest  number  of  votes,  provided  it  receive  a 
majority  of  the  votes  of  those  present  and  voting,  shall  be 
the  place. 

The  votes  were  then  taken,  and  Philadelphia  received  86 
votes,  Baltimore  27,  and  Buffalo  108 ;  whereupon  the  chair 
announced  that  BuffiEdo  was  chosen  as  the  place  of  the  next  BnflUoc 
session  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

A  communication  from  Leroj  Swonnstedt  was  received,  \^^ 
requesting  the  General  Conference  to  allow  him  eight  hund-  ^  additionlo 
red  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  allowance  for  the  past  four  the  put  Srar 
years  made  him  by  the  Bstimating  Committee;  and,  on  *'"' 
motion,  his  request  was  granted. 

J.  P.  Durbin  stated  that  there  were  doubts  on  the  minda 
of  some  members  of  this  body  in  reference  to  the  eonstitu- 


%!oiitim  ^^^  politan  Church  was  taken  up  and  adopted  as  reported, 
-MoSSd;  t^^®  pages  57,  5  &  of  this  Journal.] 
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June  8, 18M.     tionalitv  of  the  mode  prescribed  for  electinir  a  MissiomuT 

Modepreecribed   ^,  ,       \,       .  » .         »,  «  -      ,     ,      ,  , 

for  electing  a  Bishop  for  Amca.  To  remove  aJl  room  for  doubt,  he  moved 
Airio^  oonsid-  a  suspension  of  the  rule  requiring  that  any  proposition  to 
QnoonsSta"^^  change  the  Discipline  lie  on  the  table  for  at  least  one  day 
BcSe^Qspended  before  action  be  had  thereon,  in  order  to  introduce  a  change 
Sisdp^SS  "**  ^^  ^®  Discipline  fully  meeting  the  case.    The  motion  to 

suspend  the  rule  prevailed,  and  the  following  resolution  was 

adopted,  namely : 

Quuige  of  Dte-  Reiolved,  That  the  irorda  following  be  inserted  in  the  Discipline, 

«JP^  Conf  ®^*P*  *^*  "^  ^»  **  *^®  ®^**  ^^  *^®  answer  to  question  1 :  "  Bat  ike 

•noe  may  an*  C^eneral  Conference  may  authorize  the  election  of  a  Missionaiy 

thorixe       the  Bishop  in  the  interim  of  the  General  Conference.'' 
election    of   a 

BiISop!*^  ^^  motion  of  John  P.  Durbin,  the  report  on  the  Metro- 

ieport       --  ■  _      _  _ 

ropoU 
Chan 
id. 

On  motion  of  James  Drummond,  seconded  by  Geoige 
W.  Walker,  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were 
adopted  under*  the  operation  of  the  previous  question, 
namely : 

Preamble  and  Whereat^  Rev.  Reeder  Smith,  a  local  elder  of  the  M.  £.  Church, 
JMoJatlonsre-  has  been  expelled  from  said  Church  by  the  Quarterly  Conference 
erBmith.^**^"  ^^  Appleton  Station :  and  whereas,  the  decision  of  said  Quarterly 
Conference  was  sabsequently  confirmed  by  the  Wisconsin  Annual 
Conference :  and  whereas,  it  has  been  declared,  by  a  special  com- 
mittee to  this  General  Conference,  that  new  testimony  has  been 
elicited  going  to  show  the  innooenoe  of  said  Reeder  Smith :  there* 
fore, 

Riiolved  by  the  GeneraJ  Conference,  That  the  Wisconsin  Annual 
Conference  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  order  a  new  trial  of 
the  case  of  Reeder  Smith  in  the  Appleton  Quarterly  Conference. 

On  motion,  the  following  protest  against  the  passage  of 
the  preceding  resolution  was  admitted  to  record,  namely : 

Protett  of  mem-       The  undersigned,  delegates  firom  the  Wisconsin  Conference,  pro- 

h«n    of    the  test  against  the  action  of  this  General  Conference  in  taking  the 

wi^ntfn  del-  pj^yjo^g  qaestion  on  the  motion  offered  by  James  Drummond, 

touching  the  case  of  Reeder  Smith,  without  allowing  them  to 

state  the  facts,  or  even  to  be  heard  on  the  question. 

P.  a  Bbnkbtt, 
I.  M.  Lbist, 
H.  Bjbqua. 

Moaon  to  take      A.  Lowrev  moved  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Com- 

np  the  Beport       .  ,«  ,  «  • 

on    Temporal  mittee  on  Temporal  Eoonomy. 
£S^^'    to      H.  Slicer  moved  to  amend  by  Btriking  out  "  Tempoial 

*"°*°^'  Economy,"  and  inserting  instead  thereof  "  Temperance.** 

^i!!i^^^  ^      George  Peck  moved  as  a  substitute,  to  take  up  the  Beport 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Ooncern.    The  subetitxita 


was  adopted. 
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The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  was 
then  read  and  adopted  as  follows,  namely : 

The  Book  Committee  propose  the  following  revision  of  the  Disci- 
pline, namely : 

Strike  out  sections  10  and  11,  oh.  t!,  Part  III,  pages  204, 205,  and 
snbstitnte  the  following  sections,  namely : 

10.  In  addition  to  the  Christian  AdTOcate  and  Journal  and  the 
Western  Christian  Advocate,  there  shall  be  published  the  Pitts- 
burgh Christian  Advocate,  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa. ;  the  Northern  Chris- 
tian AdYocate,  at  Auburn,  N.  T.;  and  the  Nortliwestem  Christian 
Advocate,  at  Chicago,  IlL ;  also,  as  soon  as  arrangements  to  that 
effect  shall  be  completed  by  tlie  Book  Agents  at  New-York  and 
Cincinnati,  according  to  the  iustructions  of  the  General  Conference, 
there  shall  be  published  the  Central  Christian  Advocate,  at  St. 
Louis,  Mo. ;  the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate,  at  Salem,  Oregon ;  and 
the  California  Christian  Advocate,  at  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

There  shall  also  be  a  Publishing  Committee  for  each  of  the  above- 
named  papers,  to  be  appointed  as  hereinafter  named,  whose  duties 
shall  be  similar  to  those  of  the  Book  Committees  at  New- York  and 
Cincinnati,  so  far  as  they  may  be  applicable  to  the  establishments 
under  their  supervision. 

The  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advo- 
cate shall  consist  of  two  members  from  each  of  the  following  con- 
ferences, to  be  chosen  annually  by  the  conferences  respectively, 
namely:  Two  by  the  Pittsburgh,  two  by  Erie,  and  two  by  the 
Western  Virginia. 

The  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate 
shall  consist  of  ooe  member  ftrom  each  of  the  following  conferences, 
to  be  chosen  annually  by  the  conferences  respectively,  namely : 
Genesee,  East  Genesee,  (hieida.  Black  River,  and  Wyoming  Con- 
ferences. 

The  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Northwestern  Christian  Advo- 
cate shall  consist  of  one  member  from  each  of  the  following  con- 
ferences, to  be  chosen  annually  by  the  conferences  respectively, 
namely:  Michigan,  Detroit,  Northwestern  Indiana,  Rock  River, 
Illinois,  Iowa,  Upper  Iowa,  Peoria,  Wisconsin,  and  West  Wisconsin 
Conferences. 

The  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Central  Christian  Advocate  shall 
consist  of  one  member  of  each  of  the  following  conferences,  to  be 
chosen  annually  by  the  conferences  respectively,  namely :  Illinois, 
Southern  Illinois,  Iowa,  Upper  Iowa,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  and  the 
Kansas  and  Nebraska  Conferences. 

The  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate 
shall  consist  of  five  members  of  the  Oregon  Conference,  to  be  chosen 
annually  by  said  conference. 

The  Publishing  Committee  of  the  California  Christian  Advocate 
shall  consist  of  nve  members  of  the  California  Conference,  to  be 
chosen  annually  by  said  conference. 

11.  In  case  of  vacancy  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  in  either 
of  the  establishments  named  in  the  above  sections,  the  Publishing 
Committee  having  supervision  of  the  same  shall  have  authority, 
-with  the  concurrence  of  either  of  the  General  Superintendents, 
to  proTide  for  such  vacancy  until  the  next  General  Conference. 

On  motion  of  George  Peck,  seconded  by  Thomas  H. 

Pearae,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely :     . 

Ritohtd,  That  the  Book  Committees  at  New-Tork  and  Cincinnati 
be  authorised  to  estimate  the  salaries  of  Editors  and  Agents  con- 
nected with  those  Concerns  respectively ;  and  that  the  Publishing 
Committees  of  thtf  several  papers  published  under  the  authority 


Jane  8,  ISSSL 
Beport   of  the 
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Beport  on  Sun- 
daj  Bcfaools. 
Adopted. 


of  Dlft. 
olpIin«. 

In   relation   to 
Snndar 
Bohook 


Jne  ^  1651     of  the  General  Gonferenoe  not  included  in  the  aboTe,  ahafl  he 
Mtaof    the  aathorized  to  estimate  the  salaries  of  the  Editors  of  said  papen. 

On  motion  of  £.  Thomson,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted,  namely : 

Caurlee  Elliott  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  of  the  Western  Book  Concern  be,  and 
2|^ijf  ^  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  pay  the  salary  of  Charles  Elliott, 
^l^i±  late  Editor  of  the  Western  Christian  Advocate,  until  the  next  session 

of  his  conference,  unless  he  shall  be  prcTiously  employed. 

On  motion  of  S.  Y.  Monroe,  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  Sunday  Schools  was  taken  up,  and  adopted  as  follows, 
namely : 

Part  I,  Chap.  TL—Cf  Sunday  SchooU  and  the  Religioy$  Inunc- 
tion of  Children, 

Que$,  1.  What  shall  we  do  for  the  moral  and  religious  instruction 
of  the  children  ? 

w^nj.  1.  It  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  preachers  haying  charge 
of  circuits  or  stations,  with  the  aid  of  the  other  preachers,  to  form 
Sunday  schools  in  all  our  congregations  where  ten  children  can 
be  collected  for  that  purpose,  and  to  engage  the  cooperation  of  as 
many  of  our  members  as  they  can,  to  visit  the  schools  as  often  as 
practicable,  to  preach  on  the  subject  of  Sunday  schools  and  relig- 
ious instruction  in  each  congregation  at  least  once  in  six  months, 
and  to  form  Bible  classes  whererer  they  can  for  the  instruction  of 
larger  children  and  youth ;  and  where  they  cannot  superintend 
them  personally,  to  see  that  suitable  teachers  are  provided  for 
that  purpose. 

2.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  preachers  to  enforce  faithfully 
upon  parents  and  Sunday-school  teachers  the  great  importance  of 
instructing  children  in  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  our  holy  relig- 
ion, to  see  that  our  catechisms  be  used  as  extensively  as  posa- 
ble  both  in  our  Sunday  schools  and  families,  to  preach  to  the  chil- 
dren, and  publicly  catechise  them  in  the  Sunday  schools  and  at 
special  meetings  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  preacher  in  his  pastoral  visits  to 
pay  sjpecial  attention  to  the  children,  speaking  to  them  personal^ 
and  kindly  on  the  subject  of  experimental  and  practical  godliness» 
according  to  their  capacity,  pray  earnestly  for  them,  and  diligently 
instruct  and  exhort  all  parents  to  dedicate  their  children  to  the 
Lord  in  baptism,  as  early  as  convenient 

4.  Each  preacher  in  charge  shall  lay  before  the  quarterly  oon- 
ferenoe,  (see  Part  I,  chap,  iii,  sec  4,  ques.  4,  ans.  8,)  to  be  entered 
on  its  Journal,  the  number  and  state  of  the  Sunday  schools  and 
Bible  classes  in  his  charge,  and  the  extent  to  which  he  has  preached 
te  the  children  and  catechised  them,  and  make  the  required  re- 
port on  Sunday  schools  to  his  annual  conference. 

5.  (To  read  the  same  as  present  answer  2.) 

To  strike  out  fh>m  the  answer  to  ques.  1,  seo.  4^  ohap.  iii,  Pirt  l^ 
the  words, 

••  But  the  first  male  superintendents  of  the  Sund^  sehools,  being 
members  of  our  Church,  shall,  by  virtue  of  their  office,  have  a  seat 
in  the  quarterly  conference  having  supervision  of  their  sehoola, 
with  the  right  to  speak  and  vote  on  questions  relating  to  Sondaj 
schools,  and  on  such  questions  only,'' 

And  insert  instead  thereof;  after  the  words  ''or  station,*'  and 
before  the  words  '«  and  none  else,"  the  following,  name]j : 


ChmfB  • 
dpUne. 
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«And  the  first  male  superintendents  of  our  Sonday  schools, 
Mng  members  of  our  Churoh,  and  approTed  bj  the  quarterly  oon- 
ferenoe." 

To  insert  in  ans.  5  to  ques.  4,  sec.  2,  chap.  It,  Part  I,  after  the 
vord  '*  oireuit,"  in  the  scTenth  line,  the  words, 

"  Or  station,  and  the  first  male  superintendents  of  our  Sunday 
schools,  being  members  of  our  Church,  and  approved  by  the  quar- 
terly conference.'' 

In  Part  I,  chap  i?,  sec  11,  ques.  1,  ans.  16,  to  strike  out  the 
words,  **  in  connection  with  reporting  the  Sunday-school  statistics," 
and  insert,  instead  thereof,  the  words  "  in  his  report'' 

That  so  much  of  ans.  1,  chap.  tI,  Part  I,  page  85,  as  follows  the 
words, "  each  quarterly  conference  shall  have  supervision  of  all  the 
Sunday  schools  and  Sunday-school  Societies  within  its  bounds,"  be 
transferred  to  Part  I,  chap,  iii,  sec.  4,  ques.  4,  ans.  8,  page  89,  in 
place  of  the  present  reference  thereto. 


JiiB6  8,18M. 
Snnday-Mbool 
snpenntend- 
wis  monben 
of  the  qiurttr- 
17  eonftrenoes. 


T^aiMferredtoa 
new  place  In 
theDtoolpline. 


The  following  resolution,  presented  yesterday  and  laid  on 
the  table,  was  taken  up  and  adopted,  namely : 

JRtiolved,  That,  in  view  of  the  intimate  relation  which  our  Oer- 
man  Publications  at  Cincinnati  bear  to  the  Sabbath  School,  Traot, 
and  General  English  Publications  at  New- York,  as  well  as  to  the 
contemplated  German  Publications  in  Bremen  by  order  of  the 
Missionary  Board,  we  recommend  the  appointment  of  the  German 
Editor  as  ex-officio  member  of  the  Publishing  Committees  of  the 
Tract  Society,  of  the  Sunday-School  Union,  and  of  the  Missionary  So- 
ciety, so  as  to  allow  him,  when  it  is  deemed  necessary  by  those  haT- 
ing  charge  of  the  abore-named  interests,  officially  to  consult  with 
them  in  regard  to  the  Books  and  Tracts  which  ought  to  be  pub- 
lished in  Cincinnati,  or  in  Bremen,  and  for  properly  selecting  and 
procuring  the  aeoeasaiy  cots  and  other  typographical  require- 
ments. 


Oennaa 
ez-offldo  a 
member  of  fbe 
PabliBhfng 
Committee  of 
the  Traot  80- 
detjandofthe 
MiadonarrSo- 
detjr. 


W.  Hoasr  to 
reodye        Ui 

aalarj  tffl  Us 


On  motion  of  A.  J.  Phelpe,  the  Publishing  Committee  of 
the  Northern  Christian  Adyocate  were  instructed  to  pay 
William  Hoemer  his  salary  up  to  the  time  of  the  meeting  of 
his  conference,  and  also  his  moving  expenses  to  the  field 
of  labor  to  which  he  may  be  assigned. 

On  motion  of  S.  Allen,  seconded  by  J.  L.  Lenhart,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  adopted : 

1.  Ritolvtd,  by  the  delegates  of  the  seTcral  Annual  Conferences 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  General  Conference  assem-  P.  Kidder, 
bled.  That  we  highly  appreciate  the  serrioes  of  our  respected 
brother.  Rot.  Daniel  P.  Kidder,  as  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Sunday-School  Union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  during 
the  last  tweWe  years,  and  that  the  prosperous  condition  of  our 
Sunday-school  cause  is  largely  indebted,  under  God,  to  his  Taluable 
labors. 

2.  Resolvtd,  That  we  hereby  tender  to  Brother  Kidder  our  sin- 
oere  thanks  for  his  serrioes,  and  our  earnest  wishes  for  his  Ai- 
tnre  welfare. 


Tlitiika  to  D. 


Bbhop  Simpson  submitted  a  coune  of  study  for  Oennaa 
preachers^  and  it  was  adopted  as  follows,  namely : 
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PLIH  OF  aT0DY  FOB  THB  GERMAN  TBATBLDrO  FBBA0HSR8. 
Firit    Yuur. 

The  Theological  Compend  of  A.  Binney,  translated  by  Lb  8b 
Jaooby. 

K.  B.  Each  doctrine  of  the  Bible  is  expected  to  be  proTed  by 
the  Scriptural  passages  quoted. 

Wesley's  Sermons,  toI  i,  from  Nos.  1-15. 

Watson's  Apology  for  the  Bible. 

The  Compendium  of  Methodism. 

Church  History,  (according  to  a  manual  published  by  the  relig> 

ious  society  of  Northern  Germany,)  toL  i. 
Discipline,  chapters  i,  ii,  ill,  sec.  4;  chap.  It,  sea  6-18;  chi^ 

▼iii,  sec.  3,  4. 
Elements  of  German  Grammar,  by  Spittlegarb. 
A  written  Essay  on  some  religious  subject 

Second  Year. 
The  doctrines  of  the  Bible  concerning  the  SOfOraments. 
Wesley's  Sermons,  vol  i,  from  Nos.  15-30. 
Wesley's  Plain  Account  of  Christian  Perfection. 
Kurtz's  Manual  of  Sacred  History. 
Church  Histoxy,  yols.  ii  and  iii. 
Fletcher's  Appeal. 

The  whole  first  Part  of  the  Discipline. 
Wurst's  Grammar  and  Logic. 
A  written  Sermon  on  the  difference  between  repentance  and 

faith. 
N.  B.  We  recommend,  also,  the  reading  of  Nelson's  Cause  and 

Cure  of  Infidelity. 

Third  Year, 

Wesley's  Sermons,  toI.  ii,  from  Nos.  1-15. 

Bogue's  Dirine  Authority  of  the  New  Testament 

Kirchhofer's  Introduction  into  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

Wesley's  Life  and  Labors. 

Zeller's  Psychology;  or,  Elements  of  Mental  and  Moral  Philos- 
ophy. 

Church  Histoiy,  toIs.  It  and  T. 

The  whole  of  the  Discipline. 

Wurst's  Grammar  and  Logic. 

A  written  Sermon  on  the  difference  between  Justification  and 
sanctification. 

N.  B.  We  recommend  the  reading  of  IVAubign^'s  Uistoiy  of  the 
Beformation,  yols.  i  and  ii. 

Fourth  Year. 
Reriew  of  all  the  doctrines  of  the  Bible,  with  the  Scriptural 

proofs. 
Wesley's  Sermons,  toI.  ii,  from  Nos.  15-33. 
Haldane's  Genuineness  and  Dirino  Inspiration  of  the  BiUeu 
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Chvroh  Histoid,  yols.  ri  and  yiL 

Natural  Theology,  according  to  the  Galwer  Natnrlehre. 

Vnrst's  Grammar  and  Logic 

A  written  sermon  on  the  Piyhiify  ftnd  Humaiiitj  of  Christ. 

N.  B.  We  recommend  the  reading  of  D'Aubign^'s  History  of  the 
Reformation,  toIs.  iii  and  It,  and  Philosophy  of  the  Plan  of 
SaWation. 

We  recommend,  also,  that  English  grammar  and  composition  be 
studied  firom  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  course,  and  that  the 
oommittee  report  to  the  Conferenoe  the  progress  of  each  candidate 
in  this  branch  of  study. 


rUJS  or  STUDT  FOK  OERKAN  LdCAL  FRSAGHEBS. 

L  For  tho$e  toho  m$h  to  be  ordained  Dtaeom, 

The  Theological  Gompend  of  A.  Binney,  translated  by  L.  S.  Ja-  Ooone  of  Bta<iy 

ft»r       Oennaa 
Lood  Preaeh. 


coby.  

N.  B.  Each  doctrine  of  the  Bible  to  be  proTcd  by  the  Scriptural    en 
passages  quoted. 

Wesley^B  Sermons,  toL  L 

Wesley's  Plain  Account  of  Christian  Perfection. 

Fletcher's  Appeal. 

Watson's  Apology  for  the  Bible. 

The  whole  of  the  Discipline. 

N.  B.  We  recommend  the  reading  of  the  Compendium  of  Meth* 
odism ;  D'Aubign^'s  History  of  the  Reformation,  toIs.  1  and 
ii ;  Kirchhofer's  Introduction  into  the  Bible. 

II.  For  tho»$  who  wiih  to  be  ordained  Eldere, 

Reriew  of  all  the  doctrines  of  the  Bible,  and  especially  conoezn- 

ing  the  sacraments,  with  Scriptural  proofls. 
Wesley's  Sermons,  toI.  ii. 
l^urtz's  Manual  of  Sacred  History. 

Haldane's  Genuineness  and  Birine  Inspiration  of  the  Bible. 
Wesley's  Life  and  Labors. 

Church  History  according  to  the  Calwer  Short  Manual. 
Bishop  Baker's  Guide  to  the  Discipline. 
A  written  Sermon  on  Baptism  or  the  Lord's  Supper. 

N.  B.  We  recommend  the  reading  of  IVAubign^'B  History  of  the 
Reformation,  toIs.  iii  and  It;  Bogue's  Dirine  Authority  of 
the  New  Testament,  and  Zeller's  Psychology. 

John  llTCliiitock  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule  requir-  ifotkm  to  sos- 

fog  any  propdfted  alteration  in  the  Discipline  to  lie  on  the  ^^aSSt  "to 

table  for  one  day  before  action  be  taken  thereon,  in  order  to  time^or  n^ 

introduce  a  resolution  providing  that  the  next  session  of  the  ■*''*^ 
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Jima  4 1861     General  Conference  oommenoe  on  the  second  Wednesday  of 

November,  A.  D.  1860. 
^**d**th*  rate       ^  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  ihe  motion  to  suspend  the 
^    on    the  rule  for  the  purpose  specified  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote 

of  94  to  50. 
%un^«<«M  i£       ^^^  ^  Collins  moved  that  the  Journal  be  now  read,  and 

that,  as  soon  as  it  is  approved,  this  General  Conference  shall 

adjourn  sine  die. 
JoniiMbrMd       The  Journal  was  then  read  and  approved,  and  at  tea 
Find  a^oani-  minutes  past  twelve  A.  M.,  June  4,  A.  D.  1856,  Conference 
™^^  adjourned  with  singing  the  Dozology,  and  with  the  benedio* 

tion  by  Bishop  Ames. 

BEVERLY  WAUGH, 
THOMAS  A.  MORRIS, 
EDMUOT)  S.  JANES, 
I^VI  SCOTT, 
MATTHEW  SIMPSON, 
OSMON  0.  BAKER, 
EDWARD  R.  AMES, 
Buh9p9  of  Hu  MktkedUt  Epueopal  OkimdL 

WiLUAM  L.  Harris,  Secretary. 

Bekjamin  Griffbk, 

John  S.  Martin,      i     .    .  ^    ^  «      ^    . 

Jefferson  Lewis,     ^  ^'^^nt  Secretary. 

James  1^"^-^ 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  BISHOPS. 

To  the  Gfeneral  Ccnferente  qf  ih$  Methodist  Eptscopal  Church : 

Rkverend  and  Dear  Brethren, — ^That  so  many  of  us  live  to  see  the 
twelfth  ouadrennial  sessioii  of  the  del^ated  General  Conference,  is  an  oc- 
casion or  humble  thanksgiving  to  onr  heavenly  Father.  In  view  of  the 
toils  and  perils  incident  to  our  calling,  the  extensive  range  of  our  work, 
with  all  its  variety  of  climate  and  disease,  our  preservation  is  more  than 
could  reasonably  have  been  expected.  We  recognize  here  with  pleasure 
the  friendly  countenances,  and  hear  the  familiar  voices,  of  many  senior 
brethren,  with  whom  we  have  long  been  accustomed  to  mingle  on  such  oc- 
casions, while  we  greet  with  equid  satisfaction  the  junior  members  of  the 
body,  who  are  strong  to  labor,  and  who  inspire  hope  for  the  future.  This 
pleasure  is  sensibly  neiffhtened  by  the  presence  of  honored  brethren,  who 
represent  in  this  body  we  British  and  Canada  Conferences,  or^ganizations  to 
which  we  sustain  a  fraternal  relation — ^a  relation  which  it  is  boSi  our  interest 
and  delight  to  stren^en  and  perpetuate.  We  also  enjoy  the  pleasure 
of  having  with  us  Uie  members  of  the  Irish  deputation,  who  visit  our 
Churches  to  solicit  sympathy  and  aid  in  their  laudable  eflforts  to  pro- 
mote the  Wesleyan  form  of  Protestant  Christianity  in  Ireland.  .  The  dis- 
tant fields  and  diversified  interests  represented  by  them,  clearly  indicate  that 
our  beloved  Methodbm,  at  once  ex^sive  and  concentric,  can  adapt  itself 
to  all  countries  without  losing  its  identity,  efficiency,  or  social  excellence. 
We  hail  these  representatives  from  different  branches  of  our  Father's  fiimily 
as  brethren  beloved,  and  welcome  them  to  our  country,  to  our  conference, 
to  our  homes,  and  to  our  hearts. 

But  several  distinguished  brethren,  whose  presence  cheered  our  council 
four  ^ears  ago,  have  finished  their  earthly  pilgrimage  and  entered  the 
promised  rest  above,  thus  reminding  us  uat  we  are  all  passing  away. 
Amon^  these,  our  lamented  co-laborers,  Davis,  Clark,  and  Gary,  whose 
praise  is  in  all  the  Churches,  will  long  be  remembered  with  gratitude  by  ^ 
thousands  for  theur  works'  sake.  The  announcement  of  their  names  re- 
minds us  of  their  venerable  forms,  refreshing  counsels,  and  triumphant 
deaths.  May  we  Mow  them  as  tiiey  followed  Christ  What  changes 
await  us  in  the  four  years  to  come,  who  can  tell  ?  It  behooves  us  in  all 
places,  especially  here,  to  act  in  view  of  our  present  responsibility  and 
final  reckoning. 
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To  make  rules  and  regulations  for  twelve  thousand  ministen  and 
preachers,  and  about  eight  hundred  thousand  communicants,  is  a  highlj 
responsible  work,  and  to  perform  the  task  aright^  requires  much  wisdom 
and  calm  reflection. 

In  the  exercise  of  this  prerogative,  you  will,  of  course,  have  constant 
reference  to  two  great  principles — to  ascertain  and  provide  for  the  real 
wants  of  the  Church  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  do  this  without  infringing 
her  constitutional  **  limitations  and  restrictions"  on  the  other. 

Such  measures  as  may  be  evidently  needful  and  clearly  constitutional, 
should  be  promptly  adopted ;  but  no  risk  should  be  taken  in  regard  to 
such  as  are  of  a  doubtful  character,  lest  the  unity  of  the  body  ecdeaiastie 
be  periled. 

It  is  with  profound  respect  for,  and  fraternal  confidence  in,  the  judgment 
of  this  enlightened  body,  that  we  venture  upon  these  general  auggestions^ 
and  trust  they  will  be  received  as  kindly  as  they  are  given. 

As  to  the  general  work  among  us,  its  progress  since  your  last  session 
has,  upon  the  whole,  been  encouraging.  This  statement  is  sustained  by 
satisfactory  proof.  In  185.1  our  official  Minutes  reported  4,450  traveling 
preachers,  5,700-  local  preachers,  and  721,804  members  and  proba- 
tioners; while  our  Minutes  in  1855  give  us  5,408  traveling  preach- 
ers, 6,610  local  preachers,  and  799,431  members  and  pr(A>ationers, 
showing  a  net  increase  during  the  four  years  past  of  958  traveling  preach- 
ers, 910  local  preachers,  and  77,627  members  and  probationers.  The 
numerical  table,  however,  does  not  exhibit  all  the  fruit  Our  brethren  and 
friends  have  enlarged  their  means  of  usefulness,  and  their  liberality  in  em- 
ploying them.  To  name  only  a  few  items:  they  have  evinced  a  com- 
mendable zeal  in  the  erection  of  houses  of  worship,  both  as  to  the  number 
and  style  of  the  edifices ;  they  have  made  better  provision  for  the  support  of 
their  ministers  and  their  families,  and  largely  augmented  their  contributions 
for  missions  and  other  benevolent  objects ;  dius  showing  a  growing  attach- 
ment to  Methodism,  and  an  increasing  appreciation  of  its  privileges. 
While  devising  these  liberal  things,  they  have,  at  different  seasons,  and  in 
numerous  places,  enjoyed  "  times  of  refireshing  from  the  presence  of  the 
Lord." 

And  now  what  we  need,  above  all  things,  is  such  humble,  active  prayer 
and  faith,  as  will  secure  a  general  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  all 
the  preachers  and  their  congregations,  attended  with  convincing  truth, 
godly  sorrow,  and  saving  mercy,  and  resulting  in  Gospel  holiness  of  heart 
and  life  throughout  our  extended  connection.  Such  a  visitation  of  heavenly 
influence  would  reanimate  our  organization  at  home,  and  kapart  a  fresh 
impulse  to  our  foreign  work.  Then,  too,  the  Church  would  arise  by  faith 
and  assume  her  true  aggressive  and  missionary  character,  while  her  minis- 
ters would  be  clothed  with  salvation.  Eevivals  of  experimental  and  prac- 
tical religion  develojp  the  resources  of  the  Church,  and  supply  her  pulpits 
and  mission  fields  with  living  ministers — ministers  of  Christ's  own  chooe- 
ing;  converted,  called  of  God,  and  filled  with  futh  and  the  Holy  Ghoet 
Th^  are  the  ministers  needed  everywhere,  in  town  and  in  countiy,  in  dty 
and  foreign  stations ;  to  whom,  under  God,  we  may  confidently  look  for 
success,  and  without  them  but  little  may  be  expected. 

When  the  number  of  such  ministers  is  insufficient  to  meet  the  demand. 
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let  the  Ohnrch  remember  the  words  of  Christ:  *'The  harvest  truly  is 
great,  but  the  laborers  are  few ;  pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of  the  harvest 
Uiat  he  will  send  forth  laborers  mto  his  harvest"  And  let  all  who  are 
thus  Divinely  called,  study  to  show  themselves  approved  unto  Gkxl. 

In  this  communication,  the  general  superintendents  cheerfully  subn^iit 
for  your  approval,  or  correction,  their  omoial  administration  during  the 
last  quadrennial  term.  Our  official  acts  in  the  annual  conferences  will  be 
before  your  committees,  as  embodied  in  the  journals  thereof^  and  in  the 
General  Minutes.  Of  the  thirty-eight  annual  conferences  in  the  United 
States  and  territories,  no  one  has  failed  to  receive  our  attention,  or  been  left 
to  hold  a  session  without  our  presidency. 

The  work  on  the  Pacific  coast  has  been  duly  attended  to,  though  the 
ft>urth  annual  visit  has  been  postooned  until  after  this  General  Gonferenos^ 
because  of  a  desired  and  needful  change  in  the  time  of  holding  thdr 
annual  sessions.  In  accordance  with  uie  recommendation  of  the  last 
General  Conference,  that  one  of  us  should  visit  Liberia  once  or  oftener 
during  the  last  four  years.  Bishop  Scott  visited  this  mission  work  in  the 
winter  of  1852-3,  and  on  hearing  his  report,  and  duly  considering  the 
subject,  we  were  of  the  opinion  that  another  episcopal  visitation  prior  to 
this  period  was  not  so  important  as  to  require  such  expense  and  service. 

Thus  far  our  joint  superintendence  has  operated  harmoniously,  so  that 
in  aH  essential  principles  and  usages  of  the  episcopal  administration,  as 
well  as  in  our  social  relations,  we  have  been  blessed  with  the  unity  of  the 
Spirit  and  the  bond  of  peace,  for  which  we  would  be  devoutly  thankful; 
to  our  heavenly  Father. 

CHANGES  OP  DIBCIPIINE. 

There  are  some  disciplinary  regulations  collaterally  connected  with  our 
work,  which  we  judge  may  properly  claim  your  careful  revision;  and 
from  the  experience  secured  to  us  by  our  <^cial  relation  to  the  executive 
administration,  we  deem  it  proper  to  invite  your  attention  to  them. 

The  rule  requiring  the  concurrent  advice  of  all  the  annual  conferences, 
to  authorize  the  bishops  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the  General  Conference, 
we  think  unnecessarily  restrictive.  We  have  now  thirty-eiffht  annual  con- 
ferences, and  a  probability  of  more ;  yet  any  one  of  them,  wough  the  least 
of  all,  might  defeat  the  wishes  of  all  the  others  in  regard  to  an  extra 
session,  whatever  might  be  the  necessity  for  it.  We  respectfully  suggest 
that  any  state  of  affairs  which  would  satisfy  three  fourths  or  even  two 
thirds  of  the  annual  conferences,  and  the  bbhops,  that  an  extra  session 
of  the  General  Conference  was  reidly  necessary,  should  be  deemed  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  calling  it 

The  number  of  representatives  forming  this  body  renders  it  too  large 
to  transact  business  with  convenience  and  dispatch,  and  may  perhapa 
auggest  to  yourselves,  as  it  does  to  us,  the  propriety  of  reducmg^the  ratio 
of  representation.  There  is  already  constitutional  provision  for  such  redoo- 
lion,  so  as  to  authorize,  at  your  discretion,  not  less  than  one  representa- 
tive for  every  thirty  members  of  annual  conferences. 

During  the  past  four  years  several  cases  have  occurred  in  which  a 
change  Si  the  pkoe  of  holding  the  conference  has  been  desiredi.    Tw»> 
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eoHferenoes,  the  Oregon  in  1853,  and  the  Missoari  in  1856,  were  dumged 
icom  the  places  appointed  at  the  previous  eeseioDS,  each  a  oourse  havni|f 
been  deemed  neoeaaary.  We  oommend  to  jour  attention  the  propriety 
of  some  disciplinarj  enaetment  touching  tbia  matter. 

Questions  frequently  arise  in  our  administration  respecting  the  responsi- 
bility of  trustees  of  our  Church  property,  and  how  far  they  are  subject  to 
the  control  of  quarterly  conferenoe  action,  and  we  would  sug^iest  that  thk 
Delation  be  defined  by  some  explicit  enactment 

The  section  defining  the  meUiod  of  proceeding  against  accused  travel- 
ing minirters  is  attended  with  much  difficulty  in  its  practical  applicataon. 
Amonff  the  difficulties  complained  of  are  the  following :  The  law  of  evi- 
dence IS  not  well  digested  or  fully  defined;  of  course  conferences  and  par* 
ties  are  liable  to  be  p^lexed.  The  tribunals  are  too  large  to  hope  lor 
the  undivided  attention  of  all  the  members  during  the  progress  of  a  com- 
plex case,  and  the  Iocs  of  time  is  afflictive  to  a  large  bcdy  of  pastors,  anx* 
ions  to  be  with  their  families  and  flocks.  Some  cases  requite  nearf  j  a 
week  to  dispose  of  tiiem,  during  which  all  other  business  is  suspended. 
Suppose  a  conference  of  one  hundred  members  spend  four  days  on  a  trial, 
then  four  hundred  days  of  ministerial  labor  are  lost  from  the  great  wofk 
of  their  vocation ;  and  so  in  proportion  to  the  siae  of  the  conference,  and 
the  time  consumed  in  each  case. 

We  suggest  whether  a  tribunal,  consisting  of  a  select  number  of  the 
conference,  might  not  be  formed,  and  authorized  to  try  all  cafses  of  com- 
plaint against  its  members,  as  private  members  are  tried  by  a  select  num- 
ber of  the  society,  without  detaining  the  bishop  and  conference  from  their 
other  duties.  A  select  number,  not  exceeding  fifteen,  could  investigate  a 
case  more  conveniently,  and  secure  the  ends  of  justice  more  readily,  if  not 
more  certainly,  than  a  conference  of  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and 
fifty. 

Similar  difficulties  are  felt  in  trying  appeals  by  this  body.  Cases  may 
«OBie  bef<»^  you  so  complex  and  voluminous,  that  the  mere  reading  of  the 
papers  pertaining  to  one  of  them  could  scarcely  be  accomplished  in  a 
whole  day,  to  say  nothing  of  the  time  spent  in  the  pleadings.  And  to 
<eKpeet  the  fixed  attention  of  over  two  hundred  delegates,  hurried  with 
'oAer  important  business,  two  or  three  days  to  one  case,  is  unreasonable. 
(Besides,  under  the  present  rule,  it  often  occurs  that  a  brother  expelled  or 
.suspended,  cannot  have  his  appeal  heard,  and  his  case  finally  determined, 
ffbr  three  years  or  more. 

.  To  obviate  these  difficulties  two  plans  have  been  suggested.  One  is  a 
•  delegated  annual  conference,  composed  of  one  member  from  each  annual 
conference,  with  authority  to  try  all  appeals,  whether  from  the  decision  d 
an  annual  conference  or  that  of  a  select  number  of  it,  without  occupynig 
•the  General  Conference  with  them,  or  subjecting  parties  to  injurious  and 
needless  delay.  The  same  delegated  annual  conference,  if  deemed  advi- 
sable, could  be  authorized  to  investigate  complaints  against  a  bishop, 
allowing  him  an  appeal  to  the  General  Conference.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered uat  attention  was  called  to  this  subject  at  your  session  of  1848| 
and  that  it  was  resumed  in  1852,  but  under  the  pressure  of  many  inter- 
ests it  was  left  with  a  mass  of  unfinished  business.  The  chief  objeetioB 
^%9  have  heard  to  Uits  plan  is  the  expense  and  loss  of  time  involved  in  attend- 
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iiig  such  conference.  Bnt  it  is  doobtibl  wh€ther  it  woold  cost  more  tin 
or  much  more  money  than  the  present  system  of  trying  appeals.  TlM 
bishops  have  to  meet  yearly  after  the  conferences  ate  over,  and  cooM 
easily  connect  their  meeting  with  that  of  the  delegated  annual  ooniiarenoe. 

The  other  plan  suggested  hr  relief^  is  a  District  Conference  of  Appeab 
in  every  episcopal  district,  composed  of  two  delegates  ircAn  each  annual 
conference  within  its  jurisdiction,  to  be  held  annually  after  the  other  con- 
feren^^es  are  over,  and  authorised  to  try  appeals  from  the  decisions  of 
annual  and  qtiarterly  conferences  within  its  bounds,  a  bishop  pvesidmg. 
This  District  Uonference,  while  it  would  not  have  cognizance  of  complaints 
against  bishops,  as  in  the  other  plan,  might  answer  so  fiir  as  appeals  ara 
concerned  from  the  annual  and  quarteriy  conferences.  If  the  membess 
and  ministers  of  our  Church  have  the  right  of  trial  by  con^mittee,  and  of 
appeal  to  a  new  and  competent  tribunal,  their  constitutional  rights  are  st* 
cured.  These  are  grave  matters,  and  worthy  of  patient  consideration  bj 
the  General  Conference.  As  cases  of  trial  and  appeal  increase  in  propov> 
tion  as  our  ministers,  traveling  and  local,  multiply,  every  year's  experieDoa 
renders  some  relief  more  and  more  desirable. 

Thb  iNsrrroTioNS  of  the  CHuaoH  claim  a  laige  share  of  your  at* 
tention,  and  we  feel  assured  will  receive  all  Uie  eonsidefation  which 
their  admitted  importance  demands.  We  will  briefly  refer  to  a  few  of 
these. 

EDWATION. 

In  presenting  to  the  notice  of  the  General  Conference  this  important  sub- 
ject,  it  affords  us  a  high  degree  of  gratification  to  report  this  department 
as  being  in  a  prosperous  condition.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  al- 
most simultaneously  with  its  organization,  manifested  commendable  zeal 
in  arrangiii(r  phms  for  the  diffusion  of  elementary  literature  and  science. 
The  success  of  those  efforts  was  not  equal  to  the  reasonable  expectations 
of  the  friends  of  learning;  and  after  tbe  disastrous  fire  which  destroyed 
the  edifice  of  Cokesbury  College,  there  was  for  some  years  but  little  prog- 
ress made  in  carrying  mto  effect  the  early  design  of  the  Church.  Indeed, 
in  connection  with,  and  growing  out  of,  disheartening  failures,  a  state  of 
apparent  indifference  and  inertness  supervened.  Bnt  from  diis  supineneas 
the  Church  hns  been  fully  aroused  for  the  last  fourth  of  a  century,  and 
the  extent  and  vigor  of  Its  action  in  the  prosecution  of  this  cardinal  inter- 
est, give  good  ground  for  confident  expectation  that  Methodism  will 
never  again  be  second  to  any  of  the  Churches  of  Christendom  in  the  pro^ 
ecution  of  this  grand  enterprise.  There  are,  under  the  patronage  and 
supervision  of  our  Church,  fourteen  chartered  institutions,  under  the  name 
and  style  of  university  or  coHege,  in  which  liberal  education  is  as  thoroughly 
and  successfully  imparted  as  in  simiUir  schools  under  the  supervision  « 
other  denominations,  or  of  state  authorities.  Hundreds  of  the  sons  of  our 
members  and  friends  are  being  trained  annually  in  these  institutions  fer 
posts  of  honor  and  useftilness  in  the  stale  and  in  the  Church.  In  addition 
to  these,  we  have  some  seventy  or  more  academies  or  seminaries,  most  «f 
them  of  a  high  grade,  affording  ample  literaiy  advantages  to  our  youth  of 
both  sexes.    Several  of  these  insututions,  however,  some  of  them  willi 
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MUeginte  powers,  are  exclunYely  ^yproprialed  to  female  edncalioD.  Li 
these  iDstitations  there  are  lam  numbers  of  young  ladies  (and  their  nuok- 
ber  is  annually  increasing)  who  are  being  prepiu^  to  nil  with  dignitj 
and  ability  the  very  important  stations  to  which  they  are  destined,  in  the 
progress  of  time,  in  the  domestic,  social,  and  religious  circles  of  life.  It  is 
eanse  of  devout  thankfulness  to  God  that  our  institutions  of  learning  are 
ao  frequently  blessed  with  revivals  of  religion.  We  commend  to  the  con- 
tinued fostering  care  of  the  Qeneral  Conference  and  of  the  Church,  all  our 
•ducatiooal  interests.  We  would  suggest,  and  we  hope  without  giving 
offense,  that  the  number  of  our  colleges  may  be  augmented  injuriously  to 
the  general  cause  of  liberal  education ;  and,  also,  if  there  were  a  less  liberal 
use  of  the  higfa-soundinff  title  of  university,  in  connection  with  our  litera- 
ry institutions,  it  would  bring  them  into  no  disesteem  with  the  thou^tfnl 
and  discriminating. 

If  Biblical  schools  were  yet  to  be  organized,  it  is  not  probable  that  we 
should  feel  called  upon  to  make  a^y  allusion  to  them.  But  they  actually 
exist  at  two  points,  and  prospectively,  perhaps,  at  others.  Several  annual 
,  conferences,  both  East  and  West,  have  approved  and  patronized  them, 
while  other  conferences  are  aiming  to  accomplish  similar  results  by  Bibli- 
cal departments  connected  with  literary  institutions.  If  it  be  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Church  that  Biblical  schools  are  desirable,  then  we  wooUL 
suggest,  with  due  deference  to  all  concerned,  that  they  should  be  of  a 
Qonnectional  character,  and  in  some  way  responsible  to  the  General  Con- 
ference, so  that  their  management  and  teaching  shall  be  in  harmcmj  with 
the  doctrines  and  Discipline  of  the  Church. 

PUBLISHma  INTEREST. 

It  gives  us  great  nleasure  to  state  that  the  publishing  interest  has  gone 
forward  during  the  last  four  years  in  a  course  of  steady  and  enoouraging 
pro^ritY.  rcfr  details  we  rafer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  Book  A^fes 
and  Book  Committees;  but  the  following  statements,  drawn  mainly  from 
these  reports,  exhibit  the  present  highly  satisfectory  condition  of  thia  great 
interest. 

The  number  of  subscribers  to  our  various  periodicals  is  as  follows : 

Christian  Advocate  and  Journal...^ <» 29,875 

Wesievn  Christian  Advocate 28,718 

Nerthern  ChristisD  Advocate 16.000 

Northwestern  Christian  Advocate..^ 10^088 

Kttoburgh  Christian  Advocate... 8,000 

Sanday-School  Advocate 114,892 

Missionary  Advocate 84,000 

Christian  Apologist,  (Qeman,) 6p9C7 

i^wtftsrly  Review -  2,721 

.  NaUonal  Bfagazine 15.876 

tadies'  Beposltoiy 29,680 

The  whole  number  of  subscribers  to  our  various  periodicals  is  285,461 ; 
gi^d  the  whole  number  of  single  copies  of  these  usdul  publications,  iasued 
:  a^d  scattered  abroad  in  a  year,  is  9,097,840. 


Th^  Sunday-sdiool,  the  Tract,  and  Qeneral  Galaloguae  ha?^  bean 
enlarged  dnrinff  the  last  four  years  by  the  addkioii  of  548  new  worioi 
Inclading  314  bound  roluroea,  and  229  tracts.  The  Sunday-school  Li- 
brary, in  its  various  series,  now  numbers  1,066  rolttmes. 

The  h*8t  of  tract  publications  has  already  reached  the  respectable  nunk- 
ber  of  72  tract  volumes,  and  585  tracts,  including  quite  a  number  in  the 
German,  Swedish,  and  Danish  languages ;  and  the  whole  number  of  sep^ 
arate  copies  of  books  and  tracts,  large  and  small,  issued  by  the  two  Goii* 
eems  during  the  last  four  years,  is  15,588,926,  including  7,226,409  bound 
volumes,  and  8,862,517  tracts  and  pamphlets. 

THB  TBAGT  0AU8B. 

The  action  of  the  last  General  Conference  in  reference  to  the  tract  cause 
gave  a  new  impulse  to  this  important  enterprise.  Nearly  all  the  annual 
conferences  have  formed  auxiliaries;  liberal  contributions  have  been  receiv- 
ed ;  and  the  distribution  of  tracts  and  books,  both  by  Churches  and  colpor- 
teurs, has  been  greatlv  increased.  The  system,  however,  is  not  yet  rally 
matured,  and  the  uniformity  and  consistency  of  action  requisite  for  com- 
plete success  have  not  yet  been  attained.  We  trust  that  tnis  subject  will 
receive  your  careful  consideration. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOIA 

The  Sunday-school  cause  is  certainly  among  the  roost  efficient  auxiliaries 
of  the  Gospel  ministry.  It  is  the  hope  of  our  children,  and  they  are  the 
hope  of  the  Church.  By  our  published  reports,  it  appears  that  we  have 
an  aggregate  of  10,469  Sunday  schools,  118,159  officers  and  teachers^ 
and  579,126  scholars,  making  a  very  gratifying  increase  in  this  department 
during  the  past  four  years. 

We  would  particularly  invite  your  attention  to  the  section  of  the  Dis- 
cipline respecting  the  religious  instruction  of  children,  and  would  suggest 
&at  such  modifications  be  made  as  will  place  our  children  more  fully  un- 
der the  watdi-care  and  instruction  of  the  Church,  and  especially  that  a 
more  detailed  plan  be  devised,  which  will  render  the  pastoral  duty  there 
specified  more  practical. 

M1BSI0N& 

Though  the  annual  contributions  to  our  Parent  Missionary  Society  havia 
not  increased  during  the  last  year  or  two,  yet  the  average  amount  ibr  the 
last  four  years  greaUy  exceeds  that  of  any  former  period.  Through  the 
cooperation  of  this  society  our  itinerant  ministry  has  kept  pace  with  the 
enlaiging  fields  upon  our  Western  frontier,  embracing  the  work  in  CaK- 
Ibmia,  and  in  the  territories  of  Oregon,  Washington,  Minnesota,  Kansas, 
and  Nebraska.  Assistance  has  been  given  to  societies  in  sparsely  settled 
portions  of  the  country,  and  new  churches  have  been  erected  in  the  sub- 
urbs of  our  growing  cities.  The  foreign  population  annually  crowding  oxtr 
shores  and  settling  in  all  parts  of  our  territory,  has  received  the  attention 
of  the  Missionary  Board.  The  work  among  the  Germans  has  continued 
to  enlarge  and  prosper.    The  efforts  among  the  Scandinavian  immigranta 
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iHive  been  very  successful,  and  missions  among  the  Welsh  and  French 
are  still  favored  with  a  measuf^  of  prosperity. 

The  foreign  department  of  onr  missionary  work  has  continued  to  share 
largely  in  the  interest  and  attention,  both  of  the  Chnir^h  and  the  Board. 
No  sUitTons  in  foreign  lands  have  been  abandoned,  and  most  of  them  have 
been  enlarged.  The  Liberia  Mission  Conference  has  been  prosperous,  and 
ia  gradually  strengthening. 

'  Additional  missionaries  have  been  sent  to  strengthen  our  important  and 
interesting  mission  in  China,  and  also  to  South  America.  Missionaries 
have  been  sent  to  Norway  and  Sweden,  and  already  a  good  degree  of 
success  has  been  enjoyed,  and  the  prospect  of  usefulness  in  the  future  ia 
encouraging.  A  mission  has  been  established  in  India,  and  one  of  our 
active  and  esteemed  brethren  has  recently  sailed  for  that  land  as  superin- 
tendent. The  mission  in  Germany  has  been  highly  prosperous.  There 
will,  probably,  be  a  memorial  before  you  from  our  brethren  there,  request- 
ing that  they  may  be  constituted  a  Mission  Annual  Conference,  with 
authority  to  receive  preachers  and  ^ect  them  to  orders  under  the  provi- 
sion of  the  Discipline  governing  such  cases.  The  mission  in  Germany  has 
'  ever  been  regarded  with  much  favor  by  our  bretiiren  and  friends,  and  has 
been  signally  owned  and  blessed  of  God ;  and  we  doubt  not  that  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  will  be  disposed  to  promote  its  interest  by  all  lawful  and 
practicable  means  at  their  command.  For  details  we  refer  you  to  the  su- 
perintendent of  that  mission,  who  is  present 

Your  special  attention  will  again  be  needed  to  the  wants  of  our  breth- 
ren on  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  more  particnlariy  as  to  the  exerdse  of 
episcopal  functions.  Two  points  are  clear  to  us:  first,  that  episcopal 
authority  on  the  spot  is  very  desirable  for  the  interest  of  the  mission  in 
Liberia;  secondly,  that  it  cannot  be  regularly  furnished  from  this  country 
without  embarrassing  our  home  work.  How  it  may  beat  be  supplied  ia 
for  you  to  determine.  Three  modes  have  been  suggested :  first,  for  the 
General  Conference  to  appoint  a  bishop,  and  send  him  to  oiganize  them  aa 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Africa ;  second,  to  let  uem  organize 
themselves,  elect  their  bishop,  and  send  him  to  us  for  ordination;  third, 
to  appoint  a  missionary  bishop  to  take  charge  of  that  work,  we  retaining 
jurisdiction  over  it  As  this  subject  has  received  much  attention  from  you 
heretofore,  we  shall  not  dwell  upon  it ;  but  we  trust  you  will  be  able  to 
make  such  provision  as  will  secure  the  best  interests  of  all  concerned. 
Bot  whatever  disposition  may  be  made  of  the  case,  we  hope  the  brethren 
of  Liberia  wHl  never  eeaae  to  receive  our  Ohristiaiir  synvpaliiy,  and  that  the 
miasioiiaiy  dividend  will  be  eonUnued  to  them  aa  long  aa  they  need  tmd 
fioperly  nseit 

The  chief  obstacle  encoontered  in  prosecuting  onr  foreign  work,  arins 
from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  sufficient  number  of  missionaries  of 
aaitable  qualifications.  There  are  frequent  and  embarrassing  delays  in 
organizing  misaions,  and  getting  them  under  way ;  and  when  on  the  spot, 
active  movements  in  beginning  the  work  are  necessarily  deferred  for  want 
ef  sufficient  informatioB  aa  to  the  language,  laws,  customs,  and  mannen 
of  the  inhabitants.  In  some  instances,  before  these  difficulties  are  over- 
come, and  the  work  fisirly  commenced,  the  missionaries  become  disoouraged 
OB  ooooont  of  the  oUmats,  or  the  amall  prospect  of  immediate  aacoeM,  and 


quit  th«  field.  Thu»  double  expense  w  iaeurred  in  going  and  returning; 
mueb  time  is  lost,  and  the  enterprise  embarraBsed,  if  not  defeated,  and  tbe 
natives  still  left  in  the  darkness  and  misery  of  sin,  and  on  the  way  to  per* 
dition.  We  need  a  class  of  brethren  who  will  deliberately  make  up  theif 
minds  to  take  this  work  for  life,  and  adhere  to  it  through  weal  and  woe* 

Some  look  for  relief  to  a  Missionary  Seminary,  where,  under  competent 
preceptors,  candidates  might  be  directed  in  such  a  course  of  reading  and 
study  as  would  prepare  tl^m  for  their  particular  fields  of  labor,  and  where 
brethren  set  apart  for  the  foreign  work  would  be  comparatively  free  from 
temptation  to  turn  aside  to  other  pursuits. 

Having  thus  adverted  to  tlie  embarrassments  connected  with  this  sub* 
ject,  we  submit  it  to  your  consideration  to  provide  a  remedy. 

flLAYEBT. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Troy,  Erie,  North  Ohio,  and 
Wisconsin  Conferences,  different  resolutions,  a^ing  a  change  in  the 
General  Rule  on  slavery,  were  laid  before  all  the  annual  conferences  for 
their  concurrence.  The  result  will  be  found  by  inspection  oi  the  Journals ; 
but,  we  l»eliev6,  no  one  of  these  resolutions  received  the  constitutional 
msjority  of  the  members  of  the  annual  conferences.  In  view  of  this  fact, 
the  question  may  arise,  whether  this  body  has  authority  to  change  the 
Discipline  upon  this  subject  so  as  to  affect  membership  in  the  Church, 
We  are  aware  that  it  is  difficult  to  separate  the  consideration  of  tha 
desirableness  of  any  measure  from  its  constitutionality,  and  especially 
so  where  deep  feeling  on  the  subject  may  exint  Yet  we  think  it 
to  be  our  duty  to  express  our  strong  doubts  whether,  in  view  of  the 
restricted  powers  of  a  delegated  General  Conference,  any  measure  equiva- 
lent to  a  change  in  the  General  Rules  can  be  constitutionally  adopted 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  annual  conferences.  As  to  the  propriety 
of  any  modifications  not  of  such  a  character  as  to  conflict  with  the  consti- 
tutional economy  of  the  Church,  while  opinions  and  views  may  be 
various,  we  can  fully  confide  in  the  wisdom  of  this  General  Conference  aa 
the  supreme  council  of  the  Church. 

In  our  administration  in  the  territory  where  slavery  exists,  we  have 
been  careful  not  to  transcend  in  any  instance,  or  in  any  respect,  what  we 
understood  to  be  the  will  and  direction  of  the  General  Conference.  That 
body  having  retained  its  jurisdiction  over  conferences  previously  existing 
in  such  territory,  and  having  directed  the  oi^^iaation  of  additional  con* 
ferenoes,  it  became  our  duty  to  arrange  the  districts,  circuits,  and  statioosi 
and  to  superintend  them  as  an  int^;ral  part  of  the  Church.  Aa  die 
result,  we  have  six  annual  conferences  which  are  wholly  or  in  part  in 
■lave  territory.  These  conferences  have  a  white  Church  member^ip, 
including  probationers,  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty-three 
thousand,  with  the  attendants  upon  our  ministry  making  a  probable 
population  of  between  five  and  six  hundred  thousand.  They  have  a 
colored  Church  membership,  including  probationers,  of  more  than  twenty- 
eight  thousand,  with  the  attendants  upon  our  ministry  making  a  probalie 
population  of  upward  of  a  hundred  thousand.  A  portion  of  this  popula- 
tion are  slaves.    The  others  are  mostly  poor.    They  are  generally  strongly 
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attached  to  the  Church  of  their  choice,  and  look  to  it  confidingly  ibr 
ministerial  services,  religious  sympathy,  and  all  the  offices  of  Gbristiaii 
kindness.  The  ^rhite  membership  in  these  conferences,  in  respect  to 
intelligence,  piety,  and  attachment  to  Methodist  Discipline  and  economy, 
will  compare  ^vorably  with  other  portions  of  the  Church. 

In  our  judgment,  the  existence  of  these  conferences  and  Churches  under 
thehr  present  circumstances,  does  not  tend  to  extend  or  perpetuate  slavery. 
They  are  known  to  be  organized  under  a  Discipline  which  characterises 
slaveiy  as  a  great  evil ;  which  makes  the  slaveholder  ineli|pble  to  any 
official  station  in  the  Church,  where  the  laws  of  the  state  m  which  he 
lives  will  admit  of  emancipation,  and  permit  the  liberated  slave  to  eojoy 
freedom;  which  disfranchises  a  traveling  minister  who  by  any  means 
becomes  the  owner  of  a  slave  or  slaves,  unless  he  executes,  if  it  be  prac- 
ticable, a  leffal  emancipation  of  such  slaves,  conformably  to  the  laws  of  the 
state  wherem  he  lives ;  which  makes  it  the  duty  of  all  the  ministers  to 
enforce  upon  all  the  members  the  necessity  of  teaching  their  slaves  to 
read  the  word  of  God,  and  allowing  them  time  to  attend  upon  the  public 
worship  of  God  on  our  regular  days  of  Divine  service ;  which  prohibits 
the  buying  and  selling  of  men,  women,  and  children  with  an  intention  to 
enslave  them,  and  inquires  what  shall  be  done  for  the  extirpation  of  the 
evil  of  slavery. 

With  this  Discipline  freely  circulated  among  the  people,  or  certainly 
within  the  reach  of  any  who  desire  to  examine  it,  and  with  other  Churches 
existing  in  the  same  territory  without  these  exactments,  these  societies 
and  conferences  have,  either  by  elective  affinity  adhered  to,  or  from  pr^- 
erence  associated  with,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  a  few 
instances  their  Church  relations  have  exposed  them  to  some  peril,  and  in 
numerous  cases  to  sacrifices.  But  such  have  been  their  moral  worth,  and 
Christian  excellence,  and  prudent  conduct,  that  generally  they  have  been 
pennitted  to  enjoy  their  religious  immunities,  and  serve  and  worship  God 
according  to  their  consciences. 

And  now,  brethren,  in  conclusion,  will  you  suffer  the  word  of  exhorta- 
tion t  We  have  long  regretted  two  things  connected  with  Genera] 
Conference  proceedings,  namely,  needless  loss  of  time  in  the  eariy  part  of 
tibe  session,  and  too  much  haste  toward  its  termination.  We  trust  that 
on  this  occasion  both  will  be  avoided ;  that  the  Conference  will  enter 
upon  its  duties  promptly,  and  that  every  member  will  patiently  remain  at 
hispost  until  every  part  of  it  is  duly  considered  and  regularly  disposed  oH 
We  trust  your  deliberations  will  be  characterized  by  fraternal  courtesy 
and  a  devotional  spirit  May  the  Spirit  of  all  grace  descend  upon  yov, 
and  upon  the  whole  Church,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.    Amen. 

BSYXULT  Waug5, 
Thomas  A.  MobbiBi 
Edmujo)  S.  Javxs, 
Levi  Scott, 
Matthbw  Simpsov, 
OsMON  C.  Bakxb, 
Bdwabd  B. 
bnoAirAibus,  ifay  8, 18ML 
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B. 

ADDRESS  OP  THE  BRITISH  CONFEBENCB. 

To  the  Bevemd  the  Buhope  of  the  MethodUt  Episcopal  Church  in  ike 

United  Statee: 

LoNDOK,  JprU  1, 1856* 

Rbv.  and  Dear  Brbthrbn  :  This  letter  will,  we  trust,  be  delivered  to 
jou  by  the  Rev.  John  Hannah,  D.  D.,  the  representative  appointed  by  the 
Conference  held  at  Leeds,  in  August  last,  to  attend  the  General  Confer- 
ence of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Indianapolis,  and  the  Rev. 
Frederic  James  Jobson,  appointed  to  accompany  and  assist  Dr.  Hannah. 
The  ministers  assembled  at  the  Conference  had  sincere  pleasure  in  thus 
deputing  two  of  their  highly  esteemed  brethren  to  visit  your  General 
Conference,  and  to  convey  to  you  in  person  the  assurance  of  that  affec- 
tionate and  respectful  regard  which  they  cherish  for  the  Church  over 
which  you  preside,  and  their  cordial  desire  for  the  maintenance  of  such 
relations  between  the  two  bodies  as  befit  their  common  origin  and  their 
substandal  unity.  We  have  sincerely  regretted  the  occurrence  of  any 
circumstances  capable  of  being  so  misconstrued,  as  to  seem  mdicative  of 
a  diminished  regard  for  you  and  your  Church  ;  and  we  take  this  oppor* 
tanity  of  again  assuring  yon  that,  notwithstanding  the  absence  of  a  rep- 
resentative from  us  at  your  last  General  Conference,  and  the  accidental 
and  inexplicable  failure  of  our  communication  in  1649,  we  have  never 
ceased  to  love  you  as  brethren,  to  honor  you  as  the  Lord's  instruments 
for  accomplishing  a  great  spiritual  work,  to  rejoice  in  your  stability  and 
increase,  and  to  wish  you  all  possible  comfort  and  usefulness.  But  on 
these  matters  we  will  not  further  enlarge,  nor  do  we  think  it  needful 
now  to  enter  into  extended  statements  concerning  the  circumstances  and 
prospects  of  our  connection.  These  will  be  fully  represented  to  you  by 
our  representative  and  his  companion.  It  has  afforded  us  much  satis* 
faction  that  this  mission  of  fraternal  love  has  been  undertaken  by 
brethren  so  eminently  qualified  to  convey  all  needful  information  respect- 
ing our  affairs  and  our  habitual  sentiments  toward  yon.  Still  less  neces* 
sary  is  it  for  us  to  bespeak  for  them  your  confidence  and  kindness.  Dr. 
Hannah  is  not  unknown  to  you,  having  accompanied  the  venerable  Mr. 
Reece  to  your  General  Conference  more  than  thirty  years  ago ;  and 
were  he  without  this  advantage,  we  are  persuaded  that  you  would  not 
fail  to  "  receive  him  and  his  companion  in  the  Lord  as  beeometh  saints.'^ 
A  recent  instance  of  your  kindness  in  this  respect  to  the  deputation  sent 
by  the  last  Irish  Conference  to  solicit  help  for  the  work  of  God  in  Ire- 
land, is  fully  appreciated  by  us,  and  will  doubtless  be  (in  due  time) 
suitably  acknowledged  by  the  proper  parties.  During  the  last  few 
weeks  we  have  heard  with  deep  concern  rumors  of  disagreements,  in- 
volving apprehensions  of  hostility,  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  but  we  trust  that  they  are  rather  to  be  regarded  as  arising  from 
complications  of  political  partisanship  than  as  implying  a  prevalent  na- 
^nal  sentiment,  or  even  a  grave  purpose  or  tendency  on  the  part  of 
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the  rulers  of  either  country.  Most  sincerely  should  we  (and  we  donbt 
not  you  also)  deplore  that  any  roisundei'standing  should  be  allowed  to 
sever  those  bonds  of  fraternal  amity  and  common  interest  in  which  our 
respective  countries  have  so  long  been  held,  and  to  plunge  into  war  the 
two  nations  who  ought  to  be  most  closely  united.  Our  mutual  prayers 
will,  we  tnisti  avail  with  the  great  Ruler  of  nations  to  avert  so  dire  a 
calamity.  Accept,  dear  and  reverend  brethren,  in  conclusion,  our  beat 
wishes  for  the  blessing  of  God  upon  yourselves  and  your  approaching 
Conference,  and  for  the  continual  prosperity  of  his  work  throughout  the 
widely -ex  tended  region  over  which  your  charge  extends.  May  he  make 
you  perfect  in  every  good  work,  to  do  his  will,  working  in  you  thai 
which  is  well  pleasing  in  his  sight,  through  Jesus  Christ,  to  whom  be 
glory  forever  and  ever.  Amen. 

8igned  in  behalf  and  by  order  of  the  Conference, 

Isaac  Ksblino,  President 


c. 

REPLY  TO  THE  ADDRESS  FROM  THE  BRITISH  CONFERENCE. 

The  (General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 
States  to  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference  of  Great  Britain^  to 
assemhle  at  Bristol  on  Wednesday^  July  30,  1856 : 

Bbverend  and  Dear  Fathers  and  Bretiiuen  :  Your  fraternal  letter 
from  London,  of  April  1,  1856,  addressed  to  our  bishops,  was  presented 
and  read  to  this  Conference  on  the  second  day  of  our  session.  At  the 
same  time  were  introduced  to  the  Conference  your  and  our  highly-es- 
teemed brethren.  Dr.  Hannah  and  Mr.  Jobson  ;  now  much  more  highly 
esteemed  in  love,  for  their  works*  sake,  since  they  have  exercised  amonff 
us  the  "  ministry  of  reconciliation,"  proclaiming  to  us  "  the  love  of 
Christ  which  passeth  knowledge,"  and  have  gone  in  and  out  among  us, 
socially  and  officially,  for  many  days. 

We  cordially  thank  you,  dear  brethren,  for  sending  among  us,  for  a 
season,  these  ''  servants  of  the  Most  High  God."  In  Dr.  Hannah  many 
of  our  elder  brethren  have  rejoiced  to  meet  a  minister  of  Christ  in  the 
full  maturity  of  years  and  wisdom ;  whom  you  have  now  twice  made 
your  president ;  whom  they  saw  and  heard  in  the  fervor  of  his  youth- 
ful zeal. 

In  Mr.  Jobson,  his  clerical  companion,  we  found  a  Wesleyan  minister, 
whose  cultivated  taste,  genial  spirit,  fervent  mind,  and  evangelical  min- 
istry, enshrined  him  in  our  warmest  love,  and  led  us  to  hope  that  we, 
or  our  successors,  may  again  see  and  hear  him  in  our  "  deliffhtsome 
land." 

These  brethren  beloved  have  told  us  of  the  times  of  refreshing  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord,  with  which  you  have  been  favored  since  th« 
last  '*  troublous  times "  in  which  you  have  been  tried.  In  this  we  do 
rejoice,  yen,  and  will  rejoice.     God  has  also  sent  us  proaperity.    In  the 
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fomr  yean  since  our  last  General  Conference  we  have  greatly  enlarged 
o«r  bounds  and  increased  our  numbers.  Our  Minutes  show  a  net  addi< 
tion  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty-eight  traveling  preachers,  nine  hundred 
and  ten  local  preachers,  and  seventy-seven  thousand  six  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  members  and  probationers.  Our  missionary  contributiona 
have  exceeded  former  times,  and  our  missions,  domestic  and  foreign, 
have  been  signally  honored  by  the  One  Father,  who  is  above  all,  and 
through  all,  and  in  us  all. 

You  will  learn  from  the  proceedings  of  this  Conference,  that  we  hava 
taken  measures  to  aid  our  brethren  and  yours  in  Ireland,  by  men  and 
means,  and  instructed  the  delegates  who  may  be  fleeted  to  attend  your 
Conference  also  to  visit  the  Irish  Conference. 

We  heartily  reciprocate  your  prayers  for  unbroken  peace  between  our 
kindred  and  Protestant  nations,  to  whom  the  God  of  all  the  families  of 
the  earth  has  committed  so  many  great  trusts.  May  the  Prince  of 
Peace  continue  to  avert  war,  and  unite  us  forever  in  "  the  bond  of 
peace."    Thus  may  we, 

**One  in  heart,  in  interest,  and  design, 
Gird  up  each  other  for  the  race  divine  f 

untfl  God,  by  us, 

**  Shall  fill  the  earth  with  solden  firuit» 
With  ripe  millennial  loTe.'^ 

We  have  chosen  as  our  honored  representatives,  Rev.  Matthew  Simp- 
son, D.  D.,  one  of  our  seven  bishops ;  and  as  co-delegate,  John  M'Clin- 
tock,  D.  D.,  well  known  on  your  side  of  the  ocean :  men  who  have  been 
hiffhly  approved  among  our  Churches,  and  honored  of  God. 

In  conclusion,  reverend  and  dear  fathers  and  brethren,  we  commend 
you  to  God,  and  pray  that  our  love  may  abound  yet  more  and  more  in 
knowledge  and  in  all  judgment,  that  we  may  approve  things  that  are 
excellent,  that  we  may  be  sincere  and  without  offense  till  the  day  of 
Christ,  being  filled  with  the  fruits  of  righteousness  which  are  by  Jesus 
Christy  unto  the  glory  and  praise  of  God. 

Indianapous,  June  3,  1856. 


D. 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  WESLETAN  KETHODIST  CONFERENCE  19  CANADA. 

To  the  Bevermd  the  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  Qtneral  Chi^enes 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  conference  assetrUfled : 

RsvsRsin)  AND  Dear  Fathsrs  and  Brktbrbn  :  "  Grace  be  unto  yon, 
and  peace  from  God  the  Father,  and  from  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

Permit  us,  your  sons  and  brethren  in  the  Gospel,  to  present  to  yon 
our  respectful  acknowledgments  for  the  kind  and  affectionate  manner  in 
which  you  reeeived  onr  representative,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Green,  as  well  as 
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^  the  appointment  of  a  distingmabed  member  of  your  body  to  repn^ 
aent  you  m  our  Conference.  We  anticipated  vith  mucb  pleasure  the 
visit  of  Mr.  Gary  to  our  country,  but  have  to  regret  that  he  was  re- 
moved from  his  high  position  in  the  Ohurch  militant,  before  our  antici- 
pations were  yeaMxed.  We  sympathize  with  you  in  this  bereavement, 
which  has  not  only  removed  from  your  ranks  "a  brother  whose  praise 
WU8  m  1^1  the  Churches/'  but  in  the  absence  of  any  substitute  to  fill  his 
place,  has  for  a  season  deprived  us  of  that  interchange  of  personal  com- 
municataon  which  is  so  desirable  and  beneficial. 

It  is  a  matter  of  much  thankfulness  to  the  Divine  Being,  that  whfla, 
year  after  year,  he  is  removing  to  their  eternal  reward  the  fathers  of 
the  Church — ^those  holy,  self-denying  veterans  who  first  planted  Churches 
hi  the  wilds  of  America — he  is  also  raising  up  a  prombing  clasa  of  young 
men,  filled  with  faith  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  carry  on  the  glorious 
warfare. 

We  regret  that  no  address  has  reached  us  from  the  last  session  of 
your  venerable  body ;  but  the  want  of  a  letter  from  you  has,  in  some 
degi^e,  been  supplied  by  the  good  tidmgs  brought  back  by  our  own 
representative,  and  from  other  authentic  sources,  by  which  we  rejoice  to 
learn  that  you  have  peace  in  all  your  borders,  and  are  blessed  with  a 
good  degree  of  prosperity  throughout  your  entire  work. 

Your  noble  efforts  in  the  cause  of  religious  and  collegiate  education 
are  above  all  praise.  These  combined  and  continued  efforts  to  form 
and  elevate  the  moral  and  intellectual  character  of  the  rising  generation, 
cannot  fail,  we  think,  to  inspire  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  your  coun- 
cils, and  confer  lasting  and  untold  benefits  upon  the  country  at  large. 

We  have  looked  with  the  liveliest  mterest  upon  your  missionary  oper- 
a^ns,  and  especially  upon  the  extension  of  your  work  in  foreign  katds. 
The  position  you  occupy  is  onerous  and  commanding.  For  a  long 
time  the  first  Church  in  your  country  in  point  of  numbers,  and  now  also 
in  point  of  wealth,  it  cannot  but  be  gratifying  to  all  the  lovers  of  our 
Zion,  to  notice  the  zeal  with  which  you  employ  the  appliances  at  com- 
mand in  sending  abroad  the  ''  glad  tidings  "  of  salvation. 

At  home,  God  has  enabled  you  to  turn  a  barren  wilderness  into  a 
fruitful  field,  and  make  the  "  desert  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose  ;** 
and  we  praise  God  on  your  behalf,  that  he  has  enabled  you  to  send 
back  the  pure  flame  of  the  Gospel  truth,  to  bless  the  country  of  Lu&er, 
and  re-illumine  the  land  of  the  Keformation. 

Accept,  dear  brethren,  our  best  wishes  and  fervent  prayers,  that  in 
these  and  in  all  other  departments  of  your  great  and  widely-extending 
operations,  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  may  contmue  to  rest  upon  you, 
causing  you  to  abound  more  and  more  in  every  good  word  and  work ; 
for,  while  he  is  your  leader,  "ye  shall  go  out  vrith  joy,  and  be  led  forth 
with  peace ;  the  mountains  and  the  hills  shall  break  forth  before  you 
into  singing,  and  all  the  trees  of  the  field  shall  clap  their  hands.  Instead 
of  the  thorn  shall  come  up  the  fir-tree,  and  mstead  of  the  briar  diall 
come  up  the  myrtle-tree ;  and  it  shall  be  to  the  Lord  for  a  name,  for  tti 
everlasting  sign  that  shall  not  be  cut  off." 

It  will,  we  doubt  not,  afford  you  much  pleasure  to  learn  that  the 
present  is  a  happy  and  prosperous  day  with  us  in  Canada.  *  The  deoioii 
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of  discord  is  not  pennitted,  as  formerly*  to  sontter  his  "firebnmds* 
arrows,  and  death.  Peace  reigns  in  our  Church ;  joy  dwells  in  our 
hearts,  and  Ood,  eren  our  God,  is  causing  us  to  triumph  m  every  de- 
nartment  of  the  work  committed  to  our  care.  Our  people  take  a  de^ 
mterest  and  manifest  a  growing  liberality  in  suppcurtmg  the  institutions 
of  the  Church.  Since  we  last  addressed  you  they  have  doubled  their 
contributions  for  the  snstentation  of  our  nussions.  All  our  connectional 
funds  are  well  sustained,  and  we  can  recollect  no  period  in  our  Church's 
history  when  so  many  beautiful  and  commodious  edifices  were  being 
erectcKi  for  Divine  worship  as  at  the  present  time, 

Tictoria  College  is  increasing  in  popularity  and  usefulness,  and 
we  are  making  arran|;ements  for  a  more  thorough  and  liberal  training 
of  such  young  men  m  our  Church  as  are  called  to  the  Christian  min- 
istry. 

The  field  of  our  operations  has  been  greatly  enlarged  of  late,  by  the 
union  and  consolidation  of  Wesleyan  Methodi^  in  th^  two  Canadas  and 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Territory'.  By  mutual  arrangements  between  us  and 
the  British  Conference,  all  the  Wesleyan  societies  throughout  this  vast 
region  of  country  have  been  placed  under  our  care.  A  wide  field  for 
benevolent  and  Christian  enterprise  is  thus  opened  up  before  us — a 
field  extending  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Paomc  Ocean,  and  from  the 
great  Lakes  to  the  Arctic  re^ons,  everywhere  dotted  with  human 
beings  waiting  for  the  bread  of  life. 

We  have  much  reason  to  be  thankful  for  the  measure  of  suceeas 
which  has  crowned  our  missionary  efforts  amons  the  Indian  tribes  and 
newly-settled  portions  of  country.  Our  missionaries  are  pioneering 
these  rough  and  rugged  portions  of  the  field,  as  did  your  fathers  afore- 
time ;  new  missions  are  being  every  year  formed,  and  yet  the  cry  is 
continually  heard,  "Come  over  and  help  us."  In  the  strength  of 
Divine  grace,  and  in  constant  dependence  upon  that  assistance  whicfa 
such  grace  alone  can  impart,  we  hope  to  continue  our  efiforts  until  the 
"  wilderness  shall "  indeed  '*  become  a  fruitful  field,  and  the  fruitful  fieU 
be  counted  for  a  forest.*'  But  we  are  not  ignorant  of  the  difficulties 
that  lie  in  our  way,  and  the  combinations  of  error  with  which  we  must 
constantly  contend. 

We  have  the  most  unwavering  confidence  in  the  Gospel  we  preaoh. 
We  know  it  to  be  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that 
believetb,  and  must  eventually  subdue  the  world  to  the  obedience  of 
Christ.  But,  while  we  are  thus  confident,  and  can  have  no  doubt  of 
the  final  issue,  we  are  reminded  by  the  inereanng  boldness  of  our  foes, 
and  the  dangerous  leaven  of  error  which  is  worlmig  in  diflferent  portions 
of  the  community,  that  we  have  something  nAore  to  do  than  to  "  hold 
fast  the  form  of  sound  words,"  whieh  oar  fathers  have  left  for  our  guid- 
ance. Popery,  with  its  kindred  errors,  is  still  rampant  in  our  land.  The 
bold  manner  in  which  its  emissaries  are  endeavoring  to  revive  that  an- 
cient heresy  which  seeks  to  extinguish  that  light  which  the  BrformaHon 
,mih  an  open  Bible  has  shed  upon  the  world,  admonishes  us,  not  only  to 
contend  earnestly  for  the  "  faitn  once  delivered  to  the  saints,"  but  eaie- 
(uUy  to  watch  over  our  own  spirits  and  affections,  that  we  may  con- 
stantly experience  the  rich  benefits  of  deep  peraoaal  pety,  and  pvsath 
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ike  iDeomiptible  tnrtht  of  tht  Gospel  uder  the 
OodtheSpiriL 

We  hare  appohited  as  oar  represeatatiTet  to  your  Tenetsble  bodr,  ow 
honored  and  moeh  respected  brethren,  the  Rer'  Eooeh  Wood,  PmiJel 
of  the  Conferenee,  (should  he  be  able  to  attend,  or  the  Her.  John  Rf- 
enon,  eo-del^^i?,)  and  the  Rev.  Ricbard  Jones ;  brethren  beloved,  mi 
whose  piety  and  judgment  we  have  the  atmo>t  coo6denee;  and  to 
whom  we  refer  jon  for  any  further  mformation  whkh  yon  may  desire 
concerning  our  affairs. 

That  yon  may  abound  more  and  more  in  every  good  word  and  work, 
and  see  the  Church  committed  to  your  care  rise  still  higher  in  piety, 
KberaKty,  and  general  usefulness,  is  the  constant  prayer,  dear  breUuea, 
of  your  sons  in  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Conference. 

LowDOK.  C.  W.,  June,  1856.  8.  D.  Rica,  Secretaiy. 


E. 

REPLY  TO  THE  ADDRESS  FROM  THE  CANADA  CONFERENCE. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Canada  Weeleyan  MethodUt  Conference  : 

Rbvbrbkd  and  Dear  Brkthrek  :  We  rejoice  in  another  opportunity^ 
of  renewing  our  former  assurances  of  love  and  good-will. 

The  prei^ence  among  us  of  the  two  honored  representatires  of  your 
Conference,  the  Rev.  John  Ryerson  and  the  Rev.  Richard  Jones,  has 
had  the  effect  to  bind  our  hearts  more  closely  to  youra  in  the  strong 
bonds  of  Christian  charity,  while  their  public  ministrations  among  us 
have  also  tended,  we  trust,  to  draw  our  affections  more  and  more  to 
heavenly  things.  The  familiar  Christian  intercourse  and  fellow-feelmg 
of  these  excellent  brethren,  united  with  similar  manifestations  of  the 
same  spirit,  from  the  delegates  of  the  British  and  Irish  Weeleyan  Con- 
ferences, have,  both  by  word  and  deed,  brought  home  to  our  hearts  in 
all  its  sweetness,  the  truth  of  that  often  repeated,  but  always  refreshing 
declaration,  that  '*  Wesleyan  Methodism  is  one  in  all  the  earth." 

We  have  learned,  with  unfeigned  gratitude  to  the  Oiver  of  all  good, 
both  from  your  fraternal  letter,  and  mso  more  in  detail  from  your  rep- 
resentatives, of  your  corttinued  and  even  increasing  prosperity.  Tour 
seal  and  your  success,  in  your  great  enterprises  of  Christian  benevo- 
lence, inspire  a  glorious  hope  for  your  future.  The  peace  that  reigns  in 
all  your  Dorders ;  the  liberality  of  your  contributions  to  benevolent  pm> 

E( ;  your  increasmg  educational  facilities ;  your  self-sacrificing  min- 
;  your  rapidly-multiplying  Churches;  your  success  in  saving 
;  your  wide-spreading  missionary  field's;  your  unshaken  confi- 
dence in  ''the  God  of  our  fathere,"  all  nn press  upon  us  the  pleanng 
oonviction  that  your  growth  is  rapid,  symmetrical,  and  healthy.     May 
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''the  Ood  of  all  grace,  who  hath  called  us  unto  his  etenial  glory  by 
Christ  Jesus,"  prosper  you  yet  more  and  more. 

You  will  rejoice,  we  doubt  not,  to  learn,  that,  through  Qod*s  blessing 
upon  our  labors,  we  have  been  able,  through  each  succeeding  year,  to 
push  forward  our  Christian  enterprises  with  increasing  activity  and 
power.  Our  periodicals,  our  missionary,  tract,  and  Sunday-school 
reports,  so  available  to  you,  make  it  unnecessary  that  we  should,  in  this 
paper,  go  into  particular  detail  in  relation  to  these  interests.  Suffice  it 
to  say,  that  in  all  these  departments  there  is  increasing  activity  through- 
out  our  connection.  The  blessing  of  God  upon  the  faithful  labors  of 
our  fathers,  has  placed  within  our  reach  the  means  of  carrying  forward 
these  enterprises,  on  a  scale  of  larger  dimensions  than  their  founders 
would  have  dared  to  anticipate. 

The  increasing  attention  everywhere  given  to  the  erection  of  commo- 
dious and  substantial  church  edifices,  while  it  has  afforded  but  an  inad- 
equate supply  to  an  increasing  demand,  is  yet,  we  trust,  an  encouraging 
indication  of  that  permanence  which  must  ever  be  an  object  dear  to 
every  enlightened  friend  of  our  Zion. 

The  last  four  years  have  witnessed  a  gratifying  increase  in  the  mem- 
bership of  our  Church.  From  1851  to  1866,  the  average  net  increase 
per  annum  was  more  than  nineteen  thousand  souls ;  and  from  the  cheer- 
vng  accounts  of  revivals  in  all  parts  of  our  wide-spread  connection,  we 
judge  that  the  Minutes  of  1866  will  show  a  much  larger  annual  in- 
crease. These  fruits  of  the  Gospel,  we  think,  afford  evidence  that  **  God 
is  with  us.''  The  conversion  of  the  soul  to  God  through  our  instrumen- 
tality, the  restoration  of  the  fallen  spirit  to  the  Divine  image,  is  to  us  a 
cheering  indication  that  God  owns  our  labors.  May  we  never  be  desti- 
tute of  this  evidence  of  Christ  speaking  in  us. 

We  trust  the  same  gracious  Providence,  which  has  guided  our  more 
directly  religious  movements,  has  also  led  our  way  in  the  educational  de* 
partments  of  our  Church. 

Within  the  memory  of  men  now  living,  there  have  grown  up  in  our 
midst,  and  under  our  own  control,  nearly  one  hundred  literary  institu« 
tiona  of  a  high  rank,  embracing  universities,  colleges  for  both  sexes,  and 
first-class  seminaries.  Perhaps  in  no  other  department  has  so  large  a 
ratio  of  conversions  taken  place  as  in  these  institutions  of  learning. 

Tou  will  doubtless  be  gratified  to  learn  that  an  effort  to  more  thor- 
oughly infuse  the  religious  element  into  our  colleges  and  universities, 
meets  with  gre^it  favor  from  all  parts  of  our  Church.  We  allude  to  the 
establishment  of  BUdkal  Departments  in  these  institutions. 

While  an  antiquated  and  sickly  superstition  leads  its  votaries  to  with* 
hold  from  the  multitude  a  book,  whose  teachings  at^  of  infinitely  higher 
value  to  the  race  than  those  of  all  other  books  of  all  ages,  we  are  determ* 
iaed  that  the  Bible,  The  Book,  shall  have  a  prominent  place  io  all  de- 
partments of  education  within  our  control.  We  fear  the  word  of  God 
has  not  hitherto  exerted  that  influence  in  molding  the  character,  tastes, 
and  habits  of  our  students  of  learning,  which  would  have  made  them 
wiser  and  better  men.  While  the  student  communes  with  heathen 
poets,  heathen  philosophers,  and  heathen  historians,  sbdl  he  foil  to  find 
m  the  college  course  that  most  sublime  poetry,  that  most  pure  philoso- 
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phy,  that  most  ancient  and  most  reliable  history,  given  by  Qod's  ovm 
inspiration  ?  While  heathen  gods  are  everywhere  speaking  to  the  sta- 
dent,  shall  not  the  living  God  utter  his  voice  ?  While  the  student  sees 
everywhere  heathen  sacrifices  smoking  upon  heathen  altars,  shall  he  not 
lift  up  his  eyes  to  the  great  atoning  Sacrifice  whose  blood  cleanseth 
from  all  sin  ?  While  all  science,  truly  so  called,  imparts  a  knowledge 
of  God,  unfolding  his  methods  in  the  earth  and  in  the  heavens,  the  sci- 
ence of  salvation,  God's  method  of  bringing  earth's  teeming  millions  to 
glory,  is  infinitely  above  all  else,  and  deserves  the  corresponding  atten- 
tion of  mankind. 

We  congratulate  you  on  the  confidence  you  express  in  the  Gospel  of 
the  Son  of  God,  as  altogether  suited  to  human  wants.  We  rejoice  in 
the  same  confidence.  The  Gospel  in  its  simplicity — the  Gospel  as  "  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation  " — the  Gospel  proclaimed  by  men  who  feel 
its'  saving  power — preached  with  the  Holy  Ghost  sent  down  from 
heaven,  is  God's  remedy  for  thb  world's  woes.  The  only  thing  that  is 
wrong  in  this  world  is  the  human  heart.  The  only  remedy  for  this 
wrong  is  the  "  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God."  **  Thanks  be  to  God  for 
his  unspeakable  gift." 

Finally,  dearly  beloved  brethren,  may  you,  and  we,  and  all  ministers 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,  in  every  place,  preach  these  doctrines  fully,  faith- 
fully, eximestly  ;  **  warning  every  man,  and  teaching  every  man,  in  aD 
wisdom:  that  we  may  present  every  man  perfect  m  Christ  Jesus." 
Then  shall  we,  in  our  day  and  generation,  contribute  something  toward 
the  ushering  in  of  that  happy  period,  when  "  The  wolf  shall  dwell  with 
the  lamb,  and  the  leopard  shall  lie  down  with  the  kid,  and  the  calf,  and 
the  young  lion,  and  the  fading  together,  and  a  little  child  shall  lead 
them."  *  *  *  ♦  When  "  they  shall  not  hurt  nor  destroy  in  all  my  hdy 
mountain :  for  the  earth  shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as 
the  waters  cover  the  sea." 

We  have  selected  as  our  delegates  to  your  reverend  body,  our  much- 
esteemed  brethren,  the  Rev.  Minor  Raymond,  the  Rev.  William  Hamil- 
ton, and  the  Rev.  L.  W.  Berry,  who  will  bear  to  you,  by  God's  good 
providence,  our  Christian  salutations,  and  whose  intercourse  with  yon, 
we  trust,  shall  tend  to  our  mutual  love  and  edification. 


P. 

ADDRESS  0?  THE  IRISH  CONFERENCE. 

ToikeBieki^  of  the  Methodist  JSpiscopal  Church  in  the  Uniied  SUOm 

(^America: 

Rbyebxnd  and  Dbab  Fathers  and  Brsthrbn  :  We,  the  ministers  of 
the  Methodist  Connection  in  Ireland,  now  assembled  in  our  Annual  Con- 
ference, beg  leave  respectfully  to  commend  to  your  fraternal  regards  the 
Rev.  Robinson  Scott,  an  accredited  member  of  our  body,  and  deputed 
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bj  us  to  visit  your  country  on  an  important  misaion,  the  object  of  wbicli 
is  set  forth  in  the  "  Minutes  "  of  our  present  sittings,  and  which  he  is  able 
more  fully  to  explain. 

As  a  religious  body,  both  we  and  our  beloved  people,  in  common  with 
otiier  evangelical  denominations,  have,  for  some  years  past,  been  more  than 
ordinarily  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  the  recent  visitations  of 
Providence  upon  this,  in  many  respects  unhappy  land,  are  a  loud  call 
for  more  vigorous  eflTorts  on  our  part  to  develop  to  the  utmost  eveiy 
possible  resi^rce,  in  order  to  give  the  Gospel  to  the  masses  of  our  fel- 
low-countrymen. We  have,  however,  labored  under  circumstances  of 
great  discouragement.  By  emigration,  and  the  estrangement  of  our 
youth,  through  want  of  educational  institutions,  m  which  they  might  re- 
ceive a  religious  training,  in  accordance  with  our  own  views,  our  numeri- 
cal stren^Ui  has  been  greatly  diminished.  Besides,  our  connectional 
funds,  designed  to  extend  the  work  of  God  in  the  neglected  and  desti- 
tute parts  of  the  country,  being  required  to  sustain  our  mmistry  on  de- 
pressed circuits,  such  exten^ve  aggressive  operations  as  are  required  by 
the  circumstances  of  our  country,  and  which  we  are  persuaded  would 
be  attended  with  the  Divine  approbation  and  much  success,  have  hith- 
erto been  impossible. 

Calling  to  mind,  however,  the  successes  which  attended  the  labors 
of  our  fathers,  the  vitality  of  the  truths  committed  to  our  trust,  and  to 
which  the  Lord  continues  most  encouragingly  to  set  his  seal,  the  adap- 
tation of  our  system  for  a  yet  more  extensive  appliance  of  those  truths, 
together  with  the  advantages  of  a  position,  from  which,  were  the  means 
at  our  disposal,  it  would  be  easy  to  embrace  every  hamlet  in  the  land, 
we,  in  conjunction  with  many  of  the  more  influential  members  of  our 
societies,  have  been  led  not  only  to  endeavor  after  an  unproved  state  of 
things  in  our  existing  oirciuts,  but  to  aim  at  a  connectional  movement, 
whereby,  through  the  Divine  blessing,  a  new  impulse  might  be  given  to 
the  energies  of  our  whole  system. 

In  the  meantime  private  communications  from  several  Irish  emi- 
grants, together  with  editorial  and  other  articles  in  Methodist  publica- 
tions, which  circulate  widely  in  the  United  States,  encouraged  the 
assurance  that  such  a  movement  would  meet  with  extensive  practical 
sympathy  from  our  American  brethren,  and  tbat  a  deputation  on  its 
behalf  would  be  favorably  received,  an  assurance  which  was  otherwise 
naturally  induced  by  the  consideration  that  numbers  now  in  the  Ameri- 
can Churches  are  the  children  of  Irish  Methodists,  or  themselves  the 
direct  fruit  of  Irish  Methodist  labors. 

A  meeting  was  accordingly  held  in  connection  with  our  present  Con- 
ference, composed  of  all  its  members  and  of  lay  friends  horn  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  a  subscription  opened,  which  reached  the 
cheering  amount  of  £8,800,  as  the  basis  of  a  fund  for  the  increase  of 
the  Wesleyan  Methodist  agency  in  Ireland ;  nor  will  that  meeting  be 
less  remembered  for  the  spirit  of  simple  piety  and  fervent  mtitude, 
than  for  the  noble  expression  of  liberality  which  characterized  its  pro- 
ceedings. Deputations  have  been  appointed  to  visit  all  our  circuits  and 
missbns,  and  we  confidently  expect  that  the  amount  will  be  consider- 
ably augmented.    We  have  named  £20,000  as  a  minimum  ;  but  if,  by 
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ihe  liberality  of  our  ftiends  in  Ireland  and  in  America,  a  ranch  larger 
sum  could  be  obtained,  we  should  be  able  to  carry  out  our  aggressive 
operations  upon  the  masses  of  our  countrymen,  upon  a  scale  more  ex- 
tensive and  permanently  efficient. 

To  secure  the  required  amount  it  was  resolved  to  request  the  Confer- 
ence to  appoint  a  deputation  to  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and,  in 
compliance  with  that  request,  Brother  Robmson  Scott  has  been  set  apart 
for  this  senrice.  He  possesses  the  full  confidence  of  his  brethren,  and 
is  followed  by  their  prayers,  that  the  cause  which  he  pleads  may  ob- 
tain fayor  among  your  people,  and  that  his  ministry  and  intercourse  may 
be  the  means  ako  of  imparting  some  spiritual  benefit. 

The  Conference  have  also  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Missionary  Com- 
mittee in  London,  requesting  that  the  valuable  services  of  their  gifted 
countryman,  the  Rev.  Wiili^  Arthur,  A.  M.,  one  of  the  General  Sec- 
retaries, may  be  granted  for  the  purposes  of  Uie  deputation ;  and  as  he 
has  Idndly  ngnified  his  willin&iiess  to  undertake  this  labor  of  love  for  his 
native  country,  it  is  confidenUy  hoped  that  at  a  period  of  the  year  most 
suited  to  the  convenience  of  the  committee,  this  request  will  be  granted. 

At  the  request  of  the  Conference,  Alderman  M'Arthur,  of  London- 
derry, who  tadces  a  deep  mterest  in  our  cause,  has  consented  to  afford  his 
services  also  for  a  short  time  during  the  spring  of  next  year. 

Our  highly  esteemed  friend  and  father,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Waugh,  who, 
we  have  reason  to  believe,  is  well  known  to  you  by  character,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  services  which  he  has  so  long  rendered  to  Wesleyan 
Methodism  in  Ireland,  has  been  requested  to  write  a  private  note  to  each 
bishop  individually,  and  it  is  expected  his  communication  will  have  ar- 
rived before  the  presentation  of  this  document. 

We  cherish  the  confidence,  venerable  brethren,  that  you  will  receive 
our  deputation  affectionately,  and,  by  your  counsel  and  the  influence  of 
your  hi^h  position,  facilitate  the  object  of  their  mission,  bearing  as  it 
ultimately  must  on  the  well-being  of  your  own  Churches  and  nataoD, 
which  will  continue  to  receive  yearly  accessions  from  the  population 
whose  moral  and  spiritual  faiterests  it  is  designed  more  immediately  to 
promote,  as  well  as  upon  the  interests  of  Methodism  in  this  benighted 

Signed  on  behalf  and  by  order  of  the  Conference. 

JoBV  Fabbab,  PreeidetU. 
JoHH  F.  Matthbws,  Secretary, 
BsLVAAT,  June  88»  1865. 
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RBVBRsim  Fathbrs  and  Bbbthrbk  :  Tour  fraternal  letter,  presented 
to  us  by  jowr  representative,  the  Rev.  Robinson  Scott,  was  reodved 
with  the  highest  gratification,  and  the  kindgreetings  of  your  deputatMA 
luive  met  with  a  most  hearty  response.    We  trust  that  the  bterooune 
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which  you  have  commenced  will  continne,  and  always  be  to  our  mutual 
edification  and  comfort. 

You  have  already,  we  presume,  been  advised  of  the  kind  reception 
with  which  Rev.  Messrs.  Scott,  Arthur,  and  Gather,  have  met  in  this 
country,  both  from  our  beloved  superintendents,  and  our  hospitable  peo- 
ple. 

All  our  bishops  have  commended  tkem  to  the  fraternal  regards  of  our 
membership,  and  their  cause  to  the  consideration  of  an  enlightened  Prot- 
estant public. 

Every  annual  conference  before  which  they  have  appeared  has 
promptly,  cheerfully,  and  strongly  ^ven  its  commendation  to  their  mis- 
sion, and  every  Church  to  which  they  have  applied  has  received  them 
kindly.  Already  have  forty-three  thousand  dollars  been  subscribed,  and 
we  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  this  amount  can  easily  be  raised  to  one 
hundred  thousand. 

We  look  with  the  deepest  interest  and  sympathy  upon  Irish  Method- 
ists. Were  we  in  your  circumstances,  and  you  in  ours,  we  should  prob- 
ably take  the  liberty  to  draw  upon  you  for  aid  on  the  warrant  of  the 
golden  rule,  and  expect  the  draft  to  be  honored.  We  cannot,  therefore, 
blame  you  for  making  a  check  upon  us,  nor  hesitate  to  cancel  it.  We 
thank  you  for  the  confidence  you  repose  in  us.  You  honor  us ;  and  had 
Providence  given  us  the  gold  as  He  has  to  our  people,  we  would  pour 
it  out  to  your  messengers  as  God  pours  the  streams  at  our  feet. 

We  commend  your  deputation  anew  to  American  Protestantism  gener- 
ally, and  American  Methodism  specially.  Your  effort  is  an  attempt  to 
purifj^  one  of  the  great  fountains  of  our  foreign  population,  and  you  have 
a  claim  upon  all  Protestants,  while  you  have  a  particular  demand  upon 
us,  founded  not  only  upon  our  common  origin  and  common  faith,  but 
upon  the  fact  that  the  very  foundations  of  our  American  Methodist 
Church  were  laid  by  Irishmen,  and  that  a  lai^  portion  of  her  ministry 
and  membership  are  natives  of  your  island. 

We  humbly  trust  that  your  deputation  will  continue  in  this  country 
imtil  the  sum  named  shall  have  been  realized,  although  it  may  detain 
them  for  months  to  come.  It  may  be  the  order  of  Divine  Providence 
that  we  should  derive  largely  of  your  spiritual  gifts,  before  you  derive 
largely  of  our  temporal  gifts. 

It  is  cheering  to  us  to  see  your  grand  connectional  movement :  it  shows 
the  vitality  of  our  doctrines.  Mi^  you  continue  your  efforts,  under  the 
blessing  of  God,  until  your  missionaries  and  schoolmasters  shall  preach 
and  teach  m  every  district,  your  colporteurs  read  the  word  of  God  in 
every  hamlet,  and  your  college  supply  the  educational  wants  of  all  your 
youtii. 

Should  it  be  in  our  power,  at  any  time,  to  aid  you  by  men  or  means, 
in  spreading  Scriptural  holiness  over  your  land,  we  trust  that  you  will 
reaaily  and  confidently  command  us. 
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H. 

ADDRESS  FROM  THE  FRENCH  CONFERENCE. 

Dear  and  Hovorkd  Fatbxrs  and  Brstbbkn  :  Tour  brethren^ "  the 
pastors  and  ministers  of  the  Methodist  section  of  the  Churoh  of  Chiist 
in  France  and  Switzerland/'  gladly  embrace  the  opportunity  of  ^our 
meeting  in  General  Conference,  to  convej  to  you  their  cordial  greetnigs^ 
and  to  confer  with  you  officially,  on  matters  pertaining  to  the  work  of 
God  among  them.  We  are  united  to  you,  not  only  by  the  ties  of  a  com- 
mon faith,  and  of  similar  religious  institutions,  but  likewise  by  the  co- 
operation which  you  have,  by  means  of  your  Missionary  fioanC  so  gen- 
erously afforded  us  in  the  prosecution  of  our  evangelical  labors.  May 
you  be  rewarded  from  on  high,  dear  brethren,  f(Hr  "  the  riches  of  your 
liberality."  To  these  you  have  doubtless  added  your  sympathies  and 
prayers,  and  have  thus  given  to  your  pecuniary  assistance  aa  additSooal 
value  and  efficacy. 

Addressing  you  for  the  first  time,  we  deem  it  right  to  enter  into  some 
details  respecting  our  labors,  our  difficulties,  and  our  prospects. 

It  is  now  full  half  a  century  unce  Methodism  unfurled,  for  the  fin 
time  in  France,  the  banner  of  the  "  glorious  Gospel  of  the  blessed  God.' 
The  beginnings  were  small  indeed,  but  remarkably  well  timed  and  prov- 
idential. In  the  year  1*791,  a  pious  tradesman,  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Society  in  one  of  the  Channel  Islands,  came  on  business  to  a  village 
on  the  coast  of  Normandy.  There  was  in  that  neighborhood  a  smm 
community  of  Protestants,  almost  entirely  deprived,  through  the  awful 
state  of  public  affiurs  in  France,  of  the  services  of  a  minister,  and  of  the 
public  means  of  grace. 

Nevertheless,  uiey  usually  met  among  themselves  on  the  Sabbath  day, 
and  our  friend  gladly  embraced  the  opportunity  of  joining  with  them  m 
their  social  worship.  In  the  afternoon  meeting  he  was  requested,  in  the 
absence  of  the  usual  reader,  to  conduct  the  service,  which  he  did  in  the 
fervent  spirit  of  true  Methodism,  by  simply  relating  his  conversion  to 
God,  exhorting  the  people  to  accept  salvation,  and  praying  with  them. 

From  that  period,  at  the  earnest  request  of  the  little  flock,  preachen 
from  the  Island  of  Guernsey  visited  them  at  stated  intervals,  until  one 
of  their  number  became,  at  length,  a  resident  missionary. 

But  it  was  soon  found  impracticable  to  carry  on  the  work.  Theoagh 
one  of  those  mysterious  dispensations,  with  which  we  have  almost  become 
fan^iliarised  in  France,  and  which  seem,  for  a  time,  to  blast  every  hope 
of  success,  our  preachers  were  obliged  to  retire.  During  the  prolonged 
wars  of  the  republic  and  the  emjpire,  all  attempts  to  spread  the  tni^ 
proved  ineffectual.  Nor  was  it  till  twenty-five  years  afterward,  in  1816, 
on  the  arrival  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Cook  m  France,  that  the  missioii  waa 
finally  reestablished.    This  became^  in  reality,  its  starting  point. 

The  work  soon  beean  to  take  root»  and  to  spread.  Doors  of  useful- 
ness were  suooessively  opened  to  us,  both  in  the  north  and  south  of 
France,  as  well  as  in  Switierland,  and  on  the  frontiars  of  Italy. 


In  the  South  our  missioiiaries  have  been  received  among  the  Protestant 
or  Huffaenot  populationa  in  theTineyards  of  Laoguedoo,  and  the  mount- 
ains of  Dauphiny.  Stations  have  been  established  in  the  Cevennes,  in 
whose  niffged  hills  the  martyred  Protestants  once  found  a  refuge  and  a 
stronghold.  We  have  likewise  penetrated  into  those  distant  and  almost 
inaccessible  valleys  of  the  French  Alps,  where  dwell  the  remains  of  the 
old  Waldensian  Churches ;  and  we  have  visited  their  m<Mre  favored  breth- 
ren, the  Vaudois,  in  the  fertile  valleys  of  Piedmont,  on  the  southern 
declivity  of  the  Alpine  range.  At  a  later  period,  labors  have  been  un- 
dertaken in  the  Island  of  Corsica,  and  on  the  shores  of  the  Mediter* 
nmean  Sea. 

In  the  North  we  have  been  enabled  to  form  stations  among  the  Roman 
Catholic  populations  in  some  important  centers.  Doors  of  usefulness 
have  thus  been  opened  to  us  in  the  provinces  of  Champagne,  of  Nor- 
mandy, Flanders,  and  Auvergne,  and  more  especially  in  the  capital  of 
the  French  empire,  in  Paris. 

The  present  statistics  of  omr  work  are  as  follows :  There  are  under 
the  direction  of  the  French  Conference  one  hundred  and  forty  preaching 
places,  twenty-two  ordained  muiisters  and  probationers,  nine  evangelist^ 
foHy-five  local  preachers,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
members  meeting  in  class,  and  seventy-three  on  trial ;  thirty-three  Sab* 
bath-schools,  in  which  are  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  teachers,  and 
one  Uiousand  six  hundred  and  mz  scholars ;  two  training  schools  for  day- 
sehool  teachers,  containing  about  fifty  soholars. 

The  result  indicated  by  these  figures  may  be,  perhaps,  considered  \xj 
some  of  our  friends  as  a  very  small  return  for  so  many  years'  labor  and  out* 
lay.  But  this  impression  will  vanish  when  they  become  better  acquainted 
with  bur  situation,  and  shall  have  examined  more  fully  the  difficulties  with 
which  we  have  to  cope.     Of  liiese  a  very  brief  enumeratioii  will  suffice. 

Some  of  the  hinderanoes  to  our  outward  pn^ress  arise  ihmi  the  evan- 
gelical strictness  of  our  teachings  and.  Discipline.  The  due  observance 
of  the  Lord's  day,  stated  attendance  on  class-meetinffs,  and  regular  sub- 
seriptions  in  favor  of  the  work  of  God,  are  some  of  we  duties  cheerfully 
complied  with  by  the  members  of  our  societies.  But  they  prove  to  be 
obstacles  to  many  persons  in  a  country  where  the  Sabbath  is  generally 
reserved  for  easy  labor  or  ibr  pleasure,  where  religious  habits  are  neither 
readily  formed,  nor  easily  retained,  where  the  true  spirit  of  sacrifice  is  a 
rarity,  and  the  united  infiuences  of  popery  and  infidelity  have  cast,  as  it 
were,  a  spell  over  the  conscience  and  religious  habits  of  the  people. 
Many,  therefore,  either  stand  altogether  aloof  from  such  Christian  fellow- 
ship as  enforces  duty,  or  else  choose  the  eaoer  path,  and  unite  them* 
selves  to  those  denominations  who  are  less  stringent  than  oura  in  their 
conditions  of  membership. 

Again,  our  work  in  France  has  had  to  go  through  a  preparatory  pro* 
cess.  Bemg  of  foreign  origin,  it  has  had  to  be  first  hnplanted,  and  thea 
naturalixed  on  the  continent.  We  have  had  to  impress  on  our  frienda 
the  value  of  our  institutions,  to  tnun  native  agents  for  their  special  eaU"' 
ings,  to  prepare  our  own  religious  literature,  and  to  provide  places  of 
worship,  by  the  erection  of  which  our  cause  might  more  easily  acquire 
the  confidence  of  the  public  as  to  its  stability  and  permanenoe. 
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We  are  far  from  having  attained  these  Tarioos  objecta.  There  mtt 
legal  difficulties  in  the  way  of  our  buildinff  chapels ;  few  young  men  ia 
our  societies  are  at  all  sufficiently  educated  to  become  preachers  am<»g 
us,  while  various  obstacles  have  prevented  the  publication  of  suitabk 
Methodist  books  in  the  French  language. 

To  these  various  difficulties  teay  be  added  another,  which  is  not,  in 
fact,  the  least.  We  allude  to  the  absence  of  that  full  amount  of  relig- 
ious liberty  which  would  afford  us  access  to  the  masses  of  our  population. 
Our  labors  are,  therefore,  of  necessity,  circumscribed  within  the  limito 
of  comparatively  small  congregations,  for  every  one  of  which  a  special 
authorization  is  invariably  required,  sometimes  refused,  and  easily  with- 
drawn. 

These  various  facts  will  doubtless  explain  our  numerical  weakness, 
will  help  you  to  understand  more  fully  our  situation,  and  to  sustain  ns 
in  our  struggles. 

But  the  success  of  Methodism  in  France  has  not  been  entirely,  nor, 
indeed,  chiefly  confined  to  the  thousand  members  who  statedly  attend 
our  class-meetings.  Having  been  unable  (from  the  various  causes  which 
we  have  enumerated)  to  reap  the  full  fruit  of  our  toils,  the  work 
m  France,  as  a  distinct  ecclesiastical  organization,  reveals  but  a  small 
proportion  of  our  full  success. 

This  success  has  been  conuderable :  it  can  be  said  without  exa^mration, 
that  the  revival  of  the  present  day,  in  France,  is  chiefly  due  to  Method- 
ism. Its  principles  and  labors  have  been  the  means  of  inspiring  new 
life  into  a  slumbering  Protestantism.  It  has  furnished  it  with  some  of 
its  best  pastors,  of  its  most  devoted  and  successful  evangelists.  It  haa 
contributed  to  the  formation  of  new  centers  in  the  midst  of  Roman  Cath- 
olic populations,  and  to  the  establishment  of  the  Bible,  Tract,  and 
Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Societies,  which  now  flourish  in  this  em- 
]Mre.  And  last,  but  not  least,  it  has  been  instrumental  in  the  converaon 
of  thousands  of  immortal  beings.  In  all  these  respects  Methodism  haa 
been  a  blessing  to  France,  so  that  its  withdrawal,  or  the  weakemng  of 
its  influence,  would  undoubtedly,  even  as  to  mere  general  results,  be  one 
of  the  greatest  calamities  which  could  befall  evangelical  religion  in  this 
country. 

We  are,  nevertheless,  convinced  that  our  task  is  not  accomplished ; 
that,  in  reatity,  it  has  only  just  oommenced.  Methodism  will  assuredly 
strike  deeper  root,  and  extend  a  still  wider  influence  throughout  France, 
Switzerland,  and  Italy.  To  this  great  and  holy  work  our  Master  has 
evidentiy  called  us,  by  furnishing  us  with  the  means  of  its  acocMnpUsh- 
ment.  We  hold  those  evangeucal  doctrines  which  portray  a  full, 
free,  and  present  salvation  for  every  individual  of  the  human  race;  we 
are  inspired  with  that  missionary  spuit  which  is  so  well  suited  to  Um 
spread  of  the  truth,  and  to  the  conversion  of  sinners;  our  Church 
organization  is  amply  sufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of  our  conyerts ;  and 
we  haye  friends  who,  even  from  beyond  the  seas,  sustain  and  enooor- 
age  us  in  our  labors.  But  more  especially  we  may  and  do  look  up  to 
the  <*  hills  from  whence  cometh  our  help."  The  God  in  whom  we 
trust  can,  m  a  moment  remove,  the  obstacles  which  appear  inaur- 
mountabK  suui  make  our  way  plain.    He  can,  and  will,  seiid  down  the 
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''healthful  spirit  of  bia  grace,"  and  oause  us  to  triumph,  even  over  the 
greatest  difficulties. 

Until  the  year  1852  the  work  in  France  was  carried  on  at  the  expense 
of  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society,  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
British  Conference.  At  that  period  it  was  newly  organized.  The  mis- 
sionary district  of  France,  of  Switzerland,  was,  therefore,  erected  into  a 
district  conference,  having  the  entire  control  and  management  of  its  own 
affairs ;  but  bein^  still  affiliated  to  the  older  conference.  We  continue 
to  depend  principally  on  the  annual  grant  of  our  benefactors  in 
England  for  the  sustentation  of  our  older  stations,  while  the  help  afford- 
ed by  our  American  friends  is  chiefly  devoted  to  the  extension  of  the 
work. 

We  feel  assured,  dear  and  honored  brethren,  that  the  grant  appor- 
tioned to  our  Conference  by  your  Missionary  Board,  will  not  fail  us. 
Indeed,  it  has  now  become  indispensable ;  some  of  our  most  important 
stations,  those  especially  on  the  Italian  frontiers,  depending  entirely  on 
your  allowance. 

We  likewise  lack  two  important  institutions :  a  Theological  School  for 
the  training  of  our  native  ministry,  and  a  Book  Society,  for  publishing 
in  French  and  Italian  a  religious  literature,  purely  Methodistical.  Our 
cause  on  the  continent  will  not  be  placed  on  a  firm  basis  until  these  two 
indispensable  auxiliaries  to  our  work  shall  have  been  established 
among  us. 

We  had  entertained  the  hope  thi^t  this  address  would  have  been 
handed  you  by  the  Preddent  of  our  Conference,  the  venerated  Dr.  Cook, 
who  had  been  appointed  at  our  late  session,  held  in  Paris  last  Septem- 
ber, as  our  representative  to  your  venerable  assembly.  The  duties  of 
his  ministry  among  us  deprive  him,  however,  of  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
you  in  person.  Accept,  therefore,  honored  fathers  and  brethren,  in 
their  present  imperfect  form,  the  cordial  greetings  of  your  brethren  in 
France,  Switzerland,  and  Italy.  They  have  heard  tell  of  the  glorious 
progress  of  that  great  work,  which  la  confided  to  your  pastoral  over- 
sight, and  it  creates  in  them  a  just  cause  of  glorying  in  the  Lord,  and 
of  devout  thankfulness  to  his  holy  name.  Accept,  Hkewise,  our  most 
earnest  wishes,  and  most  fervent  prayers,  that  the  blessing  of  God  may 
abundantly  rest  on  your  persons,  your  families,  your  Churches,  and  your 
country,  as  well  as  on  the  momentous  proceedings  of  your  present  im- 
portant session. 

Should  you,  at  any  time,  think  it  proper  to  appoint  a  representative 
to  our  Conference,  be  assured  that  it  will  be  considered  as  an  honor 
conferred  on  us  ;  and  that  a  most  cordial  reception  woxild  await  him  on 
the  French  territory. 

We  have  been  exceedingly  happy  to  see  at  our  late  Conference  the 
Rev.  Abel  Stevens,  of  New- York.  We  were  greatly  pleased  and  profit- 
ed by  our  intercourse  with  him,  and  it  has  increased  our  desire  that 
this  first  interview  with  brethren  from  beyond  the  Atlantic  may  not  be 
the  last. 

Meanwhile,  we  feel  assured  that  neither  the  ocean  that  rolls  between, 
nor  the  difference  of  language  or  of  country,  can  separate  those  whom 
Christ  unites  in  ojie.    Strong  in  this  sacred  unity,  and  in  entire  obe- 
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dience  to  our  adorable  Head,  may  we,  each  and  all  of  us,  labor  u 
daunted  and  untired,  even  nnto  tbe  end. 

For,  and  in  behalf  of,  the  French  Conference. 

Hbkrt  Db  Jkbsxt,  Secretarif. 
Matthbw  Galubnvb,  Lukb  Pulbfobo,  Suh-seeretarUe. 

NiSMBs,  South  of  F&amob»  April  5, 1666. 


I. 

BEPLT  TO  THE  ADDRESS  FROM  THE  FRENCH  COITFERENCE. 

To  the  Paetore  and  Ministers  of  the  Methodist  Section  of  the  Church 
of  Christ  in  France  and  Switterland  : 

Dbar  and  Honorbb  Brethrbk  :  Tour  brethren,  the  bishops  and 
ministers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  represented  in  their  Gen- 
eral Conference,  in  Indianapolis,  embrace  the  opportunity  afforded  them, 
m  acknowledging  your  excellent  Address,  conveying  to  them  your  cor- 
dial greetings,  to  express  to  you  their  warmest  Chmtian  salutations. 
This  18  especially  agreeable  to  them  at  the  present  time,  as  they  ardently 
hope  and  trust  the  formal  interchange  of  brotherly  feelings  and  sympa- 
thies, now  introduced  between  the  Methodist  Section  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  France  and  Switzerland,  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  the  United  States,  will  be  repeated  and  continued  in  all  coming  time. 

We  have  read  with  much  mterest  the  History  of  the  Introduction  of 
Methodism  into  France,  and  its  subseouent  progress ;  and  we  cherish 
the  hope  that  the  work,  so  providentially  begun  and  so  faithfuUy  fos- 
tered, will  increase  in  extent  and  power. 

You  speak,  dearly  beloved  brethren,  of  your  work  thus  far  as  "  pre- 
paratory," and  beset  with  numerous  difficulties.  So  we  understand  it 
but  as  light  increases,  and  the  principles  on  which  a  just  and  permanent 
government  is  based  are  better  understood,  your  circumstances  in  this 
particular  wiU  change.  The  obstacles  to  your  success  will,  one  after 
another,  be  removed,  as  the  feara  of  those  in  authority  subside,  and 
they  begin  to  see  that  what  the  masses  most  need  to  mute  them  loyal, 
industrious,  and  virtuous,  is  the  Gospel  of  the  Son  of  God  in  its  purity 
and  simplicity. 

Free  as  we  are,  in  this  country,  to  meet  together  when  and  where  we 
choose  to  worship  God,  to  preach  the  Gospel,  to  organize  Sabbath 
schools,  to  disseminate  tracts,  periodicals,  and  books,  and  to  establish 
Churches,  we  sympathize  with  you  in  the  disabilities  under  which  yoa 
are  placed  by  your  government ;  and  while,  as  faithful  Christian  sub- 
jects, you  "  submit  yourselves  to  every  ordinance  of  man  for  the  Lord's 
sake,"  you  may,  nevertheless,  pray — and  we  join  you  in  the  pmyer — 
that  God  will  dispose  those  who  are  in  authority,  as  they  witness  your 
exemplary  lives  and  pious  seal,  to  throw  around  you  that  protectioQ 
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which  will  enable  you  to  prosecute,  without  molestation  or  fear,  your 
godly  work. 

We  rejoice  to  recognize  you  as  brethren  beloved,  one  with  us  in  the 
doctrines  of  our  holy  religion,  and  in  all  that  is  essential  to  constitute 
you  a  branch  of  the  great  Methoflist  family.  And,  so  long  as  you 
"  walk  by  the  same  rule,  and  mind  the  same  thing,''  we  shall  continue 
to  cherish  a  lively  regard  for  whatever  pertains  to  your  welfare  on  earth 
and  your  final  salvation  in  heaven.  With  these  views  and  feelings,  thus 
freely  expressed,  we  rejoice  also  in  the  measure  of  success  you  h^ve  had 
in  the  work  of  your  Divine  Lord  and  Master.  And  we  desire  and  pray 
that  your  godly  zeal  may  be  crowned  with  still  more  abundant  success. 

During  the  last  four  years  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  has  grant- 
ed us  much  prosperity  in  both  the  home  and  foreign  work.  We  have 
now  five  thousand  four  hundred  and  eight  (5,408)  traveling  preachers, 
six  thousand  six  hundred  and  ten  (6,610)  local  preachers,  and  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-one  (799,431) 
members  and  probationers.  Our  net  increase,  for  the  last  four  years,  is 
nine  hundred  and  fifty-eight  (958)  traveling  preachers,  nine  hundred 
and  ten  (910)  local  preachers,  and  seventy-seven  thousand  six  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  (77,627)  members  and  probationers.  In  view  of  the 
ip^atness  of  the  work  accomplbhed,  and  the  weakness  of  the  human 
instrumentality  employed,  we  are  constrained  to  say,  Gon  hath 
wrought  it 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  t)iat  the  aid  which  our  Missionary  Society 
affords  you  has  enabled  you  to  extend  your  missionary  work  ;  and  we 
have  confidence  that  our  Board  will  continue  to  assist  you  as  long  as 
they  have  ability  to  do  so,  and  are  assured  of  the  faithful  and  useful 
appropriations  of  the  funds  they  place  at  your  disposal. 

We  regret  that  circumstances,  requiring  his  presence  at  home,  have 
deprived  us  of  the  pleasure  of  receiving,  in  person,  your  honored  presi- 
dent, the  Rev.  Dr.  Cook.  We  hope  he  may  be  long  spared  to  labor 
for  the  promotion  of  Methodism  in  France. 

And  now,  dear  and  honored  brethren,  we  commend  you  and  the  be- 
loved members  of  your  Church  in  France  and  Switzerland,  "  to  God 
and  the  word  of  his  grace.'*  Devoutly  do  we  thank  Him  for  his  good 
hand  upon  you  thus  far,  and  earnestly  do  we  pray  that  all  grace  and 
mercy  may  abound  unto  you.  Let  us  hear  from  you  again  by  address, 
and  also  by  a  messenger,  if  it  is  your  pleasure  to  send  one  to  us ;  and 
be  assured  that  he  wiU  meet  with  a  cordial  reception ;  and  we  shall  be 
happy  to  reciprocate  your  Christian  courtesy  and  fraternal  Christian 
greetings. 
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J. 

ADDRESS  FROM  THE  C0N6RE6ATI0NAI  UBIOH  OP  EN6UND  AM) 

WALES. 

To  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  the  Norlktm  States  cf  America: 

COKOEBQATIONAL  LiBEAST,  BlA01inELI>«rBEIT,   FiNSBUBT,  I 

London,  January  29, 1856.  \ 
Dear  and  Honored  Brethren  :  We  are  encouraged  to  address  you 
in  our  corporate  capacity  as  the  Committee  of  the  Congregational 
Union  of  England  and  Wales,  on  a  subject  of  great  interest  and  im- 
portance to  the  Churches  we  represent,  by  a  remembrance  of  the  fact 
that  one  of  the  objects  contemplated  in  the  formation  of  our  Union  was 
to  establish  fraternal  correspondence  with  Congregational  Churches  and 
other  bodies  of  Christians  throughout  the  world  ;  and  that,  in  pursuance 
of  this  design,  the  Assembly  of  the  Union  and  its  executive  have  on 
several  occasions  addressed  letters  to  the  Congregational  and  other 
Churches  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  on  one  occasion  sent 
two  of  their  brethren  as  delegates  to  visit  you,  while  they  have  in  re- 
turn cheerfully  received  representatives  from  your  various  ecclesiastical 
bodies,  and  have  been  favored  with  fraternal  epistles  of  great  value 
from  many  of  your  annual  firatherings.  We  believe  that  in  various 
ways  the  interchange  of  sentiment  and  Christian  feeling  thus  effected 
has  been  of  great  value,  and  we  shall  be  happy,  as  occasion  arises, 
from  time  to  time,  to  aid  in  the  maintenance  of  such  correspondence. 

It  has  been  with  great  concern  that  we,  in  common  with  an  over- 
whelming majority  of  our  fellow-countrymen,  have  witnessed  the  spring- 
ing up  of  anything  approaching  to  a  misimderstanding  between  the 
government  of  Great  Britain  and  that  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  have  been  compelled  to  listen  to  rumors  of  possible  contentions  be-  - 
tween  the  two  nations.  We  are  devoutly  thankful  to  the  God  of  peace 
that  there  is  now  reason  to  believe  that  the  apprehensions,  whether  well 
or  ill  founded,  which  were  thus  entertained,  will  not  be  realized,  and  that» 
on  the  contrary,  there  is  ample  encouraging  ground  of  hope  for  con- 
cluding that  the  amicable  relations  which  have  been  so  long  maintamed 
between  the  two  countries  will  continue  undisturbed.  Still  we  think  that 
the  present  occasion,  while  calling  us  to  congratulation  and  praise,  ia 
one  which  should  urge  us  to-do  all  that  we  can  to  promote  and  perpet- 
uate the  concord  now  happily  existing. 

Without  propounding  any  theory  on  the  unlawfulness  of  war  in  the 
abstract,  we  hold  that  its  inevitable  disadvantages  to  nations  are  so  great, 
and  its  calamities  to  individuals  so  awful,  that  Christian  men  and  Chris- 
tian Churches  are  most  legitimately  employing  their  influences  when 
they  exert  it  in  favor  of  peace.  Recogmzing  the  unity  of  the  human 
race,  and  the  consequent  brotherhood  of  mankind,  descended  from  the 
one  great  Parent,  and  redeemed  by  the  one  only  Saviour,  we  would 
earnestly  deprecate  an  appeal  to  arms  in  every  case  in  which  it  can  be 
avoided,  and  would  seek  by  all  honorable  and  Christian  means  to  : 
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tain  the  peace  of  the  whole  world ;  but  we  feel  that,  m  addition  to  these 
general  considerations,  there  are  special  motives  which  nrge  ns  to  colti- 
Tate  strong  and  peculiar  affection  to  the  people  of  your  knd.  For  the 
most  part  they  speak  our  language,  and  retain  a  love  for  many  of  our 
social  habits.  You,  beloved  brethren,  have  sprung  with  us  from  a  com- 
mon ancestry.  Your  fathers  left  our  shores  from  necessity,  in  search  of 
liberty  to  worship  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
having  happily  secured  that  boon  for  themselves,  bequeathed  the  l^acy 
of  religious  freedom  to  you  and  your  children.  You  have  many  of  our 
best  civil  institutions  incorporated  with  yours ;  you  possess  a  literature 
of  varied  and  growing  worth,  which  we  appreciate  and  enjoy ;  you  hold 
with  us  the  great  principles  of  Protestant  evangelical  truth,  and  you  are 
strenuously  laboring,  as  we  are,  to  spread  the  Gospel  in  heathen  and 
other  lands.  The  alienation  of  two  such  countries,  even  for  a  time, 
would  be  an  incalculable  calamity.  Their  hostility  would  be  a  spectacle 
over  which  angels  might  weep,  and  demons  triumph.  The  memory  of 
the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  the  bond  of  a  no  very  remote  common  origin ;  the 
ties  of  a  common  Christianity,  and  the  love  of  an  adorable  Saviour,  all 
give  weight  to  the  apostolic  mj  unction  to  endeavor  to  keep  the  unity 
of  the  Spirit  m  the  bonds  of  peace. 

Without  unsuitably  interfering  in  political  affairs,  we  beUeve  that 
Christian  Churches,  in  their  separate  and  associate  capacity,  can  most 
effectually  influence  and  mold  public  opinion  on  moral  and  social  ques- 
tions such  as  the  one  we  now  venture  to  present  to  your  attention. 
Cheerfully  undertaking  for  ourselves  to  exert  our  utmost  ability  to  per- 
petuate kind  and  brotherly  feelings  between  the  people  of  our  country 
and  of  America,  we  feel  assured  that  you,  sympathizing  with  our 
views  and  emotions,  will  earnestly  aid  our  endeavors  to  promote  this 
momentous  object.  The  mere  mention  of  the  subject  will  awaken  in  all 
Christian  hearts  a  conmtion  of  its  importance.  In  the  social  circles  of 
life,  in  your  sanctuaries  of  worship,  through  your  periodical  literature, 
and  through  other  approved  channels,  you  wUl  employ  your  holy  influ- 
ence for  the  maintenance  of  peace.  In  all  such  efforts  we  will  join  you, 
and  at  the  throne  of  our  heavenly  Father  we  will  mutually  supplicate 
his  blessing  on  the  peace  makers,  and  on  the  things  which  make  for 
peace,  and  pray  for  the  time  when  war  shall  be  no  more. 

Thankfully  recognising  the  large  amount  of  good  which  God  has 
made  you  the  honored  means  of  effecting  in  the  world  by  the  agency  of 
your  voluntary  Christian  endeavors,  and  praying  that  all  peace  and  pros- 
perity may  increasingly  abound  in  your  Churches,  we  have  respectfully 
to  request  that  you  may  adopt  such  means  as  to  you  may  appear 
desirable  for  bringing  tms  letter  under  the  notice  of  the  denomination 
or  Churches  with  which  you  are  connected,  and  remain,  dear  and  honored 
brethren,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  the  Congregational  Union  of 
England  and  Wales,  yours  faithfully, 

Robert  Hallt,  Chairman. 

Benjamin  Hanburt,  Treaturtr. 
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REPLY  TO  THE  ADDRESS  FROM  THE  CONGREGATIONAL  UNION  OF 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 

Dear  Brstbrkn:  Your  commumcaticn,  bearing  date  January  29, 
1856,  was  duly  received  by  our  General  Conference,  which  convened  in 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  May  1st,  1866. 

Responding,  as  we  do,  with  great  cordiality,  to  the  excellent  sentiments 
of  your  address,  we  assure  you  that  we  were  much  encouraged  by  your 
fraternal  letter,  to  hope  that  the  day  was  rapidly  approaching  when  the 
honest  differences  which  may  exist  among  Christians  will  not  prevent  the 
fellowship  of  those  who  hold  the  "unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of 
peace."  If  the  disciples  were  "  glad  when  they  saw  the  Lord,"  then, 
surely,  all  Christians  may  rejoice  when  they  see  such  exemplifications 
of  his  spirit  as  your  letter  affords. 

Various  considerations  render  your  communication  grateful  to  our 
feelings.  Representing  a  people  who  have  no  denominational  ties  unit- 
ing them  to  our  own  communion,  you  have  crossed  over  the  ordinary 
line  of  separation,  and,  constrained  by  the  love  of  Christ,  have  tendered 
us  your  warmest  Christian  salutations,  thus  ^ving  us  a  lovely  illustra- 
tion of  the  sacred  tmth,  that  "  he  who  loveth  God,  loveth  his  brother 
also."  This  is  the  union  for  which  the  Saviour  prayed,  and  for  the 
consummation  of  which  all  Christians  should  most  fervently  pray.  Your 
message  of  Christian  affection  is  no  less  interesting  when  we  remember 
that  the  particular  sphere  of  your  ecclesiastical  operations  is  remote 
from  our  own.  A  mighty  ocean  rolls  between  us,  yet  your  Christian 
sympathy,  which  many  waters  cannot  quench,  reaches  to  these  landB» 
and  in  spirit  we  are  permitted  to  hail  you  as  "  brethren  beloved."  It  is 
the  diffusion  of  this  spirit,  which  is  ultimately  to  draw  all  men  unto  him, 
bj'  whom  the  whole  **  family  of  God  is  named." 

The  countries  which  you  represent,  England  and  Wales,  are  endeared 
to  all  Protestants,  by  the  recollection  of  their  struggles  m  the  mamte- 
nance  of  the  great  principles  of  the  Reformation.  In  support  of  these 
principles,  and  in  efforts  to  promote  the  evangelization  of  the  world,  we 
feel  that  one  object  is  before  us,  and  trust  that  one  destiny  awaits  us. 

You  have  aUuded,  with  deep  emotion,  to  the  mdications  which  existed 
some  time  since,  of  an  interruption  of  the  peaceful  relations  which  have 
heretofore  held  in  friendly  intercourse  the  ffovemments  of  our  respective 
countries.  Similar  solicitude  has  pervaded  our  own  country.  No  less 
than  yourselves  should  we  deprecate  any  unsettling  of  that  peace  which 
is  so  closely  blended  with  the  happiness  of  our  respective  nations. 

Though  there  are  some  causes  still  existing  to  excite,  in  some  slight 
degree,  these  disconcerting  apprehensions,  let  us  not  doubt  that  they 
wiU  be  so  adjusted  as  to  render  more  firm  our  mutivU  regard  as  Christian 
nations.  To  effect  this,  let  all  Christians  unite  in  the  work  of  "the 
peace  maker,"  and  the  prayer  of  love. 

At  the  date  of  your  letter,  the  war  in  which  your  country  was  involredt 
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had  not  entirely  ceased.  To  the  political  aspects  of  that  war  it  would 
not  be  proper  for  ua  to  refer,  nor  have  we  any  desire  so  to  do ;  yet  we 
cannot  refrain  from  congratulating  you  that  your  warfare  is  over,  and 
that  your  land  once  more  reposes  under  the  reign  of  the  *'  Prince  of 
Peace/'  Long  may  that  repose  remain  unbroken,  and  may  your  prayers 
blend  with  ours,  that  our  endeared  countries  may  more  and  more  ezem* 
plify  the  beauties  of  that  charity  which  seeks  to^ve  the  world  an  open 
Bible,  and  to  bring  all  into  the  brotherhood  of  Cnrist. 


L 

EEPORT  OF  THE  BOOK  AGENTS  AT  NEW-TOBK  TO  THE  GENERAL 
CONFERENCE  OF  1856. 

To  the  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  GenercU  Conference : 

'  Dear  Brbthrbn  :  In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  Discipline 
of  the  Church,  we  beg  leave  respectfully  to  present  our  quadrennial 
report  of  the  condition  of  the  Book  Concern. 

In  submitting  this  report,  we  not  only  feel  called  upon  to  recognize 
our  obligations,  but  to  express  our  grateful  thanks  to  God,  the  Father 
of  all  mercies,  for  hb  kind  providence  toward  us  during  the  period 
which  has  elapsed  since  the  last  session  of  the  Qeneral  Conference. 
Dc^th  has  but  once  invaded  this  department  of  the  Church  during  our 
agency.  Our  entire  Zion  has,  with  us,  recently  been  called  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  the  venerable  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Bokd,  Editor  of  the  Christian 
Advocate  and  Journal.  Though  he  had  so  nearly  completed  the  work 
assigned  him,  as  an  officer  of  the  General  Conference,  and  it  would 
seem  as  though  his  long  and  useful  life  had  been  providentially  spared ; 
yet,  ere  the  last  month  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected  had  come, 
full  of  years  and  ripe  for  heaven,  he  was  summoned  away  from  the 
toils  he  loved  and  the  conflicts  he  shunned  not,  as  a  defender  of  the 
Church,  to  the  rest  and  enjoyment  of  the  general  assembly  and  Church 
of  the  first-bom  m  heaven.  "  Though  dead,  he  yet  speaketh ;"  and 
his  works  and  words  will  live,  as  the  rich  and  enduring  inheritance  of 
our  Zion,  in  all  coming  time.  More  than  this,  in  regard  to  the  death  of 
our  venerable  brother,  we  need  not  say ;  less  than  this,  as  a  just  tribute 
to  departed  worth  and  greatness,  we  could  not  say. 

CHUBGHStriT. 

Your  Agents  have  the  pleasure  to  report  the  long  and  vexed  ques- 
tion in  dispute  between  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  South,  about  the  division  of  the  property  of  the 
Book  Concern,  amicably  settled ;  and  from  your  commissioners  you  will 
doubtle^,  in  due  time>  receive  a  full  report. 
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CALIFORNIA  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  General  Conference,  it  was 

*'  Resolved,  That  a  weekly  paper,  to  be  denominated  the  Califomia 
Christian  Advocate,  be  established  in  San  Francisco,  under  the  patron- 
age and  control  of  the  General  Conference ;  and  that  the  Conference 
accept  the  paper  of  that  name  now  published  in  San  Francisco  as  the 
nucleus  of  the  enterprise." 

Subsequently  to  this  action  the  following  resolution  was  passed  : 

"  Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  a  Publishing  Committee,  consisting  of 
five  members  to  be  selected  by  the  Califomia  Annual  Conference  and 
one  from  the  Oregon  Annual  Conference,  whose  duties  shall  be  similar 
to  those  of  the  Book  Committees  at  New-York  and  Cincinnati,  so  far 
as  they  may  be  applicable  to  the  establishment." 

Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  General  Conference,  and  before 
any  publishing  committee  had  been  appointed,  and  even  prior  to  the 
organization  of  the  conferences  contemplated  in  the  action,  whose  proT- 
ince  it  was  to  accept  the  terms  of  the  transfer  of  the  paper,  a  draft  for 
$2,591  06  was  made  upon  your  Agents  by  D.  L.  Ross,  chairman  of 
the  publishing  association.  This  being  a  much  larger  amount  than  had 
been  represented  as. the  indebtedness  of  the  paper,  and  being  drawn  at 
the  time  and  under  the  circumstances  it  was,  your  Agents  were  induced 
to  examine  into  the  action  of  the  General  Conference  in  relation  to  the 
subject.  In  that  action  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  not  so  much  as  an 
allusion  to  the  aforesaid  parUes.  Under  the  circumstances,  the  whole 
subject  was  laid  before  your  attorney  in  the  suit  then  pending  between  ' 
the  Book  Concern  and  the  commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  The  attorney,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  whole 
matter,  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  General  Conference  had  failed 
to  give  your  Agents  any  authority  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Califorma 
Christian  Advocate,  or  to  make  any  appropriation  of  funds  to  aid  in  its 
publication.  And  he  further  gave  it  as  his  jndffment,  that  they  would 
not  only  make  themselves  personally  responsible,  if  they  honored  the 
above  draft,  but  the  Court  would  be  very  likely  to  grant  an  injunction^ 
which  had  already  been  applied  for  by  the  prosecuting  attorney,  and 
thus  very  much  embarrass  your  Agents,  if  not  suspend,  for  a  time,  the 
operations  of  the  Concern.  In  accordance  with  this  advice,  the  draft 
was  returned  unpaid  and  protested. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1852,  Rey.  Messrs.  Isaac  Owen  and  John  D. 
Blain  drew  on  the  Rev.  T.  Carlton,  Treasurer  of  the  Missionary  Societf 
of  the  M.  £.  Church,  for  the  sum  of  $3,000,  adding,  in  their  accompa- 
nying letter,  that  if  the  draft  was  honored  they  could  go  on  with  the 
paper.  After  mutual  consultation  with  the  officers  of  the  Board,  it  was 
finally  agreed  to  pay  the  amount,  provided  the  bishop  having  chai^ 
of  the  Califomia  work,  would  make  a  draft  to  that  effect  This  was 
done,  and  the  money  was  paid. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  1853,  your  Agents  received  another  draft, 
drawn  by  the  agent  of  the  California  Christian  Advocate,  for  the  anm 
of  $2,006,  which  was  represented  by  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
GaUfomia  Conference  to  be  the  whole  of  its  indebtedness  at  that  time ; 
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the  eommittee  conaisted  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Taylor,  Owen,  Blain,  and 
Stratton.  Your  Agents  were  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  do  with  this 
draft.  The  suit  with  the  South  had  not  yet  been  settled ;  and  they 
had  been  forced,  by  circumstances  over  which  they  had  no  control,  to 
borrow  large  sums  of  money  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
the  Concern,  and  to  meet  the  liabilities  which  were  falling  due.  In 
addition  to  adl  this,  the  General  Conference  had  given  them  no  author- 
ity to  make  such  payments.  Nevertheless,  being  desirous  to  aid  the 
California  brethren  m  their  embarrassment,  and  place  them  in  a  position 
in  which  they  might  go  on  with  the  California  paper,  without  making 
any  further  demands  on  the  Book  Concern ;  and  believing  that  the  ab- 
sence of  a  grant  of  authority  on  the  part  of  the  General  Conference 
was  an  omission  not  desicrned,  your  Agents  ventured,  on  their  own  re- 
sponsibility, to  pay  the  said  draft  of  $2,005  ;  and  not  until  the  final  set* 
tfement  with  the  Church,  South,  was  it  charged  to  the  Concern. 

In  the  communication  forwarded  with  the  above  draft,  the  Rev.  W. 
Taylor  says :  "  We  think  the  paper  this  year  will  be  self-supporting ; 
and  if  not,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  our  conference,  at  its  next  session,  to 
wind  it  up,  as  per  Discipline." 

Thus  things  continued  until  February  the  8th,  1864,  when  the  Pub- 
lishing Committee  reported  the  paper  failing  to  meet  its  expenses  by 
$4,116  ;  and  a  draft  was  made  on  your  Agents  for  the  amount.  The 
same  committee  stated,  that  they  would  be  unable  to  proceed  with  the 
publication  of  the  paper  without  an  additional  advance  from  your  Agents 
of  the  sum  of  $5,884,  making  a  total  of  $10,000.  ' 

Tour  Book  Committee  was  called  together ;  and  all  the  documents 
pertaining  to  the  subject  were  placed  in  their  hands  for  examination  and 
deliberation.  As  the  result  of  their  careful  and  mature  deliberation^ 
we  present  the  following,  as  the  resolutions  passed  by  that  body  : 

"  1.  The  repeated  assurances  which  have  been  given  to  the  Agents, 
that,  on  conditions  which  they  have  met  with  all  reasonable  prompt- 
ness, the  paper  would  be  able  to  support  itself,  and  upon  failing  to  do 
80  it  would  be  discontinued ;  and  from  the  latest  reports  of  the  Pub- 
lishing Committee,  the  support  of  the  paper,  from  its  own  income, 
appears  to  be  more  doubtful  than  ever,  the  committee  believe  it  wholly 
inexpedient  to  continue  its  publication  as  a  General  Conference  paper. 

"  2.  The  Agents  are,  therefore,  advised  not  to  advance  the  $10,000 
desired  by  the  Publishing  Committee." 

Actii^  in  accordance  with  the  above  advice,  we  furnished  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publication  of  the  California  Christian  Advocate  a  copy  of 
the  same;  and  stated  in  our  accompanying  communication  that  the 
Agents  held  themselves  responsible  for  the  present  liabilities,  and  when 
the  accounts  were  properly  adjusted,  as  provided  for  in  the  Discipline^ 
they  would  be  paia. 

The  paper,  by  resolution  of  the  California  Conference,  was  discontin- 
ued ;  and  your  Agents  piud  off  all  its  debts,  amounting  to  $4,116,  for 
which  theytook  a  receipt  from  the  a^nt,  showing  payment  in  full  for 
all  demands  growing  out  of  the  publication  of  the  California  Christiaa 
Advocate.  The  whole  amount  paid  by  the  Concern,  and  the  *" 
aiy  Society,  for  the  publication  of  sud  paper,  was  $9,121. 
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BOOK  DEPOSITOET  IN  CALIFORNIA. 

Your  Agents  were  instracted,  by  the  action  of  the  last  General  Con- 
ference, to  establish  a  Depository  in  San  Francisco,  California.  Ac« 
eordingly,  with  all  "  reasonable  promptitude  and  dispatch/'  which  the 
impoi-tance  of  the  enterprise  demanded,  they  proceeded  to  take  the 
necessary  preliminary  steps  for  carrying  out  its  instructions.  Inquiries 
were  immediately  instituted  as  to  the  price  of  rents,  clerk  hire,  &c, ; 
and  also  as  to  the  cost  of  ground  and  price  of  building,  as  well  as  the 
probable  amount  of  books  that  could  be  sold.  This  information  wis 
sought  from  the  most  reliable  sources;  and.  after  thorough  mvestiga- 
tion  of  all  the  facts  in  the  case — both  in  reference  to  the  enterprise  in 
California  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  Concern — we  were  brought 
to  a  deliberate  conviction  that  the  instructions  of  the  Oeneral  Conference 
could  not  be  carried  out  without  a  great  loss  to  the  Concern.  This 
conclusion  was  not,  however,  arrived  at  without  a  consultation  with  our 
constitutional  advisers,  who,  after  being  put  in  possession  of  all  the  facta 
in  the  case,  gave  it  as  their  deliberate  judgment  that  the  General  Con- 
ference would,  under  the  circumstances,  exonerate  its  Agents  from  any 
blame  for  not  establishing  a  Depo^tory  in  San  Francisco. 

The  Book  Committee,  however,  advised  that  arrangements  be  madey 
if  practicable,  by  which  a  supply  of  our  1)00103  should  be  kept  on  sale 
in  that  city.  Accordingly,  as  soon  as  it  could  be  effected,  we  made  a 
contract  with  a  firm  engaged  in  the  book  business ;  and,  through  that 
house,  a  good  supply  of  our  publications  are  kept  on  sale,  and  at  as 
good  rates  as  they  could  be  sold  by  a  Depository,  unless  it  should  be 
at  a  sacrifice  to  the  Concern. 

We  have  thus  presented  a  simple  statement  of  the  facts  m  relation  to 
the  California  Christian  Advocate,  and  Depositoiy;  and  respectfully 
submit  them  to  your  judgment. 

CHANGES  IN  REAL  ESTATE. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  General  Conference,  your  Agents  were  in- 
structed to  dispose  of  the  real  estate  belonging  to  the  Concern,  situated 
in  Crosby -street,  whenever  a  favorable  opportunity  for  effecting  its  sale 
should  present  itself.  The  property  consisted  of  four  houses  on  leased 
lots.  Such  was  the  unfavorableness  of  the  location,  and  the  condition 
of  the  property,  that,  though  the  Book  Agents  had  been  instructed  at 
a  previous  Conference  to  dispose  of  said  property,  a  sale  could  not  be 
effected,  and  the  consequence  was  that  it  had  been  in  the  market  for 
several  years.  The  object  in  securing  a  sale  was  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  more  suitable  houses  in  a  better  locality.  At  length,  on  the 
1st  of  February,  1853,  an  offer  was  made,  which  was  accepted,  after 
due  deliberation  and  consultation  with  the  Book  Committee ;  and  the 
contract  was  closed  for  the  sum  of  $13,000. 

At  the  Ume  of  the  sale  it  was  thought  advisable  to  erect  houses  on 
▼acant  ground  belon^;ing  to  the  Concern,  in  Mulberry-street ;  but  ao 
rapidly  and  extensive^  was  the  business  increasing,  and  so  much  wore 
your  Agents  pressed  for  want  of  room  in  the  establishment^  to  enable 
them  to  carry  on  the  busmess  sucoessfully,  that  the  idea  was  aban* 
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doned,  and  the  grounds  reseryed  for  Uie  future  enlargement  of  tlie 
Concern,  which  must  be  attended  to  at  no  very  distant  day. 

Instead  of  building,  as  was  contemplated  at  first,  it  was  ascertained^ 
after  careful  examination,  that  it  would  be  much  cheaper  and  better  ta 
pnrchaae  property  already  improved.  Accordingly,  a  house  and  lot  was 
purchased  on  Sixth-street,  for  the  sum  of  $9,000,  and  another  on  Sev- 
enth-street, for  the  sum  of  $9,500.  This  property  is  quite  accessible  to 
the  Book  Concern,  and  is  situated  in  a  desirable  part  of  the  city.  Its 
value  is  increasing  every  year,  and  could  now  be  sold  at  a  considerable 
advance  on  the  oriprinal  cost. 

In  connection  with  this,  your  Agents  have  been  under  the  necessity 
of  expending  several  thousand  dollars  in  repairs  of  the  buildings  of  the 
Book  Concern ;  repairs  demanded,  not  only  for  preservation,  bat  to  iar 
cilitate  the  business  in  the  various  departments. 

NEW  MAGHINERT. 

The  increase  of  business  has  been  such  as  to  render  it  necessary  for 
your  Agents  to  purchase  a  large  amount  of  machinery,  all  of  which  has 
been  of  the  latest  and  most  improved  kind. 

To  the  printing  department  have  been  added  five  Adams  &  Co.'s 
best  power  presses,  at  a  cost  of  $7,798  69.  There  has  also  been  pur- 
chased one  of  Hoe  <fe  Co.'s  hydraulic  presses,  of  six  hundred  tons 
pressure,  the  price  of  which  was  $1,517  45. 

For  the  bindery  there  have  been  procured  one  cutting  machine,  at  a 
cost  of  $400  ;  three  backing  machines,  at  a  cost  of  $350 ;  three  stand- 
ing presses,  at  a  cost  of  $400 ;  four  embossing  presses,  at  a  cost  of 
$1,000  ;  and  embossing  stamps,  rolls,  dies,  ifec,  costing  $2,000. 

Within  the  past  year  electrotyping  has  been  introduced  into  the 
Concern,  by  which  plates  and  cuts  are  cast  with  copper  face,  adding 
very  much  to  their  durability,  as  well  as  to  the  convenience  of  multi- 
plying engravings,  and  the  perfection  of  printing ;  and  the  short  expe- 
rience your  Agents  have  had,  has  convinced  them  that  this  is  far 
preferable,  for  many  kinds  of  work,  to  the  old  mode  of  stereotyping. 
This  improvement  has  been  made  at  a  cost  of  only  about  $400.  Total 
for  new  machineiy,  $14,466  14. 

PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Tour  Agents  deeply  regret  that  they  are  under  the  necessity  of  re- 
portmg  a  loss  upon  all  the  periodicals  published  by  the  Concern,  except 
the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal. 

The  following  shows  the  cost  and  receipts  of  each  for  the  last  four 
years,  together  with  the  average  number  of  subscribers  : 

Charuiian  Advocate  and  Journal. 

Aversffe  namber  of  aobscribers 29,875 

Cost  of  publication « $124,749  SS 

Beceipts 141,781  67 

Ph)Afti....  $16,988  45 
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AUrertge  dreoUUioa 15,875 

KEptMM «9S^5  61 

H^tioipto «9,847  93 

Jjom  ....  tlUlT  it 

Arenge  dreakrtum ^ 8,7S1 

EScpeiuei 9l7,S3e  06 

BMetpto 10,975  94 

LoM....  $6,160  14 

Ejcpenset  over  receipu  on  Nadonal  Kagasine,  Qnar- 

teily  lUriew,  and  Sandar  School  Advocate 643,512  40 

Dedaet  the  profits  on  the  Advocate  and  Journal .. .  16,982  45 

Balance  oCexpensea  over  noeipti  on  all  the  period- 
jeala 626,529  95 

.^In  the  above  e8timate6  of  cost,  the  compoation,  siereotyping,  prees- 
work,  ^,  are  calculated  at  the  usual  master's  prices ;  prices  which  we 
sl^uld  haye  to  pay  if  the  work  was  done  out  of  the  house. 

>^t  is  but  just  to  ourselves,  and  to  others  specially  interested*  to  say 
thftt  no  small  part  of  the  loss  indicated  in  the  balances  of  the  Sunday- 
School  Advocate  and  the  National  Magazine,  is  chaiigeable  to  a  grrat 
advance  in  the  price  of  paper.  While  this  advance  in  the  cost  of  ma- 
taial,  and  a  corre^nding  increase  in  the  wages  of  workmen,  were 
wholly  unlooked  for  at  the  time  when  the  terms  of  those  periodicak 
were  fixed,  yet  they  occurred  soon  after,  and  have  continued  during  the 
infervening  period.  As  these  high  prices  of  material  and  labor  still 
pi^vail  without  prospect  of  diminution,  the  question  arises,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  your  Agents,  as  to  the  expedience  of  continuing,  at  least  n 
ib^r  present  form  and  at  present  rates,  those  periodicals  upon  which 
thfire  IS  so  mat  a  loss  to  the  Concern. 

In  considering  this  question,  we  would  suggest, 

^ik  T^.advantiug^  to  the  Book  Department  m  advertising  through 
these  mediums,  which  otherwise  would  cost  the  Concern  a  very  large 
any)unty  while  all  departments  of  the  Church  would  not  be  reached  as 
at  present. 

2.  The  influence  of  such  periodicals  upon  the  Church  and  the  woikL 
deipoted  as  they  are  to  morality  and  religion. 

^.  We  wotud  further  suggest  whether  there  could  not  be  sone 
ehlinge  in  the  form  and  sise  of  the  National  Magasine  and  Quarterly 
Review,  so  as  to  lessen  the  expense,  and  at  the  same  time  meet  the 
wufs  of  the  Church ;  and  also  whether,  in  view  of  all  things  it  majr 
Bc|,be  best  to  reduce  both  the  size  and  the  price  of  the  Sunday  Sduiol 
Aj|jirQcat^  ao  that  it  may  become  more  strictly  a  childnn's  paper. 
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There  is  reason  to  hope  that  on  this  plan  its  circnlatloB  wight  be  ' 
greatly  increased.  ^; 

Even  in  their  present  form  and  at  their  present  rates,  the  whole  diffl^ 
culty  would  be  relieved,  if  the  General  Conference  could  devise  somt 
means  by  which  to  increase  their  circulation.  If  the  National  Maganna 
had  twenty-five  thousand  paying  subscribers,  the  Quarterly  Revieif;. 
four  thousand,  and  the  Sunday  S^ool  Advocate  one  hundred  thousand^i 
the  Periodical  Department  would  not  only  support  itself,  but  yield  ^ 
small  profit  to  the  Concern. 

BOOK  DEPARTMENT. 

Your  Agents  take  pleasure  in  reporting  that,  in  regard  to  the  Book 
Department  of  the  Concern,  the  last  four  years  have  been  yean  of ' 
prosperity.     It  was  stated  by  our  worthy  predecessors  in  their  last  re- 
port to  the  General  Conference,  that  in   the   year  1850  the   salev. 
amounted  to  1202,358  27,  being  the  largest  business  ever  done  by  thA ' 
Concern  in  one  year.     This  large  amount  of  sales  they  attributedi  how-> . 
ever,  to  the  issue  of  our  new  Hymn  Book.     At  the  same  time,  thej 
gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  btt«ness  of  the  Concern  should  be  im ' 
creased  to  $250*000  per  year,  or  $1,000,000  every  four  years.     It 
affords  your  Agents  no  little  pleasure  to  state  that  the  opinions  of  our 
excellent  predecessors  have  been  confirmed,  and  that  the  point  has  not 
only  been  gained,  but  an  advance  has  been  made  upon  it.    The  follow-«^ 
ing  are  the  annual  receipts:    1852,  $182,757  80;   1853,  $259,91  f' 
78;  1854,  $800,055  44;    1855,    $260,409    16;  making  a  total  of  . 
$1,000,734  18,  being  an  increase  over  the  preceding  four  years  of  over  , 
53  per  cent.,  or  $347,548  40.    This  large  increase  in  the  sales  maybe  ; 
in  part  attributed  to  the  improved  quality  and  style  of  the  books.     The' 
])aper  used  has  been  of  the  first  quality,  while  the  typographical  execu-  ' 
tion,  together  with  the  binding,  has  been  equal  to  that  of  any  publish- ' 
ing  house  in  the  country.     Your  Agents  flatter  themselves  that  thej 
have  met  the  wants  and  tastes  of  the  religious  community  and  the 
reading  public  in  the  works  issued  from  your  Concern.     Tour  Agentt ' 
have  published  45  new  books  for  general  sales,  185  Sunday-school 
books,  and  17  Tract  books,  makmg  in  all,  for  the  four  years,  247.  , 
Besides,  there  have  been  added  to  the  Tract  Catalogue  198  New  ' 
Tracts. 

Your  Agents  would  further  state,  that  they  have  issued,  in  musKa., 
and  leather  binding,  4,378,376  volumes,  and  in  paper  covers,  2,079,733  i  ' 
making  the  whole  number  of  volumes  for  the  four  years,  6,458,109.  ^ 
There  have  also  been  issued,  8,297,517  Miscellaneous  books^  Sermons,  ' 
Pamphlets,  Children's  small  books,  (fee. ;  these,  added  to  the  above, , 
make  14,755,626,  which  would  be  an  av^Hige  per  day  of  12,296  vol-  '^ 
mnes,  allowing  three  hundred  working  days  per  year.  Besides  this, 
there  has  been  an  averaee  issue  of  9,974  Tracts  per  day,  of  from  4  to  ' 
48  pages  each,  making,  during  the  four  years,  11,968,800.  [ 

¥onr  Agents  think,  if  the  proper  means  are  used  for  the  eomiw  ^ 
four  jears,  the  sales  may  be  graatfy  increased,  and  that  the  day  is  aoI  ^^ 
far  distant  when  the  bnahisw  of  tlie  Oonoem  may  be  doaUe  wliat  II  ' 
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f  Ooo  thing  ought  specially  to  be  borne  in  mind,  namely,  that  ^ntXsd" 
vantages  are  secured  by  a  unity  of  interest  and  action.  It  is  this  which 
hm  given  to  the  Book  Conoem  oi  our  Church  its  great  efficiency 
)iith«rto. 

1^  In  some  other  denominations  the  habit  has  obtained  of  having  one 
publishing-house  for  general  or  doctrinal  books,  another  for  tract  publi- 
fiatioDs,  and  a  third  for  Sunday-school  publications,  while  their  pe- 
tiodicals  are  published  and  controlled  by  private  individuals.  This 
multiplication  of  establishments  makes  necessary  the  employment  of 
many  more  men  and  larger  amounts  of  capital  than  are  called  for  on 
our  plan,  while  the  different  interests  are  thus  made  to  conflict  with 
faoh  other.  In  every  way  our  plan  is  more  advantageous,  and  hence 
^  becomes  the  General  Conference  carefully  to  classify  and  arrange  the 
aeTond  departments  so  as  to  harmoniie  with  and  aid  each  other. 

CIBOITLATION  OF  BOOKa 

•^  Since  the  last  session  of  the  General  Conference  much  has  been  said 
imd  written,  and  many  plans  hav^  been  proposed,  with  a  view  of 
getting  our  publications  more  extensively  in  the  market  To  a  conad- 
tfiatioa  of  some  of  these  we  invite  your  attention :  It  is  proposed  that 
ihe  Agents  adopt  a  system  of  advertising  in  the  secular  papers.  Thb 
plan  was  recommended  by  your  Book  Committee,  and  was,  accordingly, 
ig)  some  extent  adopted  ;  but,  after  having  expended  hundreds  <^  dol- 
lars in  this  way,  we  became  satisfied  that  it  was  a  losing  operation. 
We  were  carefd  to  watch  the  results ;  and  though  we  receivea  orders, 
again  and  again,  for  books  outside  of  our  ordinary  agencies,  from  per- 
sons who  saw  our  advertbements  in  the  Church  papers,  yet  we  hava 
not,  to  our  knowledge,  received  one  from  any  person  who  obtained  in- 
formation of  our  publications  through  the  secular  press. 
.  The  importance  of  establishing  Depositories  in  our  lai^r  towns  and 
aides  has  oeen  urged.  To  the  consideration  of  this  plan  we  have  also 
-diraoted  our  attention.  Though  we  could  not  establish  such  Depodto- 
ties,  yet  we  have  made  arrangements,  in  several  cities  and  towns,  by 
which  an  assortment  of  our  books  has  been  kept  on  sale  at  wholesale 
prices.     The  result,  however,  of  this  arrangement  has  thoroufi^hly  con- 

■.vinced  your  Agents  that,  in  many  places  where  both  preacners  and 
people  have  aMced  for  Depositories,  there  could  not  be  a  sufficient 
amount  of  books  sold  to  pay  the  expenses  connected  therewith,  while 
the  idea  of  profit  is  entirely  out  of  the  question.  Others  have  proposed 
a  general  system  of  colportage.  The  adoption  of  such  a  system,  afl 
must  be  aware,  would  be  attended  with  many  difficulties,  and  invdva 
aa  amount  of  haaard  which  trould  require  the  most  nuiture  deliberatiQik 
before  entering  upon  it.    The  experience  of  the  last  four  years  haa 

.4emoQBtrated  most  clearly  to  our  minds  the  inutility  of  this  plan.    It  ia 

•  perfectly  obvious  that,  if  we  were  to  adopt  this  scheme  for  the  drcula- 
tMA  of  our  literature,  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  it  out  successfully, 

.  fram  the  fact  that  the  right  kind  of  men  could  not  be  obtained  to  act  as 
•dportours.  Ko  man  of  nsmoh  reliability  or  business  tact  could  be 
foimd  to  engage  in  such  a  work  at  the  compensation  afforded,  saok 


Wng  oeenpied  in  other  aad  more  profitAble  employmenti.  OolpQr> 
teura,  engaged  in  the  work  of  Tract  distribution  b7  the  Traet  BocMty^ 
have*  DO  doubt^  accomplished  much  good  by  the  circulation  of  relMoirt 
literature  among  the  masses,  and  by  their  personal  religious  eflbrtBl 
but  if  the  Concern  were  left  to  depend  upon  these  agencies,  it  would 
soon  haye  to  stop  its  presses,  at  least  so  far  as  its  general  business  is 
concerned. 

Another  class  of  our  friends  suggest  the  propriety  of  leavii^  ihd 
whole  matter  of  the  sale  of  our  books  to  the  trade.  They  would  b«v4 
OS  place  our  books  in  the  trade  sales,  and  let  them  be  sold,  as  those  of 
other  publishing  houses,  under  the  hammer,  to  the  highest  bidder. 

We  have  not  been  unmindful  of  the  interests  connected  with  the  book 
trade  in  general,  and  have,  as  judiciously  as  possible,  effected  many 
sales  through  the  trade ;  but  if  this  were  the  only  agency  upon  whictt 
we  had  to  rely,  our  business,  instead  of  being  increased,  would  be 
greatly  diminished. 

Finally,  on  this  subject:  Quite  a  large  number  are  altogether  favor* 
able  to  the  old  plan  of  leaving  the  circulation  of  our  books  anci 
periodicals  with  the  preachers,  who  are  constituted,  by  the  Discipline  of 
the  Church,  as  the  proper  agents  to  supply  our  people  with  our  book 
and  periodical  publications.  Were  this  generally  attended  to,  no  plail 
eould  be  devised  that  could  approximate,  in  the  remotest  degree,  it4 
eCBciency,  as  every  city,  town,  village,  and  district  of  country  would  hav* 
an  affency  at  once  prompt  and  reliable ;  but,  as  it  is,  many  places  wouldl 
be  wholly  unsupplied,  if  its  dependence  were  to  be  placed  alone  upon  the 
preachers. 

We  respectfully  suggest,  that,  as  all  the  plans  proposed  have  more  or 
less  in  them  worthy  of  consideration,  your  Agents  be  left,  in  addition  td 
the  wi£^  and  wholesome  regulations  of  the  Discipline,  to  avail  them* 
selves  of  such  parts  of  these  plans  as  may  be  adapted  to  our  economy'i 
and  will  serve  to  facilitate  our  operations. 

In  regard  to  Depositories  already  established,  we  would  say  that 
they  have  proved  themselves  useful  auidliaries  to  the  Parent  Concern^ 
though  we  are  thoroughly  convinced  that  it  would  be  injudicious  to 
multiply  them,  especially  in  those  sections  of  the  countiy  where  th« 
facilities  for  transportation  are  such  as  to  enable  purchasers  to  pfoeur^l 
their  books  from  New- York,  Cmcinnati,  and  elsewhere,  m  a  few  days  \ 
and,  besides,  our  arrangements  with  the  trade  are  such,  that  our  bookii 
can  be  had  at  almost  all  the  larger  places,  at  the  regular  catak)gti9 
prices.  Though  the  trade  has  a  larger  discount,  yet  the  market  is  thui 
kept  supplied  with  our  books ;  and  the  preachers  can  purchase  our  pub*- 
lications  of  those  booksellers  who  keep  them  on  sale,  at  our  wholesale 
prices.  Through  this  agency,  many  of  our  books  get  a  wider  ontulA* 
tion  than  they  otherwise  would.  The  colporteurs  employed  by  th^ 
Tract  Society  have  made  sale  of  a  large  number  of  booln  and  traM 
publications;  and,  we  doubt  not,  this  system  is  susceptible  of  sueH 
arrangements  and  regulations,  that  it  may  become  quite  effective.  In  th^ 
hands  of  skillful  managers,  in  supplying  the  demand  for  our  books  hi 
those  sections  of  our  work  where  the  preachers  are  unwilling^ to  oan*y 
out  the  provisions  of  the  Discipline  in  supplying  our  people.  The  gi^ 


'  Mgfmcy,  afjfcer  aU,  upon  whieh  the  Concern  mnst  cliiefl^  xe]j  for  i 
:jj9ishing  its  misBion,  in  the  d^union  of  a  sound  rehgion  and  a  pore 
Jiieralure,  is  that  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  traveling  preaohers ;  and 
.  ye  shall  regret  exceedingly  if  that  agency  is  withdrawn,  or  leasened  to 
.«ny  extent. 

.  i  The  age  is  emphatically  a  reading  age ;  and  never,  in  the  history  of 
the  country,  did  the  presses  in  the  great  book  mart  teem  with  such  an 
•mount  of  light  literature.  That  the  minds  of  our  widely-extended 
eommunity  may  not  be  left  unoccupied  by  the  pure  and  the  true;  or, 
what  is  much  worse,  filled  with  the  ccN'rupt  and  fictitious^  it  becomes 
:  every  minister  of  the  Gospel  to  see  that  bb  flock  are  supplied  with 
,  juch  hooka  as  '*  tend  to  the  knowledge  and  love  of  God." 

t  J  CAPITAL  AND  REVSNUS. 

,  On  the  first  of  January,  1852,  the  books  of  the  Concern  showed  the 
Capital  to  be:  Real  Estate,  $130,568  63  ;  Personal  Property, $611,978 
97  ;  total  amount  of  Capital,  $642,547. 

-  From  this  sum  deduct  the  following  appropriations  made  by  the 
lOeaenU  Conference  of  1852:  Expenses  of  said  Conference,  $3,364  59; 
>]^ittsburgh  Christian  Advocate,  $^,598  31 ;  and  dividends  for  1852, 
$11,457  50;  making  the  sum  of  $18,420  40.  This  deducted,  leaves 
$624,126  60.  Add  to  this  the  profits  of  the  year  1852,  $49,383  30, 
.and  you  have^  at  the  close  of  the  year  1852,  $673,509  90. 
.    In  the  settlement  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in 

1853,  we  agreed  to  pay  the  sum  of  $191,000  in  cash,  and  $40,648  51 
in  notes  and  accounts,  making  $231,648  51.  Expenses  m  said  suit, 
f2,0i)3.  Total,  $233,711  51;  leaving  the  nommal  Capital,  in  1853, 
$439,798  39. 

,    Profits  for  the  last  three  years  are  as  follows:    1853,  $54,354  88; 

1854,  $54,844  75;  1855,  $32,679  99.  Total,  $141,879  47.  This 
;f bows  a  fraction  less  than  11  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  whole  capital, 

aiftcr  the  division  of  the  property  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
jfiouth. 

.  Your  Agents  feel  impelled  to  say,  that  while  the  above  shows  the 
Domiaal  Capital  in  1852  and  1853,  its  real  value  was  much  less,  there 
t>eing,  after  the  settlement  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
,|iot  less  than  $50,000  of  notes  and  book  accounts  against  persons  from 
whom  the  first  dollar  could  not  be  collected ;  and,  besides  this,,  there 
,:yra8  a  large  amount  of  old,  sdled,  and  unsalable  books  and  sheet  stock* 
which  had  been  accumulating  for  many  years.  Of  the  sheet  stock 
frhich  was  inventoried  at  cost,  your  Agents  have  sold  over  47  tons,  al 
m  average  price  of  2}  cents  per  pound,  or  $55  per  ton.  Here  k  a 
Reduction  to  be  made  of  at  least  $15,000.  The  bound  stock  has  been 
told  at  a  loss  of  about  $500.  After  deducting  from  the  notes  and  book 
accounts  the  amount  which  was  transferred  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
'jphurch.  South,  in  the  settlement,  and  the  $50,000  of  bad  debts,  there 
jremamed,  in  notes  and  accounts,  $101,928  87>  upon  which  your  Agents 

J'^udge  there  should  be  a  deduction  6f  at  least  15  per  cent.,  makiDg 
(15.289  38,  These  several  sums,  taken  from  the  nominal  amount  of  Ca^d 
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m  1853,  left  the  real  Capital,  after  tbe  divisioA  of  the  property  with  the 
Metbodiat  Epiaoopal  Churoh,  South,  $859,009  01,  allowing  the  reid 
estate,  presses,  stereotype  plates,  ^.,  as  then  inTentoried,  which  wis 
evidently  too  high,  ana  more  than  the  property  was  worth.  Instead* 
then,  of  reckoning  the  per  centage  as  above,  on  the  sum  of  1439,798  39» 
it  should  be  on  1359,009  01,  which  would  show  a  profit  on  the  Capital, 
for  the  last  three  years,  of  a  fraction  over  18  per  cent,  per  annum. 

This  result,  your  Agents  Uiink,  cannot  but  be  satisfactory,  consider- 
ing the  embarrassing  circumstances  under  which  they  entered  upon  their 
duties ;  and  though  it  has  been  said  by  some  that  it  would  be  better  to 
dispose  of  the  property,  and  invest  tibe  proceeds  in  stocks  that  woidd 
be  more  productive,  yet,  as  a  mere  financial  operation,  yowr  Agents 
doubt  if  a  better  investment  could  be  made  in  any  stocks  now  in  market^ 
or  if  the  money  could  be  loaned,  with  any  degree  of  safety,  so  as  to 
yield  to  the  Church  an  equal  amount  of  profit. 

But  your  Agents  have  not  been  accustomed  to  look  upon  the  Method- 
ist Book  Concern  merely  as  a  money- making  institution.  This  they  have 
regarded  as  incidental,  while  the  great  object  has  been  to  furnish  the 
Church  and  the  world  with  a  sound  religious  litemture.  And  yet  it 
may  be  doubted  whether  there  b  any  book-making  establishment  in  biir 
country  which  has  succeeded  better  financially.  If  the  whole  amouiit 
paid  out  at  different  times,  per  order  of  the  General  Conference  together 
with  the  dividends  to  the  several  Annual  Conferences,  had  been  invested 
in  stocks,  or  loaned  but  on  annual  interest,  we  doubt  if  the  Methodiit 
Book  Concern  would  not  this  day  possess  a  larger  capital  than  any  other 
manufacturing  establishment  in  this  land.  And  though  your  Agents 
have  not  declared  any  dividends  to  the  several  Annual  Conferences  dur- 
ing their  agency,  yet  they  have  met  certain  demands  growing  out  of  the 
action  of  the  last  General  Conference,  including  the  salaries  and  travd- 
ing  expenses  of  the  bishops,  together  with  the  dividend  of  l^dOf 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  $71,100  15. 

If  this  sum  had  been  appropriated  by  way  of  dividends,  it  wouH 
have  given  to  the  conferences  annually  $17,775  03. 

But,  notwithstanding  this  large  appropriation,  your  Agents  were  veiy 
desirous  to  continue  the  long-establtshed  practice  of  decmnng  dividends 
to  the  several  Annual  Conferences ;  and  it  was  not  until  they  had  made 
a  full  exhibit  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Concern  to  the  Book 
Committee,  and  obtained  their  advice  on  the  subject,  that  they  abandon^ 
the  idea.  Your  Agents  were  members  of  the  Book  Committee  tSe 
four  years  preceding  the  last  General  Conference,  atad  knowing,  as  th^ 
did,  the  embarrassing  condition  of  the  Concern,  growing  out  of  the  smt 
with  the  Church,  South,  they  were  then  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  inek- 
pedient  to  declare  a  dividend  for  1852 ;  but,  under  the  circumstance 
which  existed  in  1853,  it  would  have  been  ruinous  to  tbe  best  interests 
of  the  Concern.  By  borrowing  money  and  by  strict  economy,  your  Agents 
have  been  able  to  meet  all  the  liabilities  of  the  Concern  thus  far  as  th^ 
became  due,  and  they  now  have  good  hope  that  in  a  few  years  the  Con- 
cern may  be  able  to  free  itself  from  its  indebtedness ;  and  your  Agenb 
do  most  smcerely  hope  thst  this  General  Conference  will  not,  further 
than  18  absolutely  necessary  for  the  interest  of  the  Church,  tax  tne 
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Book  Concern  for  the  coming  four  years,  or,  at  least,  until  its  Uabifitaoi 
are  so  far  redeemed  that  they  can  be  managed  with  safety,  even  if  tliera 
should  come  a  more  stringent  time  for  money  than  ve  have  had  for  the 
last  two  years. 

In  closmg  this  article  on  capital  and  revenue,  we  give  the  exhibit 
of  January  1,  1866,  which  was  made  in  accordance  with  the  long* 
established  usage  of  the  House,  to  be  presented  to  the  several  Anniud 
Conferences ;  together  with  one  so  modified  as  to  show  a  cash  valuation 
of  the  property  of  the  Concern. 

ASSETa 

bUUt,  Jan.  1,      ConpMBtivt  b- 

IMt.  to  U  |ir»-       blMSihowiBf  *• 

Rstd  K^aiM.  iMiMdtotheAB-       eaak  nhwii  a  if 


itfoase  and  lot  in  Sixth-street |9,000  00       $9»000  00 

Do.        do.        Seventh-street 9,MX>  00         9,600  00 

BaildingB  and  lots  in  Mulberry-street 120,112  84      100/X)0  00 

Gash  in  Bank  and  in  hand 23,861  10       23,851  10 

Kew-York  and  Erie  Railroad  Bonds 4,000  00         4,000  00 

PtriodietiM* 

Amount  due  on  Periodical  Aoiounts 10,000  00 

Mtrchanim* 

Binidav-Behool  Books,  Books  of  General  Catalogue, 

Shee^stook,  &0. 164,888  18      139,200  00 

Printing-office, 

Tvpe,  Stereotype  Plates,  Wood  Cuts,  Furni- 
ture, White  Paper,  d^c 116,836  08     106,163  00 

Bindery, 
Presses,  Tools,  Sheet-stock,  &c 106,678  66       96,916  00 

JVbtei  and  Book  jiecounU^ 

ITotes  and  Book  Accounts $280,619  40  138,811  VD 

Deduct  had  debts,  estimated 46,103  89 

184,416  60 

Total 1738,977  36    1624,98180 

UABamES. 

Book  AcoouBts  and  Notes,  induding  Bonds  due  ML 

B.  Church,  South 170.704  60      170,704  60 

Capital  Stock 6668,272  76    1464,07  20 

REMABX8. 

The  comparaUvi  exhibit  is  modified  so  as  to  present  a  cash  valualktt 
upon  the  property,  a  valuation  whioh  could  be  realised  in  case  of  aak^ 
and  differs  from  the  exhibit  to  the  Annual  Conferonoeo  in  the  foUowiog 
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items:  Heal  Estate,  less,  (20,1 12  84;  amount  due  on  Periodical  ac- 
count is  thrown  out,  because  subscriptions  received  in  advance  would 
about  ofl^t  the  same,  $10,000;  Merchandise,  10  per  cent,  deducted, 
$15,488  18;  Prnting-office  stock,  10  per  cent,  deducted,  $11,688  08; 
Bindery  stock,  10  per  cent,  deducted,  $10,657  56 ;  Notes  and  Book 
Accounts,  25  per  c«nt.  additional  deducted,  $46,103  90.  Total,  less 
than  the  showing  made  to  the  Annual  Conferences,  $114,045  56. 

PRICES  OP  BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS. 

Much  has  been  said  and  written,  especially  in  the  past,  about  the 
bigl)  price  of  the  publications  of  the  Book  Concern.  The  advantages, 
however,  of  such  high  prices,  if  they  were  so  at  the  time,  did  not  accrue 
to  the  Concern  as  much  as  to  those  who  purchased  to  sell  again,  from 
the  fact  that  the  most  liberal  discount  was  allowed.  But,  without  any' 
abatement  of  that  discount  to  the  preachers  and  wholesale  purchasers, 
the  publications  have  from  time  to  time  been  reduced  in  price  to  such 
an  extent  that  we  may  safely  challenge  the  world  of  book  publishers  in 
this  respect  We  are  perfectly  willing  the  publications  of  the  Concertr, ' 
so  far  as  mere  mechanical  execution  is  concerned,  should  be  compared^ 
with  those  of  any  house  in  the  country.  We  have  taken  the  pains,  in 
aome  instances,  to  in^ttitute  a  comparison,  more  for  the  purpose  of  satis- 
fying our  brethren  than  ourselves ;  and  we  find  that  they  are  chenper' 
than  several  of  the  New- York  publishing  houses,  particularly  our  recent 
publications  ;  that  works  which  we  sell  for  one  dollar,  a  book  corre- 
sponding in  size,  and  frequently  much  inferior  in  paper  and  binding,  is 
sold  by  others  for  one  dollar  and  a  quarter.  Tliis  fact  can  be  verified 
by  any  one  who  will  take  the  pains  to  make  the  comparison.  So  much 
have  our  books  been  reduced  in  price,  that,  instead  of  the  allegation 
that  they  are  dearer  than  those  of  any  other  establishment,  it  may  be 
affirmed,  as  a  general  thing,  that  they  are  from  twenty  to  twenty-five 
per  cent,  cheaper,  notwithstanding  the  discounts  we  are  obh'ged  to  al- 
low to  wholesale  purchasers  are  much  larger. 

As  regards  our  periodicals,  it  may  be  asserted  that,  when  compared 
with  others,  whether  literary  or  religious,  they  are  much  cheaper ;  and 
it  may  be  affirmed,  upon  the  whole,  that  our  Church  furnishes  its  memn 
bers,  and  the  reading  public  at  large,  with  books  and  periodicals  on  re- 
figion  and  literature,  cheaper  than  is  furnished  by  any  other  Church. 

Frequent  remarks  are  made  about  the  cheapness  of  the  publications 
of  the  American  Tract  Society  and  the  American  Sunday-School  Union ; 
but  our  Tract  and  Sunday-School  Departments  furnish  books  which 
will  compare  favorably  with  either  in  this  respect,  notwithstanding  these 
societies  are  sustained  by  contributions  from  the  various  Churches, 
mnoutiting  annually  to  thousands  of  dollars.  Our  Tract  and  Sunday- 
flchool  books,  both  for  cheapness  and  variety,  are  not  excelled  by  any 
similar  productions ;  and  the  most  thoroughly  progressive  among  ii8» 
when  all  the  facts  are  brought  before  them,  could  not  find  it  in  their 
hearts  to  charge  the  Concern  with  derelictioii  in  duty  in  anything  per- 
Inning  to  a  sound  and  healthy  progress. 

Pill  every  department  with  the  right  kind  of  men — ^men  who  will 
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Btand  by  theff  posts  and  work  up  to  tbe  extent  of  their  nbility  for  ihm 
promotion  of  tbe  interests  of  the  institution,  and  there  can  be  no  calc«- 
mting  the  results.  What  has  already  been  done  will  be  but  the  ho^m- 
ning  of  greater  things  for  God  and  for  the  Church. 

Carlton  &  Pulups. 


M. 

REPORT  AND  EXHIBIT  OF  THE  A6ENT8  OP  THE  WESTERN  BOOK 

CONCERN. 

To  the  General  Confirence  of  the  Methodist  Epiecopal  Church : 

Dbar  Fathers  and  Brsthrbn  :  It  becomes  our  duty,  according  io 
Discipline,  to  submit  to  you  a  report  of  the  business  of  the  Western 
Book  Concern  for  the  past  four  years. 

In  doing  this,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  they  have  been  yean  of 
unprecedented  solicitude  and  care  to  your  Agents ;  growing  principally 
out  of  the  Church  Suit  and  the  unparalleled  financial  difficulties  that 
have  passed  over  our  country — all  of  which  have  called  for  the  exercise 
of  our  best  skill  to  save  the  Concern,  if  not  from  suspension,  from  the 
most  serious  embarrassment. 

We  are  happy,  however,  in  making  up  our  account,  to  find  .that  the 
Concern,  though  necessarily  reduced  m  its  resources,  is  still  in  a  healthy 
and  safe  condition,  as  will  appear  from  the  accompanying  Exhibit  up  to 
November  80,  1855. 

And  hero  it  may  be  proper  to  give  the  reasons,  already  set  forth  in 
our  Circular,  sent  to  some  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  for  changing  the 
time  of  getting  out  our  Exhibit  from  March  31st  to  November  SOth. 
The  reasons  are  the  following:  1.  March  8 1st  was  not  the  most  suit- 
able time,  being  in  the  midst  of  our  business  year.  2.  Ever  since  the 
first  of  January  has  been  the  period  for  the  commencement  of  our  peri- 
odical subscriptions,  we  have  been  compelled,  in  making  our  Exhibits 
to  the  above-named  date,  to  embrace  portions  of  two  years  of  the  peri- 
odical business,  which  has  always  been  the  occasion  of  considerable 
trouble ;  while  the  period  now  adopted  is  as  near  the  close  of  our  con- 
tracts with  subscribers  as  can  possibly  be  fixed  upon.  3.  Our  Exhibifes 
made  to  that  time  were  more  than  one  year  old  when  presented  to 
some  of  the  Conferences. 

The  Exhibit  now  presented,  being  the  commencement  of  a  new  series 
of  Exhibits,  gi-owing  out  of  the  recent  settlement  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  shows  the  condition  of  the  Concern  Novem- 
ber 80,  1855 — from  which  you  will  perceive  that  the  capital  stock  of 
•the  Concern  has  been  reduced  from  $216,203  53  to  $160,405  74,  by 
the  deduction  of  the  debt  due  the  Church,  South,  the  expenses  of  lb* 
Church  Suit,  and  the  reduction  in  our  inventory  of  the  entire  stock  on 
band  to  its  cash  value.     But  for  these  extraordinary  reductions,  the 
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«a]>itfil  ttook  would  have  been,  at  the  dal^of  our  Exhibit,  $250,816  62 ; 
which  would  show  a  pro6t  in  our  business,  from  March  31,  1852,  to 
November  30,  186fi«-^  period  of  three  and  two-third  years — of 
$84,613  09. 

Onr  sales  of  books,  including  those  sold  to  the  Chicago 
Depository,  for  the  last  fonr  years,  ending  March  31st, 

amount  to $346,886  80 

Being  an  increase  over  the  previous  four  years  of.. .  $86,057  27 

Periodical  sales  for  the  same  time,  including  those  sold  to 

the  Depository,  amount  to 30S,953  93 

Making  an  increase  over  the  past  four  years  of.... .  90,804  63 

Total  book  and  periodical  tales $649,840  78 

Total  increase $176,861  90 

We  are  compelled  to  saj  that  the  Tract  organization,  in  its  present 
form,  has  been  rather  prejudicial  to  our  sa^s  at  the  Western  Book 
Concern,  from  the  fact  that  we  have  declined  credit  sales  to  tbe  Con- 
ference Tract  Agents,  except  to  very  limited  amounts,  for  the  following 
reasons :  1.  The  Annual  Conferences  were  unwilling  to  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility of  paying  said  debts.  2.  We  did  not  thmk  it  safe  either  for 
lurethren  themselves  or  the  Concern  to  extend  credit  to  individuals  for 
large  amounts:  This  has,  in  some  instances,  induced  the  Traot  Agents 
West  to  turn  their  trade  to  the.  New- York  Concern*  To  colporteurs  we 
have  made  no  sales  on  tame. 

The  increasing  demand  on  us  for  books  and  periodicals  has  rendered 
it  necessary  that  we  should  add  to  our  facilities  for  publishing,  etc,  to 
enable  us  to  meet  said  demand. 

We  have,  therefore,  added,  during  the  past  term,  two  stories  to  the 
Book  Room  Building,  cornering  on  Main  and  Eighth  streets,  and  re- 
moved the  wooden  columns,  and  supplied  their  places  with  iron,  mak- 
ing the  buildinff  much  more  permanent,  at  a  cost  of  about  $5,600 ;  and 
have  remodeled  the  internal  arrangements  of  the  building,  so  as  to  adapt 
it  to  the  wants  of  our  business,  at  a  cost  of  say,  $1,000. 

We  have  also  introduced  into  our  Book  Room  Building  the  necessary 
apparatus  for  warming  the  entire  building  by  steam  brought  from  our 
Pnntin^-Office,  which  cost  $1,350. 

We  have  added  to  our  Bindery  a  sawing  and  a  cutting  machine,  and 
one  embossing  press,  at  a  cost  of  $1,000. 

We  have  mo  added  to  our  Printmg  Department  a  small  building,  for 
wetting  paper,  mailing-room,  and  a  room  in  which  we  run  two  presses, 
at  a  cost  of  about  $700. 

We  have  added  during  the  past  four  years  two  Adams's  improved 
presses,  and  one  Taylor's  improved  cylinder  press. 

At  this  time  we  are  running  seven  presses — six  for  printing  books, 
and  one  for  printing  the  Western  Christian  Advocate  ana  the  Christian 
Apologist. 

<     We  are  now  in  a  condition  to  do  a  large  amount  of  printing,  binding, 
•  etc. ;  and  yet,  should  our  business  enlarge  as  it  has,  we  shaU  soon  mi 
ourselves  crowded  for  room. 

We  have  printed  during  the  past  term : 
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Bound  Telomei  for  the  CoDoen ..•..  7€S|800 

Tnets  for  the  Concern » 745,760 

Bonnd  volumes  for  others 71,500      *' 

Pamphlets,  consisting  of  Minates  of  Conferences,  CatA- 
logaes^etc. 65,000      «* 

Total 1,650,550      " 

We  have  added  to  our  Catalogue  during  the  past  four  years  thir^- 
BIX  new  works  in  the  English  language,  and  have  several  more  In  press ; 
we  have  also  stereotyped  and  issued  during  the  same  time  thirty-one 
volumes  and  thirty-one  tracts  in  Geiman ;  making  a  total  of  sixty-seven 
new  works  and  thirty-one  tracts. 

Our  periodicals  are  all  in  a  most  flourishing  condition : 

We  are  sending  out  now  of  the  Western  Christian  Advocate  ....  S8,7I8 

Giving  UR  an  increase  in  the  past  fonr  years  of 7,718 

The  Ladies'  Repository  has  a  submription  fist  of 29,580 

Which  is  an  increase  of 16,580 

The  Christian  Apologist  has  a  subscription  list  of 6,967 

Being  an  increase  of 8^18 

Our  other  periodicals  have  subscription  lists  as  follows : 

Sunday  School  Advocate  ..•> 8I,19S 

Missionanr  Advocate * 5,055 

National  Magazine 2,163 

Quarterly  Review 442 

All  the  periodicals  published  at  the  Western  Book  Concern  are  now 
yielding  an  annual  profit. 

Among  other  duties  assigned  us  by  the  last  General  Conference,  we 
were  instructed  to  establish  a  paper  and  Depository  of  books  at  Chi- 
cago;  the  paper  to  be  called  the  Northwestern  Christian  Advocate. 
This  we  proceeded  to  do ;  and  although  the  rush  of  conferences  came 
upon  us  immediately  after  the  General  Conference,  and  our  Church 
Suit  with  the  South  was  also  pending,  involving  great  care  and  anxie^^, 
as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Church  Suit  for  the  Western  Book  Concern,  yet  we  had  our  Depontorj 
established  and  stocked  with  books  for  the  trade  early  in  the  fall  of  the 
same  year ;  and  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  for  a  weekly  paper,  we 
effected  our  arrangements  so  as  to  send  out  a  specimen  number  in  the 
lall  of  1852  ;  and  the  first  number  of  the  Northwestern  Christian  Ad- 
vocate was  issued  in  the  first  week  of  January,  1863. 

The  Depository  has  exceeded  our  most  sanguine  expectations. 

The  sales  of  hooks  at  that  place,  since  the  establishment  of  the 
Depository,  in  October,  1852,  up  to  March  31, 1856-~«  period 
of  three  years  and  five  months— have  been •148,209  67 

Periodicals  for  the  same  time 85,164  96 

Total  book  and  periodical  sales $S27,S7S  9» 

The  number  of  subscribers  to  the  periodioUs  at  the  Chicago  Deposi- 
tory is  as  follows : 
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# 

KorUiwestera  ChrwOan  Advocito 10,089 

Ladies*  Repository ..-•    7,300 

National  Magazine • 2,400 

Snndaj  School  Adrocate 18,300 

Mitsioftary  Advocate « S^OOO 

Qnavterly  Reyiew 218 

The  Northwestern  Christian  Advocate  has  heen  published  at  a  loss 
of  t4,65d  80  ;  but  will,  no  doubt,  soon  pay  for  itself  and  yield  a  profit 
to  the  Concern.  But  for  the  heavy  debt  due  the  South,  and  the  con* 
sequent  importance  of  husbanding  our  finances,  we  should  not  hesitate 
tp  suggest  to  the  General  Conference  the  propriety  of  ordering  the  pur* 
ofaase  of  a  suitable  lot,  and  the  erection  of  such  a  building  or  buildings  as 
would  answer  for  the  Depository  and  the  printing  of  the  paper  in 
Chicago. 

We  were  also  authorized  to  establish,  at  our  discretion,  a  Depository 
and  a  paper  at  St.  Louis,  when,  in  our  judgment,  it  would  be  safe  to  do 
80.  In  view  of  the  heavy  liabilities  upon  us,  there  has  been  no  time 
when  we  have  thought  it  would  be  safe  to  the  Concern  to  establish  a 
Depository  of  books  at  that  place.  Under  date  of  August  21,  1854, 
we  proposed  to  the  patronizing  Conferences,  upon  their  advising  \U  to 
publish  a  paper,  commencing  January  1,  1855  ;  but,  about  the  Ume  of 
the  mP'Cting  of  the  Publishing  Committee  for  the  final  settlemmit  of  the 
question,  we  were  in  the  midst  of  the  great  financial  shock  which  waa 
upon  the  country,  and  was  so  severely  felt  in  the  West,  and  especially 
in  our  own  city.  The  farmer  and  mechanic  were  suffering  alike  with 
the  merchant.  In  fact,  an  overwhelmmg  panic  had  seized  upon  the 
people,  such  as  had  never  been  felt  before  in  the  United  States. 

In  our  own  city,  by  suspensions  and  fulures,  a  large  amount  of  oapi-« 
tel  was  locked  up,  including  about  t9,000  of  the  funds  of  the  Book 
Concern  and  the  Missionary  Society ;  and  at  the  very  time  that  W0 
were  setting  out  to  attend  the  meetmg  of  the  Publislung  Committee, 
the  news  reached  us  that  $3,000  of  our  funds  were  shut  up  in  the 
Union  Bank  of  Chicago,  which  had  suspended ;  and  on  the  very  day 
tbat  we  started  for  St.  Louis,  the  run  commenced  on  the  Ohio  Life  In* 
surance  and  Trust  Company  of  Cincmnati,  in  which  nearly  all  of  our 
ramaining  funds  were  deposited.  In  this  state  of  things,  lutheugh  we 
faftd  pledged  oursdives  to  the  Conferences  to  commence  the  paper,  we 
felt  ourselves  compelled  to  abandon  it,  and  so  reported  to  the  Publish* 
ing  Committee  at  a  meeting  held  at  St.  Louis,  November  22,  1854. 
TIus  was  done  with  the  concurrence  of  the  members  of  the  Committee 
present  after  hearmg  the  faots  in  the  case. 

It  may  be  proper,  before  closing  our  Report,  to  call  the  special  atten* 
tion  of  the  General  Conference  to  the  encouraging  increase  of  the  Qer- 
man  publications  and  sales,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  German 
books  are  no  longer  published  at  a  loss  to  the  Concern,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, some  profit.  Our  German  brethren  have  earnestly  desired  a 
much  larger  increase  in  the  variety  of  German  publications.  This  de- 
mand we  have  not  been  able  to  meet,  from  the  fact  that  Dr.  l^ast,  in 
connection  with  his  other  editorial  duties,  has  not  been  able,  without 
such  assistance  as  he  could  not  procure,  to  do  more  than  he  has  done 
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in  preparing  Oerman  books  for  the  press.  In  view  of  this  ezprened 
desideratum  of  a  larger  supply  of  German  books,  and  the  request  for 
the  publication  of  a  semi-monthly  Sabbath-school  paper  in  the  German 
languagep  we  would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  General  Conferefiee  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  appointing  an  assistant  editor  in  the  Gennan 
department,  as  it  b  thought  the  dem^  help  can  only  be  procured  from 
among  the  German  tmv^ng  preachers. 

With  regard  to  the  Sabbath^school  paper  in  the  German  language, 
we  are  told  that  our  sister  Gennan  Protestant  denominations  are  puln 
lishing  such  a  paper  for  their  Sabbath  schools,  and  if  we  do  not  provide 
our  children  with  a  periodical  of  this  kind  in  the  German  language,  ouc 
schools  will  be  compelled  to  supply  themselves  elsewhere.  It  it 
thought  by  our  German  brethren  that  there  will  be  a  sufficient  patron- 
age from  the  beginning  to  save  the  Book  Concern  from  loas.  The 
great  variety  of  cuts  that  we  have  accumulated  from  year  to  year,  in 
publishing  the  English  Sunday  School  Advocate,  will  enable  us  to  fur- 
'  nisfa  a  cheaper  and  better  periodica]  in  German  than  any  other  Church 
can  do. 

With  regard  to  the  German  Commentary  on  the  New  Tettament»  * 
which  the  uttt  General  Conference  instructed  the  German  editor  to  pre- 
pare for  publication,  "  and  for  which  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati 
were  authorized  to  provide  the  editor  with  the  help  he  might  need  to 
any  amount  not  exceedine^  $1,000,''  we  have  to  report,  that  the  editor 
found  it  impossible  to  undertake  this  great  work  alone,  and  that  neither 
he  nor  the  Agents  could  succeed  in  finding  aid  suitable  to  so  responsible 
a  work ;  and  besides  this  difficul^,  the  editor  wishes  us  to  say  that  he 
would  have  hesitated  to  proceed  in  this  great  work  for  the  following 
considerations : 

.  1.  The  great  disproportion  between  the  expense  of  the  woi^  and  our 
limited  Gennan  membership. 

2.  The  fact  that  the  General  Conference  ordered  a  brief  Commentazr* 
and  the  almost  unanimous  judgment  of  our  Gennan  brethren  that,  m 
order  to  obtmn  the  object  of  the  proposed  Commentary,  it  should  not  be 
bridf,  but  full  and  large,  and  that  the  publication  of  a  hrf^  Comme»> 
tary  would  pay  cost  better. 

8.  The  hope  that  before  long  the  Church  would  publish  a  new  Com- 
mentary, compiled  by  abler  men  and  clothed  with  proper  authoritya 
which  might  then  be  translated  into  German. 

Finally,  we  beg  leave  to  say  that,  as  your  Agents  in  the  perfonnaaoe 
of  the  highly-responsible  duties  devolving  upon  us  during  our  Agen<7, 
we  claim  to  have  acted  for  the  time  being  wnh  reference  to  the  beet  in- 
terests of  the  Concern  we  represent. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SWOBHRBDT  dJT  Poi,  AfftHii, 
pnicnmATi,  Marth  81, 1808. 
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EXHIBIT*  KOVEMBEB  30,  1855. 

Dbar  BfucTHBBN :  The  late  settlement  with  the  CommiBsioDeTB  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  8oath»  renders  it  necessaiy  for  us  to  com- 
manoe  a  new  series  of  Exhib^ ;  and  havii^  for  some  time  felt  the  in- 
convenience of  malcing  them  up  to  March  dlst,  the  former  date,  we 
have  thought  thb  the  most  suitable  time  for  making  a  change.  We 
therefore  now  present  jon  an  Exhibit  of  the  condition  of  the  Western 
Book  Concern  at  this  date. 

Very  respectfully,  your  servants  in  Chiist»  ^ 

SWORMBTKDT  A  POE,  AffBtUi. 

BstouacBS. 

SUxAon  hand: 

Books,  bound  and  in  sheets,  Sutionery,  etc $48,627  35 

Presses,  Plates,  Type,  Printing^  Paper,  etc. 34,258  80 

Materials  and  Tools  in  Bindeiy 7,078  07 

Editors*  Libraries,  Farnitiireia  Offices,  etc ^ l/WO  00 

•90,959  22 

VhtmandAoawOt 967^054  01 

Deduct  15  per  oent.  for  probaUekMses 10,066  10 

•56,995  91 

RetdEsUdein  Cindtmati •75,000  00 

Stock  in  Cincinnati  Fud  Company 100  00 

Stock  in  FirgmttH*i  Intmtmco  Compang 100  00 

OisAojidZ^^n^onhaiid 10,871  71 

1234,026  84 
LlABILlTIXS. 

NoUm  andAeodmis^  including  the  balance  due  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church,8onth •sa^Sl  10 

Net  Capital,  November  30,  IB55 8150,405  74 

N.  B.  The  amount  which  the  Western  Book  Concern,  according  to 
adjustment  between  the  Commissioners,  agreed  to  pay  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  was : 

la  cash  payments •60,000  00 

In  Books 10,P00(I0 

In  Southern  Notes  and  Aeoonnti 18,926  01 

^92,926  61 

On  this  amount  the  Agents  hare  paid : 

In  cash • •15,000  00 

In  Books 9,04€  17 

In  Kotes  and  Accounts 12,926  61 

$36,972  78 

•55,058  88 
This  balance  is  to  be  paid: 

In  cash  payments « ^45,000  00 

InBooks 10,953  83 

-^-^^ $5b,9S3  88 

But  for  the  settlement  with  the  Chureh,  South,  and  the  expenses  of  the 
suit  since  the  General  Confinnenoe  of  1852,  the  Concern  would  now  hare 
aneteapitalstockof 8250,816  68 
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N. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOOK  COMMITTEE  Of  THE  WESTERN  BOOK 

CONCERN. 

To  the  General  Conference  of  the  Metkodigi  Bpiscopal  Church : 

Dear  Fat^srs  and  Brbthren  :  We  have  met  annuallj  at  Cincinnati 
to  attend  to  the  duties  with  which  we  were  charged  by  the  General  Con- 
ference of  1852,  and  have  given  to  the  interests  committed  to  our  watch'> 
care,  such  attention  as  will  authorize  us  to  speak  with  confidence  and 
pleasure  of  the  prudent  and  faithful  management  of  the  Concern  bj 
your  Agents,  Brothers  Swormstedt  and  Poe. 

With  our  advice  and  approval,  the  Agents  have  made  very  important 
improvements  to  the  property  by  adding  two  stories  to  the  main  build- 
ing, and  by  furnishing  increased  facilities  for  carrying  on  the  business  of 
the  Book  Room. 

So  far  as  wc  have  been  able  to  learn,  there  has  been  no  want  of 
economy  or  of  attention  to  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  Concern  by 
your  Agents.  They  have  had  to  grapple  with  the  difficulties  accruing 
from  the  unsettled  state  of  the  monetary  afiairs  of  the  country,  and  the 
additional  perplexities  of  the  settlement  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 

Your  Agents  have  been  successful,  under  these  disadvantageous  circum- 
stances, in  maintaining  the  character  of  the  Western  Book  Concern,  in 
regard  to  its  ability  and  promptitude  in  meeting  all  its  liabilities.  The 
books  of  the  Concern  are  neatly  and  correctly  kept,  and  the  premises 
are  in  good  order,  and  the  working  apartments  are  conveniently  and 
comfortably  arranged. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  regular  catalogue  sixty-seven  books  and 
thirty-one  tracts  during  the  four  years,  and  several  additional  volumes 
are  in  the  course  of  publication. 

We  refer  you  to  the  report  of  tbe  Book  AgwtB  for  the  amount  of 
sales  during  the  four  years  past. 

We  are  gratified  in  being  able  to  report  that  all  the  periodicals  pub* 
lished  at  the  Western  Book  Concern  are  in  a  highly  prosperous  condition, 
and  you  will,  doubtless,  appreciate  the  efibrts  of  the  editors  of  these  peri- 
odicals, as  contributing  to  this  result. 

By  the,  report  of  the  Agents,  you  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  the 
Depository  at  Chicago  is  doing  a  good  work,  and  that  the  prospect  is 
good  for  the  success  of  the  Northwestern  Christian  Advocate,  as  a 
self-supporting  member  of  the  family  of  Church  Periodicals. 

We  deem  it  not  improper  to  suggest  to  the  General  Conference  that 
the  Tract  Society,  as  at  present  organised  and  operating,  is  ntit  acocm- 
plishing  the  design  of  its  creation;  uid  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety 
of  some  better  and  more  efficient  and  profitable  arrangement. 

We  commend  all  these  interests  to  your  fostering  care,  praying  that 
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the  blessing  of  Ood  may  rest  upon  these  important  aimliaries  in  spread- 
ing Scriptural  holiness  all  oyer  these  lands. 


G.  W.  Walkbb,  President,  OineinnatL 
PsTBB  Oartwrioht,  ItHnois. 
LnoisK  W.  BsRRT,  Iowa, 
R.  Sapp,  Michigan. 
Jos.  M.  Trimbub,  Ohio. 
S.  C.  GooPSB»  Jf,  Indiana. 


CcronnrATi,  jfyrU  29, 1856. 


0. 

REPORT  O;  THE  HINORITr  OF  THE  BOOK  COMMITTEE  OF  THE 
WESTERN  BOOK  CONCERN. 

To  the  Bishops  and  Members  ef  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  General  Conference  assembled : 

Dear  Fathsrs  and  Brethren  :  The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the 
Book  Committee  of  the  Cincinnati  Book  Concern,  respectfully  begs  leave 
to  present  the  following  as  a  Minority  Report.  This  measure  is  not 
prompted  by  any  unkind  feelings  among  the  members  of  the  committee, 
but  by  an  honest  difference  of  opinicMi  respecting  the  powers  and  duties  of 
the  Book  Committee.  Nor  is  it  intended,  in  this  statement,  to  comphun 
of  any  one,  or  to  examine  the  matters  treated  of  in  the  report  presented 
by  the  majority,  but  mainly  to  bring  to  'the  notice  of  the  General  Confer* 
ence  the  ground  of  difference  between  us  and  other  members  of  the 
committee,  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  undersigned,  requires  the 
decbion  of  the  General  Conference.  The  following  preamble  and  reso* 
lutions,  containing  our  views  on  the  subject,  were  presented  to  the  com* 
mittee  at  its  last  meeting,  April  29th,  with  the  hope  that  the  matter 
might  be  adjusted  without  reference  to  this  body,'  but  the  majority  did 
not  see  fit  to  acquiesce  in  the  measure. 

"  WJiereas,  it  is  provided  in  the  Discipline  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  that  '  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Book  Committee  to  examine 
into  the  condition  of  the  Book  Concern,  to  inspect  the  accounts  of  the 
Agents,  and  to  make  a  report  thereof,  yearly,  to  all  the  Annual  GooABr- 
ences,  and  to  the  General  Conference ;  and, 

"  Whereas,  the  interests  of  the  Concern  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
protection  of  the  admmistration  on  the  other  hand,  requhe  that  such 
'  examination '  and '  inspection '  should  extend  to,  and  mclude,  the  aminal 
receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  funds  of  the  Concern ;  and, 

whereas,  a  difference  of  opinion  exists  among  the  members  of  the 
Book  Committee,  m  respect  to  their  authority  to  audit  the  accounts  of 
the  Agents,  and  the  pcactioability  of  the  measure ;  and  as  informntkm 
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has  been  reeeived  firom  the  Agents,  tfaat  the  boob  of  thf  Coneen  am 
not  so  kept  and  airmiged  as  to  rento  soch  an  ingpectMii  oif  the  accoaata 
practieable;  and, 

^  Whereag,  all  the  intereata  ioYolred  require  that  those  differenees  of 
opinioa  should  be  fnllj  settled,  and  the  obstacles  (d  anj  exist)  in  the 
war  of  a  thoroiu^i  inspection  of  the  acconnts  of  the  Ageato  should  be 
ieSored;2«^,    ^  ^ 

''  L  Be$olped,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Book  Committee  to  inspect 
the  acconnts  of  the  Agents,  to  the  extent  of  ascertaining  the  amoont  of 
funds  annnallj  receiTra*  and  the  objects  and  porposes  for  which  sneh 
funds  have  been  expended. 

**  2.  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Committee  respectfully  request  the 
Agents  of  the  Cincinnati  Book  Concern  so  to  anange  and  keep  the  booka 
and  accounts  of  the  C<»cem,  together  with  any  voncheis  that  may  he 
deemed  necessary,  as  to  render  the  above  exanunation  and  inspection  as 
easy  and  practicable  as  possible." 

A  majority  of  the  committee  declining  to  adopt  the  above  resolutiooa, 
or  to  take  any  action  on  the  subject,  left  the  undersigned  no  other  couree 
to  pursue  than  either,  Ist,  to  sign  the  report  of  the  majority,  which,  in 
his  opinion,  was  not  the  result  of  such  an  examination  of  the  Concern, 
and  uspection  of  the  accounts  of  the  Agents,  as  the  rale  of  Discipline 
contemplates ;  or,  2d,  to  neglect  what  he  concdved  to  be  an  official 
duty,  and  allow  this  subject  still  to  remain  in  doubt;  or,  8d,  to  submit 
it  for  final  decision  to  the  judgment  of  the  General  Conference.  The 
latter  course  has  been  chosen,  with  the  humble  request  that  the  Confer- 
ence will  definitely  express  its  views,  whether  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the 
Book  Committee,  under  the  rule  of  Discipline,  to  "  inspect  the  accounts 
of  the  Agents,"  in  the  sense  of  auditing  those  accounts ;  and  whether 
the  books  of  the  Concern  should  not  be  so  arranged  and  kept  as  to 
render  such  inspection  as  practicable  and  easy  as  possible. 

B.e8pectfully  submitted, 

JoHir  H.  Power. 

Aby  8, 1866. 


P. 

REP(»T  OP  THE  BOOK  COMMITTEE  AT  NEW-TORK. 

Dbab  FiiTBBRs  AND  Brxthiubn  :  The  Book  Committee  appointed  by 
the  General  Conference,  at  its  session  in  1852,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  DiscipUne,  make  their  Report  to  the  General  Conference^ 
to  be  held  in  Indianapolis  m  May,  1866. 

The  committee  having  given  all  the  attention  to  the  important  dutiea 
assigned  them,  which  their  limited  time  would  permit,  are  happy  to  say* 
that  so  far  as  they  are  able  to  judffe,  the  business  of  the  Book  Concern 
has  been  faithfully  conducted*  The  Agents  have  proved  themselves 
folly  adequate  to  tiie  management  of  the  varied  interests  of  the  Conoen^ 
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under  the  new  and  pressing  em^rgenoies  through  which  it  has  passed, 
arising  from  increasing  demands  for  our  publications,  great  pressure  in 
the  monetary  concerns  of  the  country,  and  heavy  Uabmties  arising  from 
the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
It  would  not  have  been  matter  of  wonder,  if  in  a  path  to  them  so  new, 
and  so  large  a  portion  of  it  entirely  untrodden,  our  brethren,  intrusted 
with  this  great  interest,  had  made  some  material  failures ;  but  your  com- 
mittee are  free  to  say  that  the  administration  of  the  agency  has  been 
such  as  to  entitle  them  to  the  approbation  and  gratitude  of  Uie  General 
Conference  and  the  Church  at  large. 

The  buildings  of  the  Book  Concern  are  in  a  state  of  excellent  repair, 
improvements  having  been  made  which  add  much  to  the  convenience  of 
the  establishment,  and  afifbrd  increased  facilities  to  those  who  are  engased 
m  prosecuting  the  various  branches  of  its  business.  The  machinery  has 
been  much  improved.  New  and  improved  presses  have  been  substituted 
for  such  as  were  antiquated  and  comparatively  inefficient  By  these 
means  the  power  of  the  Concern  has  been  greatly  increased  at  a  com* 
paratively  small  expense. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  catalogue  of  books,  during  the  past 
four  years,  two  hundred  and  forty-seven  volumes,  and  several  of  these 
are  volumes  of  considerable  size,  and  of  great  importance  to  our  litera- 
ture. The  sales  of  the  Concern  have  amounted  to  11,000,734  18,  and 
the  business  has  yielded  a  profit  of  $191,262  77.  These  are  results 
which  your  committee  think  should  be  regarded  as  highly  satisfactory. 

DEPOfirroBiEa 

The  Depositories  established,  in  conformity  with  the  action  of  the 
General  Conference,  at  Boston,  Pittsburgh,  and  Buffalo,  are  in  success- 
ful operation.  The  amount  of  sales  for  four  years  is  as  follows :  Boston, 
tl29,814  17  ;  Pittsburgh,  $49,425  66  ;  ^Buffalo,  $12,000. 

An  experiment  of  a  Branch  of  the  Concern  in  the  city  of  New-Tork 
has  been  in  progress  for  some  six  years,  and  the  results,  as  your  Com- 
mittee think,  have  not  been  such  as  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  such 
an  establishment  is  expedient.  The  question,  it  is  presumed,  will  rec^ve 
due  attention  from  the  General  Conference. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  there  may  be  danger  of  estab- 
lishing too  many  depositories.  Such  are  the  increased  facilities  for  trans- 
portation at  the  present  time,  that  it  would  seem  to  be  a  measure  of 
common  prudence  not  to  increase  the  risks  and  expenses  of  seperate 
eatabluhments  much  beyond  what  they  are  at  present. 

FERIODICAUL 

Your  committee  regret  to  say  that  all  the  periodicals  published  at 
New- York  come  short  of  supporting  themselves,  excepting  the  Christian 
Advocate  and  Journal,  and  that  has  fallen  off  in  the  number  of  its  sub- 
cribers  during  the  last  year. 

•This  Depository  has  been  la  existence  about  twenty  months;  henoe  the  v^ 
port  of  sales  is  for  only  one  year. 
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The  AdTOcate  now  has  27,000  upon  its  sahscription  list,  and  yidded 
a  profit  for  the  current  jear,  ending  Decemher  30,  1855,  of  1 8,063  16. 

The  Quarterly  Review  has  somewhat  increased  its  number  of  sub- 
scribers, now  having  a  list  of  2,600,  but  still  has  run  the  Concern  in 
debt  $2,416  97  for  the  current  year. 

The  National  Magazine  has  a  subscription  list  of  15,500,  and  was  a 
loss  to  the  Concern,  the  past  year,  of  14,438  57/ 

The  Sunday-School  Advocate  has  a  circuhition  of  80,000,  and  fafled 
to  meet  its  expenses,  in  1855,  by  $5,887  70.  The  mechanical  execution 
and  the  quality  of  the  paper  are  evidently  too  expensive  for  the  present 
jnrice  of  the  paper.  It  vnll  be  a  question  for  the  General  Conference  to 
settle,  whether  it  will  be  ^tood  pohcy  to  reduce  the  quality  ci  the  paper, 
ntunber,  and  expenses  of  tiie  cuts,  <fec.,  or  continue  to  publish  the  pi^per 
at  a  loss.  1^ 

TRACT  SOCIETY. 

The  Tract  Society  is  an  important  branch  of  our  economy,  and  m^ 
be  considered  as  having  fairly  commenced  its  career  of  usefulness,  it 
only  becomes  us  to  spe^  of  tlie  institution  as  an  instrumentality  throngh 
which  the  Book  Concern  can  act  upon  the  public  mind.  The  relatioDS 
of  the  two,  perhaps,  are  not  yet  quite  sufficiently  defined.  Your  com- 
mittee would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  relation  of  the  Book  Concern 
and  the  Tract  Society  should  be  so  adjusted,  and  responsibOitv  for  the 
debts  contracted  for  books  should  be  so  located,  as  that  the  Tract  So* 
ciety  should  not  be  a  source  of  loss  to  the  Book  Concern.  The  General 
Conference  will,  doubtless,  carefully  examine  into  the  whole  question, 
and  make  all  necessary  and  suitable  provision  for  the  harmcmious  and 
effective  action  of  the  two  departments. 

SUGGESTIONS 

Facts  and  curcumstances  have  arrested  the  attention  of  the  Book 
Committee,  during  the  past  four  years,  which  have  brought  us  to  cer- 
tain conclusions,  which  we  feel  bound  to  present  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence for  its  consideration.  We  shall  not  undertake  to  sustain  our 
opinions  by  a  lengthened  argument  in  this  report,  but  should  the  General 
Conference  be  induced,  by  our  suggestions,  to  look  at  the  reasons  upon 
which  they  are  based,  or,  if  they  are  not  obvious,  should  our  suggestions 
elicit  them  from  any  quarter,  so  that  they  may  be  fuUy  appreciated,  our 
object  will  be  answered. 

We  would  suggest  the  posdbility  of  multiplying  General  Conference 
papers  beyond  the  necessities  of  the  Church. 

We  would  also  suggest  that  the  editors  at  New- York  should  reside 
in  that  city,  or  in  its  immediate  neighborhood,  and  occupy  offices  in  the 
Book  Room.  Also,  that  editors  should  not,  at  thdr  own  motion*  leave 
the  country,  and  devolve  their  duties  upon  others. 

Finally :  That  the  General  Conference  editors  should  not  disparage 
the  Book  Concern  m  their  publications.  We  believe  that  the  importance 
of  the  Concern,  as  a  tributary  to  the  Church's  power,  can  scarcely  be 
overrated,  and  we  think  that  it  is  entitled  to  the  sympathy  and  heartj 
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eodperation  of  the  whole  Churoh ;  and  certainly  we  think  it  ought  to 
be  protected  from  the  assaults  of  our  own  editors. 

During  the  past  four  years  a  great  crisis  has  taken  place  in  the  historr 
of  the  Book  Concern.  We  refer  to  the  settlement  of  the  litigation  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  the  consequent  heavy 
lial»lities  of  the  Concern.  The  present  financial  condition  of  the  Con* 
cem,  we  presume,  will  be  presented  by  the  Agents  in  Unek  report,  and 
must  not  be  entered  into  by  us. 

This  brief  survey  of  interests  committed  to  us  for  our  annual  inspec- 
tion and  advisement,  we  now  submit  to  the  General  Conference  as  our 
report. 

GxoROB  Peck,  Wyoming  Cor^erenee. 

C.  B.  TippxTT,  Baltimore  dmfermoe. 

T.  J.  Thompson,  Philadelphia  Conference. 

J.  Porter,  New-England  Conjerenee. 

8.  Allbk,  Maine  Cat^erenee. 

M.  Crow,  JSaet  Chneeee  Con/erenee. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  CHURCH  SUIT  IN 
THE  WEST. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to  attend  to  the  Church  Suit  in  the 
West  beg  leave  to  report  They  attended  the  trial  in  the  Circuit  Court 
of  Ohio,  where  the  case  was  amied  by  able  counsel  on  both  sides,  and 
the  decision  was  in  &vor  of  the  defendants.  No  sooner  was  the  decisioa 
rendered  than  notice  of  an  appeal  was  given. 

At  an  earlv  period  after  this  decision  was  rendered,  Judge  McLean  vol* 
untarily  mediating  between  the  parties,  proposed  an  amicable  settlement 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

The  ludge  in  his  letter  of  October  29,  1852,  says,  ''As  the  late  de- 
cision places  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on  its  proper  ground,  and 
must  vindicate  its  course  in  the  estimation  of  all  intelligent  and  unpreju- 
diced men,  I  advise  strongly  and  decidedly  that  a  compromise  be  pro- 
posed by  it," 

The  Commissioners  of  the  suit  in  the  East  resolved,  ''That  if  the  com- 
mission in  the  West  should  take  measures  for  an  amicable  settlementi 
and  succeed  in  obtaining  such  a  settlement  as  the  following,  namely :  that 
all  prooeedinffs  in  the  civil  courts  between  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  forever  cease,  then  and  in 
case  the  decision  of  the  Court  in  New-York  shall  be  satisfactory,  we  wiU 
give  it  our  sanction,  provided  also  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  will 
allow  an  assessment  upon  the  Western  Concern,  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  property  at  New-Yoric  and  Cincinnati." 

To  which  the  Commissioners  of  the  West  answered : 
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"  That  while  we  regret  the  litigation  hefore  the  ciril  courts  occasioned 
bj  the  suits  brought  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  feel 
disposed  to  do  everything  that  justice,  equity,  or  a  Christian  spirit  may 
demand,  we  do  not  think  we  are  required  to  make  any  proposition  for 
compromise,  or  that  it  would  be  proper  for  us  to  do  so. 

'^  That  we  hold  ourselves  in  readiness  respectfully,  and  patiently,  to  con- 
sider any  further  suggestions  which  may  be  made  by  the  Eastern  com- 
mission of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  touching  a  proposition  for 
compromise,  or  to  confer  with  them  on  this  subject" 

In  communicating  the  foregoing,  we  suggested  reasons  why  a  proposition 
for  compromise  might  with  more  propriety  come  from  them. 

Early  in  December,  1852,  your  Commissioners,  acting  upon  suggestions 
of  counsel,  addressed  a  circular  letter  to  the  Bishops,  containing  in  sub- 
stance the  following  inquiries,  namely :  1.  Would  you  advise  that  the 
Bishops  be  requested  to  submit  a  proposition  to  make  a  division  of  the 
property  of  the  Book  Concern  according  to  the  "Plan  of  Separation*^  be- 
fore the  Annual  Conferences,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  requisite 
majority  could  be  obtained.  2.  Do  yeu  believe  such  a  proposition  would 
be  carried  in  the  Annual  Conferences!  3.  If  an  attempt  should  be  made 
to  settle  the  claim  of  the  South  and  it  should  fail,  would  our  position  be- 
fojb  the  public  be  better  or  worse  f 

ibe  Bishops  were  unanimous  in  advising  against  submitting  the  prop- 
osition, and  in  declaring  their  opinion,  that  if  it  were  submitt^  it  would 
fail,  and  render  our  position  worse. 

The  brethren  of  the  Eastern  Commission,  who  were  also  consulted,  re- 
turned answers  in  harmony  with  those  of  the  Bishops.  Your  Commi»- 
sioners,  therefore,  concluded  that  nothing  could  be  gained  by  submitting 
the  question  to  the  Annual  Conferences,  and  they  so  informed  their  coun- 
sel. In  May,  1853,  the  Eastern  Commissioners  were  convened,  at  the  in- 
stance of  Judge  M*Lean,  and  they  agreed  to  a  basis  of  settlement,  sub- 
ject to  the  condition  that  the  Western  Commissioners  unite  in  the  prop- 
osition. This  ^  basis"  was  communicated  to  the  Southern  Commissionen, 
and  after  they  had  assented  to  it,  it  was  submitted  to  us. 

Before  determining  whether  we  could  unite  with  our  brother  Commis- 
sioners in  the  East,  we  requested  a  meeting  with  them,  which  was  held  at 
Pittsbuigh,  Pa.,  July  6, 1853.  Meanwhile  we  consulted  counsel  as  to  our 
powers,  and  received  the  following  answer  from  Mr.  Ewing : 

^  There  is,  to  my  mind,  a  very  clear  distinction  between  the  powers  of 
the  Commissioners  over  the  fiinds  involved  in  the  suit  in  New-York  and 
the  suit  in  Ohio. 

''An  interlocutory  decree  having  passed  against  the  Methodist  Episc(^ 
Church  in  New- York,  settling  the  question  of  right  against  them,  it  is  in 
the  power  of  the  Commissioners  to  compromise  and  settle  the  details  of 
the  final  decree  in  such  manner  as  in  their  opinion  will  subserve  the  in- 
terests and  promote  the  well-being  of  the  Church  which  they  repraeent. 
The  Annual  Conferences  have  no  voice  in  this  matter  of  adjustment  and 
detail.  All  rests  with  the  General  Conference,  whose  powers  are  not  in 
this  restricted  by  any  organic  law,  and  the  General  Conference  has  vested 
all  its  powers  over  this  subject-matter  in  the  Commissioners.  They  there- 
fore have  full  power  to  adjust  the  details  of  the  final  decree,  not  dqMurting 
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from  the  principles  settled  by  the  interlocutoiy  decree,  in  such  manner  aa 
they  iliink  proper,  and  their  acts  will  be  binding  upon  the  Church  and  all 
else  interested  by  connection  with  it. 

**  But  the  case  is  totally  different  with  the  suit  in  Ohio,  and  the  prop- 
erty which  is  affected  by  it 

*'  Without  criticising  too  closely  the  powers  granted  by  the  General 
Conference  to  the  Commissioners  over  the  suit  in  Ohio,  and  suffering  it  to 
extend,  as  I  think  it  does,  not  only  to  the  suit,  but  with  it  to  the  subject- 
matter  in  controversy,  the  property  involved  in  the  suit,  and  the  settle- 
ment of  all  matters  in  litigation  oonceminff  it,  we  yet  find  the  Commis- 
sioners clothed  only  with  the  power  which  the  General  Confbrenoe 
has  over  the  Book  Concern  before  any  litigation  commenced  concern- 
ing it 

"  It  cannot  be  well  aigued  that  t^e  power  of  the  General  Conference 
over  the  property  in,  and  proceeds  of^  the  Book  Concern  was  enlarged  by 
the  fact  that  there  was  controversy  and  litigation  concerning  it,  and  that 
the  General  Conference  was  the  appropriate  repository  to  conduct  and 
settle  litigation.  The  whole  controversy  rested  and  rests  on  the  power  of 
the  General  Conference  to  apply  this  fund  in  a  particular  manner.  If 
they  have  that  power,  I  think,  on  a  liberal  construction  of  their  act,  they 
have  quoad  hoe  transferred  it  to  the  Commissioners.  But  if  they  had  it 
not  as  an  original  and  distinct  power,  they  cannot  have  acquired  it  by  an 
abortive  attempt  (if  they  did  attempt  it,  which  I  by  no  means  admit)  at 
its  exercise,  and  by  such  attempt  giving  rise  to  litigation.  To  hold  that 
this  could  be  done,  would  be  to  nullify  at  once  all  constitutional  restric- 
tions. 

*'  The  power  of  the  Commissioners  then  over  the  subject-matter  of  the 
controversy  in  Ohio  rests  upon  the  power  of  the  General  Conference  over 
the  proceeds  of  the  Book  Concern,  subject  to  the  saving  of  the  6th  restrict- 
ive article,  and  there  is  no  decree  in  the  case  in  Ohio  changing  the  rehi- 
tion  of  the  parties  to  the  property. 

"  I  have  heretofore  expressed  my  opinion  that  the  General  Conference 
had  no  power  to  change  the  application  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Book  Con- 
cern without  the  consent  of  the  Annual  Conferences.  This  opinion  re- 
mains unchanged.  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  on  the  subject  The  Circuit 
Court  in  the  district  of  Ohio,  in  the  direct  case,  expressed  the  same  opin- 
ion unhesitatingly.  In  the  New-York  case,  it  was  held  that  the  effect 
had  been  produced,  not  by  a  direct  exercise  of  power,  which  it  was  not 
intimated  that  the  General  Conference  possessed,  but  that  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  the  organization  of  two 
Churches  out  of  its  original  elements,  the  rights  to  the  proceeds  of  the 
Book  Concern  followed  the  persons  entitled  into  the  new  organization.  In 
my  opinion,  therefore,  the  Commissioners  have  not  power  to  enter  into  the 
proposed  arrangement,  as  to  the  property  involved  in  the  suit  in  Ohio, 
without  first  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  Annual  Conferences.  But  aa 
they  have  now  vested  in  them  all  the  powers  of  the  General  Conference, 
over  the  matters  in  litigation,  if  the  consent  of  the  Annual  Conferences 
could  be  obtained,  the  arranffement  propoeed  by  Judge  M'Lean  might 
safely  and  properly  be  entered  into." 

This  opinion  settled  in  our  minds  the  question  of  power,  as  the  opinion 
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At  the  meeting  at  Pittsburgh,  we  received  communications  from  Judges 
McLean  and  Nelson,  advising  us  of  the  mode  by  which  the  settlement 
proposed  by  the  former  might  be  carried  out 

This  is  briefly  stated  in  Uie  words  of  the  latter : 

**If  the  Western  Corporation  voluntarily  appear  and  become  parties  to 
the  NewtYork  suit,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court  over  it,  nor  that  the  decree  would  bind  it ;  and  as  to  the  powers  of 
the  Western  Commissioners  over  the  subject-matter,  it  seems  to  me  the 
resolution  of  the  General  Conference,  a  copy  of  which  you  inclosed,  is 
amj^e  for  that  purpose.'' 

We  never  doubted  that  we  might  acquire  legal  power  to  make  the 
•proposed  compromise  by  voluntarily  going  out  of  the  Circuit  Court  of 
Ohio  and  into  the  Circuit  Court  of  New-York.  This  we  did  not  think 
proper  to  do.  1.  Because  it  would  seem  to  repudiate  a  decision  which 
we  believed  to  be  right.  2.  To  endorse  a  decision  that  we  believed  to  be 
wrong.  8.  We  had  no  evidence  that  the  principal  for  which  we  acted 
desired  us  thus  to  settle  the  matter  in  dispute. 

We  were  informed  upon  inquiry,  that  the  Circuit  Court  of  New-Yoik 
would  not  admit  a  caveat  against  its  own  decision,  and  that  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  would  not  make  a  decree  in  the  Ohio  case  by 
consent  of  parties,  and  direct  a  distribution  that  might  be  agreed  on. 

Solicitous  prudently  to  go  to  the  limit  of  our  power  for  an  amicable 
settlement,  we  resolved,  1.  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  unite  with  our  breth- 
ren of  the  Eastern  Commission  in  the  pro^josition  for  a  settlement  with 
the  South.  2.  That  we  agree  to  submit  to  an  arbitration ;  the  arbiters  to 
be  chosen  in  the  usual  mode,  each  party  choosing  one,  and  the  two  thus 
chosen  selecting  a  third;  their  decision  to  be  &ial.  8.  That  while  we 
deeply  regret  we  litigation  into  which  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
has  been  forced,  we  cannot  conceive  any  good  reason  why  the  Church  we 
represent  and  serve,  or  the  cause  of  religion,  should  suffer  disgrace  by  our 
being  sued,  especially  under  the  circumstances  under  which  the  suit  was 
brought,  and  our  appearing  as  defendants  before  the  Courts  of  the  coun^ 

S4.  That  in  case  the  Commissioners  decline  our  propositions  for  an 
itration,  and  will  not  suspend  the  prosecution  of  their  appeal  to  allow  us 
time  to  take  the  vote  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  we  consider  ourselves 
rirat  up  to  the  necessity  of  calmly  awaiting  the  decision  which  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  may  m&e  in  our  case. 

These  resolutions  were  transmitted  to  the  distinguished  gentleman  who 
acted  as  mediator  between  the  parties,  and  he  was  informed  that  it  was 
understood  by  us  that  the  proposed  arbitration  was  to  be  under  the  sano- 
tion  of  the  Court  He  having  declined  to  present  our  proposition  to  the 
Southern  Commissioners,  we  made  it  directly,  and  received  from  them  a 
direct  but  respectful  refusal. 

Mr.  Ewing,  at  one  time,  in  view  of  the  settlement  of  the  New-York 
case,  and  the  uncertainty  respecting  the  issue  of  ours  in  the  Court  of 
ultimate  resort,  although  he  fdt  confident  that  the  law  was  with  us, 
expressed  a  wish  that  there  might  be  a  compromise  of  the  matter;  but 
subsequently,  under  date  of  February  1,  1864,  he  writes: 
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"•  On  fuU  reflection,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  conclusion  you  have  come  to 
is  the  best  You  are  trustees,  and  you  follow  the  law  of  your  trust  both 
as  it  was  expounded  to  you  by  your  counsel  and  adjudged  by  the  Court ; 
and  nothing  but  a  general  consent  of  the  ministry  would  warrant  your 
departure  from  the  straight  line  marked  out  by  the  law." 

Your  Commissioners  attended  the  trial  at  Washington.  The  I'esult  is 
known  to  the  country.  Soon  after  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  was 
published,  we  proposed  to  the  Southern  Commissioners  an  amicable  liquida- 
tion of  their  claim  against  the  Western  Book  Concern,  with  a  view  to  save 
both  delay  and  cost  in  the  appointment  of  a  Master  Commissioner. 

We  are  happy  to  observe  that  no  unkind  feehngs  have  influenced  us  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duty  assigned  us,  and  that  our  intercourse,  both  with 
the  Eastern  and  Southern  Commissioners,  has  been  most  friendly.  The 
former  proposed  to  us  the  question,  whether  we  had  ahy  objection  to  the 
separate  adjustment  of  the  claim  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
against  the  New- York  Book  Concern,  and  were  assured  that  we  had  not 
We  felt  every  disposition  to  accommodate,  but  were  determined  not  to 
transcend  our  powers.  Although  we  were  forewarned  of  the  result,  we 
are  not  responsible  for  it  Indeed,  the  same  authority  which  predicted 
the  issue,  proclaimed  Judge  Nelson's  decision  in  the  New-York  case  to  be 
wrong,  and  Judge  Leavitt's  decision  in  ours  to  be  right  For  ourselves, 
we  do  not  regret  that  the  Supreme  Court  has  decided  the  case.  If  it  has 
decided  according  to  the  law,  it  is  well  for  us,  for  the  Southern  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  for  the  whole  country,  that  the  law  should  be  pro- 
claimed by  our  highest  judicial  tribunal.  If  it  has  decided  otherwise,  it 
l)ehooyes  us  all  to  know  how  far  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
can  be  relied  upon. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  having 
responded  favorably  to  our  proposition  for  an  amicable  adjustment,  a 
meeting  was  arranged  for  that  purpose. 

After  a  calculation  of  the  claim  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  against  the  Western  Book  Concern,  we  proposed  to  give  them 
seventy  mousand  dollars. 

This  proposition  was  declined,  on  the  alleged  ground  that  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  according  to  tlie  exhibit  of  the  Western  Book 
Concern,  and  the  mandate  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was  entitled  to  from 
ninety  to  ninety-six  thousand  dollars. 

It  should  be  observed  that,  according  to  the  mandate  of  the  Court,  the 
capital,  up  to  1845,  was  to  be  divided  pro  rata  by  the  number  of  the 
traveling  preachers,  which  would  give  the  South  from  28  to  80  per  cent 
on  the  capital;  but  that,  instead  of  dividing  the  profits  since  1845  upon 
the  same  principle,  it  directs  that  they  shall  be  divided  pro  rata  by  Con- 
ference, which  raised  the  proportion  of  the  South  to  42  per  cent  on  the 
amount  divided. 

We  subsequently  received  from  the  Southern  Commissioners  a  proposi- 
tion, proposing  to  take  eighty  thousand  dollars  and  the  Southern  debts, 
amounting  to  tl2,926  61.  To  this  proposition  we  acceded.  Indeed, 
'when  we  reflect  that  the  Southern  debts  were  all  past  due,  many  of  them 
outlawed,  some  worthless,  and  all,  while  in  the  hands  of  the  Book  Con- 
cern, of  little  or  no  value ;  and  that  the  South  claimed,  and  could  coUect, 
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under  the  decree  of  the  Court,  the  interest  on  their  portion  of  the 
capital  since  the  rendering  of  the  decree,  and  which  was  not  taken  into 
account  in  our  calculation,  although  it  would  raise  their  proportion  about 
three  thousand  dollars ;  and  that  the  extension  of  credit  beyond  ordinaiy 
business  limits  and  the  proffered  offer  of  purchases,  with  which  the  Southern 
propositions  were  accompanied,  were  greatly  advantageous  to  the  Con- 
cern at  this  crisis,  we  did  not  perceive  that  their  proposition  materially 
varied  from  our  own. 

The  mandate  required  that  all  the  expenses  attending  the  suit,  including 
charges  of  counsel  and  solicitors,  and  traveling  expenses  of  Commissioners, 
as  well  of  plaintiffs  as  defendants,  should  be  a  common  charge  on  the 
Concern ;  but  in  our  settlement  it  was  agreed  that  each  party  should  bear 
its  own  costs,  except  the  taxable  costs,  amounting  to,  say  $400,  which 
should  be  paid  by  the  Concern;  and  considering  the  difference  in  the 
expenses  of  the  parties,  we  deemed  this  arrangement  no  inconsiderable 
advantage  to  us. 

Moreover,  a  separation  without  a  settiement,  when  there  was  no  piin- 
eiple  involved,  would  have  been  little  less  than  disgraceful. 

We,  therefore,  drew  up  and  signed  the  following  final  decree,  namely : 

«  WiLUAM  A.^SMrrH,  et  al^  |  ^  g  (,^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^ 

Lerov  Swormstedt,  etai.)  P       »  • 

**  And  now  come  the  said  complainants,  and,  on  their  motion,  the  fol- 
lowing decree,  rendered  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  at 
the  December  Term  thereof,  A.  D.  1853,  and  the  mandate  thereon,  are 
ordered  to  be  entered,  and  the  same  is  accordingly  done,  as  follows : 


a,  et  al^  ) 
DT,  et  al,  ) 


"•William  A.  Smith, 

vs, 
•**Lkrot  Swormstedt, 

'' '  Appeal  from  Uie  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of 
Ohio. 

"  *  This  cause  came  on  to  be  heard  on  the  transcript  of  the  record  from 
the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Ohio,  and  was 
argued  by  counsel.  On  consideration  whereof  it  is  ordered,  adjudged, 
and  decreed  by  this  Court,  that  the  decree  of  said  Circuit  Court  in  this 
cause  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  reversed  and  annulled ;  and  thia  Court 
doth  further  find,  adjudge,  and  decree, 

" '  1.  That  under  the  resolution  of  the  Grenend  Conference  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  holden  at  the  city  of  New- York,  according  to  the 
usaffe  and  Discipline  of  said  Church,  passed  on  the  eighth  day  of  Juoe^ 
in  me  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four,  (m 
the  pleadings  mentioned,)  it  was  among  other  things,  and  in  virtue  of  tiie 
power  of  the  said  Greneral  Conference,  well  agreed  and  determined  by  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America,  as  then 
existing,  that  in  case  the  Annual  Conferences  in  the  slaveholdinff  states 
should  find  it  necessaiy  to  unite  in  a  distinct  ecclesiastical  connection,  the 
ministers,  local  and  traveling,  of  every  grade  and  office  in  the  Methodist 


Seport  of  the  Commisnaners  cf  the  Church  Suit  in  the  West.  261 

Episcopal  Church,  might  attach  themselvos  to  such  new  ecclesiastical  con« 
section,  without  blame. 

"  *  2.  That  the  said  Annual  Conferences  in  the  slareholding  states  did 
find  and  determine  that  it  was  right,  expedient,  and  necessary  to  erect 
the  Annual  Conferences  last  aforesaid  into  a  distinct  ecclesiastical  con- 
nection, based  upon  the  Discipline  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
aforesaid,  comprehending  the  doctrines  and  entire  moral  and  ecclesiastical 
rule  and  regulations  of  the  said  Discipline,  (except  only  in  so  far  as  verbal 
alterations  might  be  necessary  to  or  for  a  distinct  organization,)  which  new 
ecclesiastical  connection  was  to  be  known  by  the  name  and  style  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  was  duly  organized,  under  said  resolutions  of  the  said 
Gleneral  Conference,  and  the  said  decision  of  said  Annual  Conferences 
last  aforesaid,  in  a  convention  thereof  held  at  Louisville,  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  in  the  month  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-five. 

"  *  8.  That  by  force  of  the  said  resolutions  of  June  the  eighth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-four,  and  of  the  authority  and  power  of  the  said  Gen- 
eral Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  as  then  existing,  by 
which  the  same  were  adopted,  and  by  virtue  of  the  said  finding  and  de- 
termination of  the  said  Annual  Conferences  in  the  slaveholding  states 
therein  mentioned,  and  by  virtue  of  the  organization  of  such  conferences 
into  a  distinct  ecclesiastical  connection  as  last  aforesaid,  the  religious 
association  known  as  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  as  then  existing,  was  divided  into  two  associations,  or  distinct 
Methodist  Episcopal  Churches,  as  in  the  bill  of  complaint  is  alleged. 

*'  *  4.  That  the  property  denominated  the  Methodist  Book  Concern  at 
Cincinnati,  in  the  pleadings  mentioned,  was,  at  the  time  of  said  division 
and  immediately  before,  a  fund  subject  to  the  following  use,  that  is  to 
say,  that  the  profits  arising  therefrom,  aile(^  retaining  a  sufficient  capital 
to  carry  on  the  business  thereof  were  to  be  regularly  app|jed  toward  the 
support  of  the  different  traveling,  supernumerary,  superannuated,  and 
worn-out  preachers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  their  wives, 
widows,  and  children,  according  to  the  rules  and  Discipline  of  said  Church, 
and  that  the  said  fund  and  property  are  held  under  Uie  act  of  incorpora- 
tion in  the  said  answer  nientioned,  by  the  said  defendants,  Leroy  Sworm- 
stedt  and  John  H.  Power,  as  Agents  of  said  Book  Concern,  and  in  trust 
for  the  purposes  thereof. 

*^  *■  5.  That,  in  virtue  of  the  said  division  of  said  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States,  the  deficient,  traveling,  supernumerary, 
superannuated,  and  worn-out  preachers,  their  wives,  widows,  and  children, 
comprehended  in,  or  in  connection  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  were,  are,  and  continue  to  be  beneficiaries  of  the  said  Book  Con- 
cern, to  the  same  extent  and  as  folly  as  if  the  said  division  had  not  taken 
place,  and  in  the  same  manner  and  degree  as  persons  of  the  same  de- 
scription who  are  comprehended  in,  or  in  connection  with,  the  other  associ- 
ation, denominated  since  the  division,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  that  as  well  the  principal  as  the  profits  of  said  Book  Concern,  since 
said  division,  should  of  right  be  administered  and  managed  by  the  re- 
spective General  and  Annuied  Conferences  of  the  said  two  associations  and 


26^  JS$pori  of  the  Commisnonera  of  the  Cfhurch  Suit  in  the  West 

Churches  under  the  separate  organizations  thereof,  and  according  to  the 
shares  or  proportions  of  the  same  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  in  con- 
ibrmity  with  the  rules  and  Discipline  of  said  respective  associations,  so  as 
to  carry  out  the  purposes  and  trusts  aforesaid. 

^  *  6.  That  so  much  of  the  capital  and  property  of  said  Book  Concern  at 
Cincinnati,  wherever  situated,  and  so  much  of  ihe  produce  and  profits 
thereof,  as  may  not  hav^  been  heretofore  accounted  for  to  said  Church, 
South,  in  the  New-York  case  hereinafter  mentioned,  .or  otherwise,  shall 
be  paid  to  said  Church,' South,  according  to  the  rate  and  proportions  fol* 
lowing,  that  is  to  say :  In  respect  to  the  capital,  such  share  or  part  as 
corresponds  with  the  proportion  which  the  number  of  the  traveling 
preachers  in  the  Annual  Conferences  which  formed  themselves  into  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  bore  to  the  number  of  all  the  travel- 
ing preachers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  before  the  division 
thereof^  which  numbers  shall  be  fixed  and  ascertained  as  they  are  shown 
by  the  minutes  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  next  preceding  the 
said  division  and  new  organization  in  the  month  of  May,  A.  D.  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-five. 

^ '  And  in  respect  to  the  produce  or  profits,  such  share  or  part  as  the 
number  of  Annual  Conferences  which  formed  themselves  into  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  South,  bore,  at  the  time  of  said  division  in  May, 
A.  D.  1 845,  to  the  whole  number  of  Annual  Conferences  then  being  m 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  excluding  the  Liberia  Conference,  so 
that  the  division  or  apportionment  of  said  produce  and  profits  shall  be  had 
by  conferences,  and  not  by  numbers  of  the  traveling  preachers. 

^'7.  That  said  payment  of  capital  and  profits,  according  to  the  ratios  of 
apportionment  so  declared,  shall  be  made  and  paid  to  the  said  Smith, 
Parsons,  and  Green,,  as  Commissioners  aforesaid,  or  their  successors,  on 
behalf  of  said  Church,  South,  and  the  beneficiaries  therein,  or  to  such 
o<^er  person  or  persons  as  may  be  thereto  authorized  by  the  General 
Conference  of  said  Church,  South,  the  same  to  be  subsequently  managed 
and  administered,  so  as  to  carry  out  the  trusts  and  uses  aforesaid,  accord- 
ing to  the  Discipline  of  said  Church,  South,  and  the  regulations  of  the 
General  Conference  thereof. 

^  *  8.  And,  in  order  more  fully  to  carry  out  the  matters  hereinbefore  set- 
tled and  adjudged,  it  is  further  ordered  and  decreed,  that  this  cause  be 
remanded  to  the  said  Circuit  Court  for  further  proceedings;  that  is  to 
say, 

*^'  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  master  to  take  and  state  an  aooount  aa 
follows : 

*''(!.)  Of  the  amount  and  value  of  the  said  Book  Concern  at  Cincinnati, 
on  the  first  day  of  May,  184«5,  and  of  what  specific  property  and  effects 
(according  to  a  general  description  or  classification  thereof)  the  same  then 
consisted,  whether  composed  of  real  or  personal  estate,  and  of  whatever 
nature  or  description  the  same  may  have  been,  and  a  similar  account  aa 
of  the  date  or  time,  when  the  said  master  shall  take  this  account 

"'  (2.)  Of  the  produce  and  profits  of  said  Book  Concern  firom  the  time 
of  the  General  Conference  of  May,  1844,  as  reported  thereto,  (if  so  report- 
ed,) up  to  the  time  of  the  said  division  in  May,  1845,  and  from  the  last 
■lentioned  date  down  to  the  time  of  making  up  his  report,  specifying  how 
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much  of  said  profits  and  produce  hare  been  transferred  to  said  Book 
Concern  at  New-York,  and  accounted  for  to  said  Church,  South,  in  the 
settlement  of  the  case  there,  and  how  much  remains  to  be  accounted  for 
to  said  Church,  South,  on  the  basis  settled  by  this  decree. 

^\ '  And  in  taking  said  accounts,  and  in  the  execution  of  said  reference,  the 
said  defendants  shall  produce  on  oath  all  deeds,  accounts,  books  of  a^ 
counts,  instruments,  reports,  letters,  and  copies  of  letters,  memoranda, 
documents,  and  writings  whatever  pertinent  to  said  reference,  in  their  pos- 
session or  control,  and  the  said  defendants  may  be  examined  on  oath,  on 
the  said  reference,  and  each  party  may  produce  evidence  before  the  mas- 
ter, and  have  process  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses. 

**  *  And  the  said  master  is  briber  directed,  in  respect  to  any  annual  prof- 
its of  said  Concern,  not  heretofore  accounted  for  to  said  Church,  South,  to 
allow  to  said  Church,  South,  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  upon  such 
mipaid  balances  from  the  date  at  which  the  same  ought  to  have  been 
paid. 

**' And,  in  respect  to  all  the  costs  in  this  case,  including  the  costs  of  the 
reference,  and  all  other  costs  from  the  commencement  of  the  case  until  its 
conclusion ;  and  in  respect  to  the  fees  of  counsel  and  solicitors  therein  of 
both  parties,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  reasonable;  and  in  respect  of  just 
and  necessary  expenses,  as  well  of  plaintiff  as  of  defendants,  in  conduct* 
ing  the  suit,  the  same  ought  to  be  {>aid  out  of  said  Book  Concern,  as  a 
common  charge  thereon,  before  appointment  and  division ;  and  the  mas- 
ter is  accordingly  directed  to  allow  and  pay  the  same  to  the  respective 
parties  entitled  thereto,  and  then  to  apportion  the  residue  according  to  the 
principles  fixed  in  this  decree, 

^ '  And  the  master  is  further  directed  to  return  his  report  to  the  said  Cir- 
cuit Court  with  all  convenient  dispatch,  which  Court  shall  then  proceed 
to  enforce  the  payment  of  whatever  sum  or  sums  may  be  found  due  to 
said  Church,  South,  on  the  confirmation  of  the  master's  report,  in  such 
installments  as  may  be  by  said  Court  adjudged  reasonable,  each  part^ 
Jiaving  due  opportunity  of  excepting  to  the  master's  report;  and  all 
questions  arising  upon  siud  report,  and  not  settled  by  this  decree,  may  be 
moved  before  said  Circuit  Court,  to  which  Court  either  party  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  apply  on  the  footing  of  this  decree.' 

^  And  thereupon  came,  as  well  the  said  complainants,  by  their  solicitor, 
as  also  the  said  defendants,  and  make  known  to  the  Court  that  ihey 
have  mutually  settled  and  adjusted  the  various  matters  which,  by  the 
terms  of  said  decree,  were  to  be  ascertained  by  the  reference  to  a  master, 
as  therein  directed,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

**  Sec.  A.  That  there  be  paid  by  the  said  Book  Concern  at  Cincmnati 
to  the  said  William  A.  Smith,  Alexander  L.  P.  Green,  and  Charles  B. 
Parsons,  Commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  the 
sum  of  eighty  thousand  dollars,  in  manner  hereinafter  specified,  and  that 
there  be  assigned  and  delivered  by  said  Book  Concern  to  said  Com- 
missioners, or  their  appomtee,  all  the  debts  due  to  said  Book  Concern 
from  persons  living  in  Southern  States,  according  to  a  schedule  now 
made  out 

^  Which  said  sum  of  eighty  thousand  dollars,  and  said  assignment  of 
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debtfl,  is  to  be  in  fall  discharge  of  all  ri^t,  interest,  and  claim,  either  in 
reapect  of  capital  or  profits,  of  said  Meth^ist  Episcopal  Church,  Sonth,  or 
the  said  Commissioners  thereof,  in  and  to  the  said  Book  Concern,  upon 
the  footing  of  said  decree  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  or 
otherwise;  and  it  is  hereby  admitted  that  the  said  assignment  and 
delivery  of  debts  has  been  made  in  conformity  with  the  above  agreement 

^  That  said  sum  of  eighty  Uiousand  dollars  shall  be  payable  as  follows : 

^  Sec.  6.  Fifteen  thousand  dollars  thereof  in  cash  in  hand,  which  sum  the 
said  Commissioners  of  said  Church,  South,  acknowledge  to  have  received 
from  said  Book  Concern,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1855, 
being  the  date  of  said  settlement 

"^  Sec.  C.  Ten  thousand  dollars  on  the  first  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six,  with  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent^ 
from  the  fifteenth  of  February,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fi%-five, 
payable  annually. 

'*  Sec.  D.  Ten  thousand  dollars  on  the  first  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  with  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent, 
from  the  fifteenth  of  February,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five^ 
payable  annually. 

*'  Sec  £.  Ten  thousand  dollars  on  the  first  day  of  November,  A.  D, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  with  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent, 
from  the  fifteenth  of  February,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five^ 
payable  annually. 

**  Sec.  F.  Ten  thousand  dollars  on  the  first  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  with  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent, 
from  the  fifteenth  of  February,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five, 
payable  annually. 

^  Sec.  G.  Five  thousand  dollars  on  the  first  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty,  with  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent.,  from 
the  fifteenth  of  February,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five,  payable 
annually. 

^  Sec.  n.  Twenty  thousand  dollars  in  books  of  the  said  Book  Concern, 
payable  and  deliverable  within  the  term  of  two  years  from  said  fifteenth 
of  February,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five,  upon  such  terms  as  to 
price  and  rate  of  discount  upon  the  usual  retail  prices  as  have  heretofi>TO 
been  established  between  the  said  Book  Concern  at  Cincinnati  and  the 
Book  Concern  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  for  which  said 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  so  payable  in  books,  the  said  Book  Concern 
at  Cincinnati  has  this  day,  to  wit,  on  said  fifteenth  Februaiy,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-five,  entered  on  its  books  a  credit  in  account  with 
Messrs.  Stevenson  &  Owen,  as  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  of  said 
Methodist  Episcopal  Churdi,  South. 

^  Sec.  I.  That  a  decree  be  entered  in  conformity  with  the  foregoing 
terms,  and  to  enforce  the  performance  thereof;  and  that  all  taxable  coals 
be  paid  by  said  Book  Concern  at  Cincinnati. 

"And  thereupon,  in  conformity  with  said  terms,  it  is  ordered, 
adjudged,  and  decreed  by  the  Court,  that  all  and  singular  the  terms  oC 
said  settlement  be  well  and  truly  kept  and  performed ;  and  that  the  said 
Book  Concern  at  Cindnnati  do  pay  the  said  several  sums  of  money  and 
interest,  as  stipulated  in  sections  C,  D,  £,  F,  and  G,  of  said  settlement,  or 
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in  ddfiiult  thereof  that  execution  issue  therefor,  or  for  such  part  or  parts 
as  may  be  in  arrear;  and  that  said  Book  Concern  at  Cincinnati  do  well 
and  truly  pay  and  discharge  the  said  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  in 
the  manner  specified  in  said  Section  H ;  and  in  default  thereof,  that  said 
complainants,  or  said  Commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  have  leave  to  apply  to  this  Court  for  such  order  or  process  to 
enforce  the  payment,  as  may  be  right  and  according  to  the  usages  of 
Courts  of  Equity ;  and  it  is  mrther  ordered,  that  the  said  Book  Concern 
at  Cincinnati  pay  all  the  costs  of  this  suit 

"  We,  the  undersigned,  have,  on  this  fifteenth  of  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-five,  settled  the  various  matters  left  open  by  said  decree 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  manner  specified  in  the 
foregoing  Sections,  from  Section  A  to  Section  I,  inclusive;  and  we  do 
request  the  Court  to  enter  the  same  of  record,  and  also  the  draft  of  ths 
decree  following  said  Sections. 

(Signed)  «  W,  A.  Smith, 

"A.  L.  P.  Grken, 
"  C.  B.  Parsons, 
'*  CommUtumtri  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 

"  John  F.  Weight, 
"  E.  Thomson, 
"  M.  Mablat, 

"  LbROY  SWORMSTIDT, 

[l.  s.]  **  Adam  Pob, 

''  Ommiiiioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chyrdu 

•*  SWORMSTEDT  Si  PoE,  AgeutS." 

Consdous  that  we  have  served  the  Church  with  feithfulness  and 
integrity,  and  rejoicing  that  we  have  done  so  with  unanimity,  we  re- 
spectftiuy  submit  our  report 

John  F.  Wright, 
E.  Thomson, 
M.  Marlay, 
Lerot  Swormstedt, 
Adam  Pob. 
GnraiwrATi,  February  28, 18M. 
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EEPORT  OF  THE  WESTERN  BOOK  AGENTS  IS  RELATION  TO  A  BOOK 
DEPOSITORY  AND  A  PAPER  AT  ST.  LOUIS, 

7h  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church : 

Dear  Fathers  akd  Brsthrrk  :  The  following  resolutions  were  pasMd 
by  the  General  Conference  of  1852,  May  22 : 

1.  Resolved^  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  and  instructed  to  establish  a  Depositoiy  for  books  and 
a  weekly  Paper,  to  be  denominated  by  sudi  title  as  they  may  select,  in 
the  city  of  St  Louis,  Mo. ;  to  be  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the 
Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati.  Provided  that,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Agents,  such  Depository  and  periodical  can  be  established  and  sustained 
with  safety  to  the  interests  of  the  Book  Concern. 

2.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  one  from  the  Illinois,  one  from  the 
Southern  Illinois,  one  from  the  Iowa,  one  from  the  Arkansas,  and  one 
from  the  Missouri  Conference,  to  be  selected  by  the  Conferences  respect- 
ively, be  appointed  to  superintend  the  publication  of  the  paper  author- 
ized to  be  published  at  St  Louis,  Mo.,  and  that  upon  the  nomination  of 
said  committee,  and  recommendation  of  the  Missouri  Conference,  the  pre- 
siding Bishop  be  requested  to  appoint  an  editor  for  said  paper,  when  the 
Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  shall  have  determined  upon  its  publication. 

The  conferences  named  in  the  last  resolution,  each  appointed  a  member 
of  the  Publishing  Committee  during  their  sessions,  in  the  month  of  Oo- 
tober,  1852.  A.  Poe,  being  present  at  all  these  conferences,  informed 
them  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Agents  to  take  any  steps  toward 
publishing  a  Paper  or  establishing  a  Depository  at  St  Louis,  before  the 
spring  of  1853,  and  for  the  following  reasons: 

1.  The  conferences  which  our  business  required  us  to  attend  did  not 
dose  till  November  2. 

2.  We  had  been  unconditionally  instructed,  by  the  same  General  Con- 
ference, to  establish  both  a  Depository  and  Paper  at  Chicago,  which  had 
to  be  done  immediately  at  a  very  heavy  outlay.  * 

3.  The  expense  and  toil  of  the  Church  Suit  in  progress  would  take  all 
of  our  time  and  means  that  could  be  spared  from  the  regular  business  of 
the  Concern  at  Cincinnati  till  May,  1853. 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  committee  nominated  Rer.  W.  D.  R  Trotter 
for  editor,  and  proceeded  immediately  to  St  Louis,  and  issued  a  circular 
and  prospectus,  promising  a  Paper,  to  be  called  the  ^  Central  Christian 
Advocate,'*  and  to  be  commenced  the  first  of  January,  1858.  A  copy  of 
this  circular,  and  letters  from  Brother  Trotter  and  Dr.  Cartwright,  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  from  Illinois  Conference,  reached  us  about  the  10th 
of  November,  1852.  Bishops  Morris,  Simpson,  and  Ames,  beinff  in  Gin- 
oinnati  at  the  time,  we  laid  the  dicular  before  them,  with  the  following 
questions: 
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1.  Have  not  the  committee  appointed  by  the  several  Western  confef^ 
anoes  transcended  their  powers  m  issuing  the  accompanying  circular,  in 
which  they  fix  the  time  of  publishing  the  Paper,  and  also  the  terms? 

2.  Can  said  committee  appoint  the  editor  without  the  concurrence  of 
the  Missouri  Conference  ? 

3.  Was  it  tiie  design  of  the  General  Conference  that  this  committee 
should  take  the  course  they  have,  before  the  Agents  determined  on  the 
publication  of  the  Paper  ? 

CiMOiNNATi,  Novtmber  10, 1802. 

To  which  the  Bishops  promptly  replied  as  follows : 
In  answering  the  questions  this  day  submitted  by  Brothers  Swormstedt 
and  Poe,  we  reply : 

1.  We  understand  the  Disdpline  to  sive  the  Agents,  and  not  the  Book 
Committee  at  St.  Louis,  the  power  of  determining  the  time  and  terms  of 
the  publication  of  the  proposed  Paper. 

2.  The  committee  appointed  by  the  several  conferences  to  superintend 
the  publication  of  a  Paper  at  St  Louis  may  nominate  an  editor,  but  the 
presiding  Bishop  cannot  appoint  iiim  until  the  Agents  have  determined 
upon  the  publication  of  the  Paper. 

8.  We  should  not  infer  from  the  reading  of  the  rule  that  the  General 
Conference  designed  the  committee  to  proceed  in  making  any  arrange- 
ments  without  the  previous  acdon  of  the  Agents. 

T.  A.  MoRRiSy 
M.  SiMPSoir, 
CnroiirNATX,  Novtmber  10, 1852.  K  R.  Aifxs. 

After  duly  considering  the  question  in  all  its  bearings,  we  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  Rev.  W.  D.  R.  Trotter. 

OiNOINNATI,  Nw,  15, 1852. 

Dear  Brother, — ^Yours,  accompanied  with  your  circular,  was  received 
on  the  eve  of  the  meeting  of  the  Bishops  and  Book  Committee. 

We  herewith  send  you  copies  of  the  questions  which  we  submitted  to 
the  Bishops  on  reading  your  circular,  and  also  their  answers.  From  these 
you  will  perceive  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Bishops  that  you  have  been 
premature  in  your  proceedings.  We  have  telegraphed  you  that  we  can* 
not  endorse  your  course. 

This  we  must  decline  for  the  following  reasons : 

1 .  Because  you  have  gone  in  advance  of  the  order  of  the  General  Con* 
ference. 

2.  It  is  wholly  impracticable  for  us  to  make  the  necessary  preparation 
for  issuing  a  Paper  at  St  Louis  by  the  1st  of  January,  1853. 

3.  The  General  Conference  having  made  us  responsible  for  the  estab* 
lishroent  of  a  Depository  and  Paper  at  St  Louis,  we  cannot  permit  others 
to  do  this  for  us. 

Our  understanding  with  regard  to  the  action  is,  that  we  were  to  estab- 
lish a  Paper  and  Depository  at  Chicago  unconditionally,  and  that  the  ea- 
tablishment  of  a  Depository  and  Paper  at  St  Louis  was  at  our  discretion. 
In  compliance  with  the  order  and  wish  of  the  General  Conference,  we 
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have  proceeded  to  open  a  Depontoiy  at  Chicago,  and  arrangemento  are 
made  for  uaoing  the  Paper  the  Ist  of  Jaanary,  1853.  This^  with  oar 
other  duties  as  Agents,  1ms  employed  the  whole  of  oar  time  since  the 
General  Conference.  So  that  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  take  any  steps 
toward  doing  anything  at  St  Louis.  This  our  A«  Foe  was  requested  to 
state  to  the  conferences  at  their  late  sessions.  It  has  been,  and  is  now 
our  purpose,  unless  prevented  by  your  movements,  to  Tisit  St  Louis  and 
inquire  into  the  whole  matter,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  determine 
whether  we  can  with  '*  safety  to  the  Concern**  estahlish  a  Paper  and  a  De- 
pository at  that  place. 

We  now  respectfully  suggest  that  you  suspend  your  proceedings  until 
we  can  look  into  this  matter,  which  we  may  do  some  time  next  spring; 
and  should  things  be  favorable,  we  may  get  ready  to  publish  the  Ftupet 
for  you  by  the  first  of  January,  1864,  which,  we  think,  will  be  as  early  aa 
you  could  reasonably  expect,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances. 

After  a  review  of  this  subject,  should  you  resolve  on  issuing  your 
Paper,  the  responsibility  must  be  yours,  and  not  ours.  We  hope  you 
may  see  your  way  dear  to  stop  further  proceedings.  We  suspend  the 
publication  of  your  circular  in  the  Western  Christian  Advocate  until  we 
hear  from  you  again.  If  we  publish  your  circular,  we  must  also  publish 
our  Questions  and  the  Bishops'  answers.  This,  we  think,  not  best,  and 
thereiore  await  ftirther  orders.         Yours  truly, 

SwoBMSTBDr  &  Poa,  ApenU, 

We  also  wrote  substantially  the  same  to  Dr.  Cartwright  at  the  same 
date. 

The  editor  and  committee,  however,  determined  to  issue  their  Paper 
the  first  of  January,  1858,  and  did  so,  of  course,  on  their  own  responsi- 
Klity. 

In  the  spring  of  1853,  we  visited  St  Louis  to  ascertain  whether  we 
could  establish  a  Depository  and  Paper,  or  either  of  them,  with  safety  to 
the  Concern.  After  a  careful  examination,  we  were  satisfied  that  neither 
could  be  done. 

And  furthermore,  we  learned  that  the  brethren  engaged  in  publishing 
fhe  Central  Christian  Advocate  were  in  debt  largely  Myond  the  whole 
amount  of  their  subscription  list,  and  that  they  were  unwilling  to  dose 
with  their  first  volume  unless  we  would  assume  their  debts,  and  purchase 
their  type  and  fixtures.  This  we  also  declined  doing,  believing  that  ve 
were  not  authorized  by  the  action  of  the  General  Conference  to  assume 
any  debt  not  contracted  by  ourselves. 

In  *the  spring  of  1854,  we  were  informed  by  Dr.  Cartwrieht,  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Book  Committee  in  Cindnnala,  Uiat  the  PubliSiing  Com* 
mittee  of  the  conferences  had  concluded  to  give  up  thdr  Paper  at  the 
dose  of  the  current  volume,  and  desired  that  we  should  commence  a  Pa- 
per ;  and  as  our  Book.  Committee  advised  us,  in  compliance  with  thdr 
request,  to  commence  said  Paper,  we  issued  a  drcular  to  the  patronizing 
conferences,  informing  them  that  we  had  conduded,  if  they  would  recom- 
mend the  publication  of  a  Paper  at  St.  Louis,  and  give  us  their  aid  in  the 
enterprise,  we  would  issue  a  prospectus  at  the  earliest  possible  period  after 
liieir  sessions  should  dose,  and  endeavor  to  be  ready  to  commence  the 
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Pftper  the  iint  week  in  Januftrj,  1855.  The  Arkansas  Conference  did 
not  meet  till  the  first  week  in  November,  1854,  and  the  eariiest  time  we 
could  therefore  fix  upon,  for  a  meeting  of  the  committee  for  the  final  set* 
ilement  of  the  question,  was  the  22d  of  November.  Just  before  thia 
meeting  occurred,  an  unparalleled  crush  in  money  matters  took  place  all 
over  the  country,  many  banks  and  extensive  business  houses  suddenly 
failed,  and  many  more  suspended.  Two  banks  in  Cincinnati,  and  one  in 
Chicago,  whete  we  had  funds  deposited,  suspended,  and  thus  locked  up 
onr  Book  and  Missionary  Funds  to  tlie  amount  of  $12,000,  though  at  the 
time  our  deposits  were  made  all  had  full  confidence  in  them.  At  the 
meeting  of  the  committee  we  had  to  inform  them  of  these  fiicts;  and  the 
membefB  present,  together  with  Bishop  Ames,  who  was  also  in  St  Louis 
at  the  time,  agreed  with  us  that,  however  desirable  it  might  be  under 
more  favorable  circumstances  to  issue  the  paper,  we  could  not  incur  the 
expense  at  that  time  with  probable  safety  to  the  interests  of  the  Concern. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SwoRHBTXDT  Sb  Poe,  AgenU. 

lmiirAKU%  broiAXi,  Maif  7, 185d. 


BEFORT  OF  THE  GENERAL  HISSIONART  COHiaTTEE. 

The  General  Missionary  Committee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
submit  to  the  General  Conference  the  following  report  of  its  acts  and 
doings  for  the  four  preceding  year& 

There  being  seven  effective  superintendents,  the  work  was  divided  into 
seven  mission  districts,  and  the  Bishops  constituted  the  committee  by  ap- 
pointing one  from  each  district  as  follows : 

No.  1,  Including  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New-Jersey,  New-York,  and 
New- York  East  Conferences — N.  Bangs. 

No.  2,  Including  Providence,  New-England,  New-Hampshire,  Maine^ 
Bast  Maine,  and  Vermont  Conferences — George  Webber. 

No.  3,  Including  Black  River,  Troy,  Wyoming,  Oneida,  Genesee,  and 
Esst  Genesee  Conferences — George  Gary. 

No.  4,  Including  Western  Virginia,  Pittsburgh,  Erie,  Ohio,  Cincinnatii 
and  Kentucky  Conferences — John  F.  Wright 

No.  5,  Including  North  Ohio,  Michigan,  Northwest  Indiana,  North 
Indiana,  Southeast  Indiana,  and  Indiana  Conferences — Wellington  H. 
Collins. 

No.  6,  Including  Wisconsin,  Rock  River,  Iowa,  Illinois,  and  Southern 
Illinois— Henry  Vf.  Reed. 

No.  7,  Includiiur  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Oregon,  and  California  CooAr* 
encca    Qmstophfr  J.  Houts. 

*  For  Beport  on  the  Bible  Cause  see  JfypeMx  S,  on  pags  964 
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The  fint  maetiiig  o£  the  committee  oommeoced  at  the  nknon 
New-Tork,  on  November  8,  1852.  All  the  members  of  the  committee 
were  present  at  the  opening  except  C.  J.  Hotrta,  who  fiuled  to  reach  New- 
York  until  afker  the  dose  of  the  session.  Thomas  Carlton,  Treasurer,  and 
Jc4m  P.  Durbin,  Corresponding  Secretaiy,  were  present,  and  also  Bishops 
Waugh  and  Scott  Bishop  Janes  was  with  us  also  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  first  day.  On  motion,  N.  Bangs  was  dected  Chairman,  and  John  P. 
Durbin,  Secretary.    Religious  services  by  Georee  Gary. 

The  committee  entered  npon  their  work  with  care  and  great  delibeia- 
tion ;  conscious  of  their  dependence  on  the  Head  of  the  Churdi,  they  vm- 
plored  his  guidance  and  hcup  at  every  step,  and  applied  themselves  dcielj 
to  their  important  duties ;  jnaking  appropriations  fox  the  year  1858  as 
follows : 

APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1853. 

Foreign  Missions.  —  Africa, — Aggregate  amount  impropriated, 
t26,000. 

South  .^Immoi.— Buenos  Ayres  Mission,  tl,000.  For  the  eactensiQii 
of  the  work  in  the  interior,  $1,000.  At  the  discretion  of  the  Board  and 
Bishop  having  the  charge,  i<x  establishing  a  mission  at  Monte  Videos 
$2,000. 

China, — For  the  entire  expenses  of  the  mission,  including  the  sending 
out  of  an  additional  missionary,  $10,000. 

Oermany, — ^Foreign  German  MissioB,  $10,000. 

DoMBBXip  Missiolvs. — Domestic  German  Missions,  $43,300. 

Foreign  Population  other  than  German,  $10,250. 

Indian  Mieeione,  $13,500. 

Domestic  Missions  in  the  several  Annual  Conferences  to  extend  the 
work  among  such  as  use  the  English  language,  $74,250. 

Of  this  amount,  $15,000  were  appropriated  to  the  CaUfbmia  Confer- 
ence, $2,000  to  be  applied  within  Uieir  own  bounds,  and  the  remainder 
placed  under  the  direction  of  the  Board,  for  paying  the  expenses  of  such 
men  as  may  be  transferred  by  the  Bishops  to  that  Conference.  $8,000 
were  appropriated  to  Oregon,  $3,000  to  Imb  applied  to  the  work  at  home, 
and  $5,000  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  Board  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  transfers  to  that  Conference. 

The  Committee  resolved  to  place  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board,  and 
the  Bishop  having  chaim  of  Foreign  Missions,  for  promoting  the  work 
in  France  according  to  the  previous  action  of  the  Board  and  t£e  letter  of 
the  Corresponding  Secretary  to  Dr.  C.  Cook,  dated  in  August,  $2,500. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  then  reported  to  the  General  Missionary 
Committee  a  voluminous  correspondence  concerning  a  mission  to  Bulgaria, 
and  amone  the  Greeks  in  Constantinople  and  vicinity,  and  also  called 
their  attention  to  opening  a  mission  in  India ;  whereupon  it  was  resolved 
that  a  ftind  be  created  and  placed  at  the  discretion  oS  the  Board,  and  the 
Bishop  having  charge  of  Fordgn  Missions,  for  the  commencement  of  a 
mission  in  Biugaria,  to  the  amount  of  $5,000. 

India, — ^Resolved,  that  a  fund  be  created  and  pkoediat  the  discretioQ 
of  the  Board  and  Bishop  for  commencmg  a  mission  in  India  to  the 
amount  of  $7,500. 
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Specnal  amopriatioiis  were  made  to  Sweden  and  JITonoeiy,  at  the  dk- 
pouu  of  the  Board  and  Bishop  havinff  the  chai^  $750. 

GontiBgent,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board  and  Bishop  for  German 
Mksion  in  Oalifi»rni%  $2,000. 

For  second  preacher  <m  Warren  IfisBion,  Miasonri  District,  lUinois 
Conference,  Gennan  work,  $75. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  Michigan  Oonferenoe  be  allowed  a  credit  on 
the  Treasurer's  books  to  meet  a  certain  defidencj  of  $566  42. 

There  was  appropriated  toward  the  expenses  of  the  Miasion  Rooms  the 
«noantof$d08  56. 

Making  a  total  of  $210,000. 

These  appropriatioDs  met  with  the  conennrence  of  the  Boavd  of  Manap 
gers,  and  all  the  Bishops  in  attendance.    Adjourned. 

J.  P.  DuRBiH,  Seontary. 

APPBOPBIATIONS  FOE  1854. 

The  General  Missionary  Committee  met  at  the  lifisdon  Rooms,  New» 
York,  at  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  November  8,  1858.    Prasent,  of  the 

General  Miteumary  OommiUee. — ^N.  Bangs,  John  F.  Wright,  G.  Gary, 
G.  Webber,  H.  W.  Reed,  W.  H.  Collins,  C.  J.  Houts. 

OamnUttee  of  the  Board.— F.  Godine,  H.  Bangs,  W.  Truslow,  P.  R. 
Coon,  F.  Hall,  £.  L.  Fandier. 

Bishops  Wauffh,  Janes,  and  Simpson  present 

On  motion,  N.  BanM  was  elected  Chairman,  and  John  -P.  Durb^ 
Secretaiy.    Opening  religious  services  by  Brother  G.  Garj.      * 

The  joint  committee  proceeded  to  consider,  first,  the  appropriations 
necessary  to  sustain  our  Foreign  Missions. 

Africa, — It  was  resolved  that  the  sums  in  detail  be  appropriated  as  set 
forth  in  an  ofScial  report  of  the  Liberia  Annual  Conference  made  in 
Jannary,  1853,  and  signed  by  L.  Scott,  Bishop  presiding,  and  J.  S.  PaynCi 
Secretary,  amounting,  in  all  the  items,  to  $23,957. 

It  was  agreed  to  add,  for  finishinfl;  the  Church  at  Cape  Palmas,  by  the 
advice  of  Bnhop  Scott  and  action  of  the  Board,  $3,000 ;  and  for  the  insti- 
tution of  a  Day  and  Boarding  School  at  Cape  Palmas,  $2,000.  It  was  also 
resdved  to  place  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board,  for  the  rebuilding  of  the 
missionaiT  house  at  Monrovia,  the  sum  of  $4,000.  Total  for  Liberia 
MiBsion,  $32,957. 

CTdna. — ^Appropriated  for  the  support  of  the  China  Ifission,  $12,000** 

Appropriated  for  Foreign  German  Mission^  $10,000. 

Placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  Board  to  aid  the  work  nnder  the  care 
of  the  Methodist  Conforence  in  France^  $5,000.      ' 

Appropriated  for  the  support  of  Missions  in  Norway^  Stoeden^  and 
vicinity,  $2,000. 

South  America, — ^Appropriated  toward  the  salary  of  the*  missionaiy, 
if  necessary  to  be  drawn  for,  the  sum  of  $1,000.  A  contingent  fund  was 
aflowed  for  re-opening  the  Mission  at  Monte  Video  to  the  amount  of  $2,000. 

For  commencing  a  Mission  in  Indian  $7,500. 

Contingent  for  Mission  in  Bulgaria,  $5,000. 

German  Domestic  Missions^  $46,850. 

Foreign  population,  other  than  German,  $12,850. 
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Gontiiigent  for  the  Chinaae  in  Califenua,  $1M>^« 

Indian  AfUsiant,  $13,440. 

Domestic  Missions  in  the  several  Annual  Goafereneee,  inclodiag  i 
of  transfers  to  California  and  estimated  support  for  six  months,  $16,000; 
and  a  similar  appropriation  to  Oregon  of  $11,000;  and  also  a  Minion  to 
New-Mexico  of  $7,500. 

Ck>ntingent  Expenses  of  the  Office,  $353. 

Making  a  grand  total  of  $260,000. 

The  foregoing  appropriations  were  concarred  in  by  the  Boaid  of 
Managers  and  three  of  the  bishops,  namely :  Waugh,  Janes,  and  SimpaoB. 

John  F.  Wright  presented  a  communication,  addressed  to  the  oom- 
nittee,  from  Dr.  0.  Elliott,  asking  to  hare  action  in  fiivor  of  influencing 
Congress  to  use  its  influence  to  obtain  liberty  for  American  cittxeoa  to 
enjoy  their  reli^ous  liberty  in  Italy  and  in  other  countries,  and  in  fiiror 
of  sending  a  missionary  to  Rome.  Whereupon  it  was  resolved  that  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  be  charged  with  expressing  to  Dr.  Elliott,  in 
behalf  of  the  oooomittee : 

1.  That  we  heartily  approve  of  using  influence  with  the  govemmeot  to 
induce  it  to  use  its  best  endeavors  to  procure  such  liberty  as  desired  above, 
but  doubt  the  expediency  of  this  committee  taking  action  on  tliat  subject 

2.  That  we  are  ready  to  institute  a  mission  to  Rome  so  soon  aa  it  is 
practicable,  and  to  set  forth  the  reasons  why  the  committee  do  not  now 
deem  it  to  be  practicable. 

Our  Secretary  made  the  communication  ordered  by  the  committee  to 
Dr.  Elliott,  asBigninj^  many  reasons  why  we  could  not  at  this  time  estab- 
lish a  mission  at  Rome,  and  we  presume  those  reasons  were  entirely 
satisfactoiy.    Adjourned.  J.  P.  Durbik,  Secretaiy. 

APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1855. 

The  General  Missionary  Committee,  in  conjunction  with  a  con^mittes 
of  the  same  number  from  the  Board,  met  in  the  Mission  Rooms,  Nev- 
York,  November  15,  1854,  at  0  o'clock  A.  M.    Present,  of  the 

General  Missionary  Committse^'S.  Bangs,  J.  F.  Wright,  H.  W.  Reed, 
C.  J.  Houts,  G.  Gary,  W.  H.  Collins,  and  G.  Webber. 

Committee  of  the  Board.— 'B.  Bangs,  W.  Truslow,  Dr.  Phelpa,  P.  & 
Coon,  F.  Hall,  and  £.  L.  Fancher. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Wright,  Dr.  Bangs  was  elected  Chairman,  aid 
Dr.  Durbin  Secretary. 

Reading  of  the  Scriptures  and  prayer  by  Bishop  Waugh. 

Bishops  present,  Wauffh,  Janes,  Scott,  and  Simjpson. 

The  jointrcommittee  first  considered  the  necessities,  and  made  mgto^ 
{kriations  for  Foreign  Missions. 

Appropriated  in  the  aggregate,  embracing  money  items  detailed  in  our 
Minutes,  for  Africa^  $36,407. 

Appropriated  for  the  China  Mission^  $10,000. 

Appropriated  for  Germany^  $10,000. 

Appropriated  for  Norwegian  and  Swedish  Missions,  $2,000. 

Appropriated  for  the  support  of  Wesleyan  Missions  in  France^  $5,000, 

Souih  America, — ^For  Buenos  Ayres,  $2,000 ;  for  service  in  the  New 
Mexican  Mission  and  Extension,  $3,000. 
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Appropriated  for  Dome9tic  German  Missions,  including  $2,000  oon« 
tinffent  for  establishing  a  new  Mission  in  California,  $46,700. 

F<yreign  pcfpitlatiofM  other  than  German,  tl  7,850. 

Appropriated  to  Indian  Missions,  $16,340. 

Appropriated  to  DomesHc  Missions,  English  population,  $100,145. 

Appropriated  for  a  Mission  in  India,  $7,500. 

Appropriated  for  incidental  Expenses  for  Office,  &c.,  $3,058. 

Making  a  grand  total  of  $260,000. 

These  appropriations  were  concurred  in  by  the  Board  of  Managers 
with  great  unanimity,  and  also  by  all  the  bishops  present,  Waugh,  Janes, 
Scott,  and  Simpson. 

We  say,  in  closing  our  labors  at  this  session, "  The  Genera]  Missionary 
Committee,  acting  with  the  Committee  from  the  Board,  have  carefully 
reviewed  our  Missionary  work,  aided  by  the  counsels  of  Bishops  Waugh, 
Janes,  Scott,  and  Simpson,  and  letters  from  the  other  superintendents, 
and  beg  leave  to  r^rt  from  the  joint  committee  the  following  appro- 
priations. The  whole  amount  which  may  be  drawn,  for  the  service  of  all 
our  Missions,  Foreign  and  Domestic,  during  the  year  1855,  and  for  special 
purposes  as  set  forth  in  the  report  in  detail  herewith  submitted,  $260,000.*' 

At  this  session  of  the  committee  the  following  was  unanimously  adopt- 
ed, namely : 

Whereasy  the  work  of  appropriating  missionary  funds  judiciously  is 
often  much  embarrassed  by  ministers  and  people  taking  incipient  steps, 
and  creating  expectations  in  small  settlements  of  American  or  forei^  pop- 
ulation, which  it  is  injurious  to  disappoint ;  therefore,  Bewlved  by  this 
joint  committee.  That  we  respectfully  advise  our  brethren,  in  the  ministry 
and  laity,  to  refrain  from  any  measures  that  will  create  any  such  expecta- 
tions, but  defer  all  action  that  will  in  any  way  commit  the  authorities  of 
the  Church,  until  the  meetings  of  the  Missionaiy  Committees  of  the  An- 
nual Conferences. 

On  motion  adjourned.  J.  P.  Dubbin,  Secretary. 

APFBOPRUTIONS  FOE  1866. 

The  General  Missionary  Committee,  and  the  Committee  in  behalf  of  the 
Board,  met  in  the  Mission  Rooms,  New- York,  at  half  past  nine  o'clock 
A.  M.,  November  7,  1855. 

Present  of  the  General  Missionary  Committee,  N.  Bangs,  George  Web- 
ber, John  F.  Wright,  Henry  W.  Reed,  W.  H.  Collins,  J.  C.  Houts,  and 
G.  Baker. 

Brother  Baker  was  appointed  since  our  last  meeting  to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  Brother  Gary. 

Of  the  Committee  of  the  Board,  were  present,  J.  S.  Porter,  J.  Fby,  H. 
M.  Forrester,  H.  Moore,  W.  B.  Skid  more,  and  H.  Bangs. 

J.  P.  Durbin,  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  Thomas  Carlton,  Treasurer, 
present,  and  Bishops  Scott,  B^er,  and  Ames ;  Bishops  Janes  and  Waugh 
afterward  arrived. 

On  motion,  Dr.  N,  Bangs  was  appointed  Chairman  and  Dr.  Durbin 
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Upon  taking  the  chair,  Dr.  Bangs  rery  appropriately  alhided  to  the 
death  of  Rev.  George  Gary,  a  member  of  the  General  Missionary  Commit' 
tee,  who  died  since  our  last  meeting. 

On  motion  of  J.  F.  Wright,  Dr.  Bangs  was  requested  to  prepare  and 
report  to  this  joint  committee  a  suitable  minute  for  entrance  on  their 
records,  in  relation  to  the  death  of  our  beloved  Brother  Gary. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  make  appropriations  for  Foreign 
Missions. 

Africa. — ^After  providing  for  the  salaries  of  the  missionaiies,  the  com* 
mittee  adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

Hesolved,  Thai  we  require  that  each  chai^  in  Liberia  shall  raise 
something  toward  the  support  of  its  pastor  as  a  part  of  his  salary,  and 
that  the  conference  in  their  estimates  oe  required  to  have  respect  to  the 
ability  of  the  local  Church,  or  charge,  which  is  to  be  served,  and  aim  in 
the  estimates  to  enable  each  Church  to  support  its  own  pastor  for  the 
time  being,  and  report  the  same  to  the  Board  of  Managers  in  New-YorL 

The  entire  appropriations  for  Liberia  embraced  eighteen  items,  amountr 
ing  to  $31,500. 

China  Mission,  $8,500. 

Foreign  German  work,  regular  service,  $10,000 ;  contingent  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  Brother  Jacoby*8  return  to  the  United  States,  $500. 

Appropriated  to  France^  payable  quarterly,  $5,000. 

Appropriated  to  Norway  for  r^^lar  service,  $1,000;  appropriated  hx 
extension  of  the  work  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board  and  Bisnope  ht  Nor- 
way or  Sweden,  $1,000;  appropriated  to  Sweden  for  Brother  Laraen, 
$400. 

South  America, — Contingent  for  support  of  missionary  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  $1,250 ;  appropriated  for  an  assistant  in  view  of  extending  the  wcH-k 
into  the  country,  $1,000 ;  appropriated  toward  sending  a  teacher  and  in- 
stituting a  school  under  the  patronage^of  the  mission  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
$500 ;  appropriated  for  instituting  a  mission  in  the  Northern  portion  of 
South  America,  $3,000 ;  appropriated  to  New  Mexico  for  concluding  the 
mission,  $1,250 ;  appropriated  to  Central  America  for  instituting  a  mis- 
non,  $1,500. 

India, — Appropriated  for  instituting  a  mission,  $7,500. 

Turkey. — ^Appropriated  for  commencsng  a  mission  in  Tuikey,  $5,000. 

German  Ikmiestic  Miseions. — Appropriated  to  the  New-York  Oonfer- 
ence,  $12,000;  appropriated  to  the  Cincinnati  Conference,  $11,000;  ap- 
propriated to  the  Souiheast  Indiana  Conference,  $5,000 ;  appropriated  to 
the  Illinois  Conference,  $7,600 ;  appropriated  to  the  Rock  River  Confer- 
ence, $9,000 ;  appropriated  to  the  Califomia  Conference,  $4,000 ;  making 
a  total  of  $48,500. 

In  connection  with  these  appropriations,  the  joint  committee  adopted 
the  fbllowing  resolution : 

Reiolved,  That  in  case  of  the  division  of  any  of  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences, or  of  the  Missionary  work  under  their  care,  the  members  of  the 
present  Missionary  Committee,  who  may  be  at  the  next  G^eral  Confer^ 
ence,  be,  and  are  hereby,  constituted  a  committee  to  divide  the  general 
appropriations  made  to  such  conferences  according  to  equity,  in  their  best 
judgment 
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Appropriated  to  foreign  populfttions  other  than  German,  total  $15,- 
975. 

Appropriated  to  Indian  Missions,  113,250. 

The  aggregate  amount  appropriated  to  Domestic  Missions  in  the  En- 
glish worl^  $97,150. 

Making  a  total  to  all  Domestic  Missions  of  $174,875. 

This  amount  for  Domestic  Missions  in  the  English  work  includes  appro 
priations  for  transfers  to  California  and  Oregon,  as  well  as  to  be  used  with* 
m  the  bounds  of  those  conferences.  And  also  an  appropriation  of  $0,000 
to  the  territories  west  of  Iowa,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas  Conferences.  And 
in  taking  this  action,  the  committee  say,  if  a  new  conference  is  organized 
in  these  territories,  the  amount  shall  be  drawn  for  bj  the  Mission  Com- 
mittee  and  presiding  Bishop  of  said  conference.  If  a  new  conference  be 
not  formed,  the  members  of  the  General  Missionary  Committee  present  at 
the  seat  of  the  next  General  Conference  shall  apportion  the  amount  to 
the  Iowa  and  the  Missouri  Conferences  respectively. 

Of  the  seven  thousand  dollars  appropriated  to  the  Wisconsin  Confer- 
ence, the  committee  recommended,  in  case  of  a  division  at  the  General 
Conference,  that  Minnesota  have  ybur  thousand  of  the  amount 

Of  the  $8,500  appropriated  to  Iowa  Conference,  the  committee  reoom« 
mend,  in  case  of  a  division  at  the  General  Conference,  that  the  Territory 
of  Upper  Iowa  receive  $2,000,  and  Iowa  $1,500. 

One  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  contingently  at  the  discretion 
of  the  New- York  Conference,  at  its  next  session,  for  a  mission  to  the  Jewa 
in  New- York.  The  appropriations  were  divided  as  follows,  namely:  Do- 
mestic Missions,  $174,875 ;  Foreign  Missions,  $78,900 ;  add  contingent 
under  the  constitution,  $5,000 ;  expenses  of  administration,  $6,225 ;  mak- 
ing a  grand  total  of  $265,000. 

These  appropriations  were  concurred  in  by  the  Board  of  Managers  and 
all  the  Bishops  present:  Bishops  Waugh,  Janes,  Scott,  Baker,  and  Ames. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopt^: 

^  Resolved^  That  we  refer  to  the  Bishops  having  the  charge  severally 
oi  our  Foreign  Missions  the  number  of  misskmaries  to  be  employed,  they 
and  the  Board  having  strict  respect  to  the  specific  appropriation  to  eaeh 
of  said  missions.'^ 

Bev.  Dr.  Bangs  read  his  report  on  the  death  of  G.  Gary,  which  was 
adopted  by  the  committee,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes  as 
Ibllows : 

Rev.  G.  Gary.  Whereas,  it  hath  pleased  Almighty  God  to  receive  to 
himself  our  late  brother,  the  Rev.  George  Gary,  who  has  been  a  laborer 
in  his  vineyard  for  the  space  of  46  years  or  more,  several  of  which  were 
spent  in  the  service  of  this  society  as  a  superintendent  of  our  mission  in 
the  Oregon  Territory,  and  more  recently,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  as 
a  member  of  the  General  Missionary  Committee.  And  whereas  our  de- 
parted brother  hath  with  "  meekness  of  wisdom"  adorned,  both  in  his  pri- 
vate and  public  life,  ^^  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour,''  and  hath  by  hit 
labor  of  love  all  along  the  years  of  his  ministerial  course,  commended 
himself  to  the  highest  respect  and  esteem  of  the  friends  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ ;  therefore.  Resolved^  That  while  with  the  Church  at  large 
we  bow  with  reverence  under  the  bereaving  stroke  which  hath  removed 
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80  eminent  and  valuable  a  laborer  to  his  eternal  reward ;  we  alio  adore 
the  God  of  all  grace  for  the  bestowment  of  so  bright  a  light  in  hk 
Church,  and  so  devoted  a  friend  to  the  missionary  cause. 

Redolved^  That  we  thankfully  adore  the  grace  of  God,  which  gave  his 
beloved  rest,  throughout  the  severe  and  protracted  illness  by  which  he  vaa 
finally  removed. 

Resolved^  That  we  deeply. sympathize  with  the  surviving  widow,  and 
other  members  of  the  family,  and  tender  them  our  affectionate  oondi>- 
lence  in  this  bereaving  event. 

Resolved^  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  be  for- 
warded to  the  widow  and  family  of  the  deceased,  and  that  a  copy  also  be 
furnished  to  our  several  Church  papers  for  publication. 

The  fcllowing  was  also  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  we  recommend  the  Board  to  take  measures  to  canae 
the  constitution  to  be  so  amended  as  to  render  it  clear  that  this  General 
Committee  and  Board  may  grant  aid  to  other  Methodist  bodies  in  carry* 
ing  on  their  missions,  and  that  such  appropriations  shall  in  effect  ooaati- 
tute  such  missions  foreign  missions  in  the  view  of  the  constitution. 

Adjourned. 

John  F,  Wright, 
Henrt  W.  Rrsa, 

W.  H.  COLUHB, 

G.  Baksb, 
a  J.  Houm 


REPORT  ON  THE  BIBIE  CAUSE. 

Thk  Committee  on  the  Bible  Cause,  in  makmg  thdr  report  to  this  body, 
are  anxious  to  bring  very  prominently  to  your  notice  the  American 
Bible  Society.  This  noble  institution,  recognized  in  the  Discipline  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  the  great  agency  for  the  circulation  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  we  are  happy  to  be  able  to  say,  is  still  successfully 
prosecuting  its  work,  and  richly  deserves  the  confidence  and  support  of 
the  Church  and  the  public.  During  the  last  four  years  its  career  baa 
been  one  of  progress,  and,  we  believe,  of  increasing  usefulness.  Each 
year,  except  one,  a  year  of  general  pecuniary  embarrassment,  it  has 
steadily  increased  in  its  receipts  and  in  its  issues.  Four  years  ago  the 
receipts  of  the  society,  from  donations,  legacies,  and  sales,  amounted  to 
$308,144  81 ;  the  last  year's  receipts,  from  all  sources,  were  $393,167  25. 
In  1852  the  report  of  the  society  stated  its  issues  at  666,015  volumes ; 
tiie  present  year  they  report  668,225.  But  it  should  be  remembered 
that  for  two  years  preceding,  the  auxiliary  societies  had  drawn  very 
largely  on  the  Parent  Depository  for  books,  had  thereby  become  vetj 

o  For  B«port  of  the  General  Misrioaavy  Cottaatloe,  see^pymrfir  S,  page  i69L 
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heayily  in  debt  to  the  treasury  of  the  Parent  Society ;  and  during  the 

Sat  year,  instead  of  ordering  books,  they  have  been  reducing  th^ir  in- 
btedness.  This  has  naturaily  led  to  an  au^entation  in  the  recdpts 
of  the  Parent  Society,  and  a  diminution  in  its  issues.  We  are  now  happy 
to  learn  that  the  Parent  Society  has  thereby  been  enabled  to  relieve 
itself  of  erabarrassments  contracted  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  few 
preceding  yean,  when  its  issues  were  unusually  large ;  and  being  now 
relieved  of  all  embarrassment  by  debt,  it  is  prepared  to  go  much  more 
extensively  into  the  manufacture  and  dbtnbution  of  books  than  ever 
before. 

Thus  prepared,  and  moved  by  a  consideration  of  the  wants  of  the 
country,  the  Board  of  Managers,  we  learn  from  the  doings  at  the  late 
anniversary,  have  made  arrangements  to  call  the  attention  of  the  auxiliary 
societies  to  a  complete  reexploration  and  re-supply  of  the  entire  country. 
They  are  satisfied  that  there  is  room  for  a  large  amount  of  distribution 
m  the  country,  many,  very  many,  families  and  individuals  bavmg  no 
Bible.  It  is  high  time  that  this  work  should  be  resumed  among  ua» 
But  to  acoompluh  it  it  is  necessary  that  auxiliaxy  societies,  Bible  com- 
mittees, and  pastors  and  minbters  generally,  should  take  hold  of  the 
work  with  energy  and  zeal.  It  is  also  highly  important  that  all  minis- 
ters should  cooperate  with  the  auxiliary  societies.  We  suggest  that 
the  ministers  of  our  own  Church  may  aid  materially  this  great  work  by 
■" "  -    -      -  "        rith 


themselves  with  the  auxiliary  societies,  by  cooperating  witl 
them,  and  as  far  as  possible  strengthening  and  encouraging  them. 
Much  of  the  prosperity  of  the  Parent  Society,  and  the  success  of  its 
benevolent  aims,  depend  on  their  so  doing. 

While  the  main  ooject  of  the  American  Bible  Society  is  to  supply  our 
own  country  with  the  Holy  Scriptures,  it  is  also  devoting  considerable 
attention  to  foreign  nations.  This  Conference  is  well  aware  that  unex- 
pected openinffs  have  occurred  in  lands  hitherto  inaccessible  to  the 
Bible.  la  Chma  and  Turkey  remarkable  events  have  occurred  to  open 
the  way  for  Bible  distribution ;  and  of  late  Italy,  and  even  Spain,  have 
become  accessible.  Owing  to  its  heavy  indebtedness,  the  Board  has  not 
done  as  much  as  was  desirable  for  foreign  lands  the  past  year,  but  it  ex- 
pects very  largely  to  increase  its  contributions  to  this  object  hereafter. 
In  regard  to  appropriations  to  meet  the  wants  of  our  Church,  we  are 
able  to  report  very  satisfactorily.  We  believe  no  application  from  our 
Church,  that  has  come  within  the  principles  of  its  constitution,  has  been 
disregarded  by  the  Board  of  Managers ;  and  it  has  shown  a  gratifymg 
liberality  in  regard  to  our  Missionary  Society  for  the  foreign  work,  as 
well  as  for  the  Sunday-school  and  Tract  Society,  and  to  individual  min- 
isters and  others,  for  private,  benevolent  distribution. 

We  are  happy  to  learn  that  the  Society  is  taking  great  puns  to  pub- 
fish  the  Scriptures  in  diflferent  languages,  of  the  most  correct  translations. 
It  publishes  the  Bible,  or  parts  of  the  Bible,  in  about  ten  of  the  princi- 
pal modem  lang^uages,  besides  portions  in  several  Indian  dialects  of  this 
eountr}',  and  in  the  Grebo  dialect  in  Africa.  Besides  these,  it  is  prepared 
to  furnish  imported  copies  in  many  more,  besides  printing  the  entire 
Bible  in  embossed  letters  for  the  use  of  the  blind.  To  all  these  trans- 
lations our  Church  has  acceta,  on  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  Society. 
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We  tbink  the  American  Bible  Society  entitled  to  our  gratitade,  for 
the  pains  it  has  taken  to  give  us  a  pure  and  perfect  version  of  the  Bb* 
glisb  Bible.  Rejectmg  all  attempts  at  a  new  (raaalation,  which  they  deem 
eminently  unwise,  as  both  uncalled  for  and  hasardous  to  the  best  mter* 
ests  of  Bible  truth,  they  have  taken  great  pains  to  give  us  a  perfeel 
copy  of  our  unrivaled  and  inimitable  English  Bible.  With  this  we  should 
not  only  be  fully  satisfied,  but  more,  it  calls  for  our  grateful  acknowledg- 
ment 

Impressed  with  these  views,  your  committee  would  beg  leave  respeet* 
fully  to  present,  for  adoption,  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  That  this  General  Conference  cherishes  the  most  cordial  and  un- 
diminished confidence  in  the  American  Bible  Society,  and  hereby  ree^ 
ommends  to  the  ministers  and  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  to  codperate  with  it,  and  exert  themselves  to  carry  out  its  noble 
and  benevolent  designs. 

2.  That  we  highly  approve  of  the  intention  and  efibrt  of  the 
Managers  to  secure  a  systematic  and  general,  as  well  as  thorough,  re- 
exploration  and  re-supply  of  the  entire  country,  and  that  we  recommoid 
our  ministers  and  members  everywhere  to  co(^perate  in  this  work,  and 
help  to  carry  the  plan  into  effect  m  their  several  fields  of  labor. 

8.  That  inasmuch  as  the  successful  earryinc^  out  of  the  designs  of  the 
American  Bible  Society  depends  on  the  efficiency  of  its  auxiliaries,  w^ 
recommend  all  under  our  charge  to  codperate  with  those  aoxiliarieB,  to 
encourage,  strengthen,  and  assist  them. 

4.  That  in  declining  all  attempts  or  movement  toward  a  new  traiiB- 
lation  of  the  Bible,  the  Society  is  entitled  to  our  warmest  thanks,  and 
for  its  pains  to  furnish  an  entirely  pure  and  correct  edition  of  the  Bible 
in  our  commonly  received  English  version, 

5.  In  view  of  the  importance  of  this  whole  subject,  we  hereby  reo^ 
ommend  to  each  mmister  in  the  connection  to  preach  at  least  once  a 
year  on  this  subject,  and  generally  at  the  time  when  he  makes  his  aoniMd « 
collection  for  the  Bible  cause. 


T. 

BEFOBT  OF  THE  FUBUSHINO  COmiTTEE  OF  THE  NORTHSRH 
CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE. 

Thb  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate  haviiiff 
attended  to  their  duties  m  making  personal  and  minute  examination  of 
the  office,  including  the  books  of  accounts,  which  they  audited,  beg 
leave  to  make  the  following  report  to  the  General  Conference : 

That  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate,  in  regard  to  its  subscription 
list  and  finances,  b  in  a  very  flattering  condition,  proving  the  editor  and 
printer,  who  have  the  daily  management  of  its  affairs,  to  have  ~ 
competent  and  successful. 


The  prcM>f  of  this  general  statement  wBl  be  fonod  m  the  folloning 
pftrticuters : 

1.  The  sttbscriptioii  list  oonosts  now  of  neatly  fifteen  thousand  pay- 
ing subsoribersi  against  about  twehe  thousand  at  the  tune  of  the  last 
session  of  your  body. 

2.  The  office  is  entirely  out  of  debt;  and  there  is  a  surplus  of 
$6^846  32  on  deposit,  against  |1,981  42  four  years  a^.  There  is  also 
due  from  agents  the  sum  of  |2,224,  at  the  date  of  this  report.  There 
is,  on  the  other  hand,  due  to  our  subseriben  about  17,000.  At  the 
close  of  the  year,  therefore,  the  office  will  have,  as  nearly  as  can  now  be 
foreseen,  about  92,000,  after  all  expenses  of  repairs  and  enlargement 
are  reckoned  in,  as  a  clear  profit. 

3.  The  cost  of  the  above-mentioned  enlargement,  which  was  called 
for  by  the  necessities  of  the  work,  has  been  9l»610  98. 

4.  The  cost  of  repairs  for  the  four  years  has  been  9727  91. 

We  find  the  building,  lot»  and  fixtures,  to  be  worth  about  910,000. 
Everything  seems  to  be  in  good  repair.  The  type  is  about  one  year 
old ;  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  purchase  a  new  dress  for  the  paper, 
and,  perhaps,  change  all  the  type  of  the  office  at  the  close  of  the  present 
year. 

As  the  building  up  of  a  sound  and  prosperous  establishment, 
with  the  intention  of  graduaUy  enlarging  to  meet  the  increasing 
demands  made  upon  the  paper  by  the  patroniang  conferences,  would 
seem  to  be  the  policy  of  said  conferences,  the  office  has  been  con- 
ducted under  the  idea  of  low  prices  and  extensive  eircukUion,  that  we 
may  scatter  intelligence  rather  than  horde  money ;  and  we  are,  there- 
fore, able  to  report,  in  conclusion. 

That  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate  is  safe  in  its  finances,  offering 

no  occasbn  of  anxiety  to  the  Church  at  large,  or  to  your  reverend 

body ;  and  is  codperatmg  more  and  more  efficiently  with  the  preachers 

>  and  people  of  this  region  of  country,  in  spreading  the  knowledge  of  a 

perfect  salvation  to  the  ends  of  the  world.    Bespectfully  submitted, 

B.  F.  Teft, 
F.  Rebd, 
K  B.  Tennt, 

A.  J.  Phelps, 

J.  M'EWKN. 

May  1, 1856. 

P.  S.  The  tardiness  of  this  report  is  owing  to  the  fact,  that  these 
reports  are  customarily  made  up  to  the  first  of  May  inclusive,  after 
which  the  work  of  collecting  the  <Ukta  is  performed,  from  which  data  the 
ebabrman  makes  out  his  returns. 

B.  T.  Teft. 
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V. 

REPORT  ON  THE  EDUCATION  OP  COLORED  YOUTH. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  certain  papers  relating  to  the 
''Education  of  Colored  Youth/'  have  carefully  conadered  the  snbjeet^ 
and  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

HISTORY  OP  THE  MOYEMEIIT. 

For  many  years  the  unhappy  condition  of  the  colored  people  of  this 
country  has  excited  the  sympathy  of  the  benevolent ;  and  the  inquiij 
has  been  anxiously  revolved,  What  can  be  done  for  the  improvement  of 
that  condition  ?  In  the  fall  of  1853,  the  attention  of  the  Cincinnati 
Conference  was  directed  to  this  subject;  and  a  committee  of  seves 
members  was  appointed  to  inquire  and  report  some  plan  of  operations 
at  the  next  session.  This  committee  reported  to  the  Conference  in  1 854» 
urging  the  immediate  adoption  of  measures  for  encouraging  the  educa- 
tion of  colored  youth,  so  as  to  fit  them  for  any  position  or  pursuit  in 
life  to  which  God  in  his  providence  might  call  them.  This  report  was 
adopted  by  the  Conference,  and  an  agent  was  appointed  to  carry  into 
effect  the  objects  contemplated.  This  agent,  the  Kev.  John  F.  Wright^ 
in  addition  to  his  ordinary  duties  as  presiding  elder  of  East  Cincinnati 
District,  labored  quite  extensively,  by  Correspondence  and  otherwise,  in 
the  work  of  the  agency.  He  succeeded  in  awakening  a  lively  interest 
on  the  subject,  and  in  arousing  the  attention  and  exciting  the  hopes  of 
the  colored  people  themselves,  who  began  to  see  openmg  out  oefore 
them  the  prospect  of  respectability  and  usefubess.  The  Ohio  Con* 
ference  entered  with  great  cordiality  into  tbe  project ;  and,  at  its  session 
in  1855,  resolved  to  cooperate  with  the  Cincmnati  Conference,  and 
such  other  conferences  as  chose  to  engage  in  the  enterprise,  in  establish- 
ing *'  a  literary  institution  of  a  high  oraer  for  the  education  of  colored 
youth,  male  and  female."  A  committee  was  also  appointed,  headed  by 
the. venerable  Dr.  Young,  to  cooperate  with  the  committees  from  tlw 
other  conferences  in  carrying  into  effect  the  objects  contemplated.  The 
agent  of  the  Cincinnati  Conference,  in  person  and  by  letter,  communicated 
with  the  three  western  conferences  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  upon  the  subject ;  and  they  entered  heartily  into  the  measure. 
He  has  also  visited  the  General  Conference  of  that  Church,  which  is  now 
in  session  in  Cincinnati ;  and  has  received  assurance  of  the  most  cordid 
cooperation.  This  body  of  Christians  has  ffreat  mfluence  with  the 
colored  people  of  this  country ;  and  the  mimsters,.  and  many  of  the 
leading  members  of  that  Church,  have  for  some  years  manifested  aland- 
able  zeal  for  the  literary  as  well  as  religious  culture  of  their  people. 

LOCATION  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Cincinnati  Conference  definite  action  was 
taken,  the  agent  was  re-appointed  with  enlarged  powers,,  an  able  com- 
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mittee  of  fotir  brethren  was  associated  with  him ;  and  the  j  were  authorized 
to  raise  funds,  and  procure  a  suitable  site  and  buildings  for  an  institution 
of  learning.  Providentiallj,  as  it  seemed,  just  at  the  opportune  moment, 
a  most  beautiful  location,  with  appropriate  buildings,  furniture,  <&c.,  was 
offered  to  them  upon  terms  as  favorable  as  could  reasonably  be  desired. 
It  b  known  as  the  "  Tawawa  or  Xenia  Springs"  property ;  and  is  situated 
in  Greene  county,  Ohio,  some  three  and  a  half  miles  northeasterly  from  the 
town  of  Xenia,  in  a  community  wh)ere  such  an  institution  will  be  cher- 
ished, and  where  it  will  enjoy  every  possdble  facility  for  meeting  the 
wants  which  have  called  it  mto  being.  It  embraces  fifty-four  acres  of 
land,  on  which  there  is  a  large  and  beautiful  edifice,  containing  about 
two  hundred  rooms,  which  are  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  a 
boarding-house,  school  and  class-room,  chapel,  Ac;  also  several  cot- 
tages equally  well  adapted  to  the  use  of  private  families — the  furniture 
for  both  the  main  edifice  and  the  cottages  being  included  in  the  purchase. 
There  are  several  mineral  springs  on  the  premises ;  and  the  whole  had 
been  fitted  up  for  a  fashionable  watering-phtce,  at  a  cost  of  over  fortj 
thousand  dollars.  This  property  was  offered  to  the  committee  for  thir- 
teen thousand  five  hundfred  dollars.  The  offer  was  accepted ;  and  the 
committee  now  look  to  this  General  Conference  for  its  approval,  which 
will  materially  aid  them  in  meeting  the  pecuniary  responsibilities  of  the 
enterprise,  and  in  carrying  into  effect  the  great  objects  contemplated. 

THE  OBJECTS  CONTEMPLATED. 

As  already  intimated,  the  great  object  had  in  view  is  the  elevatUm  of 
the  etUire  colored  race,  by  means  of  literary,  social,  and  religious  culture. 
And  in  order  to  aeeomplisfa  this  object,  it  is  proposed  to  encourage  and 
assist  them  in  their  efforts  at  self-improvement,  by  means  of  Sabbath 
and  week-day  schools,  and  also  by  means  of  at  least  one  institutioB 
of  learning  of  a  high  grade,  which  the  colored  people  may  regard  as 
their  own;  and  where  they  may  feel  that  they  have  no  superiors, 
unless  superior  merit  makes  them  such.  The  character  and  objects  of 
this  institution  are  thus  explained  by  the  agent  of  the  Cincinnati  Con- 
ference: "A  leadmg  feature  will  be  to  educate  and  train  colored  per- 
sons, male  and  female,  for  professional  teachers,  that  they  may  be 
thoroughly  qualified  to  go  forth  wherever  their  services  are  needed,  and 
impart  to  their  own  race  a  good  Christian  education.  It  is  to  be  open 
to  both  sexes,  and  persons  entering  may  pursue  and  accomplish  a  par- 
tial or  thorough  collegiate  course,  as  they  may  choose ;  and,  in  its 
maturity,  we  design  that  it  shall  include  and  furnish  all  that  is  common 
to  the  best  universities  of  the  country." 

PBISENT  STATE  OF  THE  ENTERPRISE. 

It  has  been  stated  already,  that  a  most  desirable  location  and  buildings 
have  been  procured,  which  will,  in  a  short  time,  be  ready  for  occupancy. 
The  project  is  regarded  with  great  favor  by  all  the  prominent  friends  of  the 
eolored  race,  so  far  as  their  views  have  been  ascertained ;  and  the  com* 
mittee  are  informed,  upon  reliable  authority,  that  the  colored  people 
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themselves,  especially  in  the  neighborhood  where  the  institutioa  is  locaAedl 
are  delighted  with  the  enterprise.  It  has  also  attracted  the  attention 
of  some  wealthy  gentlemen  in  the  south,  who  hare  slaves  whom  thej 
wish  to  emancipate  and  educate;  and  two  such  slaves  have  been 
emancipated  already,  and  are  now  in  Xenia  awaiting  the  opening  of  the 
school.  It  will,  probably,  be  necessary  to  place  Uie  institution  under 
the  superintendence  of  a  white  principid  for  the  present ;  but  the  design 
IS  to  make  it  emphatically  the  colored  people* 9  college. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  General  Confereqpe,  the 
religious  education  of  the  people  of  color  in  our  land,  will  tend  most 
effectually  and  speedily,  under  God,  to  their  elevation  in  this  country, 
and  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  restoration  of  the  benighted  millions  of 
down-trodden  Africa,  to  all  the  blessings  of  civilization,  science,  and 
religion. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  look  upon  the  proposed  plan  for  the  education 
of  the  colored  youth  of  our  land  as  of  God,  and  as  promising  great 
good  to  the  people  of  color  among  us,  and  untold  blessings  to  the  land 
of  their  ancestors ;  and  we  do  most  earnestly  recommend  this  noble 
work  to  the  sympathy,  the  prayers,  and  the  generous  benefactions  of  all 
who  desire  the  elevation  of  the  entire  family  of  man. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  bespeak  for  the  agents  of  this  enterprise  a  cordial 
reception  on  the  part  of  all  Christians  and  philanthropists,  hoping  that 
they  may  be  successful,  not  only  in  awakening  sympathy  and  emisting 
prayers,  but  also  in  gathering  funds  to  pay  for  the  property  purchase^ 
and  to  afford  a  liberal  endowment  of  the  institution,  so  as  to  place 
it  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  best  institutionB  of  learning  in  our 
country. 


V. 

REPORT  ON  THE  SMITH  ARNOLD  FUND. 

Thb  Committee  to  whom  a  memorial  from  the  New- York  East  Con- 
ference, in  relation  to  the  "  Smith  Arnold  Fund,"  was  referred,  b^ 
leave  respectfully  to  report  that,  from  the  memorial,  and  the  commum- 
cations  made  to  them. 

It  appears  that,  about  twenty-five  years  ago,  a  sum  of  money  was 
collected  within  the  bounds  of  the  New-Tork  Conference,  and  by  said 
Conference  the  money  was  ordered  to  be  invested,  and  the  proceeds 
appropriated  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  Rev.  Smith  Amold  and  his  wife, 
during  their  lives. 

It  appears,  also,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  said  fund  were  r^rnlaily 
paid  to  the  said  Amold  and  his  wife,  agreeably  to  the  order  stated 
above. 
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It  further  appears  that,  after  the  decease  of  the  aforesaid  beneficiaries, 
the  said  Conference,  at  its  session  in  June,  1840,  ordered  that  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  said  fund  should  be  appropriated  to  the  use  and  benefit  of 
Rev.  N.  W.  Thomas  and  his  wife,  during  their  lives ;  and  the  said  pro- 
ceeds were  appropriated  m  conformity  with  this  oider,  until  the  year 
1848,  when  the  New- York  East  Conference  was  org^ised  by  the  divi- 
sion of  the  New* York  Conference,  and  as  the  residence  of  the  said 
Thomas  was  within  the  bounds  of  the  New- York  East  Conference,  he 
then  became,  and  is  now,  a  member  thereof. 

It  appears,  also,  that  the  New- York  Conference,  prior  to  the  division 
above-named,  had  accumulated  certain  other  funds  for  various  benevolent 
objects,  and  that,  subsequent  to  the  organization  of  the  New- York  East 
Conference,  an  equal  division  of  these  funds  was  made  between  the 
two  bodies,  with  the  exception  of  the  particular  fund  which  is  the  sub- 
ject of  the  present  memorial,  and  which  remains  in  the  possession  of  the 
X^ew-York  Conference,  the  proceeds  having  been  administered  by  said 
Conference  for  the  benefit  of  parties  other  wan  the  said  N.  W.  Thomas 
and  his  wife. 

From  the  foregoing  facts  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  has  no  jurisdiction  over  the  question  submitted  in  the 
memorial  from  the  New- York  East  Conference.  Nevertheless,  in  view 
of  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  New- York  Conference,  at  its  session 
in  1840,  and  of  the  expectation  thereby  created,  we  recommend  the 
New- York  Conference  so  to  administer  the  proceeds  of  the  fund  in 
question  that  they  may  in  future  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  said  N.  W. 
Thomas  and  his  wife  during  their  lives,  provided  they  shall  remain 
members  of  the  Methodist  ^iscopal  Church. 


REPORT  OP  THE  PUBLISHING  COMMITTEE  OP  THE  PITTSBURGH 
CHRI8TIM  ADVOCATE. 

The  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pittsbuigh  Christian  Advocate  would 
present  the  following  report : 

At  the  commencement  of  the  four  years  just  closing  the  paper  was 
seriously  embarrassed  in  its  fiscal  concerns,  so  that  after  appropriating 
the  amount  ordered  by  the  General  Conference  of  1862,  to  the  payment 
of  old  and  long-standing  claims  against  the  paper,  it  was  found  that  this 
did  not,  by  a  considerable  amount,  even  pay  the  debts  of  the  paper  up 
to  the  1st  January,  1852,  after  including  the  cash  received  from  sub- 
scribers, in  advance,  for  their  papera  for  the  current  year.  It  w91  be 
seen  from  the  statement  that  the  paper  had  to  be  earned  on  principally 
on  credit  for  the  ^ear. 

Nothwithstandmg,  we  were  necessitated  to  renew  the  type  during  the 

18 
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early  part  of  the  second  year.  There  was  a  consideFable  improvemeat 
m  the  conditioa  of  the  paper  each  year,  so  that,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
exhibit  which  follows,  we  shall  have  sufficient  means  to  carry  us  on  untQ 
August,  or  perhaps  September,  without  mcurnng  any  debt,  excepting 
the  balances  due  to  subscribers. 
The  following  presents  the  present  condition  of  the  paper : 

ASSETa 

Office  Fumituie,  including  Type,  &c. $516  50 

Due  fipom  Sundriea 790  21 

Bills  Receivable 1,736  00 

Cash  on  Deposit 1,792  00 

14,883  n 

LIABILITIES. 

Due  to  Sondries $1,225  34 

BiUs  Payable 1,466  92        2,692  26 

Balance  in  feyor  of  Pittsburgh  Ohristian  Adyocate |2,141  45 

It  is  to  us  truly  gratifying  that  we  are  able  to  show  such  a  favorable 
improvement  in  the  financial  condition  of  the  paper.  We  have  now 
nearly  8,000  subscribers,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  course  of  one  or  two 
years  more  the  paper  will  be  able  to  liquidate  every  claim  by  the  com- 
mencement of  tiie  year,  having  on  hand  the  subscription  price  of  the 
whole  year  to  come. 

We  may  say  that>  during  the  existence  of  the  Pittsburgh  Christian 
Advocate,  it  has  never  been  in  so  prosperous  a  condition. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I.  N.  Baibs), 
J.  C.  Pershing, 
Wm.  a.  Davidsok, 

FubUshina  Commttee, 
Hoy,  186ft. 


T. 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  CHARTERED  FUND. 

To  the  General  Ooi^erenee  of  the  Methodist  JSpiscopal  Church  of  the 
United  States  of  America : 

Dbar  Fathsrs  Aim  Brbthrxn  :  The  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fond 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United  States  of  America 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

The  amount  of  invested  funds,  as  per  report,  made  to  the  Genenl 
Conferenoe  in  1862,  was  $41,636  20. 


Total, 

.    .    .    12,786  00 

Total 

.    .    .       1,226  00 

Total, 

.    .    .       1,882  00 

Total, 

.    .    .       1,140  00 
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The  dividends  to  each  Annual  Conference,  since  tliat  time,  hare  been 
as  follows : 

1863  to  86  Conferences,  each  |76  00 

1864  to  86  "  "  36  00 
1866  to  86  "  "  36  00 
1866  to  38            "             "       88  00 

A  division  of  the  assets  of  the  Chartered  Fnnd,  under  a  decree  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  was  made  in  Januajy,  1864,  in 
which  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  made  owner  of  a  proportion 
of  the  assets,  equal  to  about  29  per  cent.,  which  ratio  was  based  upon 
the  number  of  preachers,  and  was  as  4,632  is  to  1,329. 

The  net  valuation  of  the  assets,  at  the  time  of  settlement, 

was, $88,324  31 

Of  which  amount  was  paid  to  Commissioners  of  Church, 
South,       17,061  06 


Leaving  balance  of  reliable  assets,      .    .    .  $21,273  26 

The  Board  of  Trustees  regret  to  state  that  the  late  Treasurer,  Brother 
J.  J.  Boswell,  appropriated  to  hb  own  use  about  $6,000  of  the  funds  of 
this  corporation,  and  being  unfortunate  in  his  business,  and  being  unable 
to  pay  over  the  amount  to  the  Treasury,  and  with  a  desire  to  save  the 
fund  from  loss,  assigned  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  certain  book  debts, 
notes,  <&o.,  which,  if  realized,  will  be  ample  to  pay  the  deficiency. 

Brother  Boswell  made,  at  the  same  timCi  a  general  assignment  for  the 
benefit  of  his  creditors.  The  assignees  have  resisted  payment  of  the 
assignment  made  to  the  Chartered  Fund.  A  suit  has  been  mstituted 
by  the  Board  of  Trustees  against  the  assignees,  and  judgment  obtained 
in  the  court  below.  The  parties  have  carried  the  case  to  the  Supreme 
Court.  The  Trustees  have  been  in  daily  expectation  of  receiving  the  de- 
cree of  said  court,  affirming  the  previous  decision.  They  have  no  time 
to  wait  longer,  and  this  is  their  apology  for  detaining  the  report  to  so 
late  a  day  of  the  session  of  the  General  Conference. 

The  amount  of  this  deficiency,  about  $6,000,  or  any  portion  of  it,  when 
collected,  is  to  be  divided  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Methodist 
Episcop^  Church,  South,  pro  ratio,  as  the  former  division,  say  4,632  is 
to  1,329. 

During  the  past  four  years  Brothers  J.  J.  Boswell  and  Solomon 
Townsend  have  resigned  as  trustees,  and  the  vacancies  have  been  filled 
by  the  election  of  Brothers  Colson  Hieskill  and  T.  E.  Collins,  which 
elections  the  Board  ask  the  General  Conference  to  confirm. 

The  amount  of  invested  funds,  as  per  statement  of  Treasurer,  on  1st 
January,  1866,  is  $22,182  60. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

W.  P.  Haoxxb,  Seereiary. 


2fd  £^Mrt  cf  ihi  CbmmiMtoiMrt  cfUm  Olmnk  Suit  m  ITew-York. 


z. 

REPORT  O;  THE  COUaSSIONERS  OF  THE  CHURCH  SUET  m  NEW- 
YORK. 

The  undersigned,  surviving  members  of  the  commission  appointed  by 
the  General  Conference  of  1852, ''  with  fuU  powers  to  act,"  in  reference 
to  the  claims  preferred  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  upon 
certain  property  of  the  Methodist  Book  Concern  in  New- York,  w<Hild 
respectfully  report, 

That  under  the  friendly  advice  of  the  Hon.  Judge  M'Lean,  after  a 
careful  examination  of  all  the  facts,  and  in  full  view  of  their  respona- 
bilities,  they,  at  as  early  a  time  as  practicable,  effected  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  all  the  matters  referred  to  them. 

The  decree  of  the  court,  given  December  8th,  1868,  entered  oo 
motion  of  both  parties,  contains  the  particulars  of  the  adjustment 

It  was  agreed  to  pay  the  South  $191,000  in  cash,  together  with  the 
Eichmond,  Charleston,  and  Nashville  printing  establishments,  and  all 
the  debts  on  the  books  and  periodicals  as  per  schedule  submitted,  due 
the  New-Tork  Book  Concern,  from  individuals  residmg  withm  the 
geographical  limits  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

^e  sum  of  170,000  was  to  be  given  as  follows :  $10,000  on  the  filing 
of  the  decree,  $40,000  on  the  fifth  day  of  January  following,  and  the 
remaining  $20,000  on  the  first  of  March  succeeding.  The  residue  of 
the  $191,000,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $121,000,  was  to  be  paid  as 
follows :  $16,000  on  the  first  oY  February,  1865  ;  $15,000  on  the  first 
February,  1866;  $16,000  on  the  first  of  February,  1867 ;  $15,000  on 
the  first  of  February,  1868 ;  $16,000  on  the  first  of  February,  1859; 
$16,000  on  the  first  of  February,  1860;  $15,000  on  the  first  id 
February,  1861 ;  $16,000  on  the  first  of  February,  1862.  We,  the 
defendants,  were  to  pay  the  interest  every  year  on  all  deferred  payments, 
at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent.,  and  at  the  same  rate  on  the  payments  to 
be  made  on  the  fifth  day  of  March.  We  were  also  to  pay  the  taxable 
costs  of  the  suit,  within  ninety  days  from  the  filing  of  this  decree. 

Your  committee  beg  to  assure  the  General  Conference,  that  while  thk 
arrangement  was  effected  in  full  view  of  the  legal  decisions  already 
made,  and  the  moral  certainty  of  those  destined  to  follow,  they  weie 
also  prompted  by  the  strictest  economy,  upon  the  part  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Ohuieh,  a  very  considerable  sum  being  saved  to  the  Book 
OoncenL 

Gbobgb  Pkok, 
TnoMAa  Casltov, 

JOHH  8.  POBXBR. 
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AA. 

REPORT  OP  THE  COMMTPTEE  Olf  CHURCH  EXTENSION. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  onChmich  Extenuon  was  referred, 
beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  had  the  subject  under  consideration ; 
and  while  thej  deeply  feel  the  importance  of  securing  early  attention  to 
the  purchase  of  lots  for  churches  and  parsonages,  especially  in  the  new 
distnets  of  country,  and  m  towns  and  villages  that  are  springing  up  in 
almost  eveiy  part  of  our  widely-extended  country,  yet  we  cannot  think 
it  advisable,  at  this  time,  for  the  General  Conference  either  to  organize 
a  society  for  the  purpose,  or  adopt  any  one  thus  organized.  Believing, 
as  we  do,  that  the  desired  end  would  not  be  the  most  successfulfy 
arrived  at  by  any  one  local  society,  or  the  employment  of  agents  to  go 
through  the  country  at  large,  therefore, 

1.  lUsolved,  That  we  appreciate  and  commend  the  zeal  of  our 
brethren  at  Chicago;  jet  we  do  not  think  it  practicable,  at  this  time, 
to  organize  such  a  society  as  they  de^e. 

2.  Beiolved,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  the  Annual  Conferences,  as 
having  this  work  more  immediately  under  their  supervision  and  control, 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  are  best  calculated,  according  to  their  cir- 
cumstances and  necessities,  and  by  all  prudential  measures,  to  secure  the 
desired  end. 


BB. 

REPORT  ON  BOUITDARIES. 

Part  IIL — ^Temporal  Eoonomt. 
Chap.  L — Qf  the  Bcmndaries  of  the  Annual  Coftfermees. 

1.  Thx  Nsw-Tork  Cokfbrxvob  shall  consist  of  the  territory  now 
included  in  the  New-Tork,  Poughkeepsie,  Newbureh,  Pftittsville,  Monti- 
oello,  and  Rhinebeck  Districts,  including  East  Cha^am. 

2.  Thb  Nbw-York  East  Conference  shall  consist  of  the  East  New- 
Tork,  the  New-Haven,  the  Hartford,  and  the  Long  Island  Districts,  indudr 
ing  in  the  dty  of  New- York  all  those  charges  lying  east  of  a  line  running 
ihrondi  the  Third  Avenue,  Bow^y,  Chatham-street,  and  Broadway. 

S.  The  Provtdenoe  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State 
d  Connecticut  lyin^  east  of  the  Connecticut  River,  all  the  State  of  Rhode 
bland,  with  MillvilTe  and  Blackstone  Stations  in  Massachusetts,  and  also 
that  part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  lying  southeast  of  a  line  drawn 
bom  the  northeast  comer  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  to  the  mouth  <tf 


S78 .  Beport  o»  Boundaries. 

Neponset  River,  which  line  shall  so  ran  as  to  leave  Walpole  Station  and 
Quincy  Point  within  the  hounds  of  the  New-England  Conference. 

4.  The  New-England  Conference  shall  include  all  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  lying  east  of  the  Green  Mountains,  not  emhraced  in  the 
New-Hampshire  and  Providence  Conferences. 

5.  The  Maine  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State  of 
Maine  lying  west  of  the  Kenneheck  River,  from  its  mouth  to  the  Great 
Bend  helow  Skowhegan,  and  of  .a  line  running  from  thence  north  to  the 
State  line,  (including  Skowhegan  and  Augusta  Stations  in  Maine  Ccxi- 
ference,)  and  that  part  of  New-Hampshire  lying  east  of  the  White  Hills, 
and  north  of  the  waters  of  the  Ossipee  Lake. 

6.  The  East  Maine  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  Stale 
of  Maine  not  included  in  the  Maine  Conference. 

7.  The  New-Hampshire  Conference  shall  include  all  the  State  of 
New-Hampshire  not  emhraced  in  the  Maine  Conference,  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  northeast  of  the  Merrimac  River,  and  also  that 
part  of  the  State  of  Vermont  lying  east  of  the  top  of  the  Green  Mountains. 
Provided^  that  at  the  next  sessions  of  the  Vermont  and  New-Hampshire 
Conferences,  the  memhers  of  the  same,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  acree 
to  the  reunion  of  the  two;  otherwise,  the  Vermont  Conference  shall 
include,  as  now,  that  part  of  the  State  of  Vermont  lying  east  of  the  top 
of  the  Green  Mountains. 

8.  The  Trot  Conference  shall  include  the  Troy,  Albany,  fembracmff 
Richmondville  Station,)  Saratoga,  Poultney,  Burlington,  Plattsourgh,  and 
St  Albans  Districts. 

9.  The  Black  River  Conference  shall  include,  together  with  Rose 
Circuit,  that  part  of  the  State  of  New-York  west  of  the  Troy  Conference, 
not  embraced  in  the  East  Genesee  Conference,  as  far  south  as  the  Erie 
Canal,  and  all  the  Societies  on  the  immediate  banks  of  the  Canal,  except 
Utica,  Canestota,  Montezuma,  and  Port  Byron. 

10.  The  Oneida  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State  of 
New- York  south  of  the  Black  River  Conference  and  east  of  Cayuga  Lake, 
and  north  of  a  line  running  east  from  Newfield  to  Ithaca ;  from  thence 
foUowing  the  Catskill  turnpike  to  Greene,  and  from  thence  following  the 
same  line  of  road  through  Masonville  to  the  New-York  Conference, 
including  all  the  chaises  Uirough  which  said  line  passes,  excepting  Lisle 
and  Whitney's  Point  Charge;  from  thence,  on  the  west  line  of  the  Troy 
Conference,  to  the  Erie  Canal,  including  Fort  Plain. 

11.  The  Wyoming  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State 
of  New- York  not  included  in  the  Oneida,  East  Genesee,  and  New- York 
Conferences,  including  Lisle  and  Whitney's  Point  Charffe ;  together  with 
that  part  of  Pennsylvania  bounded  on  the  west  by  £e  East  Genesee, 
south  by  the  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  Newark  Conferences,  and  east 
by  the  Newark  and  New- York  Conferences. 

12.  The  East  Genesee  Conference  shall  contain  all  that  part  of  the 
State  of  New- York  west  of  Black  River,  Oneida,  and  Wyoming  Con- 
ferences,  and  east  of  Genesee  River,  induding  the  whole  of  the  dty  of 
Rochester,  together  with  so  much  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  as  is 
included  in  Sie  Ehnira,  Troy,  and  Coming  Districts,  except  Lapotta 
Circuit. 
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13.  The  Gbnssbs  CoNrsRBNOB  shall  include  all  that  part  of  the  State 
of  New- York  west  of  the  East  Genesee  Conference,  except  so  much  as  is, 
included  in  the  Erie  Annual  Conference ;  and  also  so  much  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  as  is  emhraced  in  Olean  District 

14.  The  Erie  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north  by  Iiake 
Erie,  on  the  east  by  a  line  commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Cattaraugus 
Creek,  thence  up  said  creek  to  the  village  of  Gbwanda^  leaving  said  vil- 
lage in  the  Genesee  Conference,  thence  to  the  Alleghany  River,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Tunungwant  Creek,  thence  up  said  creek  eastward  to  the 
ridge  dividing  between  the  waters  of  Clarion  and  Sinnamahoning  Creeks, 
thence  south  to  the  head  of  Mahoning  Creek,  thence  down  said  creek, 
exclusive  of  the  Milton  Society,  but  including  Putneyville  in  the  Bethle- 
ham  Circuit,  to  the  Alleghany  River ;  thence  across  said  river  in  a  north- 
westerly direction,  to  the  Western  Reserve  line,  including  the  north  part 
of  Butler  and  Newcastle  Circuits,  and  also  including  Petersburgh ;  thence 
west  to  the  Ohio  Canal,  thence  along  said  canal  to  Lake  Erie,  including 
Akron,  and  all  of  Cleveland  lying  east  of  the  Cuyahoga  River. 

15.  The  Pittsburgh  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north  by 
the  Erie  Conference,  on  the  east  by  a  line  running  along  the  tops  of  the 
Alleghany  Mountains  to  the  southern  lino  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
thence  west  along  the  line  of  the  Western  Virginia  Conference  to  the  Ohio  * 
River,  thence  down  said  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Muskingum  River, 
thence  up  said  river,  exclusive  of  the  towns  of  Marietta  and  Zanesville,  to 
the  Tuscarawas  River,  thence  up  said  river,  including  the  town  of  Massil- 
Ion,  to  the  line  of  the  Erie  Conference. 

16.  The  Western  Virginia  Conference  shall  be  bounded  as  fol- 
lows :  Beginning  at  the  southwest  comer  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  thence 
along  said  line  to  the  northeast  comer  of  Ohio  county,  Virginia,  so  as  to 
include  Wheeling  Creek  Mission  and  Triadelphia  Circuits ;  thence  the 
most  direct  way  to  Short  Creek,  so  as  to  include  the  Short  Creek  and 
Liberty  Circuits ;  thence  down  said  creek  to  the  Ohio  River,  thence  down 
said  river  to  the  mouth  of  Big  Sandy  River,  thence  up  the  Big  Sandy  River, 
so  as  to  include  the  Guyandotte  District ;  on  the  south  and  east  it  shall 
be  bounded  by  the  Baltimore  Conference  to  the  Pennsylvania  State  line, 
thence  westward  Inr  said  line  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

17.  The  Ohio  Conference  shall  commence  at  the  southeast  comer  of 
the  North  Ohio  Conference,  and  thence  south,  following  the  course  of  the 
Muskingum  River  to  its  junction  with  the  Ohio  River,  including  the  city 
of  Zanesville  and  the  town  of  Marietta ;  thence  down  the  Ohio  River  to 
the  mouth  of  Ohio  Brush  Creek,  thence  north  to  the  southeast  comer  of 
Fayette  county,  leaving  Sinking  Spring  Circuit,  and  Bethesda,  and  Rapid 
Forge  societies  in  Highland  Circuit,  west  of  this  line,  and  Washington 
Circuit  east,  except  Fairfield,  which  shall  be  left  wedt  of  said  line ;  thence 
northwest  to  the  western  boundary  of  said  county  ^f  Fayette,  thence  in  a 
due^porth  direction  to  the  southern  boundary  of  Delaware  Conference, 
leaving  Vienna  Circuit  west  of  said  line,  thence  east  with  southem  line 
of  the  Delaware  Conference  in  part,  and  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference  to 
the  place  of  beginning. 

18.  The  Cincinnati  Cokfsrbncb  shall  commence  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Ohio  Brush  Creek,  and  shall  be  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  Ohio 
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Biver,  and  on  the  west  by  the  Indiana  Btate  line  to  the  southern  bounds 
of  the  Delaware  Conference,  at  the  southwest  comer  of  DarkOountj ;  thence 
eastwardly  along  said  line,  so  as  to  exclude  the  Sydney  and  Delaware  Dis- 
tricts of  liie  Delaware  Conference,  to  the  boundary  of  the  Ohio  Confer- 
ence at  its  junction  with  the  southern  line  of  the  Delaware  Conference ; 
thence  in  a  southeasterly  direction  with  said  western  line  of  the  Ohio  Con- 
ference to  the  place  of  beginning. 

19.  The  Eentitckt  Confbrenoe  shall  include  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
excepting  so  much  of  said  state  as  is  included  in  the  Western  Virginia 
Conference. 

20.  The  North  Ohio  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north  by 
the  north  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  east  by  the  Erie  and  Pittsburgh  Con- 
ferences, on  the  south  by  the  Ohio  Conference,  and  on  the  west  by  the 
Delaware  Conference. 

21.  The  Delaware  Conference  shall  be  bounded  by  a  line  com- 
mencing at  the  northwest  comer  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  thence  east  by  the 
north  line  of  the  state  to  a  point  north  of  the  mouth  of  Sandusky  River, 
thence  south  to  the  mouth  of  Sandusky  River,  excluding  Port  Clinton 
Circuit,  thence  up  said  Sandusky  River  to  Upper  Sandusky,  excluding 

,  Tiffin  City,  and  including  Fremont  and  Upper  Sandusky,  thence  along  the 
Ohio  and  Indiana  Railroad  to  Crestline,  including  Bucyms  Station  and 
Crestline,  thence  alons^  the  Cleveland,  Columbus,  and  Cincinnati  Railroad 
to  the  north  line  of  the  Ohio  Conference,  including  Cardington  village, 
Waldo,  and  Westfield,  and  Galena  Circuits ;  thence  west  along  the  north 
line  of  the  Ohio  and  Cincinnati  Conferences  to  the  west  line  of  the  state, 
thence  north  along  the  west  line  of  the  state  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

22.  The  Michigan  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Michigan  lying  west  of  the  principal  meridian  lines,  and  the  In- 
dian Missions,  in  the  lower  peninsula,  shall  be  connected  with  Michigan 


23.  The  Detroit  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part  of  the  State 
of  Michigan  lying  east  of  the  principal  meridian  line,  and  the  upper  penin- 
sula shaU  be  connected  with  the  Detroit  Conference. 

24.  The  Indiana  Conference  shall  be  bounded  as  follows,  namely: 
Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Silver  Creek  on  the  Ohio  River,  thence  with 
said  creek  to  the  Jeflfersonville  Railroad,  thence  by  said  railroad  to 
Rockford,  thence  by  the  east  fork  of  White  River  to  Columbus,  thence 
by  the  Madison  and  Indianapolis  Railroad  to  Franklin,  thence  by  the 
plank  road  to  the  Bluffs  of  White  River,  thence  north  by  said  river 
to  the  Donation  line  of  Indianapolis,  thence  east  by  said  line  to  Meridian- 
street,  thence  north  by  said  street  to  its  intersection  with  Market-street, 
tihence  west  by  Market-street  to  the  Donation  line,  thence  south  by  said 
Donation  line  to  the  National  Road,  thence  by  the  National  Road  west  to 
die  Greencastle  State  Road,  one  and  a  half  miles  west  of  Stilesville«  thence 
with  said  State  Road  to  the  town  plat  of  Greencastle,  thence  due  south 
to  Seminary-street,  including  the  second  charge  in  Greencastle,  together 
with  lot  No.  153 ;  thence  due  south  to  the  southem  border  of  the  college 
grounds,  upon  a  line  equally  dividing  the  college  campus  and  building, 
tiience  due  west  to  the  Walnut  Fork  of  Eel  River,  thence  down  said  river 
to  its  mtersection  with  the  National  Ro«d,  thence  with  said  road  to  the 
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western  line  of  the  state,  including  all  the  towns  on  the  National  Road 
west  of  Indianapolis  in  Indiana  Conference,  except  Terre  Haute ;  thence 
by  the  state  line  to  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash  River,  thence  by  the  state 
line  to  the  mouth  of  Silver  Creek,  the  place  of  beginning. 

25.  Thb  Northwestern  Inbiaka  Conferknce  shall  embrace  all  of 
Northwestern  Indiana,  bounded  north  by  the  State  and  Lake  of  Michigan, 
east  by  the  Michigan  Road  and  St.  Joseph  River,  south  by  Indiana  Con- 
ference, and  west  by  the  State  of  Illinois,  also  the  city  of  Terre  Haute, 
with  so  much  of  the  eity  of  Indianapolis  within  the  Donation  as  lies 
north  of  Market-street  and  west  of  Meridian-street,  with  all  towns  on  the 
Michigan  Road,  except  Logansport 

26.  Thb  North  Indiana  Conference  shall  include  all  of  Northeast- 
em  Indiana,  bounded  north  by  Michigan,  east  by  Ohio,  including  Union 
City,  south  by  the  National  Road,  and  west  by  the  Michigan  Road  as 
far  north  as  South  Bend,  thence  down  St  Joseph  River  to  uie  Michigan 
State  line,  also  the  town  of  Logansport,  all  towns  on  the  National  Road 
east  of  Indianapolis,  and  so  much  of  the  city  of  Indianapolis  within  the 
Donation  as  lies  north  of  Market-street  and  east  of  Meridian-street 

27.  The  Southeastern  Indiana  Conference  shall  include  all  of 
Southeastern  Indiana,  bounded  north  by  the  National  Road,  east  by 
Ohio,  south  by  the  Ohio  River,  and  west  by  the  Indiana  Conference; 
so  much  of  the  city  of  Indianapolis  within  the  Donation  as  lies  south  of 
Market-street  and  east  of  Meridian-street,  and  all  the  towns  and  societies 
on  the  line  between  Indiana  and  Southeastern  Indiana  Conferences. 

28.  The  Rock  River  Conference  shall  embrace  all  the  north  part 
of  the  State  of  Illinois  north  of  the  north  line  of  the  Peoria  Conference,  so 
as  to  include  the  city  of  Peru,  and  excepting  that  portion  of  Spring  Grove 
Circuit  lying  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

29.  The  Peoria  Conference  shall  embrace  all  that  part  of  the  State 
of  Illinois  north  of  the  north  line  of  the  Illinois  Conference,  and  south  of 
the  following  line,  namely :  Be^nning  on  the  Missisnppi  River  at  Rock 
Island,  thence  with  the  Rock  Island  and  Chicago  Railroad  to  Lasell, 
thence  with  the  Illinois  River  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kankakee  River,  thence 
with  the  Kankakee  River  to  the  Indiana  State  line,  so  as  to  embrace 
Rock  Island  City,  Moline  and  Port  Byron  Circuits,  and  Lasell  Station. 

30.  The  Wisconsin  Conference  shall  include  all  that  portion  of  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  which  is  not  included  in  the  Minnesota  and  West  Wis- 
consin Conferences. 

31.  The  West  Wisconsin  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  which  lies  south  and  east  of  the  Minnesota  Conference, 
and  west  of  a  line  beginning  on  the  south  line  of  the  State  of  Illinois  at 
the  southeast  comer  of  Green  county,  and  running  north  on  the  Range 
line  to  the  north  line  of  Town  Twenty,  (20,)  thence  west  on  the  north  line 
of  Town  Twenty  to  the  fourth  principal  meridian,  and  thence  north  on 
said  meridian  to  the  line  of  Minnesota  Conference,  with  the  addition  of 
that  portion  of  Spring  Grove  Circuit  which  lies  within  the  State  of  Illinois, 

32.  The  Minnesota  Conference  shall  include  the  Minnesota  Territory, 
and  that  part  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  which  lies  north  and  west  of  a 
line  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Black  River,  and  runm'ng  up  said  river  to 
the  mouth  of  Beaver  Creek,  up  said  creek  to  its  source,  thence  by  th« 
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dividing  ridge  between  the  waters  of  Black  and  Trenopellan  Rivers  to  &e 
line  between  Towns  Twenty-three  and  Twenty-four,  thence  east  along  said 
line  to  the  fourth  principal  meridian,  and  thence  north  on  said  meridian 
line  to  Lake  Superior. 

33.  The  Iowa  Gonfbrenoe  shall  embrace  all  that  part  of  the  State 
of  Iowa  lying  south  of  a  line  commencing  at  Davenport,  on  the  Missis- 
sippi River,  and  running  on  the  line  of  railway  to  Iowa  city,  thence  up 
the  Iowa  River  to  the  comer  of  Iowa,  Benton,  Tauca,  and  Poweshiek 
counties,  thence  due  west  to  the  Missouri  River,  leaving  Davenport  and 
Iowa  city  in  the  Upper  Iowa  Conference,  and  the  intermediate  towns  on 
the  line  in  the  Iowa  Conference. 

34.  The  Upper  Iowa  Conference  shall  embrace  all  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Iowa  not  embraced  in  the  Iowa  Conference. 

35.  The  Kansas  and  Nebraska  Conference  shall  embrace  the 
Kansas  and  Nebraska  Territories,  and  also  that  part  of  the  territories  of 
New  Mexico  and  Utah  lying  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

36.  The  Illinois  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  Illinois  not 
included  in  the  Southern  Illinois  Conference,  south  of  the  following  line^ 
namely  :  Beginning  at  Warsaw  on  the  Mississippi  River,  thence  to  Ver- 
mont, thence  to  the  mouth  of  Spoon  River,  thence  up  the  Illinois  River 
to  the  northwest  corner  of  Mason  County,  thence  to  the  northeast  cor- 
ner of  said  county,  thence  to  the  junction  of  the  Central,  and  Alton,  and 
Chicago  Railroad,  leaving  Macanaw  Circuit  in  the  Peoria  Conference, 
thence  to  the  southwest  comer  of  Iroquois  County,  thence  east  to  the  In- 
diana State  line. 

37.  The  Southern  Illinois  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part 
of  the  State  of  Illinois  south  of  the  following  line :  Beginning  at  Gilead 
on  the  Mississippi  River  in  Calhoun  County,  thence  to  tibe  northwest  cor- 
ner of  Jersey  County,  thence  to  the  northeast  corner  of  said  county,  thence 
to  Honey  Point,  thence  to  Hillsborough,  leaving  Hillsborough  Station  in  the 
Illinois  Conference,  thence  east  through  Fayette  and  Effingham  Counties 
to  the  northwest  corner  of  Jasper  County,  thence  with  the  north  line  of 
Jasper  and  Crawford  Counties  to  the  Wabash  River. 

38.  The  Missouri  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Missouri, 
except  that  part  lying  south  of  the  Osage  River,  and  west  of  Miller,  Pa- 
laski,  and  Ashley  Counties. 

39.  The  Arkansas  Conference  shall  include  the  States  of  Arkansas 
and  Texas,  and  so  much  of  the  State  of  Missouri  as  is  not  included  in 
the  Missouri  Conference. 

40.  The  Baltimore  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part  of  Virginia 
not  embraced  in  the  Western  Virginia,  Pittsburgh,  and  Philadelphia 
Conferences,  and  which  is  bounded  by  a  line  commencing  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Rappahannock  River,  running  with  said  river  to  the  head  watere 
thereof,  (including  Fredericksburg,)  thence  by  the  Blue  Ridge  to  New 
River,  taking  in  Floyd  Circuit,  thence  by  New  River  to  the  boundary  of 
the  Western  Virginia  Conference,  and  the  western  shore  of  Maryland, 
except  a  small  portion  included  in  the  Western  Virginia  Conference,  and 
that  part  of  Pennsylvania  lying  east  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  and 
we^^t  of  the  Susquehanna  River,  including  Huntington  and  Northumber- 
land Districts. 
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41.  The  Priladxlfhia  Oontsrxkoe  shall  include  the  eastern  shofe 
of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  the  State  of  Delaware,  and  all  that  part  of 
Pennsjlyania  lying  between  the  Susquehanna  and  Delaware  Rivers,  ex- 
cept 80  much  as  is  included  in  Baltimore,  Wyoming,  and  Newark  Con- 
ferences, including  Naglesville,  in  Philadelphia  Conference. 

42.  The  New-Jerset  Conference  shaU  include  that  part  of  the  State 
of  New-Jersey  lying  south  of  the  following  line,  namely :  Beginning  with 
Raritan  Bay,  and  running  up  said  bay  and  river  to  New-Brunswick, 
thence  along  the  turnpike  road  in  a  direct  line  to  Lambertville  on  the 
Delaware  River,  induaing  the  city  of  New-Brunswick  and  Lambertville 
Station. 

43.  The  Newark  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part  of  the  State 
of  New-Jersey  not  included  in  the  New-Jersey  Conference,  Staten  Island, 
and  so  much  of  the  States  of  New- York  and  Pennsylvania  as  is  now  in- 
cluded in  the  Paterson  and  Newton  Districts. 

44.  The  Oregon  Conference  shall  embrace  the  Territories  of  Oregon 
and  Washington. 

45.  The  California  Conference  shall  embrace  the  State  of  Califor- 
nia, the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  so  much  of  the  Territories  of  New-Mexico 
and  Utah  as  lies  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

46.  The  Liberia  Conference.— There  shall  be  an  Annual  Conference 
on  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  to  be  denominated  the  Liberia  Mission 
Annttal  Conference^  possessing  all  the  rights,  powers,  and  privileges  c^ 
other  Annual  Conferences,  except  that  of  sending  delegates  to  the  General 
Conference,  and  of  drawing  its  annual  dividend  from  the  avails  of  the 
Book  Concern  and  of  the  Charter  Fund. 

47.  The  German  Conference. — There  shall  be  an  Annual  Conference 
in  Germany,  to  be  denominated  The  German  Mission  Annual  Conference^ 
embracing  also  the  missions  in  France  and  Switzerland  where  the  German 
language  is  spoken ;  which  Conference  shall  possess  all  the  rights,  powers, 
and  privileges  of  other  Annual  Conferences,  except  that  of  sending  dele- 
gates to  the  General  Conference,  and  of  drawing  its  annual  dividends 
from  the  avails  of  the  Book  Concern  and  of  the  Charter  Fund. 


GERMAN  WORK. 

1.  The  Cincinnati  and  Ohio  Districts  are  connected  with  the  Cincinnati 
Conference. 

2.  The  North  Ohio  and  Michigan  Districts  are  connected  with  the 
North  Ohio  Conference. 

3.  The  German  work  now  connected  with  the  Southeastern  Indiana 
Conference  shall  remain  connected  with  that  Conference. 

4.  All  the  German  Missions  north  of  the  42d  parallel  of  latitude,  in 
the  State  of  Iowa,  with  Galena  Station,  and  Freeport  Mission  in  Illinois ; 
also  all  the  western  part  of  the  State  of  Wisconsm,  not  now  included  in 
the  Wisconsin  German  District,  with  Minnesota,  shall  belong  to  the 
Upper  Iowa  Conference. 

5.  The  A^sconsin  and  Chicago  German  Districts  as  they  now  are,  with 
the  exception  of  Freeport  Mission ;  also  all  the  German  Missions  in  Iowa 
south  of  the  forty-second  parallel  of  latitude,  including  Burlington  Station 
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and  Fannhigicm  and  Desmoines  Mtssioitt,  from  Qoincj  INstriet,  Bfinob 
Conferenoe,  shall  belong  to  the  Rock  Rirer  Conferenoe. 

6.  The  Mittoari  and  Qoincjr  Districts,  except  so  mnch  as  lies  m  Iowa, 
and  so  much  of  BellviDe  District  as  lies  in  the  bounds  of  the  Dfinois  Con- 
ference, shall  belong  to  the  Illinois  Conference. 

7.  The  St  Lonis  District  and  so  mach  of  the  BeQ^ille  District  as  is  in 
the  Sonthem  Illinois  Conference,  shall  bdong  to  the  Sonthem  Dlmoia 
Conference. 

8.  The  (German  ^fissions  in  the  East  shall  remain  in  connection  with 
the  New-Yoric  Conference. 

9.  The  German  Missions  in  California  are  to  belong  to  the  Califernia 
Conference. 

The  committee  present  the  followmg  resolutions  for  adoption  bj  this 
Conference : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  6ish(n>  presiding  at  the  next  session  of  the  New- 
Hampshire  and  Vermont  Conferences,  respectively,  be  reqnested  to  pre- 
sent the  question  of  a  re-nnion  of  these  two  Conferences  for  the  action  of 
each ;  and  if  a  m^ority  of  each  of  them  shall  so  determine,  the  two  Con- 
ferences shall  thereafter  be  one,  under  the  name  of  the  New-Hampshire 
Conference : 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  consent  that  the  New-Jersey 
and  Newark  Conferences  shall  hold  their  next  session  together,  according 
to  their  reauest 

8.  Resolved,  That  we  deem  it  inexpedient  to  publish  a  map  of  our 
several  Conference  territories. 

4.  Resolved,  That  Orange  Chapel  be  transferred  from  die  Delaware 
Conference,  and  be  attached  to  Cincinnati  Conference,  and  that  Plattville 
be  transferred  from  the  Cincinnati  Conference  and  be  attached  to  the 
Delaware  Conference. 


cc. 

REPORT  m  THE  CASE  OF  REUBEN  ALDRIDOE. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Reuben  Aldridge,  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  memorialist  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Missouri  Annual  Conference  in  1844 ;  but  by  the  action  of 
the  General  Conference  of  that  year,  and  the  administration  which  fol- 
lowed, was  left  without  an  appointment  until  the  reorganization  of  the 
Missouri  Annual  Conference  or  1848.  By  virtue  of  a  resolution  passed 
by  the  General  Conference  of  1848,  the  memorialist  was  allowed,  by 
the  Illinois  and  Missouri  Annual  Conferences,  which  held  their  session 
together  in  1849,  the  suiA  of  one  hundred  dollars ;  he  having  been  em- 
ployed, during  the  interval,  in  missionary  labors.  The  aforesaid  Illinois 
and  Missouri  Conferences  authorized  their  Committee  on  Missions  to 

f)resent  the  above  claim  to  the  Parent  Board  of  Missions  at  New- York 
or  liquidation,  which  amount  the  memorialist  avers  has  never  been  paid ; 


sobjecting  him  to  inconyenieiice  and  embarrassment.  The  committee,  in 
Tiew  of  Uiese  facts,  recommend  for  adopti<m  the  following  resolution, 
▼is.: 

JUwlved  by  the  General  Conference  in  conference  assembled.  That 
we  recommend  to  the  Parent  Board  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to  pay  to  the  order  of  Reuben  Aldrid^e 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  ($100,)  with  interest  from  the  time  said 
claim  was  allowed,  to  wit,  the  month  of  October,  1849. 


DD. 

BEPORT  REUTINO  TO  JOURNALS  OF  ANNUAL  CONFERENCES. 

Thb  Committee  on  Itinerancy  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  exam- 
ined the  Journals  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  with  care.  Some 
of  those  Journals  are  kept  with  neatness  and  precision ;  in  others  there 
were  discovered  blemishes  and  inaccuracies  which  require  to  be  correct- 
ed, viz. : 

First,  In  some  cases  the  Journals  are  not  paged. 

Second.  In  one  mstance  the  Journal  does  not  state  who  presided  during 
most  of  the  sessions  of  the  Conference ;  nor  is  there  any  statement  that 
the  Conference  closed  with  religious  services. 

In  the  proceeding  of  the  last  two  years,  there  are  no  tables  to  mdicate 
the  numbers  in  society,  dec.,  nor  any  reference  to  any  such  statistics. 

Third,  The  marginal  notes  and  references  are  omitted  in  one  of  the 
Journals. 

Fourth,  On  one  occasion  the  Journal  closes  without  showing  that  the 
minutes  of  the  preceding  session  were  read  and  approved  ;  nor  do  they 
make  any  allusion  to  the  appcnntments  of  the  preachers,  as  being  read 
out  in  the  usual  way. 

Fifth,  One  of  the  Journals  presents  blots,  verbal  inaccuracies,  and  the 
absence  of  figures  indicating  dates  and  pages. 

Sixth,  There  is  a  failure  m  some  of  the  Journals  to  make  proper  ref- 
erence to  papers,  in  cases  of  trial,  so  as  to  idendfy  them. 

Seventh.  We  record,  as  exceptionable,  the  case  of  a  local  elder  who 
was  received  as  such  into  our  Church  without  taking  upon  him  our  ordi* 
nation  vows. 

We  conclude  by  recommending  for  adoption  the  following  resolutions, 
vis.: 

1.  RBiolved  by  the  General  Conference  m  conference  assembled.  Thai 
the  statistics  of  the  Conference  should  be  entered  (m  the  Conference 
Journals. 

2.  JRe9olv€d,  That  the  Secretaries  of  the  several  Annual  Confer- 
ences be  mstruoted  to  observe  greater  precision  in  referring  to  papers, 
documents,  charges,  testimony,  £c.,  so  that  they  may  be  certainly  ident- 
ified. 
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EE. 

ADDRESS  ON  HISSI09S. 

Ths  General  Conference  to  the  Pastors  and  People  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church: 

Dbar  Brethrek  :  We  wish  to  appeal  to  you  in  behalf  of  the  missionary 
cause;  and  we  do  this  the  more  earnestly  because  the  missionaiy 
treasury  is  deeply  in  debt.  Next  to  the  regular  pastoral  work,  we 
regard  the  missionary  cause  as  by  far  the  most  important  interest  com- 
nutted  to  the  Church.  Indeed,  it  participates  du^ctly  and  lar^ly  in 
the  essential  work  of  the  ministry,  whose  chief  duty  is  to  preach  the  uospel 
to  every  creature  under  heaven.  The  missionary  cause  is  intended  to 
«d  the  ministry  to  do  this  great  work,  under  the  proper  authority  and 
direction  of  the  Church,  by  calling  forth  from  her  bosom  the  men  whom 
God  hath  chosen  to  execute  this  great  commission,  and  by  providing  the 
means  necessary  to  sustain  them  in  their  work.  This  is  the  high  and 
Divine  end  which  the  missionary  cause  purposes  to  accomplish.  We 
commend  it,  dear  brethren,  to  your  careful  consideration  in  the  sight  of 
God.  We  believe  you  will  regard  it  as  the  most  important  enterprise 
which  God  hath  led  the  Church  to  propose  for  the  accomplishment  of  her 
great  commission,  which  is  expressed  in  these  words,  "  Go  ye  into  all 
the  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creatxire.*'  You  will  not  let 
temporary  embarrassments,  or  pressing  demands  for  other  purposes, 
interfere  with  your  steady  and  liberal  support  of  this  great  essential 
cause. 

But  in  order  to  execute  this  great  enterprise  wisely  and  successfully, 
the  Church  must  act  as  a  body,  under  some  general  organization,  and 
not  as  local  Churches,  or  voluntary  societies.  This  is  the  judgment  of 
the  Church  as  expressed  in  her  book  of  Discipline,  in  the  chapter  "  On 
the  Support  of  Missions.''  We  earnestly  advise  and  enjoin  that  this 
judgment  be  seriously  and  universally  respected,  and  that  the  provisions 
in  the  Discipline  be  prudently  applied  unul  all  the  people  are  trained  to 
this  great  work.  We  will  assign  some  reasons  to  induce  you,  dear 
brethren,  to  take  these  our  well-considered  instructions. 

1.  The  provisions  m  the  Discipline,  during  four  years'  experience^ 
have  been  found,  whenever  prudently  and  faithfully  applied,  to 
have  greatly  advanced  the  missionary  spirit  and  the  piety  of  the 
Church,  and  to  have  increased  the  missionary  contributions  from 
twenty-five  to  a  hundred  per  cent.,  and  even  more. 

2.  These  provisions  call  into  action  a  large  number  of  the  laity,  both 
old  and  young,  under  the  direction  of  a  judicious  committee,  of  which 
the  pastor  is  chairman. 

3.  The  whole  enterprise  is  carried  on  at  an  expense,  for  adnumstra^ 
Hon,  of  not  exceeding  two  per  cent,  on  the  whole  amount  of  missionary 
appropriations.  We  thmk  this  is  unexampled  in  the  history  of  benevo- 
lent enterprises,  and  it  is  a  weighty  reason  why  you  should  give  your 
cordial  support  to  the  cause ;  as  m  you  contribute  goes  directly  to  % 
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Tntb  the  trifling  deduction  just  named.  This  very  small  expense  is  ow- 
ing to  the  fact  that  no  agents  are  employed  abroad  in  the  Churches  and 
congregations ;  but  the  work  is  clone  by  the  pastors  and  their  people 
severally ;  and  they  do  it  cheerfully,  not  only  because  it  is  enjoined  by 
the  Piscipline,  but  chiefly  because  it  is  properly  and  legitimately  the 
work  of  the  pastor  and  the  Church  of  which  God  hath  made  him  the 
overseer.     ' 

4.  Because  the  appropriation  of  the  funds  and  the  appomtment  of  the 
missionaries  are  made  in  a  way  to  command  the  confidence  of  the  whole 
Church.  The  funds  are  appropriated  by  a  general  Missionary  Com- 
mittee, convened  once  a  year  from  all  parts  of  the  Church,  from  Maine 
to  Missouri,  in  concurrence  with  the  bishops  and  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Missionary  Society.  By  this  joint  action  the  appropriations  are 
made  to  the  foreign  missions  generally,  and  to  each  annual  conference. 
Each  conference  distributes  its  own  funds  among  its  own  domestic  mis- 
sions, according  to  its  judgment.  The  appointment  of  the  missionaries, 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  is  made  by  the  bishops,  without  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Board  of  Managers  at  New- York.  The  bishops  know 
the  men.  Thus  you  will  see,  the  spiritual  administration  of  the  missions 
is  entirely  distinct  from  their  financial  affairs.  The  bishops,  aided  by 
thar  proper  advisers,  appoint  the  missionaries,  and  look  to  the  Mission- 
ary Society  to  provide  the  funds.  The  Missionary  Society  looks  to  the 
Church,  from  whence  alone  the  funds  can  be  obtained.  Just  in  propor- 
tion as '  the  Church  falls  short  in  supplying  the  necessary  funds,  will 
the  spiritual  work,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  proper  Church  authori- 
ties, be  curtailed.  But  we  trust  in  God  that  np  part  of  the  Church  will 
be  delmqnent  in  this  matter.  How  simple,  how  beautiful,  how  economi- 
cal, is  our  missionaiy  system !  How  great  and  glorious  the  end  which 
it  proposes  I  an  end  in  regard  to  which  i^ll  are  agreed,  and  to  accom- 
plish which  every  one  should  regularly  and  faithfully  do  his  part. 

But  while  we  thus  commend  the  missionary  cause  to  your  constant 
and  liberal  support,  and  while  we  say  that  our  hearts  have  been  glad 
at  remembering  that  it  has  advanced  steadily  for  years  past,  in  all  parts 
of  the  Church,  we  are  obliged  to  confess  to  some  apprehension  in  regard 
to  the  future.  This  apprehension  is  a  feeling  rather  than  a  matter  to  be 
clearly  stated;  and  it  is  possible  that  it  is  not  well  founded.  The 
apprehension  has  respnect  to  the  supply  both  of  missionaries  and  money, 
we  look  to  God  to  raise  up  the  men,  while  the  proper  authorities  of  the 
Church  shall  take  due  care  to  recc^nize  them,  and,  if  necessary,  prepare 
them  somewhat  for  their  great  work ;  and  we  look  to  you,  dear  brethren^ 
for  the  money  necessary  to  sustain  the  men  whom  God  shall  call  to  this 
work. 

As  we  have  expressed  some  apprehension  in  regard  to  the  regular 
and  sufficient  supply  of  funds,  we  think  it  proper  to  indicate  one  or  two 
of  the  causes  which  we  think  may  be  now  mterfering,  and  may  interfere 
still  more  hereafter,  with  the  supply  of  funds  to  the  missionary 
treasury.  We  have  learned  with  regret  and  serious  apprehension  that 
voluntary  missionary  societies  are  mmtiplving  in  our  Churches,  which 
societies  not  only  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  to  dispose  of  a  part 
or  the  whole  of  the  funds  which  they  raise  for  missionary  purposes,  but 
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tbat  they  do  aotuany  so  dispose  of  them  independently,  and  withoni 
the  knowledge  of  the  missionaiy  authorities  of  the  Church,  acconting 
to  the  Disoipliae.  To  such  an  extent  is  this  carried,  that  the  Minutes 
of  some  conferences  will  show  that  some  Churches  have  contrihuted 
some  hundreds  of  dollars,  not  twenty-five  per  cent  of  which  has  reached 
the  missionary  treasury  of  the  Church,  the  remainder  having  been  dis* 
posed  of  by  these  local  voluntary  missionary  societies  of  which  we  speaL 
These  missionary  societies  are,  frequently,  the  only  active  missionary 
oiganizations  in  their  respective  Churches ;  and  they  apply  to  the  con* 
gregations,  and  obtain  contributions  on  the  credit  of  the  general  mission- 
ary cause,  which  contributions  we  judge  and  advise  should  be  paid  into 
the  treasury  of  the  Parent  Missionary  Society,  through  the  missionary 
treasuries  of  their  respective  Churches,  to  whose  missionary  interests 
these  voluntary  missionary  societies  should  be  auxiliary.  This  is  the 
true  relation  of  such  voluntary  missionary  associations  to  the  Church 
and  the  missionary  cause ;  and  in  this  relation  they  would  be  of  great 
service,  especially  as  Sunday-School  and  Juvenile  Missionary  Societies. 

We  further  judge  and  enjoin  that  each  Church,  aided  by  its  own  pre- 
siding elder  and  pastor,  take  care  that  the  provisions  of  the  Discipline 
for  the  support  of  missions  be  carried  out,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  among 
them  severally ;  and  that  the  funds  so  raised  be  paid  into  the  treasury 
of  the  Parent  Society,  Uirough  their  own  conference  treasury.  We  do 
not,  by  what  we  have  advised  and  enj<Hned  above,  object  to  the  formaticHi 
of  voluntary  missionary  societies  for  specific  purposesf  which  are  of  a 
local  character,  and  to  which  individuals  and  Churches  will  contribute 
as  they  may  judge  proper,  when  the  specific  object  of  such  contributions 
is  presented  to  them.  But  we  do  enjoin  that  all  funds  contributed  for 
the  general  missionary  interests  of  the  Church,  shall  be  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Parent  Society,  as  directed  above.  We  are  of  opinion 
that  the  failure  to  do  this  is  one  principal  cause  of  the  decrease 
in  the  missionary  contributions  of  the  Church  to  the  general  treasury 
during  the  last  two  years;  and  it  is  still  a  cause  of  serious  ap- 
prehension with  regard  to  the  future  steady  supply  of  funds.  We 
are  satisfied  that  the  Churches  in  which  these  independent  missionary 
societies  have  been  formed,  and  also  the  societies  themselves,  have  not 
been  aware  of  the  serious  embarrassment  which  their  policy  produces. 
As  true  friends  of  the  missionary  cause,  we  ask  iheir  attention  to  it 
Their  example,  if  they  continue  their  policy,  may  be  followed  by  other 
Churches,  until,  in  self-defense,  it  may  become  general,  and  our  whi^ 
missionary  system  be  materially  weakened,  and  our  missionary  work 
curtailed. 

We  might  allude  to  the  seeming  withdrawal  of  the  attention  of  the 
Church  from  the  missionary  cause,  by  the  mtense  excitement  which  has 
recently  prevailed  in  the  Church  on  side  issues  or  secondary  questiooi. 
We  trust  that  the  discussions  at  this  General  Conference  may  abate  this 
intense  excitement,  and  allow  the  spirit  and  action  of  the  Church  to  flow 
again  smoothly  and  strongly  in  their  proper  and  legitimate  channels. 
Particularly  do  we  hope  and  believe  that  this  wm  be  the  case  as 
it  regards  the  misssionary  cause,  which  seeks  to  aid  the  living 
aunistry  to  "  go  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every 
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oreatore/'  Wliatever  may  be  our  diflferences  of  opinion  on  other 
questions,  we  do  nol  disagree  on  this  point.  The  holy  missionary 
cause,  we  believe,  is  above  all  subordinate  or  secondary  interests  and 
plans,  and  finds  the  first  and  warmest  place  m  the  hearts  of  the 
people. 

In  conclusion,  allow,  us  to  say,  our  honor,  as  well  as  our  duty  as  a 
Church,  is  involved  in  our  missionary  cause.  Our  sister  Churches  and 
the  world  are  looking  to  us,  and  inviting  and  expecting  us  to  take  that 
place  in  the  great  missionary  movement  of  Protestant  Christendom,  to 
which  our  numbers,  our  wealth,  our  rapid  rise  and  past  enei^etic  action 
point  us.  Shall  we  fail  of  this  just  expectation  ?  If  our  missionary  ays- 
tern  is  executed  according  to  the  enlarged  plan  indicated  by  the  action 
of  this  General  Conference,  it  will  become  the  bond  of  union  to  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  in  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and  America.  And  we 
see  not  why  it  may  not  become  the  common  bond  of  union  of  the  whole 
family  of  legitimate  Methodism  throughout  the  world,  by  which  each  part 
will  help  the  other,  as  need  may  be.  We  ask  you,  dear  brethren,  not 
to  let  the  temporary  inconveniences  to  yourselves,  nor  the  demands  of 
other  interests,  interfere  with  your  contributions  to  the  missionary  cause ; 
but  remember  that  our  work  is  laid  out;  the  missionaries  are  in  the 
field,  and  others  are  called  for ;  the  drafts  of  the  bishops  are  drawn 
against  the  appropriations  authorised,  and  they  must  not  be  protested. 
W  ill  you  protect  them  ? 

Further,  and  finally,  dear  brethren,  we  ask  you  to  think  of  the  grandeur 
and  glory  of  this  missionary  work,  and  let  it  have  a  place  in  your  hearts 
and  in  all  your  pUins.  In  your  last  wills  and  testaments  let  it  be  one  of 
your  heirs  for  Cnrist's  sake^  who  has  left  it  to  us  as  a  legacy  in  hit  last 
will  and  testament 


FP. 

REPOBT  ON  MY  DELEGATION. 

Thk  committee  to  whom  wiia  referred  the  papers  relating  to  Lay  Dele* 
gfttion,  beg  leave  to  report : 

These  papers  consist,  first,  of  a  communication,  signed  by  sixty-seven 
laymen  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia ;  second,  a  duplicate  of  the  above  from 
the  same  place,  signed  by  fifty-«ix,  making  one  hundred  and  twenty-three 
signatures  to  both  papers ;  third,  a  memorial  from  the  city  of  Buffalo,  N.  T., 
signed  by  seventy  laymen  and  six  preachers ;  fourth,  a  communication 
from  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  signed  by  the  P^siding  Elder  of  the  Geneva  District, 
the  preacher  stationed  in  Geneva,  and  sixteen  official  members  of  the 
Church  in  the  same  place;  fifth,  resolutions  passed  by  the  Pittafield  Quar- 
terly Conference  in  the  Troy  Annual  Conference ;  sixth,  resolutions  passed 
by  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  New- York  Mills  Station,  Oneida  Annual 
Conference;  seventh,  a  petition  from  two  membere  of  Christ  Church, 
Pittsburgh ;  eighth,  one  from  thirty-one  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in  Ovid,  East  Genesee  Conference,  N.  Y. ;  ninth,  one  from  ten 
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iiMflabera  in  the  Eljria  Station,  North  Ohio  Conferenoe ;  and  also  two  com- 
ilinnieationB  from  Edgar  Conlding,  a  member  of  Union  Chapel,  Cincinnati. 
Your  committee  have  read  all  these  papers,  and  carefully  considered 
the  8i^;ge8tions  they  contain*  The  firot  two  papers  do  not  purport  to  be 
a  "petition,"  but  a  statement  of  their  "sentiments,"  by  respected  and 
honored  brethren,  in  relation  to  Lay  Delegation  in  the  GeMral  Confermee. 
The  third  corroborates  the  statements  of  the  above,  and  asks  for  the  same 
changes.  The  fourth  paper  asks  that  provision  may  be  made  in  the 
Discipline  for  a  "  Lay  Representation  "  in  our  Annual  Conferences.  The 
fifth  asks  the  General  Conference  "  to  so  alter  the  General  Rules  as  to  admit 
of  Lay  Delegation  in  that  body,  and  also  that  of  the  Annual  Conferences." 
The  skth  reqaests  that  the  Discipline  be  eo  amended  that  the  General  and 
Annual  Conrerenoes  shall  be  oompoeed  of  as  many  lay  del^^ates  as  clergy. 
The  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  petition,  also,  for  Lay  Delegation  in  boUi 
the  General  and  Annual  Conferences.  The  last  two  communications  pray 
for  sundry  modifications  in  our  economy ;  and  also  for  the  General  Con- 
ference "  to  provide  for  lay  representatives  equal  in  number  to  the  delegates 
in  the  General  Conference,  the  membership  in  the  bounds  of  each  Annual 
Conference  to  elect  their  representatives ;  and  that  the  General  Conference 
adjourn  for  one  year,  when  the  lay  representatives  should  unite,  at  whidi 
time  the  secular  matters  of  the  Churdi  shall  be  acted  on." 

Your  committee  entered  upon  the  matter  before  them  with  a  sincere 
desire  to  ascertain  what  is  the  mind  of  the  Church  upon  the  subject,  and 
what  will  contribute  most  to  its  efficiency  and  success.  No  motives  of 
personal  interiest,  they  trust,  have  influenced  them ;  nor  have  they  been 
miluenced  by  any  want  of  consideration  for  the  character  and  rights  of  the 
laity.  The  assumption  that  the  lay  element  foils  of  recognition  in  onr 
ecclesiastical  economy,  or  that  there  is  any  lack  of  cooperation  between 
the  ministry  and  the  laity  in  carrying  forward  the  great  work  of  the 
Churdb,  finds  no  warrant  in  our  experience  as  ministers,  nor  in  our  history 
as  a  Church.  Yet  your  committee  are  free  to  say,  that  could  they  see 
any  method  by  which  the  element  of  lay  influence  could  be  brought  into 
a  wider  and  more  active  sphere,  without  destroying  the  harmony  of  our 
organization,  and  thus  periling  its  stability  and  efficiency,  we  would  most 
cheerfully  and  heartily  recommend  such  method  for  your  adoption.  We 
are  happy  to  learn  that  some  of  our  Annual  Conferences  have  already, 

:tinder  existing  provisions  of  the  Discipline,  associated  with  themselves 
Lay  Stewards,  who  act  as  counselorB,  and  participate  in  discussions  upon 
the  financial  and  temporal  interests  of  the  Church.  Sufficient  time  has  not 
yet  elapsed  to  determine  the  jH'aetioal  worldi^  of  this  system,  nor  yet  the 
ieeults  to  which  it  will  finally  lead ;  but  your  committee  believe  the  sub- 
ject is  worthy  <^  the  favorable  consideration  of  all  our  Annual  Conferences 
Again,  your  committee  have  not  sufficient  evidence  that  the 
change  desired  by  your  memorialists,  is  demanded  by  the  membership 

'  of  the  Chuidi,  nor,  indeed,  by  any  considerable  portion  of  them,  to  wanant 
present  action.    In  fact,  they  are  convinced  that  though  some  wise  and 

/good  men  desire  the  proposed  change,  the  great  body  of  the  Church  do 
not  desire  it  The  sub^t  has  been  diseased  repeatedly  in  difiereut 
periods  of  onr  history ;  it  was  la^y  disi^ussed  four  years  since,  and  the 
attention  of  our  entire  memb^ship  was  called  to  the  subject  by  drculani 
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B6W8paper  discuwionB,  and  resolutioiiB  passed  by  oottventioQs. 
then  the  matter  haa  died  away ;  and  the  general  judgment  of  the  Ohun^ 
10  far  as  we  have  the  means  of  ascertaining  it,  has  settled  down  in  the 
conviction  that  such  a  change  in  our  economy  is  not  desirable,  or  at  least 
not  pra(*ticable  under  the  circumstances. 

For  these  reasons,  and  many  more,  which  we  find  it  impossible  to 
embody  in  a  brief  report,  we  are  brought  to  the  condosion  that  the 
change  in  our  economy  desired  by  your  memorialists,  is  demanded  neither 
by  rhe  exigences  of  the  case,  norby  the  voice  of  the  Church ;  and,  thsM- 
fore,  we  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved^  Thni  any  change  in  onr  economy  ralating  to  the  ecnstitutiOB 
of  our  Geneml  and  Annual  Conferences  isinexpedi^t  at  the  present  those. 


REPORT  RELATING  TO  A  REVISION  OF  THE  RITUALS  OF  THE 

CHURCH. 

The  Committee  on  Revision  of  Discipline,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorials  and  resolutions  asking  for  a  revision  of  the  riiuals  of  our 
Church,  having  maturely  considered  the  subject,  b^  leave  to  report : 

Thst  they  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  to  be  attached  to 
the  ritual  forms  of  the  Christian  Cbmrch,  in  order  to  the  decency,  order, 
and  solemnity  of  her  various  administrations.  The  Church  has  always  had 
her  forms,  nor  is  it  possible,  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  ordinances  should 
be  duly  administered  and  religious  worship  soleronifeed  without  Ibnil. 
But  that  form  should  be  simple,  natural,  and  appropnate,  adapted  to  con* 
vey  the  meaning  and  moral  of  the  administration,  suffgeeting  to  the  d^ 
vout  worshiper  those  sentiments  and  feelings  which  the  particukr  occa- 
sion was  originally  intended  to  inspire.  We  believe  with  6t  Chrysostom, 
that  as  God  has  made  man  not  an  incorporeal  being,  but  with  a  material 
body,  so  he  has  delivered  unto  us  his  truth,  not  in  a  sphitual  and  ab- 
stract manner,  but  clothed  in  a  visible  form  of  words  and  symbols.  The 
Church,  like  a  living  plant,  as  it  develops  and  enlarges  takes  on,  by  a 
natural  law  of  fitness,  just  so  much  of  external  form  and  organism  aa  ia 
necessary  to  g^ve  freedom  and  scope  to  Uie  operation  of  the  principle  of 
life  within  it,  and  which  in  its  turn  also  may  afford  protection  and  nourisii- 
ment  to  that  fountain  of  vitality.  But  if  the  external  oi^ganism  and 
form  do  not  naturally  grow  out  of  the  principle  of  life,  and  do  not  naturally 
nourish  and  protect  that  life,  they  are  only  a  disease  and  a  burden.  And 
this  analogy  is  corroborated  by  all  the  past  history  of  the  Churdi  of 
Christ 

l^e  rituals  of  our  Church  relate  to  the  baptism  of  infimta  and  adultly 
the  Lord^s  Supper,  the  ordination  of  bishops,  elders,  and  deacons,  tbe 
Bolemnication  of  matrimony,  and  the  burial  <^  the  dead.  Two  prindpal 
defects  attach  to  them:  flret|  in  several  instances   their  sirai^ioitj  ia 
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impaired  by  a  dunbroua  amount  of  uimeoessaiy  Terbiage ;  and,  aecondlj, 
their  pertinency  and  salutary  influence  are  in  a  mudi  more  serious  de- 
gree aflbcted  by  the  declaration  of  sentiments,  which  are  not  only  irrelr 
evant  to  the  occasion,  but  in  some  instances  adverse  to  the  genius  of  oui 
&ith  and  of  our  Church  polity.  Nor  is  this  matter  of  surprise  when  we 
Qonsider  that  our  denommational  and  our  Church  polity  both  were  bor- 
rowed from  the  rubrics  of  a  foreign  Church. 

Another  fact  of  great  importance  affecting  the  question  of  revision  is, 
that  the  irrelevant  sentiments  which  they  now  express  are  so  interwoven 
throughout  the  entire  texture  of  their  language  as  to  render  it  necessary 
in  many  instances  to  take  apart  its  entire  structure,  and  recast  the  sen- 
tences in  a  different  mold.  This,  we  need  not  remind  you,  is  a  veiy  del- 
icate and  difficult  work,  not  to  be  accomplished  in  a  General  Conference 
Committee  during  the  brief  and  hurried  days  of  a  session.  It  is  a  work 
for  the  private  study,  to  be  performed  only  by  long  meditation,  study,  and 
prayer,  and  to  be  finally  completed  only  by  the  most  experienced,  de- 
liberate, and  competent  counsel  of  the  Churdi. 

The  idiom  of  Uie  Prayer  Book  of  the  English  Church  is  to  be  pre- 
served ;  it  is  the  idiom  of  our  English  Bible,  sanctified  in  the  hearts  and 
memories  o£  the  great  Saxon  &mily,  and  with  the  history  of  that  Prayer 
Book,  and  the  venerable  forms  of  the  old  and  half-obsolete  English,  the 
mind  of  the  revisers  must  be  thoroughly  imbued.  Then,  when  the  sen- 
timents which  are  to  be  incorporated  in  our  rituals  are  logically  and 
liuniliarly  mVutered,  they  must  be  clothed  in  the  smooth,  solemn,  and 
stately  Saxon,  and  arranged  in  an  easy,  natural  order. 

The  errors  in  our  rituals  are  greatly  mitiffated  and  neutralized  on  the 
<me  hand  by  the  softening  terms  whidi  we  have  from  time  to  time  intro- 
duced, and  on  the  other  from  important  omissions  from  the  English 
Prayer  Book.  Thsj  do  not,  therefore,  threaten  any  immediate  injoiy, 
and  with  the  modifying  sense  which  our  denominational  &ith  and  piety 
affix  to  the  language,  may  continue  safely  for  a  while  to  be  used.  But 
their  tendency  is  to  beget,  by  imperceptible  advances,  a  &ith  in  oar 
membership  contrary  to  our  standards,  and  if  suffered  to  remain  in  future 
as  now,  and  should  our  Church  ever  decline  from  her  present  spiritual 
life  and,  relapse  into  an  inert  formalism,  she  would  find  m  her  Discipline 
the  materials  to  vindicate  baptismal  regeneration,  the  apostolical  succes- 
sion of  bishops,  and  the  doctrine  of  three  priestly  orders. 

A  large  portion  of  our  ministry  and  membership  are  grieved  to  find  in 
our  most  solemn  forms  the  sanction  of  doctrines  which  neither  we  nor 
our  fathers  believe.  That  baptismal  regeneration  is  the  doctrine  of  the 
English  Praver  Book  is  constantly  admitted  and  maintained  by  the  ablest 
standard  writers  of  the  Anglican  Church ;  that  in  a  modified  form  we  have 
copied  the  Prayer  Book  in  this  respect  cannot  be  denied.  The  Church 
of  England  is  this  day  in  a  state  of  schism,  and  even  the  civil  institutioDS 
of  that  country  are  threatened,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  bv  the  contro- 
versy on  baptismal  regeneration.  What  the  final  result  will  be,  both  in 
that  country  and  our  own,  cannot  now  be  determined.  It  is  a  struggle 
between  dead  formalism  and  spiritual  life  in  the  Church.  And  can  we 
bequeath  to  the  next  generation  the  elements  of  this  sad  and  ill-&ied  con- 
Jproversy !  ^  Can  we  safely,  and  we  might  almost  ask,  innooentlyy  rataiB 
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in  oar  most  solemn  formularies,  with  which  we  wish  to  imbue  the  hdiest 
feelings  of  our  membership,  these  latent  elements  of  superstition  f  Yomr 
committee  are  frank  to  declare  that  it  is  their  conviction  that  the  fbture 
peace  and  edification  of  the  Church  require  a  revision.  In  view  of  all  the 
nets  in  the  case,  your  committee  woum  therefore  respectfully  submit  the 
following  resdutions  for  the  consideration  and  adoption  of  the  General 
Conference,  to  wit : 

1.  Resolvedy  That  a  committee  of  Jive  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to  re- 
vise the  rituals  of  our  Church. 

2.  Resolved^  That  this  committee  be  instructed  to  prepare  a  circular 
at  their  earliest  meeting,  in  which  all  the  points  involved  m  the  proposed 
revision  shall  be  stated,  and  to  send  a  copy  of  this  circular  to  each  mem- 
ber of  the  present  General  Conference,  wno  shall  consider  the  same,  and 
return  his  opinions  and  suggestions  to  the  connnittee  within  three 
months. 

8.  Reedved,  That  when  the  committee  shall  have  received  the  re* 
turned  circulars  from  the  members  of  this  Conference,  with  their  opinions 
and  suggestions  on  the  points  therein  contained,  they  shall  avail  them- 
selves of  all  the  information  thus  suggested,  and  prepare  a  revised  copy 
of  our  rituals,  which  they  shall  then  lay  before  the  bishops,  and  the 
bishops  shall  have  power  to  make  any  verbal  alterations,  and  when  the 
rituals  shall  receive  the  final  approval  of  the  bishops,  they  shall  cause  the 
same  to  be  published,  and  the  rituals  thus  revised  shall  thereafter  go  in^ 
mediately  into  use. 


HH. 

KEPORT  REUTING  TO  THE  QUARTERLY  REVIEW,  NATIONAL  HAQA- 
ZINB,  AND  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  ADYOCATE. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  to  whom  was  referred  certain 
alleged  errors  in  the  Report  of  the  Book  Agents  in  regard  to  the 
Quarteriy  Review,  National  Magazine,  and  Sunday  School  Advocate,  beg 
leave  to  report, 

That  they  have  examined  the  subject  in  the  presence  of  the  Agents 
and  Editors,  and,  after  careful  investigation  of  the  items  of  the  accounts, 
and  the  manner  of  making  {hem  up,  they  find  that  these  periodicals  are 
charged  master's  prices  on  composition,  stereotyping,  and  press-work, 
and  deducting  the  profits  to  the  Concern  on  these  items,  the  loss  on  these 
publications  will  be  materially  reduced.  A  further  reduction  of  the  loss 
charged  will  be  made  if  we  credit  these  periodicals  with  certain  assets 
which  belong  to  them.  We  also  find  that  the  time  of  making  up  the 
accounts  prevented  these  publications  from  receiving  credit  for  outstand- 
ing subscriptions  and  claims.  Yet,  after  all  fair  credits  are  made,  it 
appears  they  have  not  fully  met  the  cost  of  publication. 

This  may  be  accounted  for,  in  part  at  least,  by  the  great  advance  in 
price  of  paper  and  of  labor  after  the  subscription  price  nad  been  fixed ; 
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snd  that  such  an  increase  in  their  subscription  list  as  niaj  he  reasenahly 
anticipated,  and  such  as  their  great  merits  demand,  wiil  carry  thaai 
safely  through  coming  years.  Fmm  rdiabte  data,  the  committee  would 
Hirthermore  say  that,  in  their  judgment,  two  thousand  seren  handnd 
paying  sabecribers  would  fblly  sustain  th»  Quarterly  Review. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  we  therefore  recommend  to  tbe  Qeneral  Con- 
ference the  continued  publication  of  these  periodicals. 


II. 

PASTORAL  ADDRESS. 

BsLovsD  Brrhrbh:  ''Grace»  mercy,  and  peace,  from  God  our 
Father,  and  from  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,"  be  unto  you  now  and 
forever. 

While  we  have  many  reasons  to  humble  ourselves  before  God, 
mad  to  mourn  over  our  failures  in  gaining  the  benevolent  ends  so 
manifestly  indicated  in  the  singular  providences  which  brought  the 
Methodist  Church  into  existence,  and  the  extraordinary  blessings  vouch- 
safed to  us  through  every  period  of  our  history,  yet  in  the  pnesent  state 
of  the  Church  there  are  many  grounds  for  thanksgiving  and  praise. 
The  Spirit  of  all  grace  has  been  poured  out  afresh  upon  our  Zion.  In  the 
past  four  years  numerous  and  extensive  revivals  have  been  enjoyed 
throughout  the  Church ;  and  thousands  have  expeiienced  '*  the  washmg 
of  regeneration  and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost"  That  our 
Church  is  m  a  high  state  of  prosperity,  is  sufficiently  indicated  in  the 
cheering  facte,  that  our  effective  traveling  ministers  have  increased  from 
four  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  to  five  thousand  four  hundred 
and  eiffht,  or  nine  hundred  and  fifty-eight ;  and  membership,  including 
probationers,  from  seven  hundred  and  twenty-one  thousand  eight  huncT 
jwd  and  four  to  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine  thousand  four  hundred 
and  thirty-one,  or  seventy-nme  thousand  six  hundred  and  twen^- 
seven. 

But  this  is  not  all.  The  Church  has  been  quickened ;  many  ot  its 
members,  we  trusty  are  "  hungering  and  thirsting  after  righteousneas," 
and  are  "  going  on  to  perfection ;  thus  evincing  that  the  doctrine  of 
entire  sanctification  is  not  with  them  a  mere  theory,  but  a  substanUsl 
.and  saving  reality.  And  lookin^r  over  the  whole  ground,  and  availing 
4>urselves  of  every  means  of  mformation  within  our  reach,  «v  eanmot 
avoid  the  conviction  that,  thouffh  some  of  our  societies  may  be  in  a 
lauffuishing  state,  the  piety  of  the  Church  generally  is  deepening,  its 
faith  is  becoming  more  active  and  coinprehensive,  its  moral  power 
h  largely  increased,  and  the  blessing  of  God  abideth  with  us  even  ss  in 
former  years,  and  more  abundantly.  This  all-pervading,  enei^izing,  and 
saying  grace  may  not  now  be  manifested  precisely  in  the  same  manner 
aa  in  other  yeais.    Some  of  the  peculiarities  that  characterized  the  woik 
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of  Ood  in  the  eariy  history  of  the  Church,  will  now  be  sought  for  in 
▼ain ;  bat  all  of  the  essential  features  are  still  visible.  The  fflory  bath  not 
departed.  We  have  many  examples  of  the  same  convertinff  power,  the 
same  witnessing  Spirit,  the  same  grace  and  purity,  rdq  the  same 
glorious  triumphs  in  death,  which  distinguished  the  early  Church.  God 
B  as  manifestly  with  us  as  with  our  fathers.  The  Gospel  is  still  a 
Gospel  of  power,  and  is  yet  preached  '*  with  the  Holy  Ghost  seat  down 
from  heaven  ;**  and  the  great  Heiid  of  the  Church  yet  visibly  owns  us 
as  his  people,  and  reveals  his  sovereignty  among  us  in  directing  his  own 
work,  and  in  vindicating  and  honoring  his  own  appointed  means  and 
instrumentalities.  Thus  united  with  Christ,  and  thus  enjoying  his  cove- 
nant blessings,  we  may  gratefully  exclaim,  "  Happy  is  the  people  that 
is  in  such  a  case;  yea,  happy  is'  that  people  whose  God  is  the 
Lord." 

Among  the  many  reasons  that  may  be  enumerated,  calling  for  devout 
praise  and  gratitude,  we  may  mention  prominently  the  cheering  fact  that 
the  Church  yet  retuns  "  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace." 
We  can  conceive  of  nothing  more  hostile  to  the  spirituality  and  prosperity 
of  the  Church,  and  to  personal  piety,  than  dissension  and  strife.  *'  Foi^ 
giving  one  another,  if  any  man  have  a  quarrel  against  any/'  »  the 
inspired  direction;  and,  in  the  inimitable  prayer  which  our  Saviour 
taught  his  disciples,  we  are  directed  to  pray,  "Forffive  us  our  tres- 
passes as  we  forgive  those  who  trespass  against  us.  We  judge  no 
true  Christian  can  look  upon  schism  in  "  the  body  of  Christ "  ia 
any  other  light  than  as  a  fearful  and  desolating  calamity ;  and  the  caro- 
less  manner  in  which  the  disunion  and  rending  of  the  Church  are  fre- 
quently spoken  of,  betokens  a  great  want  of  "  the  meekness  and  gentle- 
ness of  Christ,"  and  ill  comports  with  our  relations  to  God  as  redeemed 
sinners.  Nothing  but  evils  of  the  greatest  magnitude— evils  that  caa 
neither  be  controHed  nor  extirpated,  but  which  threaten  the  vitality  and 
integrity  of  the  Church — can  ever  justify  such  propositions.  We  have 
reason  to  fear  that  the  divisbn  of  the  Church,  which  under  almost  aU 
conceivable  circumstances  is  the  greatest  of  all  possible  calamities,  haa 
been  contemplated  by  some  with  entire  composure ;  and  instead  of  being 
deprecated  with  true  Christian  foresight  and  zeal,  has,  under  certain 
contingences,  been  invited  and  encouraged.  This  has  been  unfriendly 
to  those  relations  which  lead  us  to  "  dwell  together  in  unity." 

Our  unity  has  also  been  assailed  in  other  directions.  We  have 
fallen  upon  singular  times.  New  and  subtile  issues  are  contmualty 
forced  upon  us.  Reform  is  the  watchword  of  all  parties — the  universal 
passport  of  error  to  popular  favor.  Radical  changes,  antagonising  the 
social  system  of  the  Gospel,  have  been  proposed ;  error  has  assumed 
new  forms,  and  bland,  conciliatmg  aspects;  infidelity  has  abandoned 
its  gross  materialism,  and  now  maScs  its  insidious  advances  under  the 
guise  of  spiritualism ;  unexplained  facts,  arising  either  from  mysteries  in 
our  own  natures,  or  from  the  misleading  teaching  of  laws,  of  which,  as  yet, 
we  have  no  adequate  knowledge,  have  been  resorted  to,  to  render  this 
spiritualism  palatable;  and  it  has  been  claimed  that  rdigious  truth 
opens  as  legitimate  a  field  of  discovery  as  science,  and  that  man,  in  the 
exercise  of  his  own  powers,  aid^d  by  spiritual  agents  which  he  can  com- 
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mand,  is  capable  of  traveling  further  into  the  inscmtable  aud  invirible^ 
than  it  has  pleased  the  Divine  mind  to  take  us. 

These  insidious  errors  have  been  the  more  dangerous  because  often- 
times admitting  religious  truths,  and  assuming  them  as  a  garb,  or 
i^pealing  to  well-known  physiological  laws  and  mental  phenomena,  and 
building  its  theories  upon  them.  Thus  lulling  the  fears  of  the  unwary, 
and  appealing  to  the  perverted  principles  of  our  natures,  particularly  to 
human  pride  and  vanity,  they  have  succeeded  in  leading  a  few  astiay, 
who  have  either  fallen  into  hopeless  and  open  infidelity,  rejecting  alto- 
gether the  teachings  of  the  Gospel,  as  below  their  attainments,  or  have 
become  the  victims  of  insanity.  But  it  is  a  matter  of  rejoicing  how  few 
have  been  deceived  and  turned  from  their  steadfastness.  In  no  instance 
has  any  considerable  defection  been  brought  about.  Our  membenhip 
« stand  fast  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  hath  set  them  free,"  and 
have  not  suffered  themselves  *'  to  be  entangled  again  with  the  yoke  of 
bondage."  They  have  "tiied  the  spirits  by  Bible  rules,  and  have 
thus  escaped  these  gross  delusions.  And  general  revivals  of  religioQ, 
contrasting  directly  with  the  results  of  error,  "  bringing  forth  the  peace- 
able fruits  of  righteousness,"  elevating  and  saving  men  from  sin,  have 
fortified  their  minds  against  these  scxd-destroying  errors.  There  has 
been  agitation  in  the  Church  itself ;  and,  in  some  instances,  this  may 
have  been  exhibited  in  a  manner  not  quite  in  harmony  with  Christian 
meekness.  But  this  very  agitation  has  betrayed,  in  most  instances,  the 
ardent  love  of  our  people  for  the  old  paths,  the  land-marks  of  our 
beloved  Methodism,  the  institutions,  usages,  and  teachings  of  our 
fathers,  under  which  God  has  vouchsafed  us  so  long  and  so  extensive 
prosperity.  We  rejoice  that  these  monuments  of  the  wisdom,  zeal,  and 
pely  of  our  fathers  have  not»  amid  the  rapid  chanffes  everywhere  marking 
modem  movements,  fallen  into  desuetude.  Tht  lessons  of  the  past 
have  not  been  lost  upon  our  people.  In  their  minds,  as  it  should  be^ 
the  presumption  is  a«unst  that  which  is  new,  and  the  burden  of  proof  is 
with  its  advocates. .  New  measures  must  either  be  tried  in  the  balances 
of  the  sanctuary  or  tested  by  the  experience  of  the  past.  Bold  and 
rash  experiments,  though  assuming  the  names  of  progress  and  Feforra, 
have  been  justly  regmed  with  suspioon;  and  as  a  whole  populous 
Church  is  to  be  aiSfected  thereby,  even  where,  as  in  reference  to  Ghurob 
usf^e  and  polity,  real  improvement  is  admissiUe,  it  is  certainly  proper 
that  this  rigid  surveillance  and  earnest  solicitude  should  be  exen»sed. 
With  such  vigilance  and  godly  jealousy,  the  agitations  of  the  past  four 
years  have  been,  we  trust,  on  the  whole,  healthful,  developing  on  one 
hand  a  love  for  Methodism  as  it  is,  and  on  the  other  leaiding  to 
the  adoption  of  such  well-digested  plans  for  oanrying  out  our  great 
evangdical  designs  as  a  mature  and  goodly  judgment  will  approve. 
Thus,  what  seemed  adverse,  has  been  mendly  to  our  unity ;  and  thus 
it  ever  will  be  while  « the  God  of  love  and  peace  dwells  among  lis.** 
Continuing  to  '*  walk  by  the  same  rule,  and  to  mind  the  same  thii^," 
God  will  continue  to  honor  us  with  the  same  hallowed  instrumentsli^ 
for  good ;  and  the  energy,  activity,  and  efficiency  of  the  Church  will  be 
commensurate  with  its  hiffh  vocation,  as  a  Chureh  raiaed  up  **to  spresd 
Scriptural  bolinesa  over  these  landa." 
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During  the  present  eeMOon  of  the  General  Conference  many  subjeofe, 
some  of  them  involving  great,  if  not  radical  changes,  have  been  under 
eonflideralion.  Petitions  and  memorials  from  almost  every  part  of  our 
extended  work,  have  been  presented  and  referred  to  appropriate  com^ 
mittees,  where  they  have  received  respectful  consideration.  This  has 
been  especially  the  case  on  the  subject  of  Slavery. 

The  position  of  our  Ohureh  from  the  beginning  has  been  that  of  an 
antt^slavery  Church;  and  in  both  slave  and  free  states  this  is  our 
present  attitude.  So  we  are  regarded  by  pro-slavery  men,  as  the  per- 
secution of  our  mmisters  in  some  parts  of  our  work,  and  the  apparent 
necessity  of  changing  the  seat  of  one  of  our  conferences,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  notifi^  violence  of  a  mob,  clearly  prove.  The  subject  has 
been  largely  discussed  in  our  periodicals,  patiently  considered  in  the 
Committee  on  Slavery,  and  has  occupied  a  large  portion  of  the  time  of 
the  General  Conference,  where  it  has  been  debated,  as  you  have  seen, 
with  eminent  ability  and  the  greatest  freedom.  With  its  action  upon 
this  subject  you  are  already  acquainted.  The  debates  brought  out 
fuUy  the  fact,  that  none  of  the  members  of  this  Qeneral  Conference 
entertained  pro-slavery  sentiments,  and  that  little  or  no  mercenary  slave- 
holding  exists  in  the  Church.  And  the  effect  of  such  action  upon  the 
interests  of  the  border  conferences,  probably  alone  prevented  a  consti- 
tutional majority  from  voting  to  recommend  a  change  of  our  General  Rule 
on  the  subject  of  slavery.  On  this  subject  be  temperate  and  firm; 
resisting  evil,  not  with  carnal  weapons,  but  with  immutable  truths — 
^  weapons  that  are  mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of  strong- 
holds. ' 

And  now,  beloved  brethren,  will  you  suffer  us  to  exhort  you  to  prompt 
and  vigorous  codperation  with  your  mmisters,  in  carrying  forward  the 
work  OT  God  committed  to  us?  **  Ye  are  workers  together  with  him." 
To  this  high  dignity  and  honorable  distinction  in  the  presence  of  God, 
and  "  a  great  cloud  of  witnesses,"  is  every  Christian  called.  And  if 
we  "stir  up  your  pure  minds,  by  way  of  remembrance,"  it  is  that  we 
may  present  you  before  Christ  "holy,  and  unblamable,  and  unre-^ 
provable  in  his  sights" 

And  first  we  exhort  you  to  give  the  "  most  earnest  heed  "  to  the 
trainmg  of  your  children.  It  is  your  high  privilege  as  well  as  your 
solemn  duty,  while  they  are  yet  infants,  to  consecrate  them  to  God  in 
baptism.  "  The  promise  is  unto  you  and  to  your  children ;"  and  to  the 
mind  of  the  Christian  it  cannot  be  a  matter  of  indifference  whether  or 
not  covenant  blessings  are  secured  for  his  offspring.  Brin^  your  *'  little 
children  to  Christ"  in  baptism,  that  that  heavenly  benediction  which 
conveys  covenant  erace  to  the  soul  may  fall  upon  them. 

In  the  early  and  most  eventful  period  of  life,  when  Uie  conscience  is 
tender  and  the  heart  susceptible,  instructiixi  devolves  upon  the  parents, 
and  they  cannot  transfer  their  duties  and  responsibilities  to  others ;  but, 
subsequently,  the  Sabbath  school,  the  common  school,  and  the  college, 
become  valuable  auxiliaries.  We  mutt  educate.  We  are  shut  up  to 
this  necessity.  Mind  will  be  educated ;  and  we  are  only  to  choose  a6 
to  the  manner  and  direction  of  its  educadon. 

Experience  has  furnished  ample  proofs  that  the  Sunday  school  is  the 
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naMery  of  the  Church.  Many  of  our  moet  eminent  saimsterfi,  and  hund- 
rads  of  our  laymen,  whose  faith  and  morals  proclaim  them  living  Chria- 
ttans.,  received  their  early  religious  impreasiops  in  the  Sabbath  school 
Mrnds,  that  otherwise  would  be  employed  in  every  evil  work,  recdvii^ 
an  education  fraught  with  mischief,  are  thus,  on  the  Lord's  daj^ 
directed  to  religious  truth  and  devotion.  Interest  is  excited,  new  trains 
of  thought  are  opened  to  the  mind,  religious  truths  are  impressed,  books 
are  furtnshed  adapted  to  the  juvenile  taste,  and  calculated  at  the  same 
time  to  entertain  and  improve  both  the  heart  and  the  mind. 

Great  improvement  have  been  made  in  our  Sabbath- school  libraries ; 
and  now,  in  cheapness,  variety,  and  adaptation,  they  may  chaUeage 
ccxnparison  with  any  other  Sunday-school  libraries  in  tliis  country.  Our 
statistics  furnish  indubitable  evidence  of  prosperity  in  this  department 
We  have  now  ten  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty^nine  schools,  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  officers  and 
teachers,  and  five  hundred  and  seventy^nine  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six  scholars. 

While  we  rejoice  in  view  of  the  growing  interest  and  efficiency  of 
8abbath>8cbool  instructbn>  and  while  we  express  our  hearty  praisea  to 
God  for  the  frequent  outpouring  of  his  Spirit  upon  our  schools,  we  can 
but  deplore  the  indifference  manifested  by  many  in  regard  to  this  moat 
{>otent  instrumentality  for  good .  To  secure  the  greatest  efficiency  for  our 
schools,  it  is  essential  that  all  the  members  of  our  Church  should  give 
them  their  countenance  and  aid.  He  woukl  prove  himself  unworthy 
of  the  name  of  a  Christian  who  deemed  Sabbath-school  instruction  be- 
neath him;  for  Christ  not  only  said,  ''Suffer  little  children  to  cobus 
unto  me,"  but  "  took  them  up  in  his  arms,  put  his  hands  upon  them, 
and  blessed  them."  We  cannot  better  hnitate  our  Saviour,  or  more 
directly  advance  our  own  spiritual  interest,  than  hy  laboring  to  direct  the 
youthful  mind  to  Christ,  and  to  impkmt  therein  great  and  influential 
moral  and  rehgious  truths,  that,  in  the  hour  of  darkness  and  spiritual 
conflict,  shall  hold  the  soul  steady  in  its  high  resolves,  amid  the  suc- 
cessive shocks  of  temptation.  It  is  surely  Christ-like  to  be  thus 
employed-  in  preparing  an  immortal  b^ng  for  a  life  of  usefulness  and 
purity,  and  for  bibs  in  the  heavenly  world.  And  it  is  surely  matter  of 
serious  regret  that  many  members  of  the  Church  seem  satisfied  to  com- 
mit this  important  interest  entirely  to  youth,  and  in  many  instances  to 
vnconverted  youth.  Not  that  we  would  object  to  the  employment  of 
young  persons  in  our  schools ;  but  we  would  have  them  sustained  by 
like  wisdom  and  counsel,  the  large  experience  and  mature  piety  of  age. 
Surely  this  is  a  most  invitinc^  field  for  Christian  labor,  a  "  field  white  to 
ihB  liarvest ;"  and  here,  if  anywhere,  we  should  feel  the  force  of 
the  exhortation,  "  Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  all  thy 
miffht." 

.  We  have  reason  to  fear  due  prominence  is  not  given  in  our  schools  to 
teaching  a  personal  spiritual  Christianity.  Mere  mtellectual  teachniff, 
however  thorough  and  extensive,  will  not  accomplish  the  end  prcposed, 
and  is,  in  our  judgment,  a  desecration  of  the  holy  day.  The  array  of 
officers  and  teachers,  complete  discipline,  diligent  applicalion,  all  the 
apparatus  and  external  applianeaa  of  the  school^  cannot  secure  the  end 
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0cmtempleted  in  tiheir  establishment.  We  n-e  to  ieacli  the  lost'conditum 
of  man»  the  necessity  of  the  new  birth,  justifieation  by  faith ;  and  we 
are  to  guide  the  youthful  mind,  penitent  tbrouffh  our  instrumentality,  to 
Christ,  as  ilB  only  Saviour.  E^ery  Sabbath-school  teacher,  as  he  entear 
Ids  class,  should  hear  the  yoice  of  Christ  saying,  "  Feed  my  lambs ;" 
and  having  furnished  the  young  mind  with  the  simple  and  saving  truths 
of  the  Gospel,  he  shoidd  retire  to  seek  God's  blessing  upon  the  seed  he 
has  sown,  that  it  may  yield  a  harvest,  "  some  thirty,  some  sixty,  and 
some  a  hundredfold,    to  the  **  praise  of  the  glory  of  God's  grace." 

We  cannot  be  too  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  educating 
our  sons  and  daughters.  You  need  not  be  told  that  genuine  educatioa 
tt  as  favorable  to  the  progress  of  Christianity  as  to  the  development  of 
mind,  and  to  the  health  and  happiness  of  the  pbymcal  man.  It  should  be 
directed  to  all  our  powers ;  and  man  is  only  truly  eduoated  when  all  hJa 
powers  are  thus  harmoniously  developed.  In  thb  country  espeeially« 
where  every  individual  is  charged  with  high  social  and  civil  respoasiUlit 
ties,  and  where  free  speech  and  the  pen  exert  so  wide  and  beneficial  an 
influence,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  parent  to  educate.  But  there  are 
higher  and  more  influential  reasons  than  even  these.  God  has  committed 
immortal  spirits  to  our  charge,  and  has  furnished  in  their  economy* 
reasons  of  the  most  weighty  and  imperative  character,  in  favor  oi  edu- 
cating them.  It  is  not  because  your  child  is  to  pursue  one  of  the  learaed 
professions,  or  to  prosecute  this  or  that  particular  business,  or  for  any 
other  merely  earthly  reason  chiefly,  that  he  should  be  educated,  but  be* 
cause  he  is  an  immortal  being.  A  man's  pursuits  in  this  world,  though 
often  regarded  as  the  only  reason  for  educating,  is,  comparatively,  a 
trivial  one,  and  every  Christian  must  feel  that  Uie  weighty  and  eomf 
manding  reason  is  to  be  found  in  man's  immortality. 

We  rejoice  to  see  seminaries  and  colleges  rising  up  on  all  sides  under 
the  sole  care  and  direction  of  our  Church.  There  are  now  some. seventy 
seminaries  of  the  first  grade,  and  fourteen  colleges  and  universities  under 
the  patronage  of  the  several  Annual  Confermees.  Our  educational  en* 
terprises  have  received  the  manifest  approbation  of  the  great  Head  of 
the  Church.  Hundreds  of  the  pupils  of  these  institutions  have  been 
brought  to  Christ,  and  while  learning  earthly  sciences,  have  beeomf 
^  wise  unto  sdvation."  Extensive  revivids  of  religion  have  gladdened 
%he  hearts  of  their  professors  and  teachers,  and  most  significantly  indi* 
eate  the  approval  and  favor  of  God.  We  trust  you  will  sustain  them 
with  your  contributions,  and  that  your  sons  and  daughters  will  e«|oy, 
through  them,  the  advantage  of  a  thorough  literary  and  scientific  traiUr 
ing.  And  with  Heaven's  blessing  upon  these  institutions*  subordinating 
them  to  our  great  evangelical  work,  we  doubt  not,  will  largely  contribute 
to  our  denominational  power  and  efficiency. 

The  enlargement  of  our  Zion,  and  the  aggressive  character  of  a  xxm- 
sionary  Church,  opening  fields  of  usefulness  which  it  becomes  our  duty 
to  occupy,  lead  to  increasing  calls  upon  the  liberality  of  our  people. 

God  has  gpven  us  ability  to  meet  these  demands,  and  there  is  no 
reason  why,  for  want  of  means,  the  Gospel  should  be  hindered.  IJo 
this  great  work  of  evaneelizinff  the  wotid  ''  we  ans  called  in  one  body." 
"No  man  Hv«tfa  unto  hrandf.      Selfishness  stands. a»  divectly  exposed 
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to  the  prosperity  of  man  as  it  does  to  his  happiness ;  and  both  the  one 
and  the  other  are  matlj  promoted  by  liberally  and  systematically  sus- 
taining the  onward  movements  of  the  Church.  Almost  without  means 
Meth^ism  has  accomplished  a  wonderful  work  What»  then,  will  it 
effect  when  all  the  institutions  and  appliances  now  being  established  and 
adjusted  to  each  other,  and  to  our  holy  Christianity,  are  brought  into 
full  play,  and  directed  against  the  strongholds  of  sin  ?  If  throughout  all 
our  history  Methodism  has  doubled  itself  every  thirteen  years,  with  such 
enlarged  and  multiplied  means  and  opportunities,  with  a  nicely  adjusted 
and  harmonious  machinery,  reaching  every  interest,  and  with  "  the  Spirit 
of  the  living  God  in  the  wheels,"  may  we  not  hope  to  treble  and  quad- 
ruple both  our  numbers  and  our  usefulness  m  the  same  length  of  time  ? 
A  perishing  world  calls  us  to  greater  activity,  to  more  comprehensive 
plans,  to  more  numerous  instrumentalities,  to  larger  sacrifices ;  "  the  love 
of  Christ  constraineth  us  "  to  undertake  new  and  bolder  enterprises  for 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  salvation  of  man ;  and  the  great  Head  of  the 
Church  requires  us  to  press  every  agent,  and  every  available  meant 
consistent  with  rectitude  and  moral  freedom,  mto  the  work  of  evangelis- 
ing the  world.  We  trust  you  will  respcmd  to  these  calls  m  the  spirit  of 
self-denial  and  enlarged  benevolence. 

Without  referring  to  many  local  interests  which  will  naturally  fall  un- 
der your  observation  in  eveiy  part  of  our  extended  work,  and  which  will 
be  sustained  by  those  immediately  connected  with  them,  permit  us  to 
call  your  attention  particularly  to  the  cause  of  missions,  both  in  the 
domestic  and  foreign  fields.  We  have  to  notice  here  a  most  commend- 
able liberality,  evinced  in  the  increased  collections  of  the  past  four  years 
over  any  other  quadrennial  period.  But  to  maintain  our  ground,  and 
enter  those  great  and  effectual  doors  opened  to  us  by  the  providence  of 
God,  our  general  collections  must  be  largely  increased.  Here,  if  any- 
where, is  God's  word  peculiarly  applicable,  a  Divine  truth  with  countless 
living  illustrations,  "  The  liberal  soul  deviseth  liberal  things,  and  by 
liberal  things  shall  he  stand.'*  Everywhere,  both  in  our  own  and  in 
foreign  lands,  success  attends  us.  "  The  fields  are  white  to  the  harvest" 
But  as  a  Church,  missionary  in  its  origin  and  spirit,  we  are  capable  dL 
doing  much  more.  In  answer  to  our  prayers,  God  will  raise  up  laborers, 
who  will  boldly  respond  to  the  call  of  the  Church, "  Here  am  I ;  send  me." 
And  we  ask  that  the  "riches  of  your  liberality  may  abound  more  and 
more,"  that  this  great  and  glorious  work  of  God  may  not  be  hindered. 
With  your  ministers  enter  the  mighty  conflict  with  the  powers  of  dark- 
ness, and  sustain  them  as  God  s  servants  doing  his  will,  until  **  the 
Idngdoms  of  this  world  shall  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  his 
Christ." 

But  we  should  never  forget  that  the  mere  external  movements  of  the 
Church,  its  wealth,  numbers,  triumphs,  do  not  constitute  its  strenffth. 
"  On  all  the  glory  there  shall  be  a  defense."  This  defense  is  found  in 
its  living  union  with  God.  "  The  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  except  it 
abide  in  the  vine."  Mere  actinty  will  not  supply  the  want  of  this  union. 
The  parade  of  means  and  ordinances,  the  sound  of  preparation  and  the 
array  of  agents  may  all  exist,  and  still  the  Church  be  powerless.  To  be 
truly  aggressive  it  must  be  a  living  Church ;  we  must  walk  with  God  in 
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order  to  obtain  the  moral  power  to  save  men.  More  than  to  all  other 
instramentalities  combined  we  owe  the  success  which  has  marked  our 
history,  and  which  constitutes  our  distinction  in  the  sight  of  men .  and 
angels,  to  the  fact  that  our  membership  have  been  uving  Christiana^ 
And  while  this  continues  to  be  the  case,  our  progress  will  continue  to  be 
''like  the  going  forth  of  the  morning,'*  and  God  will  still  visit  us  with 
his  blessing,  "  even  as  the  earlj  and  latter  rain  upon  the  earth/* 

That  this  may  be  your  happy  experience,  suffer  us  to  warn  you  against 
tlie  spirit  of  speculation  now  so  extensively  prevailing  throughout  the 
country.  Many  persons  have  lost,  through  this  means,  their  union  ^th 
Ood.  Many  have  made  ''  shipwreck  of  faith  and  a  j?ood  conscience^'* 
and  have  proved  by  sad  experience  that  **  they  that  wUl  be  rich  fall  into 
temptaUon  and  a  snare,  ana  into  many  foolish  and  hurtful  lusts,  which 
drown  men  in  destruction  and  perdition.** 

With  painful  feelings  we  have  sometimes  noticed  neglect  of  the  ordi- 
nances of  God's  house,  particularly  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 
This  we  deem  inconsistent  with  growth  in  grace  and  a  life  of  piety.  We 
can  consistently  expect  Heaven's  blessing,  the  presence  and  agency  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  by  which  spiritual  life  can  only  be  ret£uned  in  the  soul« 
when  we  are  living  in  obedience  to  God's  commandments. 

We  exhort  you  to  the  re^ar  observance  of  family  devotions.  In  the 
absence  of  family  religion  Uiere  is  likely  to  be  a  low  state  of  personal 
piety.  Love  to  God  and  a  proper  regard  for  domestic  harmony  and 
nappiness,  which  are  essentiallv  promoted  by  regular  family  devotions 
and  a  true  Christian  solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  your  children,  all  com- 
bme  to  render  this  duty  imperative.  And  experience  has  shown  the 
wisdom  of  the  declaration  made  by  one  now  with  the  blessed  in  heaven. 
♦*The  prayerless  family  has  God's  curse." 

You  can  only  hope  to  enjoy  union  and  communion  with  God  by  the 
use  of  the  means  of  grace,  such  as  prayer  and  class-meetinff.  What- 
ever may  be  ur^ed  a^idnst  class-meetings,  experience  has  shown  that« 
at  least  in  the  Methodist  Church,  they  are  intimately  connected  with  the 
spirituality  and  religious  prosperity  of  its  members.  Tliis  needs  no  bet- 
ter attestation  than  what  is  often  seen  when  '*  times  of  refreshing  come 
from  the  presence  of  the  Lord."  Then  the  class-room,  long  ne^ected, 
it  filled  with  Christians  eager  to  enjoy  this  means  of  grace.  It  requires 
no  urgent  appeals  to  induce  you  to  attend  the  class-meeting.  You  joy- 
fully exclaim,  "  I  was  glad  when  tliey  said  unto  me,  Let  us  go  up  to 
the  house  of  the  Lord."  As  you  value  your  own  relations  to  God,  and 
the  progress  and  spirituality  of  jonr  Church,  be  faithful  in  the  use  of 
this  most  interesting  and  improving  means  of  grace.  We  cannot,  it  is 
true,  declare,  in  this  precise  form,  it  is  of  Divine  authority,  but  we  cani 
assert  that  you  are  under  obligations,  as  Methodists,  to  observe  it  while 
you  contmue  in  your  present  Church  connections.  "  Forsake  not  the 
assembling  of  yourselves  together,  as  the  manner  of  some  is."  Wa 
close  with  the  language  of  Paul  to  the  Corinthian  Church :  "  Finally, 
brethren,  farewell.  Be  perfect,  be  of  good  comfort,  be  of  one  mindf 
live  in  peace,  and  the  love  and  peace  of  God  shall  be  with  you." 
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REVISED  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  MISSIONABY  SOCIETY.      . 

Article  I. 

This  association,  denominated  *'The  Missionary  Soeietj  of  the  Metb* 
odist  Episcopal  Church,"  is  established  for  the  express  purpose  of  enaUing 
the  several  Annual  Conferences  more  effectually  to  extend  their  mit«ioiiMy 
labors  throughout  the  United  States  and  elsewhere ;  and  also  to  assist 
Id  the  support  and  promotion  of  missionary  schools  and  missions  in  our 
own  and  in  foreign  countries. 

Article  XL 

Hie  payment  of  twenty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  constitute  a  membei 
fbr  life.  Any  person  paying  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  at  one  time 
into  the  treasury  shall  be  an  honorary  manager  for  life,  and  the  contribu- 
tion of  five  hundred  dollars  shall  constitute  the  donor  an  honorary  patron 
for  life,  both  of  whom  shall  be  entitled  to  a  seat  and  the  right  of  speaking, 
but  not  of  voting,  in  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Artiolb  III. 

The  management  and  disposition  of  the  affairs  and  property  <^  this 
Society  shall  he  vested  in  a  Board  of  Managers,  consisting  of  thirty-two 
laymen,  all  being  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  so 
many  clerical  members,  not  exceeding  that  number,  as  shall  be  determ- 
ined at  each  annual  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  each  of  whom 
shall  be  a  minister  of  the  Mewodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  all  of  whom, 
both  the  lay  and  clerical  members,  shall  be  elected  at  the  said  ammal 
meeting. 

Article  TV. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  be  appointed  by  the  General  Cob* 
ference.  He  shall  reside  in  New-York,  and  conduct  the  correspondence 
of  the  society,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board.  He  shall  be  subject  to 
the  direction  and  control  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  by  whom  his  salary 
is  to  1^  fi^ed  and.paid.  He  shall  be  exclusively  employed  in  conducUnff 
the  correspondence  of  the  Society,  and,  under  die  direction  of  the  Boai{ 
in  promoting  its  general  interests,  by  traveling  or  otherwise.  Should  hv 
office  become  vacant  by  death,  resignation,  or  odierwise,  the  Board  shafl 
have  ^wer  to  provide  for  the  duties  of  the  office  until  Uie  BiahopB,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  shall  fill  the  vacancy. 

Aetiolb  v. 

The  Board  shall  have  authority  to  appoint  all  the  officers  required  by 
the  charter,  and  to  make  by-laws  for  regulating  its  own  proceedings,  to 
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appropriate  raoney  to  defray  incidental  expenses,  to  provide  for  the  sup- 
port of  superannuated  missionaries,  widows,  and  orphans  of  missionaries, 
who  may  not  be  provided  for  by  their  Annnal  Ck>nferences,  respectively, 
It  being  understood  Uiat  they  shall  not  receive  more  than  is  allowed  by 
the  Discipline  to  other  superannuated  ninisters,  their  widows  and  orphans ; 
and  to  print  books  for  the  benefit  of  Indian  and  Foreign  Missions,  and 
missions  in  which  a  foreign  language  is  used,  fill  vacancies  that  may  oc- 
cur in  their  own  body  during  the  year,  and  shall  present  a  statement  of 
its  transactions  and  funds  to  the  Society  at  its  annaal  meeting,  and  also 
•hall  lay  before  the  General  Conference  a  report  of  its  transactions  ht  the 
four  preceding  years,  and  the  state  of  its  funds. 


Artiglb  VL 

The  annual  meetings  for  the  election  of  officers  and  managers  shall  be# 
held  on  the  third  Monday  in  November,  in  the  city  of  New- York,  and 
the  term  of  the  service  of  the  officers  and  managers  so  elected  ehall  com- 
mence  January  the  first  following. 

Abticlb  VIL 

At  all  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Board,  the  president,  or,  in  his 
absence,  the  vice-president  first  on  the  list  then  present,  and  in  the  absence 
of  all  the  vice-presidents,  a  member  appointed  by  the  meeting  for  that 
purpose,  shall  preside. 

Articlb  VliL 

Twenty-five  members  of  each  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  thirteen  nt 
each  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  shall  be  a  quorum. 

AaitOLB  IZ. 

The  minutes  of  each  meeting  shall  be  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
meeting  at  which  the  minutes  are  read  and  approved. 

AancLx  X 

It  is  recommended  that  within  the  bounds  of  each  Annual  Gonfcranoe 
there  be  established  a  Conference  Missionaiy  Society,  auxiliary  to  this  in- 
stitution, under  such  regulations  as  the  conferences  shall  respectively  pra- 
Mribe. 


Abtiolb  XI. 

Any  anxiliaiy  society  or  donor  may  designate  the  mission  or  missioitt, 
under  the  care  of  this  Society,  to  which  they  desire  any  part,  or  the  whole 
of  its  funds  to  be  appropriated,  which  special  designation  shall  be  publiclj 
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acknowledged  by  the  Board.  But,  in  the  event  that  more  fiinds  areTaiaed 
for  any  particular  mission  than  are  necessary  for  its  support,  the  suiplm 
shall  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society  for  its  general  purposes. 

Abtious  XIL 

The  Annual  Conferences  shall  be  divided  into  as  many  mission  distrida 
as  there  are  effective  superintendents,  and  there  shall  be  a  committee  con- 
sistbg  of  one  from  each  mission  district,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Bishops, 
and  to  be  called  The  GenercU  Missionary  Committee.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  this  committee  to  meet  annually  in  the  city  of  New-York,  be- 
tween the  1st  and  15th  of  November,  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary  and  Treasurer,  to  act  jointly  with  the  Board  of 
Managers,  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  Uie  Treasurer,  in  fixing  the 
amount  which  may  be  drawn  for  during  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  divis- 
ion of  said  amount  betwee^  foreign  and  domestic  missions.  Said  com- 
mittee shall,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  with  the 
concurrence  of  at  least  two  of  the  Bishops,  determine  what  fields  shall  be 
occupied  or  continued  as  foreign  missions,  and  the  number  of  persons  to 
be  employed  on  said  missions,  and  shall,  in  conjunction  with  the  Board, 
estimate  the  sums  necessary  for  the  support  of  each  mission,  subject  to  t^e 
approval  of  two  or  more  of  the  Bishops.  Said  committee,  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  Board  and  Bishops  as  aforesaid,  shall  determine  the 
amount  for  which  each  Bishop  may  draw  for  the  domestic  missions  of 
those  conferences  over  which  he  shall  preside,  and  he  shall  not  draw  on 
the  Treasurer  for  more  than  said  amount 

Provided,  nevertheless,  That  in  the  intervals  between  the  meetings 
of  the  General  Missionary  Committee,  the  Board  of  Managers,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Bishop  who  has  charge,  or  is  to  have  charge  of 
the  work  proposed,  may,  if  they  shall  deem  it  important,  adopt  a  new 
missionary  field,  and  also  provide  for  any  unforeseen  emei^ence  that  may 
arise ;  and  to  meet  such  demands,  may  expend  any  additional  sum  not 
exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Should  any  of  the  members  of  said  committee,  in  the  interval  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference,  go  out  of  office  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  the 
Bishop  presiding  in  the  conferences  where  the  vacancy  shall  occur,  shall 
appoint  another  to  fill  his  place. 

Said  committee  to  be  amenable  to  the  General  Conference,  to  which  it 
shall  make  full  reports  of  its  doin^ 

Any  expense  incurred  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties  shall  be  met  by  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Society. 

Article  XIII. 

The  sums  allowed  for  the  support  of  a  missionary  shall  not  exceed  the 
usual  allowance  of  otiier  itinerant  preachers.  The  Bishop  or  president  of 
the  conference,  (if  the  mission  be  domestic,)  and  the  superintendoit, 
where  tiiere  is  one,  and  if  not,  the  missionary,  (if  it  be  foreign,)  shall 
draw  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  same,  in  quarterly  or  half-yearly  iostaU- 
mentB,  and  they  shall  always  prompUy  notify  the  Treasurer  of  all  drafia 
made  by  them. 
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Abtiole  XIV. 

Each  saperintendent  of  missions,  and  where  there  is  no  anperintendent, 
each  misfiionarj,  shall  make  a  r^Iar  quarterly  report  to  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  at  New- York,  giving  information  ot  the  state  and  prospects 
of  the  scYeral  missions  under  his  care. 

AsnoLB  XV. 

Each  missionary  shall  report  to  his  superintendent  once  a  (quarter,  in 
writing,  the  state  and  prospects  of  the  special  work  in  which  he  is 
engaged. 

Artiolb  XVX 

No  one  shall  be  acknowledged  a  missionary,  or  receive  support  from 
the  funds  of  this  Society,  who  has  not  some  definite  field  assigned  to  him, 
or  who  could  not  be  an  effective  laborer  on  a  drcuit,  except  as  provided 
for  in  Article  V. 

Artiolb  XVII. 

This  Constitution  shall  not  be  altered  but  by  the  General  Conference 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  or  by  the  Board,  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  General  Conference. 

A  true  copy,  as  approved  by  the  Board  of  Managers  at  their  meeting, 
June  18, 1856.  D.  Tsbry,  Secrelary  pro  tem. 


KK. 

PISGAL  REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  EXPENSES  OP  DELEGATES. 

The  Committee  on  "  Expenses  of  Delegates'*  present  the  following  as 
their  fiscal  report: 


New-Hampshire. |412  62 

New-York 417  44 

Troy 465  88 

New-York  East 461  48 

California 909  91 

Maine 818  85 

Vermont 280  00 

BUusk  Rirer 410  50 

Western  Virginia 90  00        110  38                            taO  28 

East  Maine 352  93        172  02         180  91 

l^ttsbnrgh 226  00        854  80                             128  80 

Wyoming 126  54          78  94           52  60 

Brie 240  78       27158                              80  80 

Oneida 880  79 


1  88  12 

•824  50 

876  58 

40  91 

226  07 

289  81 

816  88 

144  60 

191  60 

718  81 

125  64 

198  21 

65  88 

'214  12 

257  50 

153  00. 

110  38 

172  02 

180  91 

854  80 

78  94 

52  60 

271  58 

248  80 

81  99 

20 

CUm99. 
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East  Genesee $253  44  $69  73       $183  71                         ***^* 

North  Western  indiaaft...  42  20  195  flO                          $158  40 

Oregon 1,168  17  75  90       1,092  27 

Genesee. 173  98  173  98 

Michigan 137  50  149  63                              12  13      $14  12 

Ohio 98  20  872  48                             274  28 

Indiana. 1...  48  00  142  85                               94  85 

North  Indiana. 10  40  10157                              9117 

Wisconsin 180  69  103  08           77  64                           34  10 

Rock  Rirer 232  07  307  71                              75  64      101  46 

North  Ohio 106  16  269  59                             153  43 

Cincinnati 53  94  257  82                             203  88 

Iowa 189  85  162  91         126  94                             7  00 

Southeastern  Indiana.....  27  50  126  75                              99  26 

Southern  lUinois 73  07  173  82                             100  76 

Illinois 157  05  261  03                              103  98 

Kentucky 27  00  23  40             8  60 

Missouri 72  80  41  95           80  85 

Arkansas 128  80  13  10          115  70 

Baltimore 78125  294  98         486  27 

Philadelphia.... 425  00  516  85                               91  86 

New-England 465  02  93  09         371  93 

ProTidenoe 368  44  114  10         254  34 

New-JerMj 428  17  446  61                              18  84 

$10,693  27  $7,267  17     $5,095  18    $1,651  93    $156  68 

RBGAPITULATION. 

Whole  amoimt  of  expenses. $10,698  27 

Whole  amount  of  receipts. 7,267  17 

Whole  amount  of  deficiency $3,426  10 

Reported  as  being  in  Chicago. $156  68 

John  S.  Pobtsb,  CAatmum. 


LL 

REPORT  O;  COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION. 

The  Committee  on  Education  beg  leave  to  submit  this  as  their  \ 
lepoii. 

The  view  of  our  institutions  of  learning  exhibited  {n  tiie  tabular  i 
ment  annexed,  imperfect  as  it  is,  affords  matter  of  congratulation.  It  m 
presumed  that  no  (Siurch  tn  our  country  has  done  more  than  our  owiif 
m  proportion  to  her  means,  to  promote  sound  learning. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  our  literary  institutions  should  report  regular- 
ly and  fiilly  to  tiie  General  Conference,  in  order  tiiat  vre  may  have,  as  far 
as  possible,  a  reliable  history  of  our  labors,  expenditures,  and  progress,  in 
the  department  of  education. 

Your  committee  suggest  tiiat  a  yearly  Educational  Register,  oontKning 
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ftiandal  and  edttcadonal  statistics,  and  reports  of  the  colleges,  seminaries, 
and  academies,  under  the  care  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  be 
published  by  our  Book  Concern.  Perhi^  an  appendix  to  the  usual  cal- 
endar would  answer  the  purpose  for  the  present  It  should  contain,  in 
addition  to  general  information,  answers  to  the  following  questions  oon- 
oeming  each  of  our  institutions,  namely : 

1.  What  are  the  names,  salaries,  sad  labors  of  the  president^  profess- 
on,  and  tutors  ? 

2.  What  is  the  course  of  study  ? 

3.  What  are  the  plans  of  instruction  and  government! 

4.  What  is  the  total  number  of  pupils? 

5.  How  many  are  pursuing  the  regular  course? 

6.  How  many  are  pious  ? 

7.  How  many  are  connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Ohurdif 

8.  How  many  are  preachers  or  exhorters? 

9.  How  many  have  in  view  the  missionary  work  ? 

10.  How  many  are  looking  forward  to  the  ministry  ? 

11.  How  many  were  converted  after  they  entered  the  institution  ? 
Such  an  addition  to  our  calendar  would  afford  hints  to  improvement 

and  matter  of  encouragement ;  while  it  would  awaken  interest  and  call 
forth  the  prayers  of  me  Church  for  our  seats  of  learning,  and  serve 
as  a  vehicle  of  important  information  to  the  superintendents,  and  to  sudi 
institutions  as  are  m  need  of  instructors.  It  is  presumed  that  the  increased 
profits  of  the  calendar  thus  enlarged,  would  more  than  justify  the  addi^ 
tional  expense.  Though  this  would  not  fully  meet  the  wants  of  our  edu- 
eational  interests,  it  would,  we  trust,  lead,  sooner  or  later,  to  a  weekly  or 
monthly  publication  devoted  to  education,  and,  perhaps,  to  an  Education- 
al Secretary  to  superintend  the  interests  of  this  department  of  our 
woik,  which  in  importance,  perhaps,  yields  to  no  other.  For  want  of 
such  guidance  we  have,  in  many  parts  of  the  land,  entered  upon  plans  of 
doubtful  expedience ;  called  into  existence  institutions  that  were  not  needed 
and  could  not  be  sustained ;  employed  instructors  ill  adapted  to  their  vo- 
cation ;  adopted  courses  of  study  greatiy  defective ;  lowered  and  varied  the 
standard  of  education,  and  wasted  much  of  the  resources  of  the  Church. 

Time,  it  is  true,  applies  the  corrective  to  these  evils,  but  not  without 
much  lose  and  mortification.  Much  as  we  have  done,  there  is  a  wide  field 
before  us.  It  is,  therefore,  difficult  to  set  limits  to  tiie  numbw  of  our  lit- 
erary institutions  in  the  newer  portions  of  our  country.  Tour  committee 
think  it  advisable  for  our  Annual  Conferences  to  keep  in  mind  the  distino- 
tion  between  universities  and  colleges,  restricting  the  former  term  to  insti- 
tntions  that  have  courses  of  study  additional  to  the  ordinary  classical  cor- 
rienlum ;  and,  also,  to  distinguish  between  institutions  which  have  the  lat- 
ter course  and  the  mere  academy  or  preparatory  school. 

We  respectfully  sugoest,  also,  that  our  Annual  Conforences  fix  upon 
tome  minimum  foundation  to  be  acquired  by  each  institution  hereafter  to 
be  established,  before  it  shall  assume  its  title^  or  take  rank  among  our 
seminaries  of  learning,  and  that  such  foundation  be  sufficient  to  give  it 
ven)ectability  and  a  fair  prospect  of  permanence.  Although  we  have  no 
rignt  to  limit  the  number  of  lit^'ary  institutiiHis,  we  have  a  right  to  limit 
our  responsibility  for  their  character  and  support 
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In  regard  to  the  ^course  of  study,"  yoixr  oommittee  lemaik  that  we 
ihoiild  not  make  any  material  variation  from  that  which  has  received  the 
sanction  of  ages,  and  trained  the  best  minds  of  modem  times.  The  addi- 
tions to  this  course,  rendered  necessary  b^  the  progress  of  modern  sdenoe^ 
does  not  justify  any  diminution  of  attention  to  classical  and  mathematical 
studies ;  and  when  we  consider  ibe  improvements  in  the  methods  of  edu- 
cation which  have  been  made  of  late  years,  we  cannot  think  that  these 
additions  call  for  any  great  increase  of  the  time  to  be  devoted  to  the 
course. 

One  of  the  greatest  demands  of  the  age  is  for  teachers  of  common 
schools.  Tour  committee  think  that  our  Church  has  not  done  what  it 
should  to  answer  this  call,  and  would  reBpeotftiUy  ask  whether  we  should 
not  establish,  either  separately,  or  in  connection  with  our  colleges,  Normal 
Schools  for  the  special  purpose  of  training  vouth  for  the  profession  of 
■teaching.  We  have  in  the  Normal  School  of  Westminister,  England,  an 
excellent  model,  and  in  its  results,  an  impressive  illustration  of  ue  bene- 
fits of  such  an  institution. 

It  is  deemed  indispensable  to  press  upon  the  Church  the  importancs 
of  giving  all  our  literary  iikstitutions  a  decidedly  reli^ous  character. 
That  this  has  not  been  overlooked  heretofore  is  evident  irom  the  vevivak 
which  have  occurred  within  them,  but  it  is  presumed  that  more  may  be 
done,  by  giving  greater  prominence  to  the  Bible  in  our  courses  of  stud^ 
bv  establishing  a  more  intimate  connection  between  the  seminary  and  the 
Church,  by  oi^nianff  Bible  classes  in  connection  with  the  former  as  wdl 
as  the  latter,  and  perhaps  by  establishing  catechumen  dasaes  for  advanosd 
scholars,  to  train  them  in  that  critical  period  when  the  passions  glow  and 
the  world  assumes  its  most  attractive  forms.  Such  classes  diner  from 
Bible  classes  in  a  more  thorough  organizatioQ  and  a  more  extended  plan ; 
they  would  develop  systematically  we  truths  of  Holy  Scripture,  and  the 
glories  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  thus  prevent  the  young  from  being 
attracted  by  the  imposing  forms  of  a  spiritless  religion  and  the  poeticu 
spiritualism  of  a  Christless  faith. 

Tour  committee  express  the  hope  that  our  Church  will  not  fail  to  ob- 
serve the  annual  concert  of  prayer  for  colleges,  or  to  offer  up  daily  inter- 
cession for  all  our  institutions  of  learning. 

We  trust  that  our  ministers  will  feel  increased  interest  in  our  seminaries 
of  literature,  and  manifest  this  interest  by  visiting  them,  and  inquirinp^ 
earnestly  how  they  may  serve  them.  They  ought  not,  however,  to  limit 
their  attention  to  schools  under  our  own  control  It  is  our  duty  to  feel 
a  deep  concern  for  the  common  schools  and  academies  of  the  republic 
Much  may  be  done  by  Methodist  ministers  to  elevate,  to  purify,  and  U> 
extend  them,  especially  in  the  newer  portion?  of  our  country.  Our  agency 
in  this  respect  should  be  employed  prudently,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
show  that  we  have  no  sectarian  or  selfish  end  in  view,  but  merely  desire 
to  do  our  share  in  the  ffreat  work  of  educatmg  the  nation.  A  laige  pro- 
portion of  the  youth  bmong  to  fomilies  under  our  ministry,  and  if  we  frd- 
sU  our  obligations  to  them  we  shall  have  our  frdl  share  of  influence  in  the 
management  of  common  schools  and  other  state  literary  instatutiona  ao- 
emded  to  us  by  a  public  sense  of  justice  without  any  solidtatioii  on  our 
part 
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Tour  committee  heg  leave  to  call  attention  to  a  danse  in  the  Disoi- 
jfinei  disaualif^ng  teadiers  for  admission  into  full  connection  in  onr  An- 
nual Gonrerenoes.  If  the  sacred  office  is  not  compatible  with  that  of  the 
educator,  it  is  clear  that  our  ministers  should  not  be  appointed  to  institu- 
tions of  learning.  If  they  are  in  the  discharge  of  ministerial  duties  while 
occupying  pro&sors'  chairs,  why  should  they  be  ineKgible  to  take  rank 
with  tiieir  brethren  who  are  in  situations  no  more  sacred  ?  Although  they 
are  not  recognized  as  pfiltors^  it  is  presumable  that  they  do  as  much  paa- 
toral  work  as  those  who  are  so  recognised,  and  receive  as  much  fruit  of 
their  labor.  Indeed,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  any  portions  of  our  work 
are  more  blessed  by  the  great  **  Head  of  the  Church^  than  our  Method- 
ist schools  and  colleges. 

We  respectfully  submit  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Buolved,  That  our  institutions  of  learning  be  requested  to  be  more 
prompt  and  M\  in  reporting  their  condition  to  Uie  General  Conference. 

2.  Bnolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  Book  Agents  be  called  to  this 
report 

d.  JResolvedf  That  our  seminaries  of  learning  be  commended  to  the 
prayers  of  the  Church,  and  that  the  annual  concert  of  prayer  for  colleges 
be  observed  in  all  our  congr^tions. 

4.  Re9clvedy  That  the  sev^  Annual  Conferences  be  directed  to  dis* 
courage  the  further  multiplication  of  Methodist  colleges  and  other  semin« 
aries  of  learning,  unlen  when  additional  schools  may  be  imperatively  re- 
quired for  the  ^ucation  of  the  youth  of  our  Church,  and  unless  these 
schools  may  be  maintained  without  materially  diminishing  the'  patronage 
and  efficiency  of  existing  institutions. 

5.  Buolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  Conference,  no  institution 
should  hereafter  be  received  as  a  college  under  the  patronace  of  oar 
Church  until  it  shall  have  secured  an  endowment  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

6.  JRuolvedy  That  preachers  appointed  by  our  bishops  to  our  institu- 
tions of  learning  shall  not  be  deemed  ineligible  to  full  connection  in  our 
Annual  Conferences,  if  otherwise  qualified,  and  that  the  Discipline  be  con- 
formed to  this  principle. 
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INSTITUTIONS  OWNSD  OB  EDUCATIONALLY  CONTBOLLED  BT  THE  METHODIST 

XPIBOOPAL  GHUBGH,  AND  UNDEB  THE  PATBONAGE  OF  ANNUAL  CONFEBBNGB& 

OoUflsei  aad  UaitvnltiM. 

•  1.  Whole  number  of  CoUeffes  and  UniverBitieB 19 

8.  Whole  number  of  Teacmers  employed 105 

5.  Whole  number  of  Pupils  both  in  Collegukte  and  Preparatoiy  oonrB«s 

forl865 8,968 

4.  Value  of  Buildings,  Grounds,  and  Ednostional  Fixtures $516,848 

6.  Amount  of  Endowments $1,558,000 

6.  Value  of  other  Property $45,000 

7.  Cost  of  Apparatus  and  Cabinets $86,565 

8.  Whole  number  of  Volumes  in  Libraries 75,860 

9.  Whole  amount  of  Indebtedness $79,4tt 

Aoadflflnisi,  SsmiiiftriBfy  F01111I6  CkdliM^  and  OoUigiBto  TnititBtftti 

1.  Whole  number 68 

2.  Whole  number  of  Instmctors 806 

8.  Pupils  in  attendance  for  the  year  1855 14,578 

4.  Value  of  Academic  Buildings,  Qrounds,  and  FSxtnres,  estimated. . . .  $959,850 

6.  Endowments $151,000 

6.  Other  Property ».., $51,615 

7.  Cost  of  Apparatus  and  Cabinets $27,688 

8.  Volumes  m  Libraries 88,969 

9.  Whole  Indebtedness $818,870 

BibUoal  iBititolM. 

1.  Whole  number  of  Biblical  Institutes 8 

8.  Whole  number  of  Professors 6 

8.  Whole  number  of  Students  in  1855 109 

4.  Value  of  BuildingH  and  Qroonds $18,000 

6.  Amount  of  Endowments $885,000 

6.  Whole  number  of  Volumes  in  Libraries 6,000 

^^  Several  blanks.    Some  of  the  flgores  are  approximate  estimatea. 

Tffff  all  lattlttttlwifc 
Total  of  assets  above  liabilities $8,080,895 


MM. 

fiEPORT  RELATING  TO  THE  BEQUEST  OP  JAMBS  BOUBDET. 

The  Committee  on  the  Bourdet  Bequest,  having  considered  the  subject 
referred  to  them,  submit  the  following  as  their  report : 

In  A.  D.  1841,  James  Bourdet,  of  Champlain,  Clmton  county,  New- 
Tork,  in  his  last  will  and  testament,  left  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churches  of  the  United  States,  one  undivided  half  of  his  real  and  personal 
estate,  to  be  expended  by  them  in  Christian  and  charitable  purposes :  pro- 
Tided  that  his  nephew,  Warren  Chapman  Dickinson,  died  without  issue. 

Said  Warren  Chapman  has  since  died,  having  no  issue.  The  commit- 
tee has  no  means  of  knowing  the  exact  amount  of  the  aforesaid  legacy, 
but  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  m 
General  Conference  assembled.  That  Solomon  Fisk,  of  Chazy,  New- York, 
and  George  L.  Clark,  of  Pittsburgh,  New- York,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  appointed  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churches,  to  settle  with  the  executor  or  executors  of  the  aforesaid  estate. 

2.  Resolved^  That  they  pay  over  the  money  remaining  in  their  hands, 
after  defraying  all  necessary  expenses,  in  the  manner  fofiowing,  namehf : 
Five  hundred  dollars  to  the  trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Chazy,  New-Yoik,  and  the  balance,  be  the  same  more  or  less,  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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Rock  Rirer  Conference 6. 10 

Salaries  estimated  by  Publishing 
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